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FEDERAL JUDGE LETS OSM SLIDE

Federa judge Charles Haden |1 has declined aWest Virginia
Highlands Conservancy request for an injunction requiring thefederal
Office of Surface Mining to immediately assume control of West
Virginia scoa mining regulatory program. In doing so, he hasgiven
thefederal Officeof Surface Mining moretimeto forcethe West Vir-
giniaDepartment of Environmental Protection to correct problemsin
itssurface mineregulatory program.

Sincetheearly 1980’ sWest Virginiahashad primary respons-
bility for enforcing thelawswhich regulate coal mining. Thefederal
Officeof Surface Mining hasoversight authority, including an obliga
tiontostepinif thestate’ sregulationsor enforcement arenot equal toor
more stringent than the requirements of the federal Surface Mining Rec-
lamation and Control Act.

The Office of Surface Mining identified weaknessesin West
Virginia sprogram morethan adecade ago. It hastaken no stepsother
than calling the wesknessesto the attention of West Virginiaregulators.

M ost prominent among theweaknessesisthedeficiency inthe
bonding program. Federal law requiresthat any coal company post a
bondto assurethat thestate could compl ete reclamation should thecom-
pany fail todoso. Inresponseto thisrequirement, West Virginiaset up
abonding pool, called the Special Reclamation Fund. Each company
wasrequiredto pay intothat Fund. Intheory, thebondscould besmaller
than the cost of reclamation but the Special Reclamation Fund would
make up the difference.

Thedifficulty isthat the Special Reclamation Fund isinsolvent.
Thebondsonindividua sitesareinadequatetoreclamthosestes. This
would not beaserious problem if themoney inthe Special Reclamation
Fund were adequate to reclaim those siteswhere the bond isinsuffi-
cient. Thedifficulty arisesbecausethe Specia Reclamation Fund does
not havethemoney toreclaimall the steswherethe bond isinadequate.

Theresultisthat today thousand of acresof abandoned sitesare
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not reclaimed and hundreds of milesof polluted streamsgo untreated.
Onestudy found that the cleanup could cost morethan $6 billion over
thenextfifty years.

“For morethan adecade, OSM wasderelict and dilatory inthe
extreme, but recently, and clearly inresponsetothislitigation,
stepped up agency action promisesastatesurfacemineregula-
tory program that conformsto[federal] requirements.”

Other weaknessesthat the Officeof SurfaceMining hasidenti-
fiedin West Virginia sregulatory program concern flood control, blast-
ing limitations, replacement of residential water suppliesdamaged by
mining, and post-mining land uses.

For at |east adecade the Office of Surface Mining hasroutinely
ordered the West VirginiaDepartment of Environmental Protectionto
addressthisproblem. Theorderswereroutinely ignored; the Office of
SurfaceMining hasdonenothing to requireWest Virginiato correct the
problem.

In November, 2000, theWest VirginiaHighlands Conservancy
filed suit, seeking to force the Office of Surface Mining to assume con-
trol of theregulation of miningin West Virginia. In August, 2001, Judge
Haden ruled that the Office of Surface Mining had “unreasonably de-
layed” actiontotakeover theWest Virginiaprogram. Atthat time, the
Judgedid not requirethe Office of SurfaceMiningtotakeover theWest
Virginia program because the Office of Surface mining and the West
Virginia Department of Environmental Protection promised to move
promptly to correct thedeficiencies.

Sincethen, West Virginiahasmoved to correct the deficiency in
itsreclamation program by increasing the paymentsto the Special Rec
lamation Fund from three cents per ton to fourteen centsper ton. This
increaseisdramatically lessthan theincreasethat would have beenre-
quiredto provideadequate fundsto reclaim thosesitespresently
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From the Western Slope of theMountains

Decline of Coa; Who's to Blame?
by Frank Y oung, President

Themonth of March saw the WV Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (WV DEP) claim adegree of successinits chargesthat
Massey Energy subsidiary Marfork Coal Company in Boone County
has devel oped apattern of violations of mininglaws. WV DEP seeksto
have some of the Marfork operations shut down for atime (about two
weeks) asapenaty foritsnumerousviolations.

Latethisweek afriend sent me anote about having spent the
day in Boone and Logan County. The buzz thereisthat ashutdown at
Marfork might resultinawider and longer than ordered shutdown of its
mining operations. Thegossip mill suggeststhat layoffsof upto 1000
minerswere pending.

Localsarelooking for ascapegoat for the contempl ated layoffs.
If thelayoffsoccur, undoubtedly WV DEP, and perhaps“ those environ-
mental extremists’ will be blamed for contributing to a“ bad business
climate” for coal.

Butwhoisredly to blame? Thecod operators, that’ swho. They
know thelaw. Coal company lawyersand |obbyistswrote many, per-
haps most of the mining laws and regulations. Massey and Marfork
have been skating on the edge or the regulations for years. Spills of
mining wasteinto local Boone County streams are commonplace- a
nearly every week occurrencerecently.

Generally, coa productionisnothing morethan afunction of
market demand. There are many reasonsfor coal’ s possible short-term
decline other than just environmental and regulatory agency pressure
and oversight board decisions. Several warm wintersand severa years
of high volume production have glutted the market, some coal market-
ersaresaying.

Massey/Marfork will draw plenty of sympathy from coafield
communitiesif therumored layoff numbersaretrue. But there' susualy
more embellishment and grandiose rhetoric surrounding regulatory
actionsthan thereishonest discussion of causeand effect.

After U.S. District Judge Charles Haden declared certain
mountaintop removal / valley fill mineoperationsunlawful in October,
1999, the shrill voices of exaggerated effects was heard- from the
governor’ sofficetolocal conveniencestores. Dayslater, JudgeHaden
stayed hisown order that unlawful permitsnot continueto beissued. He
pointed to the hyperbol e behind the closing of some mountaintop re-
moval mines amidst exaggerated claims of the immediate effects of
Haden' sclearly prospectiveruling.

Soif Massey/Marfork closesmoreof itsoperationsthan ordered,
or for longer than WV DEP orders, it won't be because of the agency or
the ' environmentalists'. It will be because of Massey and Marfork’s
own |lawlessness, and perhaps because of soft coal markets.

The HighlandsVoice is published monthly by the West
VirginiaHighlands Conservancy, P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV
25321. Articles, lettersto the editor, graphics, photos, poetry, or
other information for publication should be sent to the editor viathe
internet or by the U.S. Mail by approximately the 30th of each
month. Submissionsby internet or on afloppy disk are preferred.

The Highlands Voice isaways printed on recycled paper.
Our printer uses 100% post consumer recycled paper when avail-
able.

The West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy web pageis
www>wvhighlands.org
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National Service Program Benefits Trailsin West Virginia

By Carroll Jett, West VirginiaTrailsCoalition ProjectsDirector

President Bush' srecent call for
expansion of our country’ s National Service
Programscouldresult ineven faster
progressasVWWVTC movesfromtheplanning
to the implementation stage off the Sate-
wideTrail plan. Thankstothevisionand
foresight of our founder and volunteer
Executive Director Lu Schrader, WWTCis
in an ideal position to take full advantage of
these outstanding programs.

TheNationa Civilian Community
Corps wasingtitutedin 1993 under President
Clinton, and our own Senator Jay Rockefeller
wasinstrumental in securing passage of the
enabling legidation. Patterned partly after
theold CCC program of the 1930's, the
NCCCisanationd serviceprogramfor
young men andwomenages18to024. They
commit to aminimum of oneyear of service
and areassigned toateam - typically 12to
15 members. After amonth of training at one
of 5regional campuses, they areavailablefor
assignment to public service projects. The
public service projects can bein the area of
education, humanneeds, public safety,
natural disaster, or environmental preserva
tion (whichiswheretrail projectscomein).
TheProject Sponsor isresponsiblefor hous-
ing and providing mealsfor the team and
must go through aselective processto have
their project approved. Detailed work plans
and objectivesarerequired, and the sponsor is
asoresponsblefor any specializedtraining
or equipment needed to completetheassign-

ment.

Under Lu’'sleadership, theWVTC
also provided opportunitiesfor several of us
tomakeacontributionto trail development
inWest Virginiathroughthe VISTA program
(Volunteersin Serviceto America). It wasin
my capacity asaVISTA volunteer that |
cametoknow Lu, andit washissuggestion
to explorethe possibility of landingan NCCC
team to take on some serioustrail mainte-
nance and construction projects. It was my
pleasureto know himfor only alittleover a
year, and for dl that timehewassick and
frail andinalot of discomfort. For thosewho
didn't havetheprivilegeof knowing Lu, |
believe he could best be described as“ the
eternal optimist.” And hisoptimism could be
contagious. After acoupledozentimesof
being assured by Luthat aparticular project
would cometogether, | begantobelieve” By
golly maybewereally can makethisthing
work!”

Duringthepast year, WVTChas
worked together with other organi zationsand
government agenciesto sponsor NCCC
projectsimproving over 50 milesof West
Virginiatrails, primarily withinthe
MonongahelaNational Forest. Andwehave
undertaken an ongoing project to develop a
system of new singletrack hiker/biker trails
in Twin Fals State Park, whichislocated in
flood ravaged Wyoming County. Weantici-
pate continuation of theimprovementsat
Twin Fallsthisspring beginning around May

YOU ARE INVITED!

Please join us for the
West Virginia—Pennsylvania
Wilderness and National Forest Planning
Training & Volunteer Weekend
APRIL 13-14, 2002

Sponsored by West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Friends of Allegheny Wilderness,
and The Wilderness Society

Mark your calendars and plan to join fellow West Virginians and our neighbors to the north to learn more about
wilderness & forest issues and what you can do to help protect the Mountain State’s remaining wildlands! The
weekend event will feature an overview of conservation issues on the Monongahela and Allegheny National
Forests, workshops on wilderness and forest issues (see agenda preview on reverse), and a “Wilderness
Celebration” on Saturday night! Speakers include Ed Zahniser, son of Wilderness Act author Howard Zahniser.

When: April 13 and 14 (people are encouraged to arrive Friday evening, April 12)
Where: Powdermill Nature Reserve, near Rector, Pennsylvania. 55 miles east of Pittsburgh off PA Turnpike.

Agenda: Preview of the agenda appears on reverse
Questions? Contact:

West Virginia: Dave Saville, West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, 304 -284-9548, daves@labyrinth.net;
Pennsylvania: Kirk Johnson, Friends of Allegheny Wilderness, 814-723-0620, alleghenyfriends@earthlink.net

1 with another six week project. Wedso
anticipate project applicationsfor an addi-
tional 6week trail improvement projectin
theMon Forestinlate spring, and athird
projectintheFall. Asaways, therewill be
ampleopportunitiesfor thosewhowouldlike
to volunteer sometime. Toward that end,
WV TCwill besponsoring aseriesof
trailbuilding workshopsfor thosewho might
beinclined to take on awholesome new
hobby. Wewould liketo develop a group of
reliablevolunteerswho enjoy spendingan
occasional week-

end doinga“trail tune-up”, or perhapseven
spend aweeklong “vacation” workingona
larger project.

Whilewe are on the subject of volun-
teers, how about agreat big “hoot and holler”
for themembersof theWest VirginiaHigh-
lands Conservancy?Not only did they pro-
videfunding for mealsand other expensesfor
the NCCC project inthe Mon Forest, but they
provided asteady supply of volunteersto
support the project and wereatremendous
hel p with organizing someR& R activitiesfor
our off-duty time. Kudosalso to theMoun-
taineer Chapter of Trout Unlimitedfor all
their help!

How fittingitisthat WV TC, the
brainchild of Lu Schrader —the epitome of
thevolunteer spirit—standsto gain so much
fromthisnew Nationa Spirit of
Volunteerism!

HEARTWOOD'’S
12TH ANNUAL

FOREST COUNCIL
May 24-27, 2002

Join usfor an empowering weekend
of workshops and strategy sessions
about forests, energy, community
organizing & more

Great food, music, hikes, & funtoo!

Held at Camp Riverdalein beautiful
Southern Indiana
Contact Heartwood at 812-337-8898
info@heartwood.org
www.heartwood.org
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West Virginia Mountain Odyssey Schedule

Jan.22-May 2(every Tuesand Thur) “ Green-Easy Walks’ in Morgantown every Tuesday and Thursday morning from8-9 AM. Sarting
point isat the Train Depot on the Caperton Trail. Pace starts slow and will speed up to people’ s needs. Co-sponsored with the
Morgantown Green Space Coalition. Call Greg Good at 291-3091 or email himat ggood@wvu.edu to participate.

April 6-7 (Sat-Sun) Shaver’ sFork headwaters exploration and pathfinding. Eighteen mile overnight. Contact Dave Saville,
daves@labyrinth.net, (304) 284-9548.

April 13-14 (Sat-Sun) Forest Activist Training. Sponsored by West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Friends of Allegheny Wilderness, and
the Wilderness Society. Learn how to protect the resourceswetreasure! Contact Dave Saville, daves@labyrinth.net, (304) 284-9548.

April 27 (Sat)- Annual Osbra Eye Memorial Wildflower Walk in Kanawha Sate Forest. Choice of 5 different routes, including onefor
photographers. Sponsored by the Kanawha Sate Forest Foundation. Walksstart at 9 AM and are over by noon. Meet at the swimming
pool inthe Forest. For further information, call Shirley Schweizer, (304) 925-2771

April 27 (Sat)- Middle Mountain ascent. An easy, scenic hike up to a spectacular rock formation overlooking Laurel Fork Wilderness.
Will meet on US33 around 11 AM. Call Tom Rodd, (304)558-1985 (weekdays, office) or (304) 265-0018 (weekends, home),
thomasrodd@hotmail.com

May 4 (Sat) Canoetrip on the South Branch of the Potomac River. Thistrip wasa favoritelast year. Contact Carter Zerbe, (304)343-
3175.

May 4 (Sat) The Serra Club Metropolitan Washington Regional Outing Program’ sannual 100K hike along the C& O Canal between
Washington DC and HarpersFerry West Virginia. Three versionsof the hike are being offered: (i) thefull 100K starting at Thompson’'s
Boathousein Washington DC at 3am, (ii) the 80K starting at Carderock Maryland at 6am, and (iii)the 50K starting at Edwards Ferry lock
inMaryland at 10:30am. Inorder to preparefor thishike, thisgroup isalso sponsoring a seriesof training hikes. For further details,
contact Carol lvory, (703) 476-8730, carolivory@erols.com or see onedayhike.tripod.convhikes.htm.

May 5 (Sun) Day Hike on seldom-visited portion of North Fork Mountain south of US33. Contact Peter Shoenfeld, (301)587-6197,
peter @cais.net

May 10-12 (Fri-Sun) Backpack trip on the North Fork Mountain Trail. Enjoy the spring up high. . .atop the ridgeline on North Fork
Mountain. This backpacking trip will be a combination day hike/backpack. Thursday night will involve camping either onthetrail or at
Big Bend campground. You can join the group Thursday night, or later, in timefor the weekend backpack. Contact Susan Bly at 304-258-
3319 or shly@shepherd.edu for further details.

May 10-12 (Fri-Sun) Highlands Conservancy Spring Review at Handley Cabin on the Upper Williams River. Outingswill be scheduled.
Watch www.wwhighlands.org and the Highlands Voice.

May 25 (Sat) Bird Observation Outing at Blackwater Falls. Dr. Ed Gates, Wildlife and Habitat Ecologist at the Appalachian Laboratory,
will lead thisfascinating outing. Participantswill view returning migrating birds at the height of their spring activity, identify them by
their songs, and learn about their behavior patternsin a pristine natural habitat. Bring binoculars. To register or for moreinformation,
contact Jack Socomb at (301)777-8810 or email at JSL OCOMB@prodigy.net.

June 1 (Sat) Spring Cleanup onthe Allegheny Highlands Trail. Join members of Highlands Trail Foundation along the 21-milerail-trail
between Elkins and Parsonsto explore and spruce up this new recreational resource. Leader: Karen Carper, karen@elkinshike.com or 304-
636-4519.

June 2 thru June 16 Trail Maintenancein Otter Creek Wilderness Area. Join usfor thefirst of our Summer 2002 Trail Maintenance
projects. The Highlands Conservancy is co-sponsoring a Vista/NCCC Trail crew for a summer of Servicework. Trail Boss, and Highlands
Conservancy Board member, Carroll Jett will be coordinating the crew and welcome any volunteersfor all or any part of this series of
trail work outings. Everyone can contribute, not just high strength and stamina types. Comprehensive Trail Workshop on June 3 for
anyone wishing to learn the technical and artistic details of trail construction/maintenance. Contact Carroll Jett at 304-273-5247,
carrolljett@yahoo.com

June 15 (Sat) Snksof Gandy. Walk-crawm-wade-swimalmost a mile underground following the Gandy Creek through the mountain. A
unique opportunity for an unforgettable adventure. Led by professional geologist and naturalist Barnes Nugent. Suitable for caving
novices. Contact Barnes Nugent, (304) 284-9548, bar nes@qgeosr v.wvnet.edu.
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June 17 thru June 30 Trail Maintenance on Allegheny Trail Join our Vista/NCCC Trail Crew for the second phase of our Summer 2002
Trail Project. Wewill be staying at Seneca Sate Forest. Contact Carroll Jett at 304-273-5247, carrolljett@yahoo.com

June 22-23 (Sat-Sun) - 2.5 mile overnight backpack trip on Allegheny Front south from Bear Rocksto near the Blackbird Knob
Trailhead. Notrail, but an open country walk through low heathland in peak Mt. Laurel bloom. Several wind-carved rock formations
among extensive and blooming mountain laurel. Excellent views. Wear long pantsto protect your legsfromthe heaths. Plan for possible
cool temps and winds. Leader: Jonathan Jessup, (703) 204-1372, jonathanjessup@hotmail.com

June 22 (Sat) - Solstice S multaneous Summit Celebration! Several day hikes of varying difficulty on prominent peaksin the highlands.
All the hiking groupswill unitein spirit to celebrate these high points, and by extension the entire highland region, with flags, horns,
rattles, songs, and flowers!Leader: Ruth Blackwell Rogers, (304)636-2662, ruthbr @wvhighlands.org.

June 29 (Sat) - Easy day hike and introduction to examining water quality, on privateland in the Laurel Fork headwaters, Highland Co. VA.
Macroinvertibrate sampling, indications of water quality, pH, effectsof acid rain, railroad logging history and thereturning forest; hiking along
Laurel Fork through blooming rhododendron and mountain laurel and to the top of the mountainto aview of the Laurel Fork watershed , with
guide, LucileMiller. Meet at 10:30 am, depart after 3pmteaat Lucile ssolar cabin. Leader: Ruth Blackwell Rogers, ruthbr@wvhighlands.org,
304-636-2662.

July 5-7 (Fri-Sun) - Canyons Rim Trail hike, Roaring Plains. An unpublished and unmaintained high elevation trail with stunning views
into Roaring Creek and Long Run Canyons. We' |l connect using South Prong Trail. Experienced hikers only please asthe going will be
rocky. Photos and moreinformation on thistrail can be seen at: http: //www.geocities.com/jonathanjessup/rp-setl.html. Leader: Jonathan
Jessup, (703) 204-1372, jonathanj essup@hotmail.com

July 7 thru July 12 Trail Maintenancein the Seneca Creek Backcountry. Our Vista/NCCC trail crewwill continuewith thetrail work they
began last year in the Seneca Creek area. We will be staying at the Shot Cherry Cabin. Remember, we can use your help evenifitisjust
for oneday. Contact Carroll Jett at 304-273-5247, carrolljett@yahoo.com

July 11-14 (Thur-Sun) Bicycletrip onthe Greenbrier River Trail. Travel theentire 75 milerail trail on bikeswhile camping out at
Watoga State Park. “ Theformer Greenbrier Division of the C. & O. Railway was built at the turn of the century to serve the booming
timber industry of that time. Thetrail passes through numerous small townsand traver ses 35 bridgesand 2 tunnelsasit windsitsway
along the valley. Throughout much of itslength, the Trail isdirectly adjacent to the beautiful Greenbrier River and is surrounded by peaks
of the Allegheny Mountains.” Contact Susan Bly at (304)258-3319 or shly@shepherd.edu for further details.

July 13 (Sat) - Canoe Trip. Sx scenic, flatwater miles on the Buckhannon River Pool just above Buckhannon. Meet at Sheetzin
Buckhannon at 11 AM. Leader: Don Gasper, (304)472-3704.

Aug 17 (Sat)-ExploreFisher Soring Run Bog. Thislarge, open and seldom
visited bog isjust within the Dolly Sods Wilder ness. Wildfl owers and many plant life forms adapted to bog and high elevation conditions
arethefocusof thistrip. Waterproof bootsarea must. Leader: Jonathan Jessup, (703) 204-1372,jonathanjessup@hotmail.com

Almost Anytime. Visit Kayford Mountain south of Charleston to see mountain top removal (MTR) up closeand hear Larry Gibson’ sstory
about how he saved his mountain, now almost totally surrounded by MTR. Bring alunch—thereisa picnic area on Larry’' smountain.
Just call Larry or Julian Martin. Leaders: Julian Martin, (304)342-8989, Martinjul @aol.comand Larry Gibson, (304) 586-3287 or (304)
549-3287 cellular.

Monongahela National Forest
Hiking Guide
HighlandsVeice Online by Allen deHart & Bruce Sundquist

The online edition of the Voice on www.whighlands.orgis now sored as an Adobe Acrobat PUbHShe.d by the
() documert. It may be viewed and printed using Acrobet Reeder. The latest version of this West Virginia
softwareisavallable by dicking the link at the bottom of the home page. HighlandsConservancy

For clear Voice readzbility, set your browser to its full -screen setting and adjust the Acrobet The new 7th edition covers:
zoom seiting to suit. In older versons of Acrobat Reader the zoom contral isa thebattom. In
newer versions, dlick thelittletriangle at the upper right hand corner of the Acrobat display, and

- more than 200 trails for over 700 miles

then diick Preferences. - trail scenery, difficulty, condition, distance, elevation,
access points,_streams and s_kiing potential.
Thereisahyperlink index of “bookmiarks” a theleft. The pagesare sized to print out on 8 1/2x - detailed topographic maps
11 inch paper, smaller than the requiar Voice, but still dearly legible. The photos, which ) - over 50 photographs
sometimes come out poorly in the regular Voice tend to very dear and sometimesin color in the - 5wilderness Areas totaling 77,965 acres
online edition. - 700 miles of streams stocked with bass and trout
send $14.95 plus $3.00 shipping to:

West VirginiaHighlandsConser vancy
PO Box 306 Charleston, WV 25321




Propaganda Comes to Public Radio

Commentary by Julian Martin

“Support for Weekend Editionispro-
vided by Arch Coal Incorporated, reclaiming
the land for community projects such asthe
Twisted Gun Golf Course opening soon in
Mingo county.” Y oujust read acod industry
editoria disguised as a commercia on West
VirginiaPublic Radio.

This editorial commercial makes it
sound like Arch Coal isfixing something that
somebody elsedestroyed wheninfact they are
just cleaning up avery small portion of West
Virginiathat they themsdvesaretearingup. No
mention ismade of thefact that Arch Coal and
other coal companies
have, just since 1987, destroyed over 300,000
acresof West Virginiamountains, An attempt
isbeing made, in cooperation with West Vir-
giniaPublic Radio, to createtheillusionthat a
golf course on adestroyed mountain top isbet-
ter for acommunity than the original mountain
andtreesand streams. And guessjust what frac-
tion of theneighborsof the" community project”
will ever play golf there.

Likepublicradio editorial commer-
cials, thegolfing will not befree; therewill be

aprice.

Attherateruined mountaintopsare
being “developed” it would take morethan
3,000 yearstofinishthejobandthat’ sif not
another mountaintopisblasted off. Imagine
thesizeof thejob of “ developing” mountain
top removal mine sites. Thefive hundred
sguare milesthat have already been destroyed
areequal to abulldozed swath onemilewide
running al theway from Charlestonto
Manhattan Idand, plowing through the entire
idand and going oninto Connecticut, or from
hereto Myrtle Beach and on downto Jack-
sonville.

The degree of truth in the Arch Coadl
editorial commercia compareswith onethat
might read: “Brought to you by your good
friends in the tobacco industry, promoting
healthy communities throughout West Vir-
ginia” | dare Public Radio to run that one.

| like Public Radio It iswonderful to
listen to programsthat are not yet constantly
interrupted by loud corporate propaganda. Con-
servetive politicians have reduced public radio
funding. For public radio to survive we are
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asked to endurecoa company fabricationsand
witnessthe humiliation of the professiona em-
ployeesof West VirginiaPublic Radiowhomust
read the coal company liesor losetheir jobs.

Inaway, these editorial commercials
areagood sign. They show that the coal com-
panies, who arethe ultimate eco-terroristsand
environmenta extremists, realizethat the pub-
lic expectsthemto clean up their mess.
However, if with onehand, they can dazzleus
that they arein thebenign businessof reclaim-
ing land for community projects, they can con-
tinueto stranglethemountainsand streeamswith
the other hand.

Would atwenty fivedollar contribution
to publicradio giveaperson accesstotheair-
wavesto counter the coal company crestivity
withthetruth. Perhapsit islike accessto poli-
ticians: themoreyou pay the moreyou say?

[Toexpressanop ni onabout Vést Mrgnia
Ridl i cRd oor itsuderwitingpdicies
oated:

Vst MrgnaRblicRdo

600CGpitd SreetCarl eston, W
25301( 304) 556- 4900

Enai | -feedback@upubcast. org

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy Member Throws Hat Into Ring

Long timeWest VirginiaHighlands Conservancy member Dr.
Wayne Spiggle hasthrown hishat into the ring asaDemocratic
candidatefor theDigtrict 14 seet intheWest VirginiaSenate. A
native of Davisand resident of Short Gapin Mineral County, Spiggle
isrunning against Barbour County resident, JamesA. Baughmanin
theMay primary for the Senate seat which representsMinerd,
Tucker, Barbour, Taylor, Preston and partsof Grant and Monongalia
counties. Theseat ispresently held by Republican Sarah Minear.

Emphasizing that Americans are now morefocused on“ mak-
ing our country and theworld abetter placetolive,” Spigglesaid
West Virginianshaveto put asidethe past in order to insure our
future.

“Wearejust asgood as anyoneelse and our future can be
what wewant it tobe,” said Spiggle. “But in order to achieve thiswe
haveto keep our young peoplein West Virginiawith good jobsand
createthe opportunity for adultsto preparefor another career anytime
during their lives.”

A retired physicianand farmer, Spiggle, 67, sayscontinued
development of our transportation, emergency servicesand communi-
cationssystemsarevital to theliving wagejobsplan.

“1 support Corridor H and aNorth-South highway which will
link thispart of the statewith the northeastern part of the country,”
Spigglestated. “ Theseroadsare critical. We need to seethem built on
routesthat are planned wisely so we open our regiontotherest of the
world while maintaining the beautiful and preciousplaceswhich
characterizethisarea”

Asfor the expanding age of communications, Spigglesaid
opening accessto everyone needs to happen for multiplereasons.

“Wemust provideelectronic access for every citizen,” he

said. “| can't seewhy we couldn’t have astate channel that homes
couldtuneinto for schooling, community meetingsand emergency
srvices.

“ And spesking of emergency services, wemust put fundingin
placeto adequately support 911, fire departmentsand rescue person-
nel,” Spiggleadded. “Our EMSand firefightersare very special
peopleandthey savelivesevery day. Makingit apriority istheonly
way wecango.”

Fixing the broken hedlth care system isaso at the top of
Spiggl€ slist.

“Itisan outragefor some of our people, including many senior
citizens, to beforcedinto or driven further into poverty just because
they get sick,” he said. “We have the best hedlth carein theworld but
we havetheworst, most wasteful way of deliveringit. Thesystemis
broken, | want to helpfixit.”

Anavid hunter and fisherman, Spigglewasbornandraisedin
Tucker County. Heisagraduate of DavisHigh School and Berea
(Ky.) College. Hereceived hismedical training through the West
VirginiaUniversity system. Hewasafounding partner inaninternal
medicine group practicelocated in Cumberland, Md., where he
treated hundredsof patientsfrom West Virginia, Maryland and Penn-
sylvaniafor 38 yearsprior toretiring last July.

Marriedtotheformer Betty Sutton, heisthefather of six
children; the Spiggles have eight grandchildren. One daughter is
deceased. His94-year-old mother, Isabelle, isalifelong resident of
Davisand plansto beactively involved in the campaign.

Spigglecan bereached at hishomeby calling 304-726-4868
or by e-mail atwspiggle@mindspring.com.



JUDGE LETS OSM SLIDE

Continued fromp. 1
abandoned and thosewhich will be abandoned
inthefuture. OSM has said that its prelimi-
nary study indicatesthat thetax increaseisin-
sufficient to providealong term solution. Fed-
eral and state regulators have also imposed
deadlines upon themselvesto correct the other
deficiencies.

Based upon what appeared to be
progress, the court declined to order that the
Office of Surface Mining take over the West
Virginiaprogramimmediately. Indoing o, the
Court said, “ For morethan adecade, OSM was
derdict and dilatory inthe extreme, but recently,
and clearly inresponseto thislitigation, sepped
up agency action promisesastate surfacemine
regulatory programthat conformsto[federal]
requirements.”

TheOfficeof SurfaceMining hasprom-
ised to makeafinal decision ontheWestr Vir-
giniaDepartment of Environmenta Protection’s
proposalsfor correcting the deficiencesin the
bonding and Specia Reclamation programsby
May 28. It haspromised to approveor reject
West Virginid sproposasin other areasby May
1

In making hisruling, the Judge praised
the Highlands Conservancy for its “heavy
lifting...producing figures and proposing an-
swers to the question, what will constitute
sufficient...funds.” He praised the
Conservancy’ s“well placed pressureand per-
sigtence” in pursuing thisissue.

It's The Market

By John McFerrin

Within the last month Consol Energy
has announced that it is closing four mines, an
action that will affect upto 1,200 jobs. It cited
the mild winter and the recession. Arch Coal
hasannounced that it intendsto cut production
by seven per cent at itsoperationsin West Vir-
ginia and other states. It cited the unusually
warm winter and weak industrial demand.
Pittston Co. stopped mining at four mines for
eight days and laid off an unspecified number
of employees. It cited warm weather.

Nobody said that having to follow en-
vironmental laws caused any of the shutdowns
or layoffs.

Regardless of the noisy rhetoric sur-
rounding any attempt to enforce environmen-
tal laws, the fact remainsthat how much coal is
mined depends upon the market for coal. Those
|aws determine whether the coal will be mined
responsibly or not but it is the market which
determines whether it will be mined and how
many employeeswill continueto be employed.

MASSEY PERMIT SUSPENDED
MineBoard Shortens Suspension

The state Surface Mine Board on
Wednesday reduced by athird the amount of time
that aMassey Energy operation must shut down
for repeated water pollution violations.

InJanuary, the state Department of En-
vironmental Protection suspended Massey sub-
sidiary Marfork Coal Co.’spermit for 14 days.
Theboard cut the suspension to 9 days after hear-
ing an appeal filed by Marfork. The suspension
had been stayed pending Wednesday’s board
hearing. The 9-day shutdown could cost Massey
$5.4 million in gross revenues, according to com-
pany estimates.

“Obviously, wewould have preferred to
have had 14 days, but we are not disappointed,”
said DEP Secretary Michael Callaghan. “ Thisis
asubstantial penalty, and it sends a strong mes-
sageto theindustry that patterns of violations
will not betolerated.”

Board members agreed to temporarily
block the suspension to give Massey lawyers
timeto appeal the board action to circuit court.
During Wednesday’ shearing, Massey lawyer Bob
McLusky insisted that a 14-day shutdown order
was“absurd.” “I don't believe any suspension
iswarranted,” McLusky added.

Theboard ruling concernsthefirstina
seriesof high-profileenforcement actionstaken
by the Wise administration against various
Massey subsidiaries. Enforcement hearings or
board appeal s are a so pending for Independence
Coal, Green Valley Coa and Omar Mining.

Inthe Marfork case, DEPinspectors had
cited the company for seven separate water pol-
lution violations between July 1999 and Febru-
ary 2001. Theviolationsoccurred on apermit
that covers a huge coal wasteimpoundment on
Brushy Fork and anearby strip mine. Inspectors
said Marfork did not control erosion ontheface
of the impoundment and allowed coa waste
fromthat erosionto pour into Little Marsh Fork,
which feedsinto the Coal River not far fromthe
Boone-Raleigh Public Service Districts public
drinking water intake.

Under state and federal law, DEP can
revokeor suspend permitswhenit findsthat com-
panies have committed a*“ pattern of violations.”
Under the law, a pattern is defined as two or
moreviolationsduringany 12-month period. As
allowed by thelaw, Marfork lawyers asked DEP
for a“ show cause hearing” to explain why they
thought that the permit should not berevoked or
suspended.

In the past, lower-level DEP officials -
usually former inspectors - presided over show
cause hearings. But last year, Matt Crum, direc-
tor of the DEP Division of Mining and Recla-
mation, announced that hewould bethejudgein
aseries of Massey cases and several other show
cause hearings. At the show cause hearing and
again Wednesday, McLusky argued that it was
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unfair for Crum - DEP' stop mining enforcement
officer - to decide on adispute between Massey
and the agency’ sinspectors.

“1"d prefer ashow cause hearing before
aneutral hearing examiner,” McLusky told Sur-
face Mine Board members Wednesday .

The board did not immediately issue a
written ruling. After about an hour of
closed-door deliberations, board Chairman Tom
Michael announced that members declined to
decide whether it was proper for Crum to pre-
side over the show cause hearing. But in ex-
plaining the board’s decision to reduce the
Marfork penalty, Michael specifically cited
Crum’ sinvolvement.

“The board feels that the outcome [of the
show cause hearing] is somewhat tainted by the
fact that the director did act asthe hearing ex-
aminer, perhapsinadvisably,” Michael said.

After the ruling was announced, Crum
refused to comment. Michael said board mem-
bers agreed with DEP inspectors and Crum that
Marfork committed “ apattern of violations.”

“The evidence about that is actually
pretty clear,” Michael said. “ There was alack
of responsible careshown.” Michael said that
the suspension will not apply to asmall stripmine
thet

is authorized under the same permit asthe
Brushy Fork impoundment.

McL usky had argued that the proposed
14-day suspension was overkill that would cost
the company $9.4 millionin grossrevenues.

“A 14-day suspension is absurd,”
McLusky told the board. “It is simply outra-
geous.”

McLusky repeatedly objected when
DEP lawyer Tom Clarke provided the board
members with financial data about Massey,
Marfork’s parent company, to put the $9.4 mil-
lionin perspective. “Massey’ sbalancesheetis
irrelevant to this,” McLusky said.

Michael noted that Massey owns
Marfork.

“Sowhat?” McLusky said.

“Your ‘sowhat’ isnoted,” Michael re-
plied.

Clarke told the board that Massey En-
ergy lost $8.8 million, beforetaxes, during the
2001 financial year. That, he said, amounted to
just 1 cent per share of the publicly traded com-
pany. “To the shareholders of thiscompany, $9
millionisapenny,” Clarkesaid. “It'sadropin
thebucket.” “But maybeit will get their atten-
tion,” hesaid. “Theonly placethe penalty hits
anybody is the shareholders, who will eventu-
aly hold management accountable.”

Reprinted fromthe Charleston Gazette.



What | s Wilderness For?
By H. CharlesRomesburg

Asmost everybody learns, natureisvital to our physical well-
being. For onething, it sustainsthe bal ance of oxygen, carbon diox-
ide, and nitrogen in the atmosphere. For another, it holds medically-
useful molecular compounds, preventivesand curesto be discovered
in centuriesahead.

At thesametime, few learn that wild nature, or wilderness,
especially when experienced in solitude, isvital to society’ screative
well-being. Onesourceof support for thisismy researchinto the
credosof notablecreators, aswrittenintheir published diaries, jour-
nals, letters, and memoirs. Hereisasample of thebdliefs, and of some
of thecreatorsholding the beliefs:

To beginwith, wilderness stands alonein its psychotherapeu-
tic powers. Itisawick that drawsaway our neurotic troubles, remov-
ing their capacity of tormenting (John Cowper Powys). To experience
wildernessregularly, Powyssaid, is“to possessthe power to forget.”
By this, wildernessfreesusto create better, and to appreciatethe
cregtions of others.

Further, wildernessstimul atestheimagination, increasing our
stock of images, materid for envisioning and designing new creations
(PierreAugusteRenoir, Gustave Flaubert, Joseph Addison). Wilder-
nesspromotestheflow of creativeideasfromthe subconscioustothe
conscious (Eugene Delacroix, William Hazlitt, Richard Jefferies).
Wildernessbringsusspiritua refreshment, vitalizing thecreative
impul se, motivating usto create (Rupert Brooke, Rachel Carson,
HansHofmann, Odilon Redon).

Thisall entersinto asubtlebut real chain by whichwilderness
promotessocia and economicwell being. It beginswith wilderness
feeding the creative processesof artistsand consumersof thearts. In
turn, thenonmateria values produced by the arts, including painting,
music, poetry, essays, literature, dance, film, and theater, seepinto the
everyday world, giving riseto materid values, affecting our attitudes
and the decis onswe make, having formative effectson political
vaues, scientific values, religiousvalues, family values, hedth care
values, and educational values, partly determining the subjectswe
teachin schools, the scientific knowledge we seek, thewayswetreat
each other, and the productsthat aremade (Wassily Kandinsky, M. C.
Escher).

Therearetwo conditionsto this. One, only large tracts of
wilderness can givethese benefits; pocket wildernessescan't (Marga
ret Fuller). Two, thelargetractsmust be free of both human-made
thingsand of signsthat such thingshave ever been there (John
Ruskin, William Wordsworth).

Now, itispointlesstotalk of protecting naturewithout speci-
fying apurpose. One purposewill require onetype and extent of
protection; another, another. Of thereasonsfor preserving naturefor
our physical well-being, it meansnothing if natureisscarred, or if
thereisno solitude, abillboard on every tree, loudspeskersby the
streambanks, signsof human activity everywhere. But of thereasons
for preserving wildernessfor our creativewell-being, it meansevery-
thing.

If environmentalistssucceed, theearth will not beadumping
groundfor pollutants. If conservationistssucceed, wewon' t runlow
on good topsoil, and the biotawill be kept intact. Y et asmuch aswe
want them to succeed with these and their other aims, their successes
may comeinwaysthat allow the earth to become so empty of wilder-
nessthat human crestivity will be permanently malnourished. The
responsibility of ensuring thisdoesn’t happen falsto us, today’ sJohn
Muirs, thosewith hisvaluesand fight, who placethe prosperity of the
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creative spirit closeto mercantileprosperity, if not aboveit.

Among our duties, we ought to protest against the use of the
willingness-to-pay method to gauge theworth of wilderness. By this
method, analystsfind that the public spendsmorefor ticketsto foot-
ball gamesthan for preserving wildernessand species. Andin can-
vassing people, asking how much they would consider contributing to
aprogram to protect so many wild acres, most say they would give
little or nothing.

Very well. Who putsvan Gogh's The Starry Night upfor
auction beforearoomful of peoplewho have been blindfolded from
birth, and concludesthat thewinning two-dollar bid representsits
vaue?Who reasonsthat becausewil dernessand speci eswhisper
unassertively, enticing few to open their pocketbooksto savethem
from extinction, such thingsareinconsiderable? How much aperson
will pay isusually, John Muir knew, ameasure of what promisesto
fedl good, not of what isgood. Almost all will pay to appeasetheir
hunger for entertainment. Goodness, especially of thelong run,
doesn't sell on merit.

Materialists, liking what they know, followersof the primrose
path, are asked how much they would pay regarding afuturewhose
rightnessfor them and posterity they haveyet to put themselvesin
position to know, and cannot until they dip their blindfolds, schooling
their mindsand sensibilitiesin wildernessasan irreplaceabl e agent of
crestivity, and so of socia and economicwell-being.

Andweshouldwork toinduce scholarsin psychology, sociol-
ogy, art, history, literature, and phil osophy to research theimportance
of wild natureto cretivity, fromthe perspectivesof their fields.

Besides strengthening and extending what isaready known about
this, perhapsfurther psychotherapeutic powers of wildernesswill be
revealed, such as powersto reducethe use of tranquilizers, to reduce
the number of heinousactsthat put society in afunk, andto reduce
therate of suicide among theyoung. In adecade or sooner, through
such researchwe can beinanew erawherethe benefits of wilderness
arefully established and taken for granted. With these benefitstreated
asexpensesin proposalsfor building inwildernessaress, or for
extracting codl, ail, or timber, the benefit-to-cost ratioswill bemore
likely to go against the proposals.

And let ushave none of the claim that lands, after they are
skinned of codl or timber, can bereclaimed towilderness. Thecre-
ativespirit hasafineeyefor deception; arecreated “wilderness’ has
no spiritual lifeat al (H. E. Bates).

Finally, wedon't permit surgeriesto berun by doctorstrained
only inbusiness, lawyering, and politics. Just so, let usinsist that
authoritieswith licenseto allow or deny decisionshaving effectson
wildernessberoundly educated for thejob. Atthevery least, they
should have had and passed acoursein ecology, and acoursein the
worth of wildernessto creativity and to general mental health, and so
to socia and economic prosperity.

H. CharlesRomesburgisa professor of forestry at Utah Sate
University, and a thirty-year member of WVHC. He has adapted
thisarticlefromhis new book about creativework, The Life of the
Creative Spirit, which isdescribed on hisweb site,
www.cnr.usu.edu/Romesburg. The book includes about 700 pas-
sages (52,000 words) quoted fromthe autobiographical writings of
mor e than 300 prominent creators, much of it about theimportance
of wilderness. The book may be ordered fromits publisher Xlibris
Corp., by either phone (888-795-4274) or the Internet
(Www.xlibris.com), and from I nter net booksellers, and bookstores.
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Far information ad directions visitour Web site
at or c2ll 304-466-9683 or
tell Ircerln WY BDO-T21-5252.
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New Quarry Proposed for Pocahontas County

by Jeremy Mueller

Weaco Qil & Gashasapplied to operatea
new 76-acre sandstone quarry in Pocahontas
County near Knapps Creek and the Green-
brierRiver.

In January, theW.Va. Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) issueda
draft permit for Wacoto dischargewastewa
ter fromaproposed new quarry intoan
unnamed tributary (sometimescalled Evans
Run) of Knapps Creek of the Greenbrier
River. If allowed to be built according to the
draft permit, thisquarry will scar theland-
scapeaong apopular tourist highway and
will illegally degrade Evans Run and Knapps
Creek, apopular trout stream. The
Pocahontas County Commission, local
citizens, and several organizations are oppos-
ing theconstruction of thisquarry.

Fortunately, alocal citizensgroup, called
theBrownsMountain AreaPreservation
Association, hasformed to opposethequarry.
Severa other groups—West VirginiaRivers
Coadlition, SierraClub-West Virginia Chapter
and Greenbrier River Watershed Association
—recently joined with thisassociation to ask
thefederal Environmental Protection Agency
to stepin and object to the permit.

Therearetwo major flawsin thepermit. It
failstofollow the state' santi-degradation

explored.

Rivers Coalition Announces Grants

TheWest VirginiaRivers Codlition (WVRC) announcesthe
2002 datesfor their grant program for watershed organi zationsand
groupsthroughout West Virginia. The Watershed Grant Program
(WGP) will fundindividua organizationsin support of advocacy
work focused on the Clean Water Act.

TheClean Water Act (CWA) was passed asfederal lawin
1972. Itsoriginal purposewasto “ restoreand maintain the chemical,
physical and biological integrity of theNation’ swaters.” Additionally,
the CWA had two other goal's, to make our waterssafefor fishing,
drinking, and swimming by 1983, and to liminatethe discharge of
pollutantsinto our waters by 1985.

WV RCbelievesthat the Clean Water Actisarguably thebest
tool to provideriver and stream protection, and to clean up polluted
waters, in West Virginiaand acrossthe nation.

Proposalsmust be postmarked no later than July 12, 2002.
Email proposalswill beaccepted if received on or by July 12, 2002.
Grant awardswill bemade around September 2, 2002. Eligible
organizationsinclude any watershed organization that islocated in
andworkson awatershedin West Virginia. Statewide organizations,
or thoseworking on alarger scalethan anindividual watershed, are
not eligible.

Activitiesthat are digiblefor funding through thisprogram
must beadvocacy work focusing onthe Clean Water Act. Thiscould
include effortsto change public policy or laws, presentationson the
CWA, literature, workshopsor conferencesfocusing onthe CWA,

policy, anditfailstofollow water quality
standardsthat would protect EvansRun and
KnappsCreek, atrout stream. Anti-degrada-
tion issupposed to make surethat water
pollutionisof socio-economic benefit, and
that less- or no-polluting aternativesare

There hasbeen no demonstration that the
proposed new dischargepermit satisfiesthe
requirementsin West Virginiad santi-degrada-
tion policy. Only aminimal amount of in-
stream water quality datahave been col-
lected, and these data have not been analyzed
toassignalevel of protection. Therehasbeen
no indication asto whether or not water
quality degradation of ahigh quality water
may result fromthisdischarge. Also, thereis
no evidence that DEP performed the socio-
economic andysisrequired by the policy if
degradation resultsfromtheproject.

According to thedraft permit, thequarry
will dischargeto EvansRun very closetoits
confluencewith Knapps Creek. Knapps
Creek isatrout stream, and local anglers
report catching trout downstream fromthe
confluence of EvansRun. Thereaso are
reports of native brook trout residingin
KnappsCreek tributariesintheimmediate

areaof the proposed quarry.

Becausethe proposed outfall isso closeto
Knapps Creek, and because Evans Run does
not flow year round, the proposed dischargeis
essentially adirect dischargeto Knapps
Creek during many times of year. Because
thereareno flow limitsin the permit, the
proposed dischargemay beasig nificant
source of pollutantsto Knapps Creek. For
thesereasons, it isvery important that the
state Department of Environmental Protection
enforce dischargelimitsand monitoring
requirementsthat protect trout waters.

Sedimentation and turbidity are perhaps
themostimportant water quality concerns,
because significant amounts of soil and rock
will beexcavated, moved, and stored on site.
Dischargelimitsand monitoring requirements
must ensurethat the stateturbidity standardis
met both in Evans Run and Knapps Creek.

DEP held apublic hearing on both the
water discharge permit and the quarry mining
permit on March 4. Over 200 citizensturned
out to oppose the permit. Stay tuned tolearn
if environmental regulatorsmoveto protect
thisarea.

Jeremy Mueller isthe Director of the
West Virginia Rivers Coalition, a member
organization of the West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy.

meetingsor forumswith el ected officia sto gpprisethem of the CWA
anditsrelationto West Virginia. Also digibleare on theground
activities, such aswater quality monitoringif theend goal isto use
thedataor information collected to advocate for CWA protections.
Other examplesincludefighting aproposed dam, or opposing aplan
or policy forwarded by astate or federal agency that infringesupon
our clesnwaters. Work must be completed within oneyear from grant
award. Examplesof past grant recipientsare availableon our web site
WWW.Wirivers.org/pastgrants.htm.

Grantswill beawarded up to $1,000 per organization. Orga-
nizationsreceiving agrant arerequired to provide afinal report one
year from receiving the grant award, or when the project iscompleted,
whichever comesfirgt.

Grant prioritieswill bethoseproposalsthat will leverage
additiond funding, have well-defined gods, objectives, and outcomes,
and demongtrate an understanding of the Clean Water Act and advo-
cacy work.

Grant guidelineswill be sent out to the ninety-pluswatershed or-
ganizations active in West Virginia, and can be obtained by contacting
WV RC staff at (304) 637-7201. They are also available on the web at
www.wvrivers.org/wvrc_grant_program.htm.



Page1l

Mountain Odyssey Explores George Washington National Forest

By Peter Shoenfeld

Thereisanother National Forestin
West VirginiabesidestheMon. Thisisthe
George Washington Nationd Forest, most of
whichisintheVirginiaBlue Ridgeregion,
but part of which comesover into the Moun-
tain State. ThisincludestheGreat North
Mountain areaaong the statelinein Hardy
County. Thiswasour destination March 23-
24. Wildernesshasbeen proposed for the
areaaround Sugar Knob.

Wetook off from apoint near Van
Buren Furnace, inthevalley of Cedar Creek
in Shenandoah County, VA. Weascended
Paddy Mountain (about 3100ft) and had
lunch at an east-facing outcrop called White
Rock Cliff. Theview hererivalsmany inthe
Alleghenies. Thesky wasclear, andwe
could easily seeasuccession of ridgestothe
east— Little North Mountain, Green Moun-
tain, Massanutten and the Blue Ridgeitself.
LittleNorth Mountain blockstheview of the
central Shenandoah Valley at thispaint, so
oneseesonly theforested ridgesand the
lower valley to the north, wheretheridges
drop downtoward the Potomac.

When wemoved on after lunch, our

Wilson Grove
Old Growth Forest

Photo by
Jonathan Jessup

group (thereweretwo of us) managed to get
separated and spent an hour getting re-united.
Thiscost ussometime, sowedetoured of f
themountain short of Sugar Knob and hiked
downinto Racer Camp Hollow wherewe
camped. Itwascoldfor late March, about
15° by dawn.

Wesaw agreat dedl of tree death
around our campsiteand on Paddy Mountain.
The oaks have succumbed to gypsy moth,
and theadelgidswerevery evident onthe
hemlocks, which aregoing fast. Thedamage
wasmuchworsethan what we seefurther
west, and wetheorized that thismight bedue
tothestressof severeair pollution, aswell as
thevery rocky soil. Thedeer havelargely
vacated thisarea, apparently from lack of
mast, and thereisplentiful new hardwood
sapling growth coming in— something we
seldom seethesedays.

Wespent al of Sunday walking north
through thevalley between Paddy and Great
NorthMountains. Thecentral part of thisis
caled Wilson Coveandisgorgeous. Thereis
alargein-holding here, with public access

permitted. Therearetwo abandoned farms,
interesting old buildingsand artifacts, and
many spectacular white pines (old growth?)
thereandfarther up. Usingahiking stick as
atransit, we measured thetallest of theseas
around 150 feet. Thisisahealthy pineforest
for themost part, with lotsof little pines
coming up near thebig ones. Thestreams
through herearevery nice— WaitesRun
drainsthesouthernvalley towardthe
Cacapon, and CoveRundrainsthenorthern
part toward the Shenandoah.

North of thebig pinesthereisa
horrendous clear cut, perhaps 300 acresor
morein size, with earth moving scarsand
erosoneverywhere. ThisisinHardy County,
WV andthenorthernboundary isat theWV-
VA stateline, despitethefact that theNa-
tional Forest tract extendson both sides.
Makesyouwonder about political consider-
aionsinplanning thisjob.

Wehiked about two milespast the
clear cut, and camefindly to the other end of
our car shuttle, along Cove Runafew miles
south of Route 55.

£ iroywwith
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MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR KUMBRABOW STATE FOREST

By Bob Marshall, Co-Chair Public Lands Committee

For those of uswho have been follow-
ing with interest the West Virginia Division
of Forestry’ sdevel opment of a 10 year
Management Plan for Kumbrabow Sate
Forest, therelease of a final plan has been
promised for thismonth, April, 2002. |
commend and sincerely thank all those who
have taken the time to make written com-
ments on the Draft Plan, and even made the
effort to attend last fall’s public meeting
about Kumbrabow. The DOF received 108
written responsesto the Draft Plan, whichis
a testament to the concern and interest from
citizensabout Kumbrabow. | encourage
anyone who wishesto become informed of
thefinal plan, or become involved in future
management activities, to call the DOF at
(304) 558-2788, and request a copy of the
final plan, along with the DOF’ sresponse-
to-comments document.

Thiswhole processof plan develop-
ment isnew territory to the DOF, which, in
the past, managed WV’ s state forests asthey
wished, without any public input or involve-
ment. How much effect and consideration
theforestsusers' concernswill haveonthe
DOF' sfinal decisionsabout timber harvest-
ing and overall recreation development are
yet to be determined. | certainly hope all
this good effort by government agencies
and private citizenstoward developing a
comprehensive Management Plan that truly
addresses more than how much timber to

harvest, and when, comesto fruition. Only
timewill tell.

There are areas of forest management
that continue to be bones of contention. To
DOF, “ multipleuse” seemsto mean “ mul-
tipletypesof silviculture practices’ , which
isnothing morethan varying how you cut
treesand harvest timber, to manipulatethe
natural state of theforest. Thereissome-
thing about “ controlling” naturethat
appealstothe DOF.

Second, DOF’ sinability to engage West
Virginia Division of Natural Resources,
Parksand Recreation (which hasconcur-
rent management responsibilities of the
improved areas of Kumbrabow) intheinitial
plan devel opment phaseisbewildering.
Whileit makes common senseto include
Parksand Recreation asan equal partner
at Kumbrabow, DOF continuesto treat the
Forest asits sole possession, only including
DNR after the Draft Plan was devel oped.
The continuing distrust and lack of coop-
eration between these two state agencies
must changeif any of our state forestshave
a chance at true multiple-use management.

Third, theuse of “ speciesdiversity”
and“ forest health” tojustify timber har-
vesting isbothersome. Destroyingthe
natural succession and return-to-original
state of Kumbrabow inthe name of “ creat-
ing diversity” for itsown sakeisathinly
veiled excuse for cutting the biggest and

most valuabletrees. “ Forest health” means
nothing more than maximizng timber
production, at the expense of other con-
CErnsor uses.

I must admit there are some signs of
hope. DOF hasenteredintoa” SafeHar-
bor Agreement” , which meansendangered
species surveysand protection will be
pursued at Kumbrabow, in cooperation with
VWVDNR Wil dlife Resources and the USFish
and Wildlife Service. Sofar, Northern
Virginia Flying Squirrels have been found
there. What DOF doeswith theresults of
the endangered speciesresearch, by pro-
tecting habitat, and setting aside areas of
the Forest, will give a good indication of
how seriousthey are about preservation
and conservation as aspectsof “ multiple
use’.

Finally, let us hope that DOF’s quote
fromthe legendary Gifford Pinchot in the
Kumbrabow Plan was a typo, and not their
trueintent. Itread: “ ...for thegreatest
goodsfor the greatest number for the
longesttime.” Obvioudy, Mr. Pinchot
meant“ .. thegreatest good” , not the
greatest amount of commodities. My hope
isthat WWDOF hasturned the corner on
“commodifying” our stateforests, and that
future management will take serioudly the
needsand desiresof all forest users. Only
time will tell.

JOIN NOW AND GET AFREE GIFT
We are not offering awonderful incentivefor joining now. Asapremiumfor joining, we offer a copy of the National Geographic book
Nature’' sMedicine: Plantsthat Heal by Jodl L. Swverdlow, PhD. Throughout human history plants have been our chief source of medicine. The
fascinating story that unfoldsin this book is much more than a catalog of natural cures. Equal parts scientific inquiry and cultural history,
it'snothing less than a chronicle of the healer’ sart asit evolved from folk remedies to modern science. 400 pages, featuring over 200 full
color photographsand anillustrated catal og of 102 healing herbs. A $35 value, free to new members.

Yes! Sign Me Up!
Name: . . :
Member ship Categories(circleone)
. Individual Family Org
Address Senior  $12
Sudent $12
City Regular  $15 $25  $50
Associate  $30 $50  $100
. Mai Sustaining  $50 $100 $200
Sate Zip Phone E-Mail Patron $100  $200 $400
Mountaineer $200 $400 $600
Mail to: West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
P.O. Box 306

Charleston, WV 25321

Touseacreditcardtojoin, visit uson line at www.wyhighlands.org.
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HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY AT THE LEGISLATURE

By Frank Young

Under the Dome

By Donad S. Garvin, Jr.
West VirginiaEnvironmental Council Legidative Coordinator and West
VirginiaHighlands Conservancy Board Member

Inthemental hazeand dazethat seemsto beset all WVEC [ob-
byistsafter working alegid ative session, the phrase* politicsasusual”
might best describethe 2002 West VirginiaL egidature.

Picture Dick Waybright (WV Forestry Association), Roger
Sherman (Westvaco), and Randy Dye (Director of the WV Division of
Forestry) walking down a capitol hallway arm-in-arm. Picture Bill
Raney and ChrisHamilton (WV Coal Association) huddled with Secre-
tary Mike Callaghan and other DEP minionsat thewell of therotunda,
or inany one of numerous other more secluded back rooms (I evenlet
Bill Raney take aphoto of me standing with the group!).

Wéll, you get the picture, don’'t you? Politicsas usual.

Andall that “whining” and dining paid off handsomely. Coal
got a$2.5 million break intheamount they are required to pay for their
water pollution permits. Timber walked away with expanded regula-
tory and tax exemptionsfor “small” loggingjobs. WV U getsto sl off
publicly owned landinthenameof “economic development,” withlittle
or no public comment or involvement. Thetourismlobby and thereal
estate lobby put the quash to funding the Farmlands Protection Act.
Politicsasusual.

Thisbeing an dectionyear, wewereasotreated toawidearray
of political hijinx. Delegatesin tight raceswould smply leavetheroom
when controversid committeevotesweretaken. Onesenator |eft acom-
mittee meeting and took acouple of colleagueswith himto avoid vot-
ing onabill sponsored by his upcoming election opponent; the commit-
teewasleft without aquorum, soit simply adjourned. Thissamesena-
tor actually voted tokill abill sponsored by the same opponent, and
thenreintroduced it ashisownlegidation! Politicsasusual.

Asthissession unfolded, | watched closdly thelobbying efforts
of our friendswho work for other progressive causes. | think | was
aware of thisbefore, but thisyesr it finally hit me squarely betweenthe
eyes: wedon't lobby theway they do. Whether it’ seducation, health
care, or socia justiceissues, they areactually ableto “swing” votes
through lobbying legidatorsone-on-one.

For themost part, wedon't havethat luxury and we' renot very
good at it anyway. Wedon't havetheluxury because most environmen-
tal issuesaretotally polarized by oneoppositionindustry group or an-
other. Wedon't havetheluxury becausethisisapoor statewhosenews-
papersroutinely ballyhooin headlinesthat “ XY Z Corporation Crestes
30Jobs,” and politicianstill look for short-term fixesto long-term prob-
lems. Wedon’'t havethe luxury because those same paliticiansthink
they must rely on big money from theregulated industriesin order to
get dected (it' sno mystery why campaign finance reform can't get of f
thedime!).

WEe renot very good at | obbying legid ators one-on-one because
of all of theabove. Instead, weareforced towork with thefew friends
we haveinthelegislatureor in legidative leadership and to play the
palitica gameby usingthemediaandlegidativegroundrules. Wejockey
our billssothey are positionedintheright committeesandin theright
house; otherwise, they will never makeit out of committee. Andwe
have little chance of amending bad bills on the floor of either house,
becauseleadership doesnot liketo do businessthat way and wesimply

WVHC Has 4 Table Display at E-Day! Event

by Frank Young

The West Virginia Environmental Council (WVEC) held its 13th
annual E-Day! (Environmental Day) at the Capitol in Charleston on Febru-
ary 22nd.

And the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy was well represented
at the event. WVHC Board member and “Speaker’s Bureau” representative
Julian Martin assembled a large display for the day. Julian organized four
tables of WVHC displays on mountaintop removal mining and clean water
issues.

Also available were lots of “I (Heart) Mountains” bumper stickers,
mountaintop removal petitions, flood pictures and sludge spill pictures, Black-
water Canyon bumper stickers, issues of the Highlands Voice, and Conser-
vancy membership information and applications. Various other handouts,
newspaper cartoons lampooning defenders of polluters, etc. were also a
part of the WVHC displays.

Both Julian and | were interviewed by student newspaper repre-
sentatives, and were invited to speak to student groups a Spencer High
School about the environment.

WVHC Board member Don Gasper had his own table displays about
acid rain and fishing stream degradation.

And the Coalition For Responsible Logging (CORL), another Con-
servancy supported organization, had a display table with pictures and other
information about stream sedimentation and flooding associated with un-
sound logging practices.

Many other organizations- about 25 in all, had displays on their
issues, as well.

E-Day! keynote speaker newspaper columnist Dave Peyton rallied
the crowd by proclaiming, “We (environmentalists) are not the problem,
we're the balance.” Later Peyton said, in response to being called extrem-
ist, “Talk about extremists, the coal people are the extremists.”

In a touching ceremony, the annual WVEC Mother Jones award
was accepted by Mike Forman on behalf of his late wife, Laura. Laura, an
organizer for the Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, died last December
while leading arally protesting mountaintop removal. This young mother’s
death has left a tremendous void within the environmental community and
it was with bittersweet emotion that the WVEC presented her with this year's
honorposthumously.

The WVEC E-Day! is perhaps the longest running citizen educa-
tion event held at the Capitol during the legislative session. It attracts groups
and attendees from across the state.

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy thanks E-Day! organizer
Denise Poole for her many hours of labor in putting together this event.

Under theDome (continued)

don’t havethevotes.

Having said all this, the WVEC lobby team redlly did have a
pretty good year. King Coal took it on the chin big timein the over-
weight coal trucksissue, and we played aroleinthat. Theindustrial
hemp bill passed, and we played arolethereaswell. Thetimber indus-
try finally agreed to criminal penalties (albeit, mainly for administra:
tivematters), and we have been pushing for that for years. Wecontin-
ued to provide avoiceto our agendafor election reform, responsible
logging, green energy, clean air and water, and good government.

Wewereinstrumenta in gutting abill that would havevirtudly
halted environmental lawsuitsby citizens. And we even managed to
kill abill that contained such vaguelanguagethat it could haveresulted
incommercial timberingin our state parks.

Soitwasnot abad year at dl for the WV EC lobby team, even
though* politicsasusua” wasthe order of theday.



Protecting the Highlands Headwaters

By Dondd S. Garvin, Jr.

President, Mountai neer Chapter Trout Unlimited

Trout Unlimited hastakenthefirst step
in providing the maximum protection allowed
under the federal Clean Water Act for alarge
number of pristine headwater streams|ocated
intheWest VirginiaHighlands.

On February 4th, members of Trout
Unlimited' s State Council officially filedwith
the Environmenta Quadlity Board anomination
to redesignate 951 miles of West Virginia's
highest quality streams (about 240 individual
streams) as Tier 3streamsunder theprovisions
of theantidegradation plan passed by thelegis-
laturelast year.

On March 21st, the Environmental
Quality Board essentially rejected thenomina:
tion and asked Trout Unlimited to providemore
detailed and site specific information for con-
sideration by the Board. Trout Unlimitedin-
tends to do exactly what the Board has re-
quested.

Although Trout Unlimited feelsthat
many West Virginiaweatersaredigiblefor Tier

GRANT COUNTY AR QUALITY MAY BE

By Don Gasper

TheClean Air Act has caused great improve-
mentsinregional air quality. Most weremade
just prior to 2000. Power Company emissions
werecut in half and our air today containsonly
half thesulfuritdid 5yearsago. AcidRainis
only half asacid. Thesewereimmediate ben-
efitsand show clearly how directly responsible
coal burning power plants had been all along
for air pollutionfor thelast 50 years.

Isthisclean-up enough? No, the clean-up
should be another similar reduction of emis-
sions. Cuttingthemin half again might return
theacidity of our rainto pH 4.8 - near towhat
ittraditionally was. Our stream and lakesand
watershed soilshave not recovered. They were
exposedtothisAcid Rain, 10X moreacid than

Something to Think About
Submitted by Don Gasper

Thefall of agiant treerendsthefabric of the canopy and instantly
aterstheway of lifethat it had supported. “Every few days| hear a
giant crash, and | cantell the distance by whether itislikeacannon or
just adull thud, and whether the ground trembles. That ahugetree, so
many tonsof timber, which hasstruggled toward thelight, grown broad
and spread its brancheswide against its neighbors, fruited season after
season and fed hundreds of generations of birdsand monkeys, drained

3protection, thelist of streamsfor thefirst Tier
3nominationwasbased mainly onlocation: the
streams nominated arelocated either totally or
primarily onpubliclands. They areall of high
water quality, have exceptiona ecologica, rec-
reational and aesthetic value, and their desig-
nation would haveinsignificant or noimpact
on privatelands. Actualy, most of thestreams
nominated are within the boundaries of the
Monongahela National Forest.

TheCleanWater Act specifically pro-
vides that “ Outstanding National Resource
Waters’ should be protected by Tier 3 designa
tion: “Wherehigh quality waterscongtitutean
outstanding National resource, such aswaters
of National and State parks and wildlife ref-
ugesand waters of exceptional recreational or
ecologica significance, that water quality shall
bemaintained and protected.”

“Maintained and protected” means,
quitesimply, no degradation.

For the most part thelist of streamsin

normal, for so long that they are acid and
leached now of nutrients. Recovery will be
dow. Great damage everywherewasdone.
Onereluctant emission sourcein our moun-
tains at Mt. Storm in Grant Co. has finally
agreed to putting more scrubbers on their 3
smokestacks. Thefirstwasputinin 1994, on
thefirst Clean Air Act deadline. It wasthen
ranked asone of thetop ten polluters of sulfur
and nitrogen in the nation. It has greatly ef-
fected thenear-by Dolly SodsWilderness, and
surely it carried 150 milesto Washington D.C.
(Most of itscustomersareover that way.)
Itisnow owned by Dominion. They have
been upgrading recently, and by 2004 say they

it

the soil of itsgoodnessand enriched it with decaying leaves, given shade

| MPROVED
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the Trout Unlimited nomination had been pre-
viously identified by the WV Department of
Environmental Protectionandthe WV Division
of Natural Resourcesas Tier 2.5 Watersof Spe-
cid Concern, and iscontained in the presump-
tive list of Tier 2.5 streams in the state's
antidegradationimplementation rule. Most of
thestreamsnominated wereactudly designated
asTier 3until 1994, when acompromisewas
struck betweenindustriesand thestateto pro-
ducethe Tier 2.5 category, which dlowsfor a
minimal amount of pollution and degradation.

Trout Unlimited believes that West
Virginia sexceptiona riversand streams—the
streamsincluded inthe Tier 3 nomination —
deservethehighest level of protectionavailable
under thelaw: thecurrent water quality should
NOT be dllowed to be degraded, period.

Trout Unlimited will continueto seek
Tier 3designation for West Virginia shighest
quality waters.

will havethetwo new scrubbersoperating. This
will remove about 95% of their emissions.

Thisdemonstratesthat The Clean Air Actis
working. Therearemovesnow toweakenitin
Washington. If somehavetheir way, it may be
that even thesetwo planned scrubberswill not
havetobeputin. However, therearebillsthere
now a so that would strengthen the Clean Air
Act. Thenmany old and great polluterswould
also haveto clean-up - without exceptions.

Spesak for Clean Air. Acid Rainisdamag-
ing our forest and killing our trout.

Don Gasper

andfodder to elephantsand provided lifefor amillioninsects- that this
pieceof thestructure of theliving earth, should crash downwith unbe-
lievable destruction fromitsfirm unshakable vertical - isan event of
such enormity - and yet suchinsignificance- that | cannot comprehend

Vernon Reynolds
Y oung English Anthropol ogist
Uganda, 1962



SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT PROPERTY RIGHTS

Commentary by Don Gasper
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Early settlersin thiscountry weredriventofirst acquiretheir land and then to use their land for survival. For 100 yearstherewere
few people and isolation nurtured an independent spirit with in some cases greed and expl oitation of land and people. In sometimesand
placesthisindependent spirit was so intense that pioneers could scarcely be governed by the laws of the community.

In most placestherewere always small communitieswhere settlers gathered for protection and commerce. Here, always, individual
rights were given up for the good of the community. Indirectly each individual benefitted as his life became more secure with less strife,
member ship in acommunity and sharing agreed upon community goodswith neighbors. Communitiesgrew until most peoplelived inthem.

Apart of livingin a community isexerting restraint and acknowl edging that our claimto the use of theland is not absol ute but limited
by obligations to the community and to future generations.

Therights of theindividual areimportant but individualism alone, without a balancing commitment to community, is a disastrous
social formula. Private enterprise can not be put above the welfare of the community. Theindividual hasto respect his neighbors and the

land.

Thewill and best interests of the community take precedence over the irresponsibility, arrogance, and greed of theindividual (or a
fewindividuals). Such land ownerscan not be allowed o make uses of their land that conflict with the overall interests of society.

In respecting land and the earth, the landowner acknowl edges histemporary ownership. Hisisa stewardship. Hisrightsto usehis
property arealso limited by future ownersof hisland. Ever more so, inaworld without sufficient resour ces, with so much degradation, itis
important that property betreated asaliving trust.

The cult of the individual, and the extremist view of absolute property rights, is not an enlightened one today. Today the politics of
population growth, the economics of resour ce depletion, and recognition of our ecological impactsforce usto be awarethat we are a global

community.

TIMBERING NEWS FROM THE LEGISLATURE

By Don Garvin

The only logging related bill to pass
both House and Senate this session was S.B.
431, “relatingtotimbering licenses.” Thishill
reingtated thelicensing exemptionfor landown-
ersthat had been struck down late last year
through acourt decision.

Whilethebill exemptslandownersfrom
needing atimber licenseif they sell lessthan
$15,000worth of timber ayear, it dso provides
that exemptionto small loggerswho cut timber
on property they don’t own, and basestheex-
emptionon$15,000" ssumpage’ valueinstead
of grossvalue (which meansthey can cut more
treeswithout getting alicense).

The bill also contains language that
makes it a misdemeanor to “violate” certain
provisionsof the Logging and Sediment Con-

Coming Attractions

trol Act (primarily administrative in nature,

such aslogging without alicense, etc.), with
finesranging from $250 to $500 per day per
violation. Thisprovison wasactualy offered
by the WV Forestry Association and the State
Division of Forestry, who appeared to be ner-
vousthat our persistencefor thelast several

yearsmight resultin more substantive changes
totheLogging Act.

Intheend, however, welost onamend-
mentsthat would have required loggerstofile
their logging plans prior to beginning their op-
erdtions, limited the license exemption to land-
ownerslogging on their own lands, and pro-
vided noticeto adjacent landowners (talk about
a “property rights’ abuse issue!). Specid

thanksgo to Delegates DaleManuel and James
Fox, and Senators John Mitchell and Jon Hunter
for their attemptsto passthoseamendments.

Noneof our other legidation aimed at
reform of the Logging and Sediment Control
Act madeit out of committee, including strong
bills by Senator Mitchell and Delegate Rick
Staton. Weeven lost the battle to get aflood
study resol ution passed by both houses.

Conni Lewis, lobbying for the Coali-
tion for Responsible Logging, hasworked on
thisissuefor thelast threeyears. No oneworks
harder “under thedome” than Conni, and atti-
tudesand votestoward thislast basically un-
regulated extractiveindustry arebeginning to
change. That changeisdueinlargemeasureto
thepersistent effortsof ConnieLewis.

April 7West VirginiaEnvironmental Council Board Meeting, 2:00
p.m., 1324 VirginiaSt., Charleston.

April 13West VirginiaTrailsCoalitiontrail construction and mainte-
nanceworkshop. 302 21¢ Street, Nitro, WV

April 13-14 Wildernessand Forest Planning Workshop sponsored by
West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy and Friendsof Allegheny Wilder-
ness. Powdermill Nature Reserve, Rector, PA.

April 16 Massey Energy’ sAnnual Stockholder Meeting, 11
am.,Jefferson Hotel, 101 West Franklin St., Richmond, Virginia. If you
areinterested in going, contact Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition.
April 24U.S. Army Corpsof Engineers public hearing on draft Envi-
ronmental |mpact Statement on the Spruce No. 1 mine operated by

Arch Coal. TheEnvironmental Impact Statement eval uatesthe environ-
mental impact of the proposed mine, including the valley fills. Chief
Logan State Park, 6:30 p.m.

May 10 through 12 West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy Spring
Review and Board Meeting

M ay 24-27 Heartwood' s 12" Annual Forest Council, Camp Riverdale,
Southern Indiana. Panelsand workshops about forests, energy, and
community organizing. Contact Heartwood at 812-337-8898, or visit
for moreinformation.

July 13 West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy Summer Board Meeting
October 11 through 13 West VirginiaHighlands Conservancy Fall
Review and Board Meeting



Everyone is Welcome
West Virginia Highlands Conservancy's

2002 Spring Review
May 10, 11 & 12
Handley Cabin

Pocahontas County that is.

: The Willlams River Headwaters!

Friday evening
4pm Snacks, campfire orientation, maps, displays, videos, discussion.

Saturday

7am Birds before Breakfast

8am Breakfast

9am outings

- Upper Williams River - Our featured outing will look at the portion of this watershed
that is scheduled to be logged by the Forest Service. Our special guest, Heartwood's
Mark Donham, will lead the trip, along with Rondi Fischer, Marlinton District Ranger.
Cranberry Wilderness - One of the east's largest!, we'll experience what's so special
about this place and see why and how it needs to be made even larger. We'll take a
serious day hike up the Little Fork Trail and cross over the divide to the Rough Run
of Cranberry.
Canoeing on the Williams River. Bring your own boat, or we'll have some extra
spaces for those who don't have one.
Highlands Scenic Highway - Don't miss it in the Spring!

"In the middle of nowhere on the upper Williams River"

Page 16

Lodging
Bunk space is available in the Handly
Wildlife Cabin at $10/person/night.
Limited #, first come first served, bring
your own bedding or sleeping bag

Camping is available on the grounds at
Handley, or in nearby Tea Creek and
Day Run Forest Service Campgrounds
(nominal fee).

Marlinton Motor Innis only a few miles
away on Rt 219. call 304-799-4711

Cranberry Mountain Discovery Center - Forest Service Nature & Interpretive Center

Cranberry Glades & Falls of Hills Creek
Edray Trout Hatchery

6pm Saturday evening pot luck banquet and Silent Auction (please bring good stuff to donate)

Forest Plan Revision - Highlands Conservancy's featured Panel Discussion

In 1985 the Monongahela National Forest adopted it's current "Land and Resource Management Plan (the Plan). It was intended to
last 10 years, 15 tops. Itis outdated and in many cases obsolete. Yet the Forest Service continues to use it in guiding their Forest
management. After several false alarms, and postponements, it appears that the Forest Service is actually going to begin the Plan
revision process this year. We must be ready. It is the one time when citizens can have a say in how the National Forest is managed.
We must be at the table with a steady, loud voice. As the timber resources on the Forest mature and become more valuable in the

market place, the exploitative forces of industry will be great.

Our panel will include Doug Adamo, Forest Planner for the Monongahela National Forest
and Mark Donham, Program Director for Heartwood. Heartwood is an asscciation of
groups, individuals, and businesses dedicated to the health and well being of the native
forest of the Central Hardwood region, and its interdependent plant, animal, and human
communities.

Directions to Handley
From Rt. 219, turn west at Edray on Woodrow Rd.
which is at the Quickie Mart. Go approx. 8 miles

Sunday
7am Birds Before Breakfast

Meals
Highlands Conservancy members have
volunteered to feed us for the weekend.
We'll be serving up breakfast and lunch,
including bag lunches for our outings.
For our Saturday evening dinner, we will
be barbecuing some chicken, hot dogs
and hamburgers, we are asking folks to
bring along a side dish to share, pot luck,

gam grealéfa?tlj tors Meeti and look for the signs to Handley WMA on the right. to round out the meal. We'll have drinks.
am oar_ of Directors ' eeting OR, it is about 2 miles east of the Highlands Scenic Registration fee includes meals.
Special Sunday outings Highway along the Williams River on the left.
L]
Spring Review 2002 Registration Form

Name

cost/person #people Total
Address Registration ~ $20(includes meals)
City State Zip Cabin Bunks  $10/ night
Phone E -mail Total

Send this form, and payment to:
Field Trips West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

I would like to participate in (please check one)

__Upper Wiliams ___ Cranberry ___Canoe the Wiliams

___Highlands Scenic Highway

PO Box 306
Charleston, WV 25321
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