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THE WAY THE VOICE WORKS
The Highlands Voice is the official publication of the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy. While it is the official publication, every story in it does not represent 
an official position of the Conservancy. While all of our members share the general goal “to promote, encourage, and work for the conservation—including both 
preservation and wise use—and appreciation of the natural resources of West Virginia and the nation,” our members often have differing views upon the best way 
to do that. 
           
As a result, stories in The Voice often reflect different points of view. The Conservancy itself, however, only speaks through its Board. The only stories that reflect 
the official policies of the Conservancy are those reporting Board actions, including litigation positions we have taken, comments on proposed regulations, etc.

Thoughts from our president
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After decades of advocacy, 2,700 acres of Blackwater 
Canyon now in public ownership
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West Virginia Highlands Conservancy  
Online Store Catalog

Apparel
• WVHC Cotton Hat (Black or Army Green): $22.50
• WVHC Hemp Hat (Black or Green): $25.00
• WVHC 100% Cotton T-Shirts (Coyote Brown, Kelly Green, Navy Blue, Black) 

Available in XS-XXL: $22.00
• Black 50th Anniversary T-Shirt with “Celebrating 50 years” logo. Available 

in Small-XXL: $20.00
• I Love Mountains T-Shirt Short Sleeve. Available in M-XXL: $18.00
• I Love Mountains T-Shirt Long Sleeve. Available in S, M, L, XL: $22.00
• I Love Mountains Toddler T-Shirts. Available in 18-months, 2T, 3T, 4T, 5/6: 

$20.00
• Square Black Bandana: $5.00

Please include $6.25 shipping for Apparel items

Drinkware
• WVHC Hydro Flask 20 oz. All Around Tumbler (Birch, Indigo, Black): $35.00 

+ $5.50 shipping 
• WVHC Hydro Flask 21 oz. Standard Mouth Flex Cap Water Bottle (Pacific, 

Mesa, Indigo): $45.00 + $5.50 shipping 

Stickers
• I Love Mountains Bumper Sticker: $3.00 for one, $12.00 for 20

Books
• Monongahela National Forest Hiking Guide, 9th Edition: $21.95 + $5.38  

shipping
• Fighting to Protect the Highlands: $15.95 + $5.38 shipping
• The Nature and Scenery of the West Virginia Highlands, 2nd Edition: 

$29.95 + $5.38 shipping

To order by mail make checks payable to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 
and send to P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321. Please indicate the item and 
relevant color and size if applicable. To view and purchase store items online, 

visit wvhighlands.org

 

Roster of Officers, Board Members  
and Committee Chairs

PRESIDENT: Marilyn Shoenfeld, Davis, WV  
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT: Randy Kesling, Bridgeport, WV

VICE PRESIDENT FOR STATE AFFAIRS: Luanne McGovern, Charleston, WV
SECRETARY: John McFerrin, Morgantown, WV  

TREASURER: George Hack, Bel Air, MD
PAST PRESIDENT: Larry Thomas, Circleville, WV  

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE (Terms expire October 2025)
Andrew Young, Charlottesville, VA 

George Hack, Bel Air, MD 
Rick Webb, Monterey, VA  
Hugh Rogers, Kerens, WV  

Susan Rogers Rosenblum, Davis, WV

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE (Terms expire October 2025)
Jackie Burns, Davis, WV 

Cynthia D. Ellis, Red House, WV
Buff Rodman, Oakmont, PA

Bob Marshall, Charleston, WV
Tyler Cannon, Charleston, WV 

DIRECTOR EMERITUS: George E. Beetham Jr., Glenside, PA  
 

ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORS 
BROOKS BIRD CLUB: Cindy Slater 

MOUNTAINEER CHAPTER TROUT UNLIMITED: Randy Kesling, Bridgeport, WV  
FRIENDS OF THE CHEAT: Sarah Hinnant, Masontown, WV 

WEST VIRGINIA RIVERS COALITION: Mike Jones, Morgantown, WV 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES COMMITTEE: Andrew Young, Charlottesville, VA
PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: Larry Thomas, Circleville, WV

RENEWABLE ENERGY COMMITTEE: Larry Thomas, Circleville, WV 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: Luanne McGovern, Charleston, WV  

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE: Larry Thomas, Circleville, WV 
FALL REVIEW COMMITTEE: Jackie Burns, Davis, WV 

RIVERS COMMITTEE: Susan Rogers Rosenblum, Davis, WV
HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE: Hugh Rogers, Kerens, WV  

GRANTS COMMITTEE: Andrew Young, Charlottesville, VA 

STAFF
PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND HIGHLANDS VOICE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Olivia Miller, 

Morgantown, WV; olivia.miller@wvhighlands.org 
COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR AND HIGHLANDS VOICE MANAGING 

EDITOR: Jordan Howes, Morgantown, WV; jordan.howes@wvhighlands.org
MEMBERSHIP AND OPERATIONS DIRECTOR: Cristyn (Crys) Bauer, Kingwood, 

WV; crys.bauer@wvhighlands.org

MISCELLANEOUS OFFICES
WEB PAGE – DIGITAL PUBLISHING: Dan Radmacher, Roanake, VA; danrad@

mac.com

BUMPER STICKERS
To get free I ♥ Mountains bumper sticker(s), send a SASE to P.O. Box 

306, Charleston, WV, 25321. Slip a dollar donation (or more) in with the 
SASE and get two bumper stickers. Businesses or organizations wishing 
to provide bumper stickers to their customers/members may have them 

free.

http://wvhighlands.org
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Federal regulators poised to crack down on coal mine 
owned by Jim Justice’s family
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Bottled water vs. tap: which is best for 
you and the planet?
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&'-+#&$ ),$ '"#$ =-*<#'),+$ 5-=8-)+,$
M")5"$ "-&$ '-<#,$ K2''/#0$ M-'#*$ '2$ )'&$
'28$82&)')2,?$$Y,$")&$M2*0&B$f;)*&'$)'$M-&$
&2/0B$ '"#,$ )'$ M-&$ ,2*=-/)`#0B$ '"#,$ )'$
M-&$52==20)')`#0B$-,0$,2MB$)'S&$K#),+$
#,"-,5#0?g$$$G2&&$*#82*'&$'"-'$M)'"$'"#$
),'*2095')2,$2F$5"/2*),-')2,B$'-8$M-'#*$
"-&$ K##,$ &-F#$ &),5#$ '"#$ #-*/)#&'$ CD'"$
5#,'9*6B$ -,0$ '"-'$ &-/#&$ 2F$ K2''/#0$ M-3
'#*$M#*#$2,5#$/)=)'#0?$7$'9*,),+$$82),'$
2559**#0$ ),$ @obbB$ M)'"$ -$ &955#&&F9/$
5-=8-)+,$K6$Q#**)#*$'"-'$'-88#0$-,$),3
5*#-&#$),$"#-/'"$52,&5)29&,#&&$-=2,+$
7=#*)5-,&B$'"#$0#5/),#$2F$'"#$h3=-*'),)$
/9,5"B$-,0$-$0#&)*#$F2*$&'-'9&?$$$

12,&9=8')2,$ 2F$ &8-*</),+$ M-'#*$
K#5-=#$ ,2*=-/)`#0$ K6$ 5#/#K*)'6$ '#&3
')=2,)-/&$ /)<#$ a*&2,$ %#//&$ -,0$ ;-*3
*-"$ ;-M5#''B$ M")/#$ M#//3<,2M,$ "#-46$
0*),<#*&B$ /)<#$ H)5"-*0$ d9*'2,B$ 5#/3
#K*-'#0$ '"#$ f5/#-*3#6#0g$ K#,#I'&$ 2F$
Q#**)#*$24#*$-/52"2/$-'$ /9,5"B$-,0$ '"#$
'-,'-/)`),+$89*)'6$2F$f&8*),+$M-'#*?g$7/3
'"29+"$Q#**)#*$#,529,'#*#0$-$K#,`#,#$
52,'-=),-')2,B$'"-'$,#M&$M-&$#5/)8&#0$
K6$-$@ooh$29'K*#-<$2F$5*68'2&82*)0)9=$
p-$8*2'2`2-,q$),$G)/M-9<##S&$M-'#*$&6&3
'#=?$$

7U#*M-*0B$ K2''/#0$ M-'#*$ 52=8-3
,)#&$T9)5</6$82),'#0$29'$'"#$K#,#I'&$2F$
'"#)*$ -04-,5#0$ I/'*-')2,$ 8*25#&&$ 24#*$
5"#=)5-/$ '*#-'=#,'&$&95"$-&$5"/2*),-3
')2,$-,0$j92*)0-')2,$9&#0$'2$'*#-'$5)'6$
M-'#*B$-,0$89*)'6$*2&#$-&$-$&#//),+$82),'$
F2*$K2''/#0$M-'#*?$

;2//2M),+$ '"#$ &955#&&$ 2F$ Q#**)#*$
-,0$ #-*/6$ 52=8#')'2*&B$ K2''/#0$ M-'#*$
K#5-=#$,2*=-/)`#0$-&$=-V2*$&2U$0*),<$
52=8-,)#&$ 0#4#/28#0$ 8*2095'&$ /)<#$
7T9-I,-$K6$Q#8&)$-,0$>-&-,)$K6$125-3
12/-?$ G-*<#'),+$ ),5/90#0$ '#*=&$ /)<#$
f=29,'-),$ F*#&"g$ -,0$ )=-+#&$ 2F$ +/-3
5)#*&$ '2$ 8*2=2'#$M-'#*$ '"-'$M-&$=2&'$
/)<#/6$ 89=8#0$ F*2=$ /25-/$ =9,)5)8-/$
&29*5#&?$$

:9K&#T9#,'/6B$ #N82&9*#$ '2$ 52=3
8#'),+$ K*-,0&$ '-9+"'$ 52,&9=#*&$ '"-'$
'"#*#$M-&$=),)=-/$0)R#*#,5#$K#'M##,$
'"#&#$ 8*2095'&B$ /#-0),+$ =-,6$ &-446$
K96#*&$ '2$ 5"22&#$ '"#$ 5"#-8#&'$ K*-,0?$
!20-6$M#$&##$fP,"-,5#=#,'Bg$'"#$,#N'$
&'*-'#+6$ 0#&)+,#0$ '2$ 52*,#*$ '"#$ =-*3
<#'?$fP,"-,5#=#,'g$5-//&$F2*$=),)&59/#$
-00)')2,&$ 2F$ j-42*$ 2*$ 4)'-=),$ &988/#3
=#,'&B$ M")5"$ 8*2=)&#$ -$ 0##8#*$ 4#,3
'9*#$ ),'2$M#//,#&&$ -,0$ -$ &28")&')5-'#0$
'-&'#$#N8#*)#,5#?$%")/#$"#-/'"$K#,#I'&$
=-6$K#$T9#&')2,-K/#B$)'$=9&'$K#$-0=)'3
'#0$'"-'$'-8$M-'#*$02#&$,2'$'-&'#$F-),'/6$
2F$K#**)#&?$

>#&8)'#$ ,9=#*29&B$ M#//3F29,0#0$
5*)')5)&=&$ 2F$ '"#$ #,4)*2,=#,'-/$ F22'3

8*),'B$9,&9K&'-,')-'#0$5/-)=&$2F$89*)'6B$
-,0$-//#+#0$"#-/'"$K#,#I'&B$'"#$&955#&&$
2F$ '"#$ K2''/#0$ M-'#*$ ),09&'*6$ 52,'),3
9#&?$$;2*$:)#**-,&$F-5#0$M)'"$-$5"2)5#$2F$
M"-'$ '2$K#/)#4#$-,0$M"-'$ '2$52,&9=#B$
*#&#-*5"$5/#-*/6$&9882*'&$ '-8$M-'#*$-&$
'283*-,<#0$ F2*$ 8#*&2,-/$ "#-/'"B$ 629*$
825<#'K22<B$-,0$'"#$#,4)*2,=#,'?$

$ 12,&)0#*$ '"#&#$ F-5'&$ ),$ F-42*$ 2F$
M-'#*$ F*2=$ '"#$ '-8?$ $ YF$ 629$"-4#$89*)3
'6$52,5#*,&B$-$M-'#*$I/'#*$F2*$'"#$&),<$
52&'&$-&$/)''/#$-&$sC^?DD?$$

1. Regulation  
!-8$M-'#*$)&$*#+9/-'#0$K6$'"#$PQ7t$

K2''/#0$M-'#*$ )&$*#+9/-'#0$K6$ '"#$;>7?$
:'-,0-*0&$-*#$&)=)/-*?$

2. Taste%%
H#&#-*5"$&"2M&$ '"-'$oDi$2F$8#23

8/#$5-,,2'$0)&'),+9)&"$K#'M##,$K2''/#0$
-,0$'-8$),$K/),0F2/0#0$'-&'#$'#&'&?$

3. Safety and  Contamina-
tion

u$ e:$'-8$M-'#*$)&$52,&)0#*#0$&2=#$
2F$ '"#$ &-F#&'$ ),$ '"#$M2*/0?$ $703
0)')2,$2F$;/92*)0#$8*2'#5'&$5")/3
0*#,S&$ '##'"?$ $:-F#'6$5-,$K#$F9*3
'"#*$#,"-,5#0$K6$-00),+$-$I/'#*$
'2$629*$&),<?

u$ G)5*238/-&')5&_$H#&#-*5"$ &"2M&$
'"-'$K2''/#0$M-'#*$52,'-),&$'M)5#$
'"#$,9=K#*$2F$=)5*238/-&')5&$-&$
'-8$M-'#*B$M")5"$ )&$ 52,5#*,),+$
+)4#,$ "#-/'"$ 8*2K/#=&$ ),5*#-&3

),+/6$-&&25)-'#0$M)'"$),+#&')2,?$
.2=#$ M-'#*$ I/'#*&$ "-4#$ K##,$
&"2M,$ '2$ &955#&&F9//6$0#5*#-&#$
=)5*238/-&')5&$),$'-8$M-'#*?$

u$ 7'$/#-&'$^Di$2F$K2''/#0$M-'#*$"-&$
K##,$&"2M,$'2$K#$2K'-),#0$F*2=$
=9,)5)8-/$ &29*5#&B$ -,0$ #4#,$ )F$
)'$"-&$K##,$&9KV#5'#0$'2$-$I/'*-3
')2,$ 8*25#&&B$ )'$ )&$ ,2'$ *-'#0$ -&$
&-F#*$'"-,$K2''/#0$M-'#*?$$$

4. Environmental Impact
u$ P,#*+6$ F22'8*),'$ F2*$ 8*20953

')2,B$ '*-,&82*'B$ -,0$ *#F*)+#*-3
')2,$ )&$ CBDDD$ ')=#&$ +*#-'#*$ F2*$
K2''/#0$M-'#*?

u$ G-,9F-5'9*#$ 2F$ 8/-&')5$ M-'#*$
K2''/#&$ 5*#-'#&$ E$ K)//)2,$ /K?$ 2F$
8/-&')5$-,,9-//6?

u$ Q*2095')2,$ 2F$ -$ 8/-&')5$ K2''/#$
9&#&$-,$#T9)4-/#,'$2F$2,#$+-//2,$
2F$+-&2/),#?$

u$ G-,9F-5'9*#$ 2F$ 8/-&')5$ F2*$ K2'3
'/#0$M-'#*$ 9&#&$ $ AE$ K)//)2,$ K-*3
*#/&$2F$2)/$-,,9-//6?$

u$ P,0$L)F#$ 2F$=2&'$ 8/-&')5&$ $ )&$ ),$
/-,0I//&$ -,0$ K20)#&$ 2F$ M-'#*B$
M"#*#$ '"#6$ /#-5"$ '2N),&$ 24#*$
"9,0*#0&$ 2F$ 6#-*&?$ a,/6$ CDi$
2F$ 8/-&')5$ M-'#*$ K2''/#&$ +#'$ *#3
565/#0?$

u$ d2''/#0$M-'#*$8*2095#*&$#N'*-5'$
M-'#*$F*2=$8/-5#&$'"-'$-*#$*9,3
,),+$ 0*6B$ ),5/90),+$ 8/-5#&$ ),$
1-/)F2*,)-$ M)'"$ /2,+3&'-,0),+$
0*29+"'?$ !")&$ 5-,$ 0#8/#'#$ 4)'-/$
M-'#*$&988/)#&$ F2*$,#-*K6$52=3
=9,)')#&?$ !"#$ &8*),+$ -//#+#0/6$
8*24)0),+$ M-'#*$ F2*$ fQ2/-,0$
:8*),+&g$ "-&$ K##,$ 0*6$ F2*$ ^D$
6#-*&?$$

5. Cost of Bottled Water Of-
fers Convenience at a Hefty Price

u$ @$ J-//2,$ e:$ !-8$ %-'#*$ 52&'&$
D?DD^$5#,'&?

u$ @$+-//2,$K2''/#0$M-'#*B$52//#5'#0$
F*2=$&#4#*-/$K2''/#&$52&'&$so?cb?

u$ d2''/#0$M-'#*$ )&$ ,2'$ 2,/6$=2*#$
#N8#,&)4#$'"-,$=)/<$2*$+-&2/),#B$
K9'$ CDDD$ ')=#&$=2*#$ #N8#,&)4#$
'"-,$'-8$M-'#*?$

B3)G*#"05)H*-19$<)I$.0*,73)4"$''()89*1)
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%#&'$()*+),)-$ )&$ K#52=),+$ -$ 8*#3
=)#*$ 0#&'),-')2,$ F2*$ P-&'$ 12-&'$ &<6$
M-'5"#*&B$'"-,<&$'2$)'&$/2M$/)+"'$82//93
')2,$-,0$8*2N)=)'6$'2$=-V2*$e?:?$5)')#&?

!"#$ 2882*'9,)'6$ '2$ /)4#$ F-*$ F*2=$
5)'6$ /)+"'&$ K9'$M)'"),$ -$ 0*)4#$ 2F$ -$ F#M$
"29*&$ 2F$ /-*+#$=#'*2$ -*#-&$ )&$ -/&2$ -'3
'*-5'),+$,#M$*#&)0#,'&?

W)+"'$ ),$ &2=#$ 8-*'&$ 2F$%#&'$()*3
+),)-$ )&$ &2$ &'-*3&8-,+/#0$ '"-'$ )'$ =-6$
&##=$ 8*#3),09&'*)-/B$ &-6&$ -&'*2,2=#*$
>-4)0$d9"*=-,B$M"2$ '29*&$ '"#$*#+)2,$
M)'"$ '#/#&528#&B$ /#-0),+$ #095-')2,-/$
8*2+*-=&$-,0$-0425-'),+$F2*$'"#$4-/9#$
2F$&'-*/)+"'?

fYF$ 629$ M-,'$ '2$ <,2M$ M"-'$ '"#$
,)+"'$/22<#0$/)<#$),$'"#$+220$2/0$0-6&B$
52=#$ '2$%#&'$()*+),)-B$M"#*#$ '"#$ &<6$
5-,$+*2M$K*)//)-,'$M)'"$&'-*&Bg$d9"*=-,$
&-6&?

fY'S&$ &2=#'"),+$ =2&'$ 7=#*)5-,&$
"-4#$2,/6$*#-0$-K29'$),$K22<&?g

W2$2'"#*$ *#+)2,$ &29'"$2F$ '"#$703
)*2,0-5<&$),$W#M$\2*<$)&$&2$F*##$2F$-*')3
I5)-/$/)+"'B$d9"*=-,$&-)0B$-,0$'"*##$2F$
'"#$4#*6$0-*<#&'$*#-5"#&$),$'"#$#-&'$-*#$
/25-'#0$M)'"),$-$0*)4#$2F$-,$"29*$2*$'M2$
2F$")&$2K&#*4-')2,$-*#-$),$'"#$7//#+"#3
,6$G29,'-),&$2F$#-&'#*,$%#&'$()*+),)-?

>-4)0$ :)K*-6B$ '"#$ 89K/)&"#*$ 2F$
%#&'$ ()*+),)-$ PN8/2*#*$ G-+-`),#$ -,0$
-$ *#-/$ #&'-'#$ -+#,'$ M"2$ &8#5)-/)`#&$ ),$
*9*-/$ *#-/$ #&'-'#B$ &-6&$ 0-*<$ &<)#&$ "-4#$
,-'9*-/$-88#-/$F2*$#N8-'*)-'#&$2F$9*K-,$
7=#*)5-?

fG-,6$59&'2=#*&$M"2$K96$ F-*=&$
-,0$ *#'*#-'&$ "#*#$ "-4#$ K##,$ /)4),+$ ),$
5)')#&$ /)<#$>?1?$-,0$W#M$\2*<$1)'6$-,0$
"-4#$ -$ *#-/$ ),'#*#&'$ ),$ +#''),+$ K-5<$ '2$
'"#$K-&)5&Bg$:)K*-6$&-6&?

f!"#6S*#$ /22<),+$ F2*$ -$ &)=8/#*$
#N)&'#,5#B$ -,0$ 8-*'$ 2F$ '"-'$ )&$ M-/<),+$
),'2$'"#$K-5<6-*0$-,0$/22<),+$98$-'$'"#$
&'-*&?g

Y,$ -00)')2,$ '2$ '"#)*$ -K)/)'6$ '2$ ),3

West Virginia 
becoming a premier 
East Coast sky-
watching destination

&8)*#$ -M#B$ '"#$ 0-*<$ &<)#&$ -K24#$%#&'$
()*+),)-$=-6$8*24)0#$"#-/'"$-,0$T9-/3
)'632F3/)F#$ K#,#I'&B$ &95"$ -&$ &'-K)/)`),+$
5)*5-0)-,$*"6'"=&?

7&'*2,2=#*$ d9*"=-,$ &9++#&'&$
'"-'$52==9,)')#&$'"-'$4-/9#$,)+"'3')=#$
0-*<,#&&$=)+"'$ #,529*-+#$ 0#4#/28#*&$
'2$ #=8/26$ =20#*,B$ #m5)#,'$ /)+"'),+$
0#&)+,?

f:)=8/6$ 89''),+$ *#j#5')4#$ &")#/0&$
-K24#$/)+"'&$M)//$0*-=-')5-//6$)=8*24#$
'"#)*$ #m5)#,56B$ &-4),+$ #/#5'*)5)'6$ -,0$
=2,#6$ M")/#$ "#/8),+$ '2$ 8*#&#*4#$ '"#$
+/2*)29&$,)+"'$&<6?g

d9"*=-,$28#*-'#&$-,$2K&#*4-')2,$
-*#-B$ -$ f0-*<$ &)'#g$ ),$,2*'"#*,$J*##,3
K*)#*$129,'6B$-$0*)4#$2F$-K29'$h^$=),3
9'#&$,2*'"$2F$L#M)&K9*+?$ $H#-0#*&$5-,$
/#-*,$=2*#$ -K29'$ d9"*=-,$ -,0$%#&'$
()*+),)-$ :<6$ !29*&$ -,0$ )'&$ 8*2+*-=3
=),+$-'$%(:<6!29*&?52=?

7$+9)0#$'2$K#&'$8*-5')5#&$F2*$=-),3
'-),),+$0-*<$&<)#&$ )&$-4-)/-K/#$ '"*29+"$
'"#$Y,'#*,-')2,-/$>-*<3:<6$7&&25)-')2,$
-'$0-*<&<6?2*+?

B3)893#$)8'("/<)!=)JK&92'$'

2$+/,+T'/:)*+/>)+0"#,)$3')/'9"$')J%,3M
0+#()2!'#%!)J%,38+1)%#)<"!+3"#$+:)
?"&#$1@)A<3"$")!"&/$':1)U'::')63"/#$"#G

After decades of advocacy, 2,700 acres of 
Blackwater Canyon now in public ownership

F2*$")&$/#-0#*&")8$),$5"-=8)2,),+$'")&$
5-9&#$ -,0$ '2$ :#,?$ 1-8)'2$ F2*$ "#*$ &983
82*'Bg$H200$&-)0?$f!")&$ )&$-$4)5'2*6$F2*$
'"#$8#28/#$2F$%#&'$()*+),)-$O$-,0$ F2*$
29*$ =-,6$ F*)#,0&$ -*29,0$ '"#$ ,-')2,$
M"2$"-4#$&9882*'#0$'")&$5-=8-)+,$-,0$
M"2$'*#-&9*#$'"#$G29,'-),$:'-'#S&$,-'3
9*-/$K#-9'6?g

H200$-00#0$'"-'$;*)#,0&$2F$d/-5<3
M-'#*$ *#=-),&$ 52==)''#0$ '2$ &9882*'3
),+$ 2,+2),+$ 52,&#*4-')2,$ #R2*'&$ -,0$
#,&9*),+$ d/-5<M-'#*$ 1-,62,$ '"*)4#&$
-&$-$"-4#,$F2*$*#5*#-')2,B$K)20)4#*&)'6B$
"#*)'-+#$'29*)&=$-,0$),&8)*-')2,?

/.*0&*1#+$23.4$5)'#$7

Send Us a Post Card, Drop Us a Line, 
Stating Point of View

Please email any poems, letters, commentaries, events, etc. to the Voice 
editor at jordan.howes@wvhighlands.org or by real, honest to goodness, 

mentioned in the United States Constitution mail to WV Highlands 
Conservancy, PO Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321.

CDChB$ '"-'$ '"#$ 52=8-,6$ M29/0$ K#$ *#3
T9)*#0$ '2$ -00*#&&$ '"#$ 52,5#*,&$ *-)&#0$
K6$ 788-/-5")-,$ (2)5#&$ -,0$ '"#$ %#&'$
()*+),)-$ .)+"/-,0&$ 12,&#*4-,56$ ),$
'"#)*$ ),)')-/$ /#''#*$ 2F$ 8*2'#&'$ K#F2*#$
'"#$ *#,#M-/$ -88/)5-')2,$ 529/0$ K#$ -83
8*24#0?$!2$0-'#B$d/9#&'2,#$"-&$,2'$52,3
'-5'#0$#)'"#*$2*+-,)`-')2,?$7&$-$52,&#3
T9#,5#$2F$'")&$-,0$2'"#*$F-)/9*#&$2,$'"#$
8-*'$2F$d/9#&'2,#B$'"#$52=8-,6$"-&$&')//$
,2'$2K'-),#0$-$*#,#M-/$2F$)'&$Q25-$X@@l$
12,'29*$X$C$:G1H7$8#*=)'$=2*#$'"-,$
-$6#-*$-U#*$'"#$8*#4)29&$8#*=)'$/-8&#0?$

Y,$#R#5'B$ '")&$8/-5#0$ '"#$=),#$ ),$
*#5/-=-')2,32,/6$&'-'9&?$7&$'"#$8#*=)'$
"-0$#N8)*#0B$d/9#&'2,#$M-&$,2$ /2,+#*$
-//2M#0$ '2$ #N'*-5'$ 52-/$ F*2=$ '"#$-*#-B$
K9'$M-&$&')//$*#T9)*#0$'2$8#*F2*=$*#5/-3
=-')2,B$=-),'-),$M-'#*$82//9')2,$52,3
'*2/&$-,0$-K-'#$8*#4)29&/6$)&&9#0$4)2/-3
')2,&?

!"#$a:GHPS&$!#,$>-6$W2')5#$ /#'3
'#*$ =-<#&$ )'$ 5/#-*$ '"-'$ d/9#&'2,#$ 0)0$
,2,#$2F$'"2&#$'"),+&$-,0$#4#,$M#,'$&2$
F-*$-&$'2$52,'),9#$=),),+$52-/$M)'"29'$
-$4-/)0$8#*=)'$'2$02$&2?$G#-,M")/#B$'"#$
%(>PQ$ F-)/#0$ '2$=##'$ )'&$ 2M,$2K/)+-3
')2,&$ '2$ #,F2*5#$ =9/')8/#$ 2*0#*&$ '"-'$
=),),+$5#-&#$-'$Q25-$X@@l$12,'29*$XCB$
-,0$F-)/#0$'2$F2//2M$'"*29+"$2,$8#*=)'$

*#425-')2,B$ -&$ *#T9)*#0$ K6$ /-M$ 9,0#*$
'"#&#$5)*59=&'-,5#&?

f7$ 52-/$ 52=8-,6$ 2M,#0$ K6$%#&'$
()*+),)-$ J24?$ -,0$ :#,?3#/#5'$ Z)=$ Z9&3
')5#S&$ F-=)/6$ j-+*-,'/6$ 4)2/-'#0$ ,93
=#*29&$ #,4)*2,=#,'-/$ *#+9/-')2,&$
F2*$=2,'"&$2,$#,0B$-,0$'"#$>PQ$O$-,$
-+#,56$M"2&#$K2&&$ )&$J24?$ Z)=$ Z9&')5#$
O$ 0)0$ ,2'"),+$ -K29'$ )'Bg$ &-)0$ \29,+?$
f7*#$M#$&9*8*)&#0v$!"#$#,4)*2,=#,'-/$
-K9&#&$2,$'")&$=),#$-*#$-$'*-4#&'6B$-&$)&$
'"#$2KF9&5-')2,$2F$*#&82,&)K)/)'6$K6$'"#$
>PQ?$ %(>PQ$ 02#&$ ,2'$ -88#-*$ #)'"#*$
M)//),+$2*$5-8-K/#$2F$/)4),+$98$'2$'"#)*$
2K/)+-')2,&$9,0#*$ :G1H7B$ '"#$P,0-,3
+#*#0$:8#5)#&$75'B$ 2*$ '"#$1/#-,$%-'#*$
75'?g$

fa9*$ +2-/$ )&$ '"#$ *#5/-=-')2,$ 2F$
'")&$/-,0$-,0$'"#$*#524#*6$2F$Q),,-5/#$
1*##<Bg$&-)0$1-,,2,?$fZ9&')5#S&$52=8-3
,)#&$"-4#$*-4-+#0$&2$=95"$2F$'")&$&'-'#$
-,0$'"#$>PQ$02#&$,#N'$'2$,2'"),+$-K29'$
)'?$ :2=#2,#$"-&$ '2$"2/0$d/9#&'2,#$-53
529,'-K/#?g

788-/-5")-,$(2)5#&$-,0$ '"#$%#&'$
()*+),)-$ .)+"/-,0&$ 12,&#*4-,56$ M)//$
52,'),9#$ '2$ #,+-+#$ *#+9/-'2*&$ -*29,0$
'")&$ =),#B$ -,0$ 980-'#$ =#=K#*&$ -,0$
&9882*'#*&$),$'"#$52=),+$=2,'"&?

Federal regulators poised to crack down on coal 
mine owned by Jim Justice’s family
/.*0&*1#+$23.4$5)'#$8
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Remembering Nick Zvegintzov, Former 
Conservancy Vice President
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Top mine regulator can and must halt illegal coal 
hauling in the Monongahela National Forest
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Top mine regulator can and must halt illegal coal hauling in 
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BECOME A WVHC MEMBER  
          Name                                                                                                              

   Address                                                                                                                  

   City                                                State                                   Zip                        

   Phone                                    Email                                                                                   

 
Mail to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321 

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
Working to Keep West Virginia Wild and Wonderful

Membership categories (circle one)
   Individual Family        Org.
Senior       $15
Student       $15
Introductory      $15
Other       $15
Regular       $25                  $35         $50
Associate       $50                  $75         $100
Sustaining                   $100        $150            $200
Patron      $250        $500           $500
Mountaineer     $500       $750           $1000

W+1+>'/:)+#()/+X:)"#)$3')D+&0'1)Y%7'/)
Z+$%"#+0)Y'!/'+$%"#)F/'+E)("8#/%7'/)
4/"9)2"&$3)C"/>)?"+0)?"9*+#1[:)9%#':@
<3"$")B1)F#(/'8)\"&#,

You may also join online at www.wvhighlands.org
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Explore the West Virginia Highlands 
with Jim Van Gundy’s Updated Guide

Leave a legacy of hope 
for the future
Remember the Highlands Conservancy in your will. Plan now to 
provide a wild and wonderful future for your children and future 
generations. Bequests keep our organization strong and will allow 
your voice to continue to be heard for years to come.

Your thoughtful planning now will allow us to continue our work 
to protect wilderness, wildlife, clean air and water and our way of 
life in the mountains. Contact crys.bauer@wvhighlands.org 

Are you on our email list?
Signing up to receive emails from the West Virginia Highlands 
Conservancy is your gateway to staying actively 
engaged in conservation efforts and volunteer 
opportunities in West Virginia.  

Staying informed with our action alerts will 
empower you to advocate for environmental 
policies that matter the most. Sign up today at bit.ly/
WVHCemailsignup

The second edition of Jim Van 
Gundy’s The Nature and Scenery of 
the West Virginia Highlands: With 
a Motorist’s Guide is now available 
through the West Virginia Highlands 
Conservancy’s online store! This ex-
panded guide combines Van Gundy’s 
expertise with newly added scenic 
routes, updated natural history sec-
tions, and stunning photographs by 
Kent Mason.

Originally self-published in 
2022, Van Gundy’s guide sold out 
due to high demand over its initial 
release period. The book now returns 
with even more to explore. Divided 
into two parts, it begins with an in-
depth look at the Highlands’ geology, 
ecosystems, and wildlife, followed by 
a Motorist’s Guide featuring 33 scenic 
highway routes packed with must-see 
locations and historical insights. 

Perfect for locals and travel-
ers alike, this guide complements the 
Monongahela National Forest Hiking 
Guide, offering a car-friendly way to 
delve into the Highlands’ natural and 

cultural treasures.
Order now for $29.95 plus ship-

ping from wvhighlands.org or send 
payment to: West Virginia High-
lands Conservancy, P.O. Box 306, 
Charleston, WV 25321. All proceeds 
support preserving this breathtaking 
region for future generations!$

Meet the new Managing Editor of The 
Highlands Voice 

My name is Jordan Howes and as 
a lifelong West Virginian, I’ve always 
felt a deep connection to the moun-
tains, rivers and forests that make 
our state so special. Growing up in 
Morgantown, I spent countless hours 
exploring West Virginia’s wild spaces, 
with Lost River and Holly River state 
parks holding some of my fondest 
memories. Those experiences shaped 
not only my love for the outdoors but 
also my belief in the importance of 
protecting our state’s natural heri-
tage.

With a background in English 
and professional writing from West 
Virginia University, the early stages 
of my career have been built around 
advocacy and storytelling. I’ve always 
been drawn to the power of words—
to inform, to inspire and to connect 
people to the causes that matter. 
That’s why I’m thrilled to step into the 
role of communications coordinator at 
the West Virginia Highlands Conser-
vancy, where I can help share the sto-
ries of those working to preserve West 
Virginia’s landscapes for generations 
to come.

I look forward to engaging with 
this incredible community, learning 
from your experiences and work-
ing together to promote a sustain-
able future for the Mountain State. 
Whether through this publication, 
social media or in person at events, 
I hope to amplify voices, foster dia-
logue and encourage action. Our 
mountains, waterways and forests 
deserve nothing less.  

I’m excited to get started and 
work to protect the place I call home!

<3"$")!+*$&/'()B1)?"&/$#'1)W0%#')8%$3)
?+*$&/':)4/"9)?"&/$)*3"$",/+*31

https://secure.everyaction.com/5P_ib4k-U0qsMrf-Rmw23w2
https://secure.everyaction.com/5P_ib4k-U0qsMrf-Rmw23w2
http://www.wvhighlands.org/
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The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy is a non-profit corporation which has been recognized as a tax exempt organization by the Internal Revenue Service. Its bylaws 
describe its purpose: The purposes of the Conservancy shall be to promote, encourage, and work for the conservation—including both preservation and wise use—and 
appreciation of the natural resources of West Virginia and the nation, and especially of the Highlands Region of West Virginia, for the cultural, social, educational, physical, 
health, spiritual, and economic benefit of present and future generations of West Virginians and Americans.

Conservation group asks nation’s top mine regulator to shut 
down illegal coal haul road in Monongahela National Forest
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Get your I      MOUNTAINS and WVHC gear at our online store!
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Hit the trails with our Mon National Forest Hiking Guide
1#/#K*-'),+$'"#$^D'"$-,,)4#*&-*6$2F$'"#$%#&'$()*+),)-$.)+"/-,0&$12,&#*4-,56B$'"#$,#M$#0)')2,$

2F$ '"#$ '*#-&9*#0$ +9)0#$ '2$ #4#*6$ '*-)/$ ),$ '"#$ G2,2,+-"#/-$ W-')2,-/$ ;2*#&'$ F#-'9*#&$ K*-,03,#M$
'282+*-8")5$=-8&$-,0$k#,'$G-&2,S&$+2*+#29&$8"2'2&B$-//$),$52/2*?

!"#$J9)0#$"-&$ K##,$980-'#0$M)'"$ '"#$ 5228#*-')2,$ 2F$W-')2,-/$ ;2*#&'$>)&'*)5'$H-,+#*&$ -,0$
H#5*#-')2,$:8#5)-/)&'&$'2$*#j#5'$5"-,+#&$),$'"#$8-&'$'#,$6#-*&_

u$ ,#M/6$0#&)+,-'#0$M)/0#*,#&&$-*#-&
u$ ,#M$'*-)/&$,#-*$5-=8+*29,0&$-,0$&)'#&$2F$&8#5)-/$&)+,)I5-,5#
u$ -$,#M$52=8/#N$2F$),'#*52,,#5'#0$'*-)/&$2,$1"#-'$G29,'-),
u$ *#*29'#0$-,0$0)&52,'),9#0$'*-)/&
u$ *-'),+&$F2*$0)m59/'6B$&5#,#*6B$-55#&&$'2$M-'#*B$-,0$=95"$#/&#

!"#$ 0#I,)')4#$ +9)0#$ '2$ '"#$G2,$ -00&$ -$ M#-/'"$ 2F$ ),F2*=-')2,$ -K29'$ ")&'2*6B$ M)/0/)F#B$ -,0$
K2'-,6t$&-F#'6B$8*#8-*-')2,B$-,0$M#-'"#*t$"2*&#K-5<$-,0$=29,'-),$K)<#$*)0),+$-,0$5*2&&3529,'*6$
&<)),+t$-&$M#//$-&$&29*5#&$2F$F9*'"#*$),F2*=-')2,$2,$'"#$;2*#&'$-,0$)'&$#,4)*2,&?

$ !"#$G2,2,+-"#/-$W-')2,-/$;2*#&'$"-&$ /2,+$K##,$<,2M,$-&$-$ r:8#5)-/$Q/-5#?S$!"#$")<),+B$
K-5<8-5<),+B$-,0$5*2&&3529,'*6$&<)),+$2882*'9,)')#&$)'$8*24)0#&$-*#$-=2,+$'"#$K#&'$),$'"#$#-&'#*,$
e?:?$W#M$M)/0#*,#&&$ -,0$K-5<529,'*6$ '*-)/&$ "-4#$K##,$ -00#0$ '2$ '"#$ 29'&'-,0),+$ -*#-&$M#$"-4#$
-88*#5)-'#0$F2*$0#5-0#&$x$a''#*$1*##<$%)/0#*,#&&B$>2//6$:20&$%)/0#*,#&&B$;/-'*25<$Q/-),&B$H2-*),+$
Q/-),&B$d/-5<M-'#*$1-,62,B$:8*95#$k,2KB$W2*'"$;2*<$G29,'-),B$:"-4#*S&$G29,'-),B$L-9*#/$;2*<$
%)/0#*,#&&B$1*-,K#**6$%)/0#*,#&&$33$-,0$'"#*#$-*#$/#&&#*3<,2M,$+#=&$'2$K#$F29,0$),$K#'M##,?

Q*2I'&$F*2=$'"#$&-/#$2F$'"#&#$+9)0#&$&9882*'$-$M)0#$4-*)#'6$2F$M2*'"6$#,4)*2,=#,'-/$8*2V#5'&$
F2*$'"#$%#&'$()*+),)-$.)+"/-,0&$12,&#*4-,56?

N)'$% ODP>QR%@;-!% OG>SE% !5#@@#'.% 1,T%7)!1%8#(.#'#"%:#.5;"'$!%<,'!)(3"'2=/% K>A>%U,0% VFW/%
<5"(;)!1,'/%78%DRVDP%AX%,($)(%6(,4%,-(%*)C!#1)%"1%***>*35#.5;"'$!>,(.

%M*35#.5;"'$!2,'!)(3"'2=

http://wvhighlands.org
http://www.wvhighlands.org
https://www.facebook.com/WVHighlandsConservancy/
https://www.instagram.com/wvhighlandsconservancy/
http://info@wvhighlands.org

