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i -‘ -aa (1): for domestic users, the lifeline concept of at Otter Creek several years ago. A task force
’ minimal cost for minimal use, with progressive rates committee which would tentatively replace the
" President Charles Carlson called to order the for use beyond the minimum. presently disbanded Wilderness Committes. was set
fall board meeting of the West Virginia Highland {<}: for industrial users, a “peak pricing"” up to work on the various field problems in the
: y at 10:00 A. M. October 10, 1075 at the structure requiring higher costs for use at peak load Cranberry Wilderness Study area. and persist in
V. ﬁi‘ Building at Richwood. periods. seeing the study area through to Wilderness status,
- . The kond review activitiss were held the The West Virginia Highland Conservancy offers its if at all possible. The committee is composed of Ron
. and consisted of hikes to various support all individuals and organizations working Hardway, Charles Carlson, Nick Lozane, aud Dave
scenic and environmentsl points of interest around for these policies in wutility pricing. (end of Elkinton.
Richwood, and concluded with after-dinner talks by resolution). There was discussion in regard to the brochure
Art Wright of the Wilderness Society and Tom Nick Zvegintzov made a motion that the advertising the Fall Review weekend. The ;
Fortney of the Nature Conservancy. resolution be approved. The motion passed. He was not done this year, and this is generall
The secretary read the minutes of the previous agreed to do the work on the resolution, in the form regarded as a mistake. All efforts will be made t
mesting and they were approved. of correspondsnce. have it again next year.
The treasurer, Arthur Foloy. presented a Charles Carison reported tha thiff, a B Elkin reported White House
tressurer’s report, which was also approved. conservancy attorney, was now doing research on Conference at Knoxville, Tennessee in October,
Nick Zvegintzov presented the following the deed of the coal company which owns the 1975, which he, Geoff Green. and Lowell Markey
resolution: the West Virginia Highland Conser- mineral rights of the Cranberry Wilderness Study attended. President Ford and a number of cabinet
vancy, recoguizing the need to separate the benefits area. Mr. Ratliff hopes to learn when the deed was level people were there. The president received
of mankind’s use of emergy from the damages of obtained, and whether the level of construction questioning on strip mine legislation and other
mankind’s wastage, supports the following positiona could be required to be con current with the time related matters. A motion was made by Nick
_on utility pricing: the deed was obtsined. A similar situation did occur Zvegintzov that the expenses of these three people

be paid by the conservancy, not to exceed $150.00.

- — The motion passes.
ir ction Keren Bird mede a moticn that the

Conservancy give the Citizens Action Group in

After eight months of effort, the Subcommitise deterioration will be allowed. In no case would & Charieston $300.00 for use in a wutility rate study.
.on Hesith and the environment of the House clean air region be allowed to deteriorate to the David Grubb is chairman of this organization. The
. intarstate end Foreign Commerce Commities is level of the national ambient air quality standards. motion passed.
about to report the Clesn Air Act Amendments of The biggest debate in Committee on this provision {Continued on Page 6)
~ 1975 to the full Commitise. will be over the mandatory Class | designation for
~ The Subcommitise hill includes importan Parks and Wilderness. Utilities would like to build ”
improvements in the 1070 Act, as well as massive, uncontrolled coal-fired power plants at the =ﬂ‘ :an = %
‘troublesome compromises. The full Committee will edge of such national treasures as Bryce Canyon
“be undesr pressure from suvironmentalists to revise National Park. Mandatory Class | designation is
some of these compromises; but at the same time, essential to preserve the wilderness qualities of cur The battle over the fate of the New River on the
- industry and the Administration will be offering a greet outdoor wonders. border of Virginia and North Carolina continues
__ series of amendments designed to reverse many of unabated. At present, the focus of attention rests
_ the : : : pon the Department of Interior and the courts, as
s Eﬁ.oo&gn_sﬂ%wh both are in the position of making decisions that
of crits nl__ r.h._ tal by o could have great impact on determining whether
a__l.l-.a ?ﬂ Sugpesting of the river dammed to creste two reservoirs
m-vi-_ : -_gi.ln_- o pesswnm" totalling 40,000 acres to be used for energy storage
significant or is left in its present condition, flowing free
through wooded hills and productive farmland.
N Statiomery Sewrces The North Carolina state legislature took a key
Private Utilities and industrial lobbyists will try to step recently when it amended its New River scenic
get the full Committee to approve two of their pet river law 10 include en additional 22 miles of the
" schemes to avoid cleaning up their emissions of South Fork of the New, bringing the total length of
pollutants. First, utilities will again ask for designated river to 26 miles. This means that their
permission to use so-called intermittnt controls requaest that the Secretary of Interior designate the
insteed of purchesing entipollution equipment. streach of river a component of the National Wild
Intermittent contrals, which rely upon tall stacks to and Scemic Rivers System need not be rejectsd
. ? the stete. Governer Halshowser of North Carcline
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This month we are overlooking a
young biology teacher, fresh out of
training, who is finishing up his first year
of teaching college biology to a group of
sophomores from primarily urban back-
grounds. All year he has faced the problem
of trying to use familiar examples of life
forms from his long experience in the
out-of-doors, but most were unfamiliar to
these city bred students. He realized that
thése studénts would be the citizens of
tomorrow, that their lives would be shaped
by natural events, and that they indeed
would be influencing nature by their very
activities and decisions.

Slowly he had realized how to reach
these students so different from his own
background and as the two semester
sequence came to an end, here was the
last chance to illustrate all of the
principles he had been exposing them to all
vear and how they all fit together in
defining that thing we call life. Like most
biology courses then and now, the final
topics dealt with the relationship of
populations and communities to the
environment.

These students might not be able to
relate to such well known events as the
severe range destruction that followed
removal of natural predators of deer on
the Kaibab Plateau in Arizona or climax
successions in forests, but they could
understand what Malthus and Darwin had
to say. It became a matter of simply using
species as an example with which they
were most familiar, the human or, as he is
scientifically known, Homo the sap!

After having discussed growth curves,
factors that limit population control, food
chains, and the laws of conservation of
energy, these students were ready to be

_shown how such seemingly abstract
subjects as thermodynamics had any
bearing on day to day life. Numbers
frequently interest everyone, so the young
instructor started off with a few basic
statistics. He pointed out that compara-
tively speaking, U. S. soils were very
young, those in the western states having
really been used less than 100 years in
many instances. Citing a round figure of 2
billion acres of land in the U. S., he pointed
out how 500 million acres were under
cultivation now, 250 million had been
seriously damaged. while another 125
million could be considered damaged even
simply.

He then moved to the findings from the
U. S. Soil Conservation Service who
estimate that we are losing the top soil
from 500,000 acres. He then told about the
amazing electric display seen in the U. S.
Department of Commerce building lobby.
One light blinks with each new birth in the
country and another light blinks évery time
someone dies. Additional lights blink when

a new person enters the U. S. permanently
and so on. Overseeing this is an electronic
tally which records the net gain per day -
at that time it was 8,000 new Americans
each day! Now then if we are losing scil
that fast and if there are only so many
acres available and if that many new
mouths need to be fed, why Colly!

He is ready for his clincher. He tells
this largely affluent class of students that
he assumes all of them are happy with
their present standard of living, and that,
if anything, they would like to see it
improved. Who in the class was ready to
give up how soft they had it and was
willing to drop back to a lower standard of
living? Silence. He then informed this
group that under conditions existing that
day under the best system of agriculture
and technology known to man, that to keep
them at the average American standard of
living (which in many of their cases was
far lower than their own), each person in
the U. S. required 2% acres for food
production, 1 acre for fibre, and 6 acres
for grazing land. Since the arable acreage
of the U. S. was finite and since the
population was soaring, what was going to

.................

Hell-Hole Moves Closer to Extinction

by Mike Dyes

Mid-1975 has seen attention re-focused on the
impact of a large limestone quarry on Pendleton
County, West Virginia's scenic Germany Valley and
caves which underlie it. Conservationists’ concerns

to Germany Valley caused by the quarry. It is not
the Society’s goal to put GVLC, with its some 55




an sge where environment conservation, water,
food, land use, and energy are clashing head-on, it
is most fortunate that this space remote sensing
capability is availsble to provide the data with
which to make intelligent and informed decisions.
This capability is, of course, not a panacea. It is
complementary to existing techniques of ground
the affected comstituency.

Mr. Hamrick is obviously grossly overstating the
LANDSAT capability when he indicates that the
computer processed imagery literally “'..cry out, dig
here, cut here, drill here.” The use of timely ground
truth data with multi-spectrally analyzed imagery
can give indications of possible areas where
mineral deposits are present; but as also pointed
out, it can indicate stressed or diseased crope,
water pollution, flood plain areas. and stripped
land. In any event, the data can be very helpful, but
extraction of the proper information with which to
make resource decision is still an involved process

Filly:

This past Monday I stopped by the Department of
Natural Resources to discuss some matters and

read through the letters protesting Surface Mine
Application No. 1657 which is being made by the
Greer Stesel Corporation. | noted that the
Conservancy had not formally protested this
application.

Greer hopes to strip mine property on Rich
Mountain along Rt. 33 east of Elkins. This property
is valuable for historical and scenic reasons.
Located within the Monongahele National Forest,
the strip mine site is close to several recreation
areas and was &l one time designated by the
Depeartment of Commerce as ane of West Virginia's
most important winter recrestion potential
developments.

Mining this property could have an adverse effect
on two streams, Dry Fork and Lower Gulf Run. The
soil and topography | understand is not suitable for
surface mining, especially reciamation.

Rich Mountain lies within site of Haines Knob
where a traveler along Rt. 33 can clearly see an
ugly high wall. The operator who mined this Knob
recently forfeited his bond, and although the
Department of Natural Resources will receive
$40,000, more money will be needed to reclaim the
Jand.

I hope the Conservancy will explore this mining
scheme in more detail and publish & report in the
Voice. According to Ben Green, the permit
application has been advertised, but Greer has not
submitted their engineering plan.

Sincerely yours,

Skip Deegans
Meadow Bluff, W. V. 24058

Playing the Game at Elkins

by Clish McCleever

At the recent Forest Festival in Elkins, the art the governor is. Spoken only days before what

where research is leading to constant

and federal organizations are aiso using the data to

would assuredly be one of the most monumental
traffic jams in the state when 150,000 people would
be descending on Elkins to get a glimpse of President
Ford, the governor's calculated remarks would
certainly sink in to those trying to get into (or out of)

- Corridor H. "If we engage in a 10 year discussion of
the road is going, wien the decision is made

‘there will be no money.” The governor went on to
say, “Why don't we let the engineers build it He
further explained to the Elkins community (and

else in the state via press releases) that

"the road was being held up by constant dislogue

 that finds fault with locations and that we might end
- up with 0o road.

“The political staging of these remarks was

~ encellent and show what a master craftsman of the
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CRANBERRY
CANDIDS

Photos by
Sayre and Jean Rodman

After a misty beginning Friday night's rain
turned to Saturday's sunshine, and Conservancy
members who attended the Weekend Review tours
were rewarded with a memorable afternoon of some
of West Virginia's finest scenery, best known
landmarks, and threatened wilderness.

The following snapshots reveal many smiling
faces, some pensive expressions and an outdoor
auro which typified the weekend. If you missed the
Weekend Review this year, reserve the third
weekend in October, 1976, for next year's Review.
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Pearl Buck's birthplace is admired by the landmark tour
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At Three Forks of Williams River, the Back Country tour ponders the incongruity of
bheavy tire ruts proceeding under the sign which loudly prohibits motorized traffic in
the Cranberry Back Country.
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Environment Loses to Economy in Knexville Bowl

“No good news for the environment.”

That about sums up the comments of
three West Virginia Highlands Conservan-
cy members on their way home from the
White House Conference on Mid-
Appalachian Domestic and Economic
Affairs held early in October in Knoxvills,
Tennessee.

A total of 19 organizations — AFL-CIO
Appalachian Council, American Public
Health Association, Greater Knoxville
Chamber of Commerce, Knoxville NAAGCP,
National Coal Association, The Grange, the
UMWA, and others — were responsible for
inviting the participants. The Sierra Club
was asked to invite those that might
represent environmental interests.

Twelve key federal officials took part
in the proceedings, including President
Ford, Secretary of Labor John Dunlop,
Environmental Protection Agency Admini-
strator Russell Train, Federal Enmergy
Administrator Frank Zarb, Office of
Management and Budget Director James
Lynn, US.D.A. Director of Agricultural
Economics Donald Paarlberg, and others.
Each speaker had an opportunity to make
brief opening remarks concerning his field
of administration, then the conference
participants posed questions for about
forty-five minutes.

President Ford was asked how his
veto of two strip mining bills benefitted the
people of Appalachia. He replied that he
does not condone reckless stripping. but
“in the legislation I vetced, there would be
a substantial loss of jobs. We wouldn't
have been able to meet supply
requirements under the legislation sent to
me.” He also said, "“The federal
government is not the only level of strip
mine regulation. There is no reason why
your states cannot be affirmative in this
area.”

Ford was told by a representative of
the Commission on Religion in Appalachia
that “no other issue in Appalachia has
come from the grass roots more than
strip-mining."

In an earlier time period, Frank Zarb.

by Lowell Machey

Federal Energy Administrator, was asked
if the administration would support a strip
mining bill. He responded that “there’s no
qmﬂmhjmudmnhﬁmbuth
regulations need to be in line with our
energy needs.” Zarb said the Governor of
West Virginia told President Ford that
pqaphmldhu_hndwyh
the latest vetoed bill. :

Ric McDowell of Lincoln County, West
Virginia. representing Seve Our Moun-
tains, told Zarb that he was familiar with
the statistics Governor Moore sent fo
President Ford and he hoped that Zarb
could find a source of more reliable
statistics in relation to coal mining in the
future.

Quete of the Conferentce

“We have more coal than the
Middle East has oil.”

-Federal Energy Administrator
Frank Zarb, replying to a question
from an eastern Kentucky UMWA
official.

A coal mine owner/operator from
Drift, Kentucky, told President Ford that he
and others had trouble complying with the
Clean Air Act. Ford said that the Senate
did not approve the changes he
recommended, and suggested that the coal
operator visit his Senators and Congress-
men.

Russell Train said that we will
probably see legislation that will provide
flexibility, but hopefully not weaken,
present regulations in air and water
quality. Train also dealt with the issue of
installing scrubbers on 12 Tennessee
Valley Authority (TVA) coalfired power
plants. Apparently a TVA official
wondered whether one federal agency had
enforcement powers over another. Train
stated he had “‘no doubts about our (EPA's)
legal grounds in forcing TVA to install

Environmental Movement at Standstill

by Geoff Green and Lowell Markey

“The environmental movement is at a
standstill,” said John Quarles, Deputy
Administrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency, in a speech to a small group of Sierra
Club members and other environmentalists
gathered in Knoxville, Tennessee, 1o attend
the White House Conference on Appalachian
Domestic and Economic Affairs.

Quarles stated that he was “scared” by
the present situation in the environmental
movement. He saw great strides being made in
the 1960’s, culminating in important federal
statutes in the early 1970's such as the Clear
Air Act and the Water Quality Act. Although
he saw no effort to soften the effect of this
legislation, he did detect substantial
resistance to further legislation in such areas
as pesticides and herbicides. throw-away
beverage containers, toxic substances and
other vital environmental problems.

The missing element, according to
Quarles, is the “envirenmental activism™ of
the late 1960's. He cited the non-returnable
beverage container as an example: The issue
is clear-cut; elimination of non-returnable
containers would saye energy and natural
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our solid waste problems; but, he sees no
campaign emerging from environmentalists: to
the contrary a strong and active beverage

container industry lobby has emerged to

The EPA Administrator from the Atlanta
region, who also attended the meeting, echoed
Quarles’ remarks and added that the activists
of the past who appeared as “‘sign carriers in
front of bulldozers” must be replaced by
professionals with rational reasoning backed
by facts. “Economics will be a key
measurement,” he said.

The Conservancy was represented at the
meeting by Geoff Green and Lowell Markey of
Keyser, Mineral County.
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re-design the brochure and also bring to the next
meeting idess for a membership drive. The motion

Nick Lozana reported on the Allegheny Trail.
He said the Scenic Trails Association has secured
approval to take the trail through parts of Jefferson
National Forest, George Washington National
Forest, Senmecs State Forest. Cass Railroad
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! The FEA. which hed weighted the questions in the
(Continued from Page 1) hopes of showing that the public did not sapport
conditions do not favor dispersion, are virtually tough auto emission standards, suppressed the poll.
impossible to enforce. In addition they do nothing to
reduce the overall amount of pollution released into In spite of these defests the auto industry and the
the atmosphere. EPA studies show increasing Administration will try to convince the full
problems with the long range transportation of Commerce Committee to grant the five year

particularly deadly sulfate particles which are
formed from sulfur oxides emmitted from power
plants. Write your Congressman and tell him you are tired

of the perpetusal complaint from Detroit that it can’t
Second, the Administration and industry will try to make clean cars. or that it is too expensive, or uses
remove from the Subcommittee bill the “Excess too much gasoline. claims and charges that every
emissions feq; at the present time, even if an independent study have rejected. Tell him that if
industry knows that it will eventually have to install anything the Subcommiftee bill is too generous to
clean up equipment, it is to its financial benefit to Detroit, and that further delay would be
postpone such investment as long as possible, irresponsible. Congressman Waxman (D-CA) will
because in the period of delay it does not have to probably offer an amendment to insure the
pay the cos ociated with cleaning The attainment of the standards without further delay.
ess emissions fee provides, some
cums ﬂoﬂwﬁ.cggmﬂgé
which fail to meet the clean up schedules contained
in their state implementation plans. This fee is onc
of the most important concepts in the Clean Air Act West Virginia Congressman Harley O. Staggers iz
Amendments of 1975. For the first time, it will make Chairman of the House Commerce Committer.. In
it in the financial interest of all industry facing a this capacity Congressman Staggers is a key o the
compliance order to actually comply, instead of forthcoming Clean Air fight. Semator J.mnings
engaging in endless dalay and litigation. A major Randolph is Chairman of the Public Waorks
provision. handling the Clean Air Act amendments in the
upper house. Wet Virginians are urged strongly to
contact Congressman Staggers and Semator
Tell your Congressman you think it's time industry Randolph and express your support for the
cleaned up their plants; that you oppose the use of amendments discussed in the above report.
intermittent controls disperse pollution, and
strongly favor the concept of an excess emissions Despite the “wild, wonderful” euphemisms
charge frequently employed by West Virginia public
officials, the state suffers from poor air quality as
much as any other state. The continuing cenflict
between the Air Pollution Control Commission and
M. utomobile Emissions Appalachian Power is sufficient example to prove
The Administration and the auto industry have been the point. West Virginians need to support aay
collaborating on an elaborate progra convince effort to improve the Clean Air Act. Contact
the American people that the auto industry must be Congressman Staggers and Senator Randolph and
given five additional years to mee emission let them know where you stand and where you want xtion of e
standards. The Subcommittee voted an additional them to stand. ; Governor of North Carcline, end add the 26 mils
two years 10 meet standards for carbon monoxide stretch of the river to the Wild and Soenic Rivers
and hydrocarbons. but insisted that the interim System. These letters are very important. s
standards for those two years be much more proponents of the dams ere mounting s lsvge
stringent than those for 1975. The industry received campaign too. DT T
an additional five years to meet the final standard ol T, engs £W
for oxides of nitrogen, but again the Subcommittee AMERICAN KIVERS ATION
approved stringent interim standards. j. = et
The Federal Energy Administration in August took a
poll which revealed that by margin the public

and trail guide orders should be directed to:
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