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WINDMILLS IN THE MONONGAHELA NATIONAL FOREST?
Faced with rumors of proposals for windfarms within the Monongahela National Forest, the West Virginia Highlands

Conservancy’s Wind Energy Committee set out in search of information.  Here are the results (such as they are) of that searach.

CONSERVANCY FILES FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT REQUEST

FOREST SERVICE WON’T SAY

In an effort to either verify or debunk the rumors of pro-
posed wind farms in the Mon Forest, the Conservancy’s Wind
Energy Committee submitted a  Freedom of Information Act
request.  Here is the text of that request:

May 21, 2003

USDA Forest Service
ATTN: Kate Goodrich
200 Sycamore St.
Room 500
Elkins, WV  26241

Dear Kate:

Under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), I am
requesting access to any records you have of inquiries or appli-
cations for use of Monongahela National Forest (MNF) land for
the installation or operation of commercial wind energy facilities
during the last three years.  If there have been such inquiries or
applications, I would like the following details:

(a) whether the inquiry or application was to build and oper-
ate a wind energy facility, to bring wind energy equipment

(Continued on page 3)

Here is the Forest Service’s response:
. June 30, 2003

Peter Shoenfeld
714 Chesapeake Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Shoenfeld:

This is in response to your May 21, 2003, Freedom of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) request regarding records relating to inquiries
or applications for use of Monongahela National Forest (MNF) land
for the installation or operation of commercial wind energy facilities
during the last three years.

Personnel of the MNF searched their files and located no
applications for development of such facilities on the Forest.  Our
understanding is that there has been some expression of interest
in such development and that the Forest has very limited docu-
ments which would be responsive to your request.  However, such
information is being withheld under the FOIA.  Exemption 4 (5
U.S.C. 552(b)(4)(Confidential Business Information).  This exemp-
tion protects from disclosure commercial or financial information
that is privileged or confidential.  It is intended to protect both the
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From the Western Slopes ………..

About “Green Energy” Column
by Frank Young

The May and June issues of the Highlands Voice featured
a new column series of articles about  “green” energy use tips and
information about conservation and emerging energy technologies.
I hope this series can continue.

These columns’ author, Allan Tweddle, is semi-retired from
both corporate and self-employment as an engineer who has been
involved in both Department of Defense related manufacturing and
operations, and private sector environmental remediation and pol-
lution prevention for 40 years. Tweddle styles himself an environ-
mental “ideapreneur”. Some of his ideas about innovative energy
conservation and breaking technologies appear here.

The Highlands Voice has usually been about hiking, about
outrage over this or that environmental abomination, with an occa-
sional book review or discourse on dirt, trees, fish or the like.  

Recently I devoted the president’s regular column to lobby
readers toward preserving the Highlands by so efficiently using
energy that common energy production related threats to them (the
Highlands) become obsolete. And now we have this new “green
energy”’ series. The casual Voice reader might notice this new ap-
proach and wonder how it fits in with what we have always done
and continue to do.

I believe that this approach does not contradict, but rather
compliments our traditional role. We can both gripe about the ex-
cesses and the debauchery of unbridled “growth and development”
relating to pursuing energy sources, while advocating ways to lessen
energy consumption and development of more benign energy
sources and policies.

As I said in an earlier column, one way to decrease and
discredit traditional energy sources like coal and  oil and other fos-
sil fuels would be to simply make them obsolete through both con-
servation and development and promotion of clean and green new
energy technologies. Indeed, this could turn out to be one of the
easiest and most successful ways to accomplish preservation and
protection of the highlands we so cherish from energy demand
induced debauchery.

Due to computer problems, the usual “green energy” col-
umn is not in this, the July issue of the Highlands Voice. But I hope
that Mr. Tweddle’s column can continue, and that Voice readers
have a good interest in his column. Let us know what you think.

Reminder: WV Highlands Conservancy
Summer Board Meeting July 19th

     The Summer Board of Directors meeting of the WV Highlands
Conservancy will be held Saturday, July 19th, starting at 9:30 AM.
The location, probably at or near Elkins, will be announced on the
WVHCBOARD e-mail list serve, and in the pre-meeting packet
mailed to Board members.
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The Highlands Voice is published monthly by the West Vir-
ginia Highlands Conservancy, P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321.
Articles, letters to the editor, graphics, photos, poetry, or other infor-
mation for publication should be sent to the editor via the internet or by
the U.S. Mail by last Friday of each month.  You may submit material
for publication either to the address listed above or to the address
listed for Highlands Voice Editor on the previous page.  Submissions
by internet or on a floppy disk are preferred.

The Highlands Voice  is always printed on recycled paper.  Our
printer uses 100% post consumer recycled paper when available.

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy web page is
www.wvhighlands.org

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy is a non-profit
corporation which has been recognized as a tax exempt organization
by the Internal Revenue Service.  Its bylaws describe its purpose:

     The purposes of the Conservancy shall be to promote, encour-
age, and work for the conservation- including both preservation and
wise use- and appreciation of the natural resources of West Vir-
ginia and the Nation, and especially of the Highlands Region of
West Virginia, for the cultural, social, educational, physical, health,
spiritual and economic benefit of present and future generations of
West Virginians and Americans.

FOIA REQUEST
(Continued from page 1)

FOREST SERVICE RESPONSE
(Continued from page 1)

across MNF land, or for some other related purpose (please
specify),
(b) a geographic description of the land involved, including
the approximate boundaries of any contemplated wind farm
and any maps that may have been prepared,
(c) the size of the intended facility, in megawatts or number
of turbines, if this is known,
(c) the name of the company or individual inquiring or ap-
plying,
(d) the response of the USFS to the inquiry or application,
including any internal correspondence, and
(e) the present status of the inquiry or application, if it is still
active.

I am submitting this request on behalf of the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy, a public interest group.  If there are any
fees charged for searching or copying the records,  please supply
the records without informing me of the cost if the fees do not
exceed $200, which I agree to pay.   If you deny any part of this
request, please cite each specific reason that you think justifies
your refusal to release the information.

In addition, I would like to be provided this same informa-
tion regarding any future inquiries or applications for the next
three years.  If this will require periodic additional future FOIA
requests, please so inform me, and otherwise please provide me
this information as it arises.

Please notify me of appeal procedures available under the
law. If you have any questions processing this request, you may
contact me at the following telephone number:  (301)587-6197,
or be e-mail at peter@mountain.net.

Sincerely,
Peter Shoenfeld
Chair, Wind Energy Committee
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

interests of individuals submitting proprietary information and the
interests of the government in receiving continued access to such
data.

Also, you asked to be provided the same information re-
garding any future inquiries or applications for the next three years.
Please note that a FOIA request covers only existing data, not fu-
ture records.  The Forest Service is not required to send new records
as they are created because of an earlier FOIA request.

Since no records exist and documents are being withheld,
this constitutes an adverse determination, which you may appeal
under 5 U.S.C. (a)(6)(A)(i).  Any appeal must be made in writing to
the Chief, USDA Forest Service, Mail Stop 1143, 1400 Indepen-
dence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-1143, within 45 days
from the date of this letter.  The term “FOIA APPEAL” should be
placed in capital letters on the front of the envelope.

Sincerely,
Randy Moore
Regional Forester

The Freedom of Information makes exempt from
disclosure the following information:

trade secrets and commercial or financial information
obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4)

HEARINGS SCHEDULED ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT FOR MOUNTAINTOP REMOVAL OPERATIONS
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Office of Sur-
face Mining, and WV Department of Environ-
mental Protection will hold public hearings on
its Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) on Mountaintop Mining/Val-
ley Fills in Appalachia.

The hearings will be held on July 22,
2003, at: The Forum at the Hal Rogers Cen-

ter, 101 Bulldog Lane, Hazard, KY and on July
24, 2003, at Charleston Civic Center-Little
Theater, 200 Civic Center Drive, Charleston
WV.  Each of the two public hearings will have
two sessions. The first session will be from
2:00 - 5:00 pm  and the second session will
be 7:00 - 11:00 pm on each day.

These public hearings are being
conducted to allow the public to provide oral
comments on the draft EIS.  The draft EIS

and its associated appendices are posted at
the EPA Region III website: http://
www.epa.gov/region3/mtntop/index.htm.
Copies can also be viewed at local agency
offices and public libraries.  Copies may also
be requested by calling the EPA Region III
toll free EIS Request Hotline at
1-800-228-8711.
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Longtime Highlands Conservancy Member, Environmental Activist Dies In Plane Crash

A FRIEND REMEMBERED
By Tom Rodd

Richard DiPretoro, age 54, a long-time member of the West
Virginia Highlands Conservancy, was killed in an airplane accident
on June 15, 2003, near Greensburg, PA.  Richard was piloting a
small plane that was taking recreational skydivers aloft.  The plane
developed engine trouble on take-off and crashed while trying to
make an emergency landing.  Richard and three passengers died
instantaneously; one passenger was taken to the hospital in critical
condition.

Richard was raised in Rhode Island, and graduated from
Dartmouth College in 1970 with a Bachelor of Science in Geology.
He came to West Virginia in 1970 when he moved with several
friends from college to live in rural Wetzel County.

In Wetzel County, Richard joined many other “hippie home-
steaders” in the “back-to-the-land” movement that experimented with
simpler, rural, alternative lifestyles.  Richard shared the perception
of most homesteaders that the mainstream American culture of con-
sumption, status symbols, and respect for establishment authority
was spiritually, morally, politically, ecologically, and economically
bankrupt.  They initially sought to change that culture through their
own lifestyle changes – but as they aged, most also felt called to
engage in social action, to advance the better world they dreamt of.
In these efforts, their roots remained in the counterculture vision of
a more communitarian, convivial society — where mutual aid, af-
fection, hospitality, and sharing are dominant values and virtues.
Richard embodied these values.  His easy laugh, his cooperative
and caring instincts, and his sensitive thoughtfulness will never be
forgotten by those who knew him.

Richard became interested in surveying, and after lengthy
study and apprenticeship, obtained a surveyor’s license.  He also
worked as a paralegal and as an underground coal miner, operating
a roof bolting machine at a large Consolidation Coal Company mine.
In the late 70s, Richard enrolled in graduate school at West Virginia
University, where he obtained a Master’s Degree in Geology.

Richard’s study of hydrogeology enabled him to understand
how water falls from the sky, soaks into the earth, flows through the
earth at various levels, and emerges in springs and lakes, and goes
eventually to the sea — there to evaporate and begin the cycle again.
His study of geology led him to understand how the various forms of
rock, clay, and sand have eroded and compressed and lifted and
shifted over time — and how their chemistry affects the water that
moves through and over the earth.  His master’s thesis (more on
this topic later) was on the prediction of post-mining drainage qual-
ity at surface mine sites.

In the 70s, Richard  joined with others in forming West Vir-
ginia Mountain Stream Monitors (“MSM”), which worked to prevent
stream pollution from coal mine drainage in North Central West
Virginia.  MSM did innovative stream quality monitoring using chemi-
cal testing and also benthic life (stream insect) monitoring, and Ri-
chard and MSM were part of several major campaigns to restrict
mining in areas where post-mining toxic drainage was likely to re-
sult.  He was also active in the Highlands Conservancy, and served
on the Conservancy Board.

After graduate school, Richard began to work full-time as a
consultant on the environmental aspects of mining. He worked ex-
clusively for landowners and citizen and community groups.  From
the claims of farmers in Western Pennsylvania who lost their springs
to longwall mining, to Indian tribes in Utah whose sacred mountain
spaces were threatened by arsenic used in gold mines, to West
Virginia conservation groups seeking to protect valuable fisheries,

Richard served as the lead geological and hydrological expert and
consultant in scores of campaigns.

Richard was one of very few people in the United States with
hydrogeological expertise who could and would help citizens in their
efforts to protect their property and their communities.

Of course, many people had Richard’s qualifications and
expert credentials, if not his intelligence and energy.  But almost
everyone who had Richard’s level of credentials and experience
chose to make at least part of their living working for mining compa-
nies or regulatory agencies (even people working only for universi-
ties depend on these companies and agencies for funding.)  And
the fact is that to enthusiastically help people who are directly chal-
lenging a mining company or  a regulatory agency means that in the
future — for any consultant — the chances of getting work from
those companies and agencies is low.  So citizens have a terrible
time finding independent experts who will assist them.

Richard chose to forego the ordinary route to economic sur-
vival in his profession, in order to be able to put his expertise to the
service of ordinary citizens.  As a result, he scraped by financially —
when his intellect and energy would have permitted him to do very
well, if he had gone over to “the Dark Side.”

But although Richard worked for citizens and communities,
and supported their efforts in many ways, he was incorruptible as
an expert.  He would not reach conclusions just because his clients
wanted those conclusions.  If there wasn’t enough evidence to sup-
port his client’s position, Richard would say so.

I remember him telling me that early on in his work, he was
appearing as a witness in court, and he stretched his testimony just
a little bit — to reach the conclusion that the clients wanted.  Then,
the lawyer on the other side made Richard look like a monkey on
cross-examination, because Richard didn’t have the all of the facts
to back up his opinion (although the opinion was probably right.)
Richard vowed to never let that happen again.  His honor and his
reputation for integrity and honesty were much more important to
him than winning

Richard was a tremendous asset in all of the campaigns he
worked on.  His lively intelligence, and his sweet, curious, generous
and loving spirit, made him a beloved friend and colleague to hun-
dreds of people who came to know him in his environmental work
— including those who worked on opposing sides.

I met Richard in Morgantown in the early 1980s, where he
had settled during graduate school.  He was a handsome, slender
man of middle height, then with a long “Chinaman’s” pigtail hanging
down his back.  (I don’t know exactly when he cut it off; it may have
been in the mid-80s, when he began to testify more in court in front
of juries.)

I was beginning to practice environmental law.  Richard had
worked several years earlier as an expert consultant for citizens
who were opposing the proposed Omega Mine on the 4-H Camp
Road.  The citizens opposing the mine said it would cause hun-
dreds of thousands of gallons of toxic mine drainage for decades —
but the coal company and their hired experts pooh-poohed the citi-
zens’ predictions.  The coal company won in court, and the mine
opened.

After the mining was completed, millions of gallons of toxic
drainage began to flow from the mine – just as Richard and the
citizens had prophesied.  The citizens hired me and Richard, and
sued the coal company and the state regulators, to try to clean up
the mess.  The citizens “won” this time (as much as they could win,
given the mess that was left), and today the State is spending hun-
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dreds of thousands of dollars each year to treat the toxic discharges
from the Omega Mine.

In a life of many accomplishments, I believe that the single
greatest personal and professional achievement of Richard’s life
occurred while he was in graduate school — although he built on
that achievement for the rest of his life.  That achievement was his
proof that surface mine reclamation techniques have little or no ef-
fect on the chemical characteristics of post-mining groundwater
drainage from the mine site.

Before Richard stepped into the picture in the late 70s, and
conducted his field research at about 30 mined-out surface mine
sites near Morgantown, all of the professors, coal company experts,
and State regulators who dealt with mine land reclamation were
operating on the basis of a comforting — but wholly unproven —
assumption.

That assumption was that if a surface mine was nicely
smoothed over, and if the application of plenty of topsoil and fertil-
izer grew lovely green grass on the surface of the reclaimed mine
site — then, the groundwater drainage that flowed through and came
off the mine site would be of acceptable quality.  (Richard taught me
that a mine in Appalachia will over a year average about a half a
gallon a minute per acre of such drainage — which means that a
500-acre mine will put out 15,000 gallons of drainage per hour, 24
hours a day, essentially forever.)

In the 1980s, there were already hundreds of abandoned
surface mines in Western Pennsylvania and Northern West Vir-
ginia – where the post-mining drainage had a pH of 3 or less (like
battery acid), and contained toxic levels of dissolved minerals like
iron and aluminum.  Because no one really wanted to know the
truth about mine drainage, no one had studied the ause of this toxic
mine drainage in a scientific way.

Before Richard did his work, the coal companies’ experts
(and their tame regulators and professors in articles and journals) –
without any scientific evidence for their belief — blamed all of this
toxic drainage on “bad reclamation.”

“Trust us,” they said.  “We can do it right this time,” they
said, as they sought new permits to mine — sometimes right next to
old, polluting mines that were turning the streams orange.  “Don’t
worry,” they said.  “We’ll reclaim it, and the water will be fine.”  And
the regulatory agencies went right along, never questioning the com-
panies’ assurances.

Richard decided to question those assurances and assump-
tions.  Richard found a professor who would sponsor his work, and
with a meticulously designed project he studied thirty mine sites
near Morgantown.

Richard’s study didn’t look just at whether the surface of the
post-mined land was “pretty.”  He also looked at the chemical com-
position of the rocks above and below the coal; these rocks are
broken up in mining.  Richard’s hypothesis was that the chemistry
of these rocks determines the chemical characteristics of the post-
mining drainage.

The study absolutely confirmed the hypothesis.  In every case,
it was the rock chemistry that made the difference, and the “pretty
green cover” was irrelevant.  Richard found mines where the aban-
doned mine was a mess of rubble — like the surface of the moon —
but the water coming from the mine site was pure and clean.  Why?
Because the associated rocks were alkaline shales.  And he found
mine sites that looked like like well-groomed pasture fields — but
the drainage from the golf-course-like site was nevertheless toxic
battery acid.  Why?  Acidic sandstone rocks overlay the coal seams.

Richard’s scientific work was impeccable; the data were con-
clusive and compelling.  Richard’s work blew every piece of wishful-
thinking speculation out of the water.  His research stopped a huge
lie – squarely in its tracks.

Richard’s was not only the first study to address the issue —

it was also essentially the last, because his results could not be
challenged.  Every piece of scientific work on mine reclamation and
mine drainage after Richard’s work has relied on the basic facts
that he nailed down.

The consequences of Richard’s work were huge at the time,
and they remain powerful today.  Even the most blind-eyed regula-
tors have had to face the facts about how acid mine drainage is
created.  They have had to say “no” to mining proposals where new
toxic drainage would be created.  And Richard said that he regarded
his work in causing a number of mining companies and state regu-
lators to pay huge sums for ongoing mine drainage cleanup as a
lasting achievement of his life – because those costs serve as an
ongoing deterrent to the creation of new acid mine drainage sources.

Richard’s great accomplishments, like the work that I have
described, arose from his love for the natural world and for his fel-
low human beings.  And Richard sought to protect the world and the
people who live in it with his favorite tool — science.

I don’t know when Richard discovered science, but when he
did, he found the organizing principle of his life.  For many years,
Richard lent me his weekly copies of Science News after he had
read them cover-to-cover (but he wanted them back!).  Every issue
had news of discoveries in chemistry, biology, physics, and every
other discipline, and he enjoyed reading about them all.  I remem-
ber how much fun it was to sit with him at lunch and marvel at what
humankind was learning, seen through his laughing eyes.

Richard brought a methodical and scientific approach to other
parts of his life, apart from his work.  This is not to say that Richard
did not enjoy music, or movies, or warm sands and tropical beaches.
He did.  His friends from in Wetzel County certainly remember his
“party animal” side.  But even his approach to hedonism was some-
what scientific.  Earlier this year he told me that he had been getting
depressed listening to the news while driving in his car (me, too!),
so he was embarking on a “project” of “listening to more rock and
roll.”  “I find it elevates my mood,” he told me.

Richard had many sides and accomplishments that I do not
have room to discuss.  His knowledge of the economics, technol-
ogy, and history of mining was encyclopedic.   He became an expert
pilot.  He traveled to Japan, the Caribbean, and Central America,
and studied mining in Germany.  He married and built a home and
livelihood in Pittsburgh.  In the last decade of his life, he helped
develop natural gas resources, which he saw as crucial to dealing
with global warming.  He leaves behind a loving family and friends,
and a world that is much better for his being here.

Thank you, Richard.  We miss you and we love you.

(Continued from p. 4)
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July 12-13, Sat-Sun.  Two day backpack trip in Middle Mountain Roadless
Area.  Venture up into a very wild yet little know area of the Mon.  We will
set just above Anthony Creek and follow the Bear Branch up Middle Moun-
tain and along its spine.  Previous backpacking experience required.
Contact Matt Keller mattk@tws.org

July 13. Sun. Sinks of Gandy. Walk-crawl-wade-swim almost a mile
underground following the Gandy Creek through the mountain. A unique
opportunity for an unforgettable adventure. Led by professional geologist
and naturalist Barnes Nugent. Suitable for caving novices. Limited to group
of 20.  Contact Barnes Nugent, (304) 284-9548, barnes@geosrv.wvnet.edu.

July 26-27, Sat-Sun. Two day backpack trip to Seneca Creek Roadless
Area.  Seneca Creek has very high Wilderness potential.  Come out and
see why! We’ll hike the creek and up the flanks of Spruce Mountain for
some spectacular views of the WV. Highlands. Prior backpacking experi-
ence required.  Contact Matt Keller mattk@tws.org

July 26th through July 29th: Otter Creek, 4 day car camping. Camp at
Stuart Park near Elkins. Day 1: Set up camp. Day 2: Hike 9-11 miles. Day
3: 6.5-7 mile shuttle hike on the Allegheny Trail following Beautiful Glady’s
Fork. Optional dinner out at the Cheat River Inn. Day 4: Break camp.
Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964, mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

August 2, Sat.  The Garden Party at Walnut Farm  Join us for 3rd an-
nual Garden Party fundraising event for our Wilderness Campaign 1-6pm. 
The Walnut Farm is located near Morgantown. Contact Dave Saville for
more information or directions. (304) 284-9548 dave@wvhighlands.org

August 8 - 10,  Fri-Sun.  Dolly Sods Waterways.  Looking for a way to
cool off this summer?  How about dowsing your head under a waterfall in
one of WV’s premier hiking destinations?  Help find swimming holes in
Red Creek as we backpack both in and out of the Creek.  This trip is
moderate to strenuous.  Contact Susan Bly at sbly@shepherd.edu or 304-
258-3319 between 7:00 and 9:00 pm.

August 9th: Big Blue/Paddy Run Scouting Trip, Great North Moun-
tain/GWNF, VA-WV. The backbone of the outing is a 7-8 mile moderate
shuttle hike on North Mountain starting on the Tuscarora Trail at U.S. 55,
East of Wardensville, to the Gerhardt Memorial Shelter, down to Paddy
Run to the hike’s end on FR93 in the valley between The Great North
Mountain and Paddy Mountain. Along the way we will be exploring other
trails/roads for possible future hikes. Total mileage for the day may be
between 10 and 12. Bring extra water and snacks. Leave Rt. 32/Broken
Land Parkway park and ride ( bus side) at 8:00. Contact Mike Juskelis at
(H) 410-439-4964 or Email at mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

August 15th-17th: Blue Bend Car Camping trip. Three day trip to the
Monongahela National Forest, WV. Camp along scenic Anthony Creek
under the Hemlocks and surrounded by mountains. Hike Blue Bend Loop
trail and Anthony Creek trail. On the way home visit the Hump Back cov-
ered bridge and scenic Goshen Pass. Contact Mike Juskelis at 410-439-
4964 or Email at mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

August 16, Sat. Volunteer outing. We’ll be building exclosures on the
Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge to protect balsam fir from over
browsing by whitetailed deer.  Contact Dave Saville (304) 284-9548,
dave@wvhighlands.org.

August 16 & 17  Backpack in proposed Cranberry Wilderness Ex-
pansion area.  Come and see why it deserves wilderness designation.
This will be a fairly strenuous 10 mile trip.  Bring your bathing suit for a dip
in the Cranberry River, or even a fishing pole.  Contact Beth Little at
blittle@citynet.net or 304-653-4277.

August 23, Sat. Volunteer outing. We’ll be finishing up exclosures on
the Canaan Valley National Wildlife Refuge to protect balsam fir from
over browsing by whitetailed deer.  Contact Dave Saville (304) 284-9548,
dave@wvhighlands.org.

August 30- Sep 2, Sat.-Tues. Backpacking, base-camping and hiking
on Red Creek/ Roaring/ Flatrock Plains—one of the highest, most rug-
ged, and most scenic parts of the West Va. Highlands and Monongahela
National Forest. We will camp on, and explore, the rims of Allegheny
Front and Long Run that offer some of the best views (and scenery) in the
area - much of it rarely seen. Hopefully we will have time to visit Haystack
Knob, Thunderstruck Rock, Mt. Porte Crayon and much of the north Rim
of Long Run. Prior backpacking experience required. 16 miles of back-
packing. Limit: 10. Contact Bruce Sundquist, 724-327-8737 or
bsundquist1@juno.com

September 11th-14th: Tea Creek/Cranberry Wilderness Car Camp-
ing Trip. Four day car camping trip to the Monongahela National Forest,
WV. Hikes to include a 10 mile circuit hike utilizing trails in and around the
Tea Creek Water Shed and a 11 mile shuttle hike along the middle fork of
the Williams River in the Cranberry Wilderness. Contact Mike Juskelis,
410-439-4964, mjuskelis@cablespeed.com

October 3rd-6th: Seneca Shadows Car Camping trip. Four day car
camping trip. The feature hike is a 5 mile circuit of the Roaring Plains
Canyon Rim trail lead by Jonathan Jessup on Oct. 4th. (See http://
www.jonathanjessup.com/rp-set1.html for pictures)  October 5th will fea-
ture an 11 mile circuit hike in the Seneca Creek Watershed with several
stream crossings.  Reservations for the camping sites recommended.
Contact Mike Juskelis, 410-439-4964, mjuskelis@cablespeed.com.

October 4th, Sat. - Roaring Plains - Canyons Rim Trail Day Hike.
Explore and witness spectacular, remote, rocky and rarely visited high
elevation country.  Many excellent views.  Be prepared for cool temps and
weather extremes.  Only one 400ft climb.  ~5 miles   See photos at http:/
/www.jonathanjessup.com/rp-set1.html   Hosted by Jonathan Jessup.
(703)204-1372   jonathanjessup@hotmail.com

October 11-13, Sat-Mon.  Fall foliage on North Fork Mountain.  Ex-
ceptional overlooks for a 26 mile backpack.  Reservations required.  Bad
weather dates are October 17-19.Please email Alan M. Aliskovitz at
amxa@hotmail.com or call him @724-283-5436

October 23-30, Thurs.-Thurs. Fall Review at Cheat Mountain Club. 
There will be a full week long slate of outings, workshops, music and fun. 
Contact Dave Saville (304) 284-9548, dave@wvhighlands.org

Almost Anytime. Visit Kayford Mountain south of Charleston to see
mountain top removal (MTR) up close and hear Larry Gibson’s story about
how he saved his mountain, now almost totally surrounded by MTR. Bring
a lunch— there is a picnic area on Larry’s mountain. Just call Larry or
Julian Martin. Leaders: Julian Martin, (304)342-8989,
imaginemew@aol.com  and Larry Gibson, (304) 586-3287 or (304) 549-
3287 cellular.
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BUSHWACKING THE SENECA CREEK BACKCOUNTRY
Hosted by Susan  Bly; report by Jonathan Jessup
Spring had finally arrived and our group of six were eager to

backpack and bushwhack into Seneca Creek Backcountry.  Our
group was Susan, our leader, Frank, Jeff, Murat, Kisan and my-

self, Jonathan.  Our
goal was a bush-
whack beyond the
end of Huckleberry
Trail on the ridge of
Spruce Mountain,
West Virginia’s high-
est mountain and
then descend into
and up Seneca Creek
Valley.  Our bush-
whack was difficult,
rewarding, remote

and great fun.  This wild and free spruce forest is growing and
many younger trees in the forest stand in dense thickets.  Often we
pushed our way through spruce thickets not knowing what is be-
hind them, only to find yet more spruce thickets. Our group had
many years of experience in the back woods and that was put to
the test.  We explored the deepest bowls of remote spruce forests
and once again I got a pioneering feeling on a remote mountaintop
of The Mountain State.  There were no trails, no roads, no hunter
stands, no cars, no traffic lights.  We had only nature’s company, a
GPS and each other.

After camping on the edge of an open bog on the ridge of
Spruce Mountain, our descent into Seneca Creek the next day was
equally rewarding.  We had so much spring rains that the creek
was healthy in flow and the forest rich in greens.  The Upper Falls
of Seneca Creek were overflowing with clean water filtered by thou-
sands of acres of uninterrupted forests.  We camped at Judy
Springs with its constant
sound of running water in
the background.   Our last
day the weather broke and
blue skies teased us with
joyful thoughts of dry gear
and better hiking.   We
once paused on the trail to
enjoy a red eft salamander
on the trail and not long
after our trip was done.
We had successfully jour-
neyed into a wonderfully
beautiful and scenic cor-
ner of West Virginia.

ROCKING AND ROLLING
By Jonathan Jessup
One of the wonderful floral events on

the high plateaus in West Virginia is the
mountain laurel blooms that arrive in late
June of every year.  Our trip was of moder-
ate difficulty, allowing for car camping at Red
Creek Campground and with an optional
second day.  Jonathan Jessup led the group
of Andrea, Chris, Sheryl, Emilie, Bob, Bruce,
Marc, Mark, and Winchester (an English
sheepdog).

Bear Rocks gave the group a great
foray into the area with gorgeous sweeping
views. Each year’s bloom varies in intensity,
but this year’s was a better one than most I
remember.  The rain held off for the first
weekend in a long time to reveal stunning
views from Bear Rocks.  We saw the rolling
hills as well as the steep valleys.  The area
is home to West Virginia’s most alpine-line
environment.  We could easily see Stack
Rock, where a proposed windmill farm would
have stood if not for the Public Service
Commission’s just ruling.  From a rocky
knob just west of Bear Rocks, a grand view
rarely matched in the Highlands you can get
perhaps the best perspective of Allegheny
Front north and south of the Sods.  When
you stand there, you will see just how close
the giant windmills would have stood.  The
windmill farm story is to be continued..

We also visited “alligator rock” and
maneuvered through the boulder fields with
much anticipation of the scenes that lay
ahead. Don’t loose track of the group of you
could get stuck in the thick mountain laurel
as one of the group members found out.

The heavy spring rains made some
of the areas more challenging to cross.  The
bogs were mushy and even threatened to
steal a few boots.  On the second day, the
group took their time.  We weren’t quite ready
to leave the glorious views yet.  By mid af-
ternoon, the sun was high and hot, so a
break on Dobbin Grade at the right fork of
Red Creek was just what the group needed
to cool off.  Even Winchester frolicked in
the waters as we all wadded and soaked our
feet. Afterwards, Jonathan spotted two rare
balsam firs in bogs along the historic rail-
road grade, as we walked north. As we fin-
ished the last stretch before we reached the
road that led to our cars, we all felt fortunate
to have such a glorious weekend.

TRIP TO RAMSEY DRAFT
By Don Gasper

This was a rainy morning with storms
expected in that area of the Virginia-West
Virginia line.

I walked up abut one and one half
mile in a drizzle and enjoyed the day.  The
trail begins right at Highway 250 about thirty
miles into Virginia.  The first quarter mile is
very easy; the next quarter is over a red shale
bank and is a little rougher.  The next quar-
ter mile is another easy stretch.

I stopped at the first crossing.  It was
clear, bank-full and looked like Gandy Creek.
There was a tent camp there.

There were six cars parked while
their occupants hiked in this beautiful old
forest.  One hemlock thirty four inches in
diameter across the trail had been cut for
the passage of trail users.  It was 220 years
old.

Photos by Jonathan Jessup.  For more photos of the
trip, go to jonathanjessup.com/seneca-creek-
backcountry-page1.htm
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Wilderness committee in Washington to discuss with our delegation  more
Wilderness on the Monongahela National Forest.  Beth Little, Matt Keller,
Brian O”Donnell, Mary Wimmer and Dave Saville.

WILDERNESS CAMPAIGN GETS ROLLING
By Matt Keller
The West Virginia Wilderness Campaign is about to shift

into a new phase.  The Coalition has met with decision makers and
stakeholders and gotten their input and discussed their concerns
about what we are trying to accomplish.  We feel the campaign will
be successful only if we work collaboratively with a large sampling
of those concerned with the fate of the state’s wild places.

In that regard, we are off to a great start in building relation-
ships with the congressional delegation and certain land manage-
ment agencies in the state.   In addition to recently meeting with the
congressional delegation, we have met with the Division of Natural
Resource on what we are trying to accomplish.  We will be meeting
again with them soon to talk about specific candidate areas and
concerns they may have about them.  We have established a good
working relationship with Clyde Thompson and his staff at the
Monongahela National Forest supervisor’s office and will be work-
ing closely with them throughout the campaign.   Hopefully in Au-
gust, we will have an opportunity to take members of the West
Virginia congressional delegation and their staff out to see some of
the magnificent areas we are trying to protect.

Our communication with the West Virginia business com-
munity is off to a positive start as we have met with Gill Willis of Elk
River Touring Center and Chip Chase of Whitegrass Touring Cen-
ter.  If you own or know of a business that is likely to support our
work and would like their name (and a link) on our website and in

newsletters and brochures, please contact me (mattk@tws.org,
304-864-5530).  We are making steady progress in our field inven-
tories of potential wilderness areas.  New folks have recently got-
ten involved in this process and will be crucial in getting high prior-
ity areas completed by summer’s end.

It is time to pick up the pace in organizing those who love
West Virginia’s wild places.  It is clear that thousands of people
throughout West Virginia and the Mid-Atlantic region want to see
more wilderness designated on federal, public lands in West Vir-
ginia.   While we are interested in communicating with everyone in
the state and region interested in protecting these places, we would
especially like to hear from those folks who live in Webster,
Randolph, Pocahontas, Greenbrier, Tucker, Grant and Pendleton
counties.  People in those counties who care about our wild places
need to join together and speak with one voice that their members
of congress will hear loud and clear.   If you are interested in get-
ting involved in working locally to protect wild places, please con-
tact me as soon as possible.  We will soon be arranging meetings
in the aforementioned counties for wilderness advocates to come
together and develop strategy to build support and momentum for
a wilderness proposal.  If you have any questions, comments or
concerns regarding the wilderness campaign, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me

Monongahela National Forest
Hiking Guide

by Allen deHart & Bruce Sundquist

Published by the

West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy
The new 7th edition covers:

 more than 200 trails for over 700 miles

trail scenery, difficulty, condition, distance, elevation,

access points, streams and skiing potential.

 detailed topographic maps

 over 50 photographs

5 wilderness Areas totaling 77,965 acres

700 miles of streams stocked with bass and trout
send $14.95 plus $3.00 shipping to:

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
PO Box 306 Charleston, WV 25321

Or, visit our website at
www.wvhighlands.org
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A MEETING OF THE MINDS ON WILDERNESS
By Matt Keller
I had never been to the Cheat Mountain Club, but from the

glowing terms in which my friends and colleagues described it, I
figured I was in for a treat.  One of the owners, Stephen Kern, had
been kind and generous enough to donate some of his allotted
days there for a meeting to further our wilderness campaign.
Despite all the potential distractions (fly fishing, hiking, paddling,
lounging etc.), a large group of wilderness advocates worked dili-
gently in strategizing and planning for our wilderness campaign.
We were fortunate enough to get some nice weather of which we
used half a day to get out and do inventory work in a potential
wilderness area.

Upon arrival, old and new friends spent some time catch-
ing up in the beautiful, hand-hewn log lodge that is the Cheat
Mountain Club.  Soon there after, we got down to business, first
getting some new folks up to speed on the progress and status of
the wilderness campaign.  We spent a good deal of time after that
putting together plans to organize on a county by county level: a
grassroots approach where people in the state that want more
wilderness on federal, public lands can come together and make
their voices heard.

That evening, after our brainstorm had been reduced to
more of a hazy fog, we headed up the road for a hike in the Mower
Tract.  This area is a recent USFS acquisition that has two sepa-
rate roadless areas (divided by the railroad) that have great wil-
derness potential.  The next morning we talked more on strategy
and organizing for a hour or two.  We had a very informative lec-
ture on GPS technology from Lisa Lacivita after that.

We were able to apply the information we received that
afternoon as we headed to the Cheat Mountain 6.2 area to do
inventory work.  For this, we were mostly interested in checking
the condition of a few roads depicted on the map.  The question
was, are they actual, well used roads that could keep the section
from being included in a potential wilderness area or have they

been long neglected and are being reclaimed by nature?  What
we found was encouraging.  A road network listed on the topo
map that could have severely limited the size of a potential wilder-
ness turned out to be a three foot wide grassy swath blocked off
by a large boulder.  It would make a good trail but is nowhere near
passable for any sort or vehicle.

The time we spent at the Cheat Mountain Club was highly
productive and highly enjoyable.  We made a great deal of progress
in further planning the wilderness campaign and the strategy we
will use to be successful in protecting special wild places that
deserve to be wilderness areas.   Special thanks to all who gave
their valuable time to attend and made this meeting a success.

The minds that met (bodies attached):Dave Saville, Jim Solley,
Brian O’Donnell, Max Squires, Mary Wimmer, Lisa Lacivita,
Fran Hunt, Ruth Blackwell Rogers, Matt Keller, Beth Little,
Jonathan Jessup, Frank Slider, Sam McCormick and Paul
Wilson  Photo by Jim Sollley

HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY SEEKS “SPECIAL PLACES”
By Frank Young

The West Virginia Public Service
Commission (PSC) has invited the WV
Highlands Conservancy and other inter-
ested groups to submit comments on sit-
ing rules the Commission will be develop-
ing for exempt wholesale generator (EWG)
electric power facilities. This new siting
authority was granted to the PSC by the
West Virginia legislature only recently. In-
stead of the usual “Certificate of Conve-
nience and Necessity” issued to facilities
providing regulated rate electricity, EWG
generators, which supply power to the un-
regulated, wholesale markets, will be is-
sued only “Siting Certificates” by the WV
PSC.

In developing comments to the
PSC, the Highlands Conservancy’s wind
power/green energy committee is seeking
to identify locations that our members and
Voice readers identify as “special places”
and deserving of special consideration in

regards to the impact of electrical power
generation facilities.

Power plant facilities could include
coal fired, wind powered, solar, hydro or
other types of power plants. “Special con-
siderations” for identified special places
could include consideration of the dis-
charge of pollutants into the air and
streams, noise effects, impacts upon pris-
tine or other “special” viewsheds”, or other
considerations as may arise.

Some places we already acknowl-
edge as worthy of special consideration
include Spruce Knob, Canaan Valley, Wil-
derness areas, National and State Parks,
etc. If your list of special places is espe-
cially long, you may want to rank them for
your priority (priority 1 sites, priority 2 sites),
etc.

Too, we expect to work with other
interested “green” individuals and citizen
groups in developing our comments to the

PSC. Making comprehensive and inclusive
comments to the Commission about power
plant siting considerations will be tedious
and difficult. The task is compounded by
the realization that some parts of some
kinds of facility location can be controver-
sial. The committee will endeavor to fairly
take all perspectives into consideration and
to make comprehensive and inclusive com-
ments to the PSC.

Comments to the PSC are due by
August 1st. So time is of some importance
on this project we have undertaken. Please
promptly send your “special place” list to
either Frank Young, WVHC President, at
Rt. 1 Box 108, Ripley WV 25271, or e-
mail fyoung@wvhighlands.org, phone
304-372-3945; or to: Peter Shoenfeld,
wind power committee chair, at 713 Chesa-
peake Ave., Silver Springs MD 20910,
phone 301-587-6197.
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Don’t all these cougars who keep getting sited know they are supposed to be extinct?

THE EASTERN COUGAR: EXTINCT OR NOT?
By Helen McGinnis

This is an update for an article in the
August 2002 issue of the Voice.  I noted then
that even though thousands of alleged sightings
of cougars have been recorded east of the Mis-
sissippi and in eastern Canada, reports that
have actually been verified with carcasses or
good photographs, videotapes, tracks, scats or
characteristic deer kills are few and widely scat-
tered.  Chris Bolgiano and co-authors knew of
eleven confirmations between 1976 and 2000.
(The article is posted at www.magicalliance.org/
Cougar/Evidence%20of%20Cougar.htm).

Since last year, I have learned about
only two additional confirmations.
(1) Last August, Marc Gauthier found some in-

triguing hairs caught on a “hair snare” that
he had set out on the Gaspé Peninsula of
Quebec.  Hair snares can be squares of
carpet studded with carpet tacks, or Velcro-
like substances, impregnated with an attrac-
tant that hopefully induces a passing cat to
rub against it, leaving some of its hair, roots
and all.  These hairs can be identified by
DNA analysis.  They have been used with
considerable success in locating lynx and
also cougars in the southwestern United
States.  Dr. Virginia Stroeher, a DNA spe-
cialist at Bishop’s University in Lennoxville,
Quebec, confirmed that the hairs Gauthier
submitted were indeed cougar.

(2) Since 1995, people have reported seeing
cougars in New Castle County, northern
Delaware.  Photographs, videotapes and
sightings by staff of the Delaware Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Control back up these reports.  There
are probably at least two—perhaps as many
as four—cougars in residence.  One was
wearing a collar when it was first seen in
1995, so they are probably former captives.
They are surviving in a fairly well settled
area, living on deer and wild turkeys.  So
far, none have threatened or attacked
people,  pets ,  or  l ivestock (h t tp : / /
www.communitypub.com/)

Thirty years ago, wildlife biologists as-
sumed that cougars needed large tracts of rela-
tively road-free land to survive.  Delaware indi-
cates that this assumption is false.  Another
example of the cougar’s ability to recover and
co-exist with human comes from the Black Hills
of South Dakota.  Cougars supposedly were
numerous in the late 1800s.  Bounties were of-
fered for their remains between 1889 and 1966.
Evidently the bounties succeeded in eliminat-
ing them, because only one cougar was killed
between 1906 and 1996.  In 1978 they were
listed as a state threatened species.  Now the
species is recovering, perhaps reaching carry-
ing capacity.  This is despite the fact that the
Black Hills National Forest has a dense network
of roads.  A roaming cougar can hardly avoid
running into second home developments.

Documenting a resident breeding popu-
lation is a major goal of eastern cougar advo-

cates.  With such a population, regular confir-
mations would be coming from an area, and with
a reasonable search effort, investigators should
be able to find even more evidence.  A resident
population would thus be more than a few strag-
glers or occasional releases of captives that do
not survive long.  So only Florida and maybe
Michigan are the only eastern states with a
known resident populations.  There is no evi-
dence of breeding in Delaware.  Michigan is
controversial.  The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources does not acknowledge the
existence of resident populations.  Skeptics are
awaiting a peer-reviewed paper in a scientific
journal or meeting before making up their minds.

Todd Lester is trying to demonstrate the
existence of such a population in West Virginia.
He is the founder of the Eastern Cougar Foun-
dation (ECF) and a resident of Wyoming County
WV.  Last year the ECF submitted a proposal
for remote cameras to two different foundations.
I was one of the people who helped research
the proposal.  We really didn’t expect to be
funded, but to our surprise, both the Summerlee
and Norcross Foundations accepted our grant
requests.  In February we met with representa-
tives of the US Forest Service and the WV De-
partment of Natural Resources (the US Fish and
Wildlife Service representative couldn’t make
it) and two professors with first hand experience
with big cats (Dr. Dave Maehr, author of The
Florida Panthers: Life and Death of a Vanish-
ing Carnivore, and Dr. Marcella Kelly, who is
using remote cameras to study jaguars in
Belize).  We drew up a protocol.  Todd bought
20 PhotoScout remote cameras, and in April,
he set them up in a promising area in the
Monongahela National Forest.  The cameras
have captured many deer as well as raccoons,
bears, coyotes, bobcats, hikers, and a turkey
hunter—but so far, no cougars.  You can read
about the project and see some choice wildlife
photos on the ECF web s i te
(www.easterncougar.org).

The surprising confirmation from Dela-
ware was turned up by the Eastern Cougar
Network, a group of four men who systemati-
cally interviewed representatives of state and
provincial wildlife agencies in all the states and
Canadian provinces east of the Rocky Moun-
tains.  They are interested only in confirmations
and “probable” sightings that have occurred
since 1990.  Confirmations are defined as car-
casses, hair or scats verified as cougar by DNA
analysis, and indisputable videos and photo-
graphs.  “Probables” include scat verified as
cougar by the thin-layer chromatography
method, track sets (more than one track left by
an individual at about the same time) verified
by a qualified professional; a characteristic kill,
wounds on an animal or human which are veri-
fied as probable cougar by a qualified profes-
sional, and a clear sighting by a state or federal
wildlife professional. Their findings are summa-
r ized in a map (ht tp: / /
www.easterncougarnet.org/Conclusions.htm),

which shows that cougar populations are be-
ginning to recover lost territory west of the Mis-
sissippi River.  Confirmations come from every
Midwestern state except Kansas.  East of the
Mississippi, it’s another matter.

The paucity of confirmations in the cen-
tral Atlantic region—Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and West Vir-
ginia—is surprising.  Outside of Delaware, the
only confirmation is a set of tracks that Todd
Lester found in 1996 in southern West Virginia.
(He and others have also collected scats that
are awaiting DNA analysis.)  Literally thousands
of reports of sightings, some of them close up
and convincing, have been recorded in the re-
gion.  Missing, however, are carcasses of road-
killed cougars. Vehicle collisions are the num-
ber one cause of death for cougars in the Black
Hills.  They die on highways in Florida and in
every western state.

If you ask academics and profession-
als who study live cougars, almost certainly
most will tell you that cougars don’t occur in the
East.  But this “common knowledge” is erod-
ing.  At the 7th Mountain Lion Workshop held in
this past May in Jackson, Wyoming, Harley
Shaw said his own perceptions are changing.
Along with Maurice Hornocker, Shaw is one of
the pioneers in the scientific study of the moun-
tain lions.  He is beginning to think that cou-
gars might be able to co-exist with human in
the East.  A few real carcasses and photos are
showing up.  He urged wildlife professionals to
support the eastern state wildlife agencies.
Right now, he said, the state agencies are
“catching holy hell.”

The cougar biologists at the workshop
agreed that the biggest issue of this century
would be habitat preservation and establish-
ment of corridors between suitable habitats.
Parts of the West Coast and Intermountain West
are exploding with development.  When I moved
East from California, I had the subconscious
perception that the East was all one big city.  I
suspect some western biologists have a simi-
lar erroneous idea.  Back East, we know better.
We have better cover for hiding and stalking
prey than the West, and we have more than
enough deer.  Eastern forests are more biologi-
cally productive than most western forests and
thus can support higher densities of prey spe-
cies.  Human populations are declining in many
rural areas.  Conditions are right for the return
of cougars.

The big question is whether easterners
will tolerate a large predator. Dr. Lee Fitzhugh
of the University of California has been collect-
ing and tabulating reports of cougar attacks in
North America for the past 15 years.  As of Janu-
ary, cougars had killed sixteen people since
1890.  As a potential cause of death, cougars
aren’t even worth mentioning, but many
easterners are worried nonetheless.  Cougar
advocates and the state agencies have a big
education job ahead if they want viable popula-
tions of this top predator to become established.
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Join Now and get a free gift!!

West
Virginia
Highlands
Conservancy
www.wvhighlands.org

The Emerald Realm, Earth’s Precious Rain Forests.  Together, earth’s tropical rain forests make up a globe girdling emerald
realm that occupies just 5 percent of the world’s land area-yet nurtures half its plant animal species.  From this cornucopia pours an
array of foods and herbs, medicines and chemicals, and a variety of construction materials.  The magnificence, the fragility, the
mystery of “the most diverse, the most complex, and the least understood ecosystem on earth” are yours to experience in this 200
page National Geographic book.  A $20.00 value free to new members.  Premium available to new members only.

Yes!  Sign me up.

Name Membership Categories (circle one)
Individual Family Org.

Address Senior $15
Student $15

City                                  State                Zip Introductory/
Other $15

Phone                              E-Mail Regular $25 $35 $50
Associate $50 $75 $100
Sustaining $100 $150 $200
Patron $250 $500 $500
Mountaineer $500 $750 $1,000

Mail to: West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, P. O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321

We are now offering a wonderful incentive for new membership
applications we receive.  We have had beautiful National Geo-
graphic books donated to us and are offering them as premiums
to new members.  Join now, using the form below, to get your
free  gift.

CORL Needs Logging Reports
by Frank Young

Has a logging job affected your property, or other property near
you? If so, tell us about it. The Coalition For Responsible Logging
(CORL) needs to know about poorly managed logging jobs in your
area.

CORL has established an “information bank” of citizen com-
plaints about poorly managed logging operations for use in its broad-
ened public awareness campaign about the need for stronger laws
affecting logging jobs.

Problems caused by unsound logging practices include mud
or silt being washed from logging sites into ditches, roads and streams,
unstable and eroding logging roads, logs or log ends and slash (mostly
limbs and treetops) placed in areas where they can later be washed
into culverts and waterways. CORL also needs to know about unli-
censed logging operators and stolen timber.

To be legal, logging sites should have a sign showing the name
and the registration number of the logging operator. If this sign is not
present, the operation is in violation, and may indicate an unlicensed
logging operator.

Please report suspicious logging operations to CORL by con-
tacting: Knight Phillips Associates at 1-800-224-9684, e-mail:
lauralive@aol.com . Indicate your name and contact information, and
the exact location of the problem logging job. Photos showing details
of obvious problems are also most helpful; but photographs need to be
identified as to the date and the exact location the photograph was
taken.

FLOATING DOWN THE BUCKHANNON RIVER
By Don Gasper

Rain may make a hiking event miserable, but for a river trip,
enough water can make it more enjoyable. June 21st may have
started with the threat of rain, but two kayakers thought it would be
a great day for a float trip down the Buckhannon River. The water
was clear despite the many days of showers, and certainly running
well for a speedy trip down the river. So even though the day was
drizzly, it was worth the trip.

Monongahela National Forest Hiking Guide Photo
Cover Opportunity

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy is looking for a
family to model for the production of a new cover photo for the next
print run of the Mon Forest Hiking Guide.  We are trying to create a
photo this fall of a family in a camping setting.  The photo needs to
be shot by a professional photographer this year and hope that you
and your family would volunteer for this wonderful opportunity.

Please contact Jonathan Jessup at 703-204-1372 or by e-
mail at jonathanjessup@hotmail.com to learn more.
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Office of Surface Mining doesn’t mind and close calls go to the Government

COURT APPROVES MINE SUBSIDENCE IN PARKS, CLOSE TO HOMES
The United States Court of Appeals

for the District of Columbia has ruled that
mine subsidence is not a surface effect of
underground mining that would be prohib-
ited in parks and national forests or close to
homes, schools, churches, or other build-
ings.

The federal Surface Mining Control
and Reclamation Act prohibits mining in
certain locations such as within parks, na-
tional forests, or historic sites and within
three hundred feet of an occupied dwelling,
public building, school, church, community,
or institutional building, public park, or within
one hundred feet of a cemetery.

The question before the Court was
what the term “mining” meant.  There was
no doubt that the part of an underground
mine where miners go in and out and the
coal comes out is included. As a result, this
part of a mine cannot be located in parks,
etc. or close to homes, etc.

 The controversy comes over the
parts of the surface which are affected by

mine subsidence.  Mine subsidence is the
collapse of the surface as a result of the re-
moval of coal underneath the surface.

The plaintiffs, the Citizens Coal
Council, argued that subsidence was a sur-
face effect of underground mining and that,
as a result, it should be prohibited in parks,
etc. or close to homes, etc.  The Office of
Surface Mining argued that only areas sur-
rounding the part of the mine where miners
go in and out, etc. is included.  Under that
interpretation, subsidence would be allowed
in parks, etc. and close to homes, etc. so
long as the mine opening itself was more
than three hundred feet from the park, home,
etc.

The United States District Court had
agreed with the Citizens Coal Council’s in-
terpretation.

The Court of Appeals reversed the
District Court.  In its ruling it said that it could
not be sure whether mine subsidence was
a surface effect of underground mining that
should be prohibited in parks, national for-

ests, etc. or close to homes, etc.  The Court
reasoned that the Office of Surface Mining
was charged with interpreting and enforc-
ing the Surface Mining Control and Recla-
mation Act.  If the Office of Surface Mining
thought that the Act allowed subsidence in
these locations, then the Act must allow
subsidence in these locations.  Unless the
Court concluded that the agency interpreta-
tion was unreasonable, it would defer to the
agency interpretation of the law.

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 
presents its 

38 t h a n n u a l  
Fall  Review 

a t  

Chea t  M o u n t a i n   
Club 

 

October 2 3- 30,  2003  
 

Fo r  ove r  100  yea rs  known  as  a  g rea t  p l ace  f o r  hun t i ng ,  f i sh i ng  and  w i l de rness  adven tu re ,  
the  Cheat  Mounta in  C lub  i s  a  spec ia l  re t rea t  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d  -  a  g rac ious ,  qu ie t ,  

c o m f o r t a b l e  l o d g e  t h a t  f o s t e r s  c o n t e m p l a t i o n ,  g o o d  t a l k ,  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  e n j o y m e n t  i n  a  
p l ace  o f  spec tacu la r  na tu ra l  beau t y . 

 
This year,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t w o r k  w e  a r e  d o i n g  to protect  t h e  M o n o n g a h e l a  

Na t i ona l  Fo res t ,  we have  dec ided  t o  ded i ca te  an  en t i r e  week  t o  o u r  3 8 th  a n n u a l  F a l l  
Review.  I n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  i t  a l l ,  o n  C h e a t  M o u n t a i n ,  on the shores of  the Shavers Fork of  the 

Cheat  River ,  we’ l l  have workshops,  ar t ,  lectures,  out ings,  serv ice pro jects ,  d igni t a r i es ,  
m u s i c ,  a n d  a  w h o l e  l o t  o f  f u n .   D e t a i l s  a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  w o r k e d  o u t ,  b u t  m a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r  

f o r  t he  g rea tes t  Fa l l  Rev iew  eve r !   Con tac t  Dave  Sav i l l e  f o r  mo re  i n fo rma t i on  and  
reservat ions.   d a v e @ w v h i g h l a n d s . o r g o r  304-2 8 4- 9548 
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FOREST NUTRIENT WORKINGS AND ACID RAIN
A lot of the forest information we have

on nutrient supplies, and the inputs from
“weathering” of rotten rock below and inputs
from the air, as well as outputs in stream
flow, soil erosion and timber harvest - comes
from U.S.Forest Service Researchers in
New Hampshire.  Many aspects have been
summarized by Dr. Gene Likens and 10 oth-
ers in a 1998 publication, “The Biogeochem-
istry of Calcium at Hubbard Brook”.  Part of
the paper is briefed here by Don Gasper.

There has been a decline in airborne
particulate matter emissions from industrial
processes, fuel combustion and solid waste
incineration due to the E.P.A.’s administra-
tion of the Clean Air Act.  The mega-nutri-
ent air-born Calcium has also declined.  Its
concentration in rain and snow and its dry
deposition has declined steadily since the
mid 1970’s.  During the period from 1940 to
1953 Calcium’s annual atmospheric input
was 7 times greater than from 1970 to 1993.
In these intervals with increasingly acid Acid
Rain, the average annual soil loss of avail-
able calcium to the stream had increased 1
- 9 times.  The weathering of new nutrients
released from rotten rock below was esti-
mated to be about 2 pounds/acre/year. Fi-
nally, they estimated the nutrients taken up
by their growing Beech-Maple forest and
held in tree biomass.

The soil was found to have about 260
pounds per acre of plant available calcium,
with a turnover rate of only 3 years. From
1940 to 1995 this amounted to roughly a
total of 347 pounds per acre depletion of
calcium from soils throughout this watershed
in these 50 years - or 6 lbs/ac/yr.  Stream
flow carried away 10 lbs/ac/yr of calcium,
on the average between 1963 and 1992.
The range was 7 to 13 in this interval.

Atmospheric input (wet and dry)
(“bulk” precipitation) averaged 1.5 pounds/
acre/year of calcium.  The range in this same
interval was about plus or minus .7.

With a weathering input of 2 and at-
mospheric input then of, say 2; the stream
flow outputs of 10 far exceeds them with
then an annual “impoverishment rate” of
easily 5 pounds/acre/year.  If this persisted
for 50 years, and we have had “Acid Rain”
for 50 years driving these leaching pro-

cesses that cause nutrient loss, this
amounts to 50 X 5, or 250 pounds/acre to-
tal calcium loss.  The Eastern Forest is not
at “steady state”!

This 250 lbs./ac. is incidently about
equal to the calcium stored in tree trunks.  A
trunk only clearcut harvest of the entire East-
ern Forest would equal over 250 pounds/
acre of calcium - as this much has been
leached away by Acid Rain.  It is a harvest
foregone.  This is of course an enormous
economic loss.  Timbering removals today
should be recognized as a further site im-
poverishment. Any proposed harvest now is
nutrient-wise it’s third - not it’s second har-
vest.

We do have other similar data from
North Carolina and from Parsons, W.Va. that
enable us to estimate effects throughout the
East.  For this New Hampshire study the
authors state, “Stream flow outputs were 2.2
times and 2.7 times larger than atmospheric
and weathering inputs between 1955 to
1975 and from 1976 to 1993.”  The authors
further state, “Atmospheric inputs of strong
acid ...have markedly depleted labile pools
of calcium from the forest ecosystem.”

As it has become less acid, Acid
Rain today is no longer quite 10X more acid
than originally.  The amount of calcium dis-
solved in stream flow is less today.  Less
calcium and other nutrients dissolved in
stream flow is what you would expect with a
less acid Acid Rain less actively dissolving
out nutrients from a more impoverished soil
and forest floor.  Calcium is a major compo-
nent of alkalinity so alkalinity (a measure of
richness) has not improved.  The stream pH,
a measure of acid intensity, has improved
because Acid Rain today is less acid.  In
New Hampshire the yearly average stream
pH went from pH 4.85 in 1963 to pH 5.01 in
1993.  (This means the stream is about 1/4
less acid.)

Only a limited recovery of surface
waters like this has been found throughout
North America and Europe after a clean-up
of sulfur and nitrogen emissions - the Au-
thors note.  Further they state - “prior to the
mid-1950s in the Northeast U.S. the output
in stream flow nutrients reflected a balance
between uptake of nutrients by the growing

forest, atmospheric input, and the input from
weathering.  Thus the depletion of calcium
from the soil exchange complex was low.
Afterward during 1955 to 1975 the soil
depletion was 1.4 times greater, and 2 times
greater from 1976 to 1993.”

A brief statement by the authors,
compatible with the foregoing, is given in
conclusion. “Comparing ecosystem pro-
cesses for calcium from 1964 - ’69 to 1987
- ’92 net biomass storage (forest growth) has
decreased by  almost 75%, atmospheric
deposition of calcium is less than half
(“through fall” and “stem flow” is about half),
stream export of dissolved calcium has de-
creased 20%, and net soil release has de-
creased by about 40% of the 1964 -’69 val-
ues.”  Streams are becoming more sterile.
Now 1/4 of West Virginia’s purest trout
streams have become too pure for trout.

Finally they state “Continued acid
deposition will, therefore, cause a further
depletion of the exchangeable and organic
pools of calcium.”  This results in greater
impoverishment of forests and streams en-
dangering forest health and fish populations
throughout the Eastern Forest.  We must
reduce regional Acid Rain that is caused by
air pollution.

A LITTLE GOOD
NEWS TODAY!

Tom and Judy Rodd's first grandchild,
Liko Foster Lindsey Kern, born to
Priscilla Rodd and Deane Kern 6/25/03,
8lbs. 11 oz.
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ANOTHER COAL FIRED POWER PLANT PROPOSED
FOR MONONGALIA COUNTY

 By John Gever and Paula Hunt
“We will help you pollute our air.”  As crazy as this sounds, West

Virginia’s Monongalia County has told a private, out-of-state company
just that.

GenPower, LLC, a for-profit company based in Needham, Mas-
sachusetts, will receive a tax break from Mon County to build a 600-
megawatt coal-fired power plant on a ridge-top north of Morgantown
near the Pennsylvania border.  In order for the power plant to obtain the
tax break, Monongalia County will nominally own the power plant.  This
facility will be the third coal-fired power plant in Mon County and the
eighth coal-fired power plant within 25 miles of Morgantown.

The project is now called Longview Power after several name
changes.  The plant will produce electricity using an updated version of
traditional pulverized-coal technology and will sell it on the wholesale
market, not directly to consumers.  GenPower has built its business on
developing merchant electric generating plants through the design, per-
mitting, and financing stages.  It then locates another firm to actually
build and operate the plants.  In effect, GenPower sells the design and
permit package to the builder-operator and then disappears.  In October
2000, GenPower made an estimated $200 million on two 600-megawatt
power plants it developed in Arkansas and Mississippi.

Plans for the Longview Power plant include relatively large (up
to 250 feet high) boiler buildings as well as an emissions stack over 550
feet tall.  When placed on the ridge, the top of the stack will be approxi-
mately 900 feet above the level of the Monongahela River.  Because of
its height and location, the emissions stack will be visible up to 20 miles
away, including from Cooper’s Rock State Forest and parts of Fairmont.

According to the air-permit application on file with the West Vir-
ginia Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Longview Power
will add the following toxins to the area’s pollution burden each year:
over 3000 tons of sulfur dioxide, 2950 tons of carbon monoxide, 2220
tons of nitrogen oxides (NOX), 512 tons of particulate matter (PM10), 101
tons of volatile organic compounds (including 1.48 tons of benzene),
958 pounds of lead, 934 pounds of arsenic, and 128 pounds of mer-
cury.  DEP’s air permit application does not require that GenPower esti-
mate carbon dioxide emissions, even though many environmental sci-
entists believe the biggest environmental concern facing the world to-
day is carbon dioxide and global climate change.  GenPower estimates
that the Longview Power plant will burn well over 2 million tons of coal
per year.  Therefore, the plant will produce between 1.8 and 5.5 million
tons of carbon dioxide per year, depending on the ash content of the
coal used.

GenPower’s computer modeling shows that air pollution from
the Longview Power plant will affect Shenandoah National Park as well
as designated wilderness areas such as Dolly Sods and Otter Creek.
Pollutants emitted by Longview Power will degrade visibility, damage
the environment, and cause human health problems.  Adverse health
effects will be greatest in children, seniors, and those with existing res-
piratory ailments such as asthma and emphysema.  Coal-burning power
plants are a major NOx source and contribute to ozone production.  A
study released by the California Air Resources Board in January 2002
showed that ozone not only makes existing asthma worse, it can cause
asthma in children.

Speaking of ozone, the county just north of the Longview site,
Greene County, Pennsylvania, is already an ozone nonattainment area,
and the Morgantown area is close to becoming one.  It is possible that
the nitrogen oxide emissions from Longview Power will raise ozone lev-
els enough to trigger federal enforcement action in Mon County.  Such
action could result in restrictions on industrial development and possi-
bly on private cars, motorboats, lawnmowers, gas grills and other de-
vices that contribute to ground-level ozone production.  Failure to achieve
ozone goals could deprive the area of federal highway funds and other
government monies.  If Longview Power’s nitrogen oxides emissions
exacerbate the area’s ozone pollution problem to the point of triggering
or increasing federal enforcement actions, negative impacts could se-

verely damage the county’s economy.

Project Status
GenPower would like to begin construction of the Longview Power

plant by early 2004, with completion planned for 2007.  To operate, elec-
tric generating plants must have a siting certificate from the state Public
Service Commission.  The requirements to obtain this certificate are
currently in flux.  These procedures may delay permit issuance, but sel-
dom, if ever, is a certificate denied.

The plant must also obtain a permit from te DEP to emit air pol-
lution (discussed above).  A permit application has been submitted to
the DEP, and public comment will be accepted by the DEP now (see the
end of this article for details on how to comment).  The draft air permit is
anticipated some time this summer (2003).

What are the alternatives?
We think Monongalia County and Morgantown should foster an

environment appealing to non-polluting businesses that create high-wage
jobs with good benefits.  Ironically, Mon County officials say they agree,
but as elsewhere in West Virginia, they cannot say no to Big Coal.
Monongalia County must prepare for a post-coal economy, not tie its
future to dirty power.  Local citizens and environmental groups have
tried in vain to convince county officials and GenPower to offset 100%
(or more) of Longview Power’s emissions from local sources, resulting
in no net increase in the area’s pollution burden.  The tax-break agree-
ment signed in June 2003 could have been creative and could have
addressed this and other issues by linking the tax break to actual perfor-
mance in terms of job creation and air emissions, but instead, the Com-
missioners caved in to GenPower’s demands.

What can you do?
If you are concerned about human health, the environment, or

tax fairness, please contact the officials responsible for making the deci-
sion to bring this power plant here and tell them, “I oppose this power
plant and will oppose any politicians that support it.”  The Monongalia
County Commissioners are John Pyles, Robert Bell, and Asel Kennedy,
c/o Monongalia County Courthouse, 243 High Street, Morgantown, WV
26505, Phone: (304) 291-7257, E-mail: moncom@aol.com.

Review GenPower’s air-permit application for Longview Power
and send comments to John Benedict, Director, WV-DEP Division of Air
Quality, 7012 MacCorkle Ave. SE, Charleston, WV 25304.  A copy of the
permit application is on file at the Morgantown Public Library and is
available online (without the correspondence between GenPower and
DEP) at www.genpower.net/longview/environmental.html.

Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper to help edu-
cate your neighbors and let the press know the importance of this issue.

For more information (references, maps, updates, etc.) and for
other ways to get involved, please contact Citizens for Alternatives to
Longview Power at CALP@nolongview.org and visit the following web
si tes:  h t tp : / /www.geoci t ies.com/genpowerqa and ht tp : / /
www.nolongview.org.  The authors would like to thank Jim Kotcon and
Dennis Groce for providing information used in this article.
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MISTAKES CORRECTED
The June issue of the Highlands Voice had a story with the

headline Fish and Wildlife Service Says Nedpower Wind Farm
Needs Better Wildlife Studies.  The overall thrust of the article
was that the United States Fish and Wildlife Service had written a
letter to the developers of the Nedpower Wind Farm saying that
the Public Service Commission should have required NedPower
to perform environmental studies before it began construction of
the project.   Should you wish to review the story, it is still available
on the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy’s web site,
www.wvhighlands.org.

The story originally appeared in The Charleston Gazette.
Since it appeared, some factual errors have become evident.  This
is to correct those errors.

The original story said, “The turbines will rise more than
400 feet above the ridge line along the Allegheny Front, one of the
state’s most scenic areas. The structures will stretch over 14 miles
from Mt. Pisgah south to an area east of the Stony River Reser-
voir, near the town of Stack Rock.”

The turbines will be about 328 feet high, not more than 400
feet high.  This is stated in Nedpower’s application, and repeated
in the Public Service Commission’s ruling which makes it binding.
The PSC’s ruling disallowed the southern 3-4 miles or so, so that
now the project will end near Stony River Dam, several miles north
of Stack Rock (just a rock, not a town) The project, as approved,
will stretch about 11 miles from the north end, not 14 miles.

The story said:  “[Fish and Wildlife field supervisor] Tolin
criticized the PSC for stating that studies about migratory birds
can be made after NedPower begins building wind turbines, each
of which will be taller than a football field.  The Fish and Wildlife
Service believes those studies must be done before any construc-
tion begins, since survey results might require that some proposed
turbines be moved to other sites and that some be eliminated com-
pletely.  The PSC is only requiring NedPower to conduct six-month
post-construction studies about the dangers turbines will pose to
birds and endangered flying bats.”

The Public Service Commission’s ruling addresses this is-
sue:

      (10)Prior to construction, NedPower shall conduct a migration

study to determine heavy migration areas; areas where birds de-
scend to feed, etc. for use in final micro siting of turbines. Id;
      (11)Prior to or after commencing construction, NedPower shall
conduct both a Spring 2003, and a Fall 2003, migration study dur-
ing all local climatic conditions and all daily temporal periods. See
December 3, 2002, Letter from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;
      (12)Prior to or after commencing construction, NedPower shall
conduct studies for determination of the spatial patterns of noctur-
nal migrating birds and to determine raptor behavior during the
next breeding season after this Order issues, and for Winter
2003-2004 residents. Id.;

Company representatives have openly said that there is no
chance that construction will begin before 2004.  The PSC ordered
studies will be completed by then, the stated objective of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service.  The six-month post-construction
studies ordered in the ruling are mortality studies intended to mea-
sure the extent to which the turbines actually kill birds and bats.

The story says, “No consideration was given to how the
facility will affect property values, tourism and other aspects of the
local economy.”

The Public Service Commission’s ruling addresses this
point:  “The Commission has given careful consideration to the
disparate public opinion on whether this project is in the public
interest. The Commission takes seriously the assertions that the
project’s close proximity to the treasured State wilderness loca-
tions may adversely affect the development of tourism and the sec-
ond home economy in Grant County. As further explained below,
the Commission has special concern regarding the Southern phase
of the project. The Commission also takes seriously the opinions
of those who believe that growth in employment related to the project
as well as increased tax revenues and partnership benefits to local
schools, are in the public interest. “

The Highlands Voice regrets any confusion that these er-
rors may have caused.  Thanks to Peter Shoenfeld, Wind Energy
Chair for the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, for providing
these corrections.

FREE BROCHURES
The Sierra Club, Citizens Coal Coun-

cil, Coal River Mountain Watch, Ohio Valley
Environmental Coalition, West Virginia Riv-
ers Coalition, Appalachian Focus(Kentucky),
B ig  Sandy Env i ronmenta l
Coalition(Kentucky), Kentuckians For The
Commonwealth and the West Virginia High-
lands Conservancy have put together a new
brochure entitled “Mountaintop Removal
Destroys Our Homeplace  STOP THE DEV-
ASTATION!” For a copy send a self ad-
dressed stamped envelope to Julian Mar-
tin, 1525 Hampton Road, Charleston, WV
25314.

Quantities are available for teachers,
civic and religious groups and anyone who
can get them distributed.

SPEAKERS  AVAILABLE
Does your school, church or civic group
need a speaker or program presentation on
a variety of environmental issues? Contact
Julian Martin  1525 Hampton Road, Charles-
ton WV 25314 or imaginemew@aol.com  or
304-342-8989.

BUMPER STICKERS
To get a free  I Æ Mountains bumper
sticker(s), send a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to Julian Martin, 1525
Hampton Rd., Charleston, WV 25314

T SHIRTS
White, heavy cotton(Fruit of The Loom) T-
Shirts with the I[heart]MOUNTAINS
slogan on the front. The lettering is blue
and the heart is red. Sizes S,  L, XL, XXL,
XXXL  $6 plus $2 postage etc.  $8 total by
mail.  Send sizes wanted and check made
out to West Virginia Highlands Conser-
vancy to:

Julian Martin
1525 Hampton Road
Charleston, WV 25314



The Highlands Voice       July, 2003         Page 16

IS THE WEST VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY ANTI-BUSINESS?
Commentary by John McFerrin

From time to time the question arises
of whether the West Virginia Highlands Con-
servancy is “anti-business.”  Wrapped up
with this question is whether or not this is a
good thing.

In our society, being anti-business is
often equated with being unpatriotic, anti-so-
cial, and at least border line immoral.  News-
papers regularly report studies of the “busi-
ness climate” and how West Virginia stacks
up against other states.  Newscasts report
every increase or decrease in the rate of
growth of the Gross National Product.  CNN
constantly devotes a corner of the screen to
the stock market.  At any time of the day we
could tune in and find out if it is going up or
down.  If it goes down for several days in a
row, newscasters treat that as a matter of
great consequence.  In our society anyone
who is indifferent to the fortunes of business
would be treated as somewhere between
eccentric and downright pathological.

Once we separate out the cultural as-
sumptions inherent in the question of
whether or not being anti-business is a good
thing, it is easy to see that being anti-busi-
ness is neither a good not bad thing.  It is
just a role that all  societies need.  In our
society, the West Virginia Highlands Conser-
vancy helps play it.

There are two overlapping difficulties
with free market capitalism.  The first is that
it doesn’t account for societal costs.  Un-
checked capitalism would impose most of its
costs upon society, mostly in the form of
damage to the environment or the workers.
The early days of strip mining were un-
checked capitalism.  There was no thought
given to the damage to the environment or
to people.  Mine the coal the cheapest (at
least to the company) way possible; if the
things which we all held in common (air,
water) were destroyed then that was not ac-
counted for.  The companies never had to
pay for destroying land and water.

The same thing was true for much
manufacturing before water pollution control
laws.  Instead of absorbing the costs of clean-
ing the water that came from their factories,
they dumped their pollution in the rivers.  In-
stead of the company bearing the costs, so-
ciety bore the costs in the form of the loss of
our rivers.

Environmental laws are efforts to
make businesses control and absorb the
social costs of their operations.  Air pollution
laws are supposed to make businesses con-
trol what comes from their operations.  In
that way, the cost of the pollution is borne by
the company rather than by those people,
plants, etc. who would be harmed by uncon-

trolled pollution.  The mining laws are sup-
posed to keep the effects of mining confined
to the mine site during mining.  After mining,
the laws require that the land be restored in
a way that makes it as useful to society as it
was before mining.

There are, of course, all manner of
difficulties with how these laws are adminis-
tered and never ending controversy over the
best way to go about making businesses
absorb the social costs of their operations.
In theory, however, this is the way it is sup-
posed to work.  At least to some extent, it
does work that way.  Companies now do have
pollution control programs.  The costs to com-
panies of these programs translates to fewer
costs to society in terms of dirtier air and
water.

The second, and related, difficulty
with free market capitalism is that it has no
way of valuing or accounting for aesthetics
or wilderness areas or anything that is in-
herently valuable even if it has no value that
can be measured in money.  We may try to
justify these kinds of things economically by
talking about tourism as an industry, etc.  As
a strictly economic matter, however, there is
no way to fully justify lots of things that we
hold dear.  They are valuable just because
they are valuable.

Mountaintop removal strip mining pre-
sents one of these kinds of issues.  After
considering lost future timber production,
whatever effect it has on flooding, etc. and
weighting these against the value of the coal,
the practice might or might not prove benefi-
cial from a purely economic standpoint.  Yet
even were it beneficial from a purely eco-
nomic standpoint, many would still oppose it
because of the inherent value of the moun-
tains.

It’s the same analysis we could do,
but don’t, with our children.  As an economic
matter, parenthood is a loser.  You feed and
water them and send them to school.  Un-
less they turn out to be National Basketball
Association prospects who will buy you a new
house with their signing bonuses, the most
you  get back is a new tie on Fathers’ Day
and a sweater for Christmas.  Yet we still
pursue parenthood with a passion because
children, like mountains,  have inherent
value. independent of any economic value
they might have.

In our society, somebody has to speak
up for the things that have no easily mea-
surable economic value.  Somebody has to
insist that business avoid imposing its costs
upon society.  That’s us.  We do it by insist-
ing that laws such as the strip mining law
are enforced.  We do it by advocating for

more Wilderness areas and for uses in the
national forest that emphasize its recreational
and scenic qualities.

The core value of business is mak-
ing money.  There’s no use calling anybody
greedy or complaining about this.  That’s just
the way it is.  Given this core value, it will
always seek to avoid costs by imposing them
on society as a whole.  It will always devalue
things whose value cannot be measured in
money.

The world is, of course, a complicated
place.  The natural tendencies of business
are often curbed by personal values of busi-
ness owners.  West Virginia has lots of busi-
nesses who restrain their impact on society
not because anybody makes them do it but
just because of the personal values of the
owners.  In our society, the government of-
ten acts to curb the natural tendencies of
business.

The core value of business remains,
however, making money.  If society is to work,
somebody has to curb that tendency.  The
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy is
made up largely of people who want to see
the costs of business borne by those busi-
nesses, not imposed upon society.  It is made
up of people who value the earth not for
whatever economic value we can take from
but just because it is.

These values inevitably put us in con-
flict with business.  It also gets us labeled
“anti-business” with all the implication of a
lack of moral fiber that such a term carries
in our society.  The truth, however, is that
this is a necessary role in society.  Lots of
people speak for the timber companies;
somebody has to speak for the trees.  That’s
us.  If that makes us anti-business then it is
a label we should wear proudly.

“I am the Lorax. I speak for the trees.  I
speak for the trees, for the trees have no
tongues.”  The Lorax by Dr. Seuss.


