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"1992-2002'' 
A conference and discussion of 

the environmental movement in W.Va. 
Where will West Virginia be in 1992? 1n·2002? 
That will the focus of a day-long conference, Saturday, July 20, 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m., at the slate 4-H Camp, Jackson's Mill. near Weston. Cost 
is $10, including lunch. 

Norm Steenstra and Tom Rodd dreamed up the day,sponsored by the 
W.Va Environmental Council and a newly fooned "think tank" in 
Morgantown, Mountaineer Policy Institute, so we can focus on a variety 
of questions-

What are the economic trends? Demograpltics? What are our options? 
What wiU our friends and opponents be up to? What can we do now, and 
over the next decade, to get where we want to go? What can we learn 
from olher states?How do we build for the long haul? What are we going 
to do in the 1992 elections? 

Schedule 
10 Lm. -Welcoming rei'JUUts and introduction, Cindy Rank. 

prcsideot. W.Va. Conservancy. . 

t m Encouraging Development. chair: 
Carla Dickslcm. Regional Research Institute. Panelists: Robert Han man, 
Associare ProfesliOr of Geography and Geology at WVU; John David, 
Chairman, Social Studies Department, W.Va. Tech; Virgil Nonon, 
Chairman, Deparunent of Resource Management. WVU; Rolf Martin, 
Chemist, W.Va. State, and convenor of Earth Day Symposium; Michael 
Wolcott, Assistant Professor of Forestry, WVU. 

Noon- Sandwiches and conversation. 
1 p.m.-"Who's on First? What to do in lheNinety-two Elections.'' 

Panel chair: Norm Steenstra, W.Va. Environmental Council. Panelists: 
Joe Simoni, W.Va ACE-AFSCME, MOVE; David Grubb, W.Va 
CAG: Mark March, UMWA COMPAC; Paul Nyden,lhe Charleston 
Gazette; Barbara Fleischauer, W.Va. NOW. 

3 p.m.-"Power to the People: Possibilities and Pitfalls for Grassroots 
Activism." Panel Chair: Tom Rodd, Mountaineer Policy Institute. 
Panelists: Caroline Carpenter, Benedum Foundation; Joe Sz.akos, Ken­
tuckians for the Commonweallh; DianeBady, Ohio Valley Environmental 
CoWJcil; Kate Long, activist and artist; John Alexander Williams, 
scholar, Appalachian Studies; Missy Wolverton, W.Va Environmental 
COW1Cil. 

4:30p.m.- "What's Next? Conference Evaluation and Directions 
for the Future." Moderator. Jim Kotcon, W.Va. Sierra Club. 

For more informotion, to pre-registu,srlfJ resent a copy oflht the 
prln~d proceedings, write to: MPI, 264 High $t., Morgantown, WV 
26505; or call (304) 296-8611. 

S11mmer Board Meeting 
WVHC will piggy-back the Summer Board Meeting with "1992-

2002." Board Meeting willbeSunday,JuJy21,atJac1cson's Mill State4-
H Camp, beginning at 9 am. 

Inside: 
* Dioxin standards/Apple Grove Pulp and Paper, page 4. 
* Spraying Coalition, page 7 
* Minerals purchased in Mon Forest, page 6 
* Corps says no to filling wetlands, DOH appeals, page 7. 
• Coal Field Water Protection Act, page 8. 

ONE OF SEVERAL PONDS cru into a steep hillsillt to treat toxic water flowing from a h11ge S11wd11st pile a1 the 
Rosewood Lumber mill on Cleveland Mountain, near the Upshur/Webster County line. 

Sawdust pile leaches cyanide 
BUCKHANNON - Reports of 

cyanide leaching from a massive 
sawdust pile in southern Upshur 
County have caused a lot of concern 
for area residents and timber industry 
proponents. 

Water samples taken in March 
from below lhe Rosewood Lumber 
CompanymillinCleveland(onRoute 
20 near the Upshur/Webster county 
line) indicated 3.35 micrograms per 
literofcyanide-alevel67 times the 
stream standard in West Virginia 

In late May. WaterResoorceschief 
Eli McCoy approved a plan to level 
out most of the sawdust pile in hopes 
of solving thetoxicleachateproblem. 
McCoy approved the plan after a visit 
to the Rosewood mill with Wa~ 
Resources inspector Ed King, who 
f.ust documented the problem. 

A series of pondnresetin benches 
on a steep wooded hillside between 
the Rosewood Lumber Company mill 
in Cleveland and the Left Fork of the 
Right Fork of the Liule Kanawha 
River, a high quality trout stream 
flowing through the valley below. 

Rosewood created the ponds this 
past winter to treat what they believed 
to be very acid water running from 
the sawdust pile. 

"Nobody really goes down there," 

said John Lockwood of Rosewood 
Lumber. "But during hunting season 
oneofourmen was down there and he 
told us alllhese trees are dying. n 

Rosewood installed four small 
ponds and, in some, began treatment 
with soda ash briquettes to counter 
the acidity. 

An acrid odor greets visitors before 
they reach the black water of the 
ponds. Drifts of bubbles sit on the 
surface of lhe water. As the sun rises 
above the surrounding hiUs, activity 
in the pond becomes noticeable. 
Bubbles rise to the surface like a pot 
at a slow boil. 

"It's turned septic," said Water 
Resouces Inspector King, who 
seemed baffled by the situation. 

He ftrst inspected the area in 
January afterafisbennan complained 
about problems in the stream below. 
Despite Rosewood's ponds, the 
stream was clearly affected for at 
least a half mile downstream, he said. 

"He had a sample of the water," 
King said. "I thought it must be con­
taminated, but he insisted be had 
rinsed out the jar several times. Tt 
smelled, well, very pungent." 

Whatevcrcausedthepungemsmell 
was in the pond, King learned when 
he visited the site. Still, he was sur-

prised. 
"I've never seen lhis kind of 

leachate from a sawdust p_ile." he 
said. 

Where the blackwaterOowsover 
the hillside, leafless trees stand in 
sharp contrast to the spring green 
around them. On the far side of the 
pond, the bottoms of small pools of 
waterarestainedred.K.ingestimated 
the flow at ftve to 10 gallons per 
minute running down the bill 

A fluffy grey-green-white fungus 
coversthegroundwberewaterflows 
further down hill from the ponds. 

"It has the consistency of chicken 
fat," King said as be donned rubber 
gloves to pick some up. "I don't 
have any idea what it is." 

Water level is low in the pond 
closesuo the stream, but the black­
ened water continues to Dow down 
the hill. apparently from the bottom 
of the impoundment. 

Acting on a bunch, King asked 
the lab tO test for cyanide in those 
fust samples be took. 

"It was justahuncb," the inspector 
said. 

King's ~:raining is as a chemist 
and he worked in the DNR lab 00. 

See Rosewood, page 5 
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by Cindy Rank 

At the risk of becoming lazy about writing this column, I'd like to forgo my own words this 
month and offer, instead, a commentary by our Voice editor, Mary Pat, which was wrin.en for the 
local newspaper in Upshur County. 

The piece was prompted by the events surroundjng pollution of the Little Kanawha River by 
cyanide leachate from a sawdust pile (see article on page one.) 

In and ofitselfthatstory poinlStooneofthe many problems associated with the wood produces 
industry that bas yet to be solved by the voluntary programs now in place for that industry. 

Mary Pat's reflections, however, go beyond any single incident and are about some deeper, 
more peNasive attitudes that often underlie- and undercut- even the most well wriuen and well 
intentioned laws. 

It's a gUarantee that her words wiU strike a familiar chord in most of us. 

{Ed.Note: Aclually,/ was most conscious of a conversation with John Schmidt of U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, aboUI wet/cands in lhe section of Corridor II between Buckhannon and 
Ellcins when I wrote this. bUI obviously Rosewood Lumber and a few olher things wtrt slewing 
in the baclc of my mind. mpp) 

So ntuch for law and order 
by Mary Pal Peel 

IMAGINE, IF YOU WOULD, a marijuana grower standing before Circuit Court Judge 
Thomas Keadle .... disputing whether he, or she, ought even be charged. • 

Roster of Officers, Board Members 
and 

Committee Chairs 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT: Cindy Rank 
RL I. Boll127, Rock Cave. WV 26234, (304)924-5802 
SENIOR VlCE-PRESIDENT: 
Vacant 
VlC&PRESIDENT FOR STATE AFFAIRS: Nonn Steenstra 
1001 Valley Rd.. Owleston, WV 25302, (304) 346-5891 (work), (304) 346-8924 (home) 
VlC£.PRESIDENT FOR FEDERAL AFFAIRS: Skip Deegans 
Suite A 203, 1140 19111 SL NW, WashingiOn, D.C. 20036, (202) 797-6863 (w) (703)719-7388 (h) 
SECRETARY: Richard diPreiOro 
264 High SL Morgan10wn, WV 26505, (304) 296-8963 
TREASURER: Tom Michael 
RL 2, Box 217, Lost Creek, WV 26385, (304) 623-3447 
PAST PRESIDENT: John Purbaugh 
6019 49th SL. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98335, (208) 572-4343 (work) 

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 
(T~rms upln October 1992) 

William P. McNeel. 1118 Second Ave., Marlinton, WV 2A954, (304) 799-4369 
John Mcferrin. 1105 Tinder Ave., Charles10n. WV 35302, (304) 345-5646 
Carol Bradshaw, P.O. Box 177, Ranson. WV 25438, (304) 728-n81 
Richard Wood, P.O. Box 648, Lewisburg, WV 24901, (304) 647-5130 
Frank YolDlg, Rt, I, Box 108, Ripley, WV 25271, (304) 372-9329 

DIRECTORS-AT -LARGE 
(Terms explrt October 1991) 

• Donna Borders. 1012 10111 Ave., Marlinton. WV 2A954, (304) 799-4381 
Geoff Green, Rt. I. Box 79-A, Burlington. WV 26710, (304) 289-3565 
Sayre Rodman, 32 Crystal Dr •• Oakmont, PA 15139, (412) 828-8983 
CmollJeu, RL I, Box 22. Sherman, WV 26173. (304) 273-5247 
Perry Brymt, 1604 McClung, ApL 202. Charles10n, WV 25311 
Brian Hagenbuch, 702Eleven111 Ave. Hunlm3ton. WV 25701, (304) 525-4803 

No remorse. No promise that it will never happen again. ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORS 
Instead, be argues that marijuana would be a boon to the depressed Upshur County economy. KANAWHA TRAIL CLUB: 
Growing conditions are close to ideal. Otherwise wasted land could be put to use. It would Vacant 

provide jobs, 81 wages much higber than the area average. NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY: Virginia Region: Andrew Reeder 
Cultivation is relatively easy.lt would not require the fertilizer and pesticides that cause such P.O. Box 1355, Dublin. VA 24084, (703) 674-6501 

~ill tbe arowdl of lObaa:o. Marijuana is. afLer all. a 'W"CC(L ~ r~ POTOMAC APPALACJDAN 11tAIL: 

Direct spin-off in packaging and transpOrtation would add to the jobs. Small paraphenalia =BURG CUMBERS: Jean Rodman - -

manufacturers would set up nearby. 32 Crystal Drive Oakland, PA 15139 (412) 828-8983 
Secondary spin-off, inspired by the capital flowing into the county, would be tremendous. WEST VIRGINtA MOUNTAIN STREAM MONTTORS.INC.: Craig Ma.ins 
It may not be your drug of choice, judge, but the demand is high. How can you stand in the way 1n Weaver St.. Moraan10wn. WV 26505, (304)292· 3463 

of free-enterprise and economic opportunily for the county? BROOKS BIRD CLUB: Mtry Moore Rieflenberger 
There is liale evidence that marijuana approaches the addictivencss of nicotine. Or th3L iiS w;e RL 1. Box 253. Elkins. WV 262A 1. (304) 636-4559 

has the same devastating effeciS on health as tobacco. or alcohol, for that matter. KYO VA CHAP'ffiR TROt.rr UNUMITED: Frll\k Akm 
And for those still not interested in drug-relaled riches, we could have a rope factory - 1601 Sycamore SL, Kenova, wv 25530, _(304) 453-1494 

marijuanacornesfromthehempplant youknow.FirstintroducedtoWestVirginiaduringWWII, SAVE OUR MOUNTAINS: Andrew Muer 
' 509 Jefferson St.., Morgan10wn, WV 26S05, 

to supply rope for the ~ar effort. , MOUNTAINEER CHAPTER TROtrr UNLIMITED: Louis W. Schmidt 
So, wbadda ya say,Judge-o? What S to lose? RL 1 Box 109-A Bris10l WV 26332, (304) 783-5345 
OR, IMAGINE A YOUNG MAN accused of Slealing a car- a perfectly maintained older ' ' ' 

model,wbichlheowners,aoldercouple,keptintbeirga.rage.lthasbeenseveralyearssincecithe:r 
of them drove, but occasionally on a Sunday afternoon they go out and sit in it and remember the 
fun they bad driving about when they were younger. 

This isn't a crime, judge. lliberaled iL A car like that deserves to be on the road. It needs to 
be on the road. 

Actually ,I tried to buy the car from those old folks, but they wouldo 't sell. Offeted them a good 
price for it, too. 

If you look at one way, they're the criminals. It is criminal to have a car lilce that and not drive 
it Really ,judge, it's not fair that old folks lilre thatshouldbave this car. It just isn'tfair. They don't 
even drive. 

OR,A WOMANWASANXIOUSTOGETHOMEONENIGHT.She'shadadrinkortwo 
more than sbe sbould have after work. In dense fog, a block from home, she'd hit a child riding 
hec bicycle home from Girl Scoucs. 

Really,judge, it'sall a mistake-a greauragedy.l usually never drioJc when I'm driving. And 
I really like children, especially this one.llcnow I've bought Girl Scout cookies from her every 
time she asked. 

It would be counter-productive to charge me with any criminal offense. No good would come 
of it. It would just compound the tragedy. Instead, I'll pay for counselling for the girl's parents. 
And I promise to buy Girl Scout cookies from her sisters from now on. In fact, I'll increase my 
order. 

BIZARRE, outrageous, ridiculous? 
Of course it is. Yet, on another level. we accept, condone, even cheer. such lawlessness. 

"Crime to many is I'Wt crime bUI simply a way of life.lf laws are inconvel~Unt, ig110re them, 
they don't apply to you" -a reflection on the general lawlessness of human beings, from a 
magistrate's journal in one of Dick Francis' mysteries. 

I ran into it over the weekend, as I indulged in a day of reading -just for fun. Curled up in 
a rocker, or out under a tree, British mystery writer Dick Francis can provide a terrifiC escape. 

See Law and Order, page 3 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
CANAAN V AU.EY COMMTJTEE: Lincb. Cooper Elkin10n 
RL .s. Box 228-A. Moraantown. WV 26505. (304) 296..QS65 
MINING COMMriTEE: John McFerrin 
1105 Imler Ave., Charles10n, WV 25302, (304) 345·5646 
PUBUC LANDS MANAGEMENT COMMJlTEE: Sayre Rodman 
32 Crysw Drive, Oakmont, PA 1.S 139, (412) 828-8983 
Donna Borden, 92A Second Ave., Marlington. WV 24954 
PUBUCATIONS COMMI'ITEE: W.E. "Skip" Deegans 
Suile A 203, 1140 19th SL NW, Washington. D.C. 20036, (202)797-6863 (w). (703)719-7388 (h) 
AlR/W ATER TOXICS COMMI'JTEE: 
Vacant 
RIVERS COMMITTEE: Donna Borders 
1012 lOth, Ave., Marlin& ton, WV 24954. (304) 799-6865 (worlt). (304) 799-4381 (home) 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 
Vacan1 
MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT~ Frank Young 
RL 1, Box 108, Ripley, WV 25271, (304) 372-9329 
WV SOliD WASTE COMMriTEE: Carroll Jett 
RL 1, Box 22. Sherman, WV 26173, (304) 273-5247 

ADMINlSTRATIVE OFFICES 
Pat Riffle: Membership Stcntary Mary Pat Peck: Voice Editor 
P.O. Box 306 36 Meade SL 
Charles10n, WV 25321 Buckhannon, WV 26201 
(304) 768-8961 (304) 472-3049 

The Highlands Voice is published monthly by the West Virainia Highlands Conservancy, P.O. Box 
306, Charleston, WV 25321. Ani<:Jes, letters to the edi10r and other information for publication should 
be sent to the editor, 36 Meade St., Buckhannon. WV 26201. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Corridor H would diminish stunning landscape 
Dear Editor: 

Il' s hard to value what we experience every­
day. So whenever I have out-of-state visioors, I 
make a point to drive them out to Seneca Rocks 
along State Route 28. 

My visitors are always amazed that I have 
such a stunning landscape virtually our my back 
door- the bleached white cliffs, deep gorges, 
wind carved rock formations, boulder strewn 
rivers. 

Their oohs and ahs help me avoid taking 
such magnificent vistas for granted. I am re-­
minded anew that West Virginia is one state 
which ttuly reflects its motto: wild and won­
derful. Who would have it otherwise. 

One of the proposed routes of the heralded 
Corridor H is along this stretch of Highway 28, 
and the very thought of it saddens me. Why 
saddens, one mightaslc? Now many more people 
will be able to discover and enjoy this view and 
come to appreciate the grandeur of West Vir· 
ginia. Why be selfish? Why be protective? 
Besides, think of the money tourists bring with 
them. 

But I feet that a four-Jane superhighway 
along Seneca Rocks will diminish the view of 
Seneca Rocks. There's a four-lane view and a 
two-lane view, and once Seneca Rocks is a 
four-laneview, with green signs overhead saying 

SENECA ROCKS EXIT,1WO Mll..ES, then it 
won't be the same view anymore. 

It will have been cheapened by having been 
made too easy, too accessible. It wiU be more 
tame, and being more tame, far less wonderful, 
similar to the way a chicken is less wonderful 
than a pheasant, or a steer far less interesting 
than a wild buffalo. 

I know from experience that when I'm 
traveling on an interstate highway, the quality 
of my involvement with the landscape deterio­
rates, becomes more passive and detached, less 
interested and intimate. My focus becomes 
straight ahead, the destination, not the journey. 

Worse than the loss of personal connection 
to the landscape will be the flood or city refu· 
gees such a superhighway will inevitably bring 
to our region with it. Already we are a state that 
is changing very fast Farms are being broken 
up by the hundreds and sold off in small plots. 
New buildings go up in a few days. The side of 
a mountain can be denuded of trees in a matter 
of hours. 

We are already changing very fast., but open 
a superhighway through the center of our stale, 
and we will fmdourselves quickly swamped by 
the rate of change, to the point that our unique 
character wiU be jeopardized. 

Our local banks will become branches of 

city banks, our locally owned restaurants will 
be squeezed out by the influx of plastic chain 
restaurants. Everything will become more and 
more generic. 

And three of our state's greatest qualities­
our spaciousness, our special local flavor, and 
our wilderness-willbeJost forever. Ironically 
the people streaming in wiU discover her the 
very things they were trying to leave behind: 
crowds, crime, lack: of individuality, suspicion 
of neighbors, noise, pollution, aU of it. 

Certainly it is not in the nature of West 
Virginia to close its doors to immigration, as 
fellow state, Oregon, has tried to do. We are too 
generoos a people to say, stay out, we don't 
want you. But an enlightened sta.te policy must 
ask: wbom do we want to come here, to be hour 
neighbors, and whom do we oot want? Because 
there's not room for everybody. 

Right now we have an excellent winnowing 
device in our two-lane highways. Those who 
can't take the time, or who lack the intelligence 
or spirit of exploration, to fmd their way to West 
Virginia on well-kept two-lane roads, we don't 
really want here anyway. 

This is not a reactionary stance. I'm not 
suggesting we go back to horse and buggy days 
(though I can appreciate the Amish for ques­
tioning progress as an illusion). Rather this is a 

................ g Guide made for a great trip 
Dear Folks, 

Thank you very much for putting out your 
beautiful book on the Monongahela NF. We 
have just returned from three days at Otter 
Creek and found wetnew virtually everything 
weneededtoknowtogetinandout. Wedidget 
lost at one point, however, and I would like to 
make a couple of suggestions for the next edi­
tion of your book. 

1 have already described the area where we 
found difficulty to the ranger in great detail, and 
his is taking measures to correct the problem, 
but one small bit of infonnation in your book 
would have kept us from going astray, and that 
is this: "there is a metal FS sign-in box at the 
jWlction of Moore Run Trail and McGowan 
Mtn trail." 

If I had known that, 1 would not have mis· 
taken a similar-looking spot farther south on 
MeG Mtn trail for the Moore Run Trail. The 
spot is supposed to be a westerly turn (while 
proceeding north on MeG Mtn trail), but looks 
more like aT, so I went east 

The ranger, Bill Woodland, said he would 
ger on it right away, but it would sull be helpful 
to know that there is a box at the proper spot (it 
is unusual, since that spot is J/4 mile in from the 
FS324 entrance, where you expect the box to 
be) so there would be no mistaking another spot 
for it 

My other comments are more general. First., 
please t.eU AAA your new P.O. Box address, 
because forwarding time has expired on your 
street address and that is all the AAA book lists. 

Fortunatelylfoundyourbookatabackpac1cer's 
shop or I wouldnothavegouen irintime for our 
trip because of the delay in fmding .our your 
address. 

Third comment - l guess for most of the 
areas you describe, you use only the topo maps, 
bUl for Otter Oeek you include a very clear map 
of the whole area (beuer than the FS pamphlet 
one), but the trail numbers are not on it., only the 
names, so it's a little hard to use in that way. 

Otherwise, keep up the good work! 
Sincerely, 

Rod Knight 
Oberlin,OH 

More Letters, 
Page 6 

genuine conservative outlook which believes 
when things are deteriorating around you (as 
they clearly are in our cities), staying where we 
are is the best way to move forward. 

In 10 years, if we don't spoil our landscape 
(includingoursociallandscape)inourgreedfor 
a sudden "higher standard of living," our state 
will be the gem of the East It already is, but 
because we take it for granted we remain in the 
darkness about its true value and our need to 
protect it 

Once there's a super•highway exit off Sen­
eca Rocks, for example, it's only a matter of 
time before one will be viewing this natural 
wonder through the ubiquitous golden arches as 
part of the foreground. 

Not everything that current political "wis­
dom"promotesistrueprogressorinthepeople's 
best interest. All change, growth in and of itself, 
isnotnecessarily for the good, especially change 
that is SO rapid that it CannOt be integrated into 
old forms and traditions. 

lam convinced that Small town West Virginia 
off exiuarnps of a superhighway will never be 
the same again. Will never be as interesting, as 
unique, as colorful, as independent, as self­
reliant., as West Virginian ever again. 

1 think that's the whole country's loss. 
James L. Ralston, Instructor 

Shepherd College, South Braacla 

July.Voice Deadline 
JulylO 

Letters, articles, reflections and re­
ports are always welcome (read that, 
desperately hoped for). 

Whether a report on a wonderful 
canoe trip, reflections on a quiet walk in 
the woods, report on a book that moved 
or informed you, or the latest of many 
effons to assure that our special places 
remain special, the Voiceisagreatplace 
to share your insights with people who 
share your values. 

Send items for publication to: 

Mary Pat Peck 
36 Meade Street 

Buckhannon, WV 26201. 

Law and Order------------------- fromPage2 
But the words, "If laws are inconvenient, ignore them," 

repeated at intervals through the book, stuck with me. And struck 
me as a description of modem, respectable society. 

SOME TIME AGO, I listened to an area businessman relate 
that he never obeyed the 55 mph speed limit on 1-79 during a past 
energy crisis. As long as he could afford the gasoline and the fine, 
he rationalized. be was going to drive at the highway's design 
speed of 80 mph. 

His listeners, mostly elected officials sworn oo uphold the 
laws of the state, seemed to think his attitude made perfect sense. 

If laws are inconvenknt, ignore them. 

AFI'ER TWO YEARS of trying to ignore federal law re-­
garding preservation of wetlands, state officials will be forced to 
re-align a section of Corridor H between Buckhannon and 
Elkins. A two-year delay is expected. 

If two years ago stale officials and local business interests had 

'· 

gotten behind obeying the law, instead oflooking for ways to get 
around it, construction of the Buckhannon to Elkins section of 
Corridor H would be right on uack. 

Wanttotakeoddsonwhoweall will blame? My money is on 
those who upheld the law, as they are sworn to do. In this law­
abiding commi.Ulity, their names will be mud. 

A FEW YEARS AGO, a local oil and gas company was 
caught pumping into a small stream the toxic brine that results 
from gas-well drilling. Proper disposal or the brine is expensive. 

The company paid a nominal fine after they were permitted 
to plead to negligently discharging the brine. That is, they 
negligently laid bose from the brine pit to the stream, acciden­
tally attached pumps to it, and somehow, the pumps got turned 
on. 

Those charged with taking the case to court said they couldn't 
see criminal prosecution of respectible businessmen who pro· 
vided jobs in the community. 

If laws are inconvenknt, ignore them. 

SAWMILL OPERATORS, timber industry advocates and 
stale regulators alike are horrified at the notion that criminal or 
civil penalities might attend the discharge of cyanide from a 

. sawdust pile into waters of the state. 
The owners are cooperative. They didn't mean to do it What 

value will it serve to bring charges? 
No matter that they had not adhered to the voluntary guide­

lines for sawdust disposal- voluntary guidelines that industry 
offtcials insist are far more useful than regulations. No matter 
that the non-compliance was thecauseoflhe toxic discharge and 
therefore of the destruction of stteamlife for a considerable 
distance, and possible impacts on drinking water downstream. 
No matter that the discharge violated the law. 

They are cooperative, and they didn't mean 10 do it. 
If laws are inconvenknt, ignore them. 
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Water Reso'Urces considers dioxin standards 

From three-piece suits 
to cut-off jeans 

by Frank Young 
'Tve never seen a room with so many shirts and ties. They' re all here. This 

is the big one; the best attended - everyone of us is more concerned - they 
hire more and more lawyers to counter us. They are paid hundreds of dollars 
per hour to ask you to lower our standards." 

So said Norm Steenstra, W.Va. Citizen Aclion Group's Environmental 
Coordinator following a well-attended meeting of the West Virginia Water 
Resources Board June 20 in Charleston. 

Steenstm and about 60 others had just endured a more than three hour long 
meeting that hot summer evening. The purpose of the public hearing was 10 
consider industry's request that permitted dioxin discharge level into streams 
be increased nearly 100 time the board's current and the EPA recommended 
Jevel of .13 parts per quadrillion. 

The primary push of the 1.2 parts per quadrillion of the poison came from 
representatives of the W. Va Chamber of Commerce and the W.Va. Manu­
facturers Association and several others (seven suits and ties total) all 
speaking for AwleGrovePulpand Paper Corporation. The company proposes 
to build the largest pulp and paper plant in North America on the Ohio River 
in Mason County. They argue they need the higher dioxin discharge permits 
10 operate such a facility. 

But the seven industry stuffed-suits were not the only one's making pleas 
10 the Water Resources Board. 

Sixteenothers,fromsuitandtie'dlawyerStuartCaldweUwiththeTri-State 
Bui.ldingandConstructionTradesCouncil,toMattbewBennettandChristopher 
Schmill (wearing cut-off jeans) with the Student Environmental Action 
Committee (SEAC) all opposed the increased dioxin discharges. 

Most advocated a zero discharge standard for dioxin, citing the already 
heavy coocentrations of dioxins in the Ohio, Kanawha, Pocatalico. and lower 
Potolruk; river fish populations. 

I udging by the applause given most of the those who spoke in favor of the 
lower or zero discharge levels, about three-fourths of the sixty or so people 
present favored the lower or zero levels. None of the industry advocaLes of 
higher dioxin ctiscbarge levels teeeived cheers or awtause. 

Such an outpouring of public sentiment was previously unheard of at 
hearings of the Water ResOtu"Ces Board, Steenstra said. 

Perhaps the most welcomed environmental speaker was auomey Caldwell, 
who sata ne represented "over 44,000 tradesmen and their neighbors worried 
about your rules possibly increasing the amounts of carcinogens from 5 to 8 
1/l.times the prc~t levels" in adjusting discharge levels from the presem 
"low water mark" to the "hannonic mean flow" in a new proposal level. 

Of the change in flow-level proposal, Caldwell said, "Call it what it is; call 
it the rule to increase the risk of cancer in W.Va." 

lndustry'ssevenspokesmencalledcurrentlevels"unnecessarilystringent'' 
andtalkedofWestVirginiabeingin"acompetitivepositionwithotherstates." 

"We can.not be more restrictive than other states .... Safety does not require 
the absence of all risk." said industry attorney David Flannery. 

This writer was most confused by D'r. R.B. Reger, who identified himself 
as a "research professor of occupational medicine." Reger ftrst said that 
dioxins are associated with liver function impairmcnt,cancer,and the mutation 
of cellular DNA. 

Reger started out by saying thatno particular level of dioxins are advocated, 
but ended up saying that dioxin levels of 1,000 times EPA recommendations 
is acceptable! 

This writer believes- that Reger's testimony was an effort by industry to 
tolally confuse the board members so they would be receptive to the Jess­
confusing, but none the less one-sided, industry propaganda which proceeded 
Reger's confusing oratory. 

Steven Schatz on and Dr. Russell Keenan, who represent AppleGrovePulp 
and Paper, spoke of their support of "appropriate" water quality standards. 
States should use "great flexibility" in determining risk levels and dioxin 
discharges, they said. 

A "pathway review" suggests lhat dioxin may not be a carcinogen at all, 
Keenan said. 

"It must be clear to aU of us that there is no right or wrong number for 
dioxin," Schatzon said. 

Speakers on the side of environmental protection included Vance Packard, 
who writes and publishes a unique and unconventional tabloid, National 
Sacrifice Zone. 

We have "compromised enough on our river systems," Packard said. 
Even now, he continued, he can't fish as much as he'd like on the Ohio 

River due to chlordane and PCB contamination of fish, and listed sever fish 
that no longer live in the Ohio River because of industrial contamination. 

Donnie Gillespie of Mason County gave board members several articles 
from the Tal~ Democrat and the Alabama Journal that detail the 
spoiling of Alabama and Florida rivers by pulp and paper mills. 

Apple Grove Pulp and Paper: 
Timber in West Virginia -

Fact Sheet #11, 
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
P.O. Box 970 
Proctorville, Ohio 

West Virginia Timber: A History 
ln 1870, more than 10 million acres of virgin forest 

covered West Virginia. By 1900, much of the com­
mercial timber was owned by out-of-state companies 
who promised jobs and prosperity to local communi­
ties selected for saw mills. 

Labor organizer Fred Mooney, writing of his youth 
in the backwoods of Kanawha County, pointed out that 
residents' initial elation later turned to .. bitterness and 
chagrin" at the devastation caused by unregulated 
timbering. 

The long interval between the welcoming of 
"progress" and disillusionment that followed made 
reversal of Jogging damage appear hopeless. 

At the peak of logging activity in 1909, 83 band 
mills and 1441 other operations existed in the state. 
With the growth of the timber industry, laws were 
passed to protect lhe mostly out-of-state companies. 

FromJ879to 1912,morethan85percentofthetotal 
timber land in the state had been logged. Much of the 
remaining forest was destroyed by fues, as the carelessly 
logged areas formed a tinderbox of left-over branches 
and tree tops. 

According to Roy Clarkson, "Throughout the state, 
lumbering and its insidious camp follower, fire, re­
duced the grandeur of the original forest to a rubble of 
smoking sticks and bare stone." 

.By J920.1he virgin forest was gone. Many acres or 
pasture land were created, but more typical was an ugly 
stubble, deterioration of land quality through erosion 
and silted streams. Once a land ofbeauty, West Virginia 
bad become a place of ugliness. An economic bust 
followed the boom as mills ran out of fodder for their 
saws and closed. Previously bustling logging com­
munities twned into ghost towns. 

West Virginia Timber: Today 
After more than 50 years of regrowth, West 

Virginia's forests are npe again for harvest and the rate 
of logging is increasing. The question becomes. have 
we learned our lessons from the past? Environmentalists 
argue that West Virginia· s cunent regulatory structure 
cannot prevent the overcutting and environmental 
damage which plagued the earlier logging boom. 

No spe<;ific laws in West Virginia deal with timber 
operations per se. Based on history, such Jaws are 
necessary. Other major timber producing states have 
enacted comprehensive forest practice laws and the 
indUStry in thosesrates prospers. Both theW est Virginia 
timber industry and West Virginia Division of Forestry 
Director Bill Gillespie oppose mandatory timber laws 
and regulations. 

Timber and Apple Grove Pulp and Paper 
Timber regulation in West Virginia is especially 

pressing with development of the proposed Apple 
Grove Pulp and Paper mill along the Ohio River in 

While much of industry's propaganda centered around 
risk-assessment, Brian Hagenbuch of Ohio Valley Envi­
ronmental Coalition told Water Resources Board members, 
"Riskassessmentisnotanexactscience; it is a government 
method for permitting discharge of toxics." 

No new dioxin-producing industries should be per­
mitted, Hagenbuch added, and those presently operating 
should be phased out within five years. 

Connie Lewis of the League of Women Voters said the 
lower levels of dioxin recommended by EPA are "the most 
defensibLe." 

Mason County. Apple Grove would be the largest 
pulp and paper mill in North America To feed this 
mill, between 50,000 and 100,000 acres of trees, 
mostly hardwoods, would be required yearly. 

Greenpeace International and local activists have 
questioned whether this type of mill is needed, given 
lhe abundance of pulp products and the growing 
demand for recycled rather than virgin paper. Current 
regulations cannot protect the srate' s forests, water or 
air quality against a logging boom or from environ­
mental damage from poUutants emitted during the 
pulping process. 

Few Jaws exist to regulate the pulp plant, that's 
why they are coming to West Virginia. 

Virgin pulp ntills are notorious producers of di­
oxins, some of the most toxic chemicals ever created 
(See OVEC Fact Sheet #12). As an indications of 
toxicity, the U.S. EPA standards for dioxin discharges 
into water are 0.013 parts per quadrillion. In Jay mans 
terms, that equals 1.3 cents per $1,000 triUion. 

Apple Grove developers have requested that West 
Virginia regulators increase dioxin discharge stan­
dards into water by 100 fold. 

West Virginia Timber: The Future 
It is clear that West Virginia's maturing forests 

will be increasingly logged. yet many regulators and 
legislators resist the idea of requiring registration of 
logging jobs and use of Best Management Practices 
by the industry. Sustained multiple-use values of 
forest resources must also be considered. 

Legislation was proposed in 1991, but failed. A 
soil ~ and ltdilltenl comror um. ""'"""' ...... 
languished in the legislature for 18 years, also failed. 

According to Huntington columnist Dave Peyton, 
"If it takes a decade to get timber laws, the state's 
Limber and half of the soil wilt be gone forever." 

Sources 
William, John. 1984. West Virginia: A History. 

,~ ,_, __ 

W.W. Norton & Co. New York. 
Clarkson, Roy. 1964. Tumult on the Mountains. 

Mclain Printing. Parsons, WV. 
Wimmer, Mary and Brian Hagenbuch. 1991. 

.. Avoiding tumult on the mountains: Planning for the 
future of West Virginia's forest-based industries" 
1991 Earth Day Symposium at W.Va . .Academy of 
Sciences meeting. 

McEntee. Sheila. 1991. "DNR says timbering in 
WV must be regulated" G.R.E.E.N. WV Environ­
mental Council, Dec. Jan. 

Fowler, Moncy, 1991. "Plans for Mason County 
pulp mill attracting Greenpeace's attention" The 
Herald-Dispatch, Huntington, WV Feb. 17. 

Kroesa, Renate. 1990. The Greenpeace guide to 
paper. Greenpeace USA, Wash. DC. 

Feldhalce, Charlie. 1991. "Good soil erosion bill 
could present tough fight this year" G.R.E.E.N. WV 
Environmental Council, DecJJan. 

Peyton,Dave.199l. "Oncemorerealiliesofpolitics 
swamped WV legislature" Herald-Dispatch. Hun­
tington, WV. March 11. 

Water is a basic need," said Christopher Schmill of 
StudentEnvironmental Action Coalition. The issue in the 
hearing, he added, is "shon-term gratification versus 
long-term sustainability." 

Matthew Bennett, also of SEAC, opposed dioxin 
discharges above the EPA recommendation. Bennett 
advocated zero discharge. Citing the present level of 
pollutionintheOhioRiver,Bennettsaid, "This is a matter 
of life and death." 

See Dioxin, pageS 



Rosewood 
fore taking the job as field inspector. 
His hunch combined the damage from 
the very acidic water Oowing down 
the hill and Lhe fact that Rosewood 
cuts a fair amount of cherry. 

"I knew that if cattJc or goats or 
whatever eat willed cherry leaves they 
can die," King said. 

At the mill about a week before 
McCoy's meeting with company rep­
resenlatives, the mill operator was 
reluctant to permit entry 10 see the 
sawdust pile, which King estimated 
at 30,000 cubic yards in size. 

"I was advised not 10 let you," 
John Lockwood said when aslced for 
pennission to see it. 

• • The pile grew to its present pro­
portions in the last three years, 
Lockwood said, when the cha.rroal 
plant at Parsons stopped laking saw­
dust 

During that time someone has set 
fll'C 10 the sawdust pile three times, 
Lockwood said. He believes those 
rues, plus whatever smoldering has 
continued in the massive pile, is re-­
sponsible for the to~c leachate. 

Few foresters credited reports of 
cyanide coming from a sawdust pile. 

At a workshop two years ago f<X'· 
esters were assured that nothing toxic 
could come from sawdust or bark, 
said Bob Whipkey, assisc.ant admin· 
istrative forester for the Forestry Di­
vision of lbc West Virginia Depan-

breakdown ol any or the wood." said 
Whipkey. Tbe forester even doubts if 
the chemical analysis is accurate, but 
if it is, Whipkey said, he doesn't be· 
lieve iLis from the sawdusL 

"I'm sweit wiU be tracked out that 
there's something in that pile other 
than wood," Whipkey said. He 
guessed that to~c drainage from a 
sawdust pile would only result if old 
batteries or vehicles were covered up 
by sawdust 

Initial response was the same from 
Dr. Doug Gardner, wood chemist at 
West Virginia University's Division 
of Forestry. 

"My ftrstthought would be to ask 
what was on the site before they put 
the sawdust there," Gardner said. A 
small amount of cyanide might be a 
by-product of combustion, Gardner 
said, but it would probably be too 
small to detect. 

The wood chemist changed his 
mind after check.ing a book on ex­
tractives from Eastern Hardwoods. 
Cyanogenic glycosides are present in 
the tissueofthePrunusspecies, which 
includes cherry trees, Gardner said. 
Under acid conditions free hydrogen 
cyanide could be leached from saw­
dust and bark. 

"I wouldn't have thought it.'' 
Gardner said. "It'soneofthosethings 
you wouldn't think would happen­
unless you sit down and think about it 
awhile." 

While admitting a problem, John 
Lockwooddoesnotbelievethestream 
has been severely degraded. 

"We caught flsb in there last week 

below where this is coming in," 
Lockwood said. "Four or five nice 
ones." 

DNR sampling showed dramatic 
decrease in acid-sensitive stream life 
downstream, King said. In mid-May, 
lhe Mountaineer Chapter of Trout 
Unfunjted decided not to stock trout 
downstream because of the condition 
of the stream. 

Rosewood intends to resolve the 
problems, Lockwood said. 

"Whatever it is, we're going 10 
take care of it and make it okay," he 
said. 

They have stop adding sawdust 10 
the pile, since they were contacted by 
DNR Lockwood said. They have also 
begun hauling out some of it. At that 
point they had taken out 80-100 cubic 
yards, he said, and will continue 10 
haul it away. 

His father, Raymond Lockwood, 
secretary-treasurer of Lhe company, 
is coordinating the clean:up. 

"I think the problem will be laken 
care of by spreading out the pile," the 
senior Lockwood said. 

The problem is solvable, he said, 
butlhe entire clean-up will take some 
time, be said. In a proposal to the 
state, be estimated it would take until 
OctobeT to finish the job of moving 
the 30,000 cubic yard pile, but he 
believes the toxic run-off can be 
eliminaled before lhaL 

from page one 
have workers cut through the middle 
of the pile and put in a culverts. The 
company has located about at least 
seven wet-weather springs along the 
bench where the sawdust wiU be 
spread and they are prepared to install 
culverts lO channel water under the 
pile, rather than through it 

Like his son,RaymondLockwood 
believes the water tOxicity is related 
to fll'Cs in the pile, but he can't ac· 
count for the presence of cyanide. 

"As far as I know, there's nothing 
to produce cyanide," John Lockwood 
said. 

"I'm as much an environmentalist 
as anyone," Lockwood said. ''This 
thing is a disaster, but we're going to 
take care oC it. We have to." 

In addition to scattering the saw­
dust, Rosewood will monitor water 
several times and check on water 
quality in Lwowellsatthecommunity 
of Cleveland just downstream, said 
Raymond Lockwood. 

"I figure we 'U have it taken care of 
by October," Raymond Lockwood 
said. "Maybe sooner if we put a little 
more shovel into it. I lhinJc we can 
solve the problem (of toxic runoft) 
sooner." 

When he ititially discovered the 
problem, King orden:d Rosewood to 
SlOp storing sawdUSL Tbey now haul­
ing it 10 the Kingsford cbarcoaJ plant 
in Parsons. 

DEAD TREES ill the path of toxic waur sumd In sluup contl'tlst to the 
spring gnen of nurounding trees. 

WATER RESOURCES INSPECJ'OR ED KJNG 1onned rubberglot~esto 
cluck out aftlngru growing where waur flowed down lhe hill. 

or criminal penalties against Rose- longer pouring into it 
wood. The company will have to dis- "With the winter and spring Oows 
mantle the sawdust pile, stop the dis- we should see a return of aquatic life. 
charge, and sample the stream three It will rapidly repopulate from up-
times between now and October. stream, " he said. 

"We have no interest in simply RaymondLoclcwoodwaspleased 
being punitive," McCoy said. "No with theoutcomeofhismeetingwith 
one's happy about this, but the DNR McCoy and others from Wali:Z Re-

of business. 
McCoy believes that the stream 

wiD quietly recover once cyanide 
and the extremely acid water are no 

"If everyone does what they say 
they· U do t.hc:re will be no problems," 
Raymond Loclcwood said. 

Dioxin---- from page four 

BiJI Ragette of Putnam County 
advocates a zero discharge level. Al­
ltJding to present dioxin levels in f.tsh, 
Rageue said, "They (industry) try 10 
tell us how to cut our fiSh - how 10 
eat it- so that they can make more 
profit., 

Keith Tayla,Presidentofthelsaac 
Walton League, spoke of already too 
heavy dioxin discharges and odorous 
smells from pulp and paper mill stacb. 
He also tallced about the conflicting 
claims made by Apple Grove's par­
ent company, Alabama Pulp and Pa­
per, about the potential for environ­
mental poUution from facmties like 
that proposed for Apple Grove. 

(fay lor bas promised this writer a 
fuU text of his remarks with details of 
his claims about thecooflictingc!aims 
-see next month's Voice for more 
about this.) 

The Ohio River is already heavily 
pollutedsaidMissyWoolverton, who 
worksatW.Va.Citiz.enActionGroup. 
Sbe urged the board to "hang tough" 
in spite of political pressure she was 
sure they must endure. 

WVHC President Cindy Rank, 
coming across as one dispensing 
motherly advice, told the board 
WVHC SupportS the EPA recom­
mended standard, but that she pre­
ferred zero discharge of dioxins. Zero 
discharge would promote beu.ertech-

nology, she said, echoing earlier 
statements that industry should be 
fOICed to use technology of the 1990s, 
instead of the 1950s. 

Perry McDaniel, president of the 
W.Va. Environrnenlal Council, urged 
"no Jess stringent" standards that the 
EPA recommendabons. McDaniel, 
who was at one time a forester, said 
thepesticide2,4,S,Twasbanoedyears 
ago because dioxin w~ a by-product 
of the production. Despite proteStS 
that 2,4,S,T was a vital, irreplacable 
product, McDaniels said. alternatives 
were developed. 

Paper products can be manufac­
tured without chlorine and dioxins, 
said McDaniels, Woolverton and 
others. They believe it is justa matter 
of requiring the use of more modem 
tcchnoJogy. 

In summing up lhe positions of lhe 
16 speakers who favored lower or 
zero dioxin discharge limits, W.Va. 
CAG Environmental Coordinator 
Norm Steenstra perhaps said it best 

"We do care .... We'relooking at a 
holistic approach .... Industry is ok if 
they play by our rules, not by the rules 
they set and ask us to make for lheir 
benefit" 

According ro the Water Resources 
Board Cbainnan, a final J¥OPOS8} and 
rationale document is to be foonu­
lated in mid-August. 



Page 6 - The Highlands Voice, June 1991 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Another view of Greenbrier 
River Trail permit process 
Dear Editor. 

The recent (May 1991) ffighlands Voice 
.ude reprding tbe West Virginia Trail Alert 
memioaedtbalfunherdelaystotherebabilitarion 
of the Greeobric:r RiverTnLilare being aun'buted 
to the Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the U.S. 
FISh aDd Wildlife Service (Setvice). 

A3 Sl.8led in the article, the Corps is requiring 
a permit for the project because it no longer 
qualif.es as emergency work associal.ed with 
the 1985 Oood. I would like to shed some light 

' on the present situation and why the Service is 
concerned with the poposed work. 

The Greenbrier River Trail is in the Federal 
Railbank. The West Virginia Division of Parks 
must maintain the trail as a railroad right-of­
way to be in compliance with P.L. 94-210, the 
Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform 
AcL If not. ownership of the right-of -way would 
revert to adjacent landowners. 

The Division of Parks held a meeting on 
May 17 to discuss their proposed project with 
state and federal resource and regulatory 
agencies. Ninereen sections of the trail, ranging 
in length from SOO feet to 5350 feet. would 
require lhe placement of rock fill out into the 
Greenbrier River an average of 17 feeL 

ln order to do this. all riparian vegetation 
(trees.slnbs. eu:.) would be grubbed and cleared 
forllpllnltimately 7.6 milesofGreeobrierR.iver 

'""""~~~~ ~ Mall)' ot &be ~ £la&cd. !(X fl11iP& 
occur Where 1985 flood warers hPe SICOURd 
deep holes that are excellent fiSheries habitat. 
Other sites consist of moderately to well-veg­
etated riparian/wetland plant communities that 
have reclaimed the once flood-damaged 
shoreline. 

Federal guidelines (Section 404 (b) ( 1) of the 
Clean Water Act] requires that non-water de-

pendent activities requiring the placement of 
fill in warm; of &be United Stale:S(rivers,saeams, 
lakes, wetlands, etc.) c:an only be permitted if 
the proposed activity is the least environmen­
tally damaging alternative. 

The U.S. FISh and Wildlife Service is keenly 
aware of the recrealiona1 importance of the 
Greenbrier River Trail amd the requirements of 
the Railroad Revitalization and Reform AcL 
The Service is also aware of lhe tremendous 
biological and recreational importance of the 
Greenbrier River and its associated flSh and 
wildlife habi1at 

Our job is to evaluate fish and wildlife im­
pacts associated with JXOjects requiring federal 
permits and provide our assessment of those 
impacts to the penniuing agency. 

The Division of Parks' proposed construe­
lion methods are the least costly but could cause • 
significant damage to this high quality resource. 
At the May 17, 1991 meeting. I asked the 
Division ofParks to consider alternative methods 
of rail bed rehabilitation that would not require 
the pennanentalterationof nearly eight miles of 
riparian, nearshore, and inst.ream fish and 
wildlife habitat - • 

Official Department of the lnterior·Fish and 
Wildlife Service comments will be submitted in 
response to the anticipated Corps (Huntington 
District) public notice for the project in accor­
daoccwi&b&hc~orlbcfiiluDdWUdWc 
Coordinalion Act ..t die Clean Wrus Act. 

Anyone with concerns regarding this project 
is encouraged to comment on the public notice 
whenitcomesout.TheServicercmainshopeful 
thatfishandwildliferesourcescanbeprotected 
while allowing for the rehabilitation of the trail. 

Job.n E. Schmidt 
Fisb aDd Wildlife Biologist 

Mon Forest minerals bought 
Purclulse will protect Cran­
berry and adjacent areas from 
mining and relaled water qual­
ity damage. 

by Skip Deeg8D8 
TheTrustofPublicLand(TPL),anon-profit 

land conservation organization, has purchased 
16,248 acres of minerals in the Monongahela 
National Forest. 

Known as the Hewiu property, most of the 
purchased minerals are in the Cranberry 
Backcountry and adjacent to the Cranbeny and 
Cherry Rivers. TPI will now sell theminerals to 
the U.S. Forest Service. 

Chrisanne Worthington, Associate Director 
of TPL, successfully cut the deal after several 
years of negotiations. TPL had an option which 
tied up the minerals. Sale was contingent on a 
Forest Service agreement to buy them from 
1PL. Late in the negotiations. the regional of­
fJCC of the Forest Service balked. and would not 
approve the sale. 

Staae and national cooservalioo organiza­
tions, including the West Virginia ffighlands 
Conservancy, rallied to convince the Forest 
Service to approve the sale. U.S. Representa­
tive Nick RabalJ was particularly outraged, 

since he had obtained federal fund to buy the 
property. At the last minute, the Forest Service 
approved the purchase. 

The mineral porcbase was an important step 
in the continued proleClion of other valuable 
resources including area rivers. 

Recent coal mining in the Hewitt tract had 
. not been dooe responsibly and was causing 
water poUution. West Virginia Depanment of 
Energy revoked permits and forfeited reclama­
tion bonds for two mining companies operating 
in the tract. Rabbit Run Energy Co. and J .L 
Mullens Coal Co. 

Mike He will, one owner of the tbe mineral 
tract. asked Office of Surface Mining (OSM) 
for a detenninat.ion that he had valid existing 
rights to strip mine the coal. Although OSM 
eventually determined Hewitt did not have the 
right to strip mine, conservationists feared the 
courts might ove1111m OSM's decision, or that 
OSM might at some time in the future change 
the standard for determining a coal company's 
rights to strip mine in national forests. 

The Cranbeny and Cherry rivers are under 
consideration by the Forest Service for desig­
nation as Wild and Scenic Rivers. Both are two 
of West Virginia most popular trout streams, 
and TPL 's purchase of the Hewiu tract bodes 
well in WVHC's continued efforts to protect 
these rivers from mining pollution. 

Commentary by Andrew Maier 
on West Virginia Public Radio 

May 30,1991 
. I was down in McDowell County recently. 
where a PhiladeJPhla man wants to build one 
of the five biggest Jandftlls in the country. 
Now, the line being peddled by the dump's 
suppMerS is that no one down there is against 
it That, in fact. they're actually eager to 
become the trash can of the East. The area's 
delegates and senators, and even the gover­
nor have been spouting this like it was gos-
pel. 

Well, as Gomer Pyle used to say, "Surprise, 
Surprise." The people down there not only 
oppose the mega-dump, they're hot about it. 
They've discovered that Philadelphia guy 
hasn't been quite stntight with them. Now 
there's a shocker. 

It seems that instead of dumping "house­
hold garbage only." the plan is to dump 
incinerator ash, residual wasle and sewage 
sludge. McDowell folks have a shorter word 
forthatlaststuff,and even those who wouldn't 
mind being used as a uash can draw the line 
at being used as a toilet. They've also dis­
covered that the big promises of jobs, which 
have soared to 400, may actually be only 25. 

The Mc.DoweU folks are also worried 
about ''the foot in the door." After all, once 

the dump's in, it could aslc the DNR for 
permission to take hazardous waste. Now, 
I'm not saying the Caperton administration 
wou.ldeversayyes,butunderaGovemorlike 
Arch Moore, a small cash payment and all 
bets are om 

And if this dump is supposed to attract 
more development. how come the FBI, with 
its 2 ,500 jobs, says it won't come to 
Clarksburg if a landftiJ l/10 the size or the 
McDoweUdump~?~wdlfu~ 
see that this would be a cap on all future 
development, not an incentive. 

And. from what I've beard. McDowell's 
elected officials are in for a surprise of their 
own. I hope they recaU that the supporters of 
a huge nuclear dump for McDoweU are all 
out of office, or in jail. The voters don't like 
it one bit when the delegates and senators tell 
one story at home and a very different one in 
Charleston, like when they say ''everyone 
wants it" but then they fight tooth-and-nailto 
stop a referendum voae on iL 

I wonder why they wouldn't want people 
to vote on it? Could it be thalthe:reactuallyis 
opposition down there? Could a majority be 
against the dump? S~. Surprise. 

Summer Board Meeting, 9 a.m., July 21, 
Jackson's Mill State 4-H Camp 

The fifth edition is 320 pages and includes: 

Monongahela 
National Forest 
Hlktng Guide, 
Fifth Edition 

by Bruce Sundquist 
and Allen de Hart 

with the cooperation 
of the Monongahela 
National Forest stqff 
and numerous hikers 

• classic Wesl Virginia hiking areas lilce lhe 
Allegheny Trail, Otter Creelc, Spruce Knob, 
Blue Bend, Dolly Sods and more; · 

• detailed descriptions of 164 hiking trails 
covering 780 miles; 

• 60maps; 

• 39 black and white scenic photos; 

• hilcing and safety tips; 

• conservation concerns. 

To order your copy of the Monongahela 
National Forest Hiking Guide send $9.95 to: 

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 
P.O. Box 306 
Charleston, WV 25321 

Please include $1.50 for shipping and 
handling. West Virginia residents include 
$.60 sales tax. ($11.45, or $1205 in W.Va) 

I have included a _ _ check or _money 
order for the amount of$ to the 
WVHC ror _copies of the Monongahela 
National Forest Hiking Guide. 

Name: ___________ _ 

Aruh~: ___________________ ___ 

Cicy: _____________________ ___ 

State-----~-----------------
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Corps denies DOH request to f1llwetlands, 
VanKirk appeals Corridor H decision 

CHARLESTON-West Virginia 
Division of Highways (DOH) offi­
cials want 10 split the difference when 
it comes 10 avoiding wetlands in the 
stretch of Corridor H between Buclc­
harmon and Elkins. 

Stale Highway Coounissioner Fred 
VanKirk said he will appeal the U.S. 
Anny Corps of Engineers' rejection 
of a permit to place fill in one of two 
sizable wetlands along the route. 
VanKirk, instead, is suggesting 
changes in the ooginal plans that 
would reduce to 18 acres, the 37 acres 
of wetlands which would have been 
impacted with the original alignment 

A meeting between the Corps of 
Engineers, DOH, and state and fed­
eral resource agencies is set for July 
10, according to E. Raymond 
Beringer, chief of the Regulatory 
Branch for the Corps in Pittsbwg. 

Earlier this month, Colonel Harold 
F. Alvord, district engineer for the 
Corps of Engineers, denied the DOH 
request 10 fill wetlands in the path of 
the Appalachian Corridor. 

"I have detennined that the p~ 
ment of fill into the wetlands in con­
nection with the paposed highway 
coosttuaion is c:oonry to Section 

ticable alternatives exist," Alvord 
informed VanKirlt in a leUt:r da&ed 
June4. 

"I support construction of this 
highw~y and recognize the benefits 
to the citizens of West Virginia," 
Alvord continued. 

He promised the Corps cooperation 
in expediting the permit process for a 
practicable alternative 10 this section 
of Corridor H. 

V anKirlc now proposes to relocate 
the road around wetlands associated 
with a beaver dam along Laurel Run 
near Talbott in BMbour County just 
north of the Randolph County line. 
He wants to maintain the ooginal 
alignmentlhoughasectionaboutthree 
mileslongjustpastKeslingMillRoad. 

The allemale plan DOH devel­
oped, but does not want 10 use to 
avoid the flrst wetlands past Kesling 
Mill Road, would require relocation 

of seven homes, V anK.irk said. 
The original alignment appears to 

meander lhrough much of a long 
narrow wetland area. DOH is willing 
to modify one Secondary road 
crossing, VanKirk said, to move it 
out of the wetland. 1be slopes of 
some fills might also be modified to 
reduce the impact 

These wetlands are shrub swamp 
and wetf<X"CStland, said John Schmidt 
of the U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service. 
This type of wetland is characterized 
by saturated soils, rather than stand­
ing water, Schmidt said, and the 
biological diversity of these particu­
lar wetlands is very good. 

Although VanKirk has affumed a 
willingness to mitigate the damage 
by c~ting new wetlands, Schmidt 
questions whether it is possible. 

"I've never seen it," Schmidt said 
about successful construction of a 
shrub swamp/forested wetland. "If it 
were tbe beaver dam, weU. that's the 
easiest kind to replace." 

The present situation stems from 
changes in fedet3llaw since plans for 
the IUghway were dntwn up more 
lhan a decade ago. When funding 
~became: available.. DOH • 

.. In July 1989 we were out there 
discussing this becauseoflbe wetlands 
in Btdhannoo b:YJms. .. Schmid& said. 
"At that time the understanding was 
·we '11 work this out hen, but show us 
the rest of the alignment so we can 
look at it and anticipate any further 
problems.'" 

Six months later, when all the 
agencies finally got out for a field 
review of the alignment between the 
bypass and Elkins, they discovered 
42.42 acres of wetlands. 

In May 1990, DOH provided the 
resource agencies with alternatives to 
going through the wetlands, inchJd­
ing alignment shifts and coosrruct.ion 
adjustrneots. Compared to the total 
cost of the original aligrunent, the 
bestaltemative would have cost about 
2 percent more, Schmidt said. 

"DOH showed us an alternative 
which would avoid 90 percent of the 

Spraying Coalition to document 
spraying abuse in West Virgini,a 

Tbe Coalitioa (between tbe.West Vap.ia ~viroamental CouJI(il 
~ndWestVitg,_n~Grttns)tore~wnine.herbicldelpestiddespraying 
is nowmalntainmga database to rewrd spraylngabuses. A two-paae 
spra1inalnc:ldtnt form isavallab~ tO c~Zeo$~ho have~ alrected 
by herbicide ot pesticide spraying. , 1 
· If~ haft ~n ~ vic;tiin ofia~crim,~~ or a.retess spraying, 
pleast JOill..s .in recording 'our $tory. J...itelt)'~ disrUptions, medical 
condidons, UvestOckorciopdamageareexanipltsqfidntsesprayinp · 
events. The Coalitioa's gQill is tC) rorcr a .reominatioft Ot spraying 
in West Virginia. . 

For a free copy or t.be dotumentatiOD form, taD or write Spraying 
Coalition, 1324 Virginia St. E., Charleston, WV 25301, ~5891. 

impacts," Sdunidt cootinued. "We 
came away feeling we worked out the 
problems in advance. Then in the fall 
1990, DOH submitled an application 
to the Corps to fill 37 acres of wet­
lands." 

Schmidt is frustrated that the 
alignment continues to be a problem. 

"DOH has worked with us on nu­
merous projects. They know our po­
sition. They know our statutory ~ 
sponsibility," Schmidt said. "Wet­
lands Ire high qualily ftsb and wild­
life habilat" 

DOH's decision to ask for a permit 

10 fill even though other alternatives 
existed "didn't seem like an effective 
use of resources," Schmidt said. 

"We're all the losers," he contin­
ued. "The delay takes the road out of 
construction for more time and the 
wetlands issue gets put in a bad light. 
It's a shame. We over here in Elkins 
would like the road built." 

It bas been almost two years since 
tbe ftnt problems surfaced with 
wetlands in the Buckhannon bypass, 
Scbmidt said. If DOH had started 
looting along the Buckhannon to 
EJtinsroule foraltemalives that would 

comply with the law. the road could 
be under constructioo today, he said. 

Bob Neill of the permit section of 
the Corps of Engineers agreed 

"We take no great pride in denying 
this permit, .. Neill said. 

DOH drew up practical alterna­
tives, but then apparently rejected 
them. 

"The highway department didn't 
want to change the plans," Neill said. 
"We didn't want to deny this pennit. 
but we didn't have an altemative. lt 
didn'tcomply with the law." 

West Virginia needs a timbering bill 
by Matt Evans 

reprinted from Tlu MouiiJaineer Monitor, 
newsletter of Mountaineer Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

As you may be aware, the State of West Virginia does 
not have any regulation over the timbering of rrees. The 
Amtoval of uees can result in enormous damage 10 our 
ecosystem. Consider the following facts: 

• The number one pollution source to West Virginia 
streams is soil and sediment runoff. 

• Approximately SO% of West Virginiasb'eaiTls can't 
sustain fish habitat due to pollution sources. 

• A primary source of sediment pollution is Jogging. 
• There are more miles of Jogging roads in the United 

States than Interstate Highways. 
• West Virginia loggers have no requirements over 

runoff control, road-bed grades, land restoration re­
quirements, etc. 

Consequently, it is imperative that the State of West 
Virginia pass a "timbering" bill in order to Jn)tect our 
natwal ecosystems-namely the forests and the streams. 

Other Appalachian swes,such as Maryland and Penn­
sylvania, require .. best management practices .. from 
Jogging operators. UnfortunaJely, West Virginia bas no 
such requirements. 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) mandate certain 
requirements, such as road grades not exceeding 20 per­
cent slope, water bars for sediment control, sbut-down of 
logging operations during snow melt or heavy rains, eu:., 
etc .• etc. BMPs also require soil control plans with each 
permit and annual BMP course training prior to issuance 
of an operator's license. All of these requirements are 
paramount in protecting our fragile ecosystem. That is 
why Trout Unlimited needs your heJp ... 

. .. and WE NEED YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS! 

See Timber bill, page 8 
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Coal Field residents want water protection 
Questions and Answers from the Citizens Coal Council 

This year, the Citizens Coal Council, a nationwide organization or citizens groups in America's 
coal fields, is asking Congress to enact the Coal Field Water Protection and Enforcement Act. 
When we decided we needed a new law, we knew this would raise new questions. Here are our 
answers to the most important questions. 

Is this new law needed? 
Absolutely. The Department oflnterior's Office of Surface Mining itself 

admits that the current law doesn'tadequately empower the agency to protect 
water supplies. Yet, it is a virtual cenainty that any form of coal mining-strip 
mining, conventional underground mining or the new "loogwall" method­
threatens water. Federal mining lawclll'tentlyregulates land reclamation with 
far more power and clarity than it does protection of water supplies. We know 
that there are thousands of unremedied watu violations across the country 
which occur every year. 

How is water threatened by mining? 
Strip miDing can destroy or pollute wells and other forms of surface and 

groundwater.Undergroundminingcandisruptorpolluteaquifersandground 
· water, as well as create cracks that swallow or diminish both standing and 

flowing surface wala supplies. 

Do we need more regulation of the coal industry? 
There are between 25,000 and 30,000 unabated violations of federal and 

swc mining laws registered in the computerized "Applicant/Violator Sys­
tem" that is run by the Office of Surface Mining. This statistic stands as 
teswnent to the need for more aggressive and continuous enforcement 
oversight of the industry. We see further reason for stronger measures to 
control law-breakers in the coal industry in the recent national scandal over 
fraudulent coal dust testing. 

As labor Sccrerary Lynn Martin commented, .. 1 am appalled by the 
flqnnt Ctisregard for a law designed to protect coal miners against disabling 
lung disease that is represented by the widespread tampering we have 

~~~~~~ .. --~~, ... ~~~wUb~~li~ft 

How will this legislation affect the United States' energy 
independence? 

It won'L Efficiency doesn' t have to be reckless. We reject the notion that 
we must choose between productivity on one hand and safeguards for people 
and lhc environment. This a "red herring" raised by industry everytime is~"UCS 

of health and safety are discussed. We believe protection of water resources 
is compatible with productive and efficientdevelopmentofthe United States' 
coal resources. We cannot and must not trade life-sustaining water for sloppy 
coal mining practices. -

How many coal mining operations will be affected by this 
legislation and what will is cost? 

No good coal mining operation will be burt by this legislation. Any coal 
operator who treats his neighbors and their water with the respect and dignity 
they deserve will have no ttouble at all in complying with the mandates of the 
Coal Field WaJa Protection and Enforcement Act of 1991. 

This law basically says !hat coal operarors must respect people's water 
rights. If their operations harm people's water, they mustrestoreorreplacethat 
water to the condition it was before mining began. 

This bill is a Good Neighbor policy, codified into law. Listen again to what 
LaborSecreraryMartinhadtosay:"I'mpnrbusiness,butgoodpeopleingood 
businesses want to have corpomte responsibility." 

This bill also would make state and federal regulator! do their JObs more 
vigorously by providing strict penalties for any regulator who fails to enforce 
the law. Therecentcoal dust testing scandal, as well as dozens of other similar 
problems, point out the need to hold law enforcement officials to a high 
standard of ethical' conducL 

Who supports this bill? 
Dozens of citizens' organizations in the coal f~elds nationwide initiated the 

drive to aeate this bill. It is uuly a poduct of grassroots democracy at its 
fmest! 1be list of supporters among civic. Jabor, church and environmental 
011 ;,;,., ilpu -. t "'I _.,•z•eilllr~-~~~~~ 

The Citizens Coal Council 
80 F Street N.W .. Suite 714 

Wasbington,D.C. 20001 
(202) 737-2217 

Water Protection Action Week, July 13-18 
Citizens Coal Council will Ja\UlCh the fight for the Coal Field Water Protcaion and Enforcement Act during Water Protection Action Week. 

July 13-18, by campaigning for the bill among lawmakers in Washington. D.C. 
"We're tired of streams and well drying up. We're tired of smell, unnaturally colored, polluted water. We're tired of government regulators 

who don't regulate. We're tired of government enforcement officials whodon'tenforce. We're tired of being told the burden of proving our loss 
is on us. We're tired of excuses,"lhe organization's call to action reads. 

"In lhe fanest tradition of our country's grassroots democracy, we're taking this campaign public by fully exercising our First Amendmeot right 
to 'petition our government for the redress of grievances.' And we've got plenty of grievances!!!! Come, join us, and we will make our voices 
heard, for our homes, our families, our communities and for future generations." 

Formoreinfonnationon Water Protection Action Week activities in Washington, contact WiU Collette or Lucy Birkett at the Washington office 
of the Citizens Coal Council (see above.) 

r---------------------------Join tbe West Virginia Highlands Conservancy J Membership Benefits 

--~~--------------~----~----: 
: 

Category lndividaal Family Orguiz:aion 

Suiot-/Studeat $12 - -
Replar 15 $25 $50 

• 1-year subscription to The Highlands Voice. 

• Special meetings with workshops and speakers. 

Timber bill 
from page 7 

Passing any kind of legislation in 
West Virginia, environmental or odt­
erwise, is not an easy task. Many West 
Virginia legislators are not convinced 
that current logging practices are 
damaging our ecosystem. therefore, 
Trout Unlimited is attempting to 
compile a book of photographic evi· 
dence which will help convince our 
legislature that "Best Management 
Practices" should be mandated in West 
Virginia. 

When you go fishing, backpacking, 
biking, bird watching, etc., Trout Un­
limited is asking you to lake yow­
camera along and take pictures of the 
logging operations !hat you run across. 
These pictures, along with some nar­
rative background information, will 
becompile(j into a formal presenlalion 
10 be used during the nex1 Jegjstarivc 
session. -

Kp;re• ... , please not as mucbabout 
the logging location as possible-the 
county it's in. any aowns. roads, or 
streams it'~ near. eu:.. and the dates 
you took the photographs. If you can 
provide us with negatives. that would 
help also, since we will need to make 
duplicates for our presentation. And 
finally , don't disobey the law when 
taking pictures; many timber leases 
are posted. 

You can send or deliver your pho­
tos to any MCTU officer, or, if you 
wish, you may send them to: 

Matt Evans, 
102 Baker Ave. 
Clarksburg, WV 26301 
With your photographs, we may be 

able 10 convince enough legislators to 
pass a badly needed timbering bill. 
Thanks for your help. 

Associate 30 50 
Sustaining 50 100 

100 
200 : 

: 
: 
~ 

• Representation through WVHC efforts to monitor legislative activity. 
Patron 100 200 400 
Mountaineer 200 300 600 

Name: . ~ 

Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Malee checks payable to: West Virginia Highlands Conservancy 1 

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy is a non-profit organiztion. Your contri­
bution is tax "deductible. Please keep this for your records. 

Dare: -------------------------------------------------

Amount--------------------------------------~-------
Check number: ----------------------------------------

Mail 10: P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321 J 

L---------------------------~~---------------------------~ 
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