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EIS in Wonderland

by Hugh Rogers

Three environmental impact
statements came before the Conser-
vancy’s summer board meeting: Wild
and Scenic Rivers, Hughes River
dam, and Corridor H. They are wild-
ly (and cynically) different. The For-
est Service’s Wild and Scenic EIS is
a serious attempt to explore several
alternatives. The Soil Conservation
Service’s Hughes River EIS is a
throwback to the 70’s, when dam-
builders and roadcutters paused in
their “real” work to throw a few
pages together. (Corridor H's west-
ern segment got this treatment in
1975.) The Department of Transpor-
tation’s Corridor H EIS, now circu-
lating in draft form, wraps the old
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was “tiored” into a commidor sclec-
tion phase, with a Supplemental
Draft EIS, and an alignment selec-
tion phase, with an equally thick
the department has proposed a Final
EIS. You and I have no say on this
piece of work, except in court, WV-
DOT was supposed to respond to our
comments in the FEIS. Various agen-
cies get one last crack, refereed by

Goshawks

by Bill Ragette'

My first visit to Little Fork was
on the hottest weekend of the sum-
mer. Folks were dropping like flies
in Chicago, but by the banks of Little
Fork and Lick Branch it was quite
pleasant. The casiest way into this
part of the Cranberry Backcountry is
from the Williams River at the camp-
ing area/trailhead at Middle Fork (of
the Williams) that leads into the
Wilderness proper. Little Fork runs
into Middle Fork not very far from
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the Federal Highway Administration.
Very soon, FHWA must decide
whether to sigh off on the 80% fed-
eral funding. One clue to the project’s
extravagance is the cost of the EIS
process: so far, WVDOT’s consult-
ant, Michael Baker, Jr., Inc., has
been given contracts for $14 million.

Where are we now? This is a
“tiered” answer. After the abstract,
legalistic description, I have an an-
swer from inside the process, where
affected citizens actually read these
thousands of pages and try to under-
stand why the project took this form
and what it would do to our lives.
Bonni McKeown, president of the
Corridor H Alternatives, says, “It's
Alice in Wonderland!™

In Wonderland, traffic is what-

lic 10 W
Virginia that only four lanes will do;
but there is (and still will be) so
little traffic in Virginis that two lanes

‘will be sufficient. Remember, Vir-

ginia’s Transportation Board reject-
ed Corridor H, and thus eliminated
the four-lane connector to I-81 & I-
66. Since that connection was the
basis for the project, the Conservan-
cy argued that it must be disap-

proved—or, if West Virginia insist-
ed on an in-state Corridor (not the
Corridor defined by legislation), it

would have to rewrite the EIS. Non- %

sense, says the WVDOT, the Corri-
dor is whatever we say it is.
In Wonderland, economic de-

velopment both is and is not the §

purpose of the project. Opponents
struck hard at this rationale. New
highway construction does not stim-
ulate business in rural areas, Now
WVDOT has conceded that its cho-
sen studies found “confounding con-
clusions relative to positive and neg-
ative impacts on business.” But it
wants to build the confounded thing
anyway.

In Wonderland, the last refusc
d‘ m is aol pdmhn. 1! is

de opment is confounded, when
traflic is thin, when linkage is lost,
when the need for improvement of
our whole rosd nctwork is scen as
Jeopardized by the splurge on this
project, and the public turns against
it—then the emotional issuc of sefe-
ty is raised as the last rationale. Of
course, spiffy guardrails on Corridor
H’'s arbitrary route won't save driv-
ers going most places (see page 6)

artist: Glerm Scherff

and Greed - Hard T1mes f or Little Fork

Middle Fork’s entrance into the
Williams. The Little Fork trail fol-
lows this lovely stream up to the
ridge and connects tothe North-South
Trail that traverses the Wilderness
and the Backcountry,

I arrived late in the afternoon
after the Conservancy’s summer
board meeting. I knew from looking
at the Forest Service’s maps of the
‘proposed actions’ that most of the
1,000 acres of cutting was to occur in
the Lick Branch hollow which drains
into the Williams River about a mile
to the west of Little Fork. There is
no trail into Lick Branch, but using
the handy topo maps included in the
Hiking Guide I was able to bush-
whack along the flood plain, past
some interesting wetlands, to Lick
Branch. Here I threw off my pack
and enjoyed its refreshingly pure
waters. I was amazed at all the Old
Growth remnants I saw, Hemlock
and Yellow Birch sometimes 4 feet
in diameter. Evidently they were not
worth fooling with during the log-
ging boom in the carly parts of this
century.

I was also astonished by the
dense network of deer trails and the
many deer I saw along Lick Branch.
The combination of & dense canopy
plus all the deer had devastated the
Flora in the understory. I'm con-
cerned that the harvesting' will only
exacerbate the deer problem.

Following the creck and some-
times the old logging roads I found a
great camp site in an old growth
remnant about a mile up the hollow.
1 pitched the tent under a giant Hem-
lock tree in case it rained, but went
to sleep outside of it. Thunder and
lightning rolled almost continuously
throughout most of the night, but it
never rained. A buck snorted repeat-
edly nearby, perhaps I was in his
favorite bed. The sounds of Lick
Branch, the thunder and night in-
sects lulled me to sleep.

A tour of the Little Fork Op-
portunity Area (OA) was scheduled
by Beth Little for the following day.
A dozen tree huggers and three For-
est Service personnel turned out for
the tour. Meeting at the parking area
at Middle Fork, we discussed the

Little Fork OA and the Management
Prescription for the area. I gave my
little speech; ranting about the use
of the words ‘Opportunity’ and “Pre-
scription”. It almost goes unsaid that
if this is an 'Opportunity Area' then
all wise folks will scize the opportu-
nity to manage it. I am also a little
alarmed by the use of the word *pre-
scription’. Prescriptions are for med-
icines for sick people. If the forests
are sick its because they were clearcut
and burned earlier this century, and
will not be cured by further cutting
and abuse by humans. Gwen B.
wanted to know how the wildlife
management clearcuts could be
called “improvements’. Jo Wargo,
wildlife biologist on the Gauley Dis-
trict, admitted that it was also a bad
choice of words, that the habitat was
changed by the management projects,
but was an improvement for some
selected species.

All that aside, the Forest Plan
chops up the Forest into these OAs
of 5 to 10 thousand acres and as-
signed various prescriptions to them.
These prescriptions tell the Forest-

ers what the ‘Desired Future Condi-
tion’ of the OA is and what kind of
management activities are allowed.
According to the ‘Scoping Notice’
for the Little Fork OA “The Plan
suggests that there are existing con-
ditions that we can ‘fix” by taking
management action.” I wonder why
these actions always include timber
harvest.

The Prescription for Little Fork
is called “2.0". This prescription calls
for 1) A continuous forested scene,
2) Wildlife species primarily associ-
ated with shade tolerant vegetation,
and 3) Primarily shade tolerant hard-
wood trees for fiber and sawtimber,
managed through uneven aged sil-
vacultural practices. Why the Little
Fork area, in the Cranberry Back-
country and adjacent fo the Wilder-
ness, got this prescription, which
heavily leans to timber extraction is
an interesting story. What it all
boils down to was that when the
Forest was being divvied up into
various prescriptions, there just
wasn’t enough public support for
this area. It was traded (see page 6)




———— T

The Highlands Voice, August 1995 - Page 2

-—--ﬁ'am tbe bear! a/r/Zé/p/ll/ea o

by John McFerrin
Congressional Knives

For as long as I can remember, politicians have promised to cut out waste,
fraud, and inefficiency in government. Every President at least as far back as
Jimmy Carter has announced an intention to make government more efficient.

Now West Virginia, its people, and such of its fish who manage to survive are
about the feel the effect of the drive for “efficiency.” The Congressional knives
are sharpened to cut out the enforcement of coal mining regulations by the federal
Office of Surface Mining.

In West Virginia, as in most other coal mining states, we currently have both
a state and a federal agency which is responsible for enforcing the environmental
laws at surface and underground mines. The West Virginia Division of Environ-
mental Protection has primary responsibility. It is supposed to inspect coal mines
and see that they don’t pollute air and water and endanger the lives and property
of those living around the mine. The federal Office of Surface Mining has second-
ary responsibility. If the West Virginia Division of Environmental Protection
does not do its job of inspecting mines and enforcing the law, then the Office of
Surface Mining can step in and do so.

“Ah-ha!” shout the Congressional budget cutters. “We have found some
duplication in government services. We have both & federal and a state agency
doing the same thing., Let’s just cut out the ability of the federal Office of Surface
Mining to enforce mining laws.” This makes it possible to announce that they
have saved the taxpayers money while not really diminishing services.

Such an approach ignores history.

If the history of the regulation of mining illustrates one thing it is that we
cannot trust the coal mdusu-y to behavc itself wlthout wgorous regujauon and that

regulation.

At the time Congress passed the federal Surface Mining Control and Recla-
mation Act in 1977, most states, including West Virginia, which had coal had
some sort of system for regulating mining. The result was & mishmash of incon-
sistent state laws and haphazard enforcement. Citing competition from mines in
other states, the coal industry could continually press for lax regulation in its own
state. The only way to prevent states from competing to see who could be the
most lax in its enforcement was to establish a minimum level of regulation below
which states could not fall. The only way to ensure that states would actually
enforce those regulations was to allow the federal Office of Surface Mining to step
in and enforce the law when states did not.

Although there are coal industry apologists who would argue otherwise, the
overwhelming evidence is that the regulation of mining improved after the
passage of the federal Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act in 1977.

Even the state officials seem to agree. Whenever citizens complain about the
expected effects of a proposed mine and cite as evidence their experience with a
previous mine, state mine inspectors assure them that the previous mine operated
under the “old law” and that a mine operating under the current law would not be
a problem. The inspectors must believe that the current law provides citizens with
more protection. The current law is there because the federal government chose
not to leave West Virginia to regulate mining with no federal supervision.

For a more recent example of what West Virginia would do if left to its own
devices we have only to look to the late 1980’s. Governor Moore came into office
waving his bill to create a Department of Energy to both promote and regulate
coal mining. He appointed strip miner Kenneth Faerber to head the new agency.
With Mr, Moore’s approval, Mr. Faerber and his successor Dwight Dials proceed-
ed to make a shambles of the program. Anyone could get a permit to mine any
coal in any location. Enforcement was casual, to say the least. 3

' /It reached the point that the federal Office of Surface Mining threatened to
take over enforcement of the mining laws. Facing this threat, the state had no
choice but to improve its enforcement. The Office of Surface Mining had saved
West Virginia’s enforcement program from sliding into complete chaos.

For the most recent example of the need for a federal presence in the (see page 8)
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The WVHC is considered by
many as the matriarch of West Vir-
ginia’s environmental movement. In
the past twenty-five years the Con-
servancy has waged many battles in
order to preserve and protect West
Virginia's environment, people and
culture from destructive governmen-
tal policies and callous private cor-
porations. Through these battles the
WVHC has learned that the best
insurance against future environmen-
tal and human catastrophe rests with
issue oriented activism and also with
the recruitment and education of the
future cadre of activists.

The WVHC has been very dili-
gent in fulfilling the first element of
this equation. However, in recent
years the average age of our organi-
zdtion has been creeping upward.
This phenomenon is both positive
and negative. On the beneficial side,
this statistic reflects a collective
wisdom that the WVHC has acquired
throughout a quarter of a century of
activism. Just the same, it reflects
the failure of the WVHC to recruit
and encourage young activist to tap
this collective wisdom in order to
continue the struggle for environ-
mental justice. The West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy has created
an internship program as an attempt
to remedy this shoricoming. The
following is an outline of the pro-

gram. All persons interested in ap-

contact:

Jason Huber

416 Dille St. #12

Morgantown, WV 26505

(304) 296-9819 or

Richard DiPretoro

264 High St.

Morgantown, WV 26505

(304) 296-8963 - Fax 296-8623

JOB DESCRIPTION
Position Available: Recruitment
Coordinator/Organizing Intern

Qualifications: Person who has
an sincere interest in environmental
activism. Experience is not neces-
sarily required. This program is
designed as both an education and
employment opportunity.

Morgantown area residency and
a reliable source of transportation
are required.

Wages, Hours, Expenses: The
internship will cover ten weeks in
the fall and spring semesters, aver-
aging ten work hours per week. The
pay shall be five dollars per hour for
a total payment of $1,000. The
WVHC will cover traveling, copying
and other job related expenses, not
too exceed five hundred dollars over
the first ten weeks.

Purpose: The purpose of this
internship is, as reflected in its title,
two-fold. First, the intern will act as
the WVHC recruitment coordinator.

Second, this internship is designed

nizing” education.

Recruitment Coordinator Duties:
Obviously this aspect of the in-
ternship is designed to recruit new
members, especially youth, to the
WVHC. The intern would be re-
sponsible for designing a program,
using a variety of media (slide shows,
art, video, etc.) which would high-
light the accomplishments, history
and contributions of the WVHC to
protecting West Virginia's environ-
ment, people and culture. While this
recruitment program should not fo-
cus entirely on attracting people un-
der thirty it should present the
WVHC in a manner appesaling to
young people. The intern would
take this program on the road to
schools, community centers, union
halls, etc. in order to sign up new
WVHC members. Other recruitment
duties would or could include: up-
dating mailing lists, analyzing trends
in membership, encouraging exist-
ing members to become more active,
etc. The administrative secretary
shall act as the interns supervisor for
this portion of the internship.
Educational Benefits to the Intern:
The WVHC, in exchange for the
interns recruiting efforts, agrees to
spend approximately 1/4 to 1/2 of
the 20 weeks educating the intern

regarding organizing and activism.

([ Annual Meeting And Fall Review 1995
Corridor H At Canaan Valley

Please, members and friends,
set aside the weeckend of Septem-
ber 15-17 to spend some time in
Canaan Valley and to participate
in discussions on Corridor H. A
legislative interim session begins
Sunday, the 17th, at Canaan Val-
ley State Park and we hope to
attract some early political birds
to attend our meetings.

Most of those meetings will
|| take place at White Grass Cross
Country Touring Center located
on Freeland Road off Route 32 in
Canaan Valley.

Saturday outings will include
a caving trip, & hike up Seneca
Creek and a canoc trip led by Sayre
and Jean Rodman. In addition you
can plan your own biking, tennis,
golf, miniature golf, horseback
riding, or touring real estate.
Outings will leave from White
Grass Saturday moming. Satur-
day evening, our program will fea-
ture a panel discussion on Corri-
dor H.

On Sunday, we’ll have our
annual meeting including elections
of Board members. All members
and guests welcome.

LODGING AND MEALS

1) We will reserve several near-
by condominiums that will house 4-
8 people. All have fully-equipped
kitchens. Most have two 2-person
bedrooms, and a foldout double bed
couch; some have sleeping lofts. If
we fill them, they will cost about $20
per night per person.

2) Less luxurious, but perfectly
adequate and much more affordable,
we have reserved the Mountain Re-
treat at Harman which is owned by
longtime Conservancy members,
Lester and Mary Beth Lind. Itisa
large house with 5 bedrooms. All
five have bunks and three have dou-
ble beds as well. We can house a
maximum of 16 persons there. It has
a fully equipped kitchen. You’ll
have to bring linens, but the cost is
only $7.50 per person per night.

3) Laneville Cabin of DNR is
available several miles away at the
edge of Dolly Sods; sleeps 15; $10
per night.

4) Camping can be arranged by
calling Canaan Sate Park 1-800-
CALLWVA.

5) The Village Inn Motel (across
from the Fire Hall) has rooms for

Carroll Jett just called to say that at least three gubernatorial candi-
dates have indicated that they were planning on attending !! J

$47 for 2 adults per night plus $6
additional for each person over 6
years old; tel: 866-4166.

6) There are several Bed &
Breakfast places in Davis: Bright
Morning 259- 5119; J. Bykof-
sky's 259-5883; Myer’s House
259-5451.

Meals for our weekend pro- |
vided by Laurie & Friends of T
White Grass Cafe and Catering. -
Saturday night dinner will cost
about $10.

REGISTRATION

There will be no mailing in
connection with this Review.
Please call 304/296- 8963 with
any questions (fax 296-8623), or
to register. We will publish more
information in the Sepiember
Voice, but please make your
plans now. Carroll Jett and Frank
Young are in charge of planning, |
assisted by Richard diPretoro. 1
We will be calling all board
members, all those who attend-
ed last year in Canaan, and any-
one else we think might be inter-
ested. Please call us to express
interest and we’ll see you therel

.

This aspect of the internship should
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Conscervancy Creates Intern Program

cording to the issues with which the
WVHC is involved. Ideally, each
committee, or someone from each
committee. will teach the intern
about their areas of expertise. In
addition the President, administra-
tive secretary, and Voice editor will
spend time with the intern.

For example, the Voice editor
could walk the intern through the
entire process of publishing one is-
sue. This could include everything
from those nagging phone calls to
teaching desk top publishing. The
mining committee could lead the in-
tern through the intricacies of SM-
CRA, public process, and mining
litigation. The administrative sec-
retary could train the intern in the

WVHC sues

by Ken Ward
from the Charleston Gazette

Two environmental groups and
three state residents on Wednesday
sued the US Environmental Agency,
alleging ldx enforcement of water
pollution regulations in West Vir-
ginia.

Their lawsuit, filed in US Dis-
trict Court in Charleston, grew out of
criticism of the proposed Mason
County pulp mill.

The suit has the potential to
scuftle, or at least stall, plans for the

It alleges EPA has failed to
force the state Division of Environ-
ments! Protection to create plans to
bring siale rivers and streams into
compliance with national water qual-
ity standards.

The suit states that EPA’s fail-
urc has, “exposed the residents of
West Virginia and others to increased
cancer risks and other health threats
caused by toxic chemicals such as
dioxin, polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs) and chlordane, as well as by
high levels of metals and domestic
sewage in waters.”

“State and federal agencies
have found amouts of these toxic and
conventional pollutants in fish and
water samples in West Virginia lakes
and streams that violate West Vir-
ginia’s own water quality standards
and endanger the health of West
Virginia residents,” the lawsuit
states.

The lawsuit was filed on be-
half of Rogenia Fout and Thomas E.
Keating of Huntington and Bill Rag-
ette of Culloden by lawyers James
Kringlen and Ryan Alexander of the
Appalachian Research and Defense
Fund.

It was also filed on behalf of
the Ohio valley Environmental Coa-
lition and the West Virginia High-
lands Conservancy by Perry
MecDaniel, a lawyer with the Charles-

nuts and bolts operations of a self-
sustaining environmental organiza-
tion.

If the intern lacks organizing
and activist experience certain por-
tions of this aspect of the internship
could precede her recruitment ef-
forts. This would familiarize the
intern with the WVHC and provide
the intern with skills necessary for
recruiting new members.
Internship Evaluation:

After twenty weeks the intern
shall write & brief report highlight-
ing the strengths, weaknesses, edu-
cational value, and any suggestions
which aid the internship in fulfilling
its two-fold purpose. <*

EPA

ton firm of Crandall, Pyles, and Havi-
land.

Named as defendants are EPA
Administrator Carol Browner, agen-
cy Region III Administrator W,
Michael McCabe, and the EPA it-
self.

A formal notice of intent to
sue, which is required by the federal
Clean Water Act and allows EPA
time to fix problems cited in such
notices, was filed with EPA in late
March.

The suit specifically charges
EPA has not required DEP

p-uce accurafe lists of rivers and
streams that exceed protective stan-
dards

1)

Also, the suit alleges, federal
officials have not required DEP to
put into cffect plans for pollution
loads, for those pollutants for which
water quality standards are exceed-
ed.

In a study released a week ago,
EPA Region III scientists confirmed
earlier estimates that the water qual-
ity standard for dioxin is being vio-
lated near the site of Parsons &
Whittemore Inc.’s proposed pulp and
paper mill.

EPA officials said this finding
would not prompt them to revoke the
mill’s permit to discharge more di-
oxin form its chlorine dioxide bleach-
ing process.

In a statement, Friday, they
said, “EPA interprets the Clean
Water Act and regulations to allow
discharges to, water bodies where a
particular water quality standard, in
this case dioxin, is not being met, as
long as & comprehensive plan to re-
duce and/or eliminate the pollutant
in question is in effect.”

At the same time, however,
Vicky Binetti of EPA Regions III’s
water permits section conceded that
neither EPA or DEP has such a plan
in place for dioxin. L

WVHC Public Lands Committee to meet August 27 in Elkins.
Contact co chairs for more information. Agenda items include the
mapping project, coordination with other forest groups and WVHC's
position on timbering in National Forests.
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Briefing Summary on the MNF Wild & Scenic Rivers Study

by Pam Merritt

The Forest Service released
their Wild and Scenic River Study
Report and draft Environmental Im-
pact Statement on 12 Rivers in the
Monongahela National Forest dur-
ing the last week of June.

Being considered for inclusion
in the national system are segments
of these rivers:

Cheat River tributaries

Dry Fork

Blackwater

Glady Fork

Laurel Fork .

Shavers Fork

Otter Creek

Red Creck
Potomac River tributaries

South Branch Potomac

North Fork, South Branch

Seneca Creek
Gauley River tributaries

Williams River

North Fork, Cherry River

This suitability report begins
the final phase of consideration for
rivers that may be included in the
National Wild & Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem. (The eligibility report was com-
pleted in June of 1991).

The Forest Service developed
cight alternatives targeting issues,
concerns and opportunities raised by
private citizens, and government and
private groups during the initial in-
formation gathering phase of the

ment. (Otter Creek & segments of
Laurel Fork & Red and Seneca
Creeks - 47.4 miles).

F. Designate 11 strcams that
would permit future evaluation of
flood control impoundment sites
within the Cheat River Basin. (Seg-
ments of all except Dry Fork - 193.4
miles).

G. Designate 9 streams to have
no direct effects on non-industrial
private landowners. (Segments of all
except South Branch & North Fork
S. Branch Potomac & Dry Fork -
133.1 miles).

H. Designate 5 streams that
possess the most outstanding values.
(This is the Forest Service’s pre-
ferred alternative. It includes Black-
water, segments of the Shavers &
Laurel Forks, South Branch Poto-
mac and Seneca Creek - a total of

75.4 miles that would be recommend-
ed for designation).

The 90 day public comment pe-
riod will end on October 8. The
Forest Service is soliciting public
review and encouraging people to
provide specific information about
why a river should or should not be
designated.

After the public comment peri-
od, the Forest Service will analyze
the content of the comments - which
will be used to prepare a final envi-
ronmental impact statement (FEIS).
The FEIS will be forwarded to the
Secretary of Agriculture. From that
point - designation of any river de-
pends upon Congressional action.

Note: The document’s length
includes 111 pages of text, 67 pages
of index, glossary & appendices, plus

maps, and is pretty easy to read &
understand.

Copies of the draft document are
available from, and comments are to
be sent to:

Jim Page, Forest Supervisor,
Monongahela National Forest, 200
Sycamore Street, Elkins, WV 26241.
(304) 636-1800 - phone (304) 636-
1875 - fax

® % & % %% Don’t Just Read This -
Write A Letter! * ¢ ¢ * = #

The West Virginia Rivers Coa-
lition urges everyone to provide their
comments on these rivers that form
the heart and soul of our state’s High-
lands. This is the most important
thing you can do to help profect these
MNF rivers!

If you are dissatisfied with the

preferred alternative, please do give
suggestions and reasons for another
alternative, or for an alternative of
your own creation. If you believe all
12 rivers deserve national recogni-
tion, please let the Forest Service
know! (And be surc to give the
reasons why).

This is our last opportunity to
influence any changes that may be
made in the final study document!

If you would like te know more
about this important issue, please let
mie know, or write/call the West Vir-
ginia Rivers Coalition, P.O. Box 606,
Buckhannon, WV 26201. (304)472-
0025.

Staffthere will answer you ques-
tions, send more information, or
make arrangements to come and
speak to your group. @

e

Alternatives developed in this study
include:

A. Designate all 12 streams -
269.6 total miles.

B. Designate none of the
streams.

C. Designate 5 streams with
little existing need for fisheries struc-
tures or aquatic ecosystem restora-
tion. (Dry & Laurel Forks, South
Branch & North Fork S.Branch Po-
tomac, a segment of Shavers Fork -
99.5 miles).

D. Designate 11 streams pro-
viding notable opportunities for a
mix of outdoor recreation opportuni-
ties. (All except North Fork Cherry
& some segments of Laurel & Glady
Forks -~ 232.2 miles).

E. Designate 4 streams to min-
imize restrictions on commadity pro-
duction and commercial develop-

-

SAVE THE
{ HIGHLANDS HEADWATERS!

KSupport West Virginia's Wild and Scenic Ri'oers\
' A~

The comment period for the
twelve rivers that are included in
the Monongahela National Forest
Wild and Scenic Rivers Study is
on! Take a few minutes and get
your letter of support written to-
day!!

The rivers under consider-
ation for inclusion into the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers
System include segments of the
Dry Fork, Blackwater, Glady Fork,
Laurel Fork, Shavers Fork, Otter
Creek and Red Creek (tributaries
of the Cheat River), South Branch
\Potomac, North Fork South

Branch Potomac and Seneca Creek
(tributaries of the Potomac River),
and the Williams and North Fork
Cherry (tributaries of the Gauley
River).

All you need to do is pick out
any or all of the rivers you believe is
deserving of being on the list of
nationally recognized rivers, and
write down the reasons why. Many
of us have had personal experience(s)
in, on and along these rivers. Speak-
ing from that experience/knowledge,
and from the heart, will go & long
way in helping protect these rivers!

And given that the Forest folks

Don’t Just Read This - Write A Letter!

are encouraging people to provide
specific comments and concerns rath-
er than general opinions, you will be
accomplishing that as well.

You need not be fancy. Pull out
that piece of leftover stationary, note-
book paper or the blank-back-side of
your junk mail that has been clutter-
ing up your desk or table, and put it
to good use. Write to:

Jim Page, Forest Supervisor
Monongahela National Forest
200 Sycamore Street
Elkins, WV 26241

You can write this same ad-
dress to obtain a copy of the study, if

-ter today and helping protect West

—

you do not already have one.

If you desire more informa-
tion about Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers, refer back to your January
1995 Voice for the article WV
Rivers -Why Wild and Scenic?’.
Or write/call the West Virginia
Rivers Coalition, P.O. Box 606,
Buckhannon, WV 26201, (304)
472-0025, and the staff there will
answer questions, send more in-
formation, or come and speak to
your group.

Thanks for writing your let-

Virginia’s Highlands He&dwatcry

Comments on the Little Fork 1,000 acre Timber Cut

(from page 7) roaded and logged,
this opportunity will be lost.

The Plan provides for planning
potential research and “taking the
actions needed to avoid unaccept-
able effects many decades into the
future”. Basing a decision fo select
a “no action” alternative for Little
Fork on the management goals of the
Forest Plan is as justifiable as a
decision fo maintain black cherry as
the dominant species.

From an economic standpoint,
it makes the most sense to select an

inacessible area like Little Fork to
be left undisturbed. The many miles
of road needed just fo reach Little
Fork, added to the roads within the
project area, diminish the return to
be realized from fimber sales. The
maps accompanying the June 9 letter
requesting input do not even show
the miles of contruction and recon-
struction of roads extending from
Forest Road 429 that are needed to
reach the northwest corner of Little
Fork in lieu of a bridge across the

Williams River. This road construc-

tion should be included in the project
expense.

The Forest Service does not
include the full cost of roads as ex-
penses when figuring the return on
timber sales, but capitalizes a large
portion of the cost, justifying it on
the basis that the road will be used in
the future. During the field trip on
July 16, we learned that the discov-
ery of threatened and endangered
species would change the location of
the proposed road near the top of the
ridge and southern boundary of Lit-

tle Fork, and cause logging in the
area to be cancelled. Studies on the
location of northern flying squirrels
continue in the area. With this un-
certainty about where logging can
oceur in Little Fork, and the fact that
Little Fork is at “the end of the
road”, because it is next to the Cran-
berry Wilderness, the return on the
capital investment in many miles of
road may never be realized.

While on the subject of roads,
there is an issue I would like more
information about. The (old) Cran-

berry Back Country was classified
as a RARE II area. Part of Little
Fork was within the (old) Cranberry
Back Country. The Forest Service
Handbook requires the preparation
of an EIS when a proposed project
may substantially alter the undevel-
oped character of an inventoried roa-
dless area. What is the current sta-
tus of this issue?...

The other recreation opportu-
nity that involves Little Fork is the
outstanding system of trails radiat-
ing from the North South Trail, both




by Chuck Merritt

One would truly have to be an
unusually unappreciative user and/
or participant in the outdoor natural
bounty of Wild Wonderful West Vir-
ginia, not to see the importance of
her free flowing streams and rivers.

From the family groups and
friends at a reunion or 4th of July
riverside barbecue and picnic, to the
most ardent practitioner of the fly
fishers’ art, much of the character
and quality of the outdoor experi-
ence and of this state’s culture and
history flows from, and is defined
by, the rivers and riparian corridors
that were here long before the present
culture came to dominate the scene.

And I submit that nowhere else
in this state and possibly in the en-
tire Mid-Atlantic region of the U.S.
do the rivers sustain and answer bet-
ter the question, why wild and sce-
nic rivers, as do the twelve study
rivers of the Monongahela National
Forest.

First, another question. When
is & river no longer a river? A river
can be polluted and over-crowded. It
can have railroads and highways next
to it. Houses, farms and even towns
and cities can and often do sprout,
grow and thrive along rivers! But if
a river or stream is damned and im-
pounded, the “riverness” - the ener-
gy of & vibrant ﬂowmg ecosystem - is
caged and buried in a still-as-death
watery grave.

Enough rivers have mct tlm f"nto
across this country!l The twelve
streams in the Monongahela Nation-
al Forest have threats to them in the
form of proposed dams, so to prevent
their possible death by impoundment
is one big reason to say yes to Wild
and Scenic protection.

People are another reason to
protect these rivers. Both owners of
property along the rivers and the
general public users/owners of the

Liftle Fork

rivers themselves benefit from pro-
tection, as their individual concerns
are addressed in the management
plan that will be developed and drawn
up for each river that is designated
under the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act.

Property owners will be pro-
tected from outright condemnation
under terms of the Act and under
terms of the individual management
plans. Property owners and river-
users will have the use and benefit of
these significant free flowing streams
with added protection and attention
paid to the quality of the river envi-
ronment.

Everyone will know the rules,
reducing conflicts. And as concerns
are met and pride goes up - so will
cooperation on the “big” issues of
proper flood control measures and
impacts on water quality and quanti-
ty.

People getting along with peo-
ple, all participating in and protect-
ing their environment, is another
reason to say yes to Wild and Scenic
rivers in West Virginia.

Life. All forms of it. Flora and
fauna - all connected and flowing
elong the larger evolutionary river -
is & big reason to preserve rivers in
their natural state,

Protected wild and scenic riv-
ers, cven the more developed, less

‘pultm reuumw chnnuel

idor to that animal 'r'lt
phntvmeheam“mym"ﬂumsh
and maintain their species diversity
and evolutionary viability among
distant populations of the same spe-
cies.

The dominant culture of cities
and concrete highways must preserve
for the people of that culture, the
vital biological diversity of the rest
of the life forms on this planet. Riv-
ers and riparian corridors are one of

it
I""x

in the Cranberry Wilderness and the
(old) Cranberry B- - Country. The
roads in the pronosed action for Lit-
tle Fork — crossing the North South
Trail more than once and running
parallel to it for more than a mile —
and the extensive logging proposed
in proximity to the trail would have
a very negative impact. The experi-
ences of trail users on the Kennison
Mountain, Pocahontas and Frosty
Gap Trails during the logging in those
arcas verify this. The way timber
sales affected these trails despite
the provisions in the plan for miti-
gating such impacts leads me to sug-
gest that it is not possible for the
Forest Service to adequately protect
trails during logging operations; and,
therefore, protecting the North South
Trail means prohibiting logging ac-
tivity in its vicinity...

Even if it is possible to provide
better protection for trails from the
direct impacts of logging, there is an
indirect impact that is difficult to

measure, but profound. The experi-
ence of walking through & section of
large old trees like the massive col-
umns of a cathedral reaching up to a
canopy way overhead so dense that
there is virtually no undergrowth is a
treasure. It is a recreational experi-
ence of high value that should not be
confined to wilderness areas. There
are some areas like this in Little
Fork, and the contrast with areas
that have been logged is marked.
The value of these areas as & combi-
nation of the recreational experi-
ence and the contribution to forest
health abides over the years in con-
trast to the timber value which is a
one-shot deal every 70 to 80 years, or
once a human life-time...

In summary, Little Fork should
be left undisturbed during this plan-
ning cycle for scientific, economic
and recreational reasons, and for
mitigation of disturbance to the Cran-
berry Wilderness.

the very best ways to provide the
needed paths for biological migra-
tion. “We™ need the free flowing
rivers, and the rest of the biological
inhabitants of this Earth need and
deserve their use of the rivers too.
For the living, and to say no fo ex-
tinctions, say yes to Wild and Scenic
Rivers.

Do you like fun and prosperity,
both on a reasonable and democratic
level? Not subsidized by higher tax-
es to pass on more debt to our de-
scendants? 1 would like that too!
Free flowing rivers are full of fun at
all levels. When the water is up the
whitewater boaters are out in force.
The 'gear, food and gas that they and
other river users buy through the
year helps a diverse and dispersed
egalitarian economy.

Trout and bass fishing; sunbath-
ers and picnickers; people camping,
hunting, birdwatching, and swim-
ming. All these users have a lot of
fun. And all of this and more is

MONONGAHELA
VATI ONAL FOREST

WEST VIRCINIA

W B
—
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Ask Again... Why Wild & Scenic Rivers for West Virginia?

permitted and encouraged on Wild
and Scenic Rivers.

Taxes are not raised by wild and
scenic designation, and the manage-
ment requirements are generally low
so the increased costs to government
agencies are usually slight.

Not so with impoundments or
other large scale river-based recre-
ation/economic  development
projects. Such projects eat up taxes
and destroy either directly, or through
higher fees and taxes, the more dem-
ocratic/people-based uses of a natu-
ral free flowing river environment.
Say yes to fun and Wild and Scenic
Rivers for the Mountain State,

Montani Semper Liberi is the
motto on our state’s Great Seal, de-
picting & miner and a farmer with
their proper tools, products, and dress
displayed. Much of the culture and
history of what is now West Virginia
has ‘happened along” because of the
pathways and riparian corridor ben-
efits that are derived from our state’s

streams and rivers.

Free flowing rivers have con-
tributed much to this state and it’s
people. Now the people should be-
gin to repay that debt with protection
of the twelve study streams proposed
for inclusion in the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System. These
streams are here and willing to give
more to this state and her citizens
and visitors from afar.

If “mountaincers are always
free” has any validity as a motto, it is
time for the streams and rivers fo be
acknowledged as valued partners,
and therefore deserving of our care
and protection.

So, you say, why Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers? The answer is -Yes By
God, In and For West Virginia!
Note: ChuckMerrittresides with-
in the MNF on the banks of the
Shavers Fork - a location that is
along a proposed scenic section
in the Forest’s Wild & Scenic
Rivers Study. <

LEGEND

STREANMS OR SECMENTS
RECOMMENDED FOR
DESICNATION

sarsssesrnannarane

STREAMS OR SEGMENTS
ANALYZED AND NOT
RECOMMENDED FOR
DESICNATION

WILD AND SCENIC STUDY RIVERS
ALTERNATIVE H

Fig. 4.8

Alternative H - the 'preferred’ alternative from the Wild and Scenic Rivers EIS
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Hard Times for Little Fork

{(from page 1) off for other areas that
were being left alone. Little Fork
and Rough Run to the south of it (and
also adjacent to the Wilderness) were
sacrificed so other areas could be
protected; a lot more politics than
science.

The Silvaculturist on the
Gauley District is Jane Bard. She
has been working in the District for
11 years, starting there just afier the
Forest Plan was adopted. Besides
her and Jo Wargo, we were also
accompanied on the tour by Bill
Schiffer, team leader for this OA.
During the first half of the tour we
followed the Little Fork Trail to the
ridge. We stopped at a site where
one of the 50 clearcuts in the Little
Fork drainage might occur. All the
tree lovers thought this was a lovely
spot and couldn’t see any reason to
cut all the trees down for an acre
clearing. I can’t remember the rea-
son we were given for the cut. Per-
haps it was to alter (fix) the species
composition for shade intolerant spe-
cies or to create certain wildlife hab-
itat. I think it is mainly to provide
the ‘fiber and timber® that the pre-
scription calls for.

After lunch we headed west

EIS in Wonbderland

(from page 1)in the Highlands.
They’ll continue to use old roads.
Even the new road would not be all

along the North-South Trail. We soon
entered one of the first areas pro-
posed for a partial or improvement
cuts. Both of these are essentially
the same at first, with the removal of
1/3 of the basal area. What this means
is that if you added up the squares of
the diameters of all trees (stems,
according to the silvaculturalist),
these types of cuts would take 1/3 of
the total woody area, almost all from
the larger size trees (stems). In the
improvement cut areas the Forest
Service plans to come back in 3 to 5
years and clearcut another 50 acres
in order to insure that Cherry ( a2
shade intolerant tree) would regen-
erate. Jane informed us that Cherry
is a short lived tree of 120 years
average age at death, She said she
was greedy for Cherry, and wanted
to manage the forest to maximize
Cherry in this area.

We stopped along the trail
where one of the proposed roads was
to cross the trail, in a beautiful Cher-
ry grove. Although in other areas the
forest floor was carpeted in Cherry
seedlings there were few here. Cher-
ry had succeeded here because the
forest was once clearcut, giving cher-
ry and other sun loving trees the start

to contract its boundary. The first
battle began on July 13, 1861, when
thc Umon army caughl rctreahng

intersections were shown as soon as
the Buckhannon-to Elkins segment
as opened, when two people were
killed in a collision with a heavy
truck.

The draft FEIS includes a “mit-
igation Document™ and some new
sections on issues raised by EPA,
Interior, and public interest groups.
The longest addition deals with for-
est fragmentation. Again, as it does
on the issue of economic develop-
ment, WVDOT throws up its hands:
“How the additional impacts caused
by construction, operation and main-
tenance of the highway will interact
with this mix of stressors [on the
forest]... is simply not predictable.”

The next step is up to the
FHWA. Ins that agency in Wonder-
land too? In 1993, at the inter-agen-
cy meeting on corridor selection,
FHWA'’s representative insisted that
the highway must have and econom-
ic purpose. Since that purpose has
been crippled, the agency has been
retreating. FHWA must decide
whether every substantive comment
received an appropriate response. For
instance, what will the FHWA do
with the following: Interior and oth-
ers pointed out that the Shavers Fork
would lose its eligibility for scenic
designation if the proposed bridges
were built. WVDOT’s response?
“Comment noted.”

Shavers Fork is a choke point
for Corridor H. The Corricks Ford
battlefield along the river can’t be
dismissed with a “comment noted;”
instead, WVDOT’s consultant wants

WVDOT wants to span Ka!ar sford .

with a massive bridge. By July, 1995,
skirmishes in this second battle had
broken out in the State Historic Pres-
ervation Office, the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places, the Advisory
Council and National Trust for His-
toric Preservation. For WVDOT, the
terrain is unfamiliar and the stakes
arc high. If the battlefield’s true di-
mensions are officially recognized,
the corridor might have to be moved.

Further east, the Battle of
Moorefield is a similar barrier. But
the ultimate battle (the military met-
aphor persists) is a hundred miles
cast of that, in Washington, D.C.
The lines aren’t as clear as they
looked last November, just after the
Congressional election. Although the
corps of the new Republican major-
ity doesn’t want to pay for old Dem-
ocratic pork, rebellious elements
continue to wheel and deal.

The pro-road group, West Vir-
ginians for Corridor H, knows to
concentrate on Congress. Having
more money than people (or scru-
ples), they hired a D.C. public rela-
tions firm and put out a press re-
lease. Not surprisingly, their asser-
tions about a new study of Appala-
chian development were quickly re-
pudiated by the study’s co-author.
But out-of-state members of Con-
gress won’t hear the truth on this and
other issues unless we tell them.
Won’t you join us in Wonderland?
Call a member of an appropriations
committee today.

they needed. Natural succession
would reduce the amount of Cherry
trees in the area, but it is likely that
some cherry will always remain in
this area, although not as much as
the timber industry and the Forest
Service would like. This is one of the
‘sicknesses’ in the forest that they
would like to fix with a timber cut.

None of the environmentalists
could see how timbering here, so
close to the wilderness and in the
backcountry would fix any problem.
Jane Bard, the FS silvaculuralist,
acknowledged our view but said that
it was but one of many views about
how the forest should be managed,
that other folks wanted timber cut
from the forest. It is true there are
some loggers and foresters and pol-
iticians were greedy for the $s, but
all the public opinion surveys I have
come across show that the “public’
overwhelmingly doesn’t want any
timber harvest in National Forests. I
accused her of hiding behind propa-
ganda in order to justify her job.

Fortunately Jo Wargo found
Northern Flying Squirrels and Green
Salamanders (both federally listed
species) in this region, which will
severely limit the cutting that will
occur in this particular area. Bill
Schiffer indicated that the road may
have to be abandoned or moved out
of the area.

Bill Schiffer was also the one
who dmcoured the Goshawk nest
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near the Little Fork OA. The Gos-
hawk is classified as a candidate
species for listing as a federally en-
dangered or threatened status. Larg-
est and rarest of all the aceipiters, or
true hawks, the goshawk has been
slowly extending its range south-
ward. They are very aggressive de-
fenders of their territories, and will
repeatedly dive-bomb humans until
they leave the nesting territory.
Another nest was found in the Cran-
berry Wilderness this summer also.
Three other nests have been located
in WV this year.

The Goshawk, as a forest bird,
needs hundreds to thousands of acres
of older forests with an open under-
story for nesting, fledging and forag-
ing territories. The goshawk, as an
opportunistic feeder, utilizes any
birds or small mammals that it can
catch. In the virgin forest, passenger
pigeons were likely one of its favor-
ite meals. In other areas, grouse (an
inhabitant of early successional hab-
itat) is a favored food. Some folks
want to use this as an excuse to cut
more in order to-encourage the gos-
hawks, but this could encourage red
tailed hawks and great horned owls -
two predators of goshawks. Cur-
rently there is no early successional
habitat or grouse anywhere near these
two new nesting areas. The nest in
the Backcountry was abandoned be-
fore the chicks could have flown
away, suggpsthithat some predator

ate the chicks.

Dave Bringer (Maryland
DNR), the Goshawk expert in the
east, told me he would recommend
an undisturbed area a8 mile radius (or
600 acres, according to Dave) around
the nesting site. While this should
protect this nest site, it does not
allow for the expansion of the Gos-
hawks into new sites. Other biolo-
gists have called for undisturbed ar-
eas for the whole 6000 acre foraging
ares. One wonders whether it makes
sense to protect as little as possible
in order to maximize timber cutting
or to be a little on the cautious side
and protect the whole foraging terri-
tory.

At this point on the hike, Jo
and Jane headed home via the trail
we came in on, the rest of us bush-
whacked a few miles through the
Lick Branch drainage discovering an
old camp site with lots of junk
around. Beth found a beautiful old
plate and some other items. We all
gathered some trash and helped haul
it out. We finally came across one of
old logging/coal mine roads, on
which we exited the area after 7
hours of hiking. At the parking lot
Bill Schiffer thanked us for our in-
terest. He said he looked forward to
receiving our comments on the pro-
posed action. You can send him your

,thoughts (be sure to read Beth Lit-

tle’s comments elsewhere in this is-

suc) at Gauley Ranger District, PO
‘Box 110, Richwood, WV 26261. ¢

IProposed ‘treatments’ for ailing Little Fork 'Opportunity Area’



Extracted from Beth Little's written re-
sponse to the Litile Fork Scoping Notice

I urge the Forest Service to consider
seriously the “no action” alternative for the
Little Fork Project Area, as well as alterna-
tives that involve no high disturbance activi-
ties such as roads or timbering. The issues and
concerns this would address are as follows...

The Cranberry Wilderness, though the
largest in the Monongahela Forest, is not real-
ly very big. Ican walk across it in a few hours,
which means it provides a8 minimal range for
the larger wildlife that is intolerant of distur-
bance. Whatever the appropriate size may be,
adding undisturbed area can only help; and
Little Fork and Rough Run are the only (re-
cently) undisturbed arcas left adjacent to the
Cranberry Wilderness. I am not necessarily
advocating expansion of the wildemness, be-
cause that would preclude some research and
recreation activities, as mentioned further be-
low. I think Little Fork, and Rough Run,
should have been designated 6.2 areas. They
are practically surrounded by the Cranberry
Wilderness and Cranberry Back Country 6.2
area and would thus complete a natural undis-
turbed block.

The issue of disturbance adjacent to the

that public roads run along more than half its
boundary. Even the Cranberry Back Country
6.2, which should be undisturbed, has a high
degree of regular disturbance because of the
limestone facilities. There is daily traffic year
round on Forest Roads 102 and 76, and contin-
ual human activity at the North Fork drums
with generators going to provide electricity;
not to mention the convoys of big trucks bring-
ing in the limestone during late summer. This
level of disturbance is far beyond the expecta-
tions of the wilderness advocates who acceded
to the boundary change for the North Fork
facility and provided input to mitigate the
impacts, We were led to believe that weekly
maintenance trips would be sufficient, and
feel betrayed by the outcome of this project.
One way to mitigate this inappropriate distur-
bance in the Cranberry Back Country 6.2 is to
avoid disturbance in Little Fork and Rough
Run....

During my comments I raise several is-
sues that are wider than the project area, and

I can anticipate a response of “this is outside |

the scope of this analysis”. But the Forest
Service has also raised these wider concerns in
the June 9 letter requesting input by referring
to learning from new science and using the
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Comments on the Little Fork 1,000 acre Timber Cut

ty”. Recent science indicates that the funda-
mental value of old growth is being estab-
lished; that it is not “decadent” as convention-
al forestry science has assumed, that huge
downed logs in old-growth forest and lichens
in the canopy play a host of previously unsus-
pected leading roles in providing nutrients and
completing biclogical cycles. These contribu-
tions become significant after a forest reaches
old growth status — over 200 years old. The
relatively unproductive period of a forest is
between 100 years, when the previously rapid
growth slows, and 200 years, when old growth
characteristics begin to thrive. Further, there
are indications that while the Appalachian
forests are recovering, they will not be able to
sustain this recovery if they are repeatedly
logged before acheiving the full nutrient cycle
of an old growth forest.
term forest health depends on managing it to
reach an old growth state and then harvesting
timber in ways that imitate nature — windthrow
or fire, for instance — while maintaining old
growth characteristics. We will never know
unless we manage some of the forest this way

It may be that long .

and conduct research,

At a field trip in June, 1 heard Steve
Chandler from Forest Planning talk about how
there is much that is not known about how the
forest works and how we impact it, so that we
arc making decisions at least partly in the
dark. The Gauley district provides a special
opportunity for more study and rescarch be-
cause of the large amount of contiguous pub-
licly owned forest, especially the (old) Cran-
berry Back Country, which had fewer impacts
in recent decades than other arcas of the For-
est. Little Fork and Rough Run constitute the
only remaining part of the (old) Back Country
that has not been roaded and logged. I think it
highly likely that the upcoming Seventh Amer-
ican Forest Congress, February 21 - 24, 1996,
will call for more research and provide the
credibility for funding it. This is the only path
for resolving the serious conflicts that have
arisen over forest health and how it contrib-
utes to the health of the biosphere. The value
of such research will depend on having some
relatively undisturbed areas for comparison

and control. If all areas but the wilderness are
(see page 4) Ll
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ccosystem approach so that “we can ensure

Cranberry Wilderness is magnified by the fact
. long term ecosystem health and sustainabili-

Handy Tips on How to Behave
at the Death of the World

e

< Sometimes it comes in & dream, and sometimes in one more newspaper headline. And then

 you-know, With your cells and past and future you know. It's over. We are killing it all and soon
it all will be dead. " We are here at the death of the world - killers, witnesses, and those who will
die. How then shall we live?

Probably good to tell the truth as much as possible. Truthgcnemllynppuchtadbyhmiml
patients and we all are.

Good to avoid shoddy activities. You are doing some of the lui things done by beings on
this planet. Generosity and beauty and basicness might be good ways to go. Avoid that which
is self-serving in a small way. Keep in mind standing in for ancestors including people who lived
ten thousand years ago and also fishes. Might be best to do activities that would make some
ancestors feel honored to be part of bringing you here. Silent statement to predecessors: Well,
yeah, we blew the big thing by killing ourselves. I tried to honor you as much as I could in that
context by doing the following - .....

Transform your own power-over behavior to whatever extent possible. Life systems of
world being efficiently killed by human habit of going for power over. Tasteful to try to
profoundly correct that to extent that you can, even though it’s too late. E.g., Men profoundly
understand and change around relations with women. White people profoundly change in
relations to people of color. Humans profoundly change in relationship to other beings on planet.
This constitutes thank you note and note of apology to the whole history of the planet. I mean
it has been rather great, sunsets, oceans, some art, some moments between beings, smells of
fresh mornings. As we kill it all by dominance habits too huge to stop, we can thank it for the
good times and say sorry by changing our own participation in the dominance stuff in some
profound way. Doing this kind of change will involve increased aliveness for you personally, a
fine thing to bring to a dying planet.

Be in radical alignment with particular forms of aliveness being smashed. Particular
species, human cultures, styles of living are being obliterated brutally now. In as much as we
all are going to die fairly soon, the stylish thing to do is align with one of the lifeforms and help
it be itself as long and strong as possible.

Eschew blandness. Eschew causing other’s pain. We are all the target so wear bright colors
and dmcc with those you love. Falling in love has always been a bit to much to apply to one
person. Falling in love is appropriate for now, to love all these things which are about to leave.
The rocks are watching, and the squirrels and the stars and the tired people in the street. If you
love them, let them know, with grace and non-invasive extravagance. Care about the beings you
care about in gorgeous and surprising ways. Color outside the lines. Practice random acts of
kindness and senseless acts of beauty. This is your last chance.

Anne Herbert is a writer and social-change activist who lives in Berkeley, California.
From the Whole Earth Review Spring 1995, 27 Gate Five Road, Sausalito, CA 94965 @

hiking, backpacking, and ski-touring

Cranberry Wilderness, among others.
Profits from the sale of these

environmental projects in the West
Virginia Highlands Conservancy.

To order your copy of Edition 6 of
Monongahela National Forest Hiking
Guide, send $12.85 (this includes
$2 .90 first class shipping) to

PO Box 306
Charleston, WV 25321

Monongahela National Forest Hiking Guide Now Out

Edition 6 of Monongahela National Forest Hiking Guide is now avail-
able. This edition is bigger and better than ever, with 368 pages, 96 pages of
maps, 49 photographs, 177 trails totalling 812 miles, and a new full color
cover. West Virginia Highlands Conservancy is the publisher. Authors are
Allen de Hart and Bruce Sundquist (same as edition 5). Allen has hiked all the

tmilsoftlanangahelaNF ovu'tlwpastfcwyears Bnmcwasthcedlwr

promdedtmlmports andphotogmphs Bdmon 6, like edition 5, alsoprcmdes
information for ski-touring and backpacking.

The growing throngs of visitors and the public at large regard the
Monongahela National Forest as a “Special Place’. And indeed it is. The
ing opportunities it provides are among the
best in the eastern U.S. The more outstanding areas are becoming known far
and wide - Otter Creek Wildemness, Dolly Sods Wilderness, Flatrock Plains,
Roaring Plains, Blackwater Canyon, Spruce Knob, North Fork Mountain,
Shaver’s Mountain, Laurel Fork Wilderness, Cranberry Back Country,

guides support a wide variety of worthy

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

West Virginia residents must add $.60 sales tax. (total of $13.45)

I have included a ___ check or ___ money order for the amount of

$ to WVHC for copies of the Monongahela National Forest
Hiking Guide.

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:
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aummer Vacation

by Norm Steenstra

Ispentsevendays at Kumbrabow
State Forest last month. I needed to get
away from phones and yet was nosy as
hell about what was going on at the
Clay Run timber sale site. We activ-
ists so often seem to combine the need
to gather solace from the woods while
seeking out some ecological horror
story to fret about. I's probably un-
healthy that we do it but it also keeps
us aware to what's going on.

What's going on at Kumbrabow
is that they are cutting the big trees;
trees larger in diameter than the length
of my out - stretched arms. Trees of the

“size that one only seems to see on city

golf courses anymore. They call it a
selective cut. That means they are only
cutting the big trees and any smaller
trees that are in the way of getting to
the big trees.

The WV Division of Forestry
are the "experts" that the public must
rely on to make sure the timbering is
done right. These "experts" are allow-
ing parallel logging roads to be cut that
sometimes are only separated by half a
hundred yards. They leave no beauty
strip. The tiny islands of green be-
tween the roads are not immune to
timbering as they selectively cut that

Coal .Sabes

by Richard diPretoro

beadline in today’
ion Post said it: ARKWRIGHT CLOS-
ING. For those of you who don’t
know, Arkwright is a large under-
ground coal mine in the western part
of Monongalia county. The Osage,
Blacksville No. 1, and Pursglove mines
have already shut down. There are

»
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area too.

These are the same " experts”
that totally obliterated a significant
section of the Mill Creek hiking trail &
few years ago. The trail adjoins. the
current cut and disappears suddenly at
a tangled clearcut. The hiker has no
clue as to where the trail once went.
The "experts" who permitted the
clearcutting of a hiking trail have left
hikers with two choices - turn around
and go back the way they came or
spend  a hour climbing over treetops,
brush, and debris bushwhacking their
way across the old clearcut.

As all Voice readers know by
now the WV Supreme Court told the
citizens of West Virginia that they had
no right to comment on public land
timber sales engineered by our "ex-
perts". That law must be changed.
While observing the timber operation
on Clay Run it struck me that what we
must do is hold our " experts " and the
tree cufters to a much higher standard
on public lands than we allow on pri-
vate lands. Perhaps if we demanded
more of our " experts” on public land,
timbering on State Forests would be
less attractive and more expensive to
the treecutters,

The key to making it more ex-
pensive and less atiractive is endless

The closing of those mines will
Icave behmd mass:\rc groundwatcr

ing reﬁlse piies

Coal is clearly the way of the
past. It's late, but not too late, to
recognize that and plan for the ongo-
ing transition to our posi-coal econo-
my. As soon-fo-be-former planning
commission staffer Jay Hutchinson

pressure. I urge Voice readers to visit
public land timbering sites as often as
they can. Take pictures. Question our
"experts”. As more of us question their
authority and record the fruits of
their" expertise” commercial activi-
ties on public land will become less
attractive.

1 visited the timber site on 3
different days. Not even a junk yard
dog greeted us on two of those days.
Before entering the timber site I in-
formed the Forest Superintendent of
my destination. Near the site signs
inform the hiker that only authorized
persons wearing safety equipment
could enter the area.

(from page 2) regulation of coal min-
ing, we need look no farther than the
June, 1995, hearing in Charleston in
which the Office of Surface Mining
invited people to suggest ways to ad-
dress the problem of streams polluted
by acid mine drainage.
Representatives of the coal ‘in-
dustry showed up. Theylaunched into
their standard two part defense: (1)
* there is no problem; (2) if there is a
problem somebody else should have to
pay to fix it.
Ordinary citizens—including
Cindy Rank, Don Garvin, and me—
showr:d up They satd that there was,

ﬁndasohxﬂun TheOfﬁoeomeface
Mining took the position that if they
didn’t think there was a problem then
they wouldn’t be here trying to find &
solution. A study had shown that West
Virginia had & $22 million deficit in
its fund which it maintains to pay for

.thought thst there mlly must not be

Those signs really put things in
perspective for me. The Supreme
Court ruled that we the public could
not comment on the timber sale. They
implied that we must rely on the "ex-
perts”, and the first thing our "Experts
" do is put up signs making it very
difficult, if not illegal to observe what
is going on.

Until nowT've been kind of proud
of the fact that I've never been to jail.
I intend to keep going back to Kum-
brabow to watch and learn from my "
experts”. I will keep a low profile and
not get in the way of the actual timber
cutters but I will not sneak on to public
land. If I get arrested so be it. The law

must be changed. The whole crazy
system that gives our "experis" so
much power must be changed. The
whole corrupt concept of corporate
welfare on State Forests must be
changed.

Often environmentalists find
themselves winning a battle only to
lose the war. The loss of the big trees
- our big trees - was a battle lost. The
Kumbrabow issue is unique because
we can win the war even if we lose the
battles. Please join me in laying out
the plans to ultimately stop commer-
cial timbering on all of our State For-
ests. One lasting legacy that we can
leave future generations is a system of
tree zoos scattered around the state. 4

a position. It’s their nature. A hound
dog’s nature is to chase rabbits; a
cow’s nature is to swat flies with her
tail. The coal industry’s nature is to
pretend there is no problem and, if
there is, insist that it has no role in
solving it. Fish got to swim; birds got
to fly. Coal company representatives
got to deny responsibility till they die.
One can no more blame them for deny-
ing responsibility than one can blame
a dog for running rabbits or a cow for
swatting flies.

The truly disheartening position
was that taken by the West Virginia
Dnnsmn of Env:ronmentﬂl Protection.

much of a problem and that, if there is,
West Virginia could take care of it
without any meddling from the Office
of Surface Mining. Presumably he
means that the state will take care of
this problem by pursuing the same

streams. We have whitewater rafting
companies who complain that their
customers don’t like paddling in or-
ange water that burns their eyes. Itis
a reality which is hard to ignore.
This is why we still need the
Office of Surface Mining. The histor-
ical record is overwhelming. The ten-
dency of West Virginia’s program for
regulating mining is to slip backward
toward a time when mining compa-
nies could ride roughshod over the
land, ripping and tearing as they went
with no thought to the environmental
damage they were doing. The Office
ofSurfachﬁmng:sonﬁofme form

wnh the Oﬁicc of Surfscc Minmg
available to enforce the law when the
state fails to do so West Virginia still
has & system of mining regulation
whose Director is capable of perceiv-
ing that acid mine drainage and the
deficit in our reclamation fund must

only three large mines leftin the coun- oy ye oy don’t have planning, you ~Teclamation of lands damaged by min- policies that gave us hundreds of miles ot be serious problems. I shudder o
ty: two of Consol and one of Peabody. ishi * partic. ing This only includes the costs for of streams currently being damaged by  think what positions the state would
Tronicallv: Stk &b e Consel Bis have wishing. We really can’t partic- g ) 2 : e Ry bemg Wy
Y S ot mt:‘“ ipate in the secret decision-making land reclamation: sealing old mines,  acid mine drainage. Presumably he be taking if the Office of Surface Min-

”wam mAs ) LIII a:"sc S process of the private corporations Testoring strip mined land to its origi-  means that the state will take care of  ing were not there.
poﬂalM 5 C‘ml Y 859 YEArs | hich control our economy. But we Dal contour, and planting grass and  this problem by pursuing the same The enforcement efforts of the
9«8‘;’ m%msa(’gm cunty ::d” Wﬁ ﬂf certainly can tag them with significant  trees. Itdoes not even include correct-  policies that put us $22 million plus in Ofﬁtfc of'Surmenmg are not just a
::j‘ “}“\,Im :untymp tl'Rt:hcmto taxes as they go out the door, taxes we  ing the problem of acid water flowing the hole in the first place. ~ duplication of state cfforts. Those

t:;s Y g “:;“I’;“,;d 5 P can use to help case the transition. from coal mines. This sounds like a The position of the state is dis- actions arc not just & luxury which
counties in the en ni e B O WL TR AR the environ-  problem to me, one which the Office  heartening both because it resembles  Congressional budget cutters can snip
Now the I:omnuun Post ':fm tothis ntal messes they leave arc cared for  Of Surface Mining seems interested in  that of the coal industry and because it~ away as part of their quest for efficien-
county as “once coal rich. as well as possible. & addressing. ignores reality. cy in govemment. That enforcement
[P e G - — - One Shn’t The reality is that we have hun- power is what keeps West Virginia’s
i Join the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy Phtiine i coud i dreds of miles of streams being dam-  mine regulatory program from taking
I Jdustry representa- aged by acid mine drainage. We have  a long step on the road to ruin. %
i Category Individual Family Corporate fives for taking such fishermen who cannot fish these
I

Senior/Student ~ § 12 o 5 N
I Regular 15 $25 $ 50 I Membership Benefits
I Associate 30 50 100 I
I Sustaining 50 100 200 I * 1 year subscription to the Highlands Voice
| Patron 100 200 400 [}
| Mountaineer 200 300 600 | : . :
i | * Special meetings with workshops and speakers
1 Name: i
U sasees I * Representation through WVHC efforts to monitor legislative and
i I agency activity . ; .
I City/State/Zip: : The WVHC, at age 28, is the oldest environmental group in West
Virginia. The Conservancy has been influential in protecting and
1 Make checks payable to: West Virginia Highlands Conservancy i . x . .
z ' reserving WV’s natural heritage. Your support will help WVHC to

| Mail to: P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321 T i tag ppo P
I j continue its efforts.
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