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Task Force gets to consensus 
on goundwater protection 

(Cindy Ranlc sel'll us the following 
SlllnlMf'Y of tht COIIUIISUS groJUUI 
wa1u protection bill before the 1991 
W.Va. LegislaiUTe.) 

Poncy 
11 is the public policy of the Swe 

of West Virginia 10 mainrain and pro­
tect the swe's groundwater so as 10 
support present and future beneficial 

uses and further to maintain and pro­
tect groundwatec at existing quality 
where the existing quality is bettec 
than thai required 10 maintain and 
protect the present and future ben­
eficial uses. 

Such existing quality shall be 
maintained unless is is established 
lhat 

_......Spring Review to focus 
on C·orridor H routing 

~~-iiliielllillliJfla~ fraak YOUIII• 
p]annirig lots Of fill, ldw:nlule 
tho1~2hlt-nn>voJW12program for 

abe West HighlMds Con­
semncy 1991 Spring Review, May 
3-S. Nature Stool will be available, 
so the weekend will beas exciting for 
Jcids as for adults. 

Full infonnatioo on the program 
wiU be in the mail in the near future, 
but Frank Young, who is handling 
reservations, would like 10 get a 
rough idea of needed reservations for 
deloxe cabins, efficiency apartments 
or regular motel rooms at Yokum's 
Vationland at Seneca Rocks. 

Cost for deloxe cabins range l» 
tween $50-100 per nighL Efficiency 
apartments which house up 10 six 
people are $50 per night. and motel 
rooms with one or two double beds 
are $35 per nigbl Camping sites are 
also available. 

To guarantee sufficient space, 
please make a preliminary reserva­
tion for cabins, apartments or motel 
rooms by calling Frank at372-9329. 
If he is not in. leave a message and he 
will retum the call. 

Frank doesn't anticipate any prob­
lem reserving camping sites. 

Saturday evening's progJaJ1l wiU 
include a panel discussioo on Appa­
la:bian Corrida H. Routing for the 
four-lane highway from east of El­
kins 10 the state line bas been an 
important issue for Conservancy 
members for many years. 

No matter which route is chosen, 
sensitive areas of the state will be 

impKIICd. Almostevety unique nalll· 
....... in the Higbl8nds Re£ion is at 
risk. 

Not au pliDS bavc ya becD r.w­
ized but repraeatalivcs or lbe De­
partment of Highways will be at the 
Spring Review with up-to-date maps 
and information on the needs assess.. 
meru. for the Corridor. 

Mary Wimmer 

MaryWmuner, PublicLands01air 
for the West Viiginia Chapter of the 
Siena Club has conflllDed as one 
panel member for a discussion of 
issues related 10 route selection. 

Mary has been involved in the 
chapter since its formation in 1984, 
and bas served four years each as a 
member of the executive committee 
and as Conservation Chair. She is 
also ooe of the chaRter's Ootings Pro-

See Review, page 7 

1) the measures necessary to pre­
serve existing quality are technically 
feasible or economically practical and 

2) a change in groundwater qual· 
ity is justified based upon W>DOmic 
or societal objectives. 

Such a change shall maintain and 
prorut groundwater quality so as 10 
support the present and future ben­
eficial uses of such groundwater. 

Existin& Quality 
The Direcf« of the Division of 

Nauaral Resources may pant devia­
lbt.srn.aisliJiaquality ill)IDCI2) 
above are established. In those cases, 
the standards set by the State Water 
Resources Board must be maintained. 
These saandlwds are to be at least as 

(See BiD, page 7) 
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Task Foree's Groundwater Proposal 
• Protects the best-quality groundwater as it is (existing quality). 
* Protects and maintains all of West Virginia's groundwater at the 
drinking water standard, as set by the federal Safe Drinking Water AcL 
* Requires the state Water Resources Board 10 set groundwater quality 
standards. 
* Only allows for a variance from the standards in a very restricted set of 
factual circumstances by a rule-malcing procedure with opportunities for 
public hearing and comment. 
• Designates the Division of Natural Resources as the lead agency in 
groundwater protection. 
* Requires other groundwatec regulatory agencies - the Division of 
Energy, Department of Agriculture, and Department of Health - to 
establish new policies, procedures, and programs to implement the new 
SlaDdards of the law. 
• Eslabhshes a groundwaaer coordinating commiuce from the four agen­
cies and the Water Resoun:es Board. 
• Requires groundwater certifiCation for any and all pocential sources of 
cootaminatiorL 
• Will generate about $1 million in fees to fund the program. It also will 
allow for the generation of an additional $250,000 to start a remediation 
fund. 
• Allows for a variety of enfcxcemc:nt mechanisms, including civil and 
criminal penalties and civil adminis&ra&ive penalties. 

a complete program of 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
& 

CHILD CARE 

Nature Stool will be part of the 1991 Spring Review. 
The comprehensive package of child care and hands--on 

nature/wildlife education will operate Saturday, May4, 9 a.m. 
10 5 p.m., 10 coincide with the adult recreational outings. 

So bring along the kids. While you are involved in the 
Conservancy's programs and activities, your children can 
participate in a program where they, too, will Jearn, enjoy, and 
become increasingly enthusiastic about the outdoors and the 
"nature" of things. 

Nature Skool participants are chiJdren ages 3-10. Nature 
Skoolbring science alive by cbal.lenging and informing a child 
about the many wonders and treasures of the out-of-doors: 
wildlife, plants. birds. insects, flSb, stars, and the essential 
balance between human and natural activities. 

1n Nature Skool, children are divided into age-specific 
groups with no more than six children per teacher to allow for 
lots of individual attention. 

MostNatureSkool teachers hold professional degrees in the 
natural sciences and/or education. They are trained 10 provide 
a "fun" study appropriate to the specific age group. 

In order 10 plan for adequate Slaffing or teachers and aides, 
pleaseregistec early. Toensme space 

O>§b foryourchild.oontactLindaEikinton, 
~ (304) 296-0565. Cost 10 participants 

is $20 per child. 
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The Ground Water Bill: 
by Cindy Rank 

A bitter-sweet pill 
In the Fall of I987, the first Ground Water Task Force reached a dead end in its efforts to 

urive at proposed ground water legislation that was acceptable to all participants. 
Variations of ground water legislation have been introduced to the West Virginia Legislature 

each year since then but nooe have passed. 
In October I990, Governor Caperton and Department of Natural Resources Director Ed 

Hamrick called together another Task Force composed of industry, agency and environmental 
representatives to work on possible compromise ground water legislation. 

Since them, the 12 members of the Task Force have been butting heads over everything from 
the basic coocepcs of ground water p-otection to specific words and grammar to be used in the 
proposed statute. 

As negotiations continued, a variety of ground water biHs were again introduced to the State 
Legislature. 

Then, several weeks into the session the members of the Task Force reached agreement on 
an acceptable compromise. Governor Capenon announced the agreement at a press conference 
February II. ...As this issue of the VOICE goes to press, the proposed Legislation has survived 
some minor challenges in the House Judiciary Committee and has moved through the H~ 
of Delegates oo its way to the Senate where presumably the Task Force agreement to support 
this Bill will be honored and passage of the Bill without amendments should be forthcoming. 

An overview of some of the major parts of this legislation is printed elsewhere in this issue. 
The bill is an effort to protect the quality of West Virginia's groundwater resources. (Ibis issue 
of quantity has been left for anOther day.) As a member of the Task Force, I agrud to accept 
this fmal version of the bill. But is is fa- me, and probably fa- most of the members of the Task 
Force, a bitter-sweet pill. 

The Sweet Part: 
First and foremost, the Legislatioo does represent a step forward. 
West Virginia can fmally move ahead with efforts to coordinate and consolidate information 

on the State's groundwater resources and to improve and streamline groundwater protection 
programs. Fees on all facilities will begin to provide funding for Water Resources to upgrade 
its two-member groundwater sectioo. and fa-other regulatory agencies (DNR, Health. EoerJy, 
md A.Jricubme) 10 Sll'eogtben groundwater procection measures in each ol lbeir progriiDS. 

Also, the proposed statute oontains a sttong (though somewhat weakened from our previous 
attemptS) statement of policy that seeks to maintain the existing quality of groundwater; strong 
standards to protect groundwater for drinking water use or better where deviations from 
existing quality are allowed; a coordinating committee of groundwater regulatory agencies to 
review groundwater protection programs, and a certification process to be administered by the 
Depa.rtmenl of Natural Resources as the lead agency. 

The Bitter Part: 
In addition to the strong language on policy and standards, there is ample room for 

"flexibility." 
Provisions are made for: 
I) Deviations from existing quality for justifiable reasons (something that has always been 

pan of our policy statements); 
2) Special trealment, i.e. exclusion frool standards, for speci fie activities such as mining. and 

site .. specifiC geological z.ooes of oil and gas production and Class n and m Underground 
Injection Wells (somedling that was never anticipated nor intended in our earlier efforts, and 
something that is very difficult to swallow, but also very diffiCult to avoid in a political climate 
sill beU-bentoo relying oonon-renewablefos.silfuels and devoted to the industries that extract 
tbcm), and 

3) Possible variances for other activities upon review and legislative action (something 
neither anticipated nor intended in our earlier efforts, and something that is potentially very 
dangerous). 

Provisions for citizen suits, similar to those in the West Virginia Surface Mine and 
Hazardous Waste acts, have been omitted and the issue bas been deferred to another day. 

••••• 
Perhaps the hardest pan oC all of this, the pan most difficult for me to swallow, is the 

realization that this swute only adds to the already overwhelming need for constant vigilance 
on the part of individual citizens-vigilance as regulations are wriuen that will .. flesh out" the 
"wiggle room" that has .been built into the stalUte and vigilance as both swute and regulations 
are implemenled in the hills and hollows where we live. 

The eaemaJ dream that West Virginia will have elected offiCials and appoinled agency 
personnel dW will possess both the fue.-in-.lhe-belly and the independem political clout needed 
for qgressiveenviroomental protection remains a dream. And,l.bough this Ground Water Bill 
ccnrains words lbat say we should do good things to protea the groundwater of our Slate, it 
remains to be seen just wbo will have the power to determine wbat lhese words mean in the real 
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Public opinion dooms Webster land:rill 
by Frank Young 

"We wiD not foroea project on any 
COIDJillU1ity lba1 does not want it." 
said Jobn Fallis, presidmt of Anker 
Energy and promoteroftbeproposed 
but DOW deposed, Webster County 
mep-dwnp. 

Ia early January, Websrer County 
residents learned lhat Fallis and 
vaious W ebstt.r County public offi­
cials bad discussed a proposal 10 
COIISirDCt a 6,000 too per day landfill 
ne.&t.catiniOOdJwesla'D Websler 
County. Fallis said the Websrer 
County lodusUial Developmeat Au­
thority bad appn:ached bim about 
building a landfill,'lbe Websla' Echo 
rqJOrted. 

Heavy public opposition soon cte.. 
veloped. On Tuesday, Jan. 8, tbe 
Websler County Solid Waste Au­
thority met 10 publicly hear about 
Fallis's proposed landfill. An esti­
maled 1,000 people attended the 

public meeting to voice opposition 10 
the proposal. 

Only developer Fallis and his wife 
spoke in favoroflocating the dump in 
Webster County. No OCher ~land­
fill sentiment was evident, according 
to a rqJOrt given Ibis wrilel' by some 
of those in attendance. 

The proposed dump was 10 have 
beenloca&tdonlandowoed by Juliana 
Coal Compmy, ~John Fallis 
enterprise. 

Fallis, while apparently recogniz­
ing the power of public sentiment, 
was critical of that sentimenL 

.. Community DOD•support is due 
to misinformation and the movement 
of opposition from outside the 
county," Fallis said when be &n· 

nouoccd wilbdrawal of the landfill 
proposal. 

Ironically, the same issue of the 
Webster Echo which reported Faltis' 
decision 10 amcel the dump plan, 

aDOCba' saory reported on a meeting 
betweenmorelban90residentsofthe 
Erbacon area and Juliana Coal Com­
pany officials. 

1be meeting centaed on citizen 
concerns, including pollution of 
streams, road conditions brought on 
by overweight trucks and by sludge 
spilled 0010 roads from COli truck. 
uosafedri'vingJricticesby"conttact" 
coal ttuck drivers who are paid only 
by the IOOD8ge or numb« of loads 
hauled. unc:ovaed loads which permit 
coal dust fO blow in all directions,and 
wbal was described as "widesp'ead 
discontent with tbe coal company and 
its uncoocem for, and un-kept prom­
ises 10, the people of the local area. .. 

Fallis initialed the meeting, and 
IIOII1C observers betieve his purpose 
was to auempt to put on a good .. iJD. 
age," since a favorable public refer­
endum would be required before the 
unpopular landfill proposal could be 

Recycling ... as a hobby? 
by Carol Bndslaaw 

ltstartedoutasanobliption. You 
know, my small contribution to the 
enviroamealal movemeot I wanted 
to do~ worday.l would re­
cycle my trasll. 

l started out as your typical 
greeilii'rft ............ -
tite putting un.crusbed beer cans in a 
paper beg - nasty mess. Soon. my 
tt.c:bniques improved and tbe system 
became saeamlined. 

Contrary 10 what many of my 
friends thought would be a smelly 
operalion. it turned our to be quite a 
clean liale enlerpise. On a few oc­
casions wbeo I found myself out of 
money, I'd just load up the truck and 
take it to WiDcbesler, cash it in and go 
to lhe grocery store. 

1ustru:ently ,a good friend~ mine 
bad kidney failtR and bad to go to 
dialysis therapy. That's when my 
oo.d of aluminum cans came by 
their best use- for each tab from the 
can, a me minure on the dialysis 
macbiDe would be donated to bim. 

Before I saaned nx:ycling, I didn't 
bave a bobby. Knitting? nopaaience. 
Painting? can't draw. Horseback 
riding? no, I almldy do that for a 
living. But 1 do enjoy sorting through 
my cans and bottles, stacking my 
cardboard and papers, and organizing 
my storqe. 

I'm fortunare 10 live close by 10 
nx:ycling centers that will pay me for 
mytimeandtrouble;althoughlenjoy 
it enough I' ddoitjust for the fun of it 
Yes. that's right, that's why it's a 
bobby. 

Of course, my refund is great 
pocbtmoney.Litemybusbandsays. 
'"Tbal' sSSOyou wouldn 'tbave if you 
threw it away." 

I'm always loOting for ways 10 
impro~ on my efforts. 

Tat.eshoppingforeumple. After 
a few months emy on. I realized dial 
plasaic dido 't fil.in wilb my propam. 
You didn't Ft paid for iL it was 100 
much volume 10 store and sometimes 
it would blow off the truck. So, when 
I sbop, 1 ftnd allemalive products not 
packaged in plastic. 

Recycling baS saved my money iD 
the long run because I doo't pay as 
much as I used to ., dispose of my 
garbage at the local landfill. Last year 
I asked my neighbor if sbe would like 
to share in my recycling efforts and 
share the profits, reduce ber trash 
load and split the cost of garbage 
pick-up with me. 

At the time, I was bailing my own 
to tbe dump (sbe doesn't bave a pick­
up). This is how it works: 

She sorts ber recyclables and J 
haul them off with mine. We split the 
profits. 

Her volume of weekly garbage 
wascutby half,as was mine. Garbage 
collection runs about $30 per month 
here -just about what it cost me 10 
haul my own to the landfill. Now we 
consolidateourthrow-outgarbageon 
the street in front of her house every 
Tuesday and split the collection fee. 

1 suppose I'll have to answer for 
that one lata" this year, but for now, 
bey, we're havin' f1D1. 

And, as bobbies have a way of 
doing, recycling bas changed my 
perspective on ... well ... ttash. 

When I happen to look in a 
durnpstuthese days, I don'tsee gar­
bage. I see a resource. 

I'vejmtrecentlyceldnl.edamile 
stone in my two-year hobby of recy­
cling -Thanksgiving. 

What a wonderful time we bad. 
We invited friends and f..Wy over 
for the occasion and "the pme." Al-

ter the event, while I was pulling 
away tbe last disb and covering the 
utey for lbe reCrlllftl«lr, I bad • 
lllle:lpecled liaR - tbinkial lbout 
the 1raSb I bad 10 put out as one lat 
chore IOpedonn.l looked over at my 
trash can and was p&eased to see chat 
it wasn't overflowing ... Wow." I 
tbouibl. '*I'm geaiD& &OOd alibis! .. 

I bow people wbo bave SbWigcr 
hobbies than I do. How about the lady 
that collects outhouses? That's pretty 
strange. Seriously now, itdoesn 'ttake 
much thought to realize the reduction 
of solid waste 10 the landfill from just 
one family. From my calculabons. 
ours was cut by more than one half. 
And, I have mone&ary gain to sbow 
for it roo. 

I have a few more goals 10 achieve 
- more challenging this time. 1be 
fllSt one I'd like to tactic is my junk 
mail problem. (It accounts for about 
one-half of my wastepapel'}. What an 
arduous task. writing each individual 
catalog company to say, .. No more, 
please! .. Maybe I should just change 
mypostofficeboxandbopeitdoesn't 
follow me. 

Gool number two: Olristmas 1991. 
This is a touchy issue between 
grandparents and environmentally­
~parents. If not handled with 
tbe utmost sensitivity, my husband 
and I risk being ostracized from family 
on both sides. 

We have, terualively, worked out 
a probable solution. Instead of ev­
eryone spending hmklreds of dollars 
on needless (junk?}, we all have de­
cided on one big family vacabon­
no tree, no gift wrap, no shopping. no 
more plastic army men! 

Who would bave ever thought a 
recycling hobby could land us in 
Florida in December. 

implemented. It is quite unusual for 
coal company officials to encourage 
public comment on a company's 
mining operations. 

But, the ploy apparently did not 
wort. Commenting after the ··coa~ 
problem" rneeling, Doyle Coakley, 
president of the newly-formed 
Webster Countians for a Oean En­
vironment said, "Erbacon citizens, in 
general, have been and continue to be 
supporti~ of 1uliana and the other 
coal companies mining in our area. 
but they SWkt finnly in opposition to 
the proposed landfill being built 
anywhere in Webster County." 

In announcing tbe landfill 
proposal's withdrawal, developer 
Fallis said, .. The opposition is com­
posed of a core group that bas mobi­
lized 10 stop any development in the 
solid wasreinduslly in West Virginia.,. 

Whilenotcomplefely accurare, that 
Slalement can be taken as a compli­
ment to the Martha Huffmans, the 
Bill Hopens. the Chuck Schnauw, 
the Norm St.eenstras, and the numy 
others wbo see garbage as the fulure 

.. wave of exploiration" ~ Mounlain­
eers. 

Following the withdrawal an­
nouncement, Fallis said, "It is my 
inleot to remain a leader in the coal 
mining industry in this state and oor 
energies will be directed toward this 
goal." 

He made a similar uement in 
early November following the defeat 
of a public referendum on an even 
IMger proposed landfill in nearby 
B.-boor County. But, less than two 
months later, Fallis was back with the 
Webster County proposal And be's 
still thinking about more landfills for 
us. So are other .. developers."' Look 
OUL 

Promises of big mooey and big 
jobs usually mean bigger beadaches, 
and even bigger di.sappointmelllS.ad 
even bigger potential disasten. 

Keep your garbage cans hidden. 
Putagood.sttong, high fence around 
your yard. John Fallis and others of 
hisilkarelookingforscmeplace,any 
place, on which to dump millions of 
tons of someone else's gmtlage. 

No thank&! to power eompauiee' help 
Dear Editor: 

It was frigbrening to see our DNR 
Di:rec10r Hamrick having an appre.. 
cillion cemnony thanking elcclrK: 
power offiCials for inslalling equip­
ment to de-acidify a creek. A fit 
analogy would be thanking a murderer 
for putting his dying victim on a life-­
support machine. 

As the dangers of utilizing coal 
become more clear, when will we 
admit it is an obsolete technology. A 
lime barrel in a aeelc does not begin 
to consider the problems - severe 
forest die-backs, nutrients leached 
from our soil, and toxic metals mo­
bilized in out groundwater. And those 
limed creeks can't have much sem­
blance to a natural order. 

Another stanling consequence of 
ow electric lust is mercury poisoning. 
Hundreds of fiSh advisories for eat­
ing fish are still in effect in at least 20 
SlateS. More than half of all con­
taminant advisories for fish. It does 
not breakdown and bio-accumulaces 
in the ecosystem. Coal power plants 
are the primary source of mercury 
poisoning. 

The dala is in and now whenever 
we flip a switch or boy electrically 

manufactured products we poison 
ourhabitaL 

I don't fed very thankful to the 
power officials for lbeir petty retro­
active help. 

Vince Packard 
Editor, National Sacrifice Zone 
P.O.Box65 
Myra, WV 25544 

Reader appreciates 
chauge to newsprint 
Dear Sir or Madam: 

My parents are members of the 
Conservancy (we ttavel frequently in 
West Virginia}. I must compliment 
the Highlands Voice on the recent 
decision to use newsprinL It makes 
the paper C$ier to recycle in many 
municipalities (including ours, where 
we now have a curbside pickup pro­
gram using bins of recycled plastic). 
Thanks for considering my sugges­
tions and keep up the good wort. 

Tony Porco 
5359 Hesperus Drive 
Columbia, MD 21044 

t -

Mark your calendars -
for Spring Review 

May 3-5 



Page 4 - The Highlands Voice, February 1991 

Forests are focus of 
events around the area 
Symposium on forest future 

PITfSBURGH-The Carnegie Museum of Natural History 
wiU present an aiJ.-day symposium, The Future of the Forests: 
Preservation and Use, March 23. The symposium will address a 
range of problems which threaten the world's forests. 

Discussion of urban forests will look at what happens on the 
tree lawn and in partes in the face of salt. air pollution, and t.be 
reslriction of percolation caused by paving. 

State forests comprise 7 percent of Pennsylvania's land area. 
Discuss of that multi-billion dollar asset will include how to log 
the forests, provide game habitat, protect watersheds and provide 
recreation all at the same time. 

Our role in meeting the problems facing temperate and 
tropical rain forests will also be discussed. 

An evening session wiU feature Lou Gold. the "Spirit of the 
Ancient Forest," long-time activist in the cause of old-growth 
forests, and mas1U storyteUer. His stunning slide show has been 
seen nationwide. 

Daytime session begins 81 9 a.m. and is e"J)eeted 10 end at4 
p.m. The evening session begins at8 p.m. For information and 
tickets, contact the Siena Club, 515 Lloyd St. Piusburgh, PA 
15208, or caJJ (412) 561..()2()3. 

(from The Explorer, newsletter of the Explorers' Club of 
Pittsbwgh) 

~w...t Forest Coaacil will he May 3-S 
PAOLI,Iodiana-Heartwood will host a Heartwood Forest 

Council, May 3-S 81 Camp Ondessonk in Southern Illinois' 
SbawneeNalionalForesttobroadenpublicunderstandingofthe 
politics and ecology of the forests of the Central Hardwoods. 

Heatwood is a coalition o( forest activists and leaders for 
Ind.iaDa, IIlinois, Keotucty and Ohio who have called for an end 
to unjustified logging in the small public forests of the Midwest. 
(See Heartwood, page 5). Those forests are remnants of the onoe 
continuous Cadra1 Hardwood Forest that SIJefCbed from the 
lbe Applldian MouN1ins 10 the Cealral Plains, nearly 10 the 
Great Lakes, and well south of the Ohio River. 

Pre-council activity May 1-3 includes overflights of Mid­
western forests for public officials, news media. and forest 
activists by LightHawk. a national conservation organization. 
The overflights provide an unprecedented opportunity 10 see and 
sbow ochers a birds-eye view of the clear-cut fragme01ation of 
our public foresu. 

Overflights will continue lhrough registration and orientation 
atCimpOndessont. May 3. Guided lwdwoodhikesin Shawnee 
National Forest will also be offend aU day. 

The Hislory, Ecology, and Cunent SlalUS of the Cerural 
HadwoodForest will be thefocusoftheMay4 morning session 
wilb Dr. Paul YIIDbert, professor emeritus, Scbool of Forestry, 
Southern Dlinois University, Max Huldlisoo, NaiUtal Lands 
lnstilute, and Dr. Bob Kliwiatr, Hoosier Enviroomental Council. 

Coocum:ot wcxbbops in the afruooon include: public par­
bcipltioo in forest plaming; legal &md adminislralivecballenges 
10 Forest Plans; forest ecology and biodiversity; sustainable 
fomsuy; economics, politics, and public forests; and working 
with lbe media. 

In the evening. Jeff DeBonis of the Association of Forest 
Service Employees f« Enviroomeotal Ethics (AFSEEE) will 
present a new perspective on Public Forest Management 

Live music and refreshments will follow. -
Sunday .May 5 will focus on The Role of Midwestern Forests 

in National Forest Reform. Invited speakers include: Indiana 
Congressman Jim Jontz; Lou Gold [see Carnegie Institute 
symposium above and notes below]; Tim Hermach. Native 
Forest Cowlcil; Mark Winstein, Save America's Forests; Brock: 
Evans, National Auduboo Society; and Jeff DeBonis. AFSEEE. 

In 1a&e April and early May, Lou Gold's outstanding slide­
show, "Le.uons fnln the Ancient F<nst." is scheduled for 
~arouDd the Midwesl. For the nearest location, contact 
Beth HoweU (503) 2A9-2958, or Heartwood, P.O. Box 352, 
Paoli, IN 47454. 

(ed. 110te: Although the Highlands Co~rvancy Spring 
revUwisthe~wu:undasHeortwoodForestCouncil,tltdr 
emphasis seemed so weU relaled to issues we face in West 
Virginia, thtu I included detailed information. Maybe we can 
touch base wilh tltem sometime in tltefUJwe. 

. 
The Central Hardwood Forests 

This information is repriflled from Pro­
tect Our Woods, PQ()/i, /ndiQM. 

The deciduous forests of the Midwest 
are mostly in the central hardwood region 
which extends from the western slopes of 
the Appalachian Mountains to the Great 
Plains, from just below the Great Lakes to 
well south of the Ohio River. 

This region is considered to be the best 
hardwood growing area in the northern 
hemisphere. The native forest that once 
blanketed West Virginia. Ohio, Indiana, 
southern Illinois, eas1em Iowa. Kentucky, 
Missouri, Tennessee. and portions of sur­
rounding states, contained over 70 species 
of hardwood trees, and supported a great 
variety of plant and animal life. 

It included black walnuttreesupto8 feet 
in diameter, white oak up to 13 feet, and 
American chestnut trees 10 feet in diameter 
and 120 feet tall. One tulip poplar tree was 
measured to be 25 feet in circumference, 
195 feet tall, and 91 feet to the fuStlimb. 

Bison by the lhousands wure ttavelways 
called "traces .. through the forest, and 
seemingly endless flocks of passenger pi­
geons darkened the sky above the huge 
trees. 

During the American westward expan­
sion of the 19th century, most of that dark, 
forbidding forest was cleared, at first labo­
riously 10 make way for sunlight and su~ 
sistence fanning, and then later at an accel­
eratedpacetofeeaboomingtimberindustry 
that removed the best of what remained. 
before moving on to lhe virgin forests of the 
South and West. 

The clcarina or the peat f(RSllct 10 lhe 
loss o( UD&OJd plant and animal species 
includingmostofthela.rgemammalsnative 
10 the area.lt is a testimony 10 the wealth of 
the soils and the resilience of the native 
forestthatportionsoftheforestnotreplaoed 
by crops, pasture, or settlement grew back 
to be cut again. 

Cut over and seriously eroded hiUsides 
were bought by the states and by the federal 
government 10 ensure that some forested 
land would be available in the future, for 
timber if needed, and for watershed pt'O(eC­
tion, and other public valueS. These are ow: 
Midwestern public forests. 

The Central Hardwoods today 
Recent forest inventory data for West 

Virginia, Wi.oois,lndiana. Iowa, Missouri, 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee provide 
some surprises: The trees are coming baclt 
again. 

There is cWTently 76 percent more 
standing timber volume than there was in 
1952, when the first comprehensive national 
inventory was conducted; lhete is more 
land growing timber ( +954,000 acres since 
1952); and the timber is growing far faster 
than it is being cut (Forest Statistics of the 
United States 1987: USDA Forest Service). 

In an independent evaluation of the na­
tional hardwood timber supply, the National 
HardwoodLumberman'sAssociationdrew 
three conclusions: 

"Currently, the Uniled Statesisgrowmg 
almost twice as much hardwood sawtimber 
as is being used! (emphasis in the original) 

"Most Of this hardwood uwtimbtr is 
growiDI oa the 19411liDion acres of 11011· 
iDdustrial private hardwood forest laads 
in tbe East. (emphasis added) 

"Forest industry owns nearly 29 million 

acres of hardwood forests. These forests 
are proportionally more productive than 
those owned by federal or state govern­
ment" 

ln the eight central hardwood states, 
90 percent of the timberland is privately 
owned, with farmers and other non-in­
dustrial landholders owning 95 percent 
of tbe private timberland and a similar 
amount of the timber volume in those 
staleS. 

In other words. most of the trees that 
are growing are on private land. 

Though the trees and the volume are 
on tbe increase, there have been declines 
in some desirable grades. species, and 
sizes, through a reverse Darwinian pro­
cess known as high-grade logging, in 
which lhe best and most desirable trees 
and species are cut, leaving the rest to 
grow and reproduce. Any attempt 10 
improve the quality of timber reaching 
them mills must take into consideration 
the extensive private ownership of for­
estland and timber volume. 

The Role of the Public Forests 

While sufficient timber for the 
region's important timber industry is 
evidentlygrowingonprivateland,public 
land - especially public forestland -
is in relatively short supply. The com-

bined acreage of public forestland in the 
centtal hardwood slates is less than 3 
percent of the land and ally about 10 
percent of the total forestland. 

E venon the public lands. there is almost 
no old-growth forest anywhere in the re­
gion. Meanwhile, a growing, and in­
creasingly urban population is looking to 
the public forests for the diverse recte· 
ational opportunities available only on 
public lands. 

Nearly one in five Americans lives in 
the eight centtal hardwood slateS, with 
twice as many more a half-day's drive 
away. 

Despite a study by the Southeastern 
ForestExperimentSiationtbatdetermined 
the recreational value of the national for· 
ests to be nine times greater than the 
economic value of the forest's timber, 
tax-subsidized, below-cost timber sales 
on central hardwood public forests over 
the last two decades have increased dra­
matically. 

The National Forests of the Eastern 
Region, which includes most of the cen­
tral hardwood region, harvesled a record 
level of timber in 1989. The Eastern 
Region's recently released ten-year tim­
ber target calls for doubling the harvest­
ing of hardwoods by 1995. 

Why we should stop logging 
the Central Hardwood Forests 

Biological Diversity 
Respected scientists identify the loss 

of biological diversity as the greatest 
threat currently facing this planet Many 
plant and animal species have already 
disappeared from the central hardwoods 
as a result of nearly two cenauries of land 
clearing,livestockgrazing, irresponsible 
timber harvest. and othet population 
pressl.D'eS. 

Currently, the central hardwoods 
provide critical nesting habitat for mi­
gratoly songbirds among others whose 
popalations are in continuing decline. 
Privale forests throughout the Midwest 
are traversed by roads and utility corri­
dors, inrerspersed with seulements and 
open lands. and subject 10 repeated 
harvest. Only the remnant islands of 
public forest contain acreages or suffi­
cieOl size 10 regenerate a biologically 
diverse native forest, and to safeguard 
tbe wealth of genetic infonnation they 
contain: from pocential sources of new 
foodsormedicinestosowcesoftneding 
stock for future tree plantations on pri­
vate land. 

Rural Eamomics 
To JrQvide for economically diverse 

rural communities, quality hardwood 
timber, and a healthy timber industry in 
the central hardwoods, sustainable tim­
ber management must be profitable for 
private woodland owners. Tax-subsi­
dized, below<-OSt timber cut form the 
public forests competes directly with 
privale timber, and may act as a dis­
incentive to proper management on 
private lands. by keeping prices down. 

The tax dollars thatarecurrently spent 
to manage public forests for timber pro-

duction would be better spent providing 
management assistance to itnpr(we the 
productivity of those privaae forestlands 
thataregoingtobecutanyway. SuffiCient 
timber could be provided from private 
lands 10 meel anticipated demand and the 
public would still have their forests for 
recreation, watelShedprotectioo,andothtt 
public values. Healthy old growth forests 
make rural areas auractive places 10 visit 
or 10 live. 

Public Opinion 
Throughout the ceottal hardwood re-­

gion, from the Shawnee National Forest 
of nlinois to the Shawnee State Forest of 
Ohio, grassroots groups have arisen to 
procest theenviroomentaldegradalion, the 
econonic foUy and the spiritual impover­
ishment associated with logging the pub­
lic forests. 

Nowhere has this public opposition 
been more evident than in Indiana where 
more than 120,000 signawres oo petitions 
and thousands of personal letters have 
called for procectioo of biological diver­
sity, and the regeneration of old-growth 
forest 

These sentiments were expressed by 
everymemberoftheslate'scongressional 
delegation by one. and by the governor of 
the stale. A poll conducted f<X" 8th District 
Congressman Frank McCloskey revealed 
that (;I} percent of voters in bis ptedomi. 
nantly fann and forest di.slrict, that in­
cludes balf the Hoosier National Forest, 
oppose all logging in the Hoosier National 
Forest, with only 19 percent in faV« and 
12 petcent unsure. 

Public forests should be managed for 

See Logging, page 5 
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Heartwood: ~regional 
coalition to stop logging in 
Midwestern Public Forests 

Leadersandactivists frml grassroots groups 
in Olinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Ohio with 
common coocems and a shared vision for the 
funRoftheceruralhardwood forest have united 
to form Heanwood, a regional cOalition calling 
for an end to tmjusti.fied logging on Midwestern 
public forests. 

Tennessee. Less than three percent of the land 
in those states is public forest. ItisHeanwood's 
position lhat the public forests shoutd provide 
values not available on private land. 

1'bele is sufficient timber for timber harvest 
on private lands. Only our public forests can 
guarantee the sources of clean water through 
proteCted watersheds, the diverse reaeatiooal 
opportunities, the native plants and animals, 
and the big old trees people bave a right to 
expect from their public forests. 

Participants include leaders of Protect Our 
Woods, the Regional AssociationofConcemed 
Environmentalists, Appalachian Science in the 
Public Interest, ForestWatch, the Knob and 
Valley Audubon Society, the Hoosier Environ­
mental Council. the Cumberland and Hoosier ::..__ ______________ , ChapcersoftheSierraClub,lheM.iami Chapter 

Who is Protect Our Woods? · ~il~iena Club, and the Hoosier Hikers 

Recent polling data suggest broad support 
for an end to logging on Midwestern pUblic 
fo~ts. Sixty-nine percent of voters polled in 
the 8th Districtoflndiana oppose logging on the 
Hoosier National Fcx-est. 

We are landowners and otlrer ciliun.s ofSowh CemrallndiaiUJ. We are people who 
have lived here for many generations, as well as newcomers for the last 20 years, who 
treasure this wild and rural counlry and its traditional val~. We are friends of forests, 
streams, and wildlife everywhere. We are forest people everywhere acting to preserve 
our namral herilage and life-support systems. 

Finally,youareProtectOurWoods-whereveryoulive,howeveryouhelp,wecalliWt 
protect our woods wi.lholu your support. 

Since 1985, we have Plana f'or the 1990'e 

Public Forests 
• Pre~led coasttucdon of 112 miles of 

ORV trails on the Hoosier National ForesL 
• Temporarily ended clearcutting on the 

Hooliei' NMiooal Forest. 
• Designed a no-logging rnanagement plaD 

for the Hoosier National Forest. 
• Published research proving thll Hoosier 

National Forest timber is not needed by the 
local economy. 

• Fonned stare, regional, and national coa­
litions wilh ocher groups to procect our endan­

• Support the no-logging~ plan 
for the Hoosier National Forest. 

• Monitor Hoosier National forest operation 
and inOueoc:e project decisions. 

• Besin Hoosier National Forest planning 
for the ye. 2000. 

• PrOM:ctour public forest from dean:utting, 
logging, mining, dlrnnUng, roedbuilding, and 
gas and oil development. 

• Seek pass88C of the Native Forest Procec­
tion Acl 

gemll'lllive foresu. 

Private Forests 
• Led thenaDon inarping dW publjc timber 

salesmakeprivaletimber~ unpof­
i&able, damaging privaae growers and the wood­
using industry. 

• Twice defeated amcndmeota tba1 would 
have weakened the Indiana triple damages law 

• Promoce p:ofillble private timber manage­
ment. 

• Defend the rights and intereStS of priva.re 
forest owners. 

. timber cbcft. 

apmst Air and Water Quality 
• Appealed swe con.scruction permits al- • Preserve our nlbnl rivers IDd stteams, 

lowing tbe largest air poliU1er in Orange and including the world-famous Lost River, the 
DuBois c:ounties to increase tol.ic emissions Patoka. LiUie Blue and Anderson Rivers. 
damaging 10 forest, aop, and hll1llll bealtb. • Get the poisons out of our air and watts. 

Sustainable Development 
• Helped Crawford County citizens fight off 

a stale-subsidized timber oper&bon that would 
have increased logging while reducing jobs 
and competing unfairly with small local op­
erators. 

• Prevented for two years, so w, the con­
sauction of an $80 million theme part oo 
Tillery Hill at Patoka I...ake, a tb.real to w~ 
supplies, wildlife, and to ttlditional rural life 
.t values. 

Provided the only environmental analysis 
considered by the Southwest Indiana Highway 
Feasibility Study. 

• Help solve our garbage and industrial 
waste problems in ways that increase prosper­
ity. 

• Promote profdable, sustainable agricul-
ture. • 

• Defend die rights d landowners against 
speculators and developers and their allies in 
public agencies. 

• Defend our rural communities against the 
urban blight creeping out from our major popu­
lation cenrm. 

• Seetsnstainabledevelopmentcompalible 
wilh the wild and rural natureofSoulh Central 
Indiana. 

Heartwood recognizes that the small public 
forests scauered around the Midwest ase rem­
nants of the once continuous central hardwood 
forest that stretched from the Appalachian 
Mountains to tbe Central Plains, nearly 10 the 
Great Lakes. and weU SOU1h of the Ohio River. 
Heartwood's mission is to broaden public un­
derstanding of the politics and ecology of that 
heanlmd hardwood forest-

F.-men md oda privaae landowners own 
nearly 90 pc:n:e01 of die tiJnberlDI in the cen­
rral blrdwood S111CS of West Vqinia. Ohio, 
Indiaaa.lllinois.lowa. Misaouri. Kentucky IDd 

For infonnationon Heartwood, COn&act Andy 
Mahler, (812) 723-2430. 

Logging -- from page 4 

values 00( readily available from private land, 
and in campliance with the wishes d lheir 
OWIItiS. H the American people wmt theit for­
ests pro~eeted, then it's time fir tbe Jogging 10 
stop . 

The fifth edition is 320 pages and includes: 

Monongahela 
National Forest 
Hiking Guide, 
Fifth Edition 
by Bruce Sundquist 

and Allen de Hart 

with the cooperation 
of the Monongah.ela 
National FOI est st4lf 
and numerous ldJcers 

• classic West Virginia hiking areas lite the 
Allegheny Trail, Otter Creek, Spruce Knob, 
Blue Bend, DoUy Sods and mme; 

• detailed descriptions of 164 biking trails 
covering 780 miles; 

• 60maps; 

• 39 black and white scenic pbocos; 

• hiking and safety tips; 

To order your oopy of the MoDoepbda 
Natioaal Forest Hikia& Gllide send $9.95 to: 

Tbe West Virginia Highlands Cooservancy 
P.O.Box306 
Charleston, wv 25321 

Please include $1.50 for shipping and 
handling. West Virginia residents include 
$.60 sales tax. ($11.45, or$12.05 in W.Va.) 

I have included a _check or_money 
order for the amount of$ 10 die 
WVHC for _copies of the Morloapbela 
NatioDal Fomt Hikfa& Guide. 

~: ____________________ __ 

~=----------------~-
City: __________________ __ 

S~----------------------
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Proposed coal-fn-ed power plants,· 
transmission lines cause concern· 

-~ 

Poc:aboalas 2.0004- is c:mcanec1 about four 
2SO MepWIIlPowerPiulsbeing .. opo$0d for 
Greenbrier, Wcbsler, and Nicbolas COUDtie$. 

Ala Nov. lS, 1990 medina in Richwood, 
formerswe llelllb'Cad GaiDe:l' ,now cbainnan 
ofRichwood'sS/10 Ye.LoqRauaePiaoning 
Comlcil, said Teus-baed CRSS Capiaa1 is 
ready to move ahead if they get ca1ain assur­
amces from stile govanmau. Mcebng atten­
dance illcluded Jobn Ransoo, Seaetary of 
Commm:e, Lalu, Enugy and Bnviromleotal 

. Reao.m:es, Swe SeDaror Walt Helmick, Eli 
McCoy, bead ofW~ Reaources Division of 
DNR and a Vlliety d cum:atiDd relired swe 
and locll e1eetec1 officiiJs and business and 
illdustty~ 

Aa:cxdiDg to a repxt of the meedna in the 
Richwood Nftlt Leoder, Gainer explained the 
1inn would COOSIIUCt the facilities .. tnllS­
missioo liDes 10 expmt power, if govanmen1 
officials would offer some assurance that the 
swe would assist in acquisition of rights-of­
way for the lines. 

AtcordiDg to the News Leoder, Gainer told 
the group. "WbeD lbe stile tends • leatt (10 
CRSS), wilb recdt in it. that says they will 
obcaio oplioM on ..-operty or Slllins lbe fact 
lbatthey wiD 1lle the right of emincmdomain 10 
get rigbls-of-way for transmission lines, the 
compmy wiD proc:ecd." 

The .. apoeed coal-burning plants would be 
1ocarcd at Lost Flats in the edge of Greenbrier 
County soulbeasa of Richwood, in the vicinity 
of Muddlety, in or aear Cad.IDd alan as-yet­
UIIdelamined site in WdJseereo.mty. The Lost 
F1at.s sire in'VOives a ct.n oo the Soulb Fort of 
a.eny River.1'rlnsnWisionlines for the projects 
wouJdaossPocabontasCounty, oear H.illsbcw. 

SIBle Senatcr Walt Helmick of Pocabonw 
County is IIDOOg tbose worting for approval of 
the projects. Pocabootas 2000+ bas found deeds 
rccordecl in the Pbcahootas County counhou3e 
wbicb show Helmick owns mineml rights to 
caLl mJC'ZVCS underlying the NaJiooal Forest at 
Briery Knob. A new IeqUeSt for valid existing 
rights to strip this 0011- been filed with the 
U.S. government by Ernest J. V..Oilder of 
Elkins. P'ocabooiiS 2.0004- is still looking for a 
rdadoosbip between Helmick and VanG!Jdcr. 

Pocabonw 2000+ raises the following is­
sues related 10 placemeDt of the plan&s and 
ban.Wissioo liDes: 

• If even one of the planls is built, it will be 
an invilalion to build more. Only the lack of 
tnmsmission lines is slowing development of 
the plants, so moe they are in place. thes&age is 
set for additional planls. 

• Proximity of the pilots to the surrounding 
coal poducing areas will aeare more sarip 
mines. with the lbmlt of more~ mine drain­
age, polluted groundwater, and liJWCiaimcd 
eyeson::s in the area. 

"When the state sends a 
letter (to CRSS), with teeth 
in it, that says they will 
obtain options on property 
or stating the fact that they 
wiQ use the right of emi­
nent domain to get rights­
of-way for trans,.ission 
lines, the company will 
proceed." 

Former State Senator Carl 
Gainer 

• Problemsc:relledby the ll'lftsmission lines 
themselves are fiR-reaching. Mere studies are 
being done on the health effects of large trans­
mission lines, but wbatis known is frightening. 
A defmitec:oonection has been sbown between 
living near transmission lines and the incidence 
of childhood leukemia and other cancers. 

•The map sbows tranSmission lines running 
tight by the Cranbeuy Mountain Visitor Cen­
ta', ajX'OpOSed new Cf'OSS-(:OUDtry ski center, 
the .Pearl Buck Birthplace, Waaoga State Part, 
and the Greenlrier River and Trail, all of which 
would dramaticaDy change &be current focus of 
the area oo tourism and renewable resources. 

• The proposed plaols are lnlegral.ed Gas-

-- Propo•d loelllio11 of ekctric tn11ulllilsio11 liMs for proposed CRSS CqiUJI, 
l~~e. power pltmb. (From Riclawood News Leader) 

ified CombiDed Cycle (IGCC) plants. whidt 
Rducc but do DOt eliminlle sulfur emissions 
into air. Thescp&.ars woukliocrease the already 
severe acid rain problem in the area, and could 
furtber affect loc:al fanning and timber indus­
tries. In addition, this type of plant produces 
IOltic flyasb wbidl must be disposed of in local 
JandfiJJs. 

People wbo .-e concerned about tbis pro­
posal should wrile Governor Gaston Captzton. 
wilb a copy loJobnRanson. Secretary of Com­
merce, Labor, Energy and Environmenlal Re­
soun:es. Capitol Complex, Cbarlesloo. WV 
2S30S. Among the issues tbal could be raised 
are: 

• Abolitioo of the largelyumegu1aled Public 
EnerJy Authority. wbieh has been willing to 
promole coosuuctioo of large power pbllts 
anywbete, including downtown Morgantown. 
Failing abolition, the Public Energy Authority 
should beheld81X011Dtabletothe public through 
public hearinp and comment periods on aU 
proposed actions. 

• The requirement of a full Environmental 
Impact Statement for all proposed power gen­
eration facilities and poposed transmission 
lines, followed by public bearings and com­
metn periods. 

See Power, Page 7 . 

"Not blind opposition to progress, 
but opposition to blind progress.'' 
Beth Uttle, vice-chair of tM theW est Virginia Chaptu cfSit"a Club, expressed 

her concerfl.f about dte projects ill a Nov. 2lltttu to John Ranson, Secretary of dte 
Depanmem of Commerce, LIJ/xJr, E1ttrgy and Enviro'fflfftntal Resources on Sierra 
Club lette1'Mad that inc buies the above motto. 

Dear Mr. Ranson: 
On October 25, 8l the West Virginia Conference on the Environment. I asked if you were 

aware of a project 10 build a coal-filed power plmt oo the South Fort of Cherry River. I 
believe this is ooed four: projects tha were di.siCusscd in a meedog you ac&avted in Richwood 
c.a Ncm:mber IS. 

As a member of kx:al economic developmenL associations, I understand tbe need for 
canfidentiality during the negotial:ioos for a development project But wilhout any swe 
environmental policy requiring an environmental impact study, with the Public Energy 
Authority having power to condemn land witbout public input, and with the recent bisuxy 
of govenunent officials cOlluding with industry for their own profit, we are concerned tbal 
this "need for confidentiality" is used to screen maneuvers to set up a commiuedcoalitioo of 
govemmentagencies,politiciansandbusinessbeforeaprojectiseversubmittedtothepublic 
or subjected to environmenlal scrutiny (if at all). 

Webaverepeatedlyvoicedourconcemabouttheproliferalionofpowerplantsinthestar.e 
without comprehensive land use planning and without public involvement The public 
comment provided for in the permitting pocess regarding discharge into waser or air is not 
adequale to address the larger environmental issues that bear on the design and siting of 
induSirial (aciJities. particularly power plants that threaten the wildest part of the state with 
aansmission lines. Twenty-eight ocher states have specific regulations for the siting of power 
plants, because it is such a critical element in regional planning. 

In Ibis particular instance, because of the parties involved, I have no reason to believe that 
any consider8lion has been given to the impact these projects will baveon the environment, 
on the Cranberry Wilderness, on wildlife and recreational opportunities or local tourism. 
CRSS Capital promised the Pocahontas County commission that they would send a 
representalive by a catain date to answer questions regarding the Hillsboro project last year, 
and then ignored repealed phone calls and written attempts to get more infonnation, Jeaving 
the Commissioners in an embamlssing and embaU.Ied position. And we do not have 
confidence in our represenlalive, State Senator Walt Helmick:, to either keep us infonned or 
represent our interests, because his record on environmental issues and his sizable coal 
interests on nearby Briery Knob. 

Wben we lallced at the Conference on the Environment, i also expressed my regret at the 
time and energy that was wasted in fighting when there is so much wort to do for the future 
of West Virginia. To avoid this baa.ling, we must be able to trust tbatourstar.e leadership will 
give fair and timely consideration to all intereslS. It would certainly help to have siting 
legislation which Jays the groundwcn for how issues are to be considered and resolved, and 
I sincerely hope we will achieve this in the next legislative session. 

In the meantime, I hope that your office will be willing to work with the environmental 
community. We bave 1D81\Y questions regarding the status and design of the four projects 
addressed at your November 15 meeting. You can reach meat(30406S34277, or by writing 
me dirccdy at HC 64 Box 281, Hillsboro, WV 24946. 

Sinoelely, 

ElizabethLiUle 
Vice..Qair 
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River Rap .. ."news from the W.Va. River's Coalition 
by Roger Harrison 
In 1968, CoQgressdecided that the 

established nadona1 policy of dam 
and odler consuuction at appropriale 
sections of U.S. rivers needed to be 
complimented by a policy which 
would peserve other selected rive£ 
sections in their free-flowing condi­
tion. Thus, Congress passed the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act (Public Law 
90-542, as amended). 

The iluentoftheact was IOestablisb 
a national sysaem to proteCt selec:ted 
free-flowing rivers wilh outstanding 
remarkable scenic, flSh and wildlife, 
recreational, cultural, and other 
similar values and their immediate 
environments f<x the benefit and en­
joyment of future generations. 

What does this all mean, you ask? 
Well, the U.S. Fcest Service is 

currently studying several rivers or 
river segments in our Monongahela 
National Forest for possible inclu­
sion in tbe National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. The Fanal Eligibility 

Report is due out soon and should be 
very consisrent with the recommen­
dations of the West Virginia Rivers 
Coalition. Each river segment found 
eligible will be classified as eilhec 
"wild," .. scenic," or ''recreational" 
depending on &he amount of devel­
opment along the river. 

However, the eligibility/classifi­
cation phase of the river study is only 
a small pan of the ovtnll analysis. 

The second and most complex 
phase of the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
study is the suitability study. During 
the suitability stage, the Forest Ser­
vice will determine if the selected 
river segments arc suitable for inclu­
sion in the Wild and Scenic Riv~ 
System. 

In order 10 decide wbether a river/ 
riversegmentissuitableforinclusion 
in lhe national system, the Forest Ser­
vice will analyze a wide spectrum of 
issues along a porentialJy designated 
segment, identifying resource values, 

defmiog a set of alternatives, and 
analyzing existing government pro­
grams. 

This panicolar stage of thesmdy is 
ofgreatimportancetotheenlirestudy 
and, thus, is of much concern 10 the 
West Virginia Rivers Coalition. 

What happens at tbe end of the 
suitability stage? 

When the F<eStSetVicecanpletes 
its final suitability report, they will 
make a recommendation to Congress, 
which, in tum, will weigh the testi­
mony ofJocallandowoers, businesses, 
politicians, recrealionists, and other 
designated persons. Congress will 
then decide bow much, if any, of &he 
river to designate Wild and Scenic. 

Oneeommonmisconcepliooisthat 
after a river is designaled Wild and 
Scenic, it will be managed like a 
national padt or wilderness area. The 
designations ire very different 

The goal of a national park is to 
preserve the natural, physical, and 

Effects of logging regulations 
debated before panel 
(rtprinledfrom the Charltstoll Gazette, Feb. 22, 1991) 

by Eric Niiler 
stall' writer 
Charleston Gazette 

Sportsmen and enviroruneotalists 
say timber operators should be regu­
lated juSt like all &he other West Vir­
ginia industries that affect the wa&er 
and land, but loggers say new regu­
lations will run them out of business. 

Both sides spoke out during a 
public bearing Thursday afternoon in 
tbe House chambers on legislatiooiO 
put controls on an unregu.laled in­
dustry. Coal, chemical, oil and gas, 
and Olber environmentally sensitive 
industries are regulaJcd by federal 
aod stare laws, but loggers are not. 

"Let's get real folks, • said Norm 
Steenstra, directcr of the West Vir­
ginia Environmental Council. 
"Nobody's going 10 be put out of 

business. Where are the trees going to 
go?" 

House Speaker Chuck Chambers 
is sponsoring a bill that would require 
timber oper3lOB to follow a set of 
best managemetllpractices when tbey 
build roads through the su:ep moun­
tain hillsides. Loggers would have to 
leave barriers around streams to pre­
vent erosion, keep machinery out of 
creeks and build bmiers oo roads to 
prevent erosion. 

Chambers' bill also aeu up a per­
mit process whele loggers would be 
tracked by the Division of Forestty. 
Enforcement of pollution laws would 
be handled by the Division of Natural 
Resources. 

A weake£ bill, sponsored by Del­
egale Robert Burt. R-Wood, would 
require loggers only 10 regisrer their 

operations with tbe state and pay a 
permit fee. 

Diclc Waybright, director or the 
West Virginia Forestry Association, 
said voluntary best management 
prxbcesiR wortiog wen. AdditionaJ 
bureaucracy will drive tbe smaller 
operators out of business. 

Waybrightsaid DNR offiCials have 
used the media to portray a negalive 
pic!We of loggers wbo don't play by 
tbe rules and to "discredit• tbe Divi­
sion of Forestry. 

Steenstra said during tbe bearing 
thatDivisimofForesuyoffJCials~ 
working against tbe bill during leg­
islative hearings. State ethics laws 
prohibit appointed officals from get­
ting involved on either side of legis­
lation, but they can be called to testify 
at committee bearings. 

biological environment Wilderness 
areas are established in undeveloped 
areas of 5,000 acres or more on pre­
dominately federal lands, to preserve 
their primitive, undeveloped charac-­
teristics. 

Peopledonotresideasa permanent 
part of a natiooal parte or wilderness 
area, and the long-term goal of the 
managing fedecal agency is usually to 
purchaseanyprivaJelanchwithintbeir 
boundaries. 

On the other band, Wild and Sce­
nic Rivers areesW>lished to maintain 
the existing conditions at tbe time of 
designation. Many people fear Wild 
and Scenic designation will force the 
riverside environment 10 revert to a 
''primitive" state. 

In reality, the intent of the legisla­
tion is 10 "keep the rivers tbe way they 
$'e" at the time of designation. In 
cooll'aSl to national paries and wilder-

Power 
• Ethics Commission investiga­

tion of Senator Helmick's personal 
fmaoc::ial interest in the project, if any, 
so that a possible conflict of interest 
on his part can be avoided. 

• Enaclment of a comprehensive 
induslrial siting law at the state level 
to insure that large projeciS sucb as 
these come under suict scrutiny for 
environmental impacts. At this time, 

Review 
gram leaders for beclcpacking, moun­
tain biking, and cross-country ski 
outings. 

Mary's main areas of expertise are 
in issues related to tbe Monongahela 
National Forest and to state water 
quality. She played a lead role in the 
development of the Land Manage-­
ment Plan for the Monongahela Na­
tional Forest and is involved in its 
implementations. Sheisactiveinotber 
issues related to the Forest, such as 
military Wle, nawral gas development. 
and Conidor H. 

Mary chaired the Sixth Armual 
W.Va Conference on the Enviroo­
mentlast yes, which was planned by 
acommitteeofenviroomemalgroups. 
industries, regulatory agencies and 
eleaed officials. Sbe is active in es­
tablishment of tbe W.Va. Enviloo­
menlallnstitute, which is designed 10 
increase communication between 
these various sec1Drs or society inter­
ested in enviroomeolal.issues in tbe 
state. 

Mary serves as Vice-Chair of the 
W. Va DNR 's Water Quality Advi­
sory Commiuce and is a member, 
along with Hiplanck Consenancy 
President Cindy Rank and State V .P. 
Nonn S&eens~~a. of the Governor's 
Groundwater Legis1atioo TastFoo::e. 

She is an associate professor of 
Biocbemisuy ill the School of Medi­
cine at West Virginia University, 
where sbe teaches biochemistry and 

ness areas, people have an important 
and active role as part of the riverside 
environment 

Thus, WildandScenicdesi8JWion 
can be an exceUent tool in the pres­
ervation of our nation's quickly di­
minishing free-. flowing stteams. 

The West Virginia Rivers Coali­
rioo,romprisedofhunrers, fisherman, 
hikers. boaters, fanners, and conser­
vationists, has funned toproolOie river 
conservation and build .support for 
keeping our beautiful mountain 
streams tbe way they are now ... clean 
and free-flowing. 

To learn more about river conser­
v.atioo and tbe West Virginia Rivers 
Coalition, please call or write: 

Roger Harmon 
West Virginia Rivers Coalition 
P.O. Box 247 
Elkins, WV 26241 
(304) 636--1589 
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there are very few laws in West Vir­
ginia governing these types of PIQ­
posals. Few localities have zoning 
and almost no counties do. On the 
state level. few permits are required 
for industrial plants. 

For addilional informolioll 011 this 
issue, collttlCt Pocahontas 2000+. 
P.O.Box281,HUlsboro. WV24946. 
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does research oo the analysis and 
environmental fare or organic pesti­
cides. 

Other Review evencs include: 
Friday night - check-in, orienta­

tion, informal discussion and music 
(ifyoubringyourvoiceaodanyotber 
ins1ruments). 

After b'eatfast Saturday, Frank 
and Canoll have planned a choice of 
three outings: a canoe trip of Lower -~ 
Smoke Hole Canyon on the North 
Fork of tbe South Branch; a c. and 
foot 100r ofDoUy Sods. Smoke Hole 
and Canaan Valley; and a relatively 
easy Seneca Rocks climb oo a de­
veloped lr8il. 

There is also tbe possibility of a 
•kinder and gentler" canoe lrip for 
those not up to Lower Smote Hole 
Ca\yon. . 

Also Saturday, "'n Memoly of tbc 
Land and People," a poruait of suip 
mining filmed by W.Va. filmmaker 
Bob Gales will be shown and dis­
cussed. 

"Zucdlini Pickers" will be around 
for musk Salurday night after tbe 
Corridor H panel. 

Moro-delailed plans for Spring 
Review will soon be mailed to you 
and will be included in the next issue 
of the Voice, but please caD Frank to 
make reservabons if you Wllll to Slay 
at tbe motel or in the cabins <x apart· . 
ments. .r~ 
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~ . Sununary of consensus Groundwater Bill 
stringent IS thole Deeded 10 maintain 
driDk:ingWI&erute.'IbeymaybeiD(ft 
stringeoL 

• InlefeSIIed penoosam be DOCifaed 
of any such dcviabons granted by the 
Director. 

Exaapa-. 
'IbeAaprovidesexemptionsfrom 

these SWldards for 1010e activities 
which by their very naue cannot 

comply with tbe staDdards requiml 
by this Jaw: 

1} Coal extraction and earth-dis­
turbing activities involved with coal 
extraction; 

2) Site-specific areas of geologic 
fonnatioos associated with (a) pro­
duction aDd storage zones of gas and 
oil, and (b} injection zones of Class n 
and m Uodergroundlnjectioo Wells; 

3) Possible exemption f<¥ om­
coal mining activities. 

• Additional variances from SlaD­
dlrds may be considered, but ooly 
witb full public review and Legisla­
tive rule-making. 

Stuclards 
The State Water Resowees Board 

shall promulgate SlaDdards tbal shall 
esW>lisb tbe maximum contaminant 

More coinDient on Acid Rain 
·and the NAPAP findings 

I noted you g~ Acid Rai11 and the just-concluded 1 ()..year study of it some coverage. Also, there was a leuer from 
a ciliu11 who assumed the study conclusions would surely follow fa.iTly from their own data, and he was glad thai S()mt 
suppo#dly oppropriale clet~~t·up would begin. 

No one Would expect the official study summary to beliule the problem and lock. up into an obviously inodequate 
clet~~t-up. 

This was the case. And this ciliurt, and every citizen, while perhaps glad S()mt clea~~-up will be started. sltollld be 
olllraged a1 being misled and mode to believe the problem is beiJtg rtally oddrtssU. 

The following was pnparedfor tltose willa S()me responsibilities/or acid rain impacts. S() they 01least would not 
beline the problem was stw&d tuld remedied. You may care to enligluen Voice retlders. as il remaiJtS a Marly 
IUtimagiltably serious problem tlvoMgholll t~ FAstem U.S. 

Don Ga.sptr 

Acid Rain Today -- January 1991 

Submitted by 
Donald C. Gasper 

Biologist n 
W.VLDNR 

French Creek, WV 

It is DOW..,.,..,.. lbll die official 
!UIDIIIIK)'oftbefedenl tt:n-year Acid 
Rain Study wiU conclude tbat Acid 
Rain is not much of a problem. Fur­
ther, the coal induscry will say it does 
not justify the expensive sulfur emis­
sion clean-up costs tbrust upon them 
and their customen. The federal 
conclusioo is very misleading:; and 
the citizen cUSIOmersbould know tbat 
he is justifiably paying fO preserve 
perllapsooe4eDth of tbe Eastern trout 
sueam populalioos from peananenl 
loss.•,•• 

very definitely tbe federal study 
shoWed overooe-fourtbofWest Vir­
ginia and Pennsylvania trout sueams 
are at risk of permaoeut Joss. This 
very rta1 coocem eXIends tbroogb 

New Y crtandM&mchusc&ts. Stream 
fish lossduero Acid Rain is occurring 
in West Virginia, Pennsylvania, New 
Yolk, Massachu.seus, and Virginia. 

While tree effects and lake effects 
are limited or Olherwise subtle they 
are of grealpmlictiYec:oocem IDIDIDy 

eqJeltS. 
Stream fish populalioo loss is not 

subtle. They are clear biological indi­
cators of stteam, and hence water­
shed. acidification - Wlfortunately 
after-the-fact, penna.oentlosses. This 
is an intolerable loss and risk of prz­
baps ooe~tenth of eastern U.S. trout 
lisbingberitagethatjustifies the clean­
up. 

The clean-up of our air will pre· 
serve tbe f<nSt as weU, and surely 
there are health benefits if our build­
ings and monuments are being dis· 
solved. Even mae of a clean-up than 
what is now required by Jaw is clearly 
shown by the federal swdy fO be 
needed by tbe West Virginia, Penn­
!'jlvania,andNew Y Oft trout screams 

that f<¥ so many years have m:eived 
Acid Rain of 50 pounds per acre per 
year as snlfwic acid. 

The fedenl }().year study con­
tained much good wert. and eluci­
dated and coofirmed many bydro­
Jop:aliPdpbyliodcmicMJIIOCICBS 
in foresullld lheir lqUIIic babiws. 
'Ibewortofmany finesciaatisubave 
been made to conform to pre-con­
ceived, politically acceptableconclu· 
sions. This misleading summary is 
presently being given to the press. 
Correct conclusions from their own 
reports clearly shows a prompt. and 
thorough clean-up of sulfuremissi<lns 
is justified. 

• Sulfur emission clean-up cosas 
could have been paid from general 
laX revenues. like the superlund. or 
tbe B-1 bomber !his Congress ftmded 
for SS billion. 

•• FlSh loss would not be perma­
nent in some Virginia soils and lim· 
it.ed like !Oils elsewbere. 

r---------------------------

levels (M<1) penniued for ground­
water, but in no event shall such stan­
dards allow oonwninant levels ro 
exceed MO...s adopced by the U.S. 
EPA ptrSuaot lO the Federal Safe 
Drinking W81.tl AcL The standards 
may be more restrictive. 

Standards set for contaminants not 
regula1ed by the Safe Drinking Water 
Act shall be no less stringent than 
may be reasonable and prudent ro 
proloeCt drinking water a any other 
belle6cia1 use. 

Where concentration of a certain 
constituent exceeds such standard due 
fO natural conditions, the natural 
cooceotration shall be the standard 
for that constituent. 

Where concentration of a cenain 
constituenteltceed.ssoch slalldarddue 
to human-induced contamination, no 
further contamination by that con· 
stituent shall be allowed, and every 
reasonable effort sbaU be made fO 
identify, remove, or mitigate the 
souroe and fO Slrive where practical to 
reduce the level over time fO support 
drinking water use. 

kadkial Uses 
1'bo9e uses which are protective of 

hwnan bealth and the environment 
Pollution of groundwater shall not be 
coosidered a beneficial use. 

Fuadiag ot tbe program, earorte-
mmt aDd appeals 

Fees: Groundwa~er Prolect.ion Fees 
will be assesled upon penoat1users1 
firms wboown or open11e facilities or 
cooducl activities subject ro lhis ar­
ticle. These fees wiU be calculaled to 
recover the reasonable cost of imple­
menting the provisions of this article. 

Grouadwattr Prottclioa Faad: 
Fees will be deposited infO this fund 
and shall be expended by the Director 
in tbe administration, certification, 
enforcement, inspection, monitoring. 
planning, research, and Olher activi· 
ties implementing this act. Such fees 
shall not exceed one miUioo dollars 
per year. 

Grouadwaltr Remtdiatioa Fuod: 
A special assessment of fees (not to 

. Join the West Virginia ffigblands Conservancy Membership Benefits 

Calf1011 bldhidual Family Orpaizaioll • 1-year subscription fO The Highlands Voice. 

Sndor/Stlldeet s 12 
Rqullr IS $25 $50 • Special meetings with workshops and speakers. 
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exceed $250,000) during two yea-s 
foUowing the effective date of this 
article shall be deposited into this 
fund and shall be expended f<¥ inves­
tigarloo, clean-up, and remedial ac­
tions. The JrOCCCdsof all civil penal· 
ties and all civil administrative peoal­
l.ies will also be deposited in this fund. 

The article also provides ror: 
civil penalties, 
civil administrative penalties, 
enforcement orders, 
bearings. 
appeal fO the wa1er resource board, 
and 
judicial review. 

Administration ~the proanm 

Coordinating Committee: Corn­
posed of the Director of the Division 
of Health, the Commissioner of the 
Division of Energy, tbeChaiJperson 
of the Wauz Resoon:e Board, tbe 
Commissioner of Agriculture, the 
Chief of the W~J~.U Resources Section 
of DNR, the Director of the Division 
or Natural Resources (Otai.r}, this 
commiaee shall coosu1t, review, and 
make m:ommendatioos conc:emiDJ 
the implementation of the act and the 
adequacy of Groundwarer Proccction 
Programs for each agency. 

Ctrtificatioo: To ensure a compre­
hensive, consistent and unfragment.ed 
approach fO the management and 
prottetion of the state's groundwacer, 
including evaluation of tbe cumula­
tive effects of all activities, the Di­
rector shall oversee and cc:xxdinate 
the implementation of this article 
through a groundwater certifJCation 
program. The Director may waive. 
grant, grant with conditions, or deny 
certifJCatioo to individual activities 
or classes of activities. 

Allodate 30 so 100 
Suallllalq so 100 200 

• Representation through WVHC efforts to monitor legislative activity. 

Pab'oD 100 200 
Moutableer 200 300 

Name: 

Address: 

City/Swe{Ljp: 

- I ~checks payable to: West Virginia Higbland$Cooservaocy 

400 
600 

The West Virginia Highlands Conselvancy is a non-profit organiztion. Your contri· 
bution is tax deductible. Please keep this for your records. 

Dare: ----------------------~~-------------------------------------------------------
~t _____________________________________________ ____ 

Cbcck number. 
----------------------------------------------

- Mail ro: P.O. Box 306, Cbarlesloo, WV 25321 

L---------------------------~~~-------------------------~ 
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