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.. Service's 'State and Local River

: _nouuo...c_w:an Assistance'’ pr

. The National Park Service has ap-

our proposal for the Bluestone

. but we will not be able to pro-
ceed with our plans if the Reagan ad-
ministration gets ils way.

Since 1981 the State and Local

e Oinger GCevard

WY and Re9 Mistory Collection

Colson Hall - WvU
Morgantown WY26505

coming

into the _.BBH..!E.-B.!E
for assistance with state river inven-

lories and river conservation studies

assisted state/local governments and
private non-profit groups in more
than 18 z-_Sr..__a.qoa state-wide river
assessments ve -been completed
g..__._._h-.oo more ﬂ E&E.J-r
program proven lo be cost-
effective and acts as a catalyst by
helping state and local governments
take on the responsibility of protec-
ting and managing their rivers. This
mpletely consistent with
the Reagan tion's stated
desire to have state and local govern-
ments shoulder more responsibility

and mana t plans. In just four
years __!.“ Service u_n.ﬁo.—.ﬂvncu

bled to $2 million for FY

Senator Robert C. Byrd, ?Ew_u
Minority Member, Inlerior a
Related Agencies Subcommittee of
the Senmate Appropriations Commit-
teo, needs to hear from you that the
NPS's technical assistance program
is important. Tell him it is a cost-
effective m which will actively
seek to nce West Virginia's
power development needs with its
river conservation needs,

Write to: Senator Robert C. Byrd,
SH-311 Hart Senate Office Bldg.,
Washington, DC 20510 or call: (202)
224-3954.

isting

ts (such as ours), the funding
should be dou
85-86

programs and meet new re- |

sions to the plan _ is
adverse impacts on the fores!
 resulting from its implementation as |
reasons for thal & rew.
E I -

Sayre Rodman, chairman ol the
Conservancy's Public Lands Manage-
ment Committee, prepared a docu-
ment entitled ‘Administrative com-
‘ments and petition for withdrawal
and revision of the Draft Manag:-
ment Plan for the Monongahela Na-
tional Forest,' which has been submit-
ted to the Forest Supervisor, Ralph F.
Mumme,

The document contains comprehen-
sive comments by the Conservancy on
all aspects of the plan. A condensed
version of these comments is provided
in an article starting on page 3.




effectiveness. uhmm the
- Conservancy, mrkhcwiththelhnlo
leadership and other conservation
groups, be fairly successful in
achieving its conservation goals given
the normal effectiveness of industry
tra}lra groups and the Goverrnu's
sla

- " -

We're gmwlng :

Growth and expansion are essen-

tial for any organization to be effec-
tive and the Conservancy is no excep-
tion.

Since January 1 we have added 67
new members to our roster, making a
total of 725. We are still working
toward our goal of 1,000 Conservancy
members.

The best exposure the Conservancy
can get is a [riendly recommendation
from a member. S the Veice to
friends or neighbors you think may be
interested in our efforts or give us
their names and we'll send them ocur
new brochure and other information
about the Conservancy.

The Conservancy is an organization
of individuals with a common interest
in the conservation and preservation
of West Virginia's natural resources.
Many members are interested in one

va»c ""‘ gt on

particular issue but have recognized
the value of combining forces by join-
ng the Conservancy le & “

"By inviting people_interested
Conservancy philosophy and those in-
terested in a specific issue to join the
Conservancy, we not only make the
Conservancy stronger but we also
become aware of new issues which
need to be addressed.

The more people we have working
on local, state and national issues, the
more seriously we will be taken in the
offices of our agencies, the corridors
of our state Legislaturse, and the halls
of Congress.

If you know anyone interested in
any of the any issues addressed by
the Conservancy please tell them
about our organization or give us
their name and address.

Join the Conservancy/
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MANA

1206 Vi cmmmn WV 25301 (344
- OUTINGS um's o
RL 1, Box 107, Kenna, mm«! (988-9024)
WATER MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE; Perry Bryant g -
1324 Virginia SL., East, Charleston, WV 25301 (346-5891) el |
B ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
Executive Aseloias 0 o e N Sl
‘g:mh;at Virginia Highlands Conservancy 914 11th Streel . cf,
Huntington. WV 25701 :
Chaglosian, WY 25301 (304} 825-3151,
(304) 344-8833
LWV seeks representative
The League of Women Voters of ship. 4
West Virginia is looking for soméone LWV ' President Bocky Cain is
to fill the recently approved position responsible for appointing someone to
of organizational director for the Con-  the post. Individuals interested in ser-
servancy. The LWV organizational ving as the League's representative
director will represent the League at  should contact:

quarterly Conservancy board

and hold the same voting
rights as the directors-at-large
elected by the Conservancy member-

!V‘ 1. aunn. mton,wv 26710 (200-9566) . /s Lt s
GEMENT REVIEW COMMITEEE: Tom Michcal - i -
RL.2, Box 217, Lost Crock, WV M(m 623-3447 .

MINING COMMITTEE: John
Rt. 1, Box 107, Kenna, WV 2524
PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT I'I’TEE Sayte Rodman
3z Crysltal Drive, Oakmont, PA 15139 (412-828-8983)
RIVER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE Ray Ratliff

Mrs. Becky Cain, President, League of
Women Voters of West Virg 2313
South Walnut Drive, St. ns, WV
25177, (304) 727-6547.
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'THe estimate of future timber demand controls
the plan absolutely. The plan 'stafes, “‘all alter-

‘natives were adjusted to meet demand."
* To estimate demand, the pla
" on ‘a set of assumptions,

 team agreed

made individual

estimates ranging from 150 to 190 million board

feet (MMBF) per year in 50 years, and compromis-
le number.

" ‘Demand’ cannot be defined by one number,

. +however. The varying amounts of a commodity

that can be sold at varying price levels define de-

mand. And, as the DEIS points out, ‘timber' .

ranges from cheap pulpwood to high quality hard-
wood sawtimber.

The assumptions on which the demand estimate
was based include the following: *“There will be a
gradual shift from emphasis on quality sawlog
production to wood fiber production—""' and “*The
taxing structure on private lands will become less
favorable thereby, placing greater demands on

s nd a :;':';r.
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appears to mean the max-
timber that can be sold
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be gross-
i _ rd forest
consi in the next 30
the last two décades. A further
n may put even higher value

The public should not bt;‘_daniad a chance o™

‘comment. on this at a time closer o proven need.
 For esthetic and financial reasons, public money
should not go into roads before they are needed.

The -I'an : convert exlensive regions from
mixed 7 to spruce and pine. The great

decreases in species diversity, wildlife carrying
capacity, and' recreational quality which would
result are well documented. The justification for
this conversion is pulpwood productivity.

The plan points out that historically much of the
forest was coniferous and that natural selection
will eventually return it to conifers. This may be
so, but such history has no legal standing as to
purposeful "conversion. -Alternative A, with no
purposeflul conifer management, gives an

~ estimated 44,000 acres of conifers in 50 years.
Preferred Alternative E shows 105,000 conifer
acres in 50 years. L

The Conservancy objects to the managed dif-
ference. In several places, the plan says potential
productivity of the forest is higher than any
estimate of demand for timber. Forced conifer
monoculture is completely unnecessary.

Conifer conversion may also be illegal. Certain
sections of the Code of Federal Regulations
specify a much more detailed {ustif ication of con-
version than is found in the plan.

- -
= i
, = - ;'-_ 1 2 J i
s i } Ir § b}
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Clearcutting is overemphasized in the plan. The
National Forest Management Act provides that
even-aged. management practices, especially
clearcutting, may be used {
tions. An in | -team ‘must evaluate
with multiple use regulations. A large body of law,
dating from the controversies of the early 1870's,
addresses limitations on clearcutting. :

Rigorous attention to the tions would not

; such a huge ‘clearcut program.

rases like ‘'The even-aged system of
silviculture is the preferred system
for—{numerous species) are disturbing. Prefer-
red by the writers, clearly, but permitted so ex-
‘tensively by law? -

-each advertised sale area to ensure

““The plan proposes (o lease the majority of
[ y owned coal under the forest, in areas
where no coal has been mined before. Since the
prohibition against leasing coal under National
Forests is due to expire soon, the planners believe
they should. or will be forced to, lease coal. The
plan points out that federal coal is limitéd in
quantity and would be mined largely in conjunc-
tion with adjacent privately owned coal.

The Conservancy opposes leasing of any
federal coal. Although the small quantity reduces
the potential impact, it also reduces the economic
incentive to lease. In particular, the Conservancy
opposed the openings identified in the plan as ad-
jacent to sensitive areas.

Any agreemen! between the Forest and coal
operators should carry a rigid, enforceable, ex-
plicil clause requiring all operators to comply
with federal and state regulations,

Other issues

" As previously stated, the Conservancy highly
approves of many details of the plan including the
monitoring of land and water quality well beyond
present levels, good management of road closures
and ORV access, and precise, well-thought-out
standards for a wide range of activities and con-
struction,

Management of the National Recreation Area
(NRA) presents special problems. Virtually all of
the plan's proposals would be beneficial to the
public. Local landowners and inhabitants may,
however, strongly object to some a ts. The
Conservancy prefers to hear their side before tak-
ing a position, )

The Conservancy concludes that, after the
3ualily and value of the forest have been greatly

iminished by an extraordinary expansion of

(Continued on Page 7)

' _ Page 3

only in limited situa- -
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Scientist Angus Smith first used the term *
rain’ in 1852 to describe thé hazy,
of Manchester,

Emission

Salfur dioxide (S0, and nitrogen gxide (NOx)

are suspected to be thc major precursors o
moduon. These substances, called ‘primary
utants,” are emitted by both natural and man-

made sources. Natural sources of sulfur and
nitrogen oxides include: geysers, hot springs, pro-
ducts of o ¢ decomposition, and culates
Most man-made pollutants are sulfur and
nitrogen oxides emitted from -cdal-burning in-
dustries, smelters, factories, and motor vehicles.

Because man of coal contain substantial
amounts of sulfur its use as a fuel presents the
greatest problem. In the U.S., the dominant users
of coal are large slectric utility plants. To comply
with the 1970 Clean Air Act mandate to decrease
local air pollution levels, electric utilities nearly
tripled the height of their stacks. As a result emis-
sions are now higher into the atmosphere
and travel greater distances before falling back
to earth. This shift in stationary emission strategy
has transformed local pollution problems into
long-range, regional problems. _

In the U.S. more than 60% of all SO; emissions
come from coal electric power plants.
Sulfur dioxide emissions have shifted from
relatively small and highly dispersed sources
toward much larger and more concentrated
sources. The increased number of motor vehicles
on the nation’s highways over the past 15 years
has increased the amounts of nitrogen oxide emis-
sions.
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U.S., such as Florida, Colorado, and California,
have recently reported increasingly acidic
precipitation. Rapid increases in acid deposition

by acid deposition. Such streams. are t
especially vulnerable to acid inputs, arly
when tﬁmb.:lsmv:ry llttlefomimr soil and
permeable present buffers.
More than 200 lakes in the Adirmcqnm
lon; t1- support fish life due to the increase in -
a y. '

Surges or pulses in acidity have been detected
in aquatic ecosystems. When snow melts in the




DOWN

bin ~ Mitigation strategies are used to repair, reduce
or environmental damage from acid deposi-
- tion. They are few in number, and for the most
-. part involve the additien of lime to an area, known
- @@ liming. When distributed o¥ver acidified or sen-
‘'sitive aréas, lime provides buffers which aid in
¢ the ng of acid. Liming lakes may result
. in Slemporary neutralization and may help
preserve threatened fish populations, There are
several drawbacks to this practioe: 1) the uncer-
tainty of long-term impacts of repeated
troatments on factors other than water guality, 2)
the relatively uncertain costs associated with lim-
ing. and 3) the economic infeasibility of liming
large areas,

‘ * - Emission Control
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oo Ackioon, Dol et surovs with bavy - 0 from the burning of fossil fuel, perticularly
. Hqrew idicale sourcem Raving ominsidos of mard thili 500 "mudnﬁ sulfur dicxide eaissions, ' . 5
Lokt vour. (Prom Fact ot on Ackd Run pogared ——  Four principal methods are available to reduce
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& 33 ti AV ST e 9 M* QM'M 'a‘ m'h 6u :
: ool 3) coal mixing, and 4) flue gas desulfuriza-

1 11 8 -'f‘-"r. / crubbe { ind iy s h

| the
Rocky tain states). Such a switch would

~ reduce employment in julfur coel regions

forest de%a ' o
'During the last twenty years, there has been a
marked decline in productivity in high elevation

lomtl in New York, Vermont, and New Hamp- Figure 1. Tha pH scalo-pH i a measure of acidity. Substances

with a low pH dre acidic: substances with a high pH are
alkaline, or basic. The pH scale is logarithmic: a change of one
pH unit represents a ten-fold change in acidity. Therefore, a pH
of 4 is 10X more acidie than a pH of 5§ and 100X more acidic
than a pH of 6.



By Kennedy Mnhé-reprintad with

permission from The Energy Daily.
The business and polilicil

-establishment in- the United States

“consistently both underestimates
the seriousness of pollution problems
and the depth of feeling of the public
about cleaning up the mess,”” accor-
ding to polister Louis Harris. Speak-
ing to a recent meeting of the Wildlife
Management Institute, he said there-
is consistent public support for en-
vironmental causes, even when they
cost the public money. _

Harris has been influential in past
debates over pollution policy. In 1981
his polls showed strong support for
clean air laws at a time when the
newly established Reagan Ad-
ministration was trying to weaken
them and seemed to have some
momentum. Administration op-
ponents made good use of the Harris
poll and no changes occurred.

Over the past year, Harris said, his
staff asked more than 10,000 people
how they feel about strong enforce-
ment of clean air and clean water
laws. "‘by 85-8 percent, it is no con-
test,” Harris said. “Over a 8-1 majori-
ty favors strict enforcement of the ex-
isting statutes. And, | might add, want
them re-enacted again, with a
substantial 66 percent who favor
making the renewal of those acts even
tougher and more strict than the
originals."

On the subject of acid rain, Harris
said, public concern is growing. Ask-
ed whether acid rain is a serious pro-

bkm. a 7&1Wmt miorlty aglﬁ ﬂ'l

from a comparable
60-18
in 1981."” There is also a
sense, Harris aaid. *“that the matter of
acid rain has been contemplated,
discussed, studied, and tossed hﬂi
and forth, to put it bluntly, enough.”

A big 72-22 majority singles out‘

investor-owned utilities as the ma
culprit in the acid rain issue and

ones who should bear the cost. “In- |
deed,” Harris said, ‘‘close to three in’

overy four Americans {oday would
like to see Congress pass losislation
that ‘places the re: bility and
liability clearly on shoulders of
such generators of acid rain.

But would this same public be' will-
ing to see electric bills go up to pay
for acid rain cleanup? Most
he said, would be “willing to pay
close to $70 a year, if the costs of
cleaning up acid rain are passed on to
them at least in part."”

Harris said thathis polling on en-
vironmental matiers *‘has been
almost a strange and even eerie ex-
perience over the past several
years"Onmoalmblects opinion sw-
ings. On racial matters, he said, “‘the
pendilum tends to swing back and
forth between those who are cons-
cience stricken over theé country not
having done enough and a sense that
change is moving too rapidly." Public
opinion on economic growth and
:iafenae spending also swings sharp-
y.

““But in the environmental area, the
dvnamic of change in recent years

woentwhnﬁltthasmhck'
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vironmental cleanup, And they are St O,

“pollution involve
and oil. More
. stallations of scrubbers to achieve a
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The easiest solutions to the control of acidic air = .
the burning of low-sulfur. coal

h!; -

difficult

nducﬂoninulfurdloxldem
best option is a combination of improved po
oontrol ld:lmolocyandluol commulion.

Mltllhhand ImupnrherHMunl Mmllqlar .
hl:lic Policy wamlnn. U.Sh.-ncll:g‘m :."' ,
H. lﬂll.&ddnh.lwmfrwﬁn.'ht >
u(:nur:e s
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—$I5  Regular

— $25 - Family{1 vote)

- 530 Associate
— 550 Sustaining
— $12 Senior dtizen/Full-time student ,

O I'd like to volunteer, please contact me.

O | can't volunteer at this time, mmmmummm
mwmm

Make thecks payable to:  West Virginia Hightands Conservancy

Mail to: Suite 201, 1206

mmwmwm
(304) 344-8833
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Hommy Creek oontroversy continues | 3

By John Purbaugh

Controvarsy over Weatmoreland Coal Com-
pany’s existing preparation plant and associated
refuse piles near Carl, Ni s County, continues

with little movement toward resolution. As re-
counted in earlier issues of the Veice, the Conser-
vancy and Kanawha Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited were successful in convincing the
Water Resources Division of the Department of
Natural Resources to impose a wat uality

baged effluent limit for iron discharges
refuse pile on the Blue Branc.h ol

After a more stringent permit for the Blue
Branch pile was issued to Westmoreland, the
company appealed to the Water Resources Board
for modifications in the permit. The Conservancy

filed a motion tointarvonoinﬂnmhhte '

1984.

servancy, DNR, TU and wmdmdmpnm-
ing negotiated resolutions of both issues.
Negotiations hinge on an extensive technical in-

. vestigation of the existing refuse pile. The objec-

Hominy Creek. Existing iron pollution in Hominy
Creek, a well-known and valuable frout stream,

makes such a limit necessary.

The Conservancy is also oonc&rnad about the
issue of Westmoreland's responsibility to clean
up uncontrolled iron seepage from the old refuse
pile adjacent to their preparation plant.

Guhyprohcﬂonloct,

Protection for lhoGanlw Rlvarwn n
lost in April when the National Park

Service recommented the river not be -
included in the National Wild end '
Semtcmm according to a -

Gazette. The

. Teport in
-_Ga nmtisuaohdyﬂmhd--

from water pro-

la:tsl‘or:iyoanwbﬂe{howlldlnd‘

scenic ‘study was completed. A
liconse application from the Town of
Summersville and Noah Corporation
to build a hydroelectric project at
Summersville Dam was rejected last
year by the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission because the
Gauley was a study river.

NPSroiectadtbaGnuleyasaWild
and Scenic River because the cost of
acquiring private land along the river
would be prohibitive, according to the
Gazette.

The NPS recommendation came
shortly after a new position toward
Wild and Scenic study rivers was
adopted by the Department of In-
terior. The American Rivers Conser-
vation Council reported in its March
newsletter that Interior now asserts
that potential Wild and Scenic rivers
whose study period has expired with
no reports being released are no
longer protected.

For example, the study period for
the Gauley expired in October 1984
but a report was not immediately sub-

mitted to Congress for consideration.
Interior suggested that FERC could

iron seepage on
preliminary data are a
and DNR cannot agree on

sysiem.

presumed’ ‘that-rivers remained pro-
tected until the was sent to Con-
gress, regardless of how long this took
to complete. i . --

The stady periods for 33 rivers
around the country expired last Oc-
tober and the reports have not been
submitted lo . ARCC reports
that Interior claims the moratorium
on the licensing of water resource
projects on these rivers is no longer in-
ellect.

The new Interior position will _not
affect the Gauley since NPS has

. Homin

Supporters of tlln aclhdwoalways ".-

tives of the investigation are to find the source of
the iron, determine how ground water
within the pile, and determine the effect of -
Creek. Although

ble,
study As a result, negotiations remain suspend-

e%

GoorgonunedtoCOd

WVHC Prosident Larry Georgewas lnrm on the advhol-y plnel
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Meanwhila, Westmoreland has applladfor, _
reclamation and water resources pnﬂlﬂs
new, smaller refuse area
isting pile on Colt Branch of Hominy Creek. T
may indicate they prefer this area to the
Bnncmhpﬂo orwhlchlhqprmmm
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Hominy Creek is a ‘trout water' as defined by
Water Reconrces Board Regulations.
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recommended it not be included in the .appointed to the National Coal€oun-  One of only a few. conservationists

system. There are 32 other study
rivers around the country, however,
which could now be threatened by
hydroelectric projects.

Four rivers in Wesl Virginia are

cil April 17 by US. Secretary of nominated

Energy John Herrington.

lo serve an - the
* 110-member Council, George said, “It

The Council was created in Oc- is crucial that conservationists hold
tober 1984 to advise the Reagan Ad- . hﬁhgrdainshnplncthnuﬂnn".

ministration in the marketing, produc-
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among those potentially threatened, tion, environmental, transportation, forum."
according to lm ARCC rt. These lechnology and other aspects ol na- &nrwl-hr the Federal
include the Birch, uestone, tlional coal policy and to improve visory Committee Act, hw '
Cacapon, and Greenbrier. cooperation in expanding lhonation 8 cludes members from the coal in-
_ coal production. dustry, state and tribal governmets,
George was nominated by U.S.Sen. and conservation, labor ang
Robert C. Byrd (D-WV) and Rep. Nick academic organizations.

Rahall (D-WV) to serve a th
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