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Secretary of Interior supersedes part of Energy bill

'U.S. Secretary of the Inte
issued his decision on the legis|
Waest Virginia Department of Engn
took the unusual action of sugsgsed:
provisions of the new law. . 77" .

‘Hodel found sections of the state law to be in-
consistent with the rements of the Federal
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1877 (SMRCA) with which all state surface mining
reclamation programs must comply, - -
_The Secretary took this a ter the West

- SMCRA

Another major element of the DOE bill was its
failure to impose conflict of interest requirements

“on the DOE Commissioner and his deputy, a short-

coming which received extensive criticism from
editorials in many of the state's daily papers as
well as conservation groups. OSM found that the
regulations which prohibit financial con-
of interest by state regulatory officials ap-

* plied directly to the. Commissioner and all

) of the Department of Energy who per-

I form any duties related to surface mining

reclamation. :

OSM indicated it woul uire conflict of in-
terest statements to be filed with the federal
agency by all DOE officials and employees not
covered by the state conflict of interest require-

mtp. s

The federal agency also modified the state law

rding the prohibition of issuing surface min-

- .;-i\ bed ‘and breakfast inn a thé
vty fow. el et e
summer (1] ¥ 18
Highlands Conservancy Board  of

Directors July 21. After an mispf

sic and conservation, the beard
Iiﬁ"lled down on the lawn Sunday mor-

8

" First on the agenda was the Presi-
gnt’s report. Larry George introduc-
ed the new representative for the
League of Women Voters of West
pointed a nominating committee to
develop a slate of candidates fer
directors-at-large. These will - be

: Jn'h: rd congidered pro-
associated with continuing
eration of the executive office in
arleston. It was decided that after
¢ aber 15 the position of Ex-
ecutive Assistant would be abolished.
A volunteer membership secretary
will perform ‘rart of the duties of the
assistant and receive a stipend of
$125 per month. _

Tom Michael, senior vice presi-
dent, presented information relating
to the establishment of the Conser-
vancy's endowment fund. A motien to
appoint a committee to do the paper-
work associated with this fund was
approved by the board.

The Conservancy's actions and suc-
cesses in opposing the Department of
Energy bill were presented by Per
Bryant, vice president for state al-
fairs. An injunction obtained by the
Conservancy and other groups to pre-
vent the issuing of permits for mines

rega
ln.'_ A

bill are seen as viclories for the Con-

servancy. Bryant said WVHC should :

tment of
E Commis-

conlinue to oppose the a
Kenneth Faerber as

sioner until conflict of interes! infor-

mation is provided and evaluated.

Bryan! also announced the

establishment of the West Virginia
Environmental Defense Fund the pur-
pose of which is to acl as an en-

vironmental mformation and referral

network.
Tha mining commitiee report deall

mainly with recent m_lba_tak,.cr bl
the Conse ihcnwmcml au
ing across Panl

board agreed to oppose such action
and authorized by John McFerrin,

committee chair, to take what actions

were necessary to regisier the Con-
servancy's opposition to the proposal.

The status of the Hominy Creek
situation, reported. on in the May
Voice, is unchanged. The
Waestmoreland Company has delayed
negotiating an agreement until the
new Department of Energy is
established.

No new information was reported
on the Coopers Rock lawsuit or the
Monongahela National Forest Draft
Plan by the Public Lands committee.
MNF personnel have said a new plan
will be presented bo the public for
comment, See story on page 8.

Other action included approval of
the offering of Nature Skool at the
Fall Review.

of lwo_-'ﬁcr.a_i or less ond the rejection .
by OSM of various provisions of the

er State Foresl. The

armiits to persens jn violation of environmen-

As part of a series

highlighting
s in the Monongahelas National Forest are featured in the August issue of Natural History

Various theories about the information of the glades and how such an environmental develop-
inent so far south of its usual range are nted. :
mmmmm-mmmmmumudmmwm
replace the bog species with forest plants.
Anyone interested in getting a copy of the article can wrile to the editor at the address shown in

ntually
the roster.

PG e Operimy Y svold 00
pliance with a wide varisty of environmental and -

. gsioner of such conduct. OSM su;

within the state after a finding by the &gmmis-

8 pro-
vision by requiring that West Virginia refrain
from issuing a permit to any person in violation of
environmental laws or mining permit tions
in West Virginia or any other state without the
need to demonstrate a willful pattern.

OSM also sup: ed the provision of the DOE

bill which have granted the Commissioner
the discretionary power to release an operator’s
reclaniotion bond even though the post mining
water quality was not equal to or better than that
of the pre-mining conditions on the site. Final
bond release requirements have been critical to
the success of the state’s surface mining
regulatory program by compelling operators to
ameliorate water pollution at former surface min-
ing sites and discouraging irresponsible
operators from even entering the state.

OSM also modified the discretionary power of

‘com-
 under state law. In the past,

the state used much more conservation variance -

authority to engage in desirable research and
development activities at mine sites. The DOE bill

DOE Commissioner to issue special |

_.*J‘

greatly expanded the authority by which such

variances could be issued.
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the biological phenomena in National Forests, the Cranberry

e ——




Nominations from the membership
for five Directors-atlarge for the
West Virginia Highlands Conservan-
cy Board are requested by the
nominating-committee. .

Persons to fill the five seats will be
elected by the Conservancy member-
ship at the Annual Meeting October
13 in conjunction with the Fall Review
near Mouth of Seneca. West Virginia.

Individuals elected to these posi-

clude a statement-indicating that the
individual nominated is willing to

serva,

Nominations should be made in

writing to: David Elkinton, Chair,
WVHC Nominating Committee, Rt. 5
Box 228-A, Morgantown WV 26505.

Nominations may also be made on j

the floor of the Annual Meeting but

tions must be Conservancy members presented by the Nominating Commit-
and will serve two year terms. Each tee.
Conservancy member may nominate A list of nominees will be published in
up to five individuals and must in- the September Voice.
Anne Romance to represent LWV
on Conservancy board

A former Citizen Action Group staff on environmental issues with the
member has been named to the post League. It was a natural move for her
of West Virginia Highlands Conser- (o become the League's represen-
vancy organizational director for the tatinlotho(‘m:m&m&a
League of Women Voters. The League  position became a i
become a member of the Conserv Rmmnﬂlhhq;hm
this year and Anne Romance w the joint efforts of the |
represent this organization at board tions on mutual concerns and

meetings.

Romance became involved in en-
vironmental issues while working for
(..AG and became a member of the

iobhhd for the past four
urs at the State Legislature which
s given her the opportunity to work

Since February. 118 new members
Tt the htﬁ ulu:lbonhip
vancy
to 705. The re of 725 reported
earlier was in error due to some con-
fusion in the number of complimen-
lary copies of Veice mailed.

Chris Leichliter, the Conservancy
executive assistant, said lhobut
cent of return on membership noliclta-
tions is from recommendations by
current members. Of seven people
recommended by Conservancy
members, six subsequently joined.

This is very
Please continue to help in the

membership campaign by filling ou} _

the form below if you can think
anyone who may be interested in the
Conservancy.

New members are essential to the
continued effectiveness of WVHC as
a conservation organization in West

Y.
Virginia Adveocates for -
Developmentally Disabled.

Virginia. Members telling others
about the Conservancy and its work is
the best way to encourage potential
munhnn to join.

A direct mail membership cam-
paign launched in mid May involved
sending brochures and letters to
members of various groups such as
Sierra Club, Mountain Stream
Monitors, League of Women Voters,

pmden!slotheMmmnhohNa—

tional Forest Plan and others. The
mma to these mailings has been
rate.

of 407' brochures sent to Sierra

Club members, for example, eldz
positive responses were receiv
Since the campaign only began in
May, Leichliter expects more
to be coming in soon.

With everyone's help, we may still
reach our goal of 1,000 Conservancy
members by the end of 1985!

be included in the slate
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To the Editor:

Congratulations on your June, 1985 issue.

Having visited your beautiful state recently, | heartily commend your ef-
forts to conserve some of the excellent areas we viewed. | found the
Cranberry Wilderness of special beauty on our visit.

Coming from the State of Oregon, which has a great history of conserva-
tion of scenic areas, | implore you and the Voice to take all actions possible
to protect and preserve these areas for the future.

Good luck,

J.E. Chariton
Portland, Oregon
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FomtSomoeandBLMtotadelan_dandmnorals
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takes effect, only 22 of the 71 communities would
retain both types of federal offices.

Of the 35 million acres of public land involved,
18.3 million acres would be transferred from the
BLM to the FS and 16mm acres from the FS to the
BLM. Mmuemont of subsurface minerals on ap-

million acres of FS land, current-
BLM, would be transferred to the

IR b e s
mal transfer
the FS.

to the FS. In addition, all subsurface land manage-
ment in the East {34,465 acres) would be transfer-

o
Nntinmll'omtmm:zlchdrmll ty for
'MNF personnel.

Rupondblllty for leasing federal minerals in
West Virginia would bo“tmranlferrod to the FS.

PAGE 3
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land woul also manage the subsurface.
Inspection and enforcement of operations on
federal leases would become the responsibility of
the FS. The MNF would probably two new
omployo?mw accomplish these mineral
ties.

MNF personnel would become responsible for
the Wild Horse and Burro program in the East. It
is expected that the would ad-

xfninsier an adoption center sometime in the
uture

A 30-day public reviewpuhdfor lhompual
concluded July 8. Twenty-eigh

were conducted nationwidn in hte June.

lnput received during the comment period will
be used to refine the final concepts to be submit-
ted as a legislative rroponl to ress.

No time schedule for submission of the proposal
to Congress or for its implementation was sug-

gested.

Nationa] Wildlife quaﬂonmmmuthomwmf tln Act an&i __,

iﬁﬂnakl of $50
b __IM!IM

_ﬁuActhcﬁuwmmmmmmcrmum
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Gumﬂm_mmﬂmmmhu&!wmhdmﬁwaw
| oqnhctihdrmtoummmmmlhoir

nnwmﬁn

! Bnmtéfﬂ.n-ﬁcnnwildlllabmdnupof'
Imdmhmmmmwlﬂs

mmmwmmmn.
wildlife and en-
animals that are not
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'_:Mudborhﬁ
jer lnfllllllm
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(& 'nf huic 'wutn lﬂs hs- _
! .« slored and discharged from

.Todatamlyﬂabmionhasheen
generated from the tax on chemical

Tw pmduo:‘u u"(.)'cmmu-
an expansion tax to
rge the pool of funds available

and a speedier timetable for cleanup.
Superfund is up for reauthorization

by Congress this year, '

In addition to lobbying for more
money, O'Connor's group and the
Waest Virginia Citizen's Action Group
are attempting to strengthen the

right-to-know language of the Super-.

fund legislation.

luhhwnlodhyloqxprmyourmmllormmblm.

nmvmbom

| Allh&mﬁ The amounts of chemicals
lants is
con-

required to be disclused

- panies under the new slate Communi-

ty Right.to Know I.w. new Superfund
wo would only require- com-
panies to disclose whal chemicals
were produced or used in lheir
plants.

Perry Bryant, CAG acting direclor,
said it was ironic that Congress would
consider a law weaker than one re-
quired in West Virginia. Under the
E.W law no information would

ve to be disclosed about substances
discharged into the air.

Six dump sites in Wesl! Virignia are
on the national priority list for Super-
fund cleanup. So far only one, Fike
Chemical, is on a cleanup schedule.
O’Connor said the pace of cleanups
must be increased.

— — For Sale — —

CANOE FOR SALE: 17-foot Coleman
vinyl canoe with paddles, cushions,
life-jackets, foam car-top carrier
pads. $250. Contact Brad Mon-

tgomery, 512' Kanawha Blvd,, West,
Charleston, WV 25302. Phone
345-9016 evenings.

Thus, the agency that manages the surface of lhe_

mmw‘,

Lamsarvancey pmatltllml l.prn (.unrp. lmut right, listens as
incuss important

* honrd mombors

‘mallers on (he lawn of The

Cureent ol the summer lunllm lulﬂl Hllll'y on page 1.

The proposed mal permit for
the oil and gas industry was approved

and pul into effect july 10 the
waler resources division of the
Department of Natural Resources.
The new permil will impose con-
irols on (realing and disposing of
drilling wastes lo replace those which
were not enforceable under the old
individual permil system. The state
did nol have the resources lo process
individual permils' of the 2,000 to
4,000 wells drilled in the state each

year.

Under the new sysiem, lrealment
and disposal requirements will be
par!t of the Iraditional permilt to drill
an oil and gas well thal is issued by

.a-uo-p-nitwondbvm

the mines and mineréls gection of the
state Department of Enbrgy.
Although some problems with Lhe
new system have been poinled oul
(see July Veice), environmental

groups seem to favor the
new permit iss procedure. Treal-
ment and ' rements are

not part of the traditional permit
issued o well drillers.

An industry representative said
drillers estimate thal meeling the new
requirements will cost approximately
$4.000 per well.

Approval of the general permit
culminates a 2': year eflor! by slate
and federal agencies., indusiry
represenialives, and environmental

Rroups.

Don’t forget
Oct. 11-13

WVHC Fall Review
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- Recydling:

What happens to the garbage
generates each week? Most of us don’t give it a se-
cond thought after putting it out for the garbage
collectors to load on their truck and take away.

For many years garbage was either burned in

an incinerator or dumped into the most conve-

nient hole in the ground. Now, however, air pollu-

tion control and energy costs of incirieration are -

prohibitive and new regulations have made dump-
ing 8 more expensive and complicated alter-

difficult expensive problem each year. It now
costs y $35 per ton to dispose of solid waste
generated in the city of Charleston.

Nationwide, it costs American consumers ap-
proximately $6 billion annually to dispose of their
garbage. y any method of reducing the
quantity of garbage

Glass being collected for recycling at the Charleston center. 1
is crushed and sold to manulacturers for use in making now

glass.

entering the waste stream is

A positive altemative to d

Opon trucks rooniving recyclables at the I:Iﬂaiiiﬁ' ﬂéi:w:llm:
tamtor in t.hul'lnnlnu The conter collocts nluminum, glass and

- - i o £

" . Th indurie
then washes and refills-the bottles, thus, in a
This ¢ uﬁyhn
can applied to othe
tainers, ummmlnumulc::i‘:
so-called bottle bills encompass not only glass bot-

hﬂl.' v . . . 1
; mrﬁmwml.mm. it is often not

Wl e . 30
" Wt In !

e § i'“w § o .
aluminum ;
_m“v one beverage
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newspapers distributed in the U.S. were recycled,
come to those collecting and selling the papers for

reuse. ii3
Aluminum can also be recycled, usually in th
form of beverage cans, although aluminum
and other products can also be recycled.
Aluminum is one of the best money-makers in
T SR LRSS
rcentage of m A
Glaxbothd?iorodnm clear, can be crushed
and used in the production of new glass packag-
ing materials. Making up about 10 percent of the
weight of typical municipal trash, all used glass
containers can be recycled. In 1981, g
manufacturers recycled more than 3.2 billion
tles and jars, about 14 containers for every per-
son in the country. TR LY
Other products such as tin cans and used
led. Unless a
and

EF

automobile oil can also be r

economically feasible to collect these it
-".' . W - "i::? 'fvt\)'

B 1

- PR

can as
energy as half-filling it with gasoline and

thusiastic ' "duiping it on' the ground. Similarly, making

and drop them off somewhere or even just
them out on the curb. ko

What can be recycled?

Paper, aluminum, glass, and tin are the most
commonly recycled materials. Collection of these
items is usually easy and markets are often
available. il

Paper products make up 29 percent of the
weight of typical municipal solid wgeste. 18 million
tonatin the U.S. in 1981. About 26 percent of this
waste paper was recycled representing about 24

t of the fiber used by the
N’f ey by the paper and paper-
wspapers are the most-commonly cled
paper product. In 1981 about 30 pamonrl.‘z the

Fucyclag Can sav mcnes Wi increasing
costs of garbage collection and landfill
recycling can save money by

lncyclnj. can create a positive environmental
image. Faced with massive pollution problems,
soaring anorfy costs, and the of the na-
tion's natural resources, people are often at a loss
to know what they, as individuals, can do for the
gﬂmg Recygling gives people a chance to
ve an nmen
their own homes. easy . by den
Obviously, a well-coordinated program of

mtl::l:gd .ia necessary for such an image to be

Although the advantages of recycling seem
to outweigh the disadvnntas::.cy there ayoﬁm
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FSreopondstOpubllccommentsonPlan

Nmuhda National Forest Draft Plan

has«mnlbcnhu:;wl& N

ve beenidentified and analyzed orest personnel. These conce nd

mmmm%ﬁ. ro%-;li:amhﬁ&ﬁt?pﬁan
r orma

y members who did not receive u::pm newulsttn:e il

— “A special place”

j regarded as cpodnl place' by many people and they want to
ay. feel that programs for development of roads, timber
m% and extensive accomodations for tourism would have unaccep-
se impacts, Public comments indicated preference for natural con-
lwrllipno( recreation use, rather than roads, timber or

We plln uwm this concern for the unique, natural conditions of the
Fomtmmommnwwmmthnbnuerm levels of timber and road
buildht Ogral ___aclr-thql' J we will prepare a new Manage-

L T e o e vt T loce o he Foroes s
v orm m areas so designat ere will be
harvest operations and therefore no new roads. Under the new

mthn and wildlife management will be emphasized. We will

try to a]iply W nl'p pﬂlcﬁ])lﬁm to nbout 10 percent of the Forest,

"ir 3 2

'ﬂmlhruﬁmhi illn]or concern 1o both individuals and groups. A total of

'ﬂ

1,152 ¢ were qun_ on this_subject. They were g into five
catego cluding thos ted: l}lh-tlharebono cutting
onllnmw ‘orest.; .pll'ml.zldnmcharcu but rather use selective
cutting-21 percent; 3)do not increase the present of timber cutting-33 per-
cenl; 4) use restrictions such as specifying only cerlain species of rees to cul
or ising only certain logging techniques and of cutling-34 percent; and 5)

i the preferred ' of the ft Plan-5 percen!. Every
calmﬂ ) limber with the majorily showing the '

gﬂmwwmmwdmm ralher than !he ‘method of

rvesl,

The Forest will significantly lower the long-term level of limber harvest in-

; Mmmﬂ“‘;lhomaﬂlhn.Wewmmmhddﬁh;mnml
. '___brlhl‘lmdnc-ﬂu pmloclmlmndahoul

&ddhrmlolfw

Lk Latha [:}* ll

t:urrnﬁl; agin |
hnmrwnmlﬂﬂlndbnlomﬂnmi -
ﬂs\l:}.. ill not propose 1o lea coal =

e w apl nm
meuanGMams.Wowm Drap(
could be irretrievably lost to the public if not used in cc
mﬂ'mlm In all other cases we

mnnnphn had attempted

wlldlllupadu.'l‘hcdunhodnhn tadupﬁ-hum the existing policies

' mﬂru an amy of alternatives designed

toére ate diverse habitats for a wide variety of

on road closure. There was an overwhelming calling for an
on bear and turkey habitat with more ramoto cmdltiom Annciated with this
was a large amount of support for older trees.
By changing prescriptions, an additional 25
Iorhurandmrkoy The draft plan ca 'Jmoemmteland
-and the new Forest objective will reach for approxima 70poroult To do
this we are creating a new recreation prescription. We
as remote habitat, shift some other allocations of land, and closo more roads to
motorized public travel. A significant increase in timher rotation will be
made to prevent disturbing wildlife and to reduce levels of timber harvest.

Major Concern 5 — Roads

The road network described in the Draft Plan was a Forest transportation
system not scheduled for completion until the 22nd century. Looking back on it,
this was a little unrealistic to project so far into the future. The network was
projected to have four times the amount of roads 200 years from now.
However, it was interpreted by many that it would occur in the near future and
drastically change the character of the Forest. This mmunderslandmg brought
thousands of comments mostly in opposition to road construction projects as
well as applicable standards, density, costs, maintenance and management.

In response to this concern, the “"ultimate’ road system of the future has
haen ahnndonod A modified projection into the foreseeable future will be

cts of road construction will be carefully studied this summer. Each

will be built to the lowest standard possible while still meeting the need.

Altuﬂll all roads will be closed to motorized travel by the public to protect
lurkey and bear habitat.

rmntofthe?omtmbo'

Major Concem 6 — calihrm

Hmmmlhrmvmimm&:hﬁfdimw?lhap;m

These rmsurmllmpl nof want to see any conifer or loss

e habitat from natnrnl conifer chgent in what il:‘:d been

ELn hardwood forests. There are two primary concerns. One is the

practice of ting trees. The other is how to manage the conifers that are
nalurally occurring on a large part of the Forest.

The Forest will no plan any reforestation programs solely for timber
managemen! purposes. Any iree ting will have to be luslll'ied by wildlife
Eﬂqkm In the portions of the Forest where pine is naturally occurring.

rd {0 encourage a mixture with hardwoods rather
than large, nolld blocks of pine. Rotation ages will be lengthened, roads will be
closed to motorized public travel and mast bearing trees will be encouraged.
‘The Forest wlll nol,

m plan any extonsivo programs to remove axlshna

ol .Mfﬂ relard natural succession.

mm7—w¢m

The Draft plan and its accompanying Draft Environmental Impact Statement
to meet timber, recreation

demands. Some respondents did not feel alternatives provided ade-
m choices nor did the alternatives

t a full range of possibilities.
suggested the DEIS was inadequate

use all of the alternatives simply

'oﬂuudurhbl.inphwwlhomolpmdwnasoodsorurvm but not
-how many would be produced. Some agencies requested that a new DEIS be
m to explore a wider range of outputs. In general a lower production

sought by these agencies.

A completely new alternative will be created. It will be our response to
public concern. The revised plan will be based on the new alternative. The
Plan Implementation Socuw ‘be m y revised lo assure inter-

| Wmﬂlnnhllnd involvement. The DEIS will be
_' to lhom identified during public review. The revised -
Plan and DEIS will be available for pulilc review and comment prior lo im-

p 4 - .
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even
and asmb to buy materials made before col-
lections are started. If the materials cannot be
muy recycled, there is no point collecting

In some cases people are not willing to par-
ticipate in a recycling program although good
public information campaigns can help overcome
this problem. If people will not separate their

lrash and it to a recycling center or place it
on their curbs for collection, the materials cannot

be recycled. This is a very real problem in some
areas and can prevent the successful operation of

a program.

Recycling in West Virginia

slation uiring boverase container
Ncb:glilnlhnno favorably considered in

West Vlrglnh to date. Beverage Industry Recycl-
ing rams (BIRP) have been set up in various
parts of the state to citizens with the op-
portunity to sell materials for recycling. One ob-
jective of such centers is to prove to egislalora
that mandatory recycling programs are not
necessary.

Only a few voluntary non-profit
centers operate in West Virginia. The citios of
Ravenswood, Charleston, and Parkersburg are
the only ones which have centers accepting all
types of recyclable materials. A few others
around the state accept just cans or just paper.

The Citizens Recycling Center in rleston is
probably the beal example. Started in 1973, this
program has recycled more then 12 million

of paper, glass, aluminum, and steel waste
products in its 12 years of operation.

recycling

Of the r;alerlals cnﬂccl‘laod. on
paper and 18 percent glass
make up the rest of the recycled material.

The Center estimates that this has saved the ci-
ty of Charleston approximately $220.710 in
disposal costs and resulted in more than 6.000
tons of material being diverted from the city's
landfill. This is equivalent to 38 days of garbage
pickup in Charleston and South Charleston com-
bined.

Although CRC sells the materials it collects. it is
operating at a loss, mainly because the volume of
materials collected is not high enough to cover ex-
Renm associated with their operation. It is,

owever, an excellent example of what recycling
could accomphsh in West Virginia if people were
made aware of the benefits to be gained,

For information about CRC, write to CRC, P.O.
Box 4225, Charleston, WV 25364.

Join the Conservancy
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Roaring Plains:

THE HIGHLANDS VOICE

LrtﬂeknownbutbeautlfulpartofMoumnSm

By Bob Stough

Why the Roaring Plains?

This story comes out of a desire to help_

reserve the Roaring Plains area. Most people (a
Eaast here in the north) who have hiked in
Waest Virginia highlands have been to Dolly Sods
and know of the spectacular beauty of the Red
Creek canyon. But comparatively few seem to be
aware even of the location of Roaring Plains. -

On a number of occasions 1 have noted the
trailheads into Dolly Sods jammed with vehicles
while those leading to the Roaring Plains have few
or none at all. If the Roaring Plains now en
wilderness protection. this situation would
change somewhat and encourage a broader
dispersion of wilderness users in the Red Creek
drainage.

Currently, however, the high plains are not pro- ..

tected at all. except by a rather vague assertion
the Forest Service to "'manage’ the arda toem-
phasize primitive recreation. What this has
meant in the past has been a natural gas pipeline,
a microwave tower, a well-maintained 5-mile
gravel road, and lately some sloppy survey work
conducted to determine the extent of natural gas
deposits under the Flatrock and Red Creek Plains.
In addition, a timber sale has been scheduled on
Skidmore Ridge. and there is an ong attempt
:;J lglain access roads to log much of the Long Run
alley.
1 fear that unless more friends of the
become familiar with tha Roaring Plains, and

raise their voices to protoct them, this explnita-
tion will continue apace and further degrade
what is still, at least for now, one of the most
outstanding wilderness areas, declared nor net, -
in the state of West Virginia. -

Outhmﬂnl'hhn

We start out on a fine
the Boar's Nest-South Pro

from Laneville. The tra

e
thmush steep, rocky woods mw&& of
Red Creek. Here we find a large and beautiful
atroamﬂlodwlthmsybouldmandlimdbylall
W tikogsl:mthprk;ngtnﬂm
e ¢ upstream
past clear pools and sun-sparkllns waerfal!s.
eventually crossing over and heading u
mountain through a mature birch forest to
cond crossing, now 700 feet higher. Fromhorewa
have a short but steep climb, as we cross Rt. 70
andskirtahugemckloominsuplmmatﬂw

very edge of the plains. v gth;ckm""j"‘
From the t wogetaﬁnsvlswlookinshack Fllum w “ : d
down the South Fork valley, then continue onthe . As we near the edge of the g
trail a short way until it 1o bend back at another large rock- fa
towards the north up to the Red Creek Plains. We oramic vista looking nor
enjoy a very beautiful hike past dense spruce and pss - and summit of

mountain pine, and man Inmmshmll
rockfields, 0

But toda weleavethotmllinaw m
ngd head southwest up towa'ur:l; the

meadow
Ro:& Pia[np thomelv . winding aronnig

- short detour out to'a large
'amgnmmtvmaofthonéﬂhmﬁ th For'

i 'hm% m:;‘ :

* Vulturea and ravens soar by on the ther
deep into the ca

meadows. Then throushal!andofyallmv
biuréhq?tntoam‘:m forest where we take
rodfomﬂonﬂshton

the edge of the Allegheny F are. oated tc

ing views of far-distant mountainls

‘the so-called huckleberry M&Mhm
to many blueberries and huckleberries there are
numerous large beds of pink azaleas tha .put.o:':
spectacular flower shows in sarly )\w,

We travarsa the plains nnﬂlmrnchlhp,
gasline swath and l'd.lowitm )wn again
the upper Soumrornuhz junction with
Rt. 70. We take the road for a ahm-uﬂpmm
theﬂmri':Ne:t;nr:ir'm tream in @ fal

I:‘:ﬂ““ g ) o
”d"!"“ i gt Pree
bout the day over a pot of moun

stew in the cool evening beside clear olmm.
What a lrip“! . :

Dﬂnﬂmtommm

One of Maine's most aulstandms
rivers. the Wes! Branch of the
Penobscot. is the focus of an en-
vironmental controversy. Conserva-
lionists. anglers. small businesses
and others ‘are fighting to prevent
construction of a one-half mile wide,
15-story high dam by Great Northern
t'aper (,ompany.

The American Rivers Conservalion
Louncil. a national organizalion
devoted to protecting rivers, is
leading the fight to save the remain-
ing free flowing seclion of the
Penobscot. -

Great Northern Paper Company
wanits to build the dam lo provide
electric power to its commercial
operations. If the license for the dam
is granted, some of the river's most
speclacular features will be flooded.

The most productive landlocked
salmon fishery in the United States

-will be lost and the beautiful
Ripogenus Gorge, which -has been
named a Nalional Natural Landmark

hy the National I’ark Service, will bn

in addition; the river fs homo: lu
wildlife species such as the bald

. eagle, osprey. moose. black bear and

deer which will be threatened if the
dam is buill, Habilal for several rare
plants and unparalleled scenary

. would also be lost.

According 1o Great Northern of-
licials the projec! is essential lo the
company's curren! and futlure pro-
fitability. They have implied that tha
1.600 jobs its employees depend
may hinge on construction of the dam

Opponents argue that Great Nor-
thern has alternatives available that
would provide low cost energy and
other benefits as well. One alter-
native is construction of a wood-fired
power plant to produce electricity.

Such a plant would cost less to con-
struct, displace 60 percent more oil,
produce 20 percent more electricity,
and provide steam needed for pulp
and paper making, according to op-
ponents of the dam.

ORIGINAL AMERICAN
WOODCOCK PRINT

Kari Badgley, » prominont wildiife artist, denated 108 of his
American Woodook priats fo the CVA to aid in the offert fo ereate
a wildiife rofuge in Conaan Valloy, Mot crder 1o

The Wes! Virginia Highlands Conservancy, Suile 201, 1206 Virginia 51 E., Charlesion WV 25301

15"x 18
Pen and ink
signed and
numbered
seplo
reproductions

$20.
Limit: 35

thctlonfor:i

';iuf GEE Y O L u:‘}'; tda x‘bs-am

lwmty-lour Wild and Scenic

y. '."“: .' River studies sent m{:nmrm wm

public awareness campaign to fight
the proposed dam. They are heading

a coalition of eight' nalionial en-

vironmental organizations dedicated
to getting the message to the public.
In addition a monthly newsletter urg-
ing disapproval of the project is being
sent to the company's Board of Direc-
tors.

At the Sierra Club’s annual dinner
in May, Arizona's environmentalist
Governor Bruce Babbitt was the
keynote speaker. He reminisced
about the time hé and Wait were
discussing the perpetual

philosophical question, “If a tree falls
in a forest when no one is there, can it

‘be heard?' Watt's reply: “What's a

tree doing in a forest?"

Remember when President Reagan
said that trees cause more pollution
(and thus deaths) than people? Accor-
ding to Babbitt, when Watt once
visited the campus of the University
of Arizona, he walked past a tree on
which tha following notice had been
tacked: “‘Chop me down before I kill

again.” (from the Mountain State
Sierran, July/August issue).

Ll '
The ARLC is launching a nalionnl :
- year when the Depa

Reagan Administration in Arﬂ
" positive action was’ for

only three of the study rivers, accor-

. ding to a report in American Rivers,

the newsletter of thomﬁdlmmm
Conservation Council. -

v mﬂluﬂumthcﬂrsllmt’lo

Congress by the tion
although several of t::mm studies were
completed even before:

Reagan took office. m
release the studies

announced that pm. ; 33“

rivers being studied had expired and

the rivers were open for dnveloml

The three rivers recommended for

protection under the Wild %

system were the North KIE

River in California, che

in Mlch:: mgrﬁdo'ﬁd theporcen of
an about 50 t

the originally studied mileage

these waterways was included in the

recommendation for these three
rivers.

None of the four West Virginia
rivers being s were recom-
mended for protection. The Gauley
was found eligible for national
designation but declared unsuitable
because of local attitudes, the
presence of private lands, and com-
peting resource values such as hydro
power.

Chris Brown, ARCC conservation
director, said that with enly 173.7
miles of river out of 2,500 stndled
recommended for protection, the
signs were obvious.

“It's a lead balloon,"” he said.



utants from industrial sources

' ‘.-‘.dhﬂmmwmm
wlngwmhummwﬁus Envirohmental Protection

mﬂnﬂtMthwMthmrdyondhpemlof
mmwwmdlmthorthﬂmadﬂﬂomlmtmleQMpmmt
designed to help meet the national ambient air quality standards for

Ur mmhl._lhﬁ-willhvotomhothdrclun-ﬂrphmtodd»--
m Mmmwm companies whose

tack "mun.'

: plants were indicated as tnrsotubym’:: but th-hmr
Power at Moundsville is expected to be af-

mmmMmmmm-ammmammmh;

‘l‘h.nlw thimnot“lﬂdtobe ofanacidrainroducﬁm
unh part

program but represent the of a mu-wony hich began in the
1ﬂ'uwhnﬁ)nﬂ¢lmdubﬂinﬂhodanmm 5
EPA estimates that cost of withthanlwmhwﬂllnvdveupltal

m&ndsmmmmm&mﬂuwm«-
g -—rcport-din'l'hmm 6/28/85

River regulations under mbw by DNR
mmuumuiuhmforwmvmrlmnmmmmwm
Department of Natural Resources, according to the June issue of Cruiser, the
newsletter of the Canoe Cruisers Association of Greater Washington, D.C.
mm&-tundthomnhﬂunﬁsamuﬁnwhcruudmmor—
clnlrafttrufﬂc This has
Raft outfitters are divided thmothtopmthoﬂmfor
lumauwellalmrmtmandthuowhowmtmmm’tedﬁtualhnao
lh%. obuuhumymﬂt;lﬁuthqmm |
resolution of this issue affect the river environment for prl\rato
bnlm“pedallyonhuvﬂyundﬂmmhnhd!uundcaulw
T, —roportadinﬂn&d-r June 1985

mmnmmmqu

‘l‘-ﬂv +a' Ll

'l'hﬂormer dimtor!ortheOlﬂuofSurtaoa  in the 7-state

: tobo utVlrslnhhauussutodthatllin Mine Act may

tol’atrluk thnlawisnotbdnslmilorml enforced from

mtotoﬂr:lt:ﬂommdl tlngustrluinWastVirglnhanatmdind-
van tive to neighboring states

tunw which has been acquired since the Act was

paudlnlﬂ??mkomonhoold requirements obsolgte, Boggs said. Con-
robe subsidence mtml standards, revegetation requirements,

prohibition olp gravity dllcharsos and the back-to-contour requirement for

stri areas.

um has swung away from stricf environmental enforcment

toward jobs and the economy, Boggs said. “Industry is faced with some
technologically unjustifiable requirements.”

Boggs, a former deputy director of the state Department of Natural

, said the new Department of Energy will not necessarily make it

uicker to issue permits.
it —reported in the Charleston Gazette, 7/18 /85

Fonstplmﬂmmloulusm

The West Virignia chapter of the Sierra Club reports that if the
Monongahela National Fomt Draft Plan is acooxtad as it now stands, roadless
areas in the forest not protected by Wilderness Area status may be lost to road
construction and timber projects.

The Reagan Administration has “released” roadless areas previously con-
sidered for dolignation under the Roadless Area Review and Evaluation (RARE
H] program. These areas could be developed if modll'icaﬁons are not made to

the proposed 50-year plan for the MNF.

The Sierra muﬁ has identified 12 former RARE II areas with high wilderness
attribute ratings. These ratings are used to determine whether an area should
be designated for protection as a Wilderness Area.

Totalling 125,000 acres, these areas should be protected from road building
and timbering, according to SC officials. Two of the areas, Cheat Mountain and

BRIEFS

a lot of prospecting activity.
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Seneca Creek, had scores at least as high as some of those which received

da;l,gm
: Sierra Club is preparing a list of these areas and documentation justify-

ing lheir protection to submit to the Forest Service.
—reported in the Mountain State Sierran, July/August 1985.

Guoxplomﬁonmbedomhnoly'sods

Exploration for gas in the Dolly Sods Scenic Area will be conducted in the
:h::ar future, according to Monongahela National Forest Supervisor Ralph
umme.

Mumme said E.S.I. Geophysical, Inc. will drill 144 holes in the Dolly Sods
area and the nearby Fore Knobs area. The prospecting will not require road
and is expected to have minimal environmental impact. '

Shot holes will be drilled using a drill buggy or a smaller walk -behind

_machine auger.

The scenic area is not part of the wilderness but is on the roush mountmn
ssi‘:; on the right of the road leading to Bear Rocks on the eastern end of the

The area is part of the Eastern Overthrust, a geological formation attracting
—reported in The Charleston Guctlo. 711185

Nlmudp-mnmthw

NolundlbrthopmtbctlonolnlsratoryhirdlwhichbroodinNorthAmerim '
and winter in Central or South America have been recommended by the
n Administration«n the fiscal 1986 budget.

' h’?ﬂ Western Hemisphere Convention, a little known treaty signed in 1940 by

the U. g r;snd 16 other wastern hemisphere nations, provides protection for
It must be implemented by budget allocations from Congress, however. -1nd
no allocations are currently being considered by the Subcommittee on Interior

Appropriations.
p&nntor rd's address is: The Honorable Robert C. Byrd, U.S. Senate,
Washington DC 20510. ;
—reported in Valley Views, May 1985.

Caﬂmmyhmm

mormmmmm present more of a health
hazard than just leaving it in place, an Environmental Protection Agency of-
ficial a June 27.

Apparently many contractors do not follow safety procedures in removing
asbestos from school buildings. Information in an EPA memo suggested that on-
ly 25 mrmt or fewer of asbestos contractors are competent to remove the

l?r removal of asbestos can result in dangerous fibers being released
into where they can be inhaled by students.
The EPA official uld ldlnoh should leave asbestos in place if it is securely
y 32,0 nation have asbestos pro-
blems. Asbestos was widdy Mbm purposes in the 1950's and
1960's before it was found to be carcinogenic.
—reported in The Charleston Gazette, 6/28/85.

Trek for Life to be Columbus Day weekend

A three-day, 25-mile Trek for Life sponsored by the American Lung Associa-
tion will take place October 12, 13, and 14. Covering some of Wesl Virginia's
most wilderness, the trek is an effort by the Association to raise money
to fight lung diseases.

The trail for the fifth annual Trek begins at Huntersville and ends at Cass in
Pocahontas County. Participants are raqmred to raise at least $150 in pledges.
Those raising more than $200 will receive gift certificates from participating
outfitting stores.

Hikers bring their own food and hiking equipment. The Lung Association will
provide a dinner at the end of the Trek, transportation to and from the
trailhead, maps, and tee-shirts.

So, if you don't plan to attend the Fall Review and feel like some good hiking,
fellowship and raising money for a good cause, join the Trekkers October 12.

Deadline for September Voice

August 19

Send contributions to Deborah Smith

: EME‘W
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Injunction issued in suit &

A preliminary injunction preven the Com-
missioner of the Department of tlnfrom enfor-
cing the portion of the DOE law with sur-
face mines of two acres or less was issued July 12
by Judge Margaret Workman of the Kanawha
County Circuit Court. The action came the day
after the federal Office of Surface Mining

reempted and superseded parts of the new DOE

ill. . . ) _ Ty A
b g iy ey b v L Tiios. Strame PN e eThe fact thet i i a
the West Virgi servancy, ' r . _ by e 2 rovision was n
tyeagueofWommVotmofWeat and the acres or less are still polluted.” - W Vo compliance with the state’s constitution i
West Virginia Citizen Action Group. It alleges the boarding on these sites is just as af- -  quirement that title amendments reflect
portion of the DOE bill that reduces standards for arger. B

these small surface mines was adopted in viola-
tion of the state’s constitution.
The provisions of the law include a

shoﬁermca period, less ’
Sewell in New River Gorge
is subject of new booklet

The history of Sewell, the oldest  system in developing i
materials. M

community in the New River Gorge, is : , e B R
described and illustrated in a new Park Service personnel at the New
booklet for sale at the New River = River Gorge National River are at-

Gorge National River visitor's
centers.

Entitled Sewell: A New River Com-
munity, the publication details the
ing. lumbering. and community life of
this New River town. Life in the sur-
rounding communities of Landisburg.
;ldrdoyt' and Clifftop is also discuss- |

Funding for the booklet, written by -
Ron Lane apd Ted , W88 pro-
vided by the Eastern National Park

and . Monument Association which
cooperates with the National Park

to be subject of September conference

AT s bk gt AL
g1
.. oid 3 v e |

Ten scholarships to an environmental conference entitled ‘'Economic

Development and Environmental Protection—Partners or Adversaries™ are
"available to Highlands Conservancy members.

The conference, at the Charleston House Holiday Inn September 25-26, is
sponsored by the West Virginia Chamber of Commerce and the Manufacturing
Association,

Panels on environmental topics including air, water, solid and hazardous
wastes, and community and industrial relations will be headed by environmen-
talists and industry representatives.

Conservancy members interested in attending the 2-day conference using
one of the-10 scholarships (worth $75) available should contacl Larry George
(736-1325) as soon as possible.

The conference schedule will be as follows:
';\'ndnnda). September 25

D.m.

: David Flannary, Robinson & MeElwoe

¥

1:10-1:30 Opening Addruss
Richard Breslin, ih,1),

President. University of Charloston

1:30-3:00 Panel Discussion-Community and Industry Relations

this panel will focus on the public policy issues surrounding the semelimes cooperative and
somechous adversarial relationship belween indusiry and the community. Topics will relato 1o com-
munily righl-lo-know, emergency response, and the obligations of the media, and “businoss
¢ limnte,”

9 0-5:00 P'anol Discussion—Air

This panel will focus on the conferance theme from the viewpoin! of air resources. Topics will relate

1o the rogulation of air toxics, visibility, acid rain, fugitive dust, 1all stacks and the relationship of air
resources o the waler and land resources of the stale.

7:00 Ilinner

Speaker: Leo Thomas. Administralor

Enviropmenial rotection Agency

Thursday, September 26
B8:30-10:00 Panel Discussion—Hazardous and Solid Wasles

This panel will focus on the state hazardous and solid wasle progeam including anticipated changes
wned agency resources. Topics will also deal with siting and relaled waler quality issues,
10:30-12:00 Panel Discussion—Waler
This panel will focus on the theme of the conference from the pmm;u:livu ol public policy over the
quuntity and quality of the stale’s waler resources. Emphasis will be un tho stivte’s policies with
resor! 1o ground-water quality, the control of effluen! loxicily. and walor righls.
1:30-2:30 ' Panol of Modorators
ﬁis panel will be composed of the moderators of each of the four previous panels,

: lnlmhﬁ:lkn und Welenme

FALL REVIEW

Don't m.j;_!l
~f1eld collaction trips ~——quiat Gbesrvation
- /treasure l-uu -.n.-...‘ul. stody
ovping and map study —inal peints

i
1
)
-
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