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y Purhsugh = =~ ‘dards and bonding requirements for
*Mﬂmdmmm ‘mines of 2 acres or less, and 3) the
a Department of Energy act civil service coverage for

uld b i : ummtlmadsmthomnency.

amikmnlmdmndsmap
‘am;%;hbunvgg:a

, TE8Pe mtﬂ1hmntmnmlg
o the fragmentation

\walar resources of : A

“ of Natural Resources. . - A=

,j lftha general permit is a rovedilwllltakatho' 3

' individual permits which state R

2 fodm'al ater polluﬂm contl‘ol statutes M“!r |
operaﬁon -

l-or several years, both state and fadaral lavvs-'

a*
o oalandgasbpmumuhobﬁlna;

ire correction by the Legislature
o?:ar before July 11, or within 3 mon-

Larry George, (.nnaervancy presi-
dent, also spoke on behalf of the
‘Washington, D.C. based Environmen-
tal Policy Institute and pointed out the
national implications of this situation
since OSM is ' being audited by the
Government Accounting Office and
:!vanl m;mﬁlmal ovenuht com-

ttees.

My‘mmdlmmdthc
West Virginia Citizen Action Group,

recounted the bill's history
and stated the need for
%OSM oversight in West

water.

ly legaﬂy availahle
general permit. These include discharge of waste
water into streams and Iand application of waste

vos commenm on DOE bill at public hearing

Other individuals and organiza-
tions including the Sierra Club and
the Communications Workers ol
America also spoke out on the conflic:t
of interest and civil service issues.

Ben Green, an official from the
West Virginia Surface Mining and
lht:lnmmn Asaocinlion. defended

essential areas (mh as conflict of in-
terest) and allowng the rest of the bill
to go into effect. A decision should be
apnouncd lw July 11,

previous-
be allowed with the

- DNR officials say the rate of discharge into
streams would be slow enough to dilute the waste,
provenﬂng adverse effects on the stream.

At a public lmarmuum 13, the DNR heard
comments from oil

citizens. Criticisms from citizen's gmupo

the following.

try representativ nd

—No provision for notice to the landownar of
planned discharges.
: —Compliance with the terms of the general
e permit would require a degree of diligence and
expertise the industry has never demonstrated.
—Some foxic and potentially toxic materials

" National Fiillntani Discharge Elimination Sysiem
IW mit before dischargi walle ‘water
“from sites. In spite of tely

f‘s,a 500 wells drilled in Wfs ‘each year,

.thwever. almost none o the oil and gas com-

y for or obtain permits.

% 3 disposal techni dh:g:y wﬂ}mln the

~ ind in rge o wnlor

- from the ch'll.llslhwuu alions in a haphazard and

{’unmnlrolledxway '

The com: is althe waste water differ from
site to. aitomucll common are chlorides, iron,
uluninum. mnnm. and barium. Other metals

individual appllcntl@ from all oil and gas a-
tions. The general permit has been sugges
response o this pmtﬁm

not addressed by the permit are contained in the
waste water. _
—State sanction is granted to activities such as

~ land application which are not often allowed

under oil and gas leases or severance deeds.
—The problem of breaking and overflowing of
pits holding the waste water is not addressed.
Comments on the general permit proposal were
accepted b{ the DNR until June 24. The U.S. En-
Protection Agency is also reviewing

A final decision on whether the general permit
will be issued is expected in August,

Corridor H, a fourJane hi Jhway
proposed to tame the wil

wonderful highlands of West
Virginia, is providing lots of enter-
tainment for aficionados of argument.
If the “wilderness freaks stopping

jobs and progress’' heading is getting

Cbnwvmy
/i

troversies concerning Corridor H on
each side.

At the May West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy board
meeting, President Larry George
came out for Conservancy support of
the Parsons route. Current stance of

the board is in favor of the no-build
alternative with the Parsons route the
preferred alternative of the build
schemes. This is a position from
which the board has not wavered in
nearly a decade (although inertial

{Continued on Page 6)

beryllium, The general permit would relieve the indus
it ch mm ?OM  of the obligation 1o apply for and receive ﬁ
.The wastecan  dividual, site-specific permits. Other persons and
~ in o , sylene  industries discharging waste into the waters of .=~ Vironmenta
and ethylbenzene. West Virginia are required to apply for and the proposal.
DNR officials say the division of water receive and individual permii authorizing the
resources does not hnvo the resources to review discharae
By Geoff Green stale, check out the more subtle con-



(Editor's note: The following oditorial
about acid rain in the May 1885 Voice
~ is reprinted with

By Norman Kilpatrick

Larry George has been appointed
. to the National Coal Council, as
readers of The State Journal and the

-Iﬂ&-hvmtnow.
rge is president of the West

. Virginia Hlshhnds Conservancy, a
well-known Mountain State en-
vironmental group.

Because earlier appointments to
the council werée people with coal in-
dusiry backgroinds, George's ap-
pointment by U.S. Energy Secretary
lohn Herrington is understandable.

What is not understandable is the
2': page article on acid rain that ap-
peared in the same edition of that
organization’s newspaper announc-
ing George’s appointment. The article
was written by one Sandy Fosbroke.
stated to be a “"Conservancy member
and graduate student at West
\iirginia Univqully £

Ay f

A major point in the arlicle is whnl
alternatives are if sulfur emissions
for power plants are lo be reduced.
Switching to low-sulfur coal or re-
quiring power plant to install
chemical scrubbers are the major
choices discussed.

Here two major errors of fact ap-

pear in the Fosbroke article. First is

from Robert Paine,

the false claim that switching to low-
sulfurmlwonlduqulumofmll .

from ‘‘the northern Plains and the
Rocky Mountian states" rathcr than
Appalachia.

Fosbrokethcnaddl ersof -
other

scrubber technology. on |
hand, claim such a system can be cost
effective and need not result in in-
creased utility rates for customers.”

Readers of The State journal utility
coal reports are aware that large
amounts of low-sulfur n

coal are burned by plants t

the east.
During the past five years, 1 do not
recall a single advocate of scrubber

TO THE EDITOR: :
| wish to respond to Nomun
Kilpatrick’'s ‘May zUth column in
which he asserted that an article on
acid precipitation published in the
May 1985 edition of The Highlands
Voice contained technical errors.
The Voice has been published mon-
thly since 1967 by tho West Virginia

Highlands Conservancy, a state

conservation organization.

Mr. Kilpatrick's column
represented that the Voice artitie
contained inaccurate claims that (a)
switching to low sulfur coal by
utilities would shift coal demand
from eastern states to the Northern
Plains/Rocky Mountain states, and
(b) that scrubber technology would
not increase electric utility rates.
Such information would be at least
partially flawed. if not totally incor-
rect. Fortunately. it was not the in-
tent of the Voice article to make
such claims.

Instead. the discussion of shif-
ting utility coal demand from
eastern to western states was only
anecdotal. and not conclusive. in
nature. Further. regarding the im-
pact of scrubbers on utility rates.
the article merely presented two op-
posing . viewpoints. advocated
neither. and forthrightly observed
that “there is considerable debate
about the cost eﬂoctlnnass of us-
ing scrubber technology.”

W‘mternsignas'Washuuton Vice President

Open letter to the WVHC Board:
This letter is to notify you that on
July 1, 1985 I will have resigned from
my position as Vice President for
Federal Affairs. 1 have accepted a
6-month, full-time position with a
national conservation organization
here in DC. Because of the increased
work load that I anticipate in this new

‘The 'intent of the mmh ,

written by WVU* “student
Sandy Fosbroke was to present an
overview of acid precipitation
issues without advocating a
specific public policy. The Conser-
vancy has traditionally maintained
the Voice as an open forum and in-

vltostholubmlstionolmm' . |

articles representi
points on natural
affecting West Virginia.

Acid pmlpluﬂon ll a
and compelling West V.
which presents

circumstances. all v :
deserving of discussion publlc
forum and The
continue to present an.opportunity
for doing so.

As 'Mr. Kilpatrick noted. | was
recently appointed by U.S.
Secretary of Energy John Herr-
ington to the National Coal Council
an advisory panel to the Reagan Ad-
ministration on coal policy. As an
attorney. civil engineer. and conser-
vationist | am looking forward to
serving on the Council and will ap-
preciate any input The State Journal
or its readers may offer regarding
acid precipitation or other matters
of national coal policy.

Larry George
President, WWHC

ition, I will not be able to effective-
carry out the responsibilities of a
Conservsncy vice president and
therefore I must resign
I have thoroughly unloyod my past
two years with the Conservancy!! Be-
ing your representative here in DC
provided me with many interesting
opportunities and experiences. But

permission publisher of the State journal.
Following the editorial is WVHC president Larry George's response) S

ginia issue
ng im-

plications for our state’s economy

and natural resources. Under M '

Vdeo will .
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more importantly, I found to be a
wonderful group of people to work
with, and I treasure the friendships
that I have made with You
Although I will no longer be the
Conservancy's representative, 1 still
retain my strong interest in West
Virginia and its natural resources, |
therefore plan to continue to coor-

dinate the activities of the WV Con-
servation Forum and to attend the
Conservency's Spring. and Fall
Reviews. And so, al I will miss
working more closely with you, I look
forward to seeing you all again at the
October board meeting.
Sincerely yours,
Linda Winter




/V-: i Tho'workshop will bo Satu
rtmer ergy, and futuro  Docomber 7 and will bo open to
~ The Forum's next meeting will pro-  will bo-published in the-

bably baarmnd-h-nhﬂbgt_;q@y: mwmdm 0.

ol Lo ey

roximately ‘35 prints of Karl Badgley’s American Woodcock mm
wﬁzu&uum,m-wmmmmmmm

gw.lpu'lnh\mlm&arﬁlt. donated the prints to the Alliance to aid
hthmhnwﬂﬂbuﬁmh&p&nVﬂ%mw“wh-
was dissolved ea

| :ndlnkdnwh?g’ a single woodcock resting on a nest in its natural
habitat was selected in a national . lition, earning Badgley the right to il-
lustrate the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's publication, **Management of
atory Shore and Upland Game Birds.”
y has hiked, hunted, and fished in Canaan Valley for years and feels
there is no better representative of the Valley's ecosystem than the
American woodcock

The 15" x 18" upiareproductkms are signed and numbered and available
for $20 from the Conservancy.

15"% 18
Pen ond ink
signed ond
numbered
seplo
reproductions
$20.
Limit 35

Kari Badgley, 3 promineat wildlifo artis!, donated 100 of his
Amoriean Weodook prints b the CVA to ald I the effort to orsate
o wildiife refuge in Canase Valloy . Mol wrder 1o

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Suite 201, 1206 Virginia St. E., Charleston WV 25301

. .~
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FROM THE PRESIDENT -

ancy lost one of its most effective and active officers this month
when Linda Winter, WVHC Vice President for Federal Affairs, received a pro-

motion. Effective July 1, 1985, Lhdnhnam- profu::nl lhﬁm

in wildlife and public lands management issues. .
held the ‘“Washington" vice president's post for more than two years

excellent job of serving as the ‘s advocate before Con-
Reagan Administration. She continued the WVHC's

d&onﬂuﬂaﬁamaﬂmomnhﬁmh nation
effective on Capitol

Conservancy has been blessed with a series of elfective and capable
vice presidents including Nick Zvegintzov and Stark Biddle. Linda

Linda the best of luck in her new role as a professional conser-
know we will be able to count on her support and assistance in

on a variety of coal issues including
and marketing :

_ 10 members and its expected to have a two to three million

_ technical, economic and public policy analysis at the

' g 'Enilh&ﬁnamhﬂlmiﬂmdmmbm

)'s and Board Chairmen of Fortune 500 coal,

:

policy
will carry on the real work of the organization which whould start in late sum-

It is too early to determine what impact, if any, I can have upon the Council's

or for that matter, the Council on the an Administra-

tion. However, | am looking forward to serving on what has a fairly
distinguished committee and it should be a very interesting experience.

Revisions expected in MNF Draft Plan

Early indications from the professional staff at the U.S. Forest Service seem

to suggest the agency is toward its Draft Management Plan
for the Monongahela Natiohal Forést. ‘lﬂ 'se::;h expected to make the in-
itial policy decisions this ‘month eoncernins the' general direction’ Forest
management should take, with specific longterm goals for t ring, roads,
conifer conversion, and other matters to be developed by the p staff.

It has been a popular belief among conservationists that the threefold and
greater increases in clearcutting, road construction, and mineral leasing con-
tained in the MNF Draft Plan were the result of a Reagan Administration direc-
tive to t the National Forest System. It now appears more likely that the
50 year was used by agency professionals as an academic study to deter-
mine the maximum production potential of the National Forests without any
real intention to implement the higher resource production goals. Indeed, the
first ten .nnn of the MNF plan does maintain production levels at the status
quo and the National Forest Management Act does require the Plan to be revis-
ed every ten years. :

It wa:‘:lppamtly the intention of the USFS staff to revise downward the
timber and mineral production goals during the next tmoar planning cycle
and essentially maintain MNF management unchanged. Why the agency chose
to incorporate this study into its 50-year plan instead of simply preparing an in-
ternal analysis would probably an interesting story. .

The Draft Plan was supposed to inform the public of the agency's intentions
for the National Forest over the next 50 years and apparently West Virginians
took them at their word. The MNF office in Elkins received 3,957 letters«in
response to the Draft Plan, more than any other National Forest, and the vast
majority were opposed to the asserted intentions of overwhelmine increases in
resource development on federal lands.



Attitudes of West Virginia en-
vironmental and energy group
leaders toward energy resource
development in general and electrici-
ty generation and export in particular
are presented in a recent report
released by the West Virginia Univer-
sity Energy Research Center.

The report, part of a larger project
entitled **An integrated assessment of
electricity exports from West
Virginia,”" also éxamines the inter-
relationships. among environmental

in the state.

Conducted during the summer and
fall of 1984, the survey solicited opi-
nions from spokespsersons from 16
organizations in West Virginia.
Although not every environmental
group in the state was included in the
survey. researchers said the major

‘groups were ted.
The

organization, not necessarily the
leader or official was

asked to complete an interview ques- . Haza

tionnaire.
Organizations partici

ting in the
survey are listed in Ta

1. They in-

clude environmental :issue groups '
such as Mountain Stream Monitors, -

naturalist organizations such as

Audubon Sociely. energy-consumer  West
.e'd. acid

organizations such as The Waest
Virginia Citizen's Action Group. and
health organizations such as The
West Virginia Lung Association.

Attitudes toward

In answer tions about
energy ruourcé"govml in West
Virginia, most respondents said they
were not opposed to economic th
as a societal goal although in-
dicated that growth should not over-

ride other goals. ‘ :
Approximately three-fourths of
those questioned favored the state’s
role as an energy exporting state but
" all said they saw no need for addi-
tional generating capacity in the Nor-
The survey also sought opinions on
the environmental consequences of
existing and potential energy
facilities, The goal was to identify
problems associated with various
energy development strategies.
Results indicated that nuclear-
based energy sysiems are perceived
to pose the greatest catastrophic and
chronic threats to West Virginia. No

contacted from each.

region in the state was seen as an ac-
ceptable site for a nuclear power
piant. Most respondents said addi-
tional coal-fired plants were
preferable to construction of nuclear
facilities. e CANI
**Clean-burning coal-fired plants
are infinitely safer and cheaper than

nuclear power ts,” one ‘en-.

vironmentalist said.

Acid rain was cited as a significant
problem of coal combustion by
two-thirds said they believed coal
combustion could be conducted in an
environmentally sound manner. Eigh-

teen percent of those questioned said ‘s Action Group,

coal combustion is never conducted in of Women' Voters, and the Ap-

an environmentally acceptable man- propriate Technology Group. -~

ner. : A For information about air pollution
Coal slurry pipelines are expected y the

to have greater chronic impacts on
the state than high voltage transmis-

sion lines, according to survey

speeding, overloa

S S T w h*ﬂ

In addition to specific questions
about - resources and en-
vironmtli impacts of various
oo o Koty w
survey SO\ denlly
borcoived as key contacts for infor-
mation about specific issues by other
focus on a wide range of energy and
ol pad‘l.ll ) a ch as {
target s C pro such as
protection of cold water habitat,
while others are interested in a broad
range of problems. Advocacy,

. monitoring and oversight, public

education, and research are among
the activities undertaken by the

examined by Conservation Foundation

By Alan Smith

organizations included in this study. |

asked to identify the groups they
would contact to get information
specific energy or environmen-
researchersattempted to identify the

_G’E“W, tise certain groups are

about

- tal topics.

level of

equipment and technol
organizations

.
§ i1

ding is not surprising because water
quality issues such as acid mine

for each group were  and non-poin  water pallu.
tion have long been of major conger
to West Virginia groups. ' ' "'

rs were asked which
ey would go to with

“viewed as havi .“”

RED

] v
e
]

National Parks in the US are not adequately
prepared for the future according to a recent

) by the Conserva tion Foundation.

The Foundation, a Washington, DC based non-
‘profit environmental research organization,
released a report entitled “National Parks for a
New Generation: Visions, Realities, Prospects,”
June 9. Third in a series of major studies of the
park system, the book examines changes the
system has undergone in recent years and
challenges that lie ahead.

Detailed case studies of four parks provide
background for discussion of problems facing our
national parks and recommendations by the Foun-
dation for dealing with these problems.

The report coincides with President Reagan's
recent appointment of a Commission on Outdoor
Recreation Resources Review (CORRR). Many

topics covered in “National Parks for a New
Generation'” are part of the mandate given to
CORRR earlier this year.

Three broad actions are needed to preserve
park resources and to respond to rising public ex-
pectations, according to the Foundation's report.
These include: 1) a comprehensive program to

rotect park resources, 2) special attention to
storic and cultural resources, and 3) a cam-
paign to combat external pressures on the parks.

The Highlands Voice will present a full review
of the findings and recommendations included in
this important new book later this year.

Copies of the book are avaglable for $19.95 plus
a $2 shipping and handling fee from: Ms, Lydia
Anderson, Publications Department-XX, The Con-
servation Foundation, 1717 Massachusetts Ave.,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.

Hillsboro, WV 24946 or call 304/653-4722. Costs
at the Current are as follows:

Camping $ 5.00
Bed & Breakfast (Couples) each 12.50
Bed & Breakfast each 15.00 .
Breakfast only 3.00
Lunch 3.00
Dinner 5.00




bllc accor-

ln‘ o me :c ill, Forest

: indicaled
‘had to be

should _ the plan,’

Geological 'survcy Remntqhors
to identily nonpeint pro-

sources, and .
lies and lo correel' mbhow
though voluntary cooperation or ap-
propriate enforcement aclion.

Sampling for flow and suspended

sodiments at ostablished sampling

slations will be done for a one-year
period. Samples are currently col-
lected at three locations on the Elk
mainﬂrum and at four locations on
tributaries between Charleston
Sutlon. .

The study in Ritchie is more
specific, aiming to observe and
measure erosion and sediment
resulting from oil and gas well
development. A common interest in

spm:lﬂt' mcmnmdalm lw mvl-

. sionlgglho plan,
commenls we MMM :
oda MM wm a0
" Churchill Tiwas a
ballnrhlamld
lmlhon.lll U e e GRANS o (08
Rosponse lo the plan was much
higher than lo any other plan pul
forth by forost el The last
plan, in mnmwmzw_
mhmrﬁbhﬂ? com-
mu-mm t. .
Similarly, the pl:m
m 1.500 m—ﬁ;m Wild

and Scopic River Study 40 and the

p l!ﬂ:hntmmlnslmny.dyzs s

.t.-'.'r‘ r'.

1
kbl ll “iﬁ‘

oy &‘“&t&‘ o Y- ,..*.

m::um lhn luntl
foms
rios

and llroamhlguu ypmh
mludnltll with il and gas i
which is u

cooperation effort between the DNR,
the Seil Consorvation Sorvicoe und the
Litte fumwha holl wimmlhm

l;rdllcm

mdomwlup whal ﬂﬂot'l. if ulw

~ the drilling activilios hmus

- A reporl providing: rmnllu., listing
the praclices used and not used, and

rocommending changos. in eresion
control practices will be | porod ul
the conclusion of the stut

Animal wasto
studied on tributa ‘ n
- doah River in the castern lﬁnndln
Hiigh nitrate levels in ground and sur-

fuce walers in that arca promptod
this study which will bn mmlm-.lod
over a three year

The goal is lo tornlnu whnt d-
fect the imlallalion of 10 animal

- waste treatment [acilitios in the area

will have on ‘monpoint
source pollution.

This information was obtained
from an article in the April 1985 issue
of Mainstream which provides up-to-
date information about the aclivities

of the division of water resources.

The fate of a ban on rockclimbing
al Coopers Rock will take another
turn this summer as the Kanawha
County District Court considers a mo-
tion by the Department of Natural

" Resourcos. The DNR  requested
' March 13 that:the Coopers Rock case

filod against them by the West

~ Virginia Highlands Conservancy and

two other non-profit organizations be
dismissod or ho subjec! to a summary

 judgemont.

‘I'he Conservancy filed suil against

" the DNR oarly this year when DNR of-

ficials rnfumd to rescind a ban on
rockclimbing in U Rock State
Foresl. Imposed April 24, 1984, Lhe
ban prohibited lechnical rockclimb-

ing and rapnlllns al the state fores!,
ono of the most amlorlhl

.. The Conserv
factual basis of s

Secretary of State Ken Hechler has
also disputed the re. The
Secretary records all rules proposed
by uocutlvo amdal of state govern-
ment and ensures that regulations in

g
g
%

ban.

DNR officials cited the presiner -
the rare flat spirod threo-toothed lar:
snail  as ‘@ reason for restriclin.
climbers in the forest, While concen

for the val of this snail is reu
and nol ted by the Conservanc.
il is unclear what rockcliml)-
ing can do, as ed from
activities such as . DNR
ciles heavy trampling of I lmu
as
is certainly not the only ucllnt\

romluns in lramplina of the leaf lil-
Gnnaarvamy hwm alao contena

‘that the actual mﬁ: of the snail is

unclear. Although the DNR has cited
the snail’s rare status as a reason for
‘prohibiting rockclimbing. the actuil
range has not yet been determincd.
Officials have said, however, that

lll.y the snail is found to b
y _W.Mm "

restrictions at the

tions th.

cile:
as reasons for the I:an Safety factors
present in rockclimbing are also pre-
sent in other hazardous recreational
activities such as white water rafting.
and skiing, to name a few.
mwml pro;\ieb:lliuns of ar-
tivity i ite 1 angers in-
volved.

Protection of the public’s right .
and commen! on propos(
is the Conservancy's main ob-
lll pursuing this litigation. No
hn bun taken by the Conser-
on the merits of banniny

climbing at Coopers Rock.

7€

%
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LMZI WVHC Summer Board Meeting. At the Current near
the Conservancy office (344-8833) for more infor-

mation.

- —July 20 Visit to Shannondale

Springs. The Nature Conservan-

cy. Meet at 10 a.m. at the east side of the St. Rt. 9 bridge across
the Shenandoah River approximately 4 miles east of Charles

Town.

—July 18-21 Terra Alta weekend. Brooks Bird Club. Preston

County.

the forest

Help the Conservancy. JOIN!!

—Various dates through the summer West Virginia Highlands
Photography workshops in Canaan Valley by Fred and Dorothy
Busk. Contact: WV Highlands Photography Workshops, Red
Creek, WV 26289.
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DOE bill:

By Tom Michael

At its spring meeting the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy Board of Directors voted
to participate in a series of town meetings design-

Women Voters.

ed to make legislators aware of problems with the Fullen pointed out that the House leadershiy drafted an improved version of the Governor's
Department of Energy bill. . had worked long and hard on the Governor’s . +bill. She voted against the DOE bill which was
At the same time WVHC requested review of original bill drafting a revised version which ad- -  passed and said she hopes the Legislature gets
the legislation by the Federal Office of Surface dressed environmental and safety concerns but  another chance at the legislation. "R
Mining. Problems with the bill which prompted still streamlined the permitting process. Unfor- - Morrow said she was an environmentalist and
these actions have been discussed in previous tunately the improved bill fell to last . would not have voted for the DOE bill if she
Voice articles. minute political manuevering. -~~~ thought it would harm the environment. She ex-
Gs Bk Minard defended the bill as necessary to im- pressed a willingness to reconsider the bill if
The town meetings were intended to provide  ppove the state’s business climate. However, Mike comes before the Legislature again.
legislators wiltlh li;formation about en;irmgenl:a} Burdiss of the UMWA pointed out that there are ‘S:hifm ' defended the bill, uﬂ
concerns with the new agency so when the already 1,400 permitted mines which arenot t nothing c Mary Wimmer
came before them again they would have the  operating. g o .. the Sierra mbmw rynung. .
necessary background. | s W ,mlchnpd.w did hing happen?"*
Meetings have been held in Clarksburg and Minard conceded that the coal market, not the 's attack on I:L,,, present eventually
Morgantown. The Clarksburg meeting on May 22 permitting , was the real problem. He alienated the crowd and at one point about 20
was sponsored by WVHC, Trout U ted, WV also acknowledged there were errors in the bill UMWA members walked out as he spoke.
Citizens Action Group, and the United which would need correction. , Perry nt of CAG and WVHC said he was
Mineworkers of America-COMPAC, District 31. CAG ﬁvammmﬂ-ldl - mm:u citizen " also ex-
The Morgantown meeting on June 6 was spon- petition for the Legislature to call itself back into pressed Mﬂmbm who at-
sored by the same groups and also by the Moun- . session to address the problems with the bill. . tended the meetings. . - 1 -
taineer Audubon Society and the League of  Fullen the petition but Minard declined. - Additional mmmw for

Mr. Minard voted for it.

momentum is no argument for retain-
ing that positien).

In fact, the WVHC published, about
10 years ago, a monograph ou
the specific social economic a
vantages of a northern route: better
access to and for the underutilized
labor pools of Parsons, Thomas and

Help needed in membership

Davis; better health services for those
with the longest distances to hospitals
and emergency care; better access to
secondary and post-secondary educa-
‘tional facilities for the populatio
centers of the region; less destruction
of the economically important sport
fisheries; and more. '~ '

. W LA T

drive and with Voice artick

Efforts to increase the Conservan-
cv's membership are continuing as
brochures are sent out to people fromi
other conservation-oriented organiza-
tions.

Passing along copies of the Voice to
potential members is a good way
members can let others know what
issues we are addressing and that we
need their help and support.

If you know anyone who may be in-
terested in joining the Conservancy
please write their names and ad-
dresses on the form below and send it
to the Conservancy office.

The Voice also needs your help - we
need interesting articles about things
people do in the great outdoors.

When you get home from your

canoe, hiking, climbing or caving trips
take a few minutes to write a short
story about your adventures to share
with Voice readers. The editor can
keep up with the issues and topics of
concern but is dependent on
YOU—the ‘members—to help make
the Veice more interesting. \

As you can see from this issue, the
Voice is also woefully short on
photographs which all good
newspapers are usually full of. Not
being a photographer, the editor must
depend on contributions from others
to give some visual appeal to the
Voice. So if you take your camera
along’ on your summer ftrips,

- remember- the Voice when you get

those snaps back! :

| think the following person(s) may be interested in Conservan-
cy membership. Please send them the membership brochure
and other information about the Conservancy.

Please return this form to:

The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy

Suite 201

1206 Virginia St., East

Charleston, West Virginia 25301

Two delegates, Floyd Fullen and Joe Minard,
and fifty citizens attended the Clarksburg
meeting. Mr. Fullen voted

against the bill while

1‘.

Actually has come out in
favor of a Parsons route at this time.
Most of all environmental organiza-
tions and the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources have a
similar position: that being the ‘‘no-
build" scheme as the preferred alter-
native and a Parsons route being the
best of the rest.

At the July WVHC board meeting,
Green will propose that the WVHC
surport a decision by the State to
select a northern route for the pro-
ject, should the State do so.

“This will be' a watershed vote,”
Green said. ""Please let your opinion
be known." :

Meanwhile back at the office, the
bulldozer of trrograss has apparently
been throttled back temporarily.
Rumor has it that the current prefer-
red corridor location is subject to

Tucker
‘in Con
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Public responds to problems at town meetings
' delegates, Shelby Leary, Florence Morrow and
Larry Schifano, a_ttended the Morsantm

“H: *Generally!
would expect Tucker countians to be
pro-anything that even hints of
development, yet the area remains
curiously silent. The Highways com-
mittee would welcome information
giving some insight into Tucker coun-
ty’s position on Corridor H.

Late update on DOE bill

A June 23 Sunday Gazette-Mail story reports that a letter from the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to Governor Arch Moore states that he does not
have authority to transfer to the DOE the federally approved water pollution

program.

Approval for the program within the DNR was given in May after two years
of consideration. The program was traqsferred from the water resources divi-

sion to the reclamation division.

When the DOE bill becomes effective, however, the reclamation division will
be disbanded. By default the water pollution program will probably end up
back in the DNR's water resources division, according to John Purbaugh, Con-

servancy member.

DNR director Ron Potesta said, however, that the transfer of the program
will be just a formality and that he attaches no particular significance to the

caution in the letter.



Help needed for Allsgheny Trail upke

Interested in adopting a section of the Allegheny Trail? The West Virginia
Scenic Trails As n is looking for people to help maintain the trail in this
state. | , _

If you live near a portion of the Trail or frequent an area the trail passes

UN w:il,tohhﬂlhﬁdm:wﬂm.mhct
are interested in.

58), Section

i
L
]
A

tional Board of Governors. r _
wmmuwm-wmvmmmmu
the Board. These include protection of 1,595 acres with an estimated fair
market value of $1.3 million , launching of the important Natural Areas

n, and a big increase in the number of special ACORN supporter

thﬁdmﬁm

by companies
and menufacturers must be provided to the state Department of Health, the

ooun!yahult!ndthonn_ndﬂrsdap;rqnmtmrﬁng]uly 12 according to the
orln:moro than 55 gallons or 500 pounds
information about the chemical, its

Adocument prepared by the Department of Health will list all the hazardous
substances covered by the right-to-know law. A department official estimates it
will contain about 700 chemical substances.

Companies must be in compliance with the law by November 15. Most of the
information they must provide is included in Material Safety Data Sheets
which most manufacturers produce for the substances they make.

s —reported in the Charleston Daily Malil, 6-4-85

New process successful in PCB cleanup

Soil contaminated with mychlorinatodbiphenyh.ml.ataduh Fayette
Cmmtyisnlmontolonn to a new process for destroying hazardous
wastes.

A t of Natural Resources official discovered the contamination
last The Environmental Protection Agency declared the site a public
health hazard because the levels of PCB's in the soil were as high as 260.000
parts per million and they had soaked into the soil as deep as 14 inches.

The process for extracting the toxic chemicals from the soil involves the use
o soaks up the PCB's, thus cleansing the soil. It has been used on
a small scale to study material in the soil but had not been proven to be cost el-
fective on a large scale.

An EPA official said the process will probably be patented and could revolu-
tionize how hazardous wastes are
PCB's were used as insulators in electrical N\mﬂ' until health officials
found were a possible cancer-causing agent. Fayette County site was
a field filled with electrical equipment leaking PCB-laden oil. The equipment
has been shipped to out-of-state incinerators, (s e 5t
e 2 " —reported in the Charleston Gazette, 5/17/85

National Forest fees proposed by Reagan
Visitors to the nation's 155 National Forests would be charged entrance fees
irwmmwmmmmummmdwcmm
The calls for anyone 16 years of age or older enters a National
Forest to have an annual pass which would cost $15 per person or $25 for a

family.
Maney collected would supplement fees already imposed for use of camp-
- boat docks and picnic areas at many National Forests.

Adnﬂhrltirllorwm the collection of fees for access to National Park
Itnndlwnaln uced last year but no sponsors in the House or Senate could be
The National Trails Council is seeking opinions on this concept. The address
is 13 W. Maple St., Alexandria, WV 22301.

A -reported in Conservation 85, 4/26/85

'wh'nnsthmforzymhdww

Forthuomdmﬂnmr.twbaldoglemﬂhnphvobomfound
and bended in West Virginia by Department of Natural Resources and Na-
tional Wildlife Federation personnel.

The birds are banded so biologists are able to recognize individual eagles
and determine whether those hatched in the state return here to nest.
mhu:adh‘ﬂnrdymmty.thuanbthoonlykmacuwwmmtin

state.

Bald eagles are on the endangered species list and money from the non-game
Mldﬁloh;chochoﬂhundmhalpm:h&t:inthaobim. - T
Residents are asked to report eagle tings, especially during the peri
between February and June which is the breeding season. lhoﬁdbe
made to Nongame Wildlife Unit, Wildlife Resources Division, P.O. Box 67.

Elkins WV 26241.
—reported in the Sunday Gazette-Mail, 6/16/85

Harpers Ferry project nears completion

The National Park Service is completing the first part of a $3 million project
to enable tourists to retrace John Brown's 1985 route to Harpers Ferry.
Brown's men crossed the Potomac River on a railroad bridge in Maryland's

“southern Washington Coun:r Until now, it has been illegal for hikers to cross

the river on the existing ra

By autumn, however, a pedestrian walkway on the downstream side of the
bridge should be ted. In addition a 5,000 section of an old masonry wall
along the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is being repaired.

The bridge and the wall repair are the first two phases of the project under-
way in Harpers Fen'r‘;(‘:lk‘he final phase will be the reconstruction of Lock 33, a
very deep, dramatic which walkers will be able to see as they come down
the pedestrian walkway.

Park Service rangers will take visitors upstream for interpretative tours of
other locks, including sections built by George Washington's Shenandoah Falls
Canal Co. once the project is complete.

—reported in the Herald Dispatch, 6/15/85

The Conservancy wants you!
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Femnnoﬂnthnmtdlmeultphnhloidu-
tify and many people don't attempt to do so,
preferring instead to concentrate on more color-
ful plants such ad wildflowers. In addition it is.
often hard to find & simple identification guide to
ferns in a particular area.

A new booklet published by the West Virginia
University Extension Service should make fern

; Mmuuuummwmwmaunhm

One of a new series of natural history booklets

{:mducsddbywthotoxtmion nrvivti:ed..:lntroduction '
o Ferns est Virginia' pro illustrations
descriptions of 41 common ferns and allied
found in the state. Information on basic
fern biology and a comprehensive fern checklist is
also included. :
. The fern booklet and *‘Winter Birds of West
" are currently available and four others
series will be finished soon. '
Dawﬂpummdmmmumofumw "Spr
in West Virginia in the winter are included in the
birdbooklelalmwithammpmhmw'
ol:iuntt;ro birds. : of
booklets contain nontechnical, - or
understand information and are ﬂm ~ment,
anyone tnlomled in the natural history of Wﬂlt

EE

red are
rginia, "

‘!'illu of booklets currently belns p
ing and Summer Birds of West
‘Ow!t " “Wetland Plants of West Virdnh * and

D_gmﬂlaoﬂvutwrgini
mmummmum

Porm-ndcum

op Hall Morgentown, WY 20506,

~PO. hms orhuthuWVUhoohton Cost is
"-wwupv -

M
é_ Introduction to Ferns of West Virginia _# v

WVHC sool(a new

By Larry George and liaison with

Weat- ¥ " tion organizations. W mm

Highlands Conser- in
vancy Vice t for Federal Al- php ‘_hm nb' natunl

fairs Linda Winter has resigned ef-

_fective July 1 to accept aprotonknal_ .
-staff tion with National
Wild Federation. Gunurvancy

;e
Larry Wm C President, 9

25705, aoumlm K
Winter, 101 Cabin -

‘Jlll!ﬂtlﬂllﬂl.l1 :

itlcnl sxporlanca
lhn mlority m vloa

withoulmyspu:lﬂ-pnhund

or con-

‘l‘ne vice president for federal af-

fairs is ble for Conservancy
contacts with the state’'s Congres-
sional delegation, developing and
managing strategies to influence
legislation and Administraﬂon policy

eastern "lﬂl“rdnh‘. 1@ posi
will be appointed for the unexpired
term through October 13, 1985 at
which time it is subject to election by
the mbershlp at the WVHC annual
meeting.

servation experience nnr.l hnve been

quite auomlul

HowyourMonborofcorwvobdon

environmental issues

By Linda Winter

How our congressional representatives vote on
environmental issues is a key indicator of how im-
portant these issues are to them. It also allows us
to judge how helpful particular representatives
are to organizations such as the West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy.

works to elect conservation—mmded candidatea to .

office.

lssuosmemdbyLCVschamlndudewam '

pollution f , synthetic fuels, wilderness, tox-
ic waste, Super und, water projects, energy con-
servation, elc.

The chart below shows how often your
members of Consress voted for environmental

to

Office,

Ratllﬂhnmmpluol
available rmtom

" River Conservation (

Foryour free copy of the St. thtpdster write
Chris Lmtchliter. Executive. Assistant, WVHC
Suite 201, 1206 Virginia St., East,

Charleston, WV 25301. But hurry, there gre onlv

Each year the League of Conservation Voters legislation. The sgores represent the percenta 12 available!
publishes charts showing the floor votes of all of times each member made the environmen L 3 AR
members of the House and Senate on the most eorroctvoto.()nehnndredpercanlistbelﬂshem ‘
crucial environmental and energy issues. LCVisa  possible score.
national, non-partisan political committee which
WV CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION VOTING RECORD Yoia M u l '
B3/84% 82 81 ' | |
Senalors: Byrd (D) 61 69 75 H* vw
Randolph (D) 44 62 56 ’
»w s =  Take a partin

Representatives: oll- han (D-1) - = ¥

Mollohan (D-1

Staggers (D-2) 82 71

Staggors | &2 71 West

Rahall (D-4) 66 53 56

L
* Scores were not compiléd for the Senate floor votes in 1983 but are combined with the voting fecord for 1984.

From: How Congress Voted on Energy and the Environment—1983-84 Senate Voting Chart, 1984 House of
Representatives Voting Chart, $4, LCV, 320 4th St., NE, Washington, D.C. 20002.

Virginia’s future!!
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