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Lawsuit Filed To Stop Timber Sale

The day gfter the Gazette print-
¢dthis story onthe proposed Gauley
Mountain Timber Cuts we filed
our lawsuit to siop the sale. The
complaint is based on many of the
same points we raised in our ad-
ministrative appeals - lack of alter-
natives (with less timbering) and
consideration forother forest ‘uses .

Ken Ward's article is a good
introduction. See page 5 for more
background and insider details. -
bill r.

by Ken Ward
from the Charleston Gazette

A Boom is rolling
outhward over Gaule
And 10 1ts wake (1115
lie starkly skinned.

But it is not the
pealing wrath of thunder
And it is not the
iron-fingered wind.

Louise McNeil Pease
former WV poet laureate

By late October; loggers
could start cufting 100 year-old
black cherry and maple trees off
the east side of Gauley Mountain
north of Marlinton.

The U.S. Forest Service has
approved what many believe is
the largest timber sale in the his-
tory of the Monongahela Nation-
al Forest.

More than 16 million board
feet of lumber would be cut from
4,000 ascres of national forest
along the Elk River from Slaty-
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fork north toward Monterville.

Much of the logging would
be done with the help of helicop-
ters. Timber crews would be flown
in and logs would be flown out.
Logging roads that damage soil
and water quality would not have
to be built.

The Forest Service says the
trees need to be cut down to im-
prove the forest.

Cutting down the larger, old-
er trees will make room for new,
younger trees, the Forest Service
says. This allows the agency to
manipulate the forest so it has a
near-perfect distribution of trees
of various ages, the Forest Ser-

ening to sue to stop the cutting,
They say this area of the national
forest is supposed to be reserved
primarily for black bear and wild
turkey species that can't tolerate
human disturbance.

"Running a bunch of ‘Apoc-
alypse Now' helicopters in there
and cutting the hell out of the
forest is certainly a disturbance,"
said Bill Turner; a Lewisburg
lawyer who represents Trout Un-
limited, the Sierra Club, Heart-
wood and citizens who oppose
the timber sale.

Environmental groups al-
ready lost an administrative ap-
peal of the Forest Service's log-
ging plan.

The next step would be filing
a lawsuit in federal court alleg-
ing some failure by the Forest
Service to conduct proper envi-
ronmental studies before approv-
ing the sale.

The groups have filed a sep-
arate formal notice of intent to
sue under the federal Endangered
Species Act. The notice alleges
the Forest Service did not proper-
ly consider the logging's possible
effects on endangered Indiana
bats, Virginia big-eared bats,
Virginia northern flying squir-
rels or eastern cougars.

Cynthia R. Schiffer, the For-
est Service district ranger who
approved the sale, said her agen-

cy conducted all the proper en-
dangered species studies in con-
sultation with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,

Schiffer said the portions of

the forest where the logging will
take place are overloaded with
older larger trees.

"The bulk of the area is 60 to
100 years old and what we are
trying to do is go in and regener-
ate some of the stands," she said
last week. "We are trying to cre-

ate some diversity”

Rick Landenberger; a West
Virginia University forestry grad-
vate student, isn't so sure the
Forest Service plan is aimed et
creating a more diverse forest.

would create a forest that has
equal numbers of trees of various
ages. This, Landenberger said, is
being done - &t least in part - to
assure & constant supply of trees
bigand old enough to be cut down.
Forests don't naturally have equal
numbers of trees of different ages,
Landenberger said. So why should
humans try to create that situa-
tion?

"It's a very artificial way to
manipulate a forest," he said.

*If you're just looking at tim-
ber production, it's a preferred
way", he said. "But if you're look-
ing at wildlife, water quality and
biodiversity it's a radical way to
manipulate a forest.”

Under the 10 year-old man-

agement plan for the Mononga-
hela National Forest, the area to

be logged is supposed to be man-

-aged primarily as "remote habi-

tat for wildlife species intolerant
of disturbance”.

Schiffer points out that the
plan also calls for timber harvest-
ing to produce a mix of forest
products, A

"That's how we try to bal-

ance the objectives of still pro--

ducing wood products,” se said.
"That's one of the missions of the
Forest Service. It's balancing the
objectives of producing wood
products and promoting habitat.

Schiffer said much of the
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Hummingbird Run, East Gauley Mountain - proposed
clearcut - steep and slide prone area

uproar over the East Gauley tim-
ber sale comes from the fact that
it was so lerge. But she says the
project is actually a number of
timber sales that will occur over a
five-year period.

The sale became much larger
when the Forest Service decided
to use helicopter logging to help
reduce water pollution concerns.

"In the helicopter jobs, you
can go in and do a lot of things
you can't do with conventional
sales,” Schiffer said. "An area
that it would take a ground crew
three weeks to thin, a helicopter
crew can do in three days."

Beth Little, an activist with
the Sierra Club's Forest Watch
group, fears the logging will hurt

water quality in the Elk River
watershed.

A flier she distributed to raise
money for a legal fight against
the timber sale says "most, if not
all, of these streams already ap-
proach maximum siltation thresh-
olds... The proposed timbering
will cause future degradation.”
Bids for the first part of the East
Gauley timber sale will be opened
on Wednesday. But both sides
said last week they hope some
soft of compromise can be worked
out.

"We are not saying don't cut
anything," Turner said. "We are
for a scaled-back version.®

Schiffer said, "I want to be
able to work with people.”
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enfrom the bear! of tbe plafead-~~
%4 of the p

by John McFerrin

Where, in other days, the boys had seen blue waves of spruce and
hemlock, stretching away mile upon mile, the men now beheld desola-
tion--bare hills, ribbed with shale, from which fire and erosion had swept
every vestige of soil; long mountain ranges without a tree, save here and
a gnarled trunk with its few yellowed leaves; a monotonous panorama of
destruction, as far as the eye could run. The Last Forest by G.D. McNeill
(1940).

G. D. McNeill was, among other things, a farmer and teacher in
Pocahontas County. He was born in 1877, just before the first big wave
of timbering swept through West Virginia. The Last Forest is a collection
of stories based upon his experience growing up during the time of the last
great lumber boom.

Now we are rushing headlong into the next great lumber boom. It
has been close to a century; the trees have come back. There are logs to
be cut once again. Should the proposed pulp mill ever be built, there will
be another giant maw to fill, a ravenous appetite for wood never even
thought of at the turn of the last century,

Now that we are into the next great lumber boom, the question
arises: did we learn anything the last time? Are we going to create another
"monotonous panorama of destruction, as far as the eye could run."?

The West Virginia Division of Forestry will, of course, assure us
that this could never happen again. That was then, this is now. They will
point to the Logging Sediment Control Act, passed in 1992. They will
assure us that they are on the job, ever vigilant to see that the next great
logsmgbomn!uvesuswzthc!eansﬁeams healthyforests andcbeerﬁ:l

wildlife. S ———

While I appreciate the optimism of the Division of Forestry, it
doesn't take much study of the Logging and Sediment Control Act before
doubts begin to creep in.

Like most laws, there is not much wrong with the Act that some
enthusiastic enforcement wouldn't fix. It has some useful suggestions
about logging practices. If, in spite of the Act having no effective
enforcement mechanisms, timber companies follow these useful sugges-
tions then we will be able to avoid a "monotonous panorama of destruc-
tion". While the Act has nothing to say about what is cut and where, if it
were enthusiastically enforced much of the sediment from logging would
be controlled.

In spite of the useful things in the Act, the doubts creep in when
we look at the mechanisms for enforcing it. Division of Forestry
inspectors may visit sites but, should they find a violation, are only
allowed to issue an order that the violation be corrected. There is no
provision for issuing an enforcement order that carries any sort of penalty
withit. It is as if the state police could issue warnings but no tickets. There
is no reason for a timber operator to comply with the law until after the
inspector shows up. Given the number of sites and the number of
inspectors, this is the same as saying that a timber operator has no reason
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Circuit Court. Should the Division of Forestry pursue this, (see page 3)




Heres Fall

by Mary Moore Riffenberger
_ There's a faint foreshadow-
ing of the gold, orange, russet,
and reds that will soon spark the
weary greens of our forests--it is
time to start thinking of the West
Virginia Highlands Conservan-
cy's 29th Annual Fall Review. It
is a time when we all gather to-
gether in friendship and love of
our natural heritage, to show it to
our children and friends, and to
ask how we can best protect it.
It is time to plan for the WVHC

WVHC Fall Review

Fall Review to be held Oct. 18--20
in the heart of the Highlands, at
Camp Pioneer near Beverly W.Va.
The accommodations are the usual
4-H dorms with bunk beds, heated,
inside facilities, and one or two
towels, and soap. There are electric
(but no water) hook-ups for camp-
ers around the assembly-hall, and
space for tents. We are arranging
baby-sitting services for Saturday.
There is a large dining-hall, and a
large assembly-hall. And the food

The Highlands Voice,

meet new Mon TForest Supervisor

is great|

The field trips will include
hikes; biking (if interest shown);
a cave trip for novices; a tour of
college campus and restored man-
sions; and/or anything you might
be interested in.

The program for Friday
night can be slides and music (if
you'll provide them--we'll get the
projector and snacks). There will
be a banquet Saturday night, and
the speaker will be Buzz Durham,
the Public Service Group Leader

New tlampshire Forester Named Mon. Forest Supervisor

from the July 10, 1996 Inter-
Mountain (Elkins WV)

Charles L. "Chuck" Myers
has been named as the new head
of the Monongahela National
Forest.

Currently the deputy forest
supervisor at the White Moun-
tain National Forest in New
Hampshire. Myers will bring a
variety of skills and experiences
to the Monongahela.

As honors graduate of the
Pennsylvania State University, he
holds both a bsche!or‘a snd a8
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wards a Ph.D. in forest recreation
and forest economics. While at
Penn State, Myers was on the
faculty of the forest resources
department.

Myers worked for Weyer-
hauser Corporation in Arkansas
for two years prior to beginning
his career with the Forest Service
at the Southern Forest Experi-
ment Station in New Orleans.
Additional jobs with the Forest
Service took him to the Allegh-
eny National Forest in Pennsyl-
vania, the Wayne National For-
est in Ohio, the Supcnor md the
Chinp >Wa MNal
\/ N eso I' \AJ h 3

oun ¥

National Forest and the regional
office in Milwaukee.

Myers has received numer-
ous awards and citations, includ-
ing several outstanding perfor-
mance awards, several regional
forester honor awards, and a spe-
cial act award from the chief of
the Forest Service for develop-
ment of a national training pro-
gram.

No date has been set for
Myers to officially take the lead-
ership of the 908,000-acre
Monongahels, the only National
Fomt locnnd entirely within

Corridor H ﬁfagﬂed assl (Bi[[ion (Boondoggle in
Road to Ruin Cl{gp

Charleston, WV--Americans
can't afford to continue driving
down a "Road to ruin" according
to a report released today by the
national Taxpayers for Common

Sense. The report named the

Corridor H highway as one of 22
proposed highways that "waste
money, ruin our communities,
and harm the environment."
"It's time for the government
to slow down and ask for direc-
tions," said Ralph DeGennaro,
executive director of Taxpayers
for Common Sense. "The federal
taxpayer shouldn't have to pay
for roads with significant local
opposition, especially when
cheaper alternatives exist.”
Corridor H Alternatives, the
local group which has led the
fight against the proposed Corri-
dor H superhighway from Elkins,
WV to Strasburg, VA, praised
the report. Spokeswoman Bonni
McKeown said, "West Virginians
and Virginians have been saying
for four years that we should fix
the roads we have instead of build-
ing & brand new highway in a
sparsely-populated area.”
"Road to Ruin" was written

by a unique coalition of taxpay-
ers, environmentalists, and
neighborhood activists, led by
Taxpayers for Common Sense and
Friends of the Earth. It is the
start of a national effort to link
local road opponents with na-
tional experts on stopping waste-
ful government projects which
harm the environment. The group
says that unnecessary new high-
ways often lead to suburban
sprawl, loss of farms and forests,
harm to Main Street businesses
and historic sites, and a lower
quality of community life.
Many of the roads supposed-
ly being built to relieve traffic
congestion tend to encourage
sprawl development which leads
to more congestion, the report's
sponsors noted. McKeown
agreed, pointing to safety and
traffic problems arising from

Corridor L in Summersville and
Fayetteville in southern West
Virginia.

Instead of continuing with
the construction projects as
planned, the Road to Ruin report
recommends exploring cheaper,
less damaging alternatives.

The Corridor H highway re-
ceived Federal Highway approv-
al in August, but only enough
money is available to build 20
miles of it. Corridor H Alterna-
tives members have said they will
sue to stop construction. While
many public officials in West
Virginia support Corridor H,
CHA says that public comments
last year ran 89% opposed in both
states,

Contacts -

Janice Greger, TCS, 202-546-
8500 ext. 119

Bonni McKeown, CHA, 304-874-
3887 ¢

WANTED: Email addresses

We are developing an email address list for the Conservan-
cy. Please email Richard at the address listed in the masthead if
you would like to receive Conservancy news and notices of

meetings, efc., via email,

from the Forest Service, who is
concerned with recreation, plan-
ning, surveying, and land acqui-
sition. You will also have the
opportunity to meet Charles L.
"Chuck" Myers, who is the new
Supervisor of the Menongahela
National Forest. He wants the
Conservancy to tell him what our
goals are and what we want of the
Forest Service. Be thinking...
Sunday morning and early

October 1996 - Page 3

afternoon will be devoted to the
Board Meeting. It promises to be
a rewarding weekend, so you all
come|

The cost will be reasonable.
Watch your mail for brochure with
further details. Make your plans
now, please, and mail or call Rich-
ard with confirmations because we
must inform the camp three days
ahead of the number of meals re-

the last clearcut the USFS did on Gauley Mountain

/fwﬂéﬁw'/zyrﬁ:'ﬁ/ﬂm

(from page 2) the timber company faces a maximum total penalty that
is one fourth of the daily penalty faced by other polluters of our waters.
It would be hard for any agency to be very effective in its enforcement
with all these barriers.

So has our Division of Forestry managed to overcome these
barriers to effective enforcement? Not that I can see.

I have not visited every logging site in the state. Perhaps the
sites I hear about are not representative. But from what I hear it's bad
out there. I hear stories of logging roads running straight up the
mountain with no erosion control. [ hear stories of streams filling
with sediment. I hear of complaints to the Division of Forestry that
are greeted with a less than enthusiastic response.

Perhaps it's not that bad. Unless what I am hearing is wrong,
however, we are heading for that little mistake that we make every
century or so. We are heading for another logging boom that turns
our forests into a "monotonous panorama of destruction, as far as the
eye could see.” @
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EAST GAULEY MOUNTAIN

ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DuUTY

by bill ragette’

The main human player in the
whole East Gauley affair would
have to be Cynthia 'Cindy' Schiffer,
the district ranger for the USFS in
the Marlinton district. I may have
to disagree with her on the appro-
priateness of cutting 16,000,000+
board feet off the wild and steep
slopes of Gauley Mountain, but no
one can doubt that she is dedicated
and sincerely believes in her set
(and her set only) of projects for
area.

She has always been ready and
willing to meet with one and all to
discuss the cuts, to tour the project
area and has offered to take anyone
on & tour of other areas that have
been logged by helicopter. She be-
lieves that the cuts she has pro-

THE INDIANA

The Indiana Bat is federally
listed endangered species through-
oul its range. It occurs in the East
Gauley area and is one of the points
of contention in the lawsuit over the
proposed timbering projects. I have

Endengered and TG e
cies of the Southeastern United States
(The RedBook)"-bythe USFishand

little brown bat but differing in col-
oration. Its fur is a dull grayish
chestnut rather than bronze, with the
basal portion of the hairs of the back
dull lead colored. This bat's under-
parts are pinkish to cinnamon, and
its hind feet smaller and more deli-
cate than in the little brown bat The
calcar (heel of the foot) is strongly
keeled.

Little is known of the this bat's

diet beyond the fact that it consists of
insects. Females and juveniles for-
age in the airspace near the foliage of
riparian and floodplain trees. Males
forage the densely wooded area at
tree top height.
RANGE AND POPULATION
LEVEL: The Indiana bat occurs in
the Midwest and eastern United
States from the western edge of the
Ozark region in Oklahoma, to south-
em Wisoonsin, east to Vermont, and
as far south as northern Floride. In
summer it is apparently absent south
of Tennessee, in winter it is appar-
ently absent from Michigan, Ohio,
and northern Indiana where suitable
caves and mines are unknown. About
500,000 individuals of this species
still exist

posed will move the area towards
the desired future condition as out-
lined in the Mon Forest plan. More
than that, she believes that only the
large timber cuts she has chosen as
the possible alternatives can move
the forest in that direction. The
reason she gave me for not includ-
ing a mid range altemative (of say
‘only’ cutting 5 or 10 million board
feet) was that it would not satisfy
the 6.1 management prescription
for East Gauley. (One requirement
of which is 'a range of tree age
classes').

Cindy met with representatives
of the Mountaineer Chapter of
Trout Unlimited (one of the appel-
lants) on a Sunday afternoon, has
spent 3 hours at the home of the
two adjacent landowners (appel-

lants and plaintiffs) to see if she
could alleviate their concerns.

Cindy also attended a meeting
of Kanawha Valley Trout Unlimit-
ed (KVTU) (a 2-3 hour drive from
her office) to discuss the timber
sales, In this case she had more
luck, convincing that chapter to
not sign on to the lawsuit. In their
most recent newsletter, KVTU re-
ported on Cindy's offer to take them
out in the field when the trees are
being mark for logging. The news-
letter called it an unprecedented
opportunity to become involved in
the management of the Mon For-
est.

This last Saturday, Cindy
spent over 4 hours talking to and
answering questions from Trout
Unlimited's state council.

BAT

REPRODUCTION AND DEVEL-
OPMENT: This bat has a definite
breeding period that usually occurs
during the first 10 days of October,
Maﬁngtnhphoeat:ﬁgﬁmdr

nating colonies disperse.

Hibemnating colonies disperse
in late March and most of the bats
migrate to more northern habitat for
the summer. However, some males
remain in the hibernating area dur-
which wander from cave to cave,
that birth and development occur in
very small, widely scattered colonies
consisting of 25 or so females and
their young. Birth usually takes
place during June with each female
bearing a single offspring. About 25
to 37 days are required for develop-
ment to the flying stage and the
beginning of independent feeding.

Migration to the wintering caves
usually begins in August Fat re-
replenished largely during the month
of September, Feeding continues at
a diminishing rate until by late No-
vember the population has entered a
definite state of hibernation.

The hibernating bats character-
istically form large, tight, compact
clusters. Each individual hangs by
its feet from the ceiling. Every 8 to
10 days hibernating individuals
awaken to spend an hour or more
flying about or to join & small cluster
of active bats elsewhere in the cave
before returning to hibernation.
HABITAT: Limestone caves are

used for winter hibernation. The
preferred caves have a temperature
averaging 37 degrees to 43 degrees
Fnlm:heummdwm and a rel-

How often do we see dedica-
tion like this in government em-
ployees? Actually more often than
we might imagine, but where do
you draw the line between doing an
excellent job and advocacy for tim-
bering interests, interfering in a
public input process?

In response to our appeals,
WV DNR's Walt Lesser submitted
a letter saying that the WV DNR
felt that the timber cuts would not
add sedimentation to the Elk or its
tributaries and that the sale would
not harm the Indiana Bat or North-
em Flying squirrel in any way.
Although it can't be proved many
folks feel that Cindy asked Walt to
submit this letter, Certainly i have

areas average 11.2 acres per animal
in midsummer.
REASONS FOR CURRENT STA-
TUS: The decline is atiributed to
commercialization of roosting caves,
wanton destruction by vandals, dis-
turbances caused by increased num-
bers of spelunkers and bat banding
programs, use of bats as laboratory
experimental animals, and possibly
hibernacula have been rendered un-
suitable as a result of blocking or
impeding air flow into the caves and
thereby changing the cave's climate.
The Indiana bat is nearly extinct
over most of its former range in the
northeastern states, and since 1950,
the major winter colonies in caves of
West Virginia, Indiana, and Illinois
have disappeared. A high degree of
period approximately 87 percent of
the entire population hibernates in
only seyen caves, <

= The Indxana Bat in West Vitglma

There are approximately 7,500
bats that winter in WV. Around
6,000 of these hibernate in caves in
Pendleton County. Dreen cave,
the one closest to the Gauley Moun-
tain timber cuts, contains close to
300 bats. There are 10-12 caves in
the state that have more than 50
bats in winter.

According to Craig Stihler, of
the WV DNR natural heritage pro-
gram, our knowledge of the WV
Indiana bats in summer is extremely
limited. Some limited netting (a
way of trapping bats for examina-
tion) has been undertaken outside
of a cave in the Fernow Experi-
mental Forest and in floodplains
along the Ohio River, but no fe-
males have been captured. If any
had been caught it would have
been a strong indication that some
of the bats stay around in summer
to raise their young. Since the bat's

never seen the DNR submit any
letters on any previous appeal of
Mon Forest timber sales. I would
also be interested in finding out
just how it came to be that Cindy
was asked to speak to the Kanawha
Valley TU group.

Sometimes I get the feeling
that Cindy is more interested in
defending her timber cuts than try-
ing to balance all the resources of
East Gauley. Her belief that her
way is the only way to manage the
forest can be a hindrance to seeing
how others might interpret the
Forest Plan's directives. After all
the forest survived qmtewellfa'

maternity colonies are located un-
der the loose bark of large trees,
cutting in the types of forest they
prefer for their maternity colonies
could harm the bats.

No trapping has been done in
any of the caves near Gauley Moun-
tain. Nor have the caves on Gauley
been surveyed for bats in winter.
Bill Tolin, who is in charge of the
Indiana Bat for the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, told me he felt
that there probably were summer
maternity colonies in the Monon-
gahela Forest, but as of yet no one
has found any. He said that it was
theoretically possible that the tim-
ber cut on Gauley Mountain could
kill some Indiana bats, but he felt it
was unlikely. Craig Stilher feels
that the major threat to the bats in
WYV is still disturbance to the bats
in the winter hibernacula.

thought you'd like to know...

Thornwood Pipeline - ooops!!

The first letter I got from our new Forest Supervisor,
Chuck Myers, stated that in constructing the pipeline along
Rt. 28, parts of the road began collapsing and he has autho-
rized moving 1.2 miles of the pipeline 30' to 50' further to the
west. But don't worry, they chécked it all out and, nope, no
new environmental impacts - so you can't appeal it, they just
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BALANCING ACT NECESSARY FOR TREES, LOGGERS, TOURISTS

by Steve Hollenhorst
from the Charleston Gazette
9/20

I was pleased to see last
week's Gazette investigation on
the future of West Virginia's for-
ests. It's about time we start the
public dialogue. However, I'd like
to clarify the quote that reporter
Ken Ward attributed to me in the
Sept. 8 article, and in the pro-
cess, elaborate on the future of
West Virginia's forests.

First, I am not a professor of
forestry, but am an associate pro-
fessor in the Forestry Division
with a specialty in outdoor recre-
ation and land-use policy. I am
also currently the program coor-
dinator of the Recreation and Park

Management Program in the di-

My comments arise out of my
interest in our state's burgeoning
tourism and outdoor recreation
industries, and the effect of state

- forest policy on these industries.

Secondly, the quote does not
represent the full perspective on
my views. The "line of bull* I
suggestedthestml)lmof

is feeding us relates

of the log-term capacity of the
state's forests, given ever-increas-
ing harvest pressures. Will cur-
rent state policies result in pure
sands of 20 year-old yellow pop-
lar, as the quote implies? Of
course not.

I do believe, however, that
current state policy will result in
an ever-younger forest landscape
that is less valuable from a com-
modity, aesthetics, tourism and
ecological perspective. My com-
plete line or reasoning here is
quite simple and reflects the ba-
sic principles of sustainability and
connectedness.

A sustainable forest industry
is one that balances what is so-
cially desired by the current gen-
eration, for itself and future gen-
erations, with what is biological-
ly possible in the long term. This
includes all desired products and
services that come from the for-
est, from timber to tourism, and
from the jobs that sustain us to
the outdoor recreation experienc-
es that make life worth living.
Here at WVU, every second year
natural resource major learps this
basic principle of management.

Current state policy, howev-
er, does not adequately consider
either the full range of these de-
sires, or the limits of the forest
systems in satisfying them.

For instance, forest recre-
ation and biodiversity protection,
don't even appear to be on the
state Division of Forestry's radar
screen as socially desired values,
even though they are of deep im-
portance to many West Virgin-
ians. We know from research that
the importance of these non-com-
modity forest values will increase
as the state population continues
to become more affluent, educat-
ed and urbanized.

The Division of Forestry's
baffling policy of ignoring these
values will only result in greater
public distrust of the agency and
the widespread perception that
the agency is aligned with the
timber industry.

I have to agree with DEP
director Eli McCoy. If we remove
sawlogs from our forests at an
unsustainable rate, and if we over-
build the side of the industry that
uses the low-value resource (i.e.,

the oriented strand board milis

(OSB) and pulp mills), the out- -

come is clear,

The amount of sawtimber cut
and used for high-value products
will eventually decrease. With the
decreasing harvest of sawlogs,

turn be forced to meet their needs
with smaller trees (not waste
material) cut from ever younger
and younger stands. This is the
scenario that has played out in
eastern Kentucky, where much of
the forest never matures past 20
to 40 years. This is the scenario
that we all need to work together
to avoid in West Virginia.

One way to do this is through
economic development policies
that place primary emphasis on
the industries that depend on large
trees and older forests. Interest-
ingly, these businesses include
not only sawmills and wood man-
ufacturing, but also tourism (tour-
ists like big trees).

The environmental commu-
nity, with its interest in the eco-
logical value of older forests,
will also benefit. So will land-
owners who have come to love
the beauty of their 90 year-old
woodlots, but still want to make
some money from them.

. Iknow it sounds strange, but
it seems a great alliance could
exist between these groups, for
there is much common ground
between them. In turn, the capac-
ity of the OSB and pulp mill
sectors would be determined pri-
marily by the amount of residual
material produced by the harvest
of sawlogs. Fewer small trees (the
future of the sawmill and wood

manufacturing sectors) would be
harvested prematurely for pulp
and OSB biomass.

The state Division of Forest-
ry also should stop looking at the
outdoor recreation and tourism
industry, environmentalists, and
other non-timber interests, as
enemies. [t seems to me that these
groups represent a huge constitu-
ency for which the agency could
provide invaluable assistance.

In return, if these groups feel
the agency is truly responsive to
their issues and values, I guaran-
tee they will be there supporting
the agency at the Legislature. It's
happening in other states and can
happen here. I for one will be

nm&:‘, ?D G
there fighting for them.

I regret that the quote came
across as so antagonistic. Those
in the industry who work with me
know that this is simply not my
style. Rather, I think it's impor-
tant that we work together to find
solutions to the difficult ques-
tions that face us, What type of
forest industry is best for the state?
How much timber can we cut
each year without reducing the
future amount that can be cut or
without hurting other values like
tourism, biodiversity and scenic
beauty? And how can we keep
logs, along with the secondary pro-
cessing jobs that go with them,
from being trucked out-of-state?¢

RARE 11

Gauley Mountain once a
wilderness candidate

The RARE II study (Road-
less Area Review and Evaluation
2) was undertaken in the late 70's
(finished in 1978) to study those
areas on National Forest Land
that were larger than 5,000 acres
and had yet to have roads con-
structed in them. The review an-
alyzed the wilderness qualities of
these areas and the economic,
wildlife and social impacts of
designating these areas as wil-
derness. After certain of the road-
less areas received wilderness
designation the remaining areas
werereleased forotheruses. Much
of the land in the East Gauley
Mountain Project Area was part
of this review (and is still road-
less, at least for a little while
longer). If only they had preserved
all these areas...

Each erea is first listed with
its map number, name, wilder-
ness rating, and # of wildlife as-
sociated species
9010 - Cranberry - 21, 6
9040 Cheat Mountain 23, 4
9041 Seneca Creek 20, 4
9042 North Mountain 19, 1
9043 Canaan Loop 16, 3
9044 Laurel Fork North 20, 4
9045 Laurel Fork South 20, 4
9047 Gauley Mountain 18, 3
9048 Tea Creek Mountain 18, 3
9049 Falls of Hills Creek 13, 0
9050 Middle Mountain 20, 1
9051 Little Alleghenty Mountain 19, 0
9052 Little Mountain 20, 2
9326 East Fork of Greenbrier 19, 4
9327 Dolly Sods Roaring Plains 12, 4
9328 Turkey Mountain 19, 4
9329 Spice Run 20, 0
9330 Marlin Mountain 18, 0
9331 Cranberry Addition 15, 3
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MINE POOLS

Coal News
by Richard diPretoro

As the coal industry in north-
em West Virginia winds down, a
massive and insidious problem lit-

to northen West Virginia merit
‘extra attention. :
1) Pittsburgh Pools

Large mines such as Ark-
wright and Osage of Consol and
Eastern's Federal No. | in the Pitts-
burgh Coal have shut down and
ceased pumping. (Check the map
for the approximate mining areas.)
Those mines, along with older,
adjacent mines, are filling. Cover-
ing huge areas, these mine pools
contain gigantic volumes of water
of chemical quality largely un-
known to public officials or the
public. The first known discharge
connected with the cessation of
pumping of 8 modern mine has
begun to ocour at Buffalo Creek on
the Monongahela River between
Fairmont and Rivesville. A "shore-
line" of deepening mine drainage
in Arkwright and Osage is creep-
ingmstwﬂﬁ:mthcdepthsd‘!hc
syncline in the west toward the

_crop along thc Monongahela River T

R

Togmnamduofscale. imag-
ine all the surface water lakes and
ponds in West Virginia including
Summersville, Stonewall Jackson,
Tygart, Bluestone, R.D. Bailey,
Sutton, all of them. According to
DNR figures, the 108 lakes and
ponds (that they stock) cover about
35 square miles. That's the size of
just one of several large mines in-
volved in these pools.

The Pittsburgh Coal covers
‘8,000 square miles in four states.
It was once called the most valu-
able mineral deposit in the world
because of its extent,
quality, and uniformi-
ty. Now it probably
hostathelargesthydm—

Pittsburg Coal
in WV and PA

Approximate extent
of mining in the

world. Hundreds of square miles
have been mined, and the mined
area continues growing. (The two
largest underground coal mines in
the United States are the Bailey
and Enlow Fork mines of Consol
in Greene and Washington Coun-
ties in Pennsylvania.)

‘What does the future hold for
these mine pools? They will con-
tinue to grow until they discharge
or are controlled in some other way
such as pumping and treating. But
the public has no detailed knowl-
edge of the extent of the problem
because the state and federal agen-
cies charged with keeping track of
coal mines have never studied the
likely effects when all these mines
shut down. They should have re-
quired realistic projections from
operators at least since the early
'80's, and they should have used
the information to help them for-
mulate legally required Cumula-
tive Hydrologic Impact Assess-
ments (CHIAs). The Pittsburgh
mine pools provide an outstanding
example of the need for CHIAs. If
there were ever a CHIA done any-
where, it should have been for the
Pittsburgh Coal. And it's not com-
pletely too late, because additional
permitting will be required for the
remaining mines, Federal No. 2,

The agencies (USEPA, OSM,
WVDEP, WVGES, PADEP,
USGS) have now started a belated
process of study, and West Virgin-
ia is negotiating in secret with
Consol and Beth Energy over the
methods and responsibility for
treating some of those mine pools,

We'll keep you posted as best
we can determine results. The
public should not be stuck with
polluted streams or with the costs
of treating the discharge from pri-
vate mineral properties.

2) Arthurdale Mine Pool

Anker Energy is sitting on top
of amine acid powder keg with
some similarities to the Pitts-
burgh Mine pools reported

upon above. This pool is in
the Upper Freeport coal and is
smaller but probably much
more acidic. It lies in north-
west Preston County under and
near the towns of Reedsville

and Arthurdale, tributary to Deck-
ers Creek. The state is beginning
to question Anker as to how it
intends to deal with the inevitable
discharges from that pool. Anker
may be counting on its supply of
alkaline ash to save the acid day.
But the ability to shut off acid from
yet to be demonstrated and the
costs could be significant even if it
does work (see item on Omega
below). The state should take those
liabilities into consideration as
Anker tries to take on more major
environmental disaster areas such
as Consol's Tenmile Complex in
Upshur County.
3) Upper Potomac Pool

Mettiki (in Maryland) and
Consol share the dubious distinc-
tion of operating mines in another
world-class reservoir of acid mine
drainage. This one, in the Upper
Freeport Coal, straddles the Poto-
mac River in Garrett County, Mary-
land, and Grant County, West Vir-
ginia. While some strides have
been made in managing the Na-
tion's River such that fish have
retumned in places, acid drainage
from large areas of underground
mining hangs, almost literally, like
the Sword of Damocles over the

nva’sﬁm Thestrucmrcol'ﬂ)e _

on ﬂ:e mnnmdw mauy hlm-
dreds of feet above the elevation of
the river, yet runs underneath from
the Maryland to the West Virginia
side. The steep structure guaran-
tees that control of the acid water
will be difficult and expensive for
generations to come,

Mettiki has gained public re-
lations praise for raising trout in its
treated mine drainage, which
amounts to several million gallons
per day. Untouched by the media is
the question of responsibility and
cost of controlling the potential
huge artesian springs of acid mine
drainage that Mettiki and others*
have created and continue to cre-
ate.

River of Promise Not Kept

Many readers may know of the
Greens Run Project of Anker Ener-
gy. It features a large anoxic lime-
stone drain which was supposed to
treat the acid discharge from one of
the many old underground mines
on Anker's mineral properties near
Kingwood, Preston County. Greens
Run drains to the Cheat River near
Albright, just below the put-in for
boaters and rafting companies at
the head of the Cheat River Can-
yon.

The Greens Run Project was
announced with great fanfare and
won for Anker President, John

Faltis, the Trailblazer Award from
OSM. It also won the endorsement
of a new environmental group in
Preston County called Friends of
the Cheat. Anker spent about
$200,000 on the drain which
clogged in short order and appears
to be a near-total failure. We won-
der what Anker will do for an
encore in the Cheat drainage.
Omega

This 200-acre underground
mine in the Upper Freeport Coal is
notorious for its intense acid drain-
age wlnch I:as from ume to time

gahn C‘mﬂy WV. After forfei-

ture turned it over to the state in
January, 1995, plans developed to
fill part of the mine with alkaline
ash, concrete, flyash, or some com-
bination. Mon Power, Consol,
Anker Energy and the state are
involved with GAI Consultants
doing the engineering. The project
is moving very slowly and will cost
about $1.4 million to fill 45 acres.
It also requires extensive access 10
the surface for drilling holes, some
on 50-foot centers.
Mays Run Mine

The State permitted this mine,
also on Booths Creek, to James
Laurita, Jr.'s Mepco Coal, on the
condition that Mepco fill it with
alkaline ash upon retreat. Mays
Run is an underground mine in the
problematic Upper Freeport Coal.
The mine is partially developed,
shut down, and has no ash placed
as of yet.
Wolfpen Knob

Consol has proposed a large
underground longwall mine for
southern Braxton and northern
Clay counties in the Lower Kittan-
ning coal. This mine, called Wolf-
pen Knob, has attracted the atten-
tion of the US Fish and Wildlife
Service. It will require a US Army
Corps of Engineers permit to fill a
hollow close to the Elk River with

ment of Mining Engineering at
WV, is Syd S. Peng, who ofien
consults as an engineer for coal
companies in cases against resi-
dents of the state which pays his
salary. He is now under investiga-
tion by the state Board of Registra-
tion for Professional Engineers for
practicing engineering without a
license.

WV Code 30-13-3 states:

"From and after the effective date
of this article [June 6, 1975], no
person in this state who does not
hold & current certificate of regis-
tration shall:

(1) Practice, continue to practice,

GrookinMonon=s O£t OF aticmpt 1o practice profes-

sional engineering or any branch
or part thereof,...

(4) Receive any fee or compensa-
tion or the promise of any fee or
compensation for performing, of-
fering or attempting to perform
any service, work, act or thing
which is any part of the practice of
professional engineering as defined
by this article.”

Syd Peng does not hold and
has never held a certificate of reg-
istration. Apparently few, if any,
professors in WVU's Department
of Mining Engineering hold engi-
neering certificates. Even teach-
ing engineering without registra-
tion may be a violation. - The
investigation was brought about by
a complaint from a citizen.

EPA and CDC To Study Sulfate
in Water - Science News
reported on September 7, 1996,
that the reauthorized Safe Drink-
ing Water Act instructs EPA and
the Center for Disease Control to
study risks posed by sulfate in wa-
ter, with an eye toward imposing
regulations by 2001. High concen-
trations of sulfate occur in acid
coal mine drainage even after neu-
tralization. Large rivers such as
the, Monongahela and Ohio serve
as major drinking water sources
for many cities and towns and have
elevated. levels of sulfate due to
coal mine discharges. ¢
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LEFT FORK OF THE BUCKHANNON: DEAD AGAIN

Introduction by Cindy Rank
from Trout Unlimited, Mountaineer
Chapter's newsletter

The Buckhannon River hus often been
the focus of articles in the VOICE. The
acid mine drainage (AMD) problems of
the area are legendary for WWHC mem-
bers this past decade.

But the sleeping giants at Tenmile
(Island Creek, Enoxy, CONSOL and now
ANKER), Alton (DLM) and Sago (Bad-
ger, Pittston, and now possibly ANKER)
have been quiet while coal and treatment
coasis are prohibitive and the coal market
has shifted its attention to the lower sulfur
coals more abundant in Southern WV.

Nonetheless, some of the less notori-
ous actors remain active and occasionally
cause problems upstream of their beiter
known neighbors downstream. e.g. A few
years ago Carter Roag had a spill of alum
from its treatment facilities that killed the
Left Fork of the Buckhannon above Al-
ton. -- The last week in August it hap-
pened again.

Our friends in Trout Unlimited are on
their toes as usual, and the ever vigilant
Mountaineer Chapter published the fol-
lowing article in their September 6th news-
letter.

the second from the same coal mining
operation -- has again destroyed one of the
Mountaineer Chapter/DNR cooperative
fingerling stocking efforts.

Information regarding the fish kill is
still sketchy at this time, however, this is
what we do know:

An angler reported dead fish in the
stream upstream of Palace Valley on Tues-
.day afternoon, August 27th. Mike Shin-
gleton, DNR fisheries biologist in charge
of fisheries at the French Creek District
DNR office, said that it is likely the fish
kill began on Monday evening, August

2&th, and found dead and dying trout in
the stream from Star Bridge down to Pal-
ace Valley, a distance of about 4 miles.
(This is the most productive stretch of this
stream, and the section with the best hab-
itat and water quality. It is the section
most often utilized by fly fishermen.)
OK Below Palace Valley

MCTU member Weldon Tenney, who
has fished the Left Fork frequently in the
past, spent parts of two days during the
Labor Day weekend attempting to verify
the extent of the fish kill. The first day he
began at Alexander (where the Left Fork
joins the main Buckhannon) and fished up
to just above Bear Camp Run, a productive
native brook trout tributary about half way
to Palace Valley. He reports he caught
several fish, mainly native brookies, along
with some brown trout from our fingerling
stockings.

Palace Valley.

He found native brookies and a few
brown trout all the way up to Palace Val-
ley. He found hardly any fish above Palace
Valley, although he did catch a few brook-
ies in the lower section. His theory is that
the fish kill was almost total down to
Palace Valley, and that a few brookies
were already making their way back into

the Left Fort from the tributary spawning

Divi sion of Environmmui Protection
(DEP) has been willing to pinpoint a cause
of the fish kill yet, it appears to have begun
al the coal tipple operated by the Carter-
Roag mine next to the stream at Star
Bridge.

According to the Sept. 4th edition of
the Buckhannon newspaper, the RECORD
DELTA, DEP official have said that the
kill was caused by aluminum sulfate, com-
monly known as alum, "that made its way
into the river from a source the DEP would
not yet identify.” Gary Meade, the DEP
inspector on the scene told the newspaper
that "potential pollution sources include a

B!ackhole Run of the Upper Elk - in the East Gauley timberproject area

railroad, at least one coal mine, area tim-
ber activities and oil and gas interests."

However, alum is a commonly used
chemical flocculant for settling contami-
nants contained in standing water. The
only standing water in the area of Star
Bridge that might need treatment is found
in the settling ponds associated with the
Carter-Roag mine.

[An erticle in the Sept. 18th edition of
the Buckhannon paper has since reported
that DEP issued a citation to Oil Tank of
Houston, Inc. doing business as Carter
Roag for failure to maintain the hydrolog-
ic balance. "Meade said his investigation
indicated that during Carter Roag's rou-
tine treatment of the stream, the water
level dropped drastically forcing too high
a concentration of aluminum sulfate -
known as alum -- into the stream."]

According to the RECORD DELTA,
the DEP did notify the Buckhannon Water
Department that "as much as 450 gallons
of the chemical (flocculant) and an ac-
companying polymer” Wc‘l‘cdlschargcd into
the stream.

It is known that coal fines were being
discharged into the stream from & settling
pond at the tipple. MCTU member Lou
Schmidt had discovered the discharge

while fishing downstream of the tipple
earlier this summer. Lou took a sample of
the outflow from the seitling pond and
turned it over to the DEP and filed a
complaint at that time.

Mike Shingleton did say that the DNR
recovered dead brown trout from the stream
up to almost 15" in length, along with
numerous native brook trout, and a few
small rainbows 7" or less in length. The
origin of these rainbows is somewhat of a
mystery, since none have been stocked in
the stream since the last fish kill. Mike is
considering the possibility that previously
stocked rainbows may have established a
reproducing population in one or more of
the tributaries.

the last fish kill on the Left Fork was
caused by an over-use of a chemical floc-
culant in a settling pond at the Carter-
Roag mine site and killed almost 8 miles
of trout stream, all the way down to Alex-
ander. At that time, the company was
fined less than $2,000 for fish "replace-
ment" and somewhere near $3,500 for the
violation. Carter Roag said at the time
they would appeal the fine for the viola-
tion. DEP officials have not indicated
whether or not the fine for the violation
was ultimately reduced. L4

packing.

Monongxhela National Forestthng Guide

andbettu'thmevu wnh368pam96pamofmaps,49phﬁogm|ms, 177
trails totalling 812 miles, and a full color cover. West Virginia Highlands

Conservancy is the publisher. Authors are Allen de Hart and Bruce Sundquist
(same as edition 5). Allen has hiked all the trails of the Monongahela N.F. ||

6th edition, is bigger

over the past few years. Bruce was the editor for the first four editions. The
hiking community and the U.S. Forest Service provided trail reports and
photographs. The Guide also provides information for ski-touring and back-

The growing throngs of visitors and the public at large regard the
Monongahela National Forest as a “Special Place’. And indeed it is. The

hiking, backpacking, and ski-touring opportunities it provides are among the
best in the eastern U.S. The more outstanding areas are becoming known far
and wide - Otter Creek Wilderness, Dolly Sods Wilderness, Flatrock Plains,
Roaring Plains, Blackwater Canyon, Spruce Knob, North Fork Mountain,
Shaver’s Mountain, Laurel Fork Wildemess, Cranberry Back Country,
Cranberry Wilderness, among others.

Profits from the sale of these guides support a wide variety of worthy
environmental projects in the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy.
To order your copy of Edition 6 of Monongahela National Forest Hiking
Guide, send $12.95 (this includes $3.00 first class shipping) to:

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

PO Box 306

Charleston, WV 25321

I have included a ___check or ___ money order for the amount of

$ to WVHC for
Hiking Guide.

Name:

copies of the Monongahela National Forest

Address:

City, S_tatc, Zip:
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MON FOREST NEW S

by bill ragette’
Background

Recently Pat Sheridan, the
District Ranger for the Greenbri-
er District of the Monongahela
National Forest proposed cut 2+
million board feet of timber from
the Frank Mountain Project Area.
This area contains 6055 acres of
National Forest System lands.
The set of projects also includes
road building, sedimentation con-
trol, creation of wildlife open-
ings and designation of 'mature
habitat'.

The project area straddlesUS
250 (and Little River) just south
of Thornwood. The northern half
of Frank mountain is in the west-
e half and Spruce Ridge and
Little Spruce Ridge (separated by
Old House Run) are in the east-
ern half Buffalo Lake, a devel-
oped recreation area lies on the
northern boundary.

According to the Environ-
mental Assessment (EA) pre-

INDIAN RUN

Indian Run is an Opportuni-
ty Area in the Mon Forest north-
west of Parsons in the Cheat Rang-
er Distaet. We haven't heard
much out of that district in a
while. But recently the ranger
announced he had decided to cut
a bunch of timber in this area.

Once again the hard-core
treehuggers (a.k.a. Jim Bensman
as appeals writer and me as state
coordinator) at Heartwood ap-
pealed the decision. And lo and
behold once again the Appeals
Reviewing Officer (ARO) decid-
ed that, although for the most
part the Ranger did a great job on
the proposed projects, wedid have
a few good points to make. Un-
fortunately I sent my copy of the

pared for Frank Mountain OA -
"Ecologically, this project area is
part of the 100,877 acre Burner
Mountain-Laurel Laurel Fork
Virginia System, one of 26 eco-
logical subsections on the Monon-
gahela National Forest. This sys-
tem is part of the 226,663 acre
Northern Hardwood Zone. Land
in this zone is most suited to the
northern hardwood forest type
(beech, birch, cherry, and ma-
ple). [Editor’s note - but the For-
est Service is trying to grow Oaks
anyway] Though other tree spe-
cies and forest types are currently
present in this area, if left undis-
turbed, forests in this area would
naturally revert to northern hard-
woods (with spruce at the higher
elevations)."”

"The geology of the Burner
Mountain-Laurel Fork Virginia
System is of the Devonian Sys-
tem and consists of the Chemung
Group and the Hampshire For-

mation. Associated soils consist g

appeal decision on to Jim for fur-

ther analysis and have to rely on —

my failing mcmmy for what those

A ——

of 'no adverse unpacts' on the

Indiana Bat, an endangered spe-
cies, was a little too vague. The

second point concerned the fact =

that Indian Run itself (or some

tributary) had, according to the -

EA., already too much sediment
in it. The ARO couldn't under-

stand how timbering in that wa- _
tershed wouldn't cause even more

sedimentation.

of the Berks-Weikert and Mandy
soils. This area's topography con-
sists of broad ridgetops and side-
slopes. Elevation in this area
ranges from 2900 to 4000 feet."
The Beauty Strip

For those of you not familiar
with the term, ‘beauty strip' re-
fers to the beautiful forest left
along roads. Its not good public
relations for the Forest Service to
cut trees where folks driving
around might see them.

The Management Plan for
the Monongahela requires that
certain areas (Frank Mountain
being one of them) contain at
least 5% of its total acreage as
‘mature habitat', or at least set
aside that much forest to some-
day become 'mature habitat'.

Take a quick look at the ac-
companying project map and
you'll notice that a goodly por-
tion of the designated mature
habitat is along US 250. It ap-

e S
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g~

The ARD remanded Bede 7

cision back to the district ranger
to repair. In this case the district

is still working on its revision. ¢ j

Make checks payable to: West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
Mail to: P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321

pears that almost half of 250 will
be graced with a beauty strip.

Some enviros recently have
suggested that all timbering be
along roads to reduce habitat frag-
mentation and also to let folks
see what the FS is up to.

According to the Forest Plan
(p- 55) "Management activities
would not be undertaken in these
stands (mature habitat) until or
unless they began to deteriorate
and lose their desired mature hab-
itat qualities." What do you think
that means???
The Appeal

Yours truly, as state coordi-
nator for Heartwood (of which
the Conservancy is a member),
administratively appealed the
decision. Surprisingly, the Ap-
peals Review Officer in Milwau-
kee actually agreed with one of
our points - that there was no
slndy of cumulative impacts on

spemu of concern". (Although
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the ARO disagreed with the other
20 points we tried to make about
the inadequacy of the EA). The
Appeals Deciding Officer then
remanded the decision back to
the ranger.

Sure enough, almost before
you could say 'clearcut', Pat Sheri-
dan had & new decision notice out
with a short analysis of cumula-
tive impacts on species of con-
cern. The decision notice calls
the changes minor, but it deletes
0.4 mile of road construction and
one harvest unit from the project
list. A minor victory perhaps, but
we take what we can.

The story is far from over
though. We have again appealed
the decision. We feel that the new
analysis for cumulative impacts
should have been put out for re-
view before the decision was
made. Stay tuned for more on
Frank Mountain. %

Virginia. The Conservancy has been influential in protecting and
preserving WV’s natural heritage. Your support will help WVHC to
continue its efforts.
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