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“1992-2002”

A conference and discussion of
the environmental movement in W.Va.

Where will West Virginia be in 19922 In'2002? -

That will the focus of a day-long conference, Saturday, July 20, 10
a.m, to 5 p.m., at the state 4-H Camp, Jackson’s Mill, near Weston. Cost
is $10, including lunch.

Norm Steenstra and Tom Rodd dreamed uj the day, sponsored by the
W.Va. Environmental Council and a newly formed “think tank” in
Morgantown, Mountaineer Policy Institute, so we can focus on a variety
of questions —

Whatare the economic trends? Demograplfics? What are our options?
‘What will our friends and opponents be up to? What can we do now, and
over the next decade, to get where we want to go? What can we learn
from other states? How do we build for the long haul? What are we going
to do in the 1992 elections?

Schedule

10 a.m. — Welcoming rcmarks and introduction, Cmdy Rank,

T

airmar ' Va. "l‘e'éh; Virgil Nor‘mn.
Chairman, Depariment of Resource Management, WVU; Rolf Martin,
Chemist, W.Va. State, and convenor of Earth Day Symposium; Michael
Wolcott, Assistant Professor of Forestry, WVU.

Noon — Sandwiches and conversation.

1 p.m. —*“Who's on First? What to do in the Ninety-two Elections.”
Panel chair: Norm Steenstra, W.Va. Environmental Council. Panelists:
Joe Simoni, W.Va. ACE-AFSCME, MOVE; David Grubb, W.Va.
CAG; Mark March, UMWA COMPAC; Paul Nyden, the Charleston
Gazette; Barbara Fleischauer, W.Va. NOW.

3 p.m.—“Power to the People: Possibilities and Pitfalls for Grassroots
Activism.” Panel Chair: Tom Rodd, Mountaineer Policy Institute.
Panelists: Caroline Carpenter, Benedum Foundation; Joe Szakos, Ken-
tuckians for the Commonwealth; Diane Bady, Ohio Valley Environmental
Council; Kate Long, activist and artist; John Alexander Williams,

Council.
4:30 p.m. — “What's Next? Conference Evaluation and Directions
for the Future.” Moderator; Jim Kotcon, W.Va. Sierm Club.
Formoreinformation, to pre-register,or to reserve a copy of the the
printed proceedings, write to: MPI, 264 r!!qﬁ , Morgantown, WV
26505; or call (304) 296-8611.

Summer Board 'Meeting

WVHC will piggy-back the Summer Board Meeting with "1992-
2002." Board Meeting will be Sunday, July 21, at Jackson's Mill State 4-
H Camp, beginning at 9 a.m.

scholar, Appalachian Studies; Missy Wolverton, W.Va. Environmental

LA tid

BUCKHANNON — Reports of
cyanide leaching from a massive
sawdust pile in southern Upshur
County have caused a lot of concern
for arearesidents and timber industry
proponents.

Water samples taken in March
from below the Rosewood Lumber
Company millin Cleveland (on Route
20 near the Upshur/Webster county
line) indicated 3.35 mi per
liter of cyanide —alevel 67 times the
stream standard in West Virginia.

Inlate May, Water Resources chief
Eli McCoy approved a plan to level
out most of the sawdust pile in hopes
of solving the toxic leachate problem.
McCoy approved the plan after a visit
to the Rosewood mill with Water
Resources inspector Ed King, who
first documented the problem.

Aseriesof pondsare setin benches
on a steep wooded hillside between
the Rosewood Lumber Company mill

Inside:

* Dioxin standards/Apple Grove Pulp and Paper, page 4.

* Spraying Coalition, page 7
* Minerals purchased in Mon Forest, page 6

* Corps says no to filling wetlands, DOH appeals, page 7.

* Coal Field Water Protection Act, page 8.

in Cleveland and the Left Fork of the
Right Fork of the Little Kanawha
River, a high quality trout stream
flowing through the valley below.

Rosewood created the ponds this
pastwinter to treat what they believed
to be very acid water running from
the sawdust pile.

“Nobody really goes down there,”

said John Lockwood of Rosewood
Lumber. “But during hunting season
one of our men was down there and he
told us all these trees are dying.”

Rosewood installed four small
ponds and, in some, began treatment
with soda ash briquettes to counter
the acidity.

Anacridodor greets visitors before
they reach the black water of the
ponds. Drifts of bubbles sit on the
surface of the water. As the sun rises
above the surrounding hills, activity
in the pond becomes noticeable.
Bubbles rise to the surface like a pot
at a slow boil.

“It’s trned septic,” said Water
Resouces Inspector King, who
seemed baffled by the situation.

He first inspected the area in
January aftera fisherman complained
about problems in the stream below.
Despite Rosewood’s ponds, the
stream was clearly affected for at
least a half mile downstream, he said.

“He had a sample of the water,”
King said. “I thought it must be con-
taminated, but he insisted he had
rinsed out the jar several times. It
smelled, well, very pungent.”

Whatever caused the pungentsmell
was in the pond, King learned when
he visited the site. Still, he was sur-

ONE OF SE‘I»’ERAL PONDS cﬂhbasfuphﬂk&dtm treat toxic water flowing from a huge sawdust pile at the
Rosewood Lumber mill on Cleveland Mountain, near the Upshur/Webster County line.

Sawdust pile leaches cyanide

pnsed

“I've never seen this kind of
leachate from a sawdust pile,” he
said.

Where the black water flows over
the hillside, leafless trees stand in
sharp contrast to the spring green
around them. On the far side of the
pond, the bottoms of small pools of
waterare stainedred. King estimated
the flow-at five to 10 gallons per
minute running down the hill.

Afluffy grey-green-white fungus
covers the ground where water flows
further down hill from the ponds.

“Ithasthe consistency of chicken
fat,” King said as he donned rubber
gloves to pick some up. “I don't
have any idea what it is.”

Water level is low in the pond
closest to the stream, but the black-
ened water continues to flow down
the hill, apparently from the bottom
of the impoundment.

Acting on a hunch, King asked
the lab 1o test for cyanide in those
first samples he took.

“Jt was justahunch,” the inspector
said,

King’s training is as a chemist
and he worked in the DNR lab be-

See Rosewood, page 5
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— ﬁm lhe heart af the mountaims —

by Cindy Rank
At the risk of becoming lazy about writing this column, I'd like to forgo my own words this
month and offer, instead, a commentary by our Voice editor, Mary Pat, which was written for the
local newspaper in Upshur County.

The piece was prompted by the events surrounding pollution of the Little Kanawha River by
cyanide leachate from a sawdust pile (see article on page one.)

Inand of itself that story points to one of the many problems associated with the wood products
industry that has yet to be solved by the voluntary programs now in place for that industry,

Mary Pat’s reflections, however, go beyond any single incident and are about some decper,
more pervasive attitudes that often underlie - and undercut - even the most well written and well
intentioned laws.

It's a guarantee that her words will strike a familiar chord in most of us.

(Ed.Note: Actually, I was most conscious of a conversation with John Schmidt of U S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, about wetkands in the section of Corridor H between Buckhannon and
Elkins when I wrote this, but obviously Rosewood Lumber and a few other things were stewing
in the back of my mind. mpp)

So much for law and order

by Mary Pat Peck

IMAGINE, IF YOU WOULD, a marijuana grower standing before Circuit Court Judge
Thomas Keadle....disputing whether he, or she, ought even be charged.

No remorse. No promise that it-will never happen again.

Instead, he argues that marijuana would be a boon 1o the depressed Upshur County economy.

Growing conditions are close to ideal. Otherwise wasted land could be put to use. It would
provide jobs, at wages much higher than the area average.
Cuhivm:smlauve!yeusy nwaddnmrequmdwfembmam;aemcldeslhucause such

OrODICIT

Secondary spin-off, inspired by the capital flowing into the county, would be tremendous.
It may not be your drug of choice, judge, but the demand is high. How can you stand in the way
of frec-enterprise and economic opportunity for the county?

There is little evidence that marijuana approaches the addictiveness of nicotine. Or that its use
has the same devastating effects on health as tobacco, or alcohol, for that matter.

And for those still not interested in drug-related riches, we could have a rope factory —
marijuana comes from the hemp plant, you know. First introduced to West Virginia during WWII,
to supply rope for the war effort.

So, whadda ya say, judge-0? What's to lose?

OR, IMAGINE A YOUNG MAN accused of stealing a car — a perfectly maintained older
model, which the owners, aolder couple, kept in their garage, Ithas been several years since either
of them drove, but occasionally on a Sunday afternoon they go out and sit in it and remember the
fun they had driving about when they were younger.

This isn’t a crime, judge. I liberated it. A car like that deserves to be on the road. It needs o
be on the road.

Actually, I tried to buy the car from those old folks, but they wouldn't sell. Offered them a good

ice for it, wo.

P?ywb&umw&y.ﬂwy'mlhccrﬁnm]s. Itis criminal 1o have a car like that and not drive
it. Really, judge, it's not fair that old folks like that should have this car. It justisn't fair. They don't
even drive.

OR, A WOMAN WAS ANXIOUS TO GET HOME ONENIGHT. She'shad adrink or two
more than she should have after work. In dense fog, a block from home, she’d hit a child riding
her bicycle home from Girl Scouts.

Really, judge, it"s all amistake — a great tragedy. I usually never drink when I'm driving. And
I really like children, especially this one. I know I've bought Girl Scout cookies from her every
time she asked.

It would be counter-productive to charge me with any criminal offense. No good would come
of it. It would just compound the tragedy. Instead, I'll pay for counselling for the girl’s parents.
And I promise to buy Girl Scout cookies from her sisters from now on. In fact, I'll increase my
order.

BIZARRE, outrageous, ridiculous?
Of course it i8. Yet, on another level, we accept, condone, even cheer, such lawlessness.

“Crime to many is not crime but simply a way of life. If laws are inconvenient, ignore them,
they don’t apply to you" — a reflection on the general lawlessness of human beings, from a
magistrate’s journal in one of Dick Francis® mysteri¢s.

1 ran into it over the weekend, as I indulged in a day of reading — just for fun. Curled up in
a rocker, or out under a tree, British mystery writer Dick Francis can provide a terrific escape.

See Law and Order, page 3
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Corridor H

Dear Editor:

It’s hard to value what we experience every-
day. So whenever I have out-of-state visitors,
make a point to drive them out to Seneca Rocks
along State Route 28,

My visitors are always amazed that I have
such astunning landscape virtually our my back
door — the bleached white cliffs, deep gorges,
wind carved rock formations, boulder strewn
rivers.

Their oohs and ahs help me avoid taking
such magnificent vistas for granted. I am re-
minded anew that West Virginia is one state
which truly reflects its motto: wild and won-
derful. Who would have it otherwise.

One of the proposed routes of the heralded
Corridor H is along this stretch of Highway 28,
and the very thought of it saddens me. Why
saddens, one might ask? Now many more people
will be able to discover and enjoy this view and
come to appreciate the grandeur of West Vir-
ginia. Why be selfish? Why be protective?
Besides, think of the money tourists bring with
them.

But I feet that a four-lane superhighway
along Seneca Rocks will diminish the view of
Seneca Rocks. There's a four-lane view and a
two-lane view, and once Seneca Rocks is a
four-lane view, with green signsoverhead saying

iy e

Dear Folks,

Thank you very much for putting out your
beautiful book on the Monongahela NF. We
have just returned from three days at Otter
Creek and found we knew virtually everything
we needed to know to get in and out. We did get
lost at one point, however, and I would like to
make a couple of suggestions for the next edi-
tion of your book.

I have already described the area where we
found difficulty to the ranger in great detail, and
his is taking measures to correct the problem,
but one small bit of information in your book
would have kept us from going astray, and that
is this: “there is a metal FS sign-in box at the
junction of Moore Run Trail and McGowan
Min trail.”

would diminish stunning landscape

SENECA ROCKS EXIT, TWO MILES, then it
won't be the same view anymore.

It will have been cheapened by having been
made too easy, too accessible. It will be more
tame, and being more tame, far less wonderful,
similar to the way a chicken is less wonderful
than a pheasant, or a steer far less interesting
than a wild buffalo.

I know from experience that when I'm
traveling on an interstate highway, the quality
of my involvement with the landscape deterio-
rates, becomes more passive and detached, less
interested and intimate. My focus becomes
straight ahead, the destination, not the jouney.

Worse than the loss of personal connection
to the landscape will be the flood of city refu-
gees such a superhighway will inevitably bring
to our region with it. Already we are a state that
is changing very fast. Farms are being broken
up by the hundreds and sold off in small plots.
New buildings go up in a few days. The side of
a mountain can be denuded of trees in a matter
of hours.

We are already changing very fast, but open
a superhighway through the center of our state,
and we will find ourselves quickly swamped by
the rate of change, to the point that our unique
character will be jeopardized.

Our local banks will become branches of

If T had known that, I would not have mis-
taken a similar-looking spot farther south on
McG Min trail for the Moore Run Trail. The
spot is supposed to be a westerly turn (while
proceeding north on McG Min trail), but looks
more like a T, so I went east

The ranger, Bill Woodland, said he would
geton itright away, but it would still be helpful
to know that there is a box at the proper spot (it
isunusual, since that spot is 1/4 mile in from the
FS324 entrance, where you expect the box 1o
be) so there would be no mistaking another spot
forit.

My other comments are more general. First,
please tell AAA your new P.O. Box address,
because forwarding time has expired on your
street address and that is all the AAA book lists.

city banks, our locally owned restaurants will
be squeezed out by the influx of plastic chain
restaurants, Everything will become more and
more generic.

And three of our state’s greatest qualities —
our spaciousness, our special local flavor, and
ourwilderness— will be lost forever. Ironically
the people streaming in will discover her the
very things they were trying to leave behind:
crowds, crime, lack of individuality, suspicion
of neighbors, noise, pollution, all of it.

Certainly it is not in the nature of West
Virginia to close its doors to immigration, as
fellow state, Oregon, has tried to do. We are too
generous a people to say, stay out, we don’t
want you. But an enlightened state policy must
ask: whom do we want to come here, to be hour
neighbors, and whom do we not want? Because
there’s not room for everybody.

Right now we have an excellent winnowing
device in our two-lane highways. Those who
can’t take the time, or who lack the intelligence
or spirit of exploration, to find their way 1o West
Virginia on well-kept two-lane roads, we don’t
really want here anyway.

This is not a reactionary stance. I’'m not
suggesting we go back to horse and buggy days
(though I can appreciate the Amish for ques-
tioning progress as an illusion). Rather this isa

g Guide made for a great trip

Fortunately I found your book ata backpacker’s
shop orI would nothave gotten it in time for our
trip because of the delay in finding our your
address.

Third comment — I guess for most of the
areas you describe, you use only the topo maps,
but for Otter Creek you include a very clear map
of the whole area (better than the FS pamphlet
one), but the trail numbers are not on it, only the
names, 50 it’s a little hard to use in that way.

Otherwise, keep up the good work!

Sincerely,
Rod Knight
Oberlin, OH

More Letiers,
Page 6

genuine conservative outlook which believes
when things are deteriorating around you (as
they clearly are in our cities), staying where we
are is the best way to move forward.

In 10 years, if we don’t spoil our landscape
(including our social landscape) in our greed for
a sudden “higher standard of living,” our state
will be the gem of the East. It already is, but
because we take it for granted we remain in the
darkness about its true value and our need to
protect it.

Once there’s a super-highway exit off Sen-
eca Rocks, for example, it's only a matter of
time before one will be viewing this natural
wonder through the ubiquitous golden arches as
part of the foreground.

Not everything that current political “wis-
dom” promotesis true progress or in the people’s
bestinterest. Allchange, growth inand of itself,
isnotnecessarily for the good, especially change
that is so rapid that it cannot be integrated into
old forms and traditions.

Iam convinced thatSmall town West Virginia
off exit ramps of a superhighway will never be
the same again. Will never be as interesting, as
unique, as colorful, as independent, as self-
reliant, as West Virginian ever again,

I think that’s the whole country’s loss.

ames L. Ralston, Instructor

July Voice Deadline
July 10

Letters, articles, reflections and re-
ports are always welcome (read that,
desperately hoped for). ¢

Whether a report on a wonderful
canoe trip, reflections onaquiet walk in
the woods, report on a book that moved
or informed you, or the latest of many
efforts to assure that our special places
remain special, the Voice isa great place
to share your insights with people who
share your values.

Send items for publication to:

Mary Pat Peck
36 Meade Street
Buckhannon, WV 26201,

from Page 2

Law and Order

But the words, “If laws are inconvenient, ignore them,”
repeated at intervals through the book, stuck with me. And struck
me as a description of modem, respectable society.

SOME TIME AGO, I listened to an area businessman relate
that he never obeyed the 55 mph speed limit on I-79 during a past
energy crisis. Aslong as he could afford the gasoline and the fine,
he rationalized, he was going to drive at the highway’s design
speed of 80 mph. .

His listeners, mostly elected officials sworn to uphold the
laws of the state, seemed to think his attitude made perfect sense.

If laws are inconvenient, ignore them.

AFTER TWO YEARS of trying to ignore federal law re-
garding preservation of wetlands, state officials will be forced to
re-align a section of Corridor H between Buckhannon and
Elkins. A two-year delay is expected.

Iftwo years ago state officials and local business interests had

gotten behind obeying the law, instead of looking for ways to get
around it, construction of the Buckhannon to Elkins section of
Corridor H would be right on track.

Want to take odds on who we all will blame? My money is on
those who upheld the law, as they are swomn to do. In this law-
abiding community, their names will be mud.

A FEW YEARS AGO, a local oil and gas company was
caught pumping into a small stream the toxic brine that results
from gas-well drilling. Proper disposal of the brine is expensive.

The company paid a nominal fine after they were permitted
10 plead to negligently discharging the brine. That is, they
negligently laid hose from the brine pit to the stream, acciden-
tally attached pumps to it, and somehow, the pumps got turned
on.
Those charged with taking the case to court said they couldn’t
see criminal prosecution of respectible businessmen who pro-
vided jobs in the community.

If laws are inconvenient, ignore them.

SAWMILL OPERATORS, timber industry advocates and
state regulators alike are horrified at the notion that criminal or
civil penalities might attend the discharge of cyanide from a

. sawdust pile into waters of the state.

The owners are cooperative. They didn’t mean to doit. What
value will it serve to bring charges?

No matter that they had not adhered to the voluntary guide-
lines for sawdust disposal — voluntary guidelines that industry
officials insist are far more useful than regulations. No matter
that the non-compliance was the cause of the toxic discharge and
therefore of the destruction of streamlife for a considerable
distance, and possible impacts on drinking water downstream.
No matter that the discharge violated the law.

They are cooperative, and they didn’t mean 1o do it.

If laws are inconvenient, ignore them.
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Water Resources considers dioxin standards

From three-piece suits
to cut-off jeans
by Frank Young

“I’ve never seen a room with so many shirts and ties. They 're all here. This
is the big one; the best attended — everyone of us is more concerned — they
hire more and more lawyers to counter us. They are paid hundreds of dollars
per hour to ask you to lower our standards.”

So said Norm Steenstra, W.Va. Citizen Action Group’s Environmental
Coordinator following a well-attended meeting of the Wesl Virginia Water
Resources Board June 20 in Charleston.

Steenstra and about 60 others had just endured a more than three hour long
meeting that hot summer evening. The purpose of the public hearing was 1o
consider industry’s request that permitted dioxin discharge level into streams
be increased nearly 100 time the board’s current and the EPA recommended
level of .13 parts per quadrillion.

The primary push of the 1.2 parts per quadrillion of the poison came from
representatives of the W.Va. Chamber of Commerce and the W.Va. Manu-
facturers Association and several others (seven suits and ties total) all
speaking for Apple Grove Pulpand Paper Corporation. The company proposes
to build the largest pulp and paper plant in North America on the Ohio River
in Mason County. They argue they need the higher dioxin discharge permits
to operate such a facility.

But the seven industry stuffed-suits were not the only one’s making pleas
to the Water Resources Board.

Sixteen others, from suitand tie"d lawyer Stuart Caldwell with the Tri-State
Building and Construction Trades Council, to Matthew Bennettand Christopher
Schmill (wearing cut-off jeans) with the Student Environmental Action
Commitiee (SEAC) all opposed the increased dioxin discharges.

Most advocated a zero discharge standard for dioxin, citing the already
heavy concentrations of dioxins in the Ohio, Kanawha, Pocatalico, and lower
Potomac river fish populations.

Judging by the applause given most of the those who spoke in favor of the
lower or mdlschmge levels, about three-fourths of the sixty or so people

_ 1 . ero | Noneofmel.

Such an ou!pomng of pubhc senumam was pmnously unheard of at
hearings of the Water Resources Board, Steenstra said.

Perhaps the most welcomed environmental speaker was attorney Caldwell,
who said he represented “over 44,000 tradesmen and their neighbors worried

about your rules possibly increasing the amounts of carcinogens from 510 8
1/2 times the present levels” in adjusting discharge levels from the present
“low water mark” to the “harmonic mean flow” in a new proposal level.

Of the change in flow-level proposal, Caldwell said, “Call it what it is; call
it the rule to increase the risk of cancer in W.Va."”

Industry’sseven spokesmen called current levels*“unnecessarily stringent” -

and talked of West Virginia being in “acompetitive position with other states.”

“We cannot be more restrictive than other states.... Safety does not require
the absence of all risk,” said industry attomey David Flannery. ;

This writer was most confused by Dr. R.B. Reger, who identified himself
as a “research professor of occupational medicine.” Reger first said that
dioxinsare associated with liver function impairment, cancer, and the mutation
of cellular DNA.

Reger started out by saying thatno particular level of dioxins are advocated,
but ended up saying that dioxin levels of 1,000 times EPA recommendations
is acceptable!

This writer believes that Reger’s testimony was an effort by industry to
totally confuse the board members so they would be receptive to the less-
confusing, but none the less one-sided, industry propaganda which proceeded
Reger’s confusing oratory.

Steven Schatzon and Dr. Russell Keenan, who represent Apple Grove Pulp
and Paper, spoke of their support of “appropriate” water quality standards.
States should use “great flexibility” in determining risk levels and dioxin
discharges, they said.

A “pathway review” suggests that dioxin may not be a carcinogen at all,
Keenan said.

“It must be clear to all of us that there is no right or wrong number for
dioxin,” Schatzon said.

Speakers on the side of environmental protection included Vance Packard,
who writes and publishes a unique and unconventional tabloid, National
Sacrifice Zone.

We have “compromised enough on our river systems,” Packard said.

Even now, he continued, he can’t fish as much as he’d like on the Ohio
River due to chlordane and PCB contamination of fish, and listed sever fish
that no longer live in the Ohio River because of industrial contamination.

Donnie Gillespie of Mason County gave board members several articles
from the Tallahassee Democrat and the Alabama Journal that detail the
spoiling of Alabama and Florida rivers by pulp and paper mills.

advocaies of

Fact Sheet #11,

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition
P.O. Box 970

Proctorville, Ohio

West Virginia Timber: A History

In 1870, more than 10 million acres of virgin-forest
covered West Virginia. By 1900, much of the com-
mercial timber was owned by out-of-state companies
who promised jobs and prosperity to local communi-
ties selected for saw mills.

Labor organizer Fred Mooney, writing of his youth
in the backwoods of Kanawha County, pointed out that
residents’ initial elation later tumed to “bitterness and
chagrin” at the devastation caused by unregulaied
timbering.

The long interval between the welcoming of
“progress” and disillusionment that followed made
reversal of logging damage appear hopeless.

Al the peak of logging activity in 1909, 83 band
mills and 1441 other operations existed in the state.
With the growth of the timber industry, laws were
passed to protect the mostly out-of-state companies.

From 1879 to 1912, more than 85 percent of the total
timber land in the state had been logged. Much of the
remaining forest was destroyed by fires, as the carelessly
logged areas formed a tinderbox of left-over branches
and tree tops.

According to Roy Clarkson, “Throughout the state,
lumbering and its insidious camp follower, fire, re-
duced the grandeur of the mgmal forest to a rubble of

g sucks and bare stone.’

'pasmmlandwcrcmwd thmetyplcalwasan ugly
stubble, deterioration of land quality through erosion
and silted streams. Once a land of beauty, West Virginia
had become a place of ugliness. An economic bust
followed the boom as mills ran out of fodder for their
saws and closed. Previously bustling logging com-
munities turned into ghost towns. .

West Virginia Timber: Today

After more than 50 years of regrowth, WestL
Virginia’s forests are ripe again for harvest and the rate
of logging is increasing. The question becomes, have
weleamodomlessomﬁnmlhepm‘?!inwmmmlahas
argue that West Virginia's current regulalory structure
cannot prevent the overcutting and environmental
damage which plagued the earlier logging boom.

No specific laws in West Virginia deal with timber
operations per se. Based on history, such laws are
necessary. Other major timber producing states have
enacted comprehensive forest practice laws and the
industry in those states prospers. Both the West Virginia
timber industry and West Virginia Division of Forestry
Director Bill Gillespie oppose mandatory timber laws
and regulations.

Timber and Apple Grove Pulp and Paper

Timber regulation in West Virginia is especially
pressing with development of the proposed Apple
Grove Pulp and Paper mill along the Ohio River in

Apple Grove Pulp and Paper:
Timber in West Virginia

Mason County. Apple Grove would be the largest
pulp and paper mill in North America. To feed this
mill, between 50,000 and 100,000 acres of trees,
mostly hardwoods, would be required yearly.

Greenpeace Intemnational and local activists have
questioned whether this type of mill is needed, given
the abundance of pulp products and the growing
demand for recycled rather than virgin paper. Current
regulations cannot protect the state’s forests, wateror
air quality against a logging boom or from environ-
mental damage from pollutants emitted during the
pulping process.

Few laws exist to regulate the pulp plant, that's
why they are coming to West Virginia.

Virgin pulp mills are notorious producers of di-
oxins, some of the most toxic chemicals ever created
(See OVEC Fact Sheet #12). As an indications of
toxicity, the U.S. EPA standards for dioxindischarges
into water are 0.013 parts per quadrillion. In laymans
terms, that equals 1.3 cents per $1,000 trillion.

Apple Grove developers have requested that West
Virginia regulators increase dioxin discharge stan-
dards into water by 100 fold.

West Virginia Timber: The Future
It is clear that West Virginia’s maturing forests
will be increasingly logged, yet many regulators and
legislators resist the idea of requiring registration of
logging jobs and use of Best Management Practices
by the industry. Sustained multiple-use values of
forest resources must also be considered.
'lauon was '#U' sed in 1991 but failed. A

langmshed in the leglslature for 18 years also faxlad
According to Huntington columnist Dave Peyton,

“If it takes a decade 1o get timber laws, the state’s

timber and half of the soil will be gone forever.”

Sources

William, John. 1984. West Virginia: A History.
W.W. Norton & Co. New York.

Clarkson, Roy. 1964. Tumult on the Mountains.
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“Avoiding tumult on the mountains: Planning for the
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Sciences meeting:

McEntee, Sheila. 1991. “DNR says timbering in
WV must be regulated” GR.E.E.N. WV Environ-
mental Council, Dec. Jan.

Fowler, Monty, 1991. “Plans for Mason County
pulp mill attracting Greenpeace’s attention™ The
Herald-Dispatch, Huntington, WV Feb. 17.

Kroesa, Renate. 1990. The Greenpeace guide to
paper. Greenpeace USA, Wash. DC.

Feldhake, Charlie. 1991. “Good soil erosion bill
could present tough fight this year” GR.E.EEN. WV
Environmental Council, Dec./Jan.

Peyton, Dave. 1991.“Once more realities of politics
swamped WV legislature” Herald-Dispatch. Hun-
tington, WV. March 11.

While much of industry’s propaganda centered around
risk-assessment, Brian Hagenbuch of Ohio Valley Envi-
ronmental Coalition told Water Resources Board members,
“Risk assessment is not an exactscience; itisa government
method for permitting discharge of toxics.”

No new dioxin-producing industries should be per-
mitted, Hagenbuch added, and those presently operating
should be phased out within five years.

Connie Lewis of the League of Women Voters said the
lowerlevels of dioxinrecommended by EPA are “the most
defensible.”

Water is a basic need,” said Christopher Schmill of
Student Environmental Action Coalition. The issueinthe
hearing, he added, is “short-term gratification versus
long-term sustainability.”

Matthew Bennett, also of SEAC, opposed dioxin
discharges above the EPA recommendation. Bennett
advocated zero discharge. Citing the present level of
pollutionin the OhioRiver, Bennett said, “This isa matter
of life and death.”

See Dioxin, page 5



Rosewood

from page one

fore taking the job as field inspector,
His hunch combined the damage from
the very acidic water flowing down
the hill and the fact that Rosewood
cuts a fair amount of cherry.

“I knew that if cattle or goats or
whatever eat wilted cherry leaves they
can die,” King said.

At the mill about a week before
McCoy's meeting withcompany rep-
resentatives, the mill operator was
reluctant to permit entry to see the
sawdust pile, which King estimated
at 30,000 cubic yards in size.

“T was advised not to let you,”
John Lockwood said when asked for
permission 1o see it
» .The pile grew 1o its present pro-
portions in the last three years,
Lockwood said, when the charcoal
plant at Parsons stopped taking saw-
dust.

During that time someone has set
fire 1o the sawdust pile three times,
Lockwood said. He believes those
fires, plus whatever smoldering has
continued in the massive pile, is re-
sponsible for the toxic leachate.

Few foresters credited reports of
cyanide coming from a sawdust pile.

At a workshop two years ago for-
esters were assured that nothing toxic
could come from sawdust or bark,
said Bob Whipkey, assistant admin-
istrative forester for the Forestry Di-
mi.luijh Wcsl Vupma Depart-

= "Iscrlou.sly duuhuhus[rumthc

_ breakdown of any of the wood,” said
‘Whipkey. The forester eyen doubts if
the chemical analysis is accurate, but
if it is, Whipkey said, he doesn't be-
lieve itis from the sawdust

“I'm sure it will be tracked out that
there's something in that pile other
than wood,” Whipkey said. He
guessed that toxic drainage from a
sawdust pile would only result if old
batteries or vehicles were covered up
by sawdust.

Initial response was the same from
Dr. Doug Gardner, wood chemist at
West Virginia University's Division
of :

“My first thought would be to ask
what was on the site before they put
the sawdust there,” Gardner said. A
small amount of cyanide might be a
by-product of combustion, Gardner
said, but it would probably be too
small to detect.

The wood chemist changed his
mind after checking a book on ex-
tractives from Eastem Hardwoods.
Cyanogenic glycosides are present in
the tissue of the Prunus species, which
includes cherry trees, Gardner said.

Under acid conditions free hydrogen £

cyanide could be leached from saw-
dust and bark.
“I wouldn't have thought it,”

Gardnersaid. “It"sone of those things

you wouldn’t think would happen —

unless you sitdown and think aboutit

awhile."”

While admitting a problem, John
Lockwood doesnotbelieve the stream
has been severely degraded.,

“We caught fish in there last week

below where this is coming in,”
Lockwood said. “Four or five nice
om_“

DNR sampling showed dramatic &
decrease in acid-sensitive stream life
downstream, King said. In mid-May,
the Mountaineer Chapter of Trout
Unlimited decided not to stock trout
downstream because of the condition
of the stream.

Rosewood intends to resolve the
problems, Lockwood said.

“Whatever it is, we're going (0
take care of it and make it okay,"” he
said.

They have stop adding sawdust to
the pile, since they were contacted by
DNR, Lockwood said. They have also
begun hauling out some of it. At that
point they had taken out 80-100 cubic
yards, he said, and will continue 0
haul it away.

His father, Raymond Lockwood,
secrelary-treasurer of the company,
is coordinating the clean-up.

“I think the problem will be taken
care of by spreading out the pile,” the
senior Lockwood said.

The problem is solvable, he said,
but the entire clean-up will take some
time, he said. In a proposal to the
state, he estimated it would take until
October to finish the job of moving
the 30,000 cubic yard pile, bat he
hehem lhe toxic run-off can be

have workers cut through the middle
of the pile and put in a culverts. The
company has located about at least
seven wet-weather springs along the
bench where the sawdust will be
spread and they are prepared to install
culverts to channel water under the
pile, rather than through it.

Like his son, Raymond Lockwood
believes the water toxicity is related
to fires in the pile, but he can’t ac-
count for the presence of cyanide,

*“As far as [ know, there’s nothing
to produce cyanide,” John Lockwood
said

*I"'m as much an environmentalist
as anyone,” Lockwood said. “This
thing is a disaster, but we're going to
take care of it. We have t0.”

In addition 1o scattering the saw-
dust, Rosewood will monitor water
several times and check on water
quality in two wells at the community
of Cleveland just downstream, said

Lockwood.

*1 figure we'll have it taken care of
by October,” Raymond Lockwood
said. “Maybe sooner if we put a little
more shovel into it. I think we can
solve the problem (of toxic runoff)
sooner."”

When he ititially discovered the
problem, King ordered Rosewood to
stop storing sawdust. They now haul-
ing it to the Kingsford charcoal plant
in Parsons,

does not anticipate assessing any civil

DEADTREES inthe path of toxic water stand in sharp contrast to the
spring green of surrounding trees.
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WATER RESOURCES INSPECTOR ED KING 1onned rubber gloves fo
check out afungus growing where water flowed down the hill,

or criminal penalties against Rose-
wood. The company will have to dis-
mantle the sawdust pile, stop the dis-
charge, and sample the stream three
times between now and October.
"We have no interest in simply
being punitive,” McCoy said. "No
one’s happy about this, but the DNR

of business."
McCoy believes that the stream
and the extremely acid water are no

longer pouring into it.

"With the winter and spring flows
we should see a return of aquatic life.
It will rapidly repopulate from up-
stream, " he said,

Raymond Lockwood was pleased
with theonlcomeofh:smwungmm

“II cvu'yooe does what they say
they'll do there will be no problems,”
Raymond Lockwood said.

[ ] L]
Dioxin

Bill Ragette of Putnam County
advocates a zero discharge level. Al-
luding to present dioxin levels in fish,
Ragette said, “They (industry) try to
tell us how to cut our fish — how o
eat it — so that they can make more
profir.”

Keith Taylor, President of the Isaac
Walton League, spoke of already too
heavy dioxin discharges and odorous
smells from pulp and paper mill stacks,
He also talked about the conflicting
claims made by Apple Grove’s par-
ent company, Alabama Pulp and Pa-
per, about the potential for environ-
mental pollution from facilities like
that proposed for Apple Grove.

(Taylor has promised this writer a
full text of his remarks with details of
hisclaims about the conflicting claims
— see next month’s Voice for more
about this.)

The Ohio River is already heavily
polluted said Missy Woolverton, who
worksat W.Va. Citizen Action Group.,
She urged the board to “hang tough”
in spite of political pressure she was
sure they must endure.

WVHC President Cindy Rank,
coming across as one dispensing
motherly advice, told the board
WVHC supports the EPA recom-
mended standard, but that she pre-
ferred zerodischarge of dioxins. Zero
discharge would promote better tech-

from page four

nology, she said, echoing earlier
statements that industry should be
forced to use technology of the 1990s,
instead of the 1950s.

Perry McDaniel, president of the
W.Va. Environmental Council, urged

“no less stringent™ standards that the
EPA recommendations. McDaniel,
who was at one time a forester, said
the pesticide 2.4,5,T wasbanned years
ago because dioxin was a by-product
of the production. Despite protests
that 2,4,5,T was a vital, irreplacable
product, McDaniels said, alternatives
were developed.

Paper products can be manufac-
tured without chlorine and dioxins,
said McDaniels, Woolverton and
others. They believe it isjusta matter
of requiring the use of more modemn
technology.

In summing up the positions of the
16 speakers who favored lower or
zero dioxin discharge limits, W.Va.
CAG Environmental Coordinator
Norm Steenstra perhaps said it best.

“Wedocare.... We're looking at a
holistic approach.... Industry is ok if
they play by our rules, notby therules
they set and ask us to make for their
benefit.”

According to the Water Resources
Board Chairman, a final proposal and
rationale document is to be formu-
lated in mid-August.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Another view of Greenbrier
River Trail permit process

Dear Editor:

The recent (May 1991) Highlands Voice
article regarding the West Virginia Trail Alert
mentioned that further delaystothe rehabilitation
of the Greenbrier River Trail are being attributed
to the Corps of Engineers (Corps) and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service).

Asstated in the article, the Corps is requiring
a permit for the project because it no longer

qualifies as emergency work associated with
the 1985 flood. I would like to shed some light

~ on the present situation and why the Service is

concemed with the proposed work.

The Greenbrier River Trail is in the Federal
Railbank. The West Virginia Division of Parks
must maintain the trail as a railroad right-of-
way to be in compliance with P.L. 94-210, the
Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform
Act. If not, ownership of the right-of-way would
revert to adjacent landowners.

The Division of Parks held a meeting on
May 17 1o discuss their proposed project with
state and federal resource and regulatory
agencies. Nineteen sections of the trail, ranging
in length from 500 feet to 5350 feet, would
require the placement of rock fill out into the
Greenbrier River an average of 17 feet.

In order to do this, all riparian i
(Mm)wwldhembhedmdcm

mly?.ﬁ mllﬂof(immbnermvu'

deep hohs lhat are excellem ﬁshencs hahml
Other sites consist of moderately to well-veg-
etated riparian/wetland plant communities that
have reclaimed the once flood-damaged
shoreline.

Federal guidelines [Section404 (b) (1) of the
Clean Water Act] requires that non-water de-

pendent activities requiring the placement of
fill in waters of the United States(rivers, streams,
lakes, wetlands, etc.) can only be permitted if
the proposed activity is the least environmen-
tally damaging alternative.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service iskeenly
aware of the recreational importance of the
Greenbrier River Trail and the requirements of
the Railroad Revitalization and Reform Act
The Service is also aware of the tremendous
biological and recreational importance of the
Greenbrier River and its associated fish and
wildlife habitat.

Our job is 1o evaluate fish and wildlife im-
pacts associated with projects requiring federal
permits and provide our assessment of those
impacits to the permilting agency.

The Division of Parks" proposed construc-

tion methods are the leastcostly butcouldcause .

s:g:ﬂﬁcmuchmagcmlhuhﬂaqmmymm
At the May 17, 1991 meeting, 1 asked the
‘Division of Parks toconsider alternative methods
of railbed rehabilitation that would not require
ﬂ\epcnnancmaltcmmofncadycnghmuksof
riparian, nearshore, and instream fish and
wildlife habitat.

Official Depa:mmoflhelnm-ﬁshand
Wildlife Service comments will be submitted in
_response o the anuclpawd Cmps (Hunungton
maccm'

Anyone wnh oomemaregsdmg ﬂm ptopc!
is encouraged 1o comment on the public notice
when itcomes out. The Service remains hopeful
that fish and wildlife resources can be protected
while allowing for the rehabilitation of the trail.

John E. Schmidt
Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Mon Forest minerals bought

Purchase will protect Cran-
berry and adjacent areas from
mining and related water qual-
ity damage.

by Skip Deegans

The Trust of Public Land (TPL), a non-profit
16,248 acres of minerals in the Monongahela
National Forest.

Known as the Hewitt property, most of the
purchased minerals are in the Cranberry
Backcountry and adjacent to the Cranberry and
Cherry Rivers. TPl will now sell the minerals to
the U.S. Forest Service.

Chrisanne Worthington, Associate Director
of TPL, successfully cut the deal after several

_ years of negotiations. TPL had an option which
tied up the minerals. Sale was contingent on a
Forest Service agreement to buy them from
TPL. Late in the negotiations, the regional of-
fice of the Forest Service balked, and would not
approve the sale.
tions, including the West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy, rallied to convince the Forest
Service to approve the sale. U.S. Representa-
tive Nick Rahall was particularly outraged,

since he had obtained federal fund to buy the
property. At the last minute, the Forest Service
approved the purchase.

The mineral purchase was an important step
in the continued protection of other valuable
resources including area rivers,

Recent coal mining in the Hewitt tract had
not been done responsibly and was causing
water pollution. West Virginia Department of
Energy revoked permits and forfeited reclama-
tion bonds for two mining companies operating
in the tract, Rabbit Run Energy Co. and J.L.
Mullens Coal Co.

Mike Hewitt, one owner of the the mineral
tract, asked Office of Surface Mining (OSM)
for a determination that he had valid existing
rights to strip mine the coal. Although OSM
eventually determined Hewitt did not have the
right to strip mine, conservationists feared the
courts might overturn OSM’s decision, or that
OSM might at some time in the future change
the standard for determining a coal company's
rights to strip mine in national forests.

The Cranberry and Cherry rivers are under
consideration by the Forest Service for desig-
nation as Wild and Scenic Rivers. Both are two
of West Virginia most popular trout streams,
and TPL’s purchase of the Hewitt tract bodes
well in WVHC's continued efforts o protect
these rivers from mining pollution.

Commentary by Andrew Maier
on West Virginia Public Radio

of the five biggest landfills in the country.
Now, the line being peddied by the dump's
supportersisthat noone down thereis against
it. That, in fact, they're actually eager to
become the trash can of the East. The area’s
delegates and senators, and even the gover-
nor have been spouting this like it was gos-
pel.

Well, as Gomer Pyle used tosay, “Surprise,
Surprise.” The people down there not only
oppose the mega-dump, they’re hot about it.
They've discovered that Philadelphia guy
hasn’t been quite straight with them, Now
there’s a shocker.

It seems that instead of dumping “house-
hold garbage only,” the plan is w dump
incinerator ash, residual waste and sewage
sludge. McDowell folks have a shorter word
forthatlaststuff, and even those who wouldn’t
mind being used as a trash can draw the line
at being used as a toilet. They’ve also dis-
covered that the big promises of jobs, which
have soared o 400, may actually be only 25.

The McDowell folks are also worried
about “the foot in the door.” Afier all, once

May 30, 1991
. - Iwasdownin I Countyrecently, the dump’s in, it could ask the DNR for
where a Philade] man wanistobuildone  permission to take hazardous waste. Now,

I'm not saying the Caperton administration
would ever say yes, but undera Governor like
Arch Moore, a small cash payment and all
bets are offl

And if this dump is supposed (o attract
more development, how come the FBI, with
its 2,500 jobs, says it won't come 1o
Clarksburg if a landfill 1/10 the size of the
McDowell dump expands? McDowell folks
see that this would be a cap on all future
development, not an incentive.

And, from what I've heard, McDowell’s
elecied officials are in for a surprise of their
own, | hope they recall that the supporters of
a huge nuclear dump for McDowell are all
out of office, or in jail. The voters don’t like
itone bit when the delegates and senators tell
one story at home and a very different one in
Charleston, like when they say “everyone
wants it” but then they fight tooth-and-nail to
stop a referendum vote on it.

I wonder why they wouldn't want people
to vote on it? Could it be that there actually is
opposition down there? Could a majority be
against the dump? Surprise, Surprise.

Summer Board Meeting, 9 a.m., July 21,
Jackson's Mill State 4-H Camp

Monongahela
National Forest

Hiking Guide,
Fifth Edition

by Bruce Sundquist
and Allen de Hart

with the cooperation
of the Monongahela

National Forest staff
and numerous hikers

“The fifth edition is 320 pages and includes:

* classic West Virginia hiking areas like the

Allegheny Trail, Outer Creek, Spruce Knob

Blue Bend, Dolly Sods and more;

* detailed descriptions of 164 hiking trails
covering 780 miles;

* 60 maps;
* 39 black and white scenic photos;
* hiking and safety tips;

* conservation concems.

To order your copy of the Monongahela
National Forest Hiking Guide send $9.95 10:

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
P.O. Box 306
Charleston, WV 25321

Please include $1.50 for shipping and
handling. West Virginia residents include
$.60 sales 1ax. ($11.45, or $12.05 in W.Va.)

I have included a check or money
order for the amount of § to the
WVHC for __copies of the Monongahela
National Forest Hiking Guide.

Name;

Address:

City:

State




CHARLESTON —West Virginia
Division of Highways (DOH) offi-
cials want o split the difference when
it comes to avoiding wetlands in the
stretch of Corridor H between Buck-
hannon and Elkins.

State Highway Commissioner Fred
VanKirk said he will appeal the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ rejection
of a permit to place fill in one of two
sizable wetlands along the route.
VanKirk, instead, is suggesting

-+ changes in the original plans that

would reduce to 18 acres, the 37 acres
of wetlands which would have been
impacted with the original alignment.

A meeting between the Corps of
Engineers, DOH, and state and fed-
eral resource agencies is set for July
10, according to E. Raymond
Beringer, chief of the Regulatory
Branch for the Corps in Pittsburg.

Earlier this month, Colonel Harold
F. Alvord, district engineer for the
Corps of Engineers, denied the DOH
request to fill wetlands in the path of
the Appalachian Corridor.

“I have determined that the place-
ment of fill imolhewetlmdsinm-
nection with the proposed hi
construction is contrary 10

ncablc allcmauves exist,” Alvord.

informed VanKirk in a letter dated
June 4,

“I support construction of this
highway and recognize the benefits
to the citizens of West Virginia,"
Alvord continued.

Hepromised the Corps cooperation
in expediting the permit process for a
practicable aliernative to this section
of Corridor H.

VanKirk now proposes to relocate
the road around wetlands associated
with a beaver dam along Laurel Run
near Talbolt in Barbour County just
north of the Randolph County line.
He wants to maintain the original
alignment though asection about three

The alternate plan DOH devel-
oped, but does not want o use Lo
avoid the first wetlands past Kesling
Mill Road, would require relocation

of seven homes, VanKirk said.

The original alignment appears o
meander through much of a long
narrow wetland area. DOH is willing
to modify one Secondary road
crossing, VanKirk said, to move it
out of the wetland. The slopes of
some fills might also be modified 10
reduce the impact.

These wetlands are shrub swamp
and wet forest land, said John Schmidt
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
This type of wetland is characterized
by saturated soils, rather than stand-
ing water, Schmidt said, and the
biological diversity of these particu-
lar wetlands is very good.

Although VanKirk has affirmed a
willingness to mitigate the damage
by creating new wetlands, Schmidt
questions whether it is possible.

“I"ve never seen it," Schmidt said
about successful construction of a
shrub swamp/forested wetland. “If it
were the beaver dam, well, that’s the
easiest kind to replace.”

The present situation stems from
changes in federal law since plans for
the highway were drawn up more

“In July 1989 we were out there
discussing this because of the wetlands
in Buckhannon bypass,” Schmidt said.
“Al that time the understanding was
“we'll work this out here, but show us
the rest of the alignment so we can
look at it and anticipate any further

Six months later, when all the
agencies finally got out for a field
review of the alignment between the
bypass and Elkins, they discovered
42.42 acres of wetlands,

In May 1990, DOH provided the
resource agencies with alternatives o
gmng through the wetlands, includ-
ing alignment shifts and construction
adjustments. Compared to the total
cost of the original alignment, the
bestalternative would have costabout
2 percent more, Schmidt said.

“DOH showed us an alternative
which would avoid 90 percent of the

ckmmim exist.
impacts,” Schmidt continued. “We
came away feeling we worked out the
problems in advance. Then in the fall
1990, DOH submitted an application
to the Corps to fill 37 acres of wet-
lands,”

Schmidt is frustrated that the
alignment continues to be a problem.

“DOH has worked with us on nu-
merous projects. They know our po-
sition, They know our statutory re-
sponsibility,” Schmidt said. “Wet-
lands are high quality fish and wild-
life habitar.”

DOH's decision to ask for a permit
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Corps denies DOH request to fill wetlands,
VanKirk appeals Corrldor H decision

to fill even though other alicrnatives
existed “didn’t seem like an effective
use of resources,” Schmidt said.

“We're all the losers,” he contin-
ved. “The delay takes the road out of
construction for more time and the
wetlands issue gets putin a bad light.
It’s a shame. We over here in Elkins
would like the road built.”

It has been almost two years since
the first problems surfaced with
wetlands in the Buckhannon bypass,
Schmidt said. If DOH had started
looking along the Buckhannon to
Elkinsroute for alternatives that would

g kst be evelded, since gracical

comply with the law, the road could
be under construction today, he said.

Bob Neill of the permit section of
the Corps of Engineers agreed.

“We takeno great pride indenying
this permit,” Neill said.

DOH drew up practical alterna-
tives, but then apparently rejected
them

“The highway department didn’t
want to change the plans,” Neill said.
“We didn’t want to deny this permit,
but we didn’t have an alternative. It
didn’t comply with the law.”

West Virginia needs a timbering bill

by Matt Evans

reprinted from The Mountaineer Monitor,
newsletter of Mountaineer Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Spraying Coalition to document
spraying abuse in West Virginia

The Coalition (between the West Virginia Environmental Council
and West Virginia Greens) to re-examine herbicide/pesticide spraying
is now maintaining a database to record spraying abuses. A two-page
spraying incldem form isavailable to ciﬁmw&n have bem aﬂ'ected'

condiﬁom,llvestock or crop damgeare exmplesdadmaprayinu’f
events, The Coalition’s goal is to force a re-examination of spraying
in West Virginia.

For a free copy of the documentation form, call or write Spraying
Coalition, 1324 Virginia St. E., Charleston, WV 25301, 346-5891.

As you may be aware, the State of West Virginia does
not have any regulation over the timbering of trees. The
removal of trees can result in enormous damage 0 our
ecosystem. Consider the following facts:

* The number one pollution source to West Virginia
streams is soil and sediment runoff.

* Approximately 50% of West Virginia streams can't
sustain fish habitat due to pollution sources.

* A primary source of sediment pollution is logging.

* There are more miles of logging roads in the United
States than Interstate Highways.

* West Virginia loggers have no requirements over
runoff control, road-bed grades, land restoration re-
quirements, elc.

Consequently, it is imperative that the State of West
Virginia pass a “timbering” bill in order to protect our
natural ecosystems — namely the forests and the streams.

Other Appalachian states, such as Maryland and Penn-
sylvania, require “best management practices” from
logging operators. Unfortunately, West Virginia has no
such requirements.

Best Management Practices (BMPs) mandate certain
requirements, such as road grades not exceeding 20 per-
cent slope, water bars for sediment control, shut-down of
logging operations during snow melt or heavy rains, etc.,
etc., etc. BMPs also require soil control plans with each
permit and annual BMP course training prior to issuance
of an operator’s license. All of these requirements are
paramount in protecting our fragile ecosystem. That is
why Trout Unlimited needs your help...

... and WE NEED YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS!

See Timber bill, page 8
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Coal Field residents want water protection

Questions and Answers from the Citizens Coal Council

July Voice
deadline:

This year, the Citizens Coal Council, a nationwide organization of citizens groupsin America’s
coal fields, is asking Congress to enact the Coal Field Water Protection and Enforcement Act.
When we decided we needed a new law, we knew this would raise new questions. Here are our

answers to the most important questions.

Is this new law needed?

Absolutely. The Department of Interior’s Office of Surface Mining itself
admits that the current law doesn’t adequately empower the agency to protect
water supplies. Yet, itisa virual certainty that any form of coal mining — strip
mining, conventional underground mining or the new “longwall” method —
threatens water, Federal mining law currently regulates land reclamation with
far more power and clarity than it does protection of water supplies. We know
that there are thousands of unremedied water violations across the country
which occur every year.

How is water threatened by mining?

Strip mining can destroy or pollute wells and other forms of surface and
ground water. Underground mining can disrupt or pollute aquifers and ground
' water, as well as create cracks that swallow or diminish both standing and
flowing surface water supplies.

Do we need more regulation of the coal industry?

There are between 25,000 and 30,000 unabated violations of federal and
state mining laws registered in the computerized “Applicant/Violator Sys-
tem" that is run by the Office of Surface Mining. This statistic stands as
testament to the need for more aggressive and continuous enforcement
oversight of the industry. We see further reason for stronger measures o
control law-breakers in the coal industry in the recent national scandal over
frandulent coal dust testing,

As Labor Secretary Lynn Martin commented, “I am appalled by the
flagrant disregard for a law designed to protect coal miners against disabling
lung disease that is represented by the widespread tampering we have

How will this legislation affect the United States’ energy
¥

Itwon’t. Efficiency doesn't have 1o be reckless, Wém_ieclme notion that

July 10

of health and safety are discussed. We believe protection of water resources
iscompatible with productive and efficient development of the United States'
coal resources. We cannot and must not trade life-sustaining water for sloppy

Timber bill

coal mining practices, -
How many coal mining operations will be affected by this — from page 7
legislation and what will is cost? Passing any kind of legislation in

West Virginia, environmental or oth-
erwise, is not an easy task. Many West
Virginia legislators are not convinced

No good coal mining operation will be hurt by this legislation. Any coal
operator who treats his neighbors and their water with the respect and dignity
they deserve will have no trouble at all in complying with the mandates of the
Coal Field Water Protection and Enforcement Act of 1991. that current logging practices are

This law basically says that coal operators must respect people’s water damaging our ecosystem.
rights. If their operations harm people’s water, they mustrestore orreplace that ' Trout Unlimited is attempting 10
water to the condition it was before mining began. compile a book of photographic evi-

This bill is a Good Neighbor policy, codified into law. Listen againtowhat ~ dence which will help convince our
Labor Secretary Martin had 1o say: “I'm pro-business, butgood peopleingood  legislature that “Best Management
businesses want 1o have corporate responsibility.” Practices” should be mandated in West

This bill also would make state and federal regulators do their jobs more  Virginia.
vigorously by providing strict penalties for any regulator who fails toenforce ~ When yougo fishing, backpacking,
the law. The recent coal dust testing scandal, as well as dozens of other similar  hiking, bird watching, eic., Trout Un-
problems, point ont the need to hold law enforcement officials to a high limited is asking you to take your

standard of ethical conduct. camera along and take pictures of the
Who supports this bill? These pictures, along with some nar-

Dozens of citizens’ organizations in the coal fields nationwide initiated the  fative background information, will
drive to create this bill. It is truly a product of grassroots democracy at its

the logging location as possible — Lhe
county it's in, any towns, roads, or
streams it's near, eic., and the dawes
you took the photographs. If you can

The Citizens Coal Council
80 F Street N.W., Suite 714
Washington, D.C. 20001

we must choose between productivity on one hand and safeguards for people (202) 737-2217 viiaaii i thine
and the environment, This a “red herring” raised by industry every time issues Qpalm's‘;’n'm mﬁwm""“’l
duplicaies for our presentation. And

becompiled into a formal presentation !

finest! The list of su among civic, labor, church and environmental thMW
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Water Protection Action Week, July 13-18

Citizens Coal Council will launch the fight for the Coal Field Water Protection and Enforcement Act during Water Protection Action Week,
July 13-18, by campaigning for the bill among lawmakers in Washington, D.C.

“We're tired of streams and well drying up. We're tired of smell, unnaturally colored, polluted water. We’re tired of govemment regulators
who don’t regulate. We're tired of government enforcement officials who don't enforce. We're tired of being told the burden of proving our loss

finally, don't disobey the law when
taking pictures: many timber leases i
are posted.

You can send or deliver your pho-
tos lo any MCTU officer, or, if you
wish, you may send them to:

is on us. We're tired of excuses,” the organization’s call to action reads. m%&::: ive
“In the finest tradition of our country’s grassroots democracy, we're taking this campaign public by fully exercising our First Amendment right Clarksb WV 26301
to “petition our government for the redress of grievances.” And we’ve got plenty of grievances!!!! Come, join us, and we will make our voices W'ltll: urg, be
heard, for our homes, our families, our communities and for future generations.” ble ’ you_rpdmloglapltslé\!mmay
For more information on Water Protection Action Week activities in Washington, contact Will Collette or Lucy Birkeit at the Washington office ;assu; cbc:g;me cnoj{ “iggmlﬁ'm!. gbi:l.n
of the Citizens Coal Council (see above.) Thanks for your help.
r-------—------------------- _= >
: Join the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy Membership Benefits
[ Category individusi Family Organizaion * |-year subscription 10 The Highlands Voice.
Senior/Student $12 -- e - 3 :
: Regular 15 $25 $ 50 * Special meetings with workshops and speakers.
1 Snstal:it:g 358 lgg % * Representation through WVHC efforts to monitor legislative activity.
] Patron 100 200 400 e b : R : _
Mountainesr 200 300 600 __The Wea.Vnrgmna}hghimds(_?ouwvmcy is a non-profit organiztion. Your contri- >
: : bution is tax deductible. Please keep this for your records,
Name:
; j Daie: 3
; Address:
. ! Amount:
o ciystaerzip
' i . Check number:
_ i Make checks payable to: West Virginia Highlands Conservancy
i Mail to; P.O. Box 306, Charleston, WV 25321
L-------———--—-------—-_----
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