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As O_F:FICIALS PASS THE BuRDEN OF ANALYSIS 
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AROUND, ENVIRONMeNTALISTS FEAR TIME RuNNING Our FoR- CRANBERRY BILL . 

If the Cranberry Iillis to ed the subc:oaaittee to io.ft&ti- vay," said Woody Price, vice- the bearing support~ the wild-
pas• before Congress adjourns gate tbe .propoeed coap8D&atton president ~or sovernaent rela- erneas bill, though some bad 
so•ettae in October for the fall for owners of atoeral rigbts in tiCJDB for CSX, "because our Tail reservations concerning tax com-
eleettoo, Weat Virsf.nia Senators the 8rJ'8. doesn't run there." penaation for aineral.s. 
Robert C. lyrct and Jenninp laD- _ The question of the llineral · Wallace, a WJQain& Senator, Speak1q afterwards, George 
dolph vtU haft to 'work closely rights excbange waa eased on Aug and Senatot:. James McClure of said, "SubcotD.aittee staffers 
vlth tbe. Seaa~e Public Lands .aud 12, vben CSX Corporatioa, vbo Idaho have· been leary of a ain- told ae tba~ they .do not bave 
leee.nN Water eubeoaaittee to owns the aineral rights under . eral rf.&bta uchange tbat would the expertise or staff time to 

· ~ the leatslatlon ready for a the Cranberry, sub11itted written involve cOitl under federal l.aDds COM up vltb a dollar figure 011 
vote of,· ~he full S..te, ~orcl-· testi•ony in s~ppo~t of the . in· tbdr veatem states, accord- bow aucb counties will lose in 

· .· 1aa· · to: l.el,lte· McCarty. a Bigb- · bill. 4c.cording to csx of fie- log to l.any Ceorge of tbe West tasea in the long run, nor do 
.. .,...,. ~ _.ber who luis ials, "We sent a let"ter to. ·SeDa- · Vi'rpld.a ll1ghl8ada Conservancy, cooeervatlODiats have the exper-

. . work~ .. ••1. b~ra to get the tor Haleola Wallop, · cllal~ of· vho ieela the v.llderneaa bill tiae to do tbia - it is up to 
} ~aabjrry._ .Bacltcowatr,r protected the ~nate- aubcoallittee, ·tell;laa . c:aM oat atlUIPI' after the au~ Senators Randolph anct "lyr.cl to 
. aa a 1flWetaeu -.. . bt• the bill could be aeendeid to eQilllittee ~~- · take the bull by the ho~o.s and 

: · . · --~; ~:·a.t . ....-lph ~ . lJ.alt ~ ri&llta .to be' ~P"l . . . · ~diDC ·to · Georp, every get the financial analys·is 
· ~eel~~ ·ta.vrlttea stat- to .ODl.J the federal l~ii ltlaa ;local .naidat ~ •ttendnce at (Please tun\ top~ ·2) · 
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· fl~l'Q:.~RlPS, Pt0VIES AT CONSERVANeY'S FALl REVIEW 

the .annual fall review 
weelcead of the W~ v.; Btpl.4nds 
Coaaer'lalicy will· beain Oct. 1. at 
6 p.a. vith repatratlon at the 
recreation building at Watoga 
State Pan. · 

The two-day event planned 
by the Conservancy's highlands 
vice-president, Georp Warrick, 
includes field trlps, speakers, 
movies, slide shows and 
socializing. Though the identity 
of the featured speaker is Y,et 
unknown, Warrick promises plenty 
of activity and urges those who 
play a •usical instrument to 
bring it along. 

According to Wanick, meals 
will be available at the Park 
Restaurant, which is remaining 
open to the public this fall. 
Participants can also cook at 
their campsite or in their 
~bm. . 

Limited dormitory sleeping 
t s available in cabins, which 
Warrick has reserved. 
Reserva~ions for these must be 
sent to Geprge Warrick, 1709 S. 
Davis Avenue, Elkins, WV 26241, 
by Sept. 20. Cabin fee ·is $18.00 
for the weekend • 

Warrick says caapeites are 

available in the park ~ other 
lodatag is available in 
Marlinton aotels and hotels 
(about a 45 ainute drive froa 
the park). 

The Board of Directors 
· aeettng will be held Sunday 
mornlng· bealnnlng at 9:30a.m. 
Anyone desiring to make a 
presentation at the Fall Review 
is urged to contact George 
Wan:ick.. 

A registration fee of $2 
will be charged participants. 
~or additional information 
contact George Warrick at 304-
636-5896. 

Conservancy presJ.d.ent 
Jeanetta Petras of Fairmont · 
asked that resistration for the 
conference be made immediately. 
Child care will be available, 
and a form to indicate members' 
needs for such is included on 
page seven of this issue of the 
Voice. 

Also available is a form 
for those who may want to help 
with child care. Either form 
should be returned to the 
Conservancy's Fairmont 
head-quarters as soon as 
possible, Pecras urged. 

VOLIJMTIIIl to a ETa~ a naeeting, present a slide show, aoc1 pass 
out literature in your· area 
-call Leslie McCarty 304-799-6097 

your local newspaper editor and find out whether they 
will editorialize ln favor of the bill 

TIME IS IIJNNDI7 em POll THE CRANBERRY THIS YJWU II t ll 
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(Continued from page 1) 
needed, and then ask the comai t
tee to amend the bill appropri
ately." 

Commenting during a confer
ence ca 11 about a week after the 
subcommittee bearing, Byrd indi
cated that the financial anal
ysis would be up to the subcom
mittee to do, and that more in
vestigation was needed, before 
the bill could come before the 
full se•"te. 

CSX officials said that 
"putting a dollar figure on the 
coal under the Cranberry is nor
mally something that is done by 
the secretary of the interior 
after the bill is passed." 

Testifying before the sub
committee their concerns about 
tax compensation to the local 
counties were Pocahontas CO\mty 
Commissioner Walter Helmick and 
Webster Coupty Commissioner Joe 
Adams. 

Helmick said an analysis 
shows the measure would cost his 
county $27,000 in tax revenue 
annually, and more if the miner
a l values · are reappraised in 
accordance with a state Supreme 
Court ruling requiring 100 per
cent assessment. 

Adams said, "Our unemploy
ment rate is 17 percent -- we 
have no fut:urP un l e~R we can 
mine coal." 

Ot her opposi tion to the 
bill came f r om Howard and Law
rence Deitz of Richwood, repre
senting the Richwood Chamber of 
Commerce and the West Vlrginia 
State Isaac Walton League. 

The Deitzes , who a t one 

The mailing list has chang
ed hands. If your address was 
incorrect this month, but was 
addressed correctly last month, 
it is probably due to a n error 
in transcribing the mailing 
list. There· is no need to bother 
the membership secretary if you 
find an error such as .this. Sim
ply send the coupon below to the 
Highlands Voice, P. 0. Box 2362, 
Elkins, W.Va. 26241. 

If your address has chang
ed, please notify the membership 
sec.retary at the address on the 
form below. 

VIlli? 
New Address: 

point in time wanted the Cran
berry Backc:ountry to be a prov
ing ground for select tree cut
ting u.nageaent, told the . sub
committee that wilderness 4eaig
nation would decrease ·the diver
sity of wildlife and plantllfe. 
Their remarks were cowttered by 
Roy Moose, a biology teacher 
garnered reports from plant and 
wildlife biologist8 around the 
c,.,unt ry to d lscredit Deitz's 
theory. 

Other residents of Pocahon
tas, Webster and Nicholas coun
ties in attendance and pushing 
for the bill were: Marlinton 
counselor Donna Borders, co-own
ers of the ~rlinton Motor Inn 
Natalie Austin and Charles Hank
erson, Mental Health employee 
Richard Evans, editor of the 
Pocahontas Times Bill McNeel, 
Linda Elkinton of the mid-Atlan
t l c region of the National Audu
bon Society and Peter. Coppr:!bti-\11 
of the Wilderness Society. 

Testifyl~g in support of 
the measure o behalf of Gover
nor Jay Rocke e ller, was di rec
tor of the Department of Natural 
Resources Dave Callaghan, who 
gave a "ver:y supportive" report 
according t o George. 

Also t estifying for the 
measur e was Rep. Cleve Benedict, 
sponsor of the bill. and a chal
lenger of Byrd's ~or a senate 
seat this fall. 

Benedict said, "This bill 
strikes a balance ~tw~~n devel
opmental and environmental int
e rests." He urged the senators 
to support the bill, which pas
sed the House June 14. 

''The Highlands VOICE" (ISSN 
0161- 9896) is published monthly 
by the West Vi rgini'l Highl ·.nds 
Conservancy, P.O. Box, Fairmont, 
WV 26554. Distribution is to 
Conservancy members. Main edit
orial offices are located at No. 
7 Kerens Hill , P.o. Box 2362, 
Elkins, WV 26241. A reentry per
mit to mail at second class pos
tage ra~es is pending at Elkins, 
WV. Main entry is at Fairmont, 
wv. 

POSTMASTERS should address 
Forms 3579 to: P.o. Box 506, 
Fairmont, WV 26554. 
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HYDRO CoMPANY's DRAFT LI~ENSE APPLiCATION AsKs FOR FINDING OF No SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

Within 45 days No8h Corp., 
of Aiken, S.C. will submit draft 
license applications to the Fe
deral a ·egulatory Commission 
(PERC) for hydroelectric facili
ties at Summersville and ! SottQII' 
da•s, wlth final drafts to be 
submitted by November. 

Noah proposes to install 
power stations beside each dam 
and use the lake outflows to 
produce electricity. An 85-95 
megawatt facility costing appro
ximately $67 million is proposed 
at Summersville, while a 14· meg
awatt facility costing between -
$12 and $14 million is proposed 
at Sutton. 

SNOWSHOE 

Mud shoe 

The town of Summersville is 
the .official applicant there 
while the 'town of Gassaway i~ 
the official Sutton applicant. 

Th~ Army Corp~- ~~f~ Jn-~n
C!fH"s, ~lifcb :. bUilt ana')C)Perates 
bOth dau for flood control and 
other purposes, has a hydroelec
tric proposal of its own in the 
works at Summersville. The COE's 
facility would be much bigger · 
and more costly from a power 
·production standpoint than the 
Noah facility. · 

Noah Corp.'s president Bow
ard Hickey contends that the 
proposed facilities would not 
adversely affect either lake or 

TuRBID ~TERS IN SHAVERS FoRK LINKED TO SNowsHOe 

river downstream. Be said they 
would not require any additional 
water releases, but would only 
change the times of discharge. 

. Hickey,, .also said tbat .. No4h 
.wants the· OOE t~ release , flood 
water more slowly to lengthen 
the hydroelectric capability. Be 
said tailwaterc fishing would not 
be adversely affected at either 
dam, and that lake fluctuations 
would no~ be significant. 

But .officials at the State 
Department of Natural Resources 
have expressed concerns that the 
projects would adversely affect 
the lakes' edvironaents. 

"l'he company says stopping 

,. 

"rwo major sources of turbidity in the Sha
vers Pork are access roads above a.e&t Bridge on 
Mover land that are not used fo~ baull1J8 coal over 
thea so they are uot hooded, and Snowshoe," said 
Don Phares, a cold-water fisheries biologist for 
tbe Department of Natural Resources. 'There is no 
doubt the· situation is damaging to the people's 
interest," said Phares, "but there is no law on 
the books that defines what is too turbid.'' 

said one official, adding, "I doubt the slopes 
will be finished in tiae to· plant seed this year, 
but we have plenty of bay to catch the runoff." 

'There are no specific standards for turbid 
water," said Phares, adding, "And if you think the 
Shavers Fork has problems, you should take a look 
at the Elk River whose tributaries are Cup Run and 
Big Spring Run off of the saae mountain." 

Officials at Snowshoe say they have little 
hope of reseeding the new ski runs at Snowshoe 
this year. '1Je listen to what our agronomis t t e l ls 
us , when he says grass wi ll grow, we plant 1 t," 

Phares spoke of ski resorts in Vemont, say
ing, "Grass acts as an insulator, holding snow off 
the ground and causing more 11181H18de snow to be 
needed. You'll find very few ski resorts that 
plant grass on their slopes, they usually mulch 
them with sawdust or chips.'' 

Phares concluded, saying, "As far as Shavers 
Fork is concerned, everybody is guilty -- the 
stream is too acid, warm, turbid - and everybody 
that uses it contributes to its conditi on. Even a 
road that meets quality standards can affect t he 
conditi on of the Fork. And there's no way t o t reat 
it like we can trea t a stream that has only a few 
tributar ies, because the Fork has too many waters 
feeding it." 

• 

all discharges from the reser
voir for 2-3 days at a time will 
cause minimal or no impact; we 
feel it will cause a significant 
impact," said DNR wildlife biol-
ogist .lim RawSon. ' 

"X'n the case of SlJlllmersvil
le, the company intends to raise 
the water level from 1.5 - to 3 
feet per hour, which they say 
will_ have a minimal impact; we 
feel that increasing the water 
velocity and amount of water at 
that rate will make it impossi
ble to use conventional types of 
fishing equipment," continued 
Rawson. 

--rhe corporation says that 
flows of water that are good for 
white water rafting are also 
good for fishing; we say not 
true. 

"At Sutton, the corporation 
intends to release all· of the 
water from the bottom of the 
reservoir which is very cold; we 
sugest using a 11Ul.ti-level out
let structure so the fish can 
continue to spawn -- the fish 
won't spawn if 1 t gets too 
cold." 

In Noah's Sutton Dam draft 
license app11.cest:l.on b o PRRtJ "'""" 
d1spute a 1968 study ssyi~ the 
Elk River is not fishable above · 
1,000 cfs, a representative of 
Noah Corporation visited Sutton 
Dam tailwater to obse rve fish
ing. He reported, and Noah wrot e 
this up in their draft license 
application, that "the t empera
ture was in the high 50s and the 
sky was overcast; it was a plea
sant day following recent rains, 
but not a pri me day f or r ecrea
tion. 22 _fishermen were f i shing 
in the tail~ater area near the 
training wall and downs tream· a
long the bank. The flow was 1137 
cfs. Two men were fishing from a 
boat about a half mile down
stream. Questioning revealed the 
fishermen were a fte r trout. Ob
viously the conclusion reached 
~ the 1968 s tudy that the river 
is not fishable above 1,000 cfs 
is erroneous." 

It is hard to believe that 
Noah Corp. would use a one-man, 
one-day trip on the tall waters · 
to dispute a long-term DNR study 
on general fishing conditions on 
the Elk River, but that is what 
is contained in their report. 

~here is a disagreement on 
the degree of impact, since we 
have worked with the river and 
reservoirs all these years , we 
f eel our asses sment of the i :n
pacts are correct," said Rawson. 

In additi on the gr eater r e
tenti on of s t orm waters was not 
adequa t el y or correctly addres
sed by Noah, according t o Raw
son, who says t he r etention wil 
cause incr eased sJlt deposition 
in the r e servoir, wh ich will 
cause a l onger period of turbid 
discharge -- and you can't fish 
in muddy water. 

.. 
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ONE TENTH OF AMERICA's NATURAL GAs ·REsERVES IN W V- NINETY PeRCENT OF ' STATE UNDER l.:eAsE ·FoR 0-J~ AND GAs Now 

BY SALLY ICEBNBY 

Repeating the old saying, 
"Once st•1ng, twice shy," West 
Virginia. Governor Jay Rockefel
ler said in a Sept. 1 interview 
that "increased activity in the 
area of oil and gas drilling 
will soon make the people aware 
of the problems associated with 
leasing." 

Saying, "More legislation 
will be introduced in the next 
session in this area," the Gov
ernor would not commit himself 
to pushing for the rights of 
surface owners as he is now 
pushing for the tax limitation 
bill. 

Rockefeller, referring to 
the 400 percent increase from 
1980 - 81 when drilling permits 
rose from 1,000 to 4,000, said 
there has been a "leveling off 
or a downward trend in the past 
six to eight mon~hs." 

"The ~state would have to 
see if the oil and gas drilers 
are going to sustai'n their 
growth rate before ~ 'would in
creaae the size of . the Office of 
OL1 and Gss or che Departe ac o f 
Mines," said Rockefeller. 

'~e state has no plans now 
to increase the number of oil 
and gas inspectors," said Rocke
feller, adding later, "It is the 
responsibility of the land and 
mineral owners, working with 
s ·tate agencies, to make sure the 
terms of the lease are carried 
out clean and well," he said. 

The Office of Oil and Gas 
was divided this year into two 
parts: shallow - directed by Ted 
Streit (wells to 6,000 feet) and 
deep - directed by Tom Huzzey 
(any well deeper than 6,000 
fee t). 

There are only 12 inspec
t or s f or the e ntire state for · 
s hallow wells, which comprise 
over 90 percent of the state' s 
drilling according t o oil and 
gas inspector Robert Stewart who 
serves a 12-county area. 

"Barbour and Uphsur coun
ties had over 500 new drilliogs 
in the last five years, and Ran
dolph has had over 400,'' said 
Stewart, adding, "If you buy the 
surface and not the minerals, 
you can expect to have somebody 
come and drill a hole in your 
backyard and cry because there 
is nothing you can do about it 
except sue for damages." 

"And e ve n t he n it's hard 
because the gas companies say, 
' We go t a l a wye r we can pay 12 
months out of the year and we'll 
ju s t l a w you til you quit 
trying,'" said Stewart who work
ed f or gas compani es 25 ye ars 
be fo r e he became a n inspec t or 
for the Office of Oil and Gas. 

All i nspector s must have 
worked for a pri vat e company i n 

their field for at least 10 
xears according to Stewart, who 
'started out wi'th a contractor 

when he was just old enough to 
leave home." 

Stewart says he feels that 
90 percent of the people who 
have gas wells on their property 
are happy, because they get free 
gas; and 75 percent of the wells 
are out of sight of homes. ''Only 
about 2 percent of the people 
. are unhappy -- a lot of the 
calls I get are from people 
whose land is near a well, and 
their only recourse is to sue 
for damages," said Stewart. 

Stewart, who has made. 5()-
100 findings of violations on 8-
10 diffe rent companies over the 
past five years, says the big
gest proble.m is getting people 
to reclaim the 1~ 

"Most of the time a company 
will react to .a findtr&g ·'wtthin a 
we~," said Stewart., wbo ·· added 
that steep ~~ t.s 11ore likely 
to cause • wasb frd11 ,a pit (eed
ime{\t pona· usec1 to bold· refUse· 
frOii· dri.lllng oPerations}~ · ,. 

'-n-te refus~ is just biode
gradeable detergent 11l~Kt!d wi.th 
watec., d1k-t and· a·1r; bcco~e aa~ 
is Lighter tban 3tr' It rtses and 
doesn't stay .in the water," said 
Stewart who claims that even 
"after a spill · the water in 
those streams is usually running 
clear the next day." 

Tal\ting abput the problems 
Sanay Creek residents have in
curred due ta drilling (see AJr 
gust issue of the Voice) Stewart 
said, ''Honestly, those people 
have nothing to worry about -
just a couple of little spills 
five miles above Rodd's house 
a nd seven miles above Haggar
ty's." Tom Rodd and Dave Haggar
ty have been spokesmen for a 
group of Sandy Creek residents, 
who live on the Barbour-Preston 
County line, upset by the dril
ling activity in their area. 

· "It amounts to mud in the 
stream, which could just as eas
ily be caused by three inches of 
rain coming down off the moun-
tain," said Stewart. 

Dave and Donna Haggarty 
don't see it the same way as 
Stewart. ''The detergent may be 
biodegradeable, but that doesn't 
stop it from washing essential 
oils off of the beavers and oth
er animals in Sandy Creek," said 
Ms. Haggarty. 

"The DNR has set beavers 
all across this creek to repopu
late the watershed, and the bea
vers depend on the oil on their 
hair to shed water to keep them 
f rom getting cold and sick. Whe n 
the deterge nt i s re leased it 
washes the oils off their hair, 
making them more susceptible to 
disease ," said Ms. Haggarty. 

"I' m not agains t drilli ng, 
who could be? -- there is a com-

pany drilling on land we are 
part owners of -- but I want 
them to do it right," said Ms. 
Haggarty, adding, "I am not a
gainst people making money, but 
we can't keep sacrificing our 
environment for money." 

'"lbe best news we've had in 
the last 10 months is that the 
company drilling on our land did 
not find enough gas to keep the 
well open -- it will simply be 
capped and reclaimed," said Mr • 
Haggarty, who has made dailey 
visits to the well site on his 
land since drilling began, for
cing the company to put in a 
second pit when the retaining 
wall on the first one was in 
danger of collapsing. 

The Hagga rtys -1nd other 
Sandy Creek residents are 
presently involved in litigation 
to get the Preston County Court 
to issue an injunction against 
the drilling companies to make 
them stop polluting. 

110ver the . past \0 •aonths 
there· have been 15-20 wells 
drilled wlthtn a two square 111lie 
area of Sandy Creek," sat.d 
Haggarty, expl•ining, ~'Six of 
etio•c walla\ were tn a quarte.r 
mile radius -- of those six, 
four have nad spills -- ponds 
have collapsed putting slurry 
into the cceelt that everybody 
waters their cattle out of and 
swims in," says JJasprty • . 

·~e will pursue this liti
gation, because that's the name 
of the game. You see we had the 
police out here~· They fined the 
companies, who paid hundreds of 
dollars in fines. -BUt the compa
nies don't care about a $500 
fine, because that is cheaper 
tlvln doing the job right. I work 
for ~assey Ferguson, and I know 
how 111uch it costs to pay for a 
bullrlo?.er and dozer operator. It 
is cheaper for them to do it 
wrong and pay the fine, than to 
pay for the big machinery and 
the operators' salaries to do lt 
right," explained Haggarty. 

"So far, all that our call
ing and water monitoring and 
fines has done is to make the 
companies just a little bit par
anoid," said Haggarty, "but if 
we can get an injunction from 
the judge to make them stop if 
they are polluti~, then if they 
violate the judge s order we can 
sue them for enough money to 
make them do it right." 

·~ater is a very forgiving 
medium, but it cannot handle 
what thes e companies want to 
dump in," said Ms. Haggarty. 

Inspector Stewart maintains 
that "one of our biggest inter
es t s is water. Water control 
requi res us to make sure roads 
buil t by the drillers are dit
ched as we ll as insuring that 
surface wa ters do not go into 
the pits and checking surface 

pipes." · (At a certain level in 
the drilling operation, they 
have to stop and put in a sur
face pipe to protect the coal 
seams and fresh water zones, 
explained Stewart.) 

Yet the Haggarty& were sur
prised to find the head of Eas
tern OVerthrust (gas drilling) 
Company walk in with Stewart at 
a January roeeting of Sandy Creek 
residents. "Stewart is being 
paid by our tax dollars to pro
tect and support us," said the 
Haggartys, ''he should be writing 
fines against this guy, yet he 
comes into the meeting practi
cally holding his hand." 

In addttion to feeling that 
the oil and gas inspectors are 
pro-company, the Haggartys feel 
the oil and gas inspectors ar~ 
against the Department of Natu
ral Resources. 

"If you can get the Depart
ment ·of Natural Resoutces to 
agree there has been ·a finding 
of pollut;f.on·, the oil ·f..nd gas 
inapec:tora iaigbt testJ, fY. ~.~() the 
contra-ry," said the Haggarty!~ 
citing ·a Taylop: :eouuty c:aae io
voU.ng · t,ox ,Drtlling in .. Jihlch · 
they say inspectpr William Blos
ser testified contcary to D~k 
inspector Sam Perris's testl11orly 
about the water · quali'ty ·ln the 
Valley Falls watershed. 

In addition to the lack of 
, . responsibli:ty and the poor tech

niques usea by drillers., the 
Haggarty& see ~he inequality of 
pay:aents as another . point of 
contention. "Shallow. gas wells 
pump out of a 200 acre area, 
many times adjacent l~nd owners 
to a drilling site get nothing 
for the gas that mu~Jt ~e being 
pumped out from Wlder their pro
pertY.,'' said the Haggartys. 

Using their own case as an 
example, the Haggartys explained 
that if their well had produced, 
adjacent land. owner Waldo Phil
lips would have been paid noth
ing for the gas that they 13ay 
wo~ld surely have been pumped 
from beneath his land·, since the 
well site was only a little over 
500 feet fr~m the property line. 

Another problem with 
payments was noted by Brad 

·Talbott the owner of three gas 
wells on .the Talbott Road in 
Barbour Co~ty. "I think most of 
the gas companies· are pretty 
straight with ya', but there's 
no way to tell if they are 
cheating," said Talbott, who 
reads his well meters weekly to 
see how much gas the company is 
pumping out of his wells. 
' "I can tell you one thing, 

if I was going to lease again I 
would do things different," said 
Talbott, explaining, ·~ou can 
drill a well every 1 ,500 feet -
if I was doing tt again I would 

(Continued on following page) 
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section off my ~s . :fitto p-lots . 
and have ·tour tiaes :the number 
·of wells." · · 

Tal~ott, who says be 
doesn't"tuave a ·,gr4.,pe . W:f.tb. any . 
well drillers." •exclatu, i~re . 
should be a 1.., passed that· 
makes every surface owner with a 
well on hi.s property .ge-t free 
gas." 

The we 11: that supplies 
Talbott with free gas is on land 
whose surface rights are owned 
by Talbott's bro~~r. ''1. thoua11t 
when I signed the lease· that 
my brother wo~d get free gas,. 
but I was wrong," said Talbott, 
adding, ''You should talk to my 
brother, if you want to talk to 
someone who has a gripe with the 
oll and gas companies. 

Instead· I talked with C. L 
Moss, a Randolph County resident 
who said in advertisements in 
local newspapers that his rights 
as a surface property owner ha\Te 
'been totally ignored by J and J 

' Enterprises and ~.W •. Jack Drill
ing Co.; . property including tim- ' 
ber have been destroyed against 
my protests; and numerous prom
ises from these COIJlP&nies ·but no 
act ion to date." 

Mosi, who ·had · to .buy · the · 
right to . "free'~ :gas froa · th~ 
nalneral owner; \had two :~wel.u . 
drtlied on 'bf,a :prqperty· tiJ. J ·aDd;· 
,J 11ince 1'980.. · ... ;..'- . . t • • .• :;:. . • 

"Witlti.ft ·a .·Veri': at\Ht.: tim~ ! a·fte r thJ! ;tds ;(la .. e ,l\lt J:n .·the 
r.a pa~rs, the ·c011pany .liael'a la-Yer 

up here,-' and I toJ,d him· I wanted 
an apology from tbe co'apany in 
writing and a payaent for the 
~1114ges they ~ done to ay .pro
perty,'' sal~ MQss, whose prob- · 
i.ems are 11ow being .rect·lfied by 
·the con~panr,· ·-"They bave.n't 
'finished .yet,,. said .Moss, ''but I · 
have . every faith 'that they ·will 
do what that lawye-r told me they 
l!fould. and I'm sure I'll get my 
~potogy ln 1.11riti11g." 

"I won't say anymore about 
it in the newspapers since the 
company is set~ling up, but I 
will tell any land owner in de
t~tl all th@ problems that I 
have had with this drilling com
pany," said Moss, who has dealt 
with other drilling companies 
"with satisfaction." 

Department of Natu_ral Re
sources Director Dave Callaghan 
says . the DNR has several cases 

:11 pending in the courts, but many 
contentlons are concluded with 
just an intent to suit. 

\ 

"There are water quality 
problems associated with drill
ing throughout the state," said 

. Callaghan, who sees "no reason 
why the land can't be revegi
tated ~d reclaimed within days 
or a couple to three weeks after 
the drilling ·operation." 

"The heaviest drilling is 
in the central portion of the 
state in Barbour, -upshur, Brax
ton and Clay counties," said 
Callaghan, who also states that 
"drilling is tapering off right 

- now -- for economic reasons I 
don't fully understand there is 
not the level of drilling 
there's been over the past two 
years." 

• I ' . . . . . . . 
. Leg1~lative 1 re,preeentat1ve 

fctr the lDd~t· Oil 'and Gas 
Assocla~ion, :'ftlous · R. Goodwin, 
explains •oae ' of ' ~~e eeonp•ic 
factors, '-there baiJ been a soft
ening ?f ~the . price in crude oil. 
~db bas ·:put number stx crude 
oil in . ~titi~u With -gas. At 
the saae ti-me, gas suppliers are 
locked into old "take or pay'' 
contracts (i.e., if they don't 
take the production. they have 
to pay for it anyway) making 1t 
economically impossible for them 
to buy from loeal drillers. I 
think this will be a short lived 
softening, though." 

Goodwin spoke of the phen
omenal growth rate of the gas 
industry in the state. ''Produc
tion has quadrupled in the last 
four years with state Business 
and Occupat f. on (B & 0) taxes 
rising· fro~ less than $10 mill
ion in 1978 to $41.7 million in 
fiscal year '82." · 

"If that kind of growth 
continues by the late 1980s the 
gas industry could go over $100 
million tn direct taxes paid for 
production. The gas price is 
going up, and the B & 0 tax rate 

· on gas i~ the highest in the 
state at 8.76 percent." 

. Goo~w~-n 11ays there has 
neyel' been an effort by the 
i~try to ·lower the B & 0 tax 

·ra~e. : , ·. · · · · · · 
~· : ... :Ge·cidt,in alao~-apok~f· ·of the·.· 

. ·~!'& ,P.l.mi" tif .,· t\e i:nduStry • .. 
'"lbere· ate .certait) operators. wh( 
are ' ;not ·res~us _t~l.e. that our · 
ar~p ~· as ·oppoa~d to as the 
e,tvir'otaentalists~" 

· ''The nu•ber of inspectors 
available to police or enforce 
the envil'OIUDental laws are the 
S;t•ne tod~ as there were when 
the lnduitry was just getting 
started;" satd Goodwin. ad~ing, 
''Here· we ·have an industry in ·the 
st .. te wi.th phenoaenal growth. 
representing an ~onual invest
ment in exce11s of a billin dol
lars, but there has been no like 
increase in the budget for sta.f
fing of oil and gas division." 

"They are .great1y under
staffed. With the same number of 
people doing their job, in the 
past several years 1t has become 
an extremely difficult jo~," 

said Goodwin. 
According to Perry Bryant, 

an environmental and legislative 
co-ordinator for the Citizens 
Action Group based in Charles
ton, last year's legislation 
didn't deal with eQforceOlent of 
the laws, bUt with enacting more 
stringent laws for surface own
ers and insuring a one-eighth 
royalty payment for mineral own
ers. Only the latter passed both 
houses to become law. 

"The surface owners wanted 
three things, basically," said 
Bryant, ''Notification of when a 
permit was being applied for on 
their · property; administrative 
standing allowing them a part in 
the planning process of permit 
issuance; and a simpler mechan
ism for damages." Though this 
legislation passed the senate, 
it was remanded to commit tees in 
the house so many times that it 
failed to be voted on by House 
members. - · 

. . 
. . ··~r. the pre-.ent 1&w .oil 

aDd P,s d~lopen cum. do · ·what- · 
ever is fai·cly necess.ary' to. 
recover thei~ . ·~~erala; and a 
surface ownet bas to pr.o\fe ,neg
ligence in order to aet coapen
aatioa for lost agricultural 
·properties.," said Bryant ex
pfat'ning why new· law; are 

'rte.eded. "I want t 'o make "it 
clear, also, ·that the· surface 
olmers never wanted the ability 
to object to the issuing ot a 
permit, itaelf; they only wanted 
a part in th~ planning· process 
to assure tbat drill~rs · located 

. their roads in acceptable places 
on the suface owners' lands." 

Cable tool drilling popular in the early 1920s has been 
replaced by -rotary drt 1 1 fng as can be witnessed on almost any 
road in West Virginia (TalbOtt load - top photo) and even from 
ttie golf course of Qmaan Valley State park (bottom photo). One 
of the coocessions aceeptable to surface owners pushing for new 
w. Va. laws last year dealt with compensation to surface owners 
from drillers using the rotary method which causes more surfac~ 
disturbance, particularly road building, than the old cable tool 
method. 

"A surface owner who signed a lease prior to 1960 was to be 
comnpensated for damages resulting from roatry drilling; while 
those signing a lease after 1960 would receive no compensation 
because it would be assumed that they knew that rotary drilling 
would be used and that compensation would be built into the 
lease," said Citizens .Action Group co-ordinator Perry Bryant, who 
was vocal in the 1981 surface rights legislation, which died tn 
the house rules committee last session. 

.. 
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Happy Trails 
300-MILE ALLEGHENY TRAIL, SUGAR CAMP FARM DeDICATION SEPT. 25 

The c ulmination of a six
~r effort hy th·~ l 'if) member w. 
Va. Scenic Trails Association to 
forge the Allegheny Trail -- the 
longest offshoot of the interna
tionally famous, 2,000-mile long 
Appalchian Trail - comes Satur
day, Sept. 25, with a dedicat ion 
Juring the Association's ''Sho...r 
And-Tell" celebration at Sugar 
Camp Fartn in ·Q-eenhr.ier Count~ 

The farm - just five miles 
from the Allegheny Trail's jmc
ture with the Appalachian Trail 
--will be dedicated at that 
time. Association 111ernbers are· 
promising to have the ~st, se
ven-mile section of the Trail 
completed by then. 

Tile project has been a mas
sive undertaking, according to 
Fred Bird, one of the leaders of 
the effort as well as one of the 
instigators of the idea. The 
idea was divid~d into four sec
tions: a 6G-mile treck from the 
~. state line to Blackwater 
Falls State Iark which was 
cleared under the leadership of 
G!orge Rosier of Morgantown, the 
Association's current president; 

WHo's FoREST Is Ir ANYWAY? 

a !DO-mile segment from Blackwa
ter to Cass, cleared under 
Bird's leadership; and two 70-
mile sections, one from Cass t o 
Neola clea~ed Wli!er the l leader
ship of Frank ~lurie of Charl
eston, and the other from Neola 
to Lindside cleared under the 
leadership of Doug Wood, a mem
ber of the Association's board 
of director8. 

About half of the 30D-mile 
total was entirely new trail, 
Bird said, while the remainder 
was part! y existing trails .and 
partly county and Forest Service 
roAds. Much of the work at 
clearing the l l~'t!J t ran 't!J'-i~ tn
credibly slow-going, with one 
sectlon betw.een Durbin and Cass 
taking seven and eight people 
making no more than 200 )Breis of 
progress a da~ according to 
Bird. 

''One mile a day is flying," 
Blrd remarks, while the average 
progress for trail-making- is 
half-a-mile a day through rela
tively open 't!Joods. 

One of the most dedicated 

An old forest semce road down to Enviro Energy's Suter Run 
Mine has two eips that indicate no one is allowed to use the 
road except Env1n personnel. Enviro officials claim to have put 
up only the sign with their telephone Dllllber on it. 

Ral~h Mumme of ~ Monongahela National Forest Service says 
this isn t true. "QDly vehicular traffic is not allowed on the 
road, because it is atill under construction, '' said Mumme. Fores
ter Gil Churchill says their sign {Road Closed To Public Use) is 
being r eplaced with a sip that says: "Biking Use Only," and that 
Envir o has been told by tbe Forest Service to physically remove 
the (Private Road Authorized Personnel Only) sign. 

worlcers on the trail never got 
to see it completed - but was 
honored by the Association be
fore his death. He was Dr. Rob-

·ert Urban, known in "Whoop ' N 
Holler," the 11!1onthly publication 
of the Association, as "the one 
who virtually single-handedly 
turned the Two Spring section of 
the Allegheny Trail in Tucker 
County from an almost impas
sable, t"()Ck-strewn, st~~p raoun
tainside into a beautiful, side
walk-like stroll." 

One of the strengths of the 
Trail from a hiking standpoint, 
Byrd said, is its "enormous var
let y." It includes everything 
from boggy, Canadian-like ter
ra i.11 to the rugged slopes of <:t 

tr~ ~stem wilderness to ea&1"' 

Let's Make A Deal 
(Continued from page 8) 

letters from the DNR to Congres
smen Nick Rahall, Robert Bya:-d, 
Jennings Randolph and the A.r.-my 
COE show that the DNR f~a r~d 

such a sale might be conceivable 
since the lands are "in the 
cl~ssic definition, underuti-
l ized." · 

The Huntington office of 
the COE responded in a May lOth 
letter that they shared ''Direc
tor Callaghan's concern that the 
loss of these a reas would deal a 
severe blow to sportsmen and 
wildlife enthusiasts in West 
Virginia." "I am of the present 
opinion," said Col. Higman of 
the Huntington OOE, "that lands 
classifi ed ln this fashion will 
not fall prey to public sale ••• r 
cannot, however, predict the de
cis lons of the Property Review 
Board." 

The Washington office of 
the COE responded to the DNR on 
May 27th in a like manner, em
phasizing the Corps obligation 
to comply with Executive Order 
12348 and the decision of the 
Federal PRB. Colonol Arthur Wil
liams of the OOE in Washington 
said in his letter, "This EO 
directs all Federal agencies to 
periodically review their real 
property holdings to determine 
if any of the holdings are not 
being utilized, are under util
ized or are not being put to 
optimum use ... we cannot predict 
how these future reviews might 
affect the subject lands." 

DNR Direct or Callaghan said 
on Au~st 31 that his department 
doesn t view the r e se rvoir lands 
as unde rutilized, ''but as highly 
utilized fishing a nd wildlife 
ar~as , and we made that clear t o 
the ODE, who have related to us 
that they feel the same way." 

The Highlands V.O:i~ 
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to-walk railroad grades to ck!~ 
rhododendron thicket& ~eJaSe 
hi 1d.ng time for the entire, JOo
mile length is expected to ·be , 
fpu~, t~~ix weeks-- although 
some may trave1'se it in ten days 
to t; wo weeks. 

· Fo r. w. Vii. 'hiking enthu
slas t s, the Allegheny Trail's 
end at Sugar Camp Farm is a. real 
treasure. According to Bird, it 
is the only western access point 
in W. Va. to the world-famous 
Appalachian ~Traii - aside from 
the larger trail's headqua·rte.rs 
at 'Harper's Ferr)' . 

1ftior to the purchase of 
the 160-acre Sugar Ca~p Farm, 
there had been no way to get to 
~he Appalachian Trail without 
crossing private land. 

Jim Rawson, a wildlife bi
ologist in the Elkins division 
·of the DNR says, ''We don' t think 
anything will happen so fast 
that the DNR won't be able to 
enter into some kind of agree
ment with the COE if the lands 
are going to be classified as 
excess." 

The publi c that wants pro
t ect ed public fish and wildlife 
acreage can only hope that the 
relationship between the DNR and 
the COE is as strong as and 
c l ear .1s Cal Lighan and Rawson 
indicate it is, because within 
the next ·five years, w1der Exec
utive Order 12348 the government 
could get rid of 35 million ac- · 
res of land -- or 5 percent of 
federal land holdings. The only 
lands untouched by the EO are 
400 million acres of Nation~! 
Park and National Wildlife Re
fuge systems, Indian Trust lands 
and Wilderness areas, Wild and 
Scenic Rivers, National Trails, 
national conservation areas and 
certain other lands designated 
by Congress. 

How the lands will be sold 
to the public is as yet undeter
mined, but before the public 
gets a chance the lands must be 
assessed to determine their mar
ket value, according to Ripley. 
·~e usual procedure is to offer 
the lands to other federal .agen
cies. If they don't want them, 
then the lands are offered to 
state and local governments. On
ly after all gover~ent agencies 
have been given an opportunity 
to bid are the tracts offered to 
the general public. At least 
that is how it . is usually done, 
but t hi s federal PRB could do 
things differen tly, .. 'I gues s, 
since they are di rec tL~ unde r 
the executive branch of gove rn
ment . " 
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Page Seven 
Make this year's WVHC FALL REVIEW a fatly event. 

Maximua fee $1.00/hr, but dependent upon final arranpments and 
DUIIber of children. 

No EIS REQUIRED 'F0R CABOT SAYS fOREST SeRVICE r. C011ing. Please reserve the following child care hours for my 
child/ chUdren. 

The u. s. Forest Service 
cited five factors in determ
ining that no Environmental Ina
pact Stat~ent (EIS) ls 1'\eeded 
before Cabot 011 and "Qas Corpor
ation beginA dt>illiQ8 nine of a 
proposed 80 wells f.D the Monon
gahela National Foreat. 

--The drilling plana does· 
not aignlflcaatly affect the 
quality of the hu••Dt' environ-
men~. \ 

--Site disturbance occurs 
on lese ·than 10 acres and will 

SAVE _ 
CANAU VALLEY 
wild animals 

·T -sltirt 

$6 

y.;_, m~v nrctcr lh~ SAVE CANAA N VAU.fo:V T-.C:hlrl 1511 
(W'tfM\1 · r.,ltnn. "0 P!"'ent poiY"'ltrl wtlh ywr lavori lc 
fllllfACI..,. fr~~m lilP h81 be! low lor 11,00 eech fleol.:n.11c wr 
tO!IIIIrrll' .. !\, M. 1,: Adult•· S. M. L. Xl ,l arwl Cl~tw IKrllv 
1;rrcn. N:wv flhiC', 111'11. lll•r ltl lor l'llth sltlri Mnny lhnnll> 
In M It 1\lvnn:t lolf' ~hi rl tll'!<lin 111'101 Ill . Stnilh, J r lnr 
d onrnl'lr ,... I WIIITP: INK ONI,V 

----------------------· 11111>~:11 F'fiRM ·~lip 11nd mill -

Hum -------------~----

' 

Make cheek Jla)'Able to "VV Hif!hlande Coneen~tney" 
and Mil to WVHC, ftOx P.O. Box 506 Faln10nt, WV 

NttiiiiHT ..... , ... 
-- Whlfl'·lalled ''"'' 

__ Rieck !lear 

-- ('.retl .. IN!'"'"'" 
-- ~~~·~ 

T-!llllrt c·et., 
!II, 

2655"· 

,.,~ 

·-s-·---·--
-- GoaNwll - -- - - - s--
-- A-"-" w~ --- ·-- 1---

-- Nellwe Brd Treul ---- --·- 1---· 

-- Starne-r l~aUI - - - -- ·- 1-· 
R-Ibot 

PMt.c• and lludllnc·.fcrr •• eblrt q.~ 
--for adell Uenal ehirte-·2541 eaolt •--

'roi'AL•t_ 

-----------------------

have only sl.faht, te11porary ef
fects on forest resource& 

-'lhe,y;e was not a signifi
cant aaomt of public interest 
or coat myers)\ 

[) 

[) 

[) 

[] 

PIUDAY, 6-11 p.m. 
Riae(s) ana age(s) 

SATORDA.Y, 6-11 P••• 

SUNDAY, 9-noon 

SUNDAY, l-end of meeting 

--Ba.aed on the experience 
with the :~·Glady "Gas field (on 
Monongahela National Forest 
lands near Beverly), tbe geology 
of the ar~a Cabot wilt drill. 
and gas well deve lop11ent to 
date, there is confidence that 
future de.velopment, including 
distribution &)'Items can occur, 
if needed, in such a way that 
resources are protected and For
est Service facilities are 
enhanced. 

Parent(s) Name"--------------------
Address ------

Phone # ----------------------Thet'e is no lt're'let'liible 
commitment or i rretrie'lable loss 
of National "Forest resources, 
nor is there any significant 
adverse etwironm.ental impact. 

If plans change and cancellation is necessary, r11 let you 
know immediately. 

• 

Parent(s} Signature 
The Forest Service is now 

in the process of preparing a 
''Mas.ter Agreeme•lt" f•>r t~e Ct)r-

• pot'ation, which will cover ide•l
tical items for the wells, wtth 
supplementary docum~nts for each 
well requiring any site specific 
mitigation measures to protect 
other resources. 

Form must be received by SEPTEMBER 15th to insure arrangements. 

Mail to: WVHC, 
P.o • . Box ·506, 
Fairmont, WV 26554 

I WANT TO HELP WI'ni auLD CARE Forest ·officials say, "In 
n•> way does the :n~Jster 3greement 
approve any subsequent action by 
Olbc>t that we haven't evaluated 
-- this plan covers only the 
nine wells - if Cabot wants to 
drill more, a new ~reement will 
have to be written. ' 

[ J On a voluntary basis (wi th at .le;ts t one other person also 
on duty at all times) 

[] For an hourly fee {$2-3) and/or mileage to site. 

The decision to 1111rtte til~ 

~aster Agree:nerlt ls s ubject t o 
.~d :1 '.•tl ~Jtra tlve review (appeal) 
purs1.1ant to 36 ~F~ 1ll.19. Any
one who feels t1le y have been 
affected by the deci s ion can 
send an appeal notice in writing 
within 45 days of August 12, 
1982, to Michael· B. Hathaway, 
Deputy Fores t Supervisor, J. 0. 
Box 1548 , Elkins, WV 26241. 

[] I will t ake a group of 3-5 children, ages 6 and above on 
:tn hours hike/field trip at the following time (specify day and 
hour): 

' 

[] In the following manner ----....,....--~--=--------

Attach sep~rate e~lanation if necessary. . 
.. ............ , .... ..... ...... .. .......... ,. , ... .... .... ......... . 

Name 
--------------------~-----------------------------------

.....--------------------

Join Phone: ........................ . ................................... . 

111E W. VA. HIG .. LANDS CON~RV ANCY 

Deecription of membership categories. 
Individual membership: 
Reqular- $10 from the rank and file who can give time ,111d 
inter"t to the coDMrvancy. 
Alaoc:iate-$20 from thoae who can afford a small extra gift 
in addition to their inter•t in West Virginia's outdoors. 
Su.taininq- $50 from thoae able a,nd willing to give lar;er 
amounts necesary to u.nderwrite our programs. 
Senior- $8 from conaervationilll over 65 years of aqe. 

Organizational membership: 
Re<)ulAr-$20 from a smaU orqanization anJdous to help the 
CoOMrvancy 8core couervation qains in the Mountain 
State. 
Auociate-$30 from a larqer orqaniution whoae member
ship approves the efforta of the Couervancy. 
Sustaininq-$60 from a larqe national orqaniution which 
apprec::iat .. th~ importance of a hiqhl.ulds area to the peo
ple of the eutem seaboard. 

. 
: 0 New 0 Renewal 

. -. . Name : ........... .. .. . .......... ... .. . ...... . . ..... . .. . 
Address .. ......................... . . .. . .. ..... .. .. ... . . 
City . .... .. . . ..... State ..... . . ....... Zip . . .. . ........ . 
Orqanization you represent( if any) ................ . . ... .. .. . 

Membership cateqory (see descriptions opposite) 
Individual · Orqanizational 
0 $10 Reqular 0 $20 Reqular 
0 $20 Associate 0 $30 Associate 
0 $50 Sustaininq 0 $60 Sustaininq 
0 $ 8 Senior 

Brief statement of present position, interest, or activities in con-
servation activities (optional) ............................. . 

Make checks payable t.o The West Virqinia Hiqhlands Conservancy. 
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Page Six 

GREENBRIER COUNTY 

Happy Trails 
J 300-MILE ALLEGHENY TRAIL, SUGAR CAMP FARM DEDICATION SEPT. 25 

The culmination of a six
~r effort by th•-! 1 'if'! mernber w. 
V a. Scenic Trails Association to 
forge the Allegheny Trail -- the 
longest offshoot of the interna
tionally famous, 2,00()-mile long 
Appalchian Trail - comes Satur
day, Sept. 25, with a dedicat i.on 
Juring the Association's "Show
And-Tell" celebration at Sugar 
Camp Farm in 'Q'eenbr.ier Cotmt)' 

The farm -- just five miles 
from the Allegheny Trail's jmc
ture with the Appalachian Trail 
--will be dedicated at that 
time. Association 111ernbers are· 
promising to have the ~st, se
ven-mile section of the Trail 
completed by then. 

The project has been a mas
sive undertaking, according to 
Fred Bird, one of the leaders of 
the effort as well as one of the 
instigators of the idea. The 
idea was dividt!d into four sec
t ions: a 6o-mile treck from the 
~. state line to Black~ater 
Falls State l&rk which was 
cleared under the leadership of 
Cl!orge Rosier of Morgantown, the 
Association's current president; 

WHo's FoREST Is IT ANYWAY? 

a !DO-mile segment from Blackwa
ter to Cass, cleared under 
Bird's leadership; and two 70-
mile sections, one from cass to 
Neola cle~~~d UUAAI:' . the l. leader
ship of Frank ~1.\.trie ot Charl
eston, and the other from Neola 
to Lindside cleared under the 
leadership of Doug Wood, a mem
ber of the Association's board 
of director8. 

About half of the 3DO-mile 
t otal was entirely ne w trail, 
Bird said, while the remainder 
was partly existing trails .and 
partly county and Forest Service 
roads. Much of the work at 
clearing the ll~ 'oll t rA tl 14"-i~ in
credibly slow-going, with one 
section betw.een Durbin and Cass 
taking seven and eight people 
making no more than 200 )Brds of 
progress a day, according to 
Bird. 

''One mile a day is flying," 
Blrd remarks, while the average 
1n·ogress for t rai 1-making- is 
hal f-a-mile a day through rela
tively open "'oods. 

One of the most dedicated 

.An old forest semce road down to Enviro Energy's Suter Run 
Mine has tvo signs that iDdicate DO one is allowed to use the 
road eD:ept Bnviro perSODDel. Enviro officials claim to have put 
up only the stan with their telepboDe DUIIber on it. 

Ralph Hwlae of the Monongahela National Forest Service says 
this isn't true. "Only vehicular traffic is not allowed on the 
road, because it is still under construc~ion," said Mumme. Fores
ter Gil Churchill says their sign ~d Closed To Public Use) is 
being replaced with a sign that says: "Biking Use Only," and that 
Enviro has been told by the Forest Service to physically remove 
the (Private Road Authorized Personnel Only) sign. 

workers on the trail never got 
to see it completed - but was 
honored by the Association be
fore his death. He was Dr. Rob-

:ert Urban, known in "Whoop 'N 
Holler," the t11loathly publication 
of the Associat ton, as "the one 
who virtually single-handedly 
turned the Two Spring section of 
the Allegheny Trail in Tucker 
County from an almost impas
sable, rock-strewn, st?.r!p rlloun
tainside into a beautiful, side
walk-like stroll." 

One of the strengths of the 
Trail from a hiking standpoint, 
Byrd said, is its "enormous var
let y." It includes everything 
from boggy, Canadian-like ter
ra itl to the rugged slopes of ;,t 

tr~ '&:lstern wilderness to easy-

Let's Make A Deal 
(Continued from page 8) 

letters from the Dt~ io Cortgres
smen Nick Rahall, Robert By rd. 
Jennings Randolph and the ~r:my 

COE show that the DNR fear~d 

such a sale might be conceivable 
since the lands are "in the 
c lassic def inition, underut i -
lized." · 

The Hunting t on office of 
the ODE responded in a May lOth 
letter that they shared "Direc
tor Callaghan's concern that the 
los s of these a reas would deal a 
severe blow to sportsmen and 
wildlife e nthusiasts in West 
Virginia." "I am of the present 
opinion," said Col. Higman of 
the Huntington OOE, "that lands 
class ified ln this fashion will 
not fall prey to public sale ••• ! 
cannot, however, predict the de
cislons of the Proper ty Review 
Board." 

The Washington office of 
the ODE responded t o the DNR on 
May 27th in a like manner, em
phasizing the Corps obligation 
to comply with Executive Order 
12348 and the decision of the 
Federal PRB. Colonol Arthur Wil
liams of the OOE in Washington 
said in his lette r, "This EO 
directs all Fede ra l agencies to 
periodically review their real 
property holdlngs to de t ermine 
if any of the holdings are not 
being utilized, are under util
ized or are not be ing put t o 
optimum use.-we cannot predict 
how these future reviews might 
affect the subject lands." 

DNR Director Callaghan said 
on Au~t 31 that his department 
doesn t view the reservoir lands 
as underutilized, ''but as highly 
utilized fishing and wildlife 
areas, and we made that clear t o 
the COE, who have related to us 
tha t they feel the same way." 

.., 
'·~ - .. , ..... 

The Highlands~~~ 

. -
' .. . 

~ ·-... .. 

... .. 

to-walk railroad grades to cit!llBE! 
rhododendron thicket& AveJ&Ie 
hiking time for the entire, 30o
mile length is expected to ·be , 
f,ou~, t<>1 1J).X weeks -- although 
some may trave"t'se it ln ten da,s 
to t; wo weeks. 

·For. w. va. biking enthu
s t.~sts, the Allegheny Trail's 
end at Sugar camp Farm is a real 
treasure. According to Bird, it 
is the only western access point 
in w. Va. to the world-famous 
Appalachian Trai1 - aside from 
the large r trail's headqt»1rters 
at Harper's Ferr)' 

' ftior to the purchase of 
the 160-acre Sugar Ca~p Farm, 
there had been no way to get to 
the Appalachian Trail without 
crossing private land. 

Jim Rawson, a wildlife bi
ologist in the Elkins division 
·of the DNR says, "We don't think 
anything will happen so fast 
that the ONR won't be a ble to 
enter into some kind of agree
ment with the COE if the lands 
are going t o be classified as 
excess." 

The public that wants pro
tected public fish and wildlife 
acreage can only hope that the 
relationship between the DNR and 
the COE is a s strong as and 
clear .~s Callaghan and Rawson 
t.ndtcate it is, because within 
the next ·five years, w1der Exec
utive Order 12348 the government 
could get rid of 35 million ac- · 
res of land -- or 5 percent of 
federal land holdings. The only 
lands untouched by the EO a r e 
400 million acres of Nation~! 
Park and National Wildlife Re
fuge systems, Indian Trust lands 
and Wilderness areas, Wild and 
Scenic Rivers, National Trails, 
national conservation areas and 
certain other lands designated 
by Congress. 

How the lands will be sold 
to the public is as yet undeter
mined, but before the public 
gets a chance the lands must be 
assessed to determine their mar
ket value, according to Ripley. 
·~e usual procedure is to offer 
the lands to other federal agen
cies. If they don't want them, 
then the lands are offered to 
state and local governments. On
ly after all gover~ent agencies 
have been given an opportunity 
to bid a r e the tracts offered to 
the general public. At least 
that is how it . is usually done, 
but this federa l PRB could do 
t hings differently , ~ I guess, 
since they are d i rectl~ under 

the executive branch of govern
ment . " 
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Page Seven 
Make this year's WVHC PALL REVIEW a faaily event. 

BmiSDm li>W POR auw CARE 

Maximum fee $1.00/hr, but dependent upon final arrangements and 
llUIIber of children. 

tb EIS REQUIRED -FoR CABOT SAYS FoREST SeRVICE I'a coming. Please reserve the following child care hours for my 
child/ children. 

The u. s. Forest Service 
cited five factors in determ
ining that no Environmental Ina
pact Statettent (EIS) ls rteeded 
before Cabot 011 and "Qas Corpor
ation beginA drilliqg nine of a 
proposed 80 wells 11\ the MOilOll
gahela National Forest. 

--The drtlltns plans does · 
not significantly affect the 
quality of the huaan; environ-

men~. ' 
--Site disturbance occurs 

on less ·than 10 acres and will 

SAVE 
CANAAN VALLEY 
wild animals 

T-sltirt 

$6 

\'.;_. m11v nrdrr lht SAVE CANAAN VAU..F:V T,~hlrt 1!111 
J"'ICMII ·,..,linn. ~ JI"I'Cent p:~lyeoterl with your lavorilr 
rharAclfl' lrnmt~ list ~low lor 11.00 N C:II ll!'lllf:n:> lr ~,,. 

t Chl~rii'I · ·S, M. 1,: Adulla· S, M. 1.. Xl ,l orwl r,.,.. IKrllv 
r:rr cn. N~vv llhK', lt"l. lll•r k • lnr mrhaltlrl lllnny lhnnk' 
In M II l\lvnrr7 fnr l'hlrl ll..,.tin Anrl It I. Sm1lh, Jr lnr 
r hnmrlrl"< I WIIITf: INK ONI.Y 

----------------------· 

"~ ------------~-----

{ 

Mak11 cheek pay11ble to ''VV Hi"'lande Coneernncy" 
aDd Mil to ~VHC, f!ox P.o. Bo1 506 fair110nt, wv 

Nounhfto 
l)foelrf'lll 

__ Whltf'o .. lled l)to(or 

__ Black nt•r 

- - Grflll .. IM! llffnn 

--~ ... ,. 
- --- ---

-- Oolh•'* --- - - -

- AMeftc:8tl • ..._.. ---- ---

-- Nathre BnMIIL TW'IIUI --- - -·-

26554· 

l 'rkfo 

·---s-·---·--·---
t-- -

t---

__ Stllrn.-r ITI'tenlalla 1- -

""'"''-' Poet•s• aDd llaadltnc··fcrr •• ehlrt q.oo 
-..for adclltlonal ehlrte--25t ••oil '-

'L'OTAL• t,_ 

-----------------------

have only slJ.&ht, temporary ef
fects on forest resource& 

-'lbet.r;e was not a sipifi
cant aaount of public interest 
or controvers l' 

(] 

[] 

[] 

[) 

FRIDAY, 6-11 p.m. 
Rame{s) ana age{s) 

SATORDAY, 6-11 p.m. 

SUNDAY, 9-noon 

SUNDAY, l-end of meeting 

--Baaed on the experien~e 
with the ::·Glady ··Gas field (on 
Monongahela National Forest 
lands neat~ Beverly), the geology 
of the area Cabot wilt drill, 
and gas well de'lelop11ent to 
date, there is confidence that 
future de,velopment, including 
distribution systems can occur, 
if needed, in such a way that 
resources are protected and For
e8t Service facilities are 
enhanced. 

Parent(&) Name ------------------------------------------------
Address --------

Phone II -------------------· -There is no lrreY'erliible 
commitment or irretrievable loss 
of National forest r e sources, 
nor is there any significant 
~dverse environmental impac~ 

If plans change and cancellation is necessary, r11 let you 
know Lmmediately. 

• 

Parent(s) Signature 
The Forest Service is now 

in the process of preparing a 
''Master Agreemertt" f.or tlte Cl)r-

• poration, which wi 11 cover ide•t
tical items for the wells, with 
supplementary docum"!nts for each 
well requiring any site specific 
mitigation measures to protect 
other resources. 

Form must be received by SEPTEMBER 15th to insure arrangements. 

Mail to: WVHC, 
P.o • . Box 506, 
Fairmont, WV 26554 

I w.wr TO KELP wim auLD CARE Forest · offic ials say, "In 
no way does the :n~~ter 3greement 
approve any subsequent action by 
Cabc)t that we haY'en't evaluated 
-- this plan covers only the 
nine wells -- if Cabot wants to 
drill more, a new ~reement will 
have t o be written. 1 

[J On a voluntary basis (with at l east one o the r person also 
on duty at all times) 

[] For an hourly fee ($2-3) and/or mileage to site. 

The decision to write th~ 
'taster Agree1ner1t ls snbject to 
.d:'\ '.•l. lst rative r eview (appeal) 
purs1..1ant to 36 ;~~ 'H l .l9. Any
•">ne who f.ee ls they have been 
a ffected by the decision can 
send an appeal notice in writing 
within 4·5 days of August 12, 
1982, to Michael' B. Hathaway, 
Deputy Forest Supe('Vi.~or, J. 0. 
Box 1548, Elkins, WV 26241. 

[] I wtll take a group of 3-5 children, ages 6 and above on 
~n hours hike/field trip at the following time (specify day and 
hour): 

[] In the following manne r 
--------------~---------------

Attach sepArate e~lanation if necessary. . 
....... .... ... , ... ... .... .. .... ........ .. .. ,. , .. ................. . 

Name 
--------------------~----------·------~-----------------

Address 

Join 
THEW. VA. HI~LANDS CON~ERV ANCY 

Description of membership cateqories. 
Individual membership: 

Phone 

Reqular-$10 from the rank and file who can give lime ~nd 
interest to the coDHrvancy. 
Aaociate-$20 from those who can afford a small extra qift 
in adcblion to their interest in West Virqinia's outdoors. 
Sustaininq- $50 from those able 4}1d willinq to qive larger 
amounts necesary to underwrite our programs. 
Senior- $8 from conaervationiata over 65 years of aqe. 

Orqanizational membenhip: 
Reqular-$20 from • small orqanizatlon anxioua to help the 
Conservancy score coDMrvatlon q&ins in the Mountain 
State. 
AIIOCiate-$30 from a larqer orqaaizatiop whoee member
ship approves the effort. of the Conaervancy. 
Sustaininq- $60 from a larqe utional orqaniution which 
appreciates the importance of a hiqhlands area to the peo· 
ple of the eastern seaboard. 

----------- ..,...---- ---,..--------- ----

---------------------------------------------------·----• ••••••••• •• • •••• •• ••• •••••••••••• ••• • • •• • ••• • • ' • • 1 • • •• •••••• • .. 

.. . 
0 New 0 Renewal 

Name : .. . . ..... . ...... . . . ..... .. . . ... . .. ... .... ... .... . 
Address . . ....... . .. .. ...... . ........... .. ... . .. . .. . . . . . 
City ....... . .. . .. . State . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Zip .. . . ..... ... . . 
Organization you represent(if any) .. . .. ..... .. . ..... .. ... .. . 

Membership category (see descriptions opposite) 
Individual Organizational 
0 $10 Regular 0 $20 Reqular 
0 $20 Associate 0 $30 Associate 
0 $50 Sustaining 0 $60 Sustaining 
0 $ 8 Senior 

Brief statement of present position, interest, or activities in con· 
servation activities (optional} .. . .. . .... ..... . .... . .. . . . . . . . 

••• • •• • • • •• • ••• • • • •• • • ••• • ••• 0 • •• ••• •• • • •••• 0 ••• • 0 . 0 •••• 

Make checks payable to The West Virqinia Highlands Conservancy. 
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Pap Eight . .. . · .. The·Bi~JtlaDda Voice . . . 
. ·,' . . . . . . . . . 

WASHINGTON 
. . ~ . . .. 

''Disaster '' 
' . 

INDUSTRY OFFICIALS ENCOURAGED, BUT ENVIRONMENT MAY SUFFER 

Recent neva reports that "locally significant." Recta.atioo Act. haft a property interest affec-
cual industry officials are "en- Purbaugh points out 270,000 The following outline of ted- by 111n1na. Further, OSM pro-
courqecl" by the Office of Sur- acres of privately held ainerals concerns is excerpted from poses to ueapt ovoera froa this 
face Mining's (OSM) proposed (mostly coal) in the MOilDIIphela coaaents submitted to OSM on designation if the owner can 
changes in its regulatiOilS does National Forest • .,.he current behalf of the Mountain Stream demonstrate that there is no 
not surprise members af the surface uses of much · of' this Monitors Project. MSM relied "reasonable" UM of ·the property 
Highlands Conservancy. acreage aost certainly can be upon and eadorsed the coa-.nts other than ainiq. 

In keeping with other regu- classified as containing 'unique on the full range of the 'the third point of MSM in-
latory revisions devised tmder or highly valuable resources proposed revisions by the eludes two 11atters affectiDI the 
Interior Secretary James Watt's such as rare wildlife or unusual Envir0111ental Policy Institute. review of peralte. The proposal 
direction, these proposed OSM scenic views." Included are the The proposed rule changes to allow coapaniea to uk.e chan-
rule changes represent what Con- Otter Creek Wilderness Area; the would weaken requirements de- ges in ~t applications after 
servancy member Rick Webb calls Cranberry Bacltcountry and ~rel siped to isolate coal proces- the public coaaent period has 
"a calculated attempt to over- Fork Wilderuess Study Area; Gau- sing wastes (Job) froa surface begun would rub ·effectift pUb-
ride our basic environmental dineer, Falls of Hills Creek; water runoff; a step that is lie review very difficult. The 
policy and disregard long-term Fisher Spring Run, Blister necessary to awid re.iclual acid propoeal to limt public aeceas 
values in favor of short-term Swaap; a blaclt bear sanctuary in drainage; Three chanaes cited to coal seaa data would i..,Ur 
ecaooaic interests." the Cranberry area; the entire include a reduction of the re- study of acid-foraJ.na potentW 

Accordf.Da to John Purbaugh, range of the Cheat Mountain sal- quired size of periaeter diftr- aDd potential for subeidenc:e and 
Mining Coaalttee Chairperson for amander; Suaai t Lake and the sicm ditches (while leaviaa un- · hydrologic cUeruptloo. 
the Conserva.ncy, .,.he proposed Fernow Experimental Forest. answered q'l.eationa about lq- The final area MDtioaed in 
revisions to OSMS's permanent .. All of the above exaaples, term upkeep); waiver of tbe re- the MSM reply .f.a the pftP.Oaal to . 
program regulations are, quite Purbaugh explains, "can be ob- quireMDt <of coapactioo to 90% eli111Date the. requii'e-.t~a-- · for 
frankly, a disaster from the served from in-office examina- of dry detaity; aDd reducti• of 1101dtoria8 aud . protec:tiq •118r-
perapective of conserving the tiona of a forest aap,. the cui- the required·.coverina of .t~ aob · &iaal:" aquifere. The reply char-
unique 8Dd valuable ~ace ar- rent for~t plan, aDd a general- froaa four 'feet of nocr-tdd:c aa- sea that "OSM has !pored the 
eaa within the Monoogabel.a Na- !zed C0$1 seam 11ap of West Vir- ter:lal tp ' au.ff.icient .. cover fo~ critical cootributiotl that 'aar-
tional Forest which lay atop ginia. OSM failed to conduct · rewaitatioo which c;an be 12• or ilnal' .aquifers aake to the 
privately ovaed coal resenes." . "even this superficW analysis" less (see Gob forest in the Alia- .quallty aad quanity of the water 

Purbaugh stated the wfnfq of ~e pouible iapact.. uat Voice). . ... . . .· in oar atreau. At low flov, ad 
cOiblitt•'• cODCems· in 'cGIUient~ · UDder the proposed OSM rule A •ecald ._._ .eatloaed 'by in perioda ot exteaded drouabt,. 
to OSM reprd.ioa ~ ·i~ . · chani••• · a subatantial HSM i8. the pr~ed· 'lW-.tiaD . the- ~1 but steMy flow froa 
of tba apncy'a clraf~ ·us. ·aaal.r . . rel«MtiCJD vUl occur iD alwoet of tbe . riaht~. to :pet·it~oa ~qr . . -'-..-pul' .aquifers .UJ be the · 
sis of the poaible i~t:a. ~/ -: ev,zj.· .aspee~ of the· Federal ~ipatiao . o(-'·1..,_ . ~tt6Je : . oaly water aYailable to the 
fropo.ed rev1•1008 ~·~ ~ · · .. S~r.-,ac:e Minina Control and for ·~atna ~ d;J:i•e ~:··: stn.ii.· _ 
tbe Janda •u.dtable f.or. *in- . · : . . · ~ ..... -. · · ··· ._' · i • ) t1 . . _.. . ·u-.. ,. . (, . ·. .. . 
aa re&~• a --. . .· . .. . . .· . . .: ·.""S.trntGTON . . . . · . . ·. . . ~ .. ~: : .. ~ . ; · . · 

-Ilia co•••ats .~ffi~"' .... · . · , .. . . · . . · .. ,· .. ·, -' · · , ·. -. -'. ·. · -- . 
adclreesed the propa•ea ·~··· . -: T.:. :· ;,;,.. . ' M k A n· 'I . . . , . . .. . ... : . . . ,: .. . 
ina of the clefiDitta. .of "talid .... ~ JAt ·s . a e . . ea: .... : .. ~ . . . ·:· .. ·'. :: ·~ :-.. .. : ·:. : 
ai.atlaa rtpu• (Wa) to allav . . . . . 
aintua on laad otherviae ··~t-
able for 11inf.n&. · 

Under oae o~ the p~la,. 
it would no loaaer be Det!•eary 
for a coal ~ to apply for 
peralta prior to enactaent ~f 
the federal law in order to aeet 
the VII. criteria. 

Purbaugh cqotenda that "the 
single •oat iaportant point to 
be aade reprdiD& the !IS analy
sis of proposed revf.aioas expan
ding the definition of VEl is . 
that it utterly fails to exa•ine 
the potential iapacte on wilder
ness, study, special use and 
recreation areas in the national 
forest to be effectect.•• 

Without this kind of in
depth study, he argues, the 
F!IS's conclusions are unsupport
able and not in accord with the 
required guideline for EIS anal-
ysis. 

The EIS takes a faulty an
alytical approach to the signif
icance of lands affected by the 
proposed revisions, failing to 
consider the effects that will 
occur on lands described as con
taining "unique or highly valu
able resources such as rare 
wildlife or unusual scenic 
views." 

The EIS does not establish 
through a proper analysis that 
the environmental impacts of the 
pr oposed OSM regs can be ca ta
gorized as only "speculative" or 

·W~ -VA· ·SITES INCLUDED 'IN BIG FEDERAL lAND SALE . 

TiM upz.ine calls it the 
'Land Sale of the Century, '-in 
their Auaust 23 edition. Offi
cials at the Aray Corps· of Engi
neers (OlE) ad. the Departaent 
of Natural Resource• call· it 
Executive Order 12348 -- but 
whatever the naae the result is 
the saae - sa.e 60,000 acres of 
federal lauds deteraioed excess 
by the Property leview Board of 
the Reagan administration is 
proposed to be sold next year. 

This includes 85 acres of 
West Virginia land around the 
Ohio River and 33 acres at the 
river's Belleville Locks, accor
ding to Conrad Ripley, a public 
affairs employee of the Hunting
ton office of the Army Corps .of 
Engineers, which manages 34 fed
eral projects in West Virginia 
and four surrounding states. 

The price for these proper
ties has not yet been determined 
by the Property Review Board, 
which gave the Army Corp of En
gineers 30 days to list all of 
the.ir projects in an 11 category 
review sheet. 

·-x could tell you the price 
we valued the property at," said 
Ripley, "but it would be mislea
ding because there wasn' t much 
time given to the f ield offices 
to accumulate the date required 

. . 
by the B.eeaao · adainiatration's 
Property leviev Joard· (PU). 
~ price. the Cot)e gave 

to the PRJ were DOt appratuls, 
but Mti .. tee of people tryt.na · 
to uke a deadlfne - the values 
the Corp. gave were their best 
eatiaatee - they were not dev
eloped accordina to estiaate ap
praisal procedures,· said Jim 
Cayce, an attorney for the Dir
ectorate of leal Estate in the 
Chief of Engineers Office of the 
Army COE in Washington, D.C. 

"The PRB did not give any 
procedure as to how the figures 
were to be arrived at," said 
Cayce, who added, "the review of 
the COE lands is a yearly func
tion, but that isn't to say the 
admi'nistration couldn't ask for 
another review tomorrow - it's 
really up to them." 

When asked if some 38,000 
acres surrounding West Virginia 
Beech Fork, East Lynn and Burn
sville reservoirs, which are 
presently classified as "Corps 
Operated, Fish and Wildlife, " 
could be considered excess or 
unneeded Cayce replied that 
though those properties had to 
be listed by the ~E, they were 
not considered for sale at this 
time. 

When as~ed if .a sale of 

I . .. 
. ' 

laacls ter.ed excess by the PIB 
could be stopped by the state 
takina over the aanaaeaent ~f 
such laode by .• .,. of a ao-c:ost 
lease qreeMDt between the Corp 
and a state aaency such as the 
IRl which hu aiailar Uceaae
leue agreeaents on aiailar 
laods, Cayce replied, ,t is the 
adainistratiao's policy to dia
pose of unneeded lands -- ve 
wouldn't go out and leaae lands 
for no purpose, just as a sub
trefuge to keep the 1aDda on our 
account." 

"But if the state had a 
requirement for lands in accor
dance with Congressionally auth
orized COB project purposes, it 
is conceivable that we would 
enter into a leasing agreement 
for lands that weren't cODSid
ered excess," said Cayce who 
contends along with other COE 
officials that they know nothing 
of plans to sell or dispose of 
properties around East Lynn, 
Beech Fork and Burnsville lake 
reservoirs. The COB says those 
properties were listed in the 
7th, 8th and 9th categories; and 
only properties in the 11th cat
egory fit the PRB's definition 
of excess or UDDeeded. 

But a series of late March 
(Please turn t o page•6) 
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