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ROCK GAVE 

Prinlacy Ahead 
Envir.onmentalist Cindy Rank .has doubts about the wisdom 

of the ·state's assumption of federal controls over water pollution; 

·- EDITOR•& NOTE: hblk eomaeatl company diacbargers to apply for and 
011 tile prop11ed state takeover ol &be receive permits on both federal and 
federal penaJUiag ·syJtem fw water state levels. Needless to say, most in­
pollutloa eGDtrol are belq aeeep&ed dustry and many agency penonnel 

alike see this as a duplication of effort Attempts are being made to ease ing pemdt program. 
and a waste of time and mooey, as this burden and to streamline the per- 'lbe list of ~ations requiring 
well as a burden in the norma) course mit process. 'nle Clean Water Act NPDES permits is lengthy - some 
of events. allows for individual states to ad- 4,000 iDdividual facilities in West 

UDW April Z, two weeb beyaad a 10 
a.m. bearbag oa tbe propo1al aow set 
for Mardi 18 ID Ute eaafereaee room 
of alae water rt!IGIIIUI dlvlltoa ol &be 
Depanmaat ol Natural Reloareel' 
bddtnc af 1•1 Greeabrler Street Ia 
CbarleiMD. 

Ciady Ruk II a fOIIJidbig- aad 
sWI-ac:Uve - member of "FrieDda of 
the UWe Kaaawha <FOLK)," a tiDy 
orgu.lutloa Ia Upshar Coaaty that 
bullied &be U.S. EnviroDmeatal Pro-
tec:Uoa Ageney IDto admJtUng it 
tbeuld have beeD a lot more elr­
auuped aiMMd allowbag &be HoUy 
Gnwe Coal Compuy to start opera­
doD~ near. ller bonae. · Slle rec:eady ............................... 

.oaly -~ ~ 0( Ule propoHO 
NPD~er Ia available f• 
......... ··~&lie follewial artJ. 
cle wblelt ll...,......llere witla aiMr 
edi&IDI· . 

~ 

· By CINDY RANK 

CHARLESTON 

Takeover 
(. 

Conservationists will scrutinize 
the state's policies and procedures 

for surface mine reclamation on March 4. 

"Severely deficient" policies and mine ~tory Pf08I'Uil on Feb. 13, 
proc:edurea for tbe state's takeDYer of HirsbaDaD sai~ wta an injUDCtion 
federal IUI'faee q~lntna lau wiD be probibltilla eafOKemeat ol tbe state's 
eyeballed lty . ......... , ... can-~=~t =:s ... defl-
MII'VBUOillaW ~ ao a}&oi'DC¥ toe.: cieDM•.wblcb abauld come to miad" 
=:'=··~y -~~ pe!4 That when tlie pair of Pitaeabarger 

&"..--.. •---~ · memoranda were read lllnbman 
day, at 1:30 p.m. in awieatcJD. baa aJio pofated out that be ~d.,_. told 
~ aet for a ~ meetmc that tbe new, atate-uaumed JJI:OII"8IIl 
=t~~~· Depart- would not be operating ·under 

" the -u.a- __ .,.-.:....,._to guidelines aet dDwD by the U. S. 
"' JNUW"- IIIIU ..--.-.,... Sec:Ntal')' of the JDteri beD be 

be followed by tbe Division of -.~.n ... ny approved the O:ta~' 
ReclamatiOD are severely deficient .,. ._...... . s pro-
wbeD loaked at in the """"t of the gram. Rather, interim regulations 

. ..... are to be used. 
Wbat does this meao? . Federal act and tbe Federal Repla- After peruaiDg the ptt--N.-
Aayoae wbo· ~ poll\IWlta tiODS;" Wrote Toby HJnbmaD, the lm· -•er 

Tbe state of West VlraiDia is about 
to uaume piiiD&ey for the Natioaal 
Pollutant .Diaebar1e ElimlDation 
Syatan <NPDES> pamit pi"'OI'8JD. 

into our aatioil"i-waters from c:tilcer- mediate put cbalrmaD of the Conser- memos, HinbmaD said be CCJDtacted 
Dible poilita m~at have a permit to do vaaey'a minin« committee aDd an at- DNR c:tirector David Call.,...n and 

Pubn
.lt-'?'-e...- _... • d- • .a.-1--' · Cbarlea urged that a meeting- the March 4 so. \; .....aw 92-500 auu..Jtl amen torney ,or.,..,....._.. m . tGn. meeting _ be set up between ''DNR 

meats <tbe Clean Water Act or CW A> Tbe policies and proc:edurea to officiala and enviromneotaUy coo 
spells out federal requirements for wbi~ be referred .were apelled out in eemed periODS ... in order to let a bet: 
such NPDES permits. In West a pall' of memoB' 1aued by reclama· ter idea o1 bow permitting will tate 
Vi.rignia, tbe state itself bas bad some tion diviaioll chief Jamea Pitaen- pJace" under tbe permaDeDt pro­
sort of permit system for industrial barger 011 Feb. 1 and apia GD Feb. 12 gram 
sources of pollution since 1953. - the day before tbe state's reaula· ~ interested in atteudina the' 

In recent years, therefore, it bas tiOIII were to swinl ·iDto effect. 1be meetiag abould 0011taet Hinbman at 
been aec:aary for individual and state assumed control, of the surface Appalred (344-9887) immediately. 

CHA{tLESTON, WASHINGTON AND AROUND THE STATE 

UJ~ Drnp of A Hat .. 
A new 'clean' Clean Air bill is offered to a House subcommittee 

as the state's Clean Air coordinator hawks his services. 

minister their own programs if they Virginia alone, including sewage 
can assure tbe administrator of the treatment, chemical and coal 
federal program (the U. S. En- preparation plants, new source sur­
vironmental Protection Agency or face mining operations and so on. 
EPA> tbat a state pl"OII'am bas been While other potentially polluting ac-
establisbed which fulfUla aU the re- tivities are not included in the NPDES 
quirementa put forth by the CWA and program, they are dealt with in dif­
EPA's NPDES prGII'am guidelines. ferent voluntary and regulatory pro-

Tbe state of West Virginia is now gram. Examples of tboBe would be the 
asking EPA for primacy in this "non-point" sources of potential pollu­
NPDES permit prG~ram. A detailed tion from timber operations, oil and 
propoaal bu been IIUbmitted to EPA gas drilling, agriculture, construction 
for approval. If, after the end of the projects and so on. '11\ey are the con­
comment period, EPA sees fit to ap- cern of tbe voluntary compliance pro­
prove the state plan, West Virginia gram known as the " 206" program 
will uaume tbe autborlty for iuuln& conducted by the diV\sion of water 
NPDES pennita. EPA will reeerve for reeourcea in conjunction with EPA 
.itllelf an cwenl&ht poaltioo much the and the CW A requirements . 
same as tbe fedilnl Olllee af S.face UDdll'lr'ouDd injec:tioo of iDdultrial 
MJnq (0611) a 11 rn• ...._.., wa•tea J• the 1ubject of· the 
....,..-liWty wbeo W•t Vlrllnia Uncler'liouucl IDjectioa Control Pro-
UIUDled primacy for the IUI'face ~- CPiease tum to page 6) 

CHARLESTON 

Chipmunk Check-Off . 
Funding for · the non-gam·e wildlife program 
is flowing in - but' has a long way to go. 
"I'd have to say tbillp are Jooking Morash, however, will not be work· 

good," reiaarked Jim Mcraah, tbe ina alone. He's UDder the direCtion of 
man at tbe belm of an apparenUy the Department of Natural 
burgenni"l noa-pme wlJdlife .,... Resources' wilcWie resources divi· 
gram that is growiJig daily. lion, and he indicated be also expects 

Tbat p,JWtb il expected to cootinue to tate some of his cues from a ten· 
tbrGugb the middle of April and member advisory paueJ that reads 
beyoad, but even by . the eDd of like a "Wbo'R Wbo" of state cooserva· 
February, tmaudited c:ontributioas to tioaista. 
tbe non-game wildlife program bit the '!bey are Salem College reptile ex­
P'l ,000 mark, well over a third of tbe pert Dr. Tom Pauley; bird specialist 
way toward the $100,000 goal for the Dr. George Hall of W. Va. University; 
fU'St year's operation. WVU mammalogist Dr. Ed Michael; 

Morash is beading up the state's Linda EIJdnton of the Audubon Socie­
firstattemptat numagtng its millions ty; Ivan Taylor of theW. Va. Cooser­
ofcrittersw}K)arenotsoughtouttobe vation Education Council at 
shot or booked or arrowed or gigged Charleston; Bill Heafy, a wildlife 
- things Uke owls and hawks and biologist with the U. S. Fish and 
snakes and turtles. In fact, Morash Wildlife Service in Morgantown ; 
has pointed out, fr1 per cent of all of George Trimble of the Izaak Walton 
the Mountain State's wildlife falls into League at Elkins; Sheldon Haynes, a 
the non-game category. Lewisburg attorney and former com· 

The u.s. House of Representatives' Virginia's . Clean Air coordinator press conference and launching. a Presuming the money' keeps flow- missioner of the DNR; Dan cantner, 
subcommittee on environment and Charlie Garlow refers to as the "Dirty petition drive in favor of the Waxman ing in wildly from the "chipmunk former chief of the wildlife resources 
health got first crack at a Clean Air Air" bill. bill. check-off" on the state's tax returns, division of the DNR now director of 
bill being proposed by a California Garlow described the Waxman ef· While tbe . announcement of the Morash expects his first task will be to Ducks Unlimited at Belle; and Leo 
Democrat- and Congressman Cleve fort as a "good" Clean Air bill Waxman btll was good ne'Ys, inventory the state to determine the Kopelman, the member of the House 
Benedict is a member of that commit· because it would umaintain most of G~rlow's r~ent three-day lobbymg · status and distribution of the wildlife of Delegates from Braxton County 
tee. the protections of the present law, trtp to Washington also brought back that's out there. who intrOduced the legislation which 

Benedict, alopg with Congressman while alsO adressing. the acid rain and some bad ~w~ as well. He said both What follows could be anything lett to the creation of the program in 
Robert MqllotJan, have both signed on toxic chemical air pollution problems Sens. Jenmn~;S Randolph and ~bert from traditional "extension" work the first piace. 
with the opposition to the new bill, which have been ignored to this Byrd "have stgn~ on to a vers1on of like prcmding guidelines for property While the advisory council has not 
now dubbed the uwaxman Clean Air" point." Markup, Garlow said, began Con~ress~an Ntck Joe Rahall:s management to encourage wildlife to yet met, Morash says he hopes to get 
bill <H.R. 5555) to differentiate it from Monday, March 2 - just as the "A~1d Ram Stud~ Speed-Up" blll work with endangered species, the them together soon. "A lot of them 
the so-called "Luken-Dingell Clean VOICE was coming off the press. which would reqwre the currently construction of interpretive trails and don't even know each other," he said 
Air" bill (H.R. 5252) which West Garlow said.he would be conducting a (Please turn to page 6) even land purchasing. with a laugh. 
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DREAMS AND NIGHTMARES 
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need for more complete data before 
any final choice of alternative for the 
proposed modification can be 
selected.'' 

- .. The eeonomic benefits from 
peak power generation with the pro­
posed plan are questionable, since the 
power has not been marketed and 
may not be marketable in the manner The ARCC report ,.cpncludes with 
and at the price used for purpose of recommendations by its. assistant 

not &be letter. ol &be NaCIGDal:WUd aad 
Scenic Riven Act. an4 Is eoatrary to 
the latent ol Coagress, ~~led In 
that Ad. UDUI 111dl tiJt.e_!ll _ ltady 
of &be Gauley for lDduloa &be Na­
tionll Syttem Is eompW.. .ud Con­
gress hu bid time tO' aet .. upoa &be 
reeommendatloas of &be study. 
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computing the costs and benefits. director, Pat Munoz: 
"The study states that the 

Allegheny Power System CAPS) is the "The above discuislon points out a 
most logical customer for the power. number of deficiencies· and problems 
However, ... it may be possible that with the draft study on the Corps' pro­
APS is not interested in purchasing posed modifJcatlons of the Sum­
peak power, due to the recent pur- mersville Lake Project and with its 
chase of pump storage capacity (850 choice of the long tunnel .. E" alter· 
MW> at Bath County due to come on native. Naturally, befOre proceeding 
line in 1985 . . . further with thll project, ARCC feels 

" .. . APS may not be willing to pay a that tbe Corps' should reconsider Jts 
price higher than its cost of producing study, correct the deficiencies and 
or purchasing base load power. If this review Its findings in the light of addi­
is true, the resulting benefit to cost tional information. 
ratio wiJJ be approximately 1.0 when "However, the most important 
using the federal requiments of finan- recommendation that ARCC wishes to 
cial feasibiJity (compared to 1.54 with make is that the Corps desist, at pre­
the draft study benefits). sent, from pursubtg thJs project, 

which as we stated at the beginning of 
- "Calculations of oil displaced our letter, is a violation of tbe spirit, if 

are based on questionable assump­
tions (, and) ... (the) Corps' analysis 
of the effects of the long tunnel pro­
posal on white-water recreation is in­
adequate and misleading <because of J 

"The Gauley river Is a ualque aad 
precious natural resoaree· of, aatioaal 
significance. It bas oa&Randiagly 
remarkable values partleelatly In the 
recreational area. ARCC feels that 
any plan for future management of 
the Gauley should maximise the 
recreational and aeslbetla values of 
tbt river and that· tiM• ..._ way to 
achieve this goal Js dlrouglr .desJgaa. 
tlon and management of the riv~r as a 
component of the -Natlonai ·Wlld and 
Scenic River System. We are not op- . 
posed to power generatioa on the 
Gauley per se, but feel tllat such a use 
must be clearly subordla•~ to the 
preservation and enbancemea& of &he 
river as a national recreational 
resource.,. 

a mis-definition) of adequate flows .. . 
the matter of weekend releases .. . 

. .. ., 
,.., r~· ~ 

I . J I 

: ln'ACI 11.1 J.IWI. ... ,1-IE f (and the issue of) flow travel time and 
the timing of releases ((rom the dam ; 
... the) dependability and predictabili­
ty of power generation release . . . (, 
and the inability to establish 
guarantees) for whitewater recrea­
tion .... 

- "The effects of the long tunnel 
upon lake fisbing have not been suffi­
ciently studied. . .. 

r 1 
I .. I 
• .. I 

f New f4.ddress: --------~ : 
I •I I 
I I 
I I 
I t 
I " I I 

-Bardwell Montgomery; 512 Kanawha Blvd. W.; Charleston, WV 25302 
(344-1997) 
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MINING Committee: Jobn Purbaugh; Kenna, WV 

- " A multi-level outlet structure 
for the loag tunnel alternative would 
not provide as good a temperature 

. regulati011 for downstream fishing as 
it would for a short twmel alternative. 

I n·· I 
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- "'lbe impact of the project on 
several potential endangered species 
has not been adequately determined. 

- <And further) study of wildlife 
and project impacts upon wildlife 
within the gorge is necessary ... 

~~The Corps' own admission of the 
lack of data on wildlife and wildlife 
impacts of the project underlines the 

"The Highlands VOICE" USSN 
0161-9896) is published monthly by the 
W. Va. Highlands Conservancy, P.O. 
Box, Fairmont, WV 26554. Distribu­
tion is to ConServancy members. 
Main editorial offices are located at 
No. 7 Kerens Hill, Elkins, -WV 26241. A 
re-entry permit to mail at second­
class postage rates is pending at 
Elkins, WV. Main entry is at Fair- . 
mont, WV. POSTMASTERS should 
address Forms 3579 to P .O. Box 506, 
Fairmont, WV 26554. 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY -·· 
· Aiclent Seeds · · 
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Page Three 

An·;?~t~tant state agricultur_e ~n"tmissioner scours the highlands to find the world's oldest known seeds. 

Wbat..!~:=~ledasthe :=-was~bytbegeologicaJ states eaat m tbe Mfllillippi Ctbe museumi.'lbiafsoottobeselfisb but However when the work is com-
'·'plant ,fau1J. find" o1 1981 could stra= =· ~~~~~t! other is Pelmlylvaula) witb a com- is done because the plants contained plete, Gullsple indicated that he 
become tbe:IDCIIt important fiDd of tbe and ..::: .-... ' .,-.~ plete, unchanged geolCJiic aection in these sites are 80 fragile 80 would personally donate a specimen 
decade, · acc:ordiDi to an assistant da~~ ~ be accurately dating from 570 million to 280 million tremendcM.wly important to sci~ce, of tbe earliest ieed, suitably encased 
state commissioner of agriculture from · OhiR 'u=~ ~nd = Y::S_:Id, a period tbat covers seven and 80 small that it is entirely possible in plastic, for display someplace in 
wbo bas· uncovered tbe oldestfOIBillz· Shic:tler ! ·• ViriUiia P.olytec.bnic I _ ~c epoc ... The oldest laDd plant tba~ anyone otber than a bigbly- ~andolph County, perhaps the 
ed seed .ever fOUDd anywhere iD the Institute ~ with CODfirming 8nd oldperbaprl as old as ao milUon years tra1ned professional might in- library. Specimens will also be 
worl~. -r ...a heJfOUDd it in RaDdoJpb, publisbiDI the lipdi... . 1962- ~~ :::r ~~ m advertently destroy materials that ex- ~ted to the Smithsonian. Institu­
Courity last year. 1 • , 

1 
, , 

1 
'''Wbal 

11
m ~·SCh UDiciUe about ud;. Gnu' . , ...:OV , tbe ~ un ist nowhere else 8Dd are perhaps the ti~n for permanent safekeepmg and 

Unearthed in rocks datiul as far discovery is tbat riot oaly are tbele the S: Jd been eryiocated in P!~~~ only specimen of sometbl!JitJ , ' ~.', • ~ 
bact as seo million years . ago, tbe oldest seec1s fOUDd m tbe wor~.c~, but tbeastern PenuaylvanJa. - CHERRY GROVE . 
=~:'a =f!r:~ r!:t~~ that many of~ seeds aDd plants are "My search for tbe oldest seeds ac- y . d s h 
before birds, .._.ore ma---•-, eva .. pethertrified," GWiapie ~pbasized. "In tually began iD RaDdolpb, Tucker, ........ ~ an uc 

ua, u&WtUO -. o words, each and every cell is Pendleton and MiDeraJ counties " UJ. ~ 
before reptiles roamed the earth. preserved 80 tbat we can do tbe entire Gillispie noted "In fact rather ni~ A c t ' ' • h 1 ' 

Tbe age of tbe seeds has been plaC• evolutiopary picture of tbe plant. II fossil plants have beeDI found near en er ror appropraate tee no ogy 
ed at 355~ 359 million yean old, three Tbe petrification Vall H d aiJ • h to five million years older than the hen_; ___ , .. in proceu occun ey ea • D ey, Beverly, Miqo, sprouts In t e highlands w U&IUA... water solidify in the Parsons and otber pJaees but not • 
old~t previously reported seeds cells of immersed plants, lilling the seeds. Then, tn 1978, a tocali'ty' tn Ran- CHERRY 
which bad been discovered in nor- inside of eacb cell ~ til& dolpb GROVE-The day-to-day Jiving." 
theastern Pennsylvama' around 1968. ....,..,.."ed Na·•· · tbeor reason, County was discovered that Technology Center for Mountain Peo- The staff at Woodlands Institute 

.-w.u• ,__are rarest and seemed more promisina 1 has ed f )] inllll • • • J beca Randolph County's fossil discovery most important louil types · to be " In 1979 better ._rial. P e open o OWu-e rece1pt of a ongmal y . me involved in ap-
was made b Willia. Gillis i disc ered be ,, . . . • mate w.as found $95,000 grant from the Claude Wor- propriate technology because of the1·r 

Y m P e an ov . ' explained. Scaentists and, m 1980, over 100 specunens of tbing•-n Benedum Foundation of Pitt-
asslS. tant commiSS· 1• f gricul't 1 t w location on Spruce Knob at an eleva-

oner 0 a ure can gam a ~ more lmowlqe !rom ~eed·be,aring structures called sburgb. This center is a part of tion of over 4000 feet above sea level. 
for West ViJlP.ni&, a professor of 

1
petrified f'!5'ils tban they would if o~; cupules were collected from dif- Woodlands Institute, a non-profit High winds and temperatures as low 

geology at W. Va. Univmity, a Y ~outside ~~tm were ~erved, ferent places in Randolph County. educational facility located on Spruce as minus 40 degrees Fahrenheit 
;~~~~~!:~a~~ta~t ~illis~ie said. Since we will be able And, at least up unW now, these Knob West Virginia's highest moun- presented difficult building design 

.; stu Y carefully the fossils' internal specimens are tbe oldest and most tain. ' problem§, In addition, commercial 
on plant fossils to the federal govern· anatomy, w~ ~ ~ assured of many primitive seeds to be found. In fact, it Originally started as an educational electrici{y was prohibitively expen-
m~~espie discovered the fossils fn ;aluab!~ SCl~E~lc papers for the is. extremely poui~ that older ones and resow:ce center using the out-of- sive to install at the remote location. 

uture. will never be found. 'doors as a classroom Woodlands In- "We operate on a tight budget,'' 
the eastern part of Randolph Cowlty, ScieJ!tific ~ abstracts and Gillispie is a native of Webster stitute is now involved in a variety of said Ms. Taylor-Ide, "and that was 
but said he would not reveal the exact magazme articles are already being County. As an aasistant commissioner educational and social service pro- especially true when the school was 
location of the find until all excavation published on GillisRie's discovery. of agriculture, his official office is at grams. new. Consequently, we had to develop 
of the sites ia....complete. All together, The originalscien~c paper announc- ttae state capitol in Cbarlestoo. He According to Jennifer Taylor-Ide, innovative and low-cost approaches to 
fossils of 20 different plant types - ing the find was.in the October, 1981 spends a great deal of time in Ran- Woodland's a~inistrative director. building construction." One of the 
some of which are seed plants - bave issue of "Nature" magazine whidl dolph Cqunty and nearby areas not on- the Technology Center for Mountain early building solutions at Woodlands 
been u.uear&hed .-,-u.e eJ&eo. toatured phooteJraphe. ot GlWaplo'e I~ looldatJ for foealla but also vialttng People is a research and information was the use of yurts, round wooden 

'the plants were alive 360 million fossils OD its cov,r. Smce then, ar- bis Webster County farm near Valley exchange service which will expand structures adapted from a Mongolian 
years ago in what geologists call tbe ticles have appeared in two ~ of Had. At the Mountain State Forest work in appropriate technology that design which makes very efficient use 
Devonian uc. in geologic time, "D~scoyer" "and se~e.~al ..other , Fe&tival each year, It is GiWsple's was started eight years ago when the of materia.Js. WoodJands has become 
Gillespie explained. '111at age extend- penodicials. Discover s January soft, southem voice wbich emcees tbe institute was founded. known for having the largest coUec-
ed from 410 m1Dion years ago to 355 issue, in-s~atizing ~e year in traditional, Saturday morning co~- Michael Meador, co-director of the tion of yurts in the United States. 
million years ago, a time wben plants science, hailed Gillispie s ~v!ry tests ;tuch as wood~hopping. Gillispte new center, explained that ap- Currently, the prim.ary focus of the 
began their extensive colonization of as the most'~{lt plant fossil find also lS managing the state farm at propriate or "soft" technology is the center is to lind and develop housing 
the world &Jld the first amphibians, in- of,~ year. • . . . H~tonsvile. . na~e given to a particular way of designs which are energy efficient, at­
sects and spiders were the dominant I bav~ no doubt that tt lS the fossil Although be OCC&Slonally bas beJp solvmg everyday shelter, food and tractive and inexpensive. "Our intent 
life on EUl~: .. rM plants pre-dated find of f981 and probably the fossil from geologists . and graduate transportation problems. "This ap- is to provide people with access to in­
man's appearance by literally ~un- find· of the ~de," Gillespie said. students, Gillispie prefers to work proach encourages conservation of formation , designs , tools and 
dreds of millions o1 years. During ear- Cond~ted under tl\e auspices of the alone in his excavations, even doing resources through the use of tools, materials which· will enable them to 
ly and middle Devonian times, Ran- U. S. Geological Survey, Gillispie's most of the photography himself. materials and building techniques make choices and meet tbeir'shelter 
dolph County was under sea water search for the earliest and most Gillispie is .very secretive about the that are simpJe, practical and needs," said Jim Underwood, also a 
which deposited deltas of red sand- primitive seed brought him to ftan. location of tbe fossil sites. "It's best economical. Many times the best solu- co-director of the center. "To comple­
stone and shale during the late Devo- dolph County because, in his words, not to mention tbe exact place until all tion to a problem is also the most sim· ment this focus on housing, we are 
nian time. "there ii ®.~ ~ce in the world of tbe scientific materials that will pie solution," said Meador. "Our working on the related problems of 

It was in .the. late Devonian deltaic which has .. ilpper· Dev.fllian Age contribute to our store of mowledge center was established to help people small-scale agriculture, water supp-
deploits ttiat Gillespite made his material than m..:Randolpb oounty." about early plants have been ex- find the best solution for a variety of Jy, energy needs, access to land and 
discovery. Proof of tbe age of the West Virginia ' is one of only two cavated, studied and placed in technical problems they encoutner in financin~." 

..... 

JOHN' HOPKINS AND THE SLOPES OF CHEAT 

Mountainside Speciation 
.New permutations in traditional Darwinism would .debunk 
the biological import~nce of the Cheat Mountain salamander- but not its value. 

' ' 

". .. when environmentalists claim 
that every species, however in­
conspicuous, plays a crucial role in 
the balance of nature ... " - then 
evolutionary theorist and John 
Hopkins University paleobioligst 
Steven Stanley says he "grudgingly" 
harbors disagreement. 

The view emerges as one of many 
that are popping up in respectable 
circles as a resuJt of the current fer ­
ment in evolutionary biology. 

"Neither Stanley nor any of his col­
leagues doubts the fact of evolution," 
writes James Gorman, a reviewer of 
Stanley's new book, The EvoJutionary 
Timetable-:-'f-Ae~eview was published 
in the January. 1982 edition of 
Discover, a newsmagazine of science 

published by nme, Inc. that there is no · real ecological 
Tbe current,ferment and criticism balance of nature.' 

of Darwinism bears "oo relationship . "Stanley's reasoning for the first 
to those of~ scientific creationists," claim is tbat in the punctuational 
WPites Gorman~ · ' model of evolution new species may 

"What u.ey-ar\iie about is how new develop rapidly and unpredictably, 
species appeat: Does a species and that not all change comes about 
change by infinitesimal increments, slowly by natural selection in adapta­
slowly , ,(a,<ling · in. to. ,~ transformed tion to th~ en,virOnment. As to the se­
descendant? Or Qq,small groups split cond claiin, Jti§ argument is, in part, 
from established species, forming that establisheC:l species do not evolve 
new ones within a short time - tha t is, well under er:tvironmental pressue; on 
10,000 years or so. the contrary, they may well become 

"Stanley argues for the latter, or ' extinct. And, he points out, for many 
·punctuational,' view of evolution ... of these species, nothing appears to 
'The punctuational view implies, take their place. 'The world has seen 
among other things, that evolution is rodents the size of hippos ; flightless, 
often ineffective at perfecting the predatory birds nearly as talJ as a 
adaptations of animals and plants, man; and camels, deer. wolves, and 

lions much larger than any alive to­
day. Tbe somewhat impoverished 
nature of modern faunas of land 
animals tells us that terrestrial 
habitats today are not brimful with 
life.' Ecosystems, then, are not pack­
ed to the limit with completely in­
terdependent species. Says Stanley, 'I 
must grudgingly confess to harboring 
disagreement when environmen­
talists claim that every species, 
however inconspicuous, plays a 
crucia l role in the balance of 
nature.' " 

Stanley's theories clearly challenge 
those who would argue for the preser­
vation of the Alleghenies' Cheat 
Mountain salamander as a vital link 
in the biological chain of life The 

species, apparently confined to only a 
little more tban two dozen secluded 
spots on the forest floor of the 
Monongahela National Forest, sur­
vives where a combination of 
.temperature, altitude and moisture 
have created apparent evolutionary 
niches for the slippery creature. (See 
the January, 1982 issue of the 
VOICE. ) 

If Stanley's' "punctuational'' model 
of evolution is a reflection of the real 
world, the salamander is more likely 
an expression of disjunct but similar 
environments rather than a link in 
any overall "balance of nature." 

The salamander's value may still 
be ranked high, however, s ince 
careful scrutiny of the populations 
might offer evidenre of the new 
theOJ') 's utility. 



Page Four 

SampUng Sudy Creek below a 
drilling area are a contingent of 
neighbors and friends Uvillg on tbe 
creek near the PrHt4n-Barbour coun­
ty line. Aided by Mountain Sb eam 

MomtGn, the group spent a chilly 
February day wading around ID the 
water to clileover that the stream II 
blgbly populated wtth a dlvenlty of 
benthic species. 

Tbe above seetioa is just below a 
clriiU.ag area aod is a typical, un­
polluted but uaeuftfve" stream. 1be 
pH or acidity ruges from 5.1 to 5.5 
while the CODductanee hoven around 
ZO, or normal for s.ueb a stream. 

Beat over aad lnteDUy atadytag Rodcl, three o1 muy who spent a where driiUDg activity has speeded up 
their flndlnga are (left to rtpt) 8u- Febraary day ga&llerta' data about fa recent months. 
sbfae \Vebb, H•gb Rogen aad Bill the eeadltloll ol the Sandy Creek 

Taking a conductance reading with and David Haggerty <center) and 
the aid of Mountain Stream Monitors Glenn Davis (between Webb and the 
coordinator Rick Webb <right> are Haggertys. 
(left foreground) Bill Rodd, Donna The local group hopes to gather suf-

fJcient data that should future drilling 
damage the stream, they will have 
enough "background" data to make a 
good case for themselves lu court . 

..... . .,. 
I 

The Highlc 

SANDY CREEK 

Getting the Goods 
Creekside residents band together in anticit 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Despite the defeat 
of the stroag venion of the so-called 
"landownen' bill" <see accompany­
Ing article), the problems of people 
living where drilling Is taking place 
continue unabated. The following artl· 
cle was written by two of them. It is 
reprinted here with minor editing. 

By DAVE AND DONNA HAGGERTY 
On Feb. 22, 1982, a group of local 

citizens from Barbour and Preston 
counties got together with Mountain 
Stream Monitors to gather data on 
Sandy Creek. Their concern was pro­
mpted by recent drilling for oil and 
gas in their area. 

A well was drilled for Berea Oil and 

CHARLESTON 

Gas Compnay by Eastern Overthrust 
Drilling Corporation in late December 
of 1981. Soon after drilling started, a 
large quantity of groundwater was en- 11 

countered. Their holding ponds were ;t 
not designed to handle the quantity 
encounter-ed, and the quality of con­
struction was less than adequate. The 
walls of the ponds collapsed, dumping 
tens of thousnads of gallons of drill 
slurry into Sandy Creek on three con­
secutive days. 

Until that time, Sandy Creek and its 
tributaries were among the purest 
streams in the Tygart watershed. , 
Many people in the area depend on the -·. 
creek to provide water for drinking A 
and recreation. Wildlife abounds, in-

What Happened 
A partisan view of the demise of a: good bi ll 

Quick parliamentary moves and 
heavy lobbying by the state's oil and 
gas industry were credited with the 
gutting of what would have been a 
good, solid " landowners' rights" bill 
which emerged from the State Senate 
\aat month. · 

Launched from committee in mid· 
February, it was dubbed "a good bill, 
but not everything we wanted" by lan­
downers - and a disaster by the in­
dustry. 

"This is going to kill the industry," 
remarked one driller operating in the 
state's highlands. "This is really a 
bad bill.' ' 

Even Tom Huzzey, the director of 
the state's oil and gas commission 
which keeps tabs on drilling ac­
tivities, was not really tickled about 
it. He estimated it would cost his 
department an extra half-a-million 
dollars a year to administer the provi­
sions of the bill adequately. 

Basically, the bill would have pro­
vided 15 days' notice to the affected 
landowner - as well as anybody 
within 500 feet of the well site. In addi­
tion, a legal advertisment would have 
to be published in the local 
newspaper. 

But the two critical factors were the 
provision for an informal bearing at 
the site with the driller, the landowner 
and an inspector. If no agreement 
could be reached within ten days, then 
the issues would be submitted to 
Huzzey as a non-binding arbitrator. 
His decision could subsequently be ap­
pealed into the state's circuit court. 

That, the industry asserted, would 
tack untenable - as well as 
unplanable - delays onto attempts to 
begin driJling. 

The second provision that was 
anathema to the industry was the 
matter of malting offers to pay for 
damages landowners incur as the 
result of drilling accidents. If the lan­
downer should reject the first offer, he 
could go to court or binding arbitra­
tion - at his discretion - and if the 
award were higher, then the driller 
would be liable for the court and other 
associated costs involved. 

''The effect would be to force the oil 
and gas people to make a legitimate 
first offer,'' said backers of the bill. In 

the end, they contended, it would real­
ly work to keep everybody out of 
court. 

Hogwash, replied the industry, 
believing that most landowners would 
go to court in an endless series of 
suits. ~c. ..... 

The bill emerged at!:inid-month! ... ,1

• 

passed its first rea~~ a Friday,· 
then was laid over alter the return 
from the weekend. Finally, after a 
dozen industry lobbyists had worked 
the Senate floor and more than 50 
amendments had been hatched, a 
series of slick parliamentary moves 
succeeded in returning the whole 
mess to the committee where it came 
from. 

Boone County Democrat Bobby 
Rogers opened the · parliamentary • · 
salvos with a motion to return the bilL .. 
to committee. That was fallowed withiuJ. 
a move to table by Democrat BobbJ n 
Nelson of Cabell CGunty and a third . 
motion by Mercer CouDty Democrat 
Odell Huffman to take an immediate~.a; 

vote on the motion to table. Tbe mov.e n r 

to table failed, and the subsequent~"· 
vote on whether to send it back too·. 
committee passed 2Al to 14. Then, in ., 1 
what observors called an attempt to ·, 
"nail the coffin shut," Greenbrier 
County Democrat Ralph Williams 
moved to reconsider the vote. 1 

A motion to reconsider can only be ' 
made once, and had a vote occurred , 
then, it would probably have sealed 
the bill's fate immediately, consign­
ing it back to committee. 

However , McDowell County 
Democrat Lacy Wright quickly in­
serted a motion to adjourn - a motion 
that takes precedence over 
everything. It passed, probably 
because of the Senate was thoroughly 
confused and wanted to have a closer 
look before closing off the last avenue. 

The final battle came on a Thursday 
when the motion to reconsider was in­
troduced again. By this time, 
everybody'd had their chance to 
survey the bill and the proposed 
amendments (if they were so inclin­
ed: some leading Senators, as it turn­
ed out, hadn't even read the original, 
60-page bill , let a lone the 
amendment). 

At this point, human fallibility 
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CHARLESTON 

Letter 
:ipption of~~a springtime onslaught by oil and gas drillers. A missive, dispatched to the head 

of the oil and gas commission, 

pleads for closer adherence to -
. eluding active beaver dams and good 

fishing. 'lbe citizens in the area were 
, determined that oil and gas drilling 

~. would not ruin the fragile balance of 
: ' the creek. 

A meeting was called at a local 
home for all the people in the area to 
attend, along With a representatives 
from the drilling company, theW. Va. 
Department of Natural Resources, 
and an oil and gas inspector from the 
Department of Mines .... When the 
meeting was concluded, the oil and 
gas representatives would not or 

• could not guarantee that it would not 
happen again. 

A group of neighbors got together 
and contacted Rick Webb and Moun-

iII is offered. .. 

entered the picture: Ohio County's 
Sen. Ben HOD4ker -be said he meant 
to vote in favor of recoaaideration -
pushed the WI'ODJ button by mistake. 
He ·got up and aaid so, publicly, a 
~ageous a~t ~ drew admiration 
even from the staunchest backers of 

,. the original bUll1b ... 
The tally came..up 17-to-17, a dead 

heat which sent UJe measure back to 
committee where it was ripped apart. 

The bill that finally emerged and 
was later passed (34-to-0) bore little 
relationship to the original proposal. 
It provides, basically, for a 15-day 
comment period - no right to object, 
just comment - for both the affected 
and the adjacent landowners <the 
500-foot provision is gone); the place-

,. ment of a legal advertisement in the 
local newspaper~ and the granting of 

L autliority to tl* Inspector to shut down 
an weration if it endangers a person 
or t fresh water supply. 

Totally gone are tbe informal hear­
u ing at the site and the right to appeal 
r an ~bitrated decisioo by Huzzey; as 
" well as the provision which oeteuaibly 

woald have encouraged more 
, reasonable offers of payment for 

'1 damages. 
"The bill is so weak now, the in­

dustry may not even fight it" in the 
House of Delegates, predicted one 
observor. In fact, some surface 
owners who helped to devise the 
original bill are expected to actively 
lobby against ib.•r 

Photos by Glenn Davis 

Rising into the late-winter sky is a 
drilling rig not far from Sandy Creek 
near the Preston-Barbour County 
line. The area has recently experienc­
ed a sharp increase in drllling activi­
ty, includJng one operation - not this 
one - which accidentally dumped 
thousands or gallons of underground 
water polluted with drUUng fiulds Into 
the stream for three straight days. 

ta1n Stream MOIJitors. They suggested 
that we compUe~ta so if another 
spill occurred, it could be used for 
comparison. 

The data gathering first consisted of 
using nets to gather tiny insect larvae 
in the water. The nets were brought 
back from the field, and everyone 
helped pick out the tiny life forms. 
The children were especially 
fascinated by the process. At the 
same time, another group gathered 
information on condqctivity, 
temperature, and pH (acidity). 
Samp14!& were also taken. Another site 
in the area wbich bad been recently 
drilled WU' visited, examiDed and 
monitored. The drill rig employees 

were cooperative, and at the present 
time, the retaining ponds are holding. 

Over dinner that evening, we all 
discussed the coming spring and the 
likelihood that many new wells would 
be drilled by many different com­
panies. We aU seemed to agree that it 
would be important to continue 
monitoring the creek's quality. 

MSM left a conductivity meter, a 
Cenitgrade thermometer, some silver 
nitrate solution and sample bottles for 
us to continue the job. 

Hopefully, we will not have to use 
the information we are gathering in 
court to protect Sandy Creek, but if 
another spill occurs, we will be 
prepared. 

and stricter enforcement of- ~he law. 

EDITOR'S NO~: 'lbe following let­
ter wa1 seat &p Tom Huzzey, the direc­
&or of th Welt VlrgiaJa 08 and Gas 
Conservation Comml11loa. It ls 
reprinted here with minor editing. 

Dear Mr. Huzzey: 

We need your help. Please listen to 
a few voices from people who live 
aloog Sandy Creek on the Pn!Bton­
Barbour County line: 

they encountered. 
But now thousands of gallons of 

mud, silt and drilling fluids are in a 
pondt&'perched above a tributary of 
Sandy Creek. Our initial tests on this 
pond's contents show a conductivity of 
973 - nearly 50 times that of the 
natural water of this stream. 

... how long wiJJ this pond hold? Un· 
til a heavy rain, then overflow? Or 
will the pond's contents gradually 
leach into the groundwater? Neither 
is acceptable. 

- "I leased my oil and gas, and I ... It looks as if dozens of oil and gas 
hope to make a Jot of money from it. wella inay be drilled in the upper San-
But I want it done right. This stream ely Creek watershed. . 
is precious." Your office and other state agenc1es 

- .. 'Ibis creek is one of the few must make certain that our state laws 
streams left in this country with fiah protecting streams are follow~. That 
in it. Our children swim in it. It means no dlacharge - no spllls, no 
shouldn't be harmed or polluted in overflows, no leaching, no uncontroll-
any way." eel nmoff from the drill site .. 

- "The driller says be hopes he. Our meeting with your IDI~~r 
won't splU into the creek. Hope isn't left us uneasy. He seemed too willmg 
good enough. The law says no to only hope that nothing would ~p­
diacbarge. H they can't do it right, pen with future wells. 1be DNR an­
they shouldn't be allowed to drill. " spector was firmer- but he can only 

write citations after a spill. 
These comments were made when Afterwards is too late. 

about 15 people wbo live along a five- The lilt, cbemicala and soaps, and 
mile section of Sanely Creek, east of highly acid and aalty deep ground 
Route 92, met in January ~tb an oil water must not get into this stream 
and gu well driller, ooe of your l.n- again. 
sepcton and a DNR water quality l.n- ... We need personal assurances 
spector from you and your office that: 

Moat ·of the people at the meeting - All drilling applications ~ this 
have lived along Sandy Creek aD their watershed will be carefully f!Vlewed 
lives. AJJ own property along the to ~ ~t adequate ~ng pro­
creek vision IS made in drill slte plans, 

They are worried. The fiJ'St well ponds and driJJing procedures for 
ever drilled on the creek was in mid- possible huge quantities of deep, 
December, 1981. It spilled tens of underground water. . . 
thousands of gallons of silty, thick, - All fluids from the well site wt.ll 
blood-red mud, underground water be tanked out soon after the well IS 
and drilling soaps and chemicals into done so they will not later spill or 
the creek on three days running. 'lbe leach out of the ponds. And that the 
water level rose dramaticaDy. fluids will·be disposed of in a legal and 

People called the DNR, your office safe manner.. . 
and the county sheriff's office. Some - Your IDipectors will see that 
kept their cattle 8Dd sheep away from ponds are solid, packed and lined if 
the stream imw the water cleared necessary, and do not leak or cnun­
eacb day - which took a number of ble. 
hours. - .water from frac-ing the wells 

DNR inspector Don Cathell campe will srmUarly be kept from the 
up to the well site in Colebank oo two stream. . . 
days and issued three citations for il- - All sites will be. ~!a1med as 
legal spills. He tnew the law permits soon as poaslble to mm1m1Ze runoff 
no discharge from a well site. We from bare earth and rock. . 
were proud of him and his stead- - Drillers and gas explorers wtll 
fastness. be told tha~ if they seno~ly c•>n· 

When several local people visited taminate this creek they w11l not be 
the site, the drill crew, instead of allow~ to drill .here again. After-the­
apologizing, was rude and denied any fact fmes are ~1mply not enough of a 
wrongdoing. But later, the head of the deterrent to dr1Jlers. . . 
drilling company admitted the spills. We know that the above 1s nothmg 

When we contacted your regional le~ . t~at w~at the laws of West 
inspector for Barbour County, he Vtrgmta reqwre. 
agreed to get the. driller to come ~o a 
community meeting. At the meetm~, 

the driller explained that they had hit 
a deep, underground wat~r seam. 
Their pits were completely mcapable 
of holding the water and drilling fluids 
and sediment that gushed out the hole. 

Now a second well in Colebank has 
just been completed, by anot~r dri~l­
ing company. Their pond was JUSt b1g 
enough for a lesser water flow that 

... we will continue to monitor Wc.t {>r 

quality and driJJ sites, and act 
vigorously if any problems OC(!Ur . 
People on this stream will never 
become resigned to further violations 
of the law, or of the stream - "ac­
cidental '' or .otherwise. 

Signed 
David and Donna Haggerty 

and Thomas and Judith Rodd 
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MOOREFIELD, Other Voices 

Hogwash 
A highland newspaper urges an end to the 'mush' about Corridor H 

. . ~ ...... . ... 
The Highlands ~9ice 

THE DROP OF A HAT . 
<Continued from page 1 > "Sen. Randolph would like io flncl a 

authorized ten-year study of acid rain 'balaDce' also, · · · but be bas the sense 
to be com.pleted in five yean- but it :'t!:/C::t~~ ~~~ .:: 
does ootbing about acid rain. inta' and liD' prove ai• -· .. uty ... 

"1ben too Randol~ indicated ma m - -.Uf¥& 
that he~ going to vote tor the Symms there are man~ other ~mpe~tory 
amendment which would double the values to be gained. This Act m .1978 
permissible carbon monoxide emis· alone has saved nearly 15,000 lives, 

~DITOR'S NOTE: The following mention the fact that it was the politi· federal government dumps a propos- sions from ~rs> e~en ,tl)ough be is a~cording to ~ ~c~ , on En-
·dttorlal Ia reprinted fropa the cians who kept the road from being ed highway and the state politicians fairly good on other issues.,. Garlow vtronmental Quality: . 
·1oorefleld Examiner newspaper 1n built in its early days. Nor did be tell us "never fear, we'll build it yet!" credit Randolph with helping "to In the meantime •. back m 
I rd C t remember that the people were pretty Come in out of the cold, boys, and . . tt t t Charleston, Garlow continues work· 
a y oun y. defeat prehmmary a ~mp .s ,o, . t f th W Va Cittze' ns Actt'on much in favor of the road in the begin- start all over again. The people don't weaken the CJean Air. protections mg ou o . e . . . . 
Earlier ... a news atory was publish- Ding. want this road. Tbe state doesn't bave from his seat on the Seli4lte's commit· Group offace m ~leston, urgmg 

'<i about tbe ~demise of Corridor H. To add insuJ t to in;:~ the tbe money, so quit trying to lead us tee. on environment and publtc worq. peo.ple to set up meetings f* hi~ and 
t'be Appa)ac:laia RecioDII C4Dmilo geoUeman also stated that :' • ~is down a garden path with promises Much the same m~4' comes tellibg them eamestlf'trJiir-~ n go 
.ioo is cuUilila. il8 JJI'OII'8JDS'aDd not a~ Corridor B. which can't be kept and aren't wanted from a different front, _the co.lservln- an~hete in the state "at the drOp of a 
>ecause Coriidor H doesn't eveo bave what in the world is West Virignia in the fll'St place. cy's acid rain committee chairman bat. . . . 
1 location selected, it was one of the going to do with the plans for Corridor So, Corridor H won't be built. Let's Don Gasper. Sen. Byrd, be said, "is A f~~1al r~rt shows $1,389. m 
1rojects to be dumped. H? Build it with promises? OUr state get back to work and do something now sponsoring a bill that would in· contributions to hiS efforts (including 
This in itself isn' t terribly highway fund is out of money. We about aU theotherroadproblemswe crease sulfur in the air and, subse- byfarthelargestl!'ant,$500,fromthe 

ascinating. H Reagan is serious can't even keep up repairs or employ- have. And don't give us any more quenUy, 'acid rain.' ... Because he bas Conservancy>: while expenses as of 
tbout cutting government expenses, it ment in the highway system because mush about what the state is going to so earnestly been seeking 8 'balance, • the last week 10 February totaled just 
nakes sense that be shut down a pro- money is so tight. And oow, the do when and if the feds give us more as with all seekers, his position may $51.73less than that. Of that ~1, $950 
ect which hasn't been finalized in money! not be final. bas ~his salary and almost $128 
nore than flfteen years. for mtleage. 
What we did find fascinating was all "We have produced and sold over 

be hogwash surrounding the deci- PRIMACY AHEAD 100 of our buttons," Garlow said in a 
;ion. <Continued from page 1) take any necessary enforcement ac· more quickly to accidents that might brief outline of his activities ... I have 

For fifteen years Corridor H bas tions, and sha~J inform. wa,ter happen. Of co~, the ·strength and spoken on TV and radio prQJrams, 
>een a political football. Hulett Smith, gram oow being developed by the resources of notices of vtolations smooth operation of the program college gatherings civi~ group 
u-cb Moore and Jay Rockefeller plus Department of Natural ~e's relating to water quality. Water within the state will depend oq meetings a health' clinic• ~everal 
.heir respective road commissioners <DNR's) water resources diVISion. resources will conduct compliance whatever spirit of cooperation exists bouse m~tings and a seri~ of high 
lave played games with that road And there are others. monitoring on an aMual basis forma· between water resources and school science classes. The results 
;ince the idea was conceived. Jay's EPA, as the federal agency present- jor facilities <some dozen or so are in reclamation. have been letters to Co~. town 
;pokesman the other day said the ly charged with the administration of operation at. the p~t time in the On the .other hand, when ~A ap- meetings with Congressman Benedict 
"Oad hadn't been builit "because of the NPDES permit JX'OII'8Dl, bas been state) and will recetve quarterly non- proves pnmacy for the state, lBiuance (a media event with a papier1macbe 
!nvironmental historical and terrain working in cooperation with the compliance reports from reclamation of NPDES permits will no loqer be fish in Lewisburg and a radio snow in· 
:oncerns, and the fact that some peo- D~'s water resources division ~ on major facilities - as well as an- considered major federal aetions and terviweing local Clean Air Daencters> 
,}e mdn't want it built." facilitate the transfer of tbat authori· nual reports of non~pliance for aU will, therefore, no longer He-subject to and severalletten to editors;'Similar-

Tbe governor's spokesman didn't ty to the state. When West Virginia otr minor facilities. In addition, both divi- the requirements of the National En- ly John Heavener exec;utive'llirector 
tains primacy, the water resources sions shall cooperate in responding to vironmental Policy Act CNEPA). For or' the American Lung ~tion in 
division will be the lead agency and investigating citizen complaints. instance, if, after review, an area is · West Virginia bas been criss-crossing NON-GAMERS 
responsible for the administration of A second MOA, this one between deeined sensitive enough, NEPA re- the state on ;peaking eruzigements 
the program. EPA and water resources, spells out qqires by law that EPA inititate a full- spreading the word abou£l t:We Clea~ 

The NPDES program as it applies the mutual reapons\bU\tea of Ule·a\a\e ~-·e&vll'olunei\~1: •mpac:t state- Alt Act." .. · · Ji}-:. nuu· · .. .... , 
to surface mining deserves some and federal agencies: "The parties ment before issuing ·aD NPDES per- One of Garlow's newahJ~Ioys is a 
special attention. At the present time agree to maintain a high level of mit. With state assumption of the pro- series of public s~ice an­
both tbe DNR's water resources and cooperation and coordination between gram, NEPA will oo longer apply1 nor. nouncements CPSAs> toutfhl the need 
reclamation divisions require surface state and EPA staffs in a partnership will such requirements for EISs. State for clean air which he bas mailed to 
mine operations to obtain permits to assure successful.and effective ad- law and state agency discretion alone every radio station in·tbe state. 
from their respective offices - ministration of the NPDES will guide the permitting process and However Garlow has ~·ted the 
another duplication that is irksome to program." The MOA outli.nes ·pro- the review of cumulative impacts and aid of people concerned' abOut clean 
many. These overlapping permit re- cedures for transferring information other area-wide consideratioJlS. air in getting the spotis'at,'tita'11y used. 
quU_"ements.pr~n~ ~me question as and ~les of Wes~ Virginia's NPDES ln addition, state assumption will "I need your help to fo~ @.on this 

Taxpayers in the state of Virginia to )USt which diVJSton of the DNR permits already ISSued by EPA. The · mean the guarantee of a presumably mediatoutreacb effort"'·Qartowsaid. 
Nho are entitled to a refund on their should overse_e the NPDES program state is allowed the right 1f:! adopt or unbi.ased " second opinion" is "Often, radio statio~.: . .. .. ~ more 
;tate income tax now have the oppor- for surface mmes. ... refuse to adopt these penmts. Those elimmated. responsive to people trom their own 
.unity to designate all or any whole- 1bougb water resources in the sum- that are refused ~ill remain within ln other words, what we are left listening audience . · ~niore we 
lollar portion of their refund as a con- mer of 1981 expressed to EPA their the jurisdiction of the EPA. with is more questions: Will it be any squeak , be said ~errilit fc\ Coali-
ribution to the new non-game wildlife willingness to delegate the ad- EP.A is to maintain an overview and easier for citizens to track one agency tion ~embers 'and others "the 
und. ministrative autbority for U.e surface may object to conditions of state- or will there merely be less opportuni- likelier we will get some~ on our 
The non-game program, establish- mine portion of NPDES to reclama- proposed NPDES permits. EPA has tyfor.recoursewbenviolatioasoccur? wheel , : ..: ~ ~ : 

~by the last session of the Virginia tion, EPAhadearllerexpressedsome waived this right to review, object to Is the discretion of one state agency Ga~low urged Conaervancy 
3enera1 Assembly, will help to sup- contern about what "appears to be or comment upon state-issued per- more reliable if it .. stands alone members and others 1o iliunfdiately 
plement dwindling federal funds for strained relationshiJII between all of mits in some instances, but retains without that second· or third·party tele~ their local radio station to 
~uch purposes as ~ventorying non- the divisioas of DNR," a situation this right in other instances. review by a federal agency? ~ whether or not tbe radio 
game species, raptor rehabilitation, which could not be acceptable. to EPA The MOA is to be reviewed at least And bow Yaluable was the "second spots _ they are balf~loog 
and reintroductioo of species. if it were to delipate water I'IIOUl'CeS annually and modified if necessary. opinion" anyway? It took direct legal public service 8llDOUDCeiiiiilts to be 

Virginians wbo do not bave a refund as the lead agency in tbe NPDF3 pro- Tben, aftt:r two .Years, "EPA agrees action to force the .EPA to conduct an run without cbarge _ bad been 
coming ean still help the JII'OII'8IIl by grain. After a period of Degotiatioin, to renegotiate this MOA to reflect 8Dd EIS on evea one SJte when moat pro- received and urge tbeir beiDa wsec1 H 
sending dooatiODS to the Noo-Game EPA seems williDg to accept a P!Ovide fOI' a significantly lesser over- bably ~ were otbers tbat deserve a radio station failed· to receive ihe 
Fund, Virginia Game Commiss.ioo, "mem,~randum of agreement v.tew role of the state an~ to the same, mtense ~deratioo. ~d PSAs, Garlow said be woulcf supply 
Box 1110t, Richmond, Va. 23230. (MOA> be~~~ water resources sigDificanUy reduce, where po111ble, wbo can say ~~R9~ ~ 11 copies _ and be.UO 118 caseette and 

, , and z:ecJ•matiop.Ji$ it a~ in tbe the categories~ dischargers subject any great. ~tntbei.,tbe state or the reel-tHee~ tape vbiOIII available: · • 
WORKSHOPPERS proposed NPDES packet. 'Ibis agree- to EPA review. federal level. He also suggests tbelplritlaetlon of a 

ment outlines the desire of both divi- On tbe ooe band, such a streamlined Are we about to do away with guest editorial or "a talk SbOw on the 
A day-loog workshop for persons 

througbout West Virginia who are in· 
terested iD organiziDg around conser­
vation issues will be held in Elkins 
~tnrday. April 17, and ~ National 
\udubon Society's vice president for 
J&tJonaJ affairs, Brock Evans, will be 
.he keynote speaker. 

Workabop topics will include in· 
lueucipg legislators, working with 
lfe ~ mecBa, building an orga'tii'za­
ion and "networking" with ol:lier 
)rpn!Z,tions. Current activities 
:entering around the '.Cranberry 
vilderriess JegislafJon Will also be 
liscussed. 

For more information about the 
vorkshop, contact Leslee McCarty. 
lt. 1, Box 21, Buckeye, WV 24924 or 
:aU304-7~. 

sions "to work in a cooperative man- permitting process most certainly duplication of effort -; or~ we about vital topic of the Clean Air ·Ad After 
ner in the a~minis~tion and enforce- will be 1~. confus~ ... I~ of ~t to do away with an ailing-but- all, it is the most imp~rtant 
ment of ~tr parti~.programs for provez:blal red taP«! .. . I~~ also saJd necessary system of .checks and environmental-health 'legislation be-
surf a~~ .facilities. . that wtth the a~thonty resading closer balances? . . . . ing coosidered by the u. s. :congress 

In this spmt of cooper~tion, water ~home, we will be better able to ~ro- It seems likely that ~~g last year and this year., Radio sta­
r~ces and ~~atton are to Vlde the personne} need .1? morutor the ~DES process-- Wi:" ease m- tions which nibble at the suggestion 
sunp~~ the application proc~ure.by a~d enforce pef!mt conditions. Fun- dustry s burden of mul.tiple agency can be provided with Garlow or other 
combu;ung thetr present application ~ng for morutonng and enforcement control. It also m~y , unp~oye the members of a speakers bureau as weJJ 
foi'I'D;Smtoone!ormacceptable.to~ ; lS a p~oblem no matter who b~s. tb.e reg~latory agen,~les .. abthty to asgovernmentorindustryspokespeo-
provlde for review of each appJj.cation authonty. The state has often sa1d 1t morutor and 'enfor<:e the program. ple he said 
by both water resource a~d 'recl~a- knows and can better deal with its B.u~ tb~ bottoiJt .. lfue que5~on ~ Garlow ~lso reported that the 
tiop ?eld ~rsonnel ; prov1de for JOu;tt own problems tha!l any bevy of ex- mammg ~ ~~ ~ ~fic~ency ,L\1 •Senate markup of the CleaD Air Act 
publJc notice, and so on. 4{ter thiS perts from an outside agency. We are the permttting procesS will unprov~· has been delayed by the ~ te . 
rev_ie~, ~th divisio~ w~Y .... ~rocess a!so told that with a greater degree ?f -or even allow to ~~ntinu~ at-'fts"clir- :Vironment committee's staf~are e~t 
therr mdiv~duaJ per:nuts u~bzmg the direct. contact, gr~ter rapport IS rent Je~el - the bas\~ envtronmental which confirmed the Natio · al ckan 
~ecessB!Y infor~att~n as Jt appears estabhshed between mdustry and the protection and pl~nrung .our s~te so Air Coalition's study of the ~ngers of 
m the smgJe appbc.atu~n. state regulatory agency, and ~bus, sor~ly needs durmg th1s per1od of relaxing carbon monoxide standards. 

Once .a permit 1s ap~roved , sta te ~rsonnel can more ~ffectiv~Jy rap1d growth and energy develop- "The House is even further behind ., 
reclam~bon ~hall ~ res~nsJble for dea~ wtth problems tba~ mtght arJse mcnt. he said, with hearings just beginni~g 
conductmg fteld UlSpecttons ; shall onstte, and can certamly respond on HR 5252, the so-called Luken bill 
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Page Seven 

T":~~~ise of a federal hatchery that supplies 

a f.~irel of th• state's trout s.-nts ever more certain. 
1be sjx,, el.llployees of the Bowden funds, itjs I1WIY a hatchery for West 

Natiollfll F"b Hatchery on the Virginians. BoWden produces 30 per 
Shavers Fork In tbe middle of tbe cent of aU tbe flab stocked in West 
bighlaDds began eyelnl tbe want ads Virginia, a~ to Phares. 
last moatb because they and many He, along with the DNR's trout bat­
others llC)W believe that tbe prospects cheries ·f:bief Cha'rlea Heartwell, 
for tbe s~val of· the hatchery are would be m1eharie Of Bowden should 
"very~~." ~~ , I the state 1 alsuJne. its operation. 

J'l'hat_~,nt came to the wu, 1 Neither man,_ nor tli.,cleputy direcwr 
of the difel~ure of, en early:F~ey ottHi~Nlt~Williilfertta, sie'~ny 
communique from the U. S. Fish a~ problems w_t~·:oper~~ng Bowden -

• Wildlife ·Service which, according to other than fmancial. 
Bowden hatchery manager Lloyd Phares, for one, is not convinced 
Strobeck, spe&ks in the "strongest, that the state's trout fisherman are 
sharpest language" ever about ending going to snap at the idea of paying an 
all federal~ funding for the facility. extra dollar., This Y.ear marks the first 
"Bow·'~ future is very bleak," year for a two-dollar lDcrease in the 

remarked Don Phares, the man in trout sfamp, up from three to five 
charge of West Virginia's cold-water dollars. 
hatcheries production. "If it's not uwe're already getting complaints 
closed this year, it'll be next year; if about jacking up the price;" Phares 
not that · year, then the year after. pointed out.t WI;Uie representatives of 
We're liVing on borrowed time," he both Trout Unlimited and tbe Izaak 
predicted. Walton League have indicated they 

Untillle'd read the Fish and Wildlife would support yet another boost in the 
Service' _s:ommunique, Bo" den troutstamp,Pharesandhiscohortsat 
manager Lloyd Strobeclt did not DNR point out that such organized 
agree. But tli&t document spelled out fishermen represent only a small por­
in the cl~rest detail ever the propos- tion of the total number of people who 
ed clos~ o( 31 different hatcheries buy stamps. 
across ~ nation in an effort l save In Charleston, deputy DNR director 
.$3.7 millj~ and reduce empf ment Hertig W&f~:~ equally cautious. "It's 
by 135 peGple. ~ our experience that with t:Very 

Proposed early in Februa, by license fee increase, there IS a 
State SeD. Carl Gainer, D-NicbuJas, decline" in tbe number of people wbo 
was the i~ tbat the fee for tbe state's purchase the license. "What effect 
trout stam~" d be boosted from this would have, of course, we have no 
the clii'J'el}!j Ke dollars to six doUan. way of· knowing.: ' · 
At maxim , such • propoeaJ wOUld Wblle be .aid both be aod D$ 
yield a 11~~ jllu than $150,000 - not Director Dave Callaghan would be iD 
enough to CJAer&te the batd:lery, ac- favor of usnmtng tbe operatioa of 
cording to Ptiares, but a big chunk of Bowden were it to be ab!YJdoaed by 
it. . the federal. government, "we're not 

He has .estimated - and Strobeck ma~ ... <but> We'd certaiDly 
bas ~ .. -: that tbe state CGUid make every effort to keep the place 
operate ~batcbery at leas cost than .open." "I'' , 
tbe federaflovernment. 1bere are lots of problems. Tbe 

Currently, ·the quarter-century old Fish and WUdlife Service communi­
facility at~ spends $233,000 per que indicated that lbould tbe balcJiery 
year raisiN tutU .a-million pound& of be abandoned, it w~d be~ over 
fish m~ than 90 per cent o1 which· go to the General Semces Adman~ttra­
to ~est ~;s streams exclusive- tion for "disposal. State and local 
ly. ~· !~• paid for with federal governments may be able to acquire 

facilties for various purposes,, and it 
notes that both Obio and North 
Carolina have expressed formal in· 
terest in such acquisition. 

,What such acquisition would entail 
is unclear. DNR's Heartwell has in­
dicated tbe federal government may 
be willing to transfer ownenhlp 
witboab aubltantial eoat - but w_.t 
equipment that ~~t include ia 
unclear. Phares noted that Bowden 
currently bas aome $200,000 worth of 
fiSh trucks, mowers and endloaders. 
Any of them might be transferred to 
other hatcheries in the federal 
system. They would then have to be 
re-purchased by tbe state. He allo 
noted that the hatchefy's age puts it iD 
a status where large repair bills could 
begin at any time. Acid rain, for in­
stance, is slowing dissolviJW tbe pipe 
that brings the major water supply iD· 
to tbe hatchery. 

"It ain't going to be easy," Phares 
'd uw· ' ... ,ar,..... b' S81 • e re 0G&A&&"6 11 money. . .. 

Anything we can do, to keep Bowden 
under federal operation, "we'd better 
do it.'' 

·what 
Book? 

The 80-page sum­
mary of the 408-page 
WATT BOOK 
originally produced 
by the Wilderness 
Society II avaUable 
from the W. Va. 
Citizen Action Group. 

tbDet iavelved- laelwle laaneatlag. 
... 'I1UI&elyiiiOitile JfaetGry boW11 alfee· 31 ....._: e.....,.1, :az leeCJIIU; 
..... .. •• aws" .. a c:a.eept palpilll, If see_..: dryla1. 14 
.wa..e time may Mt eo1H Ill yeur sec:oads: filter elasslfiea&Joa, J2 
lifetime. TlaJa c:eacept • &lie seale sec:oads: board formation, 36 
abowalaere awal&a a foret& JaeraUGa seeoads: pressiag, 15 seconds : 
that resemlllee.tlle farle api••laeu pac:kapag, Zll tec:GIIdl. Tile total 
farms olteday. Trees .. a..., like averap processlllg dille from Uvlllg 
rowsoleen. Weodllbermat~NWat tree to pac:bged Hard Is 4.78 

Three doUars wiD jus~ rates far eseeedlll1 tiiGie c:vrea&ly miDates. At u average o1 3St board 
cover ·the costs of realbed. It II espeeted that c:er1aiD feet"" tree aad a yteld ol85 per eent, 

hlply predudlve plane. wUI be c:ao.. a._t'•.• board feet per elgbt hour 
reproduction and ed Ia bnedlag c:eot.en aad ptaDted Ja shift • ..... board feet peru-hour 
malling. cultivated fields under illteaslve · day 11 pa.slble 

maaa1emeat c:GDdltiCIIII. Crept wW be Followlag ~hlad the .. Searploa'' 
Write to CAG at 1324 harvested aaaually • Tile wood IUelf will be a mobUe reforestation factory 

. ' Vlr.d .. a Str t E wiD laek the strength of that avaUable replaatJag clones as the ma&urt 

0 i iP' "TRAIL e;uua ee ast, today. _Densities will aec:essarlly be elones are harvested Hollow drill bUs N T nc , .. , ..... .. , Charleston, wv 25301. low. The "Seorplon" will then prepare the soli. A done .. fed 

F . ilfu• h B • k . reeoastltate the low grade fiber Into a through the center of. the bit and into 

0 g t e I ers uniform, homogeneous lso- or or- pt•ee. The doae 11 slmaltaneoasly ir-

. 1 
• • • • .' • thotroplc material : the rlgatecl and rertWaed for growth and 

. . ·?' . "suPerMan~." barvestJag within IZ mf;Miths. 
An Ap~Y~tachian Trail crew devises an ORV-resistant bridge. th'lbe mo~»~~e taetory1 is T"ated b) u 11 difficult to tmalfne the ob-

- ·- r.'i~.· ree mea, one • c arge o soleaee of such a grand scheme as 
'" . .• "" _ " _ , harvesU., the~~ aad two iD the tall depleted iD the photograph. However. 

An off..U.e-road-vehicle (ORV) Appalachian Trail, John .Schoen wrote, it is.~ accetisible to a aeetloa Ia charge Of lumber JWG!duc· the efficient formation o1 right-angle 
resistant.. -bridee for thr.ough-tbe- desert~ the serendipitous. cir- walker wbo can ll~y take it in tloa. Mature cloaes can be lbea.red or paralleloplpeds <Jumbe.r) from trun­
woods fool . .trails has . been in- cumstances •. iD. ~cb ~ large . tree s~de~ ~members tried it sever.al paUed lro(D the ~· Tile eatire eated cones <Jogs) Is a continual 
advertent,lah.develOI*I~ -~ a New blown ~··by ·~~ wu used to ~· Ttie ~biker, however, m.•t stem ,II fed laC., .('v~ wbleb challenge . . In today's mills, 50 per eent 
York·N8WierJk8Ycrewwortingoothe mate ~~10fYIDs1irhlch were lift his DUfchiDe up 011to tbe sill, then redaeestheste'mto~;•llepar- of the tree eads up Ia lumber and 50 

· AppalacbJ~. fme for bikers but difficult for the out onto the treadway, and then tlcles. The chips are redaeed to fiber per cent Ia residues. The mobUe fac-
Writing"int~.rFebruary edition of trallbiker. . repeat the operation in reverse at the thermomeehaaleally aad classified as tory productDg reconstituted lumber 

u1be Register.;' the newsletter of the "As the bricke stands," Schoen other end of tbe bridge." . low grade for fuel and hlp grade for yields 85 per cent or the orlglaal fiber. 
" " . famlab. '11le fllf'llllh II dried. Upous Tbe frustraUoa caWJed by these yield 

produce. ol &he pulping proeess are losses wUI be elimiaatecl only when 
chemically modifi~ to enhance boa· forest geneticists develop the 
ding. Uslbg this natural adhesive, fur- technology to grow boards diredl) 
nish fiber Is oriented, placed in molds from the soil. 
and formed Jato boards by a con- Imaglae mUHons of standing boards 
tlnaous automatic press. The Ia rows across acres of fields. lm­
reeonstltuted .. superboards" are agine growlag _in one year_ one 
dead pUed, boaad and wrapped in a million eight-foot two-by-fours all 
protective plastle. '111e packages are uniformly clear with selected grain 
loaded for transportation d.lrec:Uy patterns and colors. The board will 
from the field. grow from one planted cell. Its sur­

The low grade fiber not used as races will function as the root system 
boal:d furnish supplies the energy and, photosynthetically, as its crown. 
needs of the entire mobile faetory · At last,. the 100 per cent yield is 

'lbe processing sequence - and the reached. 
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SUMMERSVILLE, HUNTINGTON AND PITTSBURGH 

Dreams and Nightmares 
A much-contested proposal to generate peaking power at the Summersville Dam 

may be only the tip of the ic_eberg as the region attempts to deal with growing needs for electrical energy. 

An attempt by the U. S. Army Corps 
of Engineers at Huntington to develop 
the hydroelectric generating capacity 
of the Summersville dam is drawing 
mcreasingly loud protests. Last 
• nonth, a resolution opposing the 
ogency'a simple pursuit of the idea 
"-'as iDtroducecf lDto the Weat VirliDia 
legislature (by the same man, in­
cidentally, who proposed the state's 
non-game wildlife program, Leo 
Kopelman). 

The proposal has also drawn 
..::ritical remarks from many of the 
state's environmental, conservation 
Jnd outdoor groups, and a minor 
fi restorm of letters - more than 500 
J s the VOICE went to press - had 
already arrived at the Corps office in 
Huntington. 

Yet, the Summersville proposal is 
by no means the only major 
hydroelectric facility on the drawing 
boards in the state. 

Neither is it the largest. 
ln fact, according to the National 

Hydroelectric Power Study just sub­
mitted to Congress for its considera· 
tion, the Summersville project is only 
the second largest of 23 different pro­
jects. all over the state·. Were all23 of 
them to be developed to their capaci· 
ty, weU over 2,000 gigawatt bouts of 
electricity would be produced annual­
ly - yet even that is only a small frac­
tion of the electrical consumption of 
the East Central Area Reliability 
<ECAR> council region which in­
cludes West Virginia as well as In· 
diana, Michigan and Ohio, plus 
chunks and slivers of Maryland, 
Virginia, Tennessee, Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky. 

• An Important Role' 
"Energy &rends wlthiD tbe ECAR 

area indica~ that hydropower can 
play In Important role lD satilly~Qg 
.-lectrical power needl." aeeording to 
a Corps report. .. A regioaal power 
system must meet fluctuaUag 
demands for electrical power •••. In 
ECAR the need for peak power Is 
•.{rowing faster than the total demand 
for power. 

''In 1118, ECAR's popula&lon of ap. 
proximately 3.'1 million pei'IGIII used 
~.100 gigawatt boun of elec:bie 
tnergy .•. The maximum iDstaa­
taaeous demand or peak clemaad ex­
verieneed by ECAR dwillg 1178 was 
•i3.3 gigawatu ... Demud projeetloas 
indicated that by 1985, ECAR will us­
l'CI 461,080 gigawatt boun annually 
:md tbe peak demud will be 80 
i{igawatts. The demand for electrical 
J>OWer in ECAR is met primarily by 
coal and nuclear fueied powerplants, 
1 •ut ECAR also uses about 30 million 
t.arrels of oil and five triiHon ~ubic 
ft•et of natural gas annually to meet 
t,.-•. l.· rfpm a:;o.s for powtr. One objec· 

ve oi developing ECAR 's 
h .vdropower potential is to reduce tbe 
usage of these increasingly expensive 
and scarce fuels .... " 

Dreams and Nightmares 
In West Virginia, the outlook for 

hydropower on ~e scale being con­
templated could be nothing short of an 
t!ngineer's dream - or an en­
vironmentalist's nightmare. 

In fact, of the 23 projects in the West 
Virginia portion of the National 
Hydropower Study, just building five 
of them would produce fully 70 per 

cent of the total potential in the state. 
And those five would forever alter 

the state's prime recretional rivers: 
two of them (37 per cent of the state's 
capacity) are on the Cbeat, another 
< 19 per cent of the state's capacity) on 
the Gauley, a fourth (nine per cent> on 
tbe New River, ana tbe fifth (five per 
cent) on the Tygart. 

Uttle Wonder 
Developing aU 19 other projects, 

then, would produce only one-third of 
the total power of the region. There 
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should be little wonder, then, when 
Corps offices in both Huntington and 
Pittsburgh have proposed in the past, 
are now currently proposing or are 
about to propose the development of 
aU five sites. 

The granddaddy and grandson of 
them all - at Beaver Hole and 
Rowlesburg, both on the Cheat River 
- together hold the potential of well 
over a third of all the hydroelectric 
capacity in West Virginia. But both 
are being by-passed: Rowlesburg ap­
parently beca-..e the Corps already 
C1'088ed it off ·ita list during the lengthy 
brouhaha during the 19'101, Bea\rer 
Hole apparently because tbe Corps 
teamed its lesson at Rowlesburg. 

Tbat left three: SUmmersville on 
the Gauley, the biggest, producing an 
estimated 400 gigawatt hours of power 
annually; Tygart on the Tygart, pro­
ducing wen oyer, 100 gigawatt hours 
annually; and Blue~ tone on the New, 
producing 210 gigawatt hours annUal­
ly. Added to that list of top priorities 
has been a sixth project, a com· 
paratively smaU undertaking which 
would supply less than three per cent 
of the total potential in the state. That 
project is the development of the Sut­
ton dam which would produce 58 
gigawatts annually. Most of the other 
projects are slated for 1995 or beyond. 

The Best for the Most 
In Huntington last month, the 

Corps' chief of plan formulation for 
the planning division, Jerry 
Baumgardner, straightforwardly 
termed the Summersville project as 
"the best project in the Huntington 
district." In fact, it is one of 13 pro­
posals in the Huntington district, most 

of which have been shelved. 
Baumgardner termed the so-called 
" long tunnel" proposal for developing 
Summersville's hydroeJectric poten· 
tial as "an optimum use of the 
resource.'' He also suggested that en· 
vironmetnal critiques of the. project 
came from people with "a DII'I'OW in· 
terpretation of the resource. Tbia pro­
ject," he insisted, "will give a lot of 
benefits to a lot of people.'' Though it 
"may impinge upon what the white­
water people would like to see ... we 
deal with more than one interest.'' 

Baumgardner said be expected pro­
ject studies on the Bluestone Dam to 

ECAR -

beign sometime this year while Sutton 
is programmed to have its studies in· 
itiated in "a year or so." 

VirtuaJiy all of the other 
hydropower potential in the Hun­
tington district bas been abandoned 
for the time being. A site on. the Elk 
River which could produce nearly 80 
gigawatt hours annually bas been 
identified for possible future study, as 
bas the development of the R. D. 
Bailey Dam. But tbere are no funds 
for such a project, Baumgardner said. 

What is going to happen, bowevet·, 
is some cl01e scrutiny by the Corps of 
the operation of several smaller pro­
jects which are coming up for license 
renewal by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. 
Baumgarden said be expected his 
agency would eyeball each of the 
operations "to seek ways to enhance 
or increase" their production of 
power. 

That eyeballing, he said, would like­
ly occur shortly at Hawks Nest and at 
Kanawha Falls (both operated by 
Union Carbide) as well as at a series 
of locks and dams on the Kanawha 
River. He said the Winfield locks and 
dams system would be studied for 
potential replacement or rehabilita­
tion and that comparable operations 
at Marmet and London would likely 
be included in the same study. 

Enthusiasm 
Enthusiasm similar to that which 

Baumgardner expressed for Sum­
mersville came from another Corps 
official in Pittsburgh, Armando C. 
Lardieri, the assistant chief of the 
engineering division. His district's 
part in the National Hydroelectric 

Power Study was a little smaller, in· avid white-water enthusiast and an 
eluding only eight projects. But only expert kayaker who ·bas run the 
one of those is currently being given state's most difficult streams. 
serious consideration - the dam at His study of the Summersville pro­
Tygart Lake. As w~.the 93se for the ject formed the bulwark of the 
Huntiqtoo district's SuiDmersville ARCC's comments to- the Corps at 
project, the authorir.atiaa to study the Huntington and has been a· major 
Typrt proposal caJDe far iJl advance source of b;lf~~tfQI\?~ ,.ho 
of Ute National HydropOwer Study find tbeJblelvea geileratly'~to 
which sought to survey aU potential the project but bereft of the expettise 
sites in the nation and make a report needed to pry the_ lid off the Corps' 
on their potential to.the Congress - a "long tunnel" proposal.. . . · · · 
report which is just now being submit- Taylor and the ARCC eoilteild that: 
ted tlirougb the National Water ' 1 ., ' 

Resources Council. -The continuing consideration of 
Lardieri said that the Corps is cur- the Summersville modtfiCJtion pro­

rently woi'king on the final stage of ject by the Corps represeuts• "at the 
th~ Tygart dam project preparing a very least, an action by the Corps not 
report to th~ Co~J~r authoriza· in conformity with the intent of Con· 
tion to pr~. Wbil~ JUC Tygart Pro- gress as expressed in -the· Wild and 
posal has dfawn virtUaUY ·no oppoai· Scenic Rivers Act, and ls a 'Vtolation of 
tion, the Summersville proposal has the spirit, if not the vety'ietter, of the 
not fared nearly so well. Act itself.'' Taylor and the ARCC con· 

tend that since the· .. ~ was 
The Torrent deSignated for study uoda!ithe Rivers 

"Listen to this torrent," wrote Paul Act, was studied by the Park Service 
Brannon in the January, 1982 edition -and sections of the riverboth above 
of "Trout Lines," a publication of the and below the dam could be-classified 
Kanawha Valley Cliapteir . .f!!.' Trout as "wild"- are desemng of protec· 
Unlimited. " 'Any chan&e lli(lde will tion under the "clll'fent .lntent" of 
result in colder water .Mmaiing to Congress. " 
our warm-water fJBherftllr, ' cry the · ,,, , 
bass fishermen, including the We8t - "The Corps' evaluation of the 
Virginia Bass Federation and the values inherent in the · du'ee-rnile 
lzaak Walton League. 'Three thou· stretch of river below the dam is in-
sand feet of two potential wild trout adequate. ;t · 
st~ will be inUQdated,' assert the • 'The Crops has treateidflbe propos-
trout fiabermen. ed dewat.erlna of thia ·a~( d~er 
'' 'All of the ·proposed deviations very cavalierly, even sUif'esting by 

from the present pattern of water some twisted logic tdbat:ttlte lOIS can 
releases will be highly detrimental to be considered in terms of a 'gain' in 
whitewater recreation downstream launch time. 
from the power station,' protest tbe '' ... Tbe loss of a three-mile segment 
rafting entrepreneurs and other at the beginnning of the Upper Gauley 
whitewater sports, enthusiasts. cannot be replaced by other boating 
'Facilities for picnicking aDd boat oppOrtunites elsewhere or by increas· 
launching and hiJd.n& trails,, will be ed opportunities downstream. 'fhis is 
lost,' ,cootend other outdoors people. a unique, invaluable · and ir-

" 'More than 500 acres of prime replaceable part of the river. The nine 
wildlife habitat will be Oooded,' com- rapids in this section, together with 
plain the naturalists and bunters. 'In· the spectacular can)'Oil scenery in 
creasing the lake's water level will whieb they are located;pwe not 
cause greater seepage into the nearby duplicated elsewbere on theGauley or 
mines,' fear the local mine owners on any other river. The WRAM 
and operators. ' r ~ analysis conducted in CODDeetion with 

" 'Adequadte studies ·JJave not been the study did not give .adequate weight 
made to determine Webat impacts to to the inestimable environmental 
the lake fiShery or hydrology may oc- aesthetic, and recreatioaal· values of 
cur,' argue the U. S. FiJh and Wildlife this segment. 1be value of this 
people. 1be West Viri~ Depart· resource cannot be quantified in the 
ment of Natural Resources~ through JDaDDel' attempted in the· WRAM 
yielding to most of the mitigating pro- analysis ... 
posaJs made for the protection and "In addition to its intrinsic values, 
preservation of the fish and wildlife this section also bas a very practical 
resources, expresses concern for the worth. Its nine class 11-fil rapids pro­
loes of 64 a~ J~,7a:res> of warm· vide' an excellent warm-up and prac­
water stream. 'tbi. '· y fluctuations tice course tO Jqpare boaters for the 
of water levels in the reservoir, and dangerous Class V·VI water below. 
the effects of the variations in the now Loss of this "warm-up, a~tcb could 
of water downstream of the power very well increase the danger of runn­
plant. The DNR fears these may be ing the rapids downstream and in­
seriously detrimental to the ecology of directly result in injury or even death 
the area and it.s recreation of whitewater boaters. 
potential.' " "The effort to assign a numerical 

The Big Gun 
One of the most extensive en­

vironmental critiqu~, of the project 
was prepared for the American 
Rivers Conservation Council <ARCC> 
by Steve Taylor, a Washington-based 

value to the loss of this segment in 
order to weigh that loss against other 
features of the plan is a critical flaw in 
the analysis which has led to a fun­
damental misjudgement in the 
recommendation. 

engineering consultant with extensive - "The draft study does not 
experience in hydrology and related analyze a short tunnel 'E' power 
subjects. He holds a masters degree generation option. This constitutes a 
in physics and has worked at Penn- significant omission (for which no) 
sylvania State University on a variety explanation is given ... 
of environmental issues. He is also an <Please turn to page 2) 
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