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MORE OF CANAAN VALLEY PROTECTED

Highlands Conservancy Cel-
ebratesCanaan Valley Land Pur-
chase

TheWest VirginiaHighlandsConservancy hascongratu-
latedandthanked Allegheny Power, West VirginiaSenator
Robert C. Byrdand CongressmanAlanMollohanfor
negotiatingthepurchaseof 12,000acresinCanaanValley
fromAllegheny Power Company, forindusoninthe
CaneenVdley Nationd WildifeRefuge

Inawritten statement fromthe Conservancy, Linda
Cooper,aCanaenVadley nativeandlandowner, andlong-
timeproponent of itsprotection, said; “ Thisisanhistoric
moment for our sate. TheWildlife Refugeisakey part of
theeconomicdeve opment picturefor CanaenValey,
Tucker County, andtheWest VirginiaHighlands”

Cooper explained, “Membersof theHighlandsConser-
vancy beganthefighttoprotect thisworld classresource
intheearly 1970swhenacontroversid plantobuilda
pumped-gtorageresarvoir intheValley generated wide-
spread opposition. Joiningthe 30-year struggleto protect
CanaenValley, weretheNationd Audubon Society, the
Nationa WildlifeFederation, theSierraClub, andothers,as
well assmany stateand federd agency representatives.

“Theproject would haveflooded most of CaneanValey
and had seriousimpectstotheadjacent Dolly Sodsares,”
shenoted. “Fromstoppingthedam, togaining National
Natura Landmark status toestablishingaNational

inwinter.

WildlifeRefuge, tothecontinued acquisition of theselands
for thebenefit of thepublic, it hasbeenalong hard road.
Wearenow al celebratingthismost significant stepin
procuring thelong term protection of CanaanValey for
thisandfuturegenerations”

1n1995, thenation’ s500thWildlifeRefugewascreated,
with24,000acresing detheproclamationboundary. To
date, therefugehasonly beenabletoacquire 3,246 acres
fromwilling sdllersinthesouthern portionsof theValey.
Allegheny Power hasownedthebulk of thevalley sinceit
acquiredthelandsfor thepower project.

“Theexpansonwearehereto cd ebratetoday nearly
triplesthetota areaprotected,” said Cooper. “Thisisthe
best Vaenting sDay presentwecouldimagine Thanksto
theland purchase, that Senator Byrd and Congressman
Mollohanarranged, wenow haveared WildifeRefuge.
Andtheprotectionand promotionof theuniqueecol ogy
andwildlifeintheValley canbegininearnest.”

MuchlikeY dlowstoneand Y osamite, CanaenValley' svast
anddiverseresourcesareamong thenation’ smost unusud.
They supportloca businessesanddraw touristsfromall
overtheworld.

“Withthisexpansonof theRefuge, locd officidscan
better appreciatethel ong-termeconomicva ueof preserv-
ingtherefugeinitsnatura state. Tucker County can
emulateother national areasthat establish businesses and
expandtheloca economy inwaysthat highlightand
sustainthebest fegturesof theregion. A sustainablefuture

demandsthat wepreservetheresourcesthat our economy
isdependentupon.”

“Now, wemust continuewithour campaigntoprotect and
preservetheremainder of the amazingresourcesinthe
watershed of the Blackwater River —namdy—the
Blackwater Canyon. Oncethisisachievedwewill havein
placedl of thepartsof apowerful, long-term enginefor
responsible sustai nabledevel opment andjobcregtionin
theHighlands”

CanaanVdleyistruly aNationa Treesure. Sittinghighin
theAllegheny Mountainsin eastern Tucker County, the
Vdley' s3200feet elevationand 35,000acreBlackwater
River watershed, makeitthehighest valey of itsszeeast
of theRocky Mountains. Withover 6,700 acresof
wetlands, it comprisesthelargest wetland areain West
Virginiaandinthecentral and southern Appaachians.
Combined with thenorthernforest character, it supports
many plantsand animalsthat areunusud andrare. Forty
differentwetlandandupland plant communitiesintermixin
CanaanVadley that support morethan 580 different species
of plantsand 280 speciesof mammals, birds, reptiles,
amphibians, andfishes. Nowheredseisthereaplacewith
al of thecharacteristicsof Canaan.




From The Western Plateau of the Mountains
by Frank Y oung, President

Passing The Torch

The Highlands Voiceis the voice of the West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy. We hope that when folks read the Highlands Voice
that it lights their fires of interest about the good things in the high-
lands of West Virginia. We use the Voice then, as a torch, to light
the fires of passion for the great highlands outdoors.

We call the keeper of the torch the Editor. Bill Reed has been the
Editor of the Voice, the keeper of the torch, for more than five
years. That's arecord- at least in recent Conservancy history.
Being the Editor is not easy. The Editor must come up with articles
for publication. The Editor prioritizes those articles. The Editor
strives to arrange the articles into a format that's appealing to our
eyes and easy to read.

The Editor then, is sort of a policeman of the traffic we call Voice
articles. The Editor is usually, but not always, the first to know
when readers are either pleased or displeased with what is and is
not published.

Readers are sometimes happy, sometimes angry, sometimes
indifferent. | suppose that if | were editor of the Voice I'd be most
confused when readers were indifferent. I'd think that meant that
readers were bored with the publication. When some readers are
angry while others are happy, an Editor can find a “balance” of
sorts. But if readers are bored and indifferent, what can the Editor
do?

Well, one thing the Voice hasn't been under Bill Reed is boring. Like
it or hate it, Bill Reed’'sHighlands Voice had variety of content. It
had wit, wisdom and humor. Some thought it had a balance of
focus on local, regional and world issues. Others thought the Voice
should focus more strictly on issues of the organization and of the
West Virginia Highlands. As Bill's “boss” and the defacto “referee”
of Voice reader’s occasional discontent, | tried to placate readers’
anger, appreciate and pass along the kudos offered, and coach Bill
in Editor’s etiquette.

And Bill, the self-styled irascible and proud fellow he is, determined
his own etiquette. And | love him for it, perhaps because in many
ways Bill's independence mirrors my own.

Several months ago Bill, who has increasing intolerance to cold
West Virginia winters in the mountains of Raleigh County, asked to
be relieved of Voice editorship duties, pending selection of a suit-
able replacement Voice Editor.

Sadly, | realized that Bill deserved a break, a rest from the monthly
grind of procuring, selecting, sometimes writing and then putting
together the Voice in the tedious, time honored method of physically
cutting and pasting random sized articles and pictures into some
pattern of rectangles called pages- twelve to twenty pages every
month of the Highlands Voice.

Like it or loathe it, the Highlands Voice was there month after

month (except for the occasional vacation we allowed Bill) and year
afteryear for five years.

Continuedonp.8

Roster of Officers, Board Membersand Committee

Chairs
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT: Frank Young, Rt. 1, Box 108, Ripley, WV 25271, (304)372-3945,
fyoung@wvhighlands.org.
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT: Judy Rodd, Environmental Services and Education Center 501
Elizabeth St., Charleston, WV 25311, (304)345-7663,roddj @hotmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT FOR STATE AFFAIRS: Carroll Jett, 397 Claylick Road, Sherman, WV
26164, (304) 273-5247, carrolljett@yahoo.com.
VICE PRESIDENT FOR FEDERAL AFFAIRS: Peter Shoenfeld, 713 Chesapeake Ave., Silver
Spring, MD 20910, (301)587-6197, peter@cais.net.
SECRETARY: Hugh Rogers, Moon Run, Kerens, WV 26276, (304)636-2662,
rogers@wvhighlands.org.
TREASURER: Jacqueline A. Hallinan, 1120 Swan Rd., Charleston, WV 25314, (304)345-
3718 home, (304)346-1201 office, hallinan@aol.com .
PAST PRESIDENT: John McFerrin, 114 Beckley Ave., Beckley, WV 25801, (304)252-8733,
mcferrin@I netone.net.

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE (Terms expire October 2002)

Bob Gates, 1117 Virginia St.E., Charleston, WV 25301, (304)342-2624, bgates@wvwise.org.
Don Gasper, 4 Ritchie St., Buckhannon, WV 25314 , (304)472-3704

Julian Martin, 1525 Hampton Rd., Charleston, WV 25314,(304) 342-8989,
imaginemew@aol .com.

Bill McNeel, 1118 Second Ave., Marlinton, WV 24954, (304)799-4369

Wendy Radcliff, 8 Hemlock Way, Charleston, WV 25302 (304)346-3965,

wradcliff @citynet.net

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE (Terms expire October 2001)

Sayre Rodman, 32 Crystal Dr., Oakmont, PA 15139, (412)828-8983,
73210.540@compuserve.com.

Rafe Pomerance, 2026 Allen Pl., NW, Washington, DC 20009, (202)232-6885,
rafepom@aol.com

Don Garvin, PO Box 666, Buckhannon, WV 26201, (304)472-8716, DSGJr@aol.com.
Carter Zerbe, 16 Arlington Ct., Charleston, WV 25301, (304)343-3175, scz3667@aol.com.
Bob Marshall, 886-Z Divide Ridge Road, Kenna WV 25248 (304)372-7501,
woodhavenwva@netscape.net.

ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORS

NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY—Viginia Region: Judy Fisher, PO Box 276,
Berkeley Springs, WV 26411, (304)258-4974.

PITTSBURGH CLIMBERS: Jean Rodman, 32 Crystal Dr., Oakmont, PA 15139, (412)828-
8983, 73210.540@compuserve.com.

BROOKS BIRD CLUB: Mary Moore Rieffenburger, Rt. 1, Box 253, Elkins, WV 26241,
(304)636-4559.

MOUNTAINEER CHAPTER TROUT UNLIMITED: Carl W. Miller, PO Box 4398,
Parkersburg, WV 26104, (304)422-5312.

WEST VIRGINIA RIVERS COALITION: Abby Chapple, PO Box 370, Great Cacapon, WV
25422, (304)947-7590, abbyc@aol.com

DOWNSTREAM ALLIANCE: Craig Mains, 137 Hoffman Ave., Morgantown WV 26505,
cmains@wvu.edu

FRIENDS OF THE LITTLE KANAWHA: Cindy Rank, HC 78, Box 227, Rock Cave, WV
26234, (304)924-5802.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

MINING COMMITTEE: Cindy Rank, HC 78, Box 227, Rock Cave, WV 26234, (304)924-
5802.

PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: Sayre Rodman, 32 Crystal Dr., Oakmont,
PA 15139, (412)828-8983, 73210.540@compuserve.com , Bob Marshall, 201 Virginia St.W.,
Charleston, WV 25302, (304)345-5518, woodhavenwva@netscape.net.
PUBLICATIONS/OUTREACH COMMITTEE: Linda Cooper, 649 Halleck Rd., Morgantown,
WV 26505, (304)296-0565, |cooper@hsc.wvu.edu .

BLACKWATER CANYON COMMITTEE: co-chairs Linda Cooper, 649 Halleck Rd. ,
Morgantown, WV 26505, (304)296-0565 |cooper@hsc.wvu.edu, and Judy Rodd, Environmen-
tal Services and Education Center 501 Elizabeth St., Charleston, WV 25311, (304)345-
7663,roddj @hotmail.com

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE: Bob Marshall, 886-Z Divide Ridge Road, Kenna WV 25248
(304)372-7501, woodhavenwva@netscape.net

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE: John McFerrin, 114 Beckley Ave., Beckley, WV
25801, (304)252-8733, johnmcferrin@aol.com.

RIVERS COMMITTEE: Abby Chapple, PO Box 370, Great Cacapon, WV 25422, (304)947-
7590, abbyc@aol.com

HIGHWAY S COMMITTEE: Hugh Rogers, Moon Run, Kerens, WV 26276, (304)636-2662,
rogers@wvhighlands.org.

GERMANY VALLEY COMMITTEE: Rafe Pomerance, 2026 Allen Pl., NW, Washington, DC
20009, (202)232-6885, rafepom@aol.com

OUTINGS COMMITTEE: Jack Slocumb, 511 Washington St., #8, Cumberland, MD 21502,
(301)777-8810, jslocumb@prodigy.net

MISCELLANEOUS OFFICES

SPEAKERS BUREAU: Julian Martin, 1525 Hampton Road, Charleston, WV 25314, (304)
342-8989, imaginemew@aol .com

WEB PAGE: Peter Shoenfeld, 713 Chesapeake Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910, (301)587-
6197, peter@cais.net.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Dave Saville, PO Box 569, Morgantown, WV 26507,
(304)284-9548, daves@labyrinth.net.

HIGHLANDS VOICE EDITOR: John McFerrin, 114 Beckley Ave., Beckley, WV 25801
252-8733, johnmcferrin@aol.com



CORL CALLSFORBETTERLOGGING
PRACTICES

At a press conference in Glen Jean,
Fayette County, the Coalitionfor Responsible
Logging caled uponthelegidaureto passlegis-
lation requiring responsiblelogging by timbering
companies. The Codition for ResponsbleLog-
ging (CORL) isacodlition madeup of theWest
VirginiaHighlands Conservancy, the Catholic
Committeeon Appd achia, theReligiousCam-
paignfor Forest Preservation, Trout Unlimited,
theWest VirginiaEnvironmenta Council, the
Wes VirginiaRiversCadition, theWes Virginia
SerraClub, and the West VirginiaOrganizing
Project. Thepressconferenceisbeingheldon
thehilltop property of Bob Evanswhosehome,
driveway and weter linewereflooded |ast sum-
mer becausethe adjacent steep hillsidehad been
improperly timbered.

CORL chairmanBobMarshall saidthat
it believesthat theineffectively regulated timber
industry wasacontributing factor tolast summer's
flooding. “Common sensetdlsyou that if you
removedl theplant materid, especidly thetrees
andthingsfromthehillside, whentherain comes,
it' sgot nowhereto go but ontheground and down
thehollow,” Marshdl said. “ ... themoreyoutim-
ber, especidly clear-cuts, wearegoingtoseean
increaseinflooding. That' soneof our redl con-
cernsright now.”

CORL supportslegidationthat would:

-Ensurethat timbering operationsare
designedinsuchaway asto minimizesediment
tothedreams

-Requirethat adjacent landownersbe
notified of atimbering job

- Requirethat sediment control measures
known as “best management practices’ been-
forced sothat they will bemandatory. Current

lack of enforcement makescompliancewiththose

standardsvoluntary.

- Protect streams and riversfrom sedi-
mentand muddy run-off.

- Avoidlogging on steep dopesthet can
incresseflooding.

- Holdirresponsible operatorsaccount-
ableforredamingillegd stes.

- Improveenforcement of theregulaions
through increased funding of stateagenciesand
stiffer  penalties for violators.

ThelLast Oak

by Nelson Tinnel

Onabarrenhillallalone
clings atiny oak
to a jagged stone

The loggers came
withwheeland claw
No longer they use the axe and saw

No more the horse with chain and hook
with blade and claw
the earth they took

They stripped the land
and scarred its skin deep to the stone
like a wounded thing with fractured bone

The trees, their roots were its veins
and now the streams their blood stains
This tiny oak, will it stand?

for 100 years on this barren land

Can its seed find root on this skeletal rock
tillmen come again and seem to mock
the laws of god that they forgot

Nelson Tinnel is a resident of Muddlety, in
Nicholas County, West Virginia. He has worked
with the Coalition For Responsible Logging in
logging reform efforts, providing pictures, a
television interview, written materials, and testi-
mony to ajoint legislative interim committee
studying the state’s Logging and Sediment
Control Act.

Stakeholder isdebatesabout for est
practices (also known asa screech owl)

TROUT DODGETHEBULLET

TheWest VirginiaDepartment of Envi-
ronmental ProtectiondeniedapermittoaMary-
land company, Mettiki Codl , which had sought
to extend itsunderground mining operationsinto
West Virginia. The proposed minewould have
goneunderneath atrout streemthat isatributary
of theNorth Branch of the Potomac River. The
Department denied the permit becauseit con-
cluded that the proposed mining would cause
“materid damage” toatrout stream.

Thecompany hed proposed to minethe
codl by thelongwall mining method. Insucha
method, machinery shears away the entire cod
seam, leaving nothing to support theoverlying
layersof rock and dirt. Suchminesaredesigned
withtheassumptionthat theoverlying layersof
rock and dirt will collgpseamostimmediately
after themining iscompleted.

Longwall mining benesth streamsdam-
agesthe springsand streamsby cresting cracks
inthestratalying beneath the spring or stream.
Asthelongwal mining movesforward, theover-
lying stratawoul d not collapseasasolid unit but
would inevitably crack. These crackswould
causewater that would otherwisebeavailableto
fill surface streams or springsto disappear un-
dergroundinstead.

Indenying the permit, the Department of
Environmental Protectionrelied uponareport
cdledaCumulativeHydrologic Impact Assess
ment. Inthet assessment, DEPhydrologist Joann
Erwinconcludedthat theminingwould severely
damage an unnamed North Branch tributary and
native trout stream known locally asHind Leg.
Theproposed minewould minedirectly under at
least eight of theseventeen springsthat feed Hind
Leg. Thetrout stream reliesupon those springs
for much of itsflow.

“Fracturing of theaquiferswill deplete
thequantity of water availabletothetrout stream,”
thereport said. “ Fracturing of thestreambed will
additiondly depletetheflow, perhapstothepoint
of noflow.” Thereport concluded, “Material
damageto the surface water will occur dueto
thelossof springflowintothenativetrout streem.”

Inresponsetothedecisiontodeny the
permit, Cindy Rank, mining chairwomanfor the
Wegt VirginiaHighlandsConservancy, sad, “I'm
speechless I'm amezed and ddlighted. | think thet
theimplicationsof thismining proposal werequite
frightening”

Notrout wereimmediately availablefor
comment.

Mittiki Cod hasappeaedthedecision
totheWest VirginiaSurface Mine Board. No
hearing date hasbeen set and it isunlikely there
will beahearing before April.



AN ATMOSPHERE OF LAWLESSNESS AND CORRUPTION

Commentary by Frank Y oung

Cod. Theblack rock thet burns Cod isWest Virginia, somesay. When thecod isgone
therewill benothing left, somesay.

Palitically, coa meansthecod industry. Thecodl industry indudescod mining compa:
nies railroad and trucking companies and loading docks and transport barges, banksand
insurance companiesthat finance and insure cod operations, law firmsthat work fever-
ishly tofiend off pesky government regulationsand civil actionsagainst cod, and ahost of
“supporting” servicesfrom fud suppliersto manufacturers slersand srvicers of giant
dozers, trucks, loadersand draglines. And, of course, the cod industry includesthe people
whowork at jobsdl these componentsof theindustry employ.

Cod controlstheWest Virginiastatehouse, somesay. It sherd for an observer who hes
spent much timeobserving thelegidatureto arguewith thet one. Cod rulesat the
legidature. What cod wants, it usudly gets. If coal doesn't get exactly what it wants it
tekes it anyway.

Witnesscod trucking. 80,000 poundsisthe maximum legd weight for motor vehideson
any public highway inWest Virginia: lessthan that on most roads. Truckshauling cod
routindy haul twicethat much. Y e, cod truck ownersand operators areindignant about
criticism for lawbresking, ydling, “We renct outland”

I writethisat theend of aweek which saw citizen outrage at and toward thelegidature
likewehaven't seen sncethe” garbagewars’ of the early 1990s Theoutrageisexpressed
most by cod miners and their neighbors, friends and relativeswho aretired of seeing other
friends, relativesand neighborskilled by outlaw cod truck ownersand operators.

Thecurrent outrage over cod truck outlawsisbut another layer intheatmosphereof
lavessnessinthe cod industry.

Atmosphere of lavlessness? Who says 0?7’ onemight ask. A federd judgesayso. In
ruling on lawsitsfiled by the West VirginiaHighlands Consarvancy and others, Federd
Digtrict Court Judge CharlesHaden has sad that theissuance of cod mining permitsand
themining of cod inWest Virginiahasbeen taking placein“ an amasphere of laviess:
nes’.

Timeafter timethe courts have ruled that state permits areissued contrary to esteblished
law, that State regulators operate awhally inedequate and thereforeillegal cod mining
reclametion bonding system, and thet hundreds or thousands of milesof streeamsare
illegdly filled with debris. And the recordsrooms of regulatory agenciesareawashinfile
after file of aitation after citation of cherges relating to water quality violetions, illegal
impoundmentsand dozensof other kindsof illegal cod operaionsactivities

Y &, asdefromthewriting of numerous“Noaticeof Vidlaions’ forms, many tothesame
operating companiesand for the sameviolations, nothing changes Citationsarerardy
prosecuted to the point of assessing meaningful pendties. Thosethat are prosecuted are
chdlengedinanadmost endiesslegd mazeof gppeds Eventhen, they areusudly whittled
downto petty finesthet are not asignificant deterrent to further lawbresking. Repeet
violatorsaredmost never punished by “ cease and desist” typeactions, and | don't know
thet there ever wasared person criminally prosecuted for bresking any lawsrdated to
mining of cod under any permit ever issued.

Inshort, then, itisevident that cod doesvirtualy whatever it wantsto do, unimpeded by

ather respect for thelaws, by regulatory agenciesor, up until now at leest, by eventhe
courts. | submit thet the network of private companiesand public agenciesthat conspire
tovirtudly exempt cod fromthelaw isnothing short of acriminal enterpriseand
conditutespublic and privatecorruption.

From theissuance of bogus permiits; toillegdly mining the cod, to thefailureto provide
for bonding for redamation of lands debauched by cod operations; toillegally trangporting
the cod toloading docksand other fadilities, cod isindeed mined and marketedinan
amosphere of lavlessness and associated violencetto affected communitiesand public
highway usersboth near to and far from theactud natura placement of cod deposits

Indeed, Cod isKing. Through palitical manipulations Cod virtudly makesitsown laws.
Thenitviolatesand disregardsthelawsit does't like, and conductsitsoperationsina
violent and thregtening manner in what isnothing short of acondition of terror- areign of
taror.

| saw and heard theterror thisweek in the eyes and the voices of codlfidd residents
begging for rdief from the sege of outlaw cod trucksand their operatorswho arekilling
andinjuring their familiesand their neighbors | sseand fed theterror every timell driveon
ahighway in the southern codfieldsand striveto seer my vehidedeer of thenearly 100
ton trucksbarrding down on meon atwo laneroad designed for Modd Tsandwhichisso
“grooved” by heavy trucksthat my vehidefollowsthe*groove’ ingead of inthedirection
of steer. | hear thethrestsfrom Coa Association spokesperson Bill Raney and cod
trucking company ownerswho say thet cod trucks*must” haul grosdy overweight,
regardlessof thelaw. | seetheviolenceinthe pictures of passenger carsflattened by
overweight trucksthat could not be stopped intime. | sseviolenceinthedevastation
causad by floodwatersthat poured off barren, unredlamed minesitesthat areunableto
hold back, absorb and rdleasein anaturd,, restrained flow even the normd rainsof mining
regions

West Virginiastate government has spent millions of dollarsto fight “terrorism” and to
providefor “security” from unknown, imagined somethingsor somebodys, somewhere.
But what about homegrown terrorism?What about cod ?Weknow whereitis Weknow
whoitis We spend so much in providing “ security” from phantom “terrorists’.

But what about security againgt theacts of the cod terrorists? Thebreach in security in
thecodfiddsof West Virginiaisagaping breech, begging to be secured. Y et weignore- NO,
WAIT, wedon't ignore- wenourish the cod terrorigtsright hereamong us.

Cod. If cod turnsthelightson, why are our leedersat the satehouse dl inthe dark?
Someone needsto turn their lightson. Our leeders need to stop thelaviessness, the
vidlenceand thereign of terror resuting from thereign of King Codl.

RELIGIOUS LEADERS SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE ENERGY POLICY

AstheU.S. Senatetakesup energy leg-
idationandinresponseto President Bush'sre-
cently-announced climate change plan, over
1,200 senior leaders of mgjor religious denomi-
nationshavewrittento every U.S. Senator with
gpecific proposa sfor “energy conservation, fuel
efficiency, and dternateenergy developmentto
protect God' s creation and God' schildren.”

Signatoriesontheletterincludeleaders
of suchmgor faithcommunitiesasUnited Meth-
odist, Preshyterian, United Synagogueof Con-

servative, Judaism, Greek Orthodox, Episcopd,
American Baptist, Lutheran, and Catholicbish-
opsof major metropolitan aress.

Adgainst the backdrop of effortsagainst
terrorism, the 1,200 |eaders stressed “ theinti-
matelink between thesafety of our peopleand
therdliability of our energy system.” TheRev.
Dr. Robert Edgar, genera secretary of theNa-
tional Council of Churchessaid, “We retdling
the Congressthat energy conservation isneces-
sary for homeland security aswell asenviron-

menta protectionandjugtice. Livesareat sake
here”

In preparation for nearly two years, “In-
terfaith Climateand Energy Campaigns’ have
now been established in 21 states, from auto-
meanufacturing Michiganto cod-mining West Vir-
giniato energy-producing Texas.

“When wereflect upon “Let therebe
light” in Genesis(Gen 1:3),” said Rabbi Eric

Continuedonp.8



NO ACTION ON OVERWEIGHT COAL TRUCKS

Governor invisible on Issue

Unlessthereissomedramatic and
unexpected devel opment very soon, the West
Virginialegidaturewill recesswithout taking
actionon overweight coal trucks.

Thelegidature had beforeit two
proposds. Onewastoimprove enforcement
of current law. Sincetrucksroutindy weigh two
and onehdf timeswhat current law dlows,
enforcement of current law would haveresulted
inadramdticreductionintheweight of trucks
onWegt Virginiahighways.

Theother proposal would haveraised
theweight limitsto approximately twicewhat
current law alows. Sincecurrent practiceisto
operatetrucksthat weighmorethantwicewhat
thelaw dlows, doubling theweight limitsand
enforcing thenew limitswould il havere-
sultedinareductionintheweightsof truckson
Wes Virginiahighways

Asthesessioncametoaclose, the
legidaturehad not taken actiononeither oneof
theproposas. Legidativeleaderssaid that
they wereréd uctant totakeactionwhenthere

wasno consensusonwhat it should do. The
waning daysof thelegidaurefeaturedaraly in
favor of improving enforcement of thecurrent
limitsand aparade of horn honking cod trucks
circling thecapitol to show their support for
rasngtheweight limits. Legidaiveleaders
have not made any public statement concerning
how, giventhelack of leadershipfrompublic
officids, aconsensusof thesedivergent
viewpointsmight beachieved.

Governor Bob Wisehasbeenvirtudly
slentonthisissue. Atonepoint hetolda
newspaper reporter that hefavored raising the
weight limits. Sincethen he hashad no pro-
posd for addressing thisproblem, gettingto a
consensus, or anything elseonthisissue. He
hasannounced that hewould support whatever
consensusemerged.

CORPS TRIES TO
LEGALIZE BIG FILLS

TheBush administration wantsto change
the law to legalize large valley fills from
mountaintop removal mining operations.

When thefederal Clean Water Act was
passed thirty years ago, one of its purposeswas
to eliminate what was then acommon practice:
using the nation’ s waterways for waste disposal.
Now the Bush administration seekstoretreat from
that goal by redefining waste.

To do mountaintop removal mining, the
coal industry hasto dispose of thedirt and rock
that oncewasthetop of themountain. Thecur-
rent practiceistodumpitinanearby valley, a
valley whichinmost if not all cases containsa
stream. Whilethere are upper reaches of valleys
which haveno streams, thelower partsof valleys
routinely have streams.

Under current law, thefill material (the
dirt and rock) are considered awaste product. As
awaste product, they coulkd not be dumped into
streams. To allow thisfill to be dumped into
streamswould be contrary to the longstanding
Clean Water Act policy of not using streamsfor
waste disposal.

Continued, p.8

Join Now and get a free gift!!

West
Virginia
Highlands
Conservancy

www.wvhighlands.org

We are now offering a wonderful incentive for the next 40 new
membership applications we receive

We have had 20 copies each of 2 beautiful National Geographic
books donated to us. Join now, using the form below, and take
your choice.

Nature's Medicine: Plants that Heal by Joel L. Swerdlow, Ph.D.

Throughout human history, plants have been our chief source of medicine. The fascinating story that unfolds in this book is much more
than a catalog of natural cures. Equal parts scientific inquiry and cultural history, it's nothing less than a chronicle of the healer's art as
it evolved from folk remedies to modern science. 400 pages, featuring over 200 full color photographs and an illustrated catalog of 102
healing herbs.

John Muir, Nature's Visionary by Gretel Ehrlich

Patron Saint of the American Wilderness, John Muir was the archetypal free spirit. Following his own call of the wild, he wandered
through the Appalachians and the Sierra to Alaska, Siberia, South America and Africa. His eloquent words changed the way
Americans saw their mountains, forests, seashores and deserts. 240 pages filled with stunning modern images of the vistas Muir
loved, whimsical sketches from his own restless pen, and period photographs that capture his gaunt charm.

Yes! Sign me up.

| would like a copy of (check one) (first come first choice) O Nature's Medicine 0 John Muir, Nature's Visionary

Name Membership catagories (circle one)
Address Senior $12
Student $12
City State Zip Regular $15 $25 $50
Associate $30 $50 $100
Phone E-Mail Sustaining  $50 $100 $200
Patron $100 $200 $400
Mail to West Virginia Highlands Conservancy PO Box 306 Charleston, WV 25321 Mountaineer $200 $300 $600

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
Working to Keep West Virginia Wild and Wonderful!



Announcing........

The West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy

Comeone, come all, and join in a festival of heady highlands journeys designed to excite
and delight the eyes, exult the arms and legs, and enrapture the soul - \\West Vi rgi nia

Mountain Odyssey!

Th|syeer weareoffering threedifferent kindsof outings, Recrestiona Outings, Educationa Outings, and V olunteer Outings:
Recreational Outings will includeday hikes, backpacks, canoetrips, caving trips, bicycletrips, and, hopefully, somecrosscountry ski
excursions, and others. Something for every palette.
Educational Outingswill includeauniqueoutdoor experiencecdled an” Eathwalk”, naturd history excursions, culturaly and historically
oriented activities, and tripsdesigned to better familiarize the public with locationsthat arethe focus of conservancy projectsand concerns.
Inaddition to EarthWalks, the Outings Committeeisa o soliciting folksto lead natural history oriented trips—wild flowers, birding, wet-
lands, botanizing, unique environmentsin West Virginia, etc.- historical and cultura explorations, and experiencesaimed at educating people
about sitesthat arethetarget of advocacy activitiesof the Conservancy. A bird observation outing, led by Dr. Ed Gates, isscheduled for
May.
Volunteer Outings will givefolksan outstanding opportunity to contributetheir timeand energy to conservation and reclamation projects,
etc.intheMon. Not only doweenjoy theforest, but we shoul d al so contributein someway to sustainingitsviability asoneof the Eastern
gemsintheFedera inventory. Moretocomel

How Can | Get Involved in All This Mountain Madness ?
PaticipateinanOuting. Infact, participatein many outingsl Coming on an outing isagreat opportunity to really get to know other Conservancy
kindred spirits. Wework to protect WV, but we also need to enjoy it. Look over thecurrent OutingsL ist and choosewhat journeys piqueyour
interests. Besureto contact theleader immediately, asspace may belimited! Thetrip leader will explainthe detail sof thetrip to you. Remem-
ber, outingsarebeing added dl thetime, soif you don't find anything that appeal sto you, keep checking thewebsiteand the V OI CE for something
to turn up. Volunteer to L ead aTrip. The Outings Committeeisactively soliciting volunteerstolead trips. Weare encouraging folksto sharewhat
they love and cherish about the highlandswith others. Don't keepit asecret! If youwould liketo lead atrip, contact Jack Slocomb at 301-777-
8810 (email JSLOCOM B@prodigy.net)or Peter Shoenfeld at 301- 587-6197 (email peter@caisnet ). We especialy welcome peoplewho are
interested in sharing their knowledge of WV history and culture. If youwould like to sharea place you love with others, but you feel uncom-
fortableleading thetrip by yoursdlf - not to worry. Wewill try to find an experienced leader to assist you. Join the Outings Committee—\We
need your help! Especially in advertising WV Mountain Odyssey. Our outings programisamajor outreach tool for the Conservancy! There-
fore, themore peoplewe can enticeto participate, themore possible new memberswe can recruit to keep our ranksfilled and support our greeat
consarvationinitiativesin WV . Although current outingswill be published inthe VOl CE and posted on thewebsite, we could reach many, many
morefolksif thisinformation appeared regularly in somemagjor loca newspapers. Soif thereisanyoneout therewho could help uswith this, you
would mogt certainly makeaninva uablecontribution to thisproject. It would dso bevery helpful if peoplecouldlist outingsin organizationd
newdetters. Weredlly need to get theword out about WV Mountain Odyssey. If you' d liketojoin the committee, Contact Jack Slocomb, Outings
Chair, a 301-777-8810 or by email at JSL OCOMB@prodigy.net .

The Outings Committeeislooking forward to a wonder ful season of outdoor adven-
tureand fellowship
And thisisjust the beginning, folks
You ain’t seen nuthin’ yet .....
WE WANT YOU TO JOIN USIN THE FUN!
Your Way Out Outings Committee
Jack Slocomb, Dave Saville, Ruth Blackwell Rogers, Peter Shoenfeld, Trudi Phillips,
and Bob Marshall

For anidea of how much fun you can have on an outing, seethephotoson page 9!



West Virginia Mountain Odyssey Schedule

Jan.22-May 2(every Tuesand Thur) “ Green-Easy Walks’ in Morgantown every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 8-9 AM. Starting point isat the
Train Depot on the Caperton Trail. Pace starts slow and will speed up to people’ s needs. Co-sponsored with the M organtown Green Space Coalition.
Call Greg Good at 291-3091 or email him at ggood@wvu.edu to participate.

March 23-24 (Sat-Sun) Great North Mountain backpack. An early spring trek through an outstanding natural areaand proposed Wildernessalong the
VA/WV linenear Wardensville. Contact Peter Shoenfeld, peter@cais.net , (301)587-6197.

April 6-7 (Sat-Sun) Shaver’ s Fork headwaters exploration and pathfinding. Eighteen mile overnight.
Contact Dave Saville, daves@labyrinth.net, (304) 284-9548.

April 27 (Sat)- Annua OsbraEye Memorial Wildflower Walk in Kanawha State Forest. Choice of 5 different routes, including onefor photographers.
Sponsored by the Kanawha State Forest Foundation. Walksstart at 9 AM and are over by noon. Meet at the swimming pool inthe Forest. For
further information, call Shirley Schweizer, (304) 925-2771

April 27 (Sat)- Middle Mountain ascent. An easy, scenic hike up to aspectacular rock formation overlooking Laurel Fork Wilderness. Will meetonUS
33around 11 AM. Call Tom Rodd, (304)558-1985 (weekdays, office) or (304) 265-0018 (weekends, home), thomasrodd@hotmail.com

May 4 (Sat) Canoetrip on the South Branch of the Potomac River. Thistripwasafavoritelast year. Contact Carter Zerbe, (304)343-3175.

May 4 (Sat) The SierraClub Metropolitan Washington Regiona Outing Program’ sannual 100K hike along the C& O Canal between Washington DC
and Harpers Ferry West Virginia. Three versions of the hike are being offered: (i) thefull 100K starting at Thompson’s Boathousein Washington DC at
3am, (ii) the 80K starting at Carderock Maryland at 6am, and (iii)the 50K starting at Edwards Ferry lock in Maryland at 10:30am. In order to prepare
for thishike, thisgroupisalso sponsoring aseriesof training hikes. For further details, contact Carol Ivory, (703) 476-8730, carolivory @erols.com or
seeor seeor see onedayhike.tripod.com/hikes.htm .

May 10-12 (Fri-Sun) Backpack trip on the North Fork Mountain Trail .Enjoy the spring up high...atop theridgelineon North Fork Mountain. This
backpacking trip will beacombination day hike/backpack. Thursday night will involve camping either on thetrail or at Big Bend campground. Y ou can
joint thegroup Thursday night, or later, in timefor the weekend backpack. Contact Susan Bly at 304-258-3319 or shly@shepherd.edu for further
detalls.

May 10-12 (Fri-Sun) Highlands Conservancy Spring Review. Outingswill be schedul ed. Watchwww.wvhighlands.organd the Highlands Voice.

May 25 (Sat) Bird Observation Outing at Blackwater Falls. Dr. Ed Gates, Wildlifeand Habitat Ecologist at the Appalachian Laboratory, will lead this
fascinating outing. Participantswill view returning migrating birdsat the height of their spring activity, identify them by their songs, and learn about their
behavior patternsin apristine natural habitat. An easy early morning walk in the headwaters areaof Seneca Creek. Bring binoculars. Toregister or for
moreinformation, contact Jack Slocomb at (301)777-8810 or email at JSLOCOMB@prodigy.net .

June 1 (Sat) Spring Cleanup on the Allegheny Highlands Trail. Join members of Highlands Trail Foundation along the 21-milerailtrail between Elkins
and Parsonsto explore and spruce up this new recreational resource. Leader: Karen Carper, karen@el kinshike.com or 304-636-4519.

June 22-23 (Sat-Sun) - 2.5 mile overnight backpack trip on Allegheny Front south from Bear Rocksto near the Blackbird Knob Trailhead. Notrail, but
an open country walk through low heathland in peak Mt. Laurel bloom. Several wind-carved rock formations among extensive and blooming mountain
laurel. Excellent views. Wear long pantsto protect your legs from the heaths. Plan for possible cool temps and winds. Leader: Jonathan Jessup, (703)
204-1372, jonathanjessup@hotmail.com

June 22 (Sat) - Solstice Simultaneous Summit Celebration! Leader: Ruth Blackwell Rogers, (304)636-2662, ruthbr@wvhighlands.org.

July 5-7 (Fri-Sun) - Canyons Rim Trail hike, Roaring Plains. An unpublished and

unmaintained high elevation trail with stunning viewsinto Roaring Creek and Long Run Canyons. We' Il connect using South Prong Trail. Experienced
hikersonly please asthe going will berocky. Photosand moreinformation on thistrail can be seen at: http://www.geocities.com/jonathanjessup/rp-
set1.html. Leader: Jonathan Jessup, (703) 204-1372, jonathanjessup@hotmail.com

July 11-14 (Thur-Sun) Bicycletrip on the Greenbrier River Trail. Travel the entire 75 milerail trail on bikeswhile camping out at \Watoga State Park.
“Theformer Greenbrier Division of theC. & O. Railway wasbuilt at theturn of the century to serve the booming timber industry of that time. Thetrail
passesthrough numerous small townsand traverses 35 bridgesand 2 tunnelsasit windsitsway along thevalley. Throughout much of itslength, the
Trail isdirectly adjacent to the beautiful Greenbrier River and is surrounded by peaks of the Allegheny Mountains.” Contact Susan Bly at (304)258-
3319 or shly@shepherd.edu for further details.

July 13 (Sat) - Canoe Trip. Six scenic, flatwater miles on the Buckhannon River Pool just above Buckhannon. Meet at Sheetsin Buckhannon at 11
AM. Leader: Don Gasper, (304)472-3704.

Aug 17 (Sat)-Explore Fisher Spring Run Bog. Thislarge, open and seldom visited bog isjust within the Dolly Sods Wilderness. Wildflowersand many
plant lifeforms adapted to bog and high elevation conditions are the focus of thistrip. Waterproof boots areamust. Leader: Jonathan Jessup, (703)
204-1372, jonathanjessup@hotmail.com

Almost Anytime. Visit Kayford Mountain south of Charleston to see mountain top removal (MTR) up closeand hear Larry Gibson’ s story about how
he saved hismountain, now almost totally surrounded by MTR. Bring alunch— thereisapicnic areaon Larry’ smountain. Just call Larry or Julian
Martin. Leaders: Julian Martin, (304)342-8989, Martinjul @aol.com and Larry Gibson, (304) 586-3287 or (304) 549-3287 cdllular.



Y oung column, continued from p. 2
BEST WISHES, friend Bill.

Regrettably, | began the search for a Bill
Reed clone.

Fortunately, | didn’t have to search very far
or wide. Conveniently, still in Raleigh
County, | found John McFerrin, not a clone
of Bill, but unemployed (sort of), belly ablaze
with fire from within, and, most importantly,
willing to work cheap.

Welcome aboard, John!

Many of you already know John. He was the
Conservancy’s President from 1994
through 1998. John'’s writing ability is with-
out question- having been demonstrated in
article after article in the Highlands Voice, in
the Charleston Gazette as its best contrib-
uting columnist, and, | am told, in an assort-
ment of legal papers in courthouses around
West Virginia.

For those who don’t know, John and his
wife, Karen, are both attorneys. But we're
gonna’ take a chance on him anyway.

This issue of the NewHighlands Voiceis
the maiden voyage with John at the helm.
The Voiceis new in more ways than one. It
has a new Editor. And it will certainly have a
new look. John has endeavored to put the
Voice together by computer rather than by
manual cut and paste. We'll see how it
goes.

In the meantime, John can edit only what
you, the reader, and other Voice article
contributors, send us. Try out you own
writing talents in the Voice. If you have
memorable hiking or other fun outdoor
experiences, especially but not necessarily
from the highlands to share, you can send
them to us. Concerned about a bad logging
site that's causing erosion and letting mud
flow into a stream? Unload in the Voice
about it. Are mining, oil and gas drilling and
pipelines or other disturbances of the
natural world upsetting you? You can tell us
about that. Have a favorite scenic view that
you don't want to keep just for yourself? You
can share it with other Voicereaders.
Concerned about poor management of
public lands? The Highlands Voicewill tell
the world about it!

Farewell and travel well, Bill Reed. Do come
back and check on us and John now and
then, OK? John'’s just learning his way
around, you know. But we'll give him time to
learn. A month or so anyway.

Religious leaders, continued fr. p. 4

Y offie, President of the Union of Ameri-
can Hebrew Congregations,” werealizethat God
has given us sources of clean energy: sun, wind,
water and the human ingenuity to devise clean,
safetechnologies.”

“We'retelling our congregationsthat en-
ergy conservationisaway to honor our covenant
with our God,” said Archbishop Khahag S.
Barsamian, Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America

“ThePresident’ senergy planwould have
usdrill intheArectic, increase nuclear power, and
subsidize big polluting energy companies. There
are safer, more sustainable strategies,” said Rev.
Dr. Edgar. The 1,200 |leadersand 21 state cam-
paigns called upon the Senate to passlegislation
whichwould:

“ Substantially increase vehiclefuel efficiency;
encourage the auto industry to produce vehicles
using hybrid-dectric, fud cel, and other clean tech-
nologies; and provideincentivesfor their purchase.

“ Prevent drillinginthe Arctic National Wildlife
Reserve.

Invest more resources in renewable energy
sources such aswind, geothermal, solar, and bio-
masstechnologies.

“ Include carbon dioxide as aregulated pollutant
from power plants.

“ Increasefundsfor low-income energy assistance
and inner-city rail and masstransit.

“From our pulpitsandin our pews, wewill
preach and pray the message of creation careand
energy conservation. And we hope, thisweek,
that our Senatorswill be God' sstewards.” Bishop
Thomas J. Hoyt Jr., Christian Methodist Episco-
pal Church.

The Senior Religious L eaders L etter and
21 state campaign represent amilestonefor envi-
ronmental activity inthe American religious com-
munity—marked significantly by unanimous ap-
proval of all theU.S. Catholic bishopson anenvi-
ronmental justice pastoral letter: Global Climate
Change: A Pleafor Dialogue, Prudence, and the
Common Good.

Corps, Continued from p. 5

Thefact that thepracticeisillegal hasnot,
of course, prevented it from going on. The Army
Corps of Engineershasallowed thefilling of one
thousand miles of streamsinWest Virginiaaone.
Now the Corpsof Engineerswantstolegalizeits
past practice. 1t wantsto changethe definition of
fill material sothat it could permit thefilling of
West Virginiastreams. It wantsto change the
definition so that the material isno longer consid-
ered waste and could be disposed of in streams.
A permit from the Corpsof Engineerswould till

PAN ANNUAL MEETING
and PARTY

ThePlateau ActionNetwork (PAN) isa
local watershed associaionin Fayette County with
abroad agenda. Goalsinclude community out-
reach, education surrounding environmenta is-
sues, protection of thelower New River water-
shed, and devel opment issuesthat affect thewa
tershed.

With spring just around the corner, the
Membership Party, PAN’ shiggest annual event
isbeing planned for March 23" &t 6:30 pm. Ev-
eryoneiswelcometo join PAN supportersfor
thisfunevening a “ Smokey’ sonthe Gorge’ pa
vilionlocated a ClassVI River Runners, just out-
sdeof Fayetteville. Grest food, aslent auction,
door prizes, acash bar, achanceto show com-
munity support andraly on PAN’ shehaf areon
tap. JoeL ovett, executivedirector of theAppa
lachian Center for the Economy and the Environ-
ment will bethekeynote speaker andthenlive
musicand dancin’ withtheVVoodooKats.

A $15.00donation getsyou aticketin, a
oneyear membershipto PAN and a2002 news-
letter subscription. If you' dlikemoreinformar
tion contact Meridith Gregg at 574-1067. Tick-
etswill beavailable at thedoor. Hopeyou can
joinusaswecelebrateanother year of PAN suc-
cessand look towards afuture of working to-
gether to promote responsible economic growth
and environmenta sewardship.

Corps, Continued from previous col-
umn
berequired.

TheClinton administration madeasimilar
proposal in2000. During the public comment pe-
riod inthe Spring of 2000, over 17,000 public com-
mentswere registered protesting the rule changes.
Intheface of thisoverwhelming opposition, the
Clinton administration decided not to finaize the
proposa. The Bush administration ispoised to re-
versethat decisionand maketherulefinal.

Becausethe Corpstook public comment
onasimilar proposal two yearsago, the Bush ad-
ministration isplanning to finalize therulewithout
any public noticethat thisrule changeisunder con-
sideration or any additional opportunity for com-
ment. Because the administration isgoing forward
withthenew rulewithout opening anew comment
period, we need to get alot of messagesto Presi-
dent asquickly aspossible!

If you wish to oppose the change you can
email thepresident at , writehim by United States
mail at The White House, 1600 PennsylvaniaAve.
NW, Washington, DC 20500, or call him at
202-456-1414. Theproposa islabeled Proposed
Rule: FR Doc. 00-9940.



Jm Solley reaxesin the sunshineand blue sky
at Judy Springs. Thiswas
on Saturday after we hiked in and set up camp.

The fun you can
have on a Mountain

Odyssey outing!!'!

Greg Good (above) after heclimbed out of his
tent on Sunday morning and discovered
6inchesof snow.

Dave Saville(l€ft) getsready to head out on
Monday morning. Nathing likeputting
onthosefrozenleather hiking boots after
climbing out of thedeeping bag

at 5 degreesabove zero.




YOU ARE INVITED!

Please join us for the
West Virginia-Pennsylvania
Wilderness and National Forest Planning
Training & Volunteer Weekend
APRIL 13-14, 2002

Sponsored by West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Friends of Allegheny Wilderness,
and The Wilderness Society

Mark your calendars and plan to join fellow West Virginians and our neighbors to the north to learn more about
wilderness & forest issues and what you can do to help protect the Mountain State’'s remaining wildlands! The
weekend event will feature an overview of conservation issues on the Monongahela and Allegheny National
Forests, workshops on wilderness and forest issues (see agenda preview on reverse), and a “Wilderness
Celebration” on Saturday night! Speakers include Ed Zahniser, son of Wilderness Act author Howard Zahniser.

When: April 13 and 14 (people are encouraged to arrive Friday evening, April 12)

Where: Powdermill Nature Reserve, near Rector, Pennsylvania. 55 miles east of Pittsburgh off PA Turnpike.
Agenda: Preview of the agenda appears on reverse

Questions? Contact:

West Virginia: Dave Saville, West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, 304-284-9548, daves@labyrinth.net;
Pennsylvania: Kirk Johnson, Friends of Allegheny Wilderness, 814-723-0620, alleghenyfriends@earthlink.net

LOGISTICS

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday and breakfast and lunch on Sunday will be provided to all
participants. Please note on your registration form if you prefer vegetarian meals.

Lodging: There are rustic cabins with beds, running water and bathroom facilities available for your use at the
Powdermill Nature Reserve. Those spaces will be filled by those who register first! Overflow lodging will be
provided at cabins in nearby facilities. A limited number of tent sites are also available at Powdermill for those
who want to camp.

Linens: Participants will need to bring their own bedding and towels to use at Powdermill and off-site lodging
facilities.

Beverages: Coffee, tea, juice and soda with be provided at meals. If you prefer other beverages, please BYOB.

Directions: Powdermill Nature Reserve is located 3 miles south of Rector on Route 381 in Cook Township,
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. Powdermill is 55 miles east of Pittsburgh, just off the Pennsylvania
Turnpike. Take the Pennsylvania Turnpike to the Donegal exit (Exit 9). Turn left onto Route 31 East and drive
approximately 3 miles to Jones Mill, where you turn left onto Route 381 North. Continue for 6.6 miles to the
Powdermill Nature Reserve (on your left).

REGISTRATION FORM - PLEASE COMPLETE, DETACH AND MAIL TO APPROPRIATE ADDRESS BELOW

Name:

Address: City State Zip

Phone: Email:

Enclosed is my $20 registration fee for the WV-PA Wilderness & National Forest Planning Training
Registration fee covers lodging and meals. *Registration and travel scholarships are available* Use contact
information above to inquire about scholarships.

Yes, I will need lodging: ____ Friday night

_ Saturday night

All meals on Saturday and breakfast and lunch on Sunday will be provided to all registered participants.
Please check here is you prefer vegetarian meals __

Please mail your registration form to:
West Virginia: PO Box 306 Charleston, WV 25231 Pennsylvania: 220 Center Street, Warren, PA 16365



West Virginia-Pennsylvania Wilderness and National Forest Planning

Eriday, April 12

Training & Volunteer Weekend

AGENDA PREVIEW

5:00 p.m. - Arrivals, registration (Dinner on your own - kitchen facilities available)

7;30 pm - Informal reception and speaker

Saturday, April 13
8:00-9:00 - Breakfast
9:00 - Welcome and Introductions

9:30-10:30 Learning about the forest service, forest planning and Wilderness.
10:45-11:45 - Overview of conservation issues on Mon and Allegheny National Forests.

12:00-1:00 Lunch

1:15-5:30: Three session of concurrent workshops - you choose what you want to go to! Topics will include: How to get involved with Forest
Planning; Winning Wilderness - case study from successful Virginia campaign and developing your own wilderness efforts; Economics and Wilder-
ness; Mapping and inventorying wildlands AND MUCH MORE!

6:30 - Dinner

7:30 - Wilderness Celebration! Music, dancing and storytelling!

Sunday, April 14
8:00-9:00 - Breakfast

9:30-11:00 a.m. -Saturday recap. Identify issues of greatest concern and divide into groups for more in-depth discussions

11:15 - Feedback from smaller group discussions. Opportunity to get advice from fellow participants & presenters; share ideas; & learn how you
can continue to be involved in WV or PA wilderness and forest issues.

12:15 - Lunch
1:15 - Conference ends

TRAIL WORKSHOP SCHEDULED

Trails Codition to Host Work-
shop

Congtruction, Maintenance Tipstobecovered. ..

TheWett VirginiaTralsCoditionwill behogting atrail
congruction and maintenance workshop on Seturday,
April 13,2002, at their Nitro Heedquarters. The
classroom portion of thetraining isscheduled to start a
8:00am. andwill beat the WV TC officewhichisRoom
207 of the Nitro Community Building a 302 2 S.in
Nitro. Thisisat thecorner of 2™ Avenueand 21¢ St. and
theWVTC dfficeisupdtairsabovethe Senior Center.

Thetraining sessonwill be conducted by Charlie Dundes,
President of Tri-State Corporation. Charliehasbeenin
thetrail congtruction businessfor severd yearsandisan
interesting and informative ingtructor in nearly every phese
of trail development. Thedassroom instructionwill run
from 8:00 to 11:00 (gpprox) and will cover Sghting, grades,
benches, tumns, stream crossings, aesthetic parametersand
generally accepted standardsfor trail design and construc-
tion. Thissessonwill dsointroducethe newcomer tothe
commonly used hand toolsand their ssfeand effectiveuse

Following thedassroom session, wewill goto Kanavha
State Forest where Superintendent John Hendey will have
sometrail construction projectsready for usto put our
newly learned techniquesto practicd use.

Participants should dress appropriately for outdoor work
(bootsand gloves recommended), and bring water and
snacksfor 3or 4 hoursonthetrail. Afterwardswewill
haveaninformal cookout for thosewho want to partici-

pete.

Thisworkshopisthefirstinaseriesof training sessons
being planned around thestate by the WV TC. Thegod of
the Codlitionisto develop a“poal” of volunteerswho

have been trained in the basics of trail development and the
WVTCwill then sarveasa“ dearinghouss’ tomatch
volunteersupwithtrail buildingand maintenencenesdsas
they aregpproved ssWVTC Projects Severd projects
which havedready been gpproved are Twin Fals State
Park, The American Discovery Trall, the Allegheny Trall
(whichisa300 milelongtrail running fromthe WV/
Pennsylvaniaborder in Preston County to Peters Moun-
tainin Monroe County), Stonewa| Jeckson State Park,
andtheMonongahdaNationd Forest. Severd othersare
inthe planning stages and nearing approva by the Board,
o therewill be no shortage of interesting assgnmentsfor
thepool of volunteerstodo. Additiona workshopsover
thenext severd monthsaretentatively plannedfor Twin
FalsState Park (May 3), Elkins (June 7), and Buckhannon
(August 15). Additiond detailswill beforthcoming as
plansarefirmed up for these subsequent sessons.

For additiond information or toregister for the April 13
workshop, pleesecal the WV TC officea 755-4878 or fax
755-4887. Or youmay contact Carroll Jett, WV TC
Projects Director viae-mail a cardljett@yahoo.com.
Thereisno chargefor any of theworkshops, but pre-
regidration will beatremendoushelpin planning for
refreshments, etc.

Monongahela National
Forest
Hiking Guide
by AllendeHart & Bruce Sundquist
Published by the
West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy
Thenew 7th edition covers:
- more than 200 trails for over 700 miles
- trail scenery, difficulty, condition, distance,
elevation, access points, streams and skiing
potential.
- detailed topographic maps
- over 50 photographs
- 5wilderness Areas totaling 77,965 acres
- 700 miles of streams stocked with bass and

trout
send $14.95 plus $3.00 shipping to:
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
PO Box 306 Charleston, WV 25321
Or, visit our website at
www.wvhighlands.org



EvayoneisWeoome
West VirginiaHighlandsConsarvancy's
2002 Spring Review
May 10,11 & 12
Handey Cabin
“Inthemiddleof nowhereon theupper WilliansRiver”
Pocahontas County thet is

The Williams River Headwaters
Likeitid

Hiday evening
snacks, campfir e, orientation, maps, displays.

Surday
We'll havetour sand outingsof:

Upper WilliamsRiver - Our featured outingwill look at theportion of thiswater shed that isscheduled to belogged by the Forest Service.
Our special guest, Heartwood’ sM ark Donham, will lead thetrip, alongwith theMarlinton District Ranger .

Cranberry Wilderness- Oneof theeast’slargest!, we'll experiencewhat’ sso special about thisplaceand seewhy and how it needstobe
madeeven larger.

HighlandsScenicHighway - Don’t missit!

CranberryMountain Discovery Center

CranberryGlades

Fallsof HillsCreek

Edray Trout Hatchery

CanoeingontheWilliamsRiver

Seturday evening banquet and Pand Discusson

Forest Plan Revision

In 1985theM onongahelaNational Forest adopted it’ scurrent “ Land and Resour ceM anagement Plan (thePlan). It wasintended tolast 10
years, 15tops. Itisoutdated and in many casesobsolete. Y et theForest Servicecontinuestouseit in guidingtheir Forest management. After
sever al falsealarms, and postponements, it appear sthat theFor est Serviceisactually goingtobegin thePlan revision processthisyear. We
must beready. Itistheonetimewhen citizenscan haveasay in how theNational For estismanaged. Wemust beat thetablewith asteady,
loud voice. Asthetimber resourceson theFor est matureand becomemor evaluablein themarket place, theexploitativefor cesof industry will
begreat.

W€ ll hear from Forest Planner sfor theFor est Serviceaswell asfrom Mark Donham, Program Dir ector for Hear twood.

Heartwood isan association of groups, individuals, and businessesdedicated tothehealth and well being of thenativefor est of the Central
Hardwood region, and itsinter dependent plant, animal, and human communities.

Scky
Board of Directorsmeeting
Outingscontinue

Bunk spaceisavailableat Handley Cabin

Tent Campingallowed on grounds, or at TeaCreek or Day Run For est Service Campgr oundsnear by.
Motelsin Edray.

WEe Il havemealsthr ough Sunday L unch

L ook for mor einfor mation, registration form,and completedetailsintheApril | ssueof theHighlandsVoice.
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