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TIWI leut Ill Style 
Overlook 

., 111111::111 . 

This month we are overlookiq what 
passes for a public meeting conducted by 
the Department of Highways concerning 
Corridor H. The meeting wasn't really a 
DOH idea, but when· they saw they had to 
have a meeting. they conducted it their 
way. Actually. the meetina was 
predpitated by the U.S. Fish and WlldlJfe 
Service who had been trying for months to 
get a meeting with State officials reaardina 
the mess at Bowden. They finally bad to 
adopt a "do days or else" stance to aet the 
meetina. The meetina was further 
-precipitated by Senator Jen.ninata Randolph 
who in effect ol'dered the DOH to meet 
with the environmentalists and explore 
their concerns. The OOH sent around a 
letter informina us that there was to be a 
meeting between the FWS and OOH in 
Charleston on July 11 , 1975 and the 
environmentalists were invited to attend. 
What transpired was an extremely good 
example of how government is conducted 
in West Virginia. 

Never having eeen the Department of 
Hiahways offices before, I wu actually 
staaaered by the immense, sprawliq 
buildings housing the State's bia-t 
department of aovernment. Tbe buildina 
complex is easily bi&ger than the Capitol 
building and perhaps for the finrt time I 
rsalhed what power and enormity we 
wel'e up against. No wonder the highways 
bulldoze over anything and everything. 
Backed by powerful lobbies. it is clear 
where a huae portion of our tax dollars 
goes. It is too bad we don't have mon to 
show for it than this big buildina. 

When the meeting began. we 
immediately realized that little would be 
accomplished. Expecting a few people 
seated around a single table, where free 
e)(change and give and take discussion 
could ensue, we were confronted· by an 
assemblage of almost 70 people. Most were 
either from the DOH or the Federal 
Highway Administration although contin­
gents from the FWS, the Forest Service, 
the State DNR. the Geological Service. and 
the State DNR. The conservationists were 
represented by Kermit Moore of the lzaak 
Walton League, Rafe Pomerance of 
Friends of the Earth, Fred Hyde of Trout 
Unlimited. and Geoff Green, Charlie 
Carlson and my sell of the Conservancy. 

The meeting was conducted by Joseph 
"Speed"' Jones for the DOH who gave a 
little background of the Corridor and the 
DOH reasoning to date. It was clear that 
the DOH was going to follow their 
continued practice of the _,mental 
approach to highway construction, i .e., 
completing a study and construction of 
only one lea at a time without giving 
thouaht as to how the next segment wiD be 
built. It was also clear that they viewed the 
Bowden situation aa the only problem. 
Commissioner W.S. Ritchie, Jr .• showed 
what he thought of the meeting by not 
attending, thus keeping his lana record of 
not ~~ ~th qu, environRMmialists 
safely intact 

William Aabe acted aa tpnkwDe• for 
the FWS aDd immediately COUDtend with 
the statemeot that the OOH iDfOI'IIIatkm 
about the Bowden lituatioll waa at 
cooaiderable variance to their own aDd 
that this type of meetina wat not what the 
FWS bad iD JBiDd. A c111nuderable 
discussion then followed between Ame 
and )0081. Ashe wanted to bow limply 
whether the DOH wu IOiDI to ipore a 
letter sent by Regional Director of FWS. 
Richard Griffith. which stated that the 
FWS was expectiq an enviroluDeDtal 
impact statement on the complete 
alignment. There was couiderable 
b.ed8tnl and nit picking, but fiDaDy , .... 
answer waa that the DOH would 
rec011UD81ld the segmental approach. )01181 
did promise that no ccmatructkiD beyC8I 
Bowden would tab place until the Bowde 
to Wymer liS wu complated. (He aJ.o 
pi'OIIliMd later that no cautructioa or laDd 
acquisition would be1PD oa the llldDa 
bypaa for fivv yean.) 

Ashe then turDed to the pi'OI!JI-r at 
Bowden. Since the DOH had lhB a 
aaurances reprdiq the Soath SpriDp 
and other featuree at tba ~~ 
coastructiOD 8ite ud .._ ...,.... 
have not heeD kept. what......._. woaJd 
the FWS have that the North Sprilla woaJd 
not also be fouled up?Aahealao ubcl what 
is the state prepared to do if damal8 to the 
North Spring can not be minbntMd 11da 
evinced the incredible auwer frcml JOD88 
that they woWd pay for the nJocation. "1t 
doesn' t have to be iD West VirJ;iDia. It 
could be put iD California." )011811 al8o 
suggested that maybe_ aD they would have 
to do would be to iDstaJI a cooking plaDt for 
Shaven Fork wa1er which revealed an 
incredible ignorance of the quality of the 
water of that once fine stream. }0088 alao 
said that they have DOt had the inpu_t of the 
FWS on the criteria necessary for 
protection. He further stated that the DOH 
must know what the subsurface conditions 
are and he wouldn't be prepared to give an 
answer until he has all of the data . 

Ralph Mumme, speaking for the Forest 
Service. backed up the FWS position by 
stating the case for a full alignment 
enviromental impact statement. Mumme 
pointed out that the FS can not give 
reasonable input on a Bowden to Wymer 
EIS since there would not be anv 
alternative to this section of the highway. 
{Mumme's explanation also 88J'YBd to show 
how wuteful and inefficient tbe 888J1181ltal 
approach i8 and what problema it can 
CJ'88te). Mnrmne aabd if cme of the 
altematiwa would be to 10 back to BlkiDa 
and proceed to PUCJU. The 0011 wu 
clearly not laiD& to do tbia or nwa 
conaider it. 

At that paint a . new card wu played 
by an qeocy DOt beaetafor lleud &... t1ae 
Federal Hialaway AdwtatatraU•. A 
spnk==wu for that 811111CJ - tDat .,.. 
by pointfDg oat that S20 """'oi clalan Md 
alreadybeeltrpeat• ........ ~ 
didDOtwaatto-.~~~at-':ia:"N I 

............ __ ........... . .., ........... ,. .. ,, ...... .... 
bat it ... .., •"•ill- IMIIICI'Il .. .................. .., .......... ,.. .. 
....,for am._ ),.._~n-&lu 
....... t .......... , ... NatlaDal 
~ .... Act co ..... tide 

aitutlma wlt1a .. ~ --... It did 
DOt, ........ .,. I iii ........ PWS 
quickly poaaW _. tt.lliiPA .. twtrrd 
apply. 

At tld8 pabd K.ndt ....... af tlleiWLA 
......... .., ... ...,. ... o~,. ......... 
ga bD1r tM DOH Md.ii ...... qarrtluus 
CC~M~~i'illll4 tbe.............., ...auwe 
.,.._ ... dlda•t -- ..... _ • .,.. 
Moore poiated Old - nc••din1ly 
..... Iaiit palat tllat .. ow•la tBd br aB 
Ill the Clllllarila Ill p II II d -' tllat C111C8 
aplll tile w..a YbwFtl ma' r ..t pay 
far ....... I tal 41 .... twlaa. CIDC8 

tlaroall .. -- ... ..... ... Jh Jail 
.......... II ..... , ........... r ... 
aft plltlr Ia dMI bJ 160 I dlriftld 
rrc- ...... ., I I I It .. cliar that 
w ... VIJIIDia ............... tMibort ....... 

Aaba tMa ..... a J.t fll tta. FWS 
,... c'atliila - IDipt bJ tile DOH. 
rc- ..W .. WLZlrdii- tile llllt.AD 
madeltct.utliattlie •• , ........ not 
beiDa bpL , __ ..... that tile South 
Sprinp pnbi-Mel.._ a..a~Nd which 
triaeted .... fll tt. ........... more 
m-..lilla exc~w.,.'l Bowdeu Muaaer. 
DaaDe Waluwrilbt. - ticked off an 
baprrnlte Bat 111 ~ Ylalati~JM. He 
recited phya:al data ..S WUD't affertng 
opmioaa. Aboat tbe ... , __ caald do to 
CCJill.lltw ... ... to .... that he bad 
differeat iDfw-tiaD. 

The fiDa1 maw tDat place when 
Federal CocbainaaD Dall Wldtabead of the 
Appalachian ...... 1 0••"••· ~ 
sor of the hilbway, •tect that the ARC 
wu cqnmttted to w,_, aDd coald not 
unilaterally can for • atop or • retreat. 
This would have to come from Arch MOore. 
Most disturbina went his views on 
Bowden. If en~ damage at 
Bowden could DOt be .uiptecL then we 
would have to ""bite tblt ballet" aDd make 
some hard choiees. It wu clear that if 
there has to be a clalce betwtlan the 
hiahway and the hatcllary. the ARC will 
opt for the Jdahway. 

Later, o.p.ty DN1 D1rector RodDey 
Clay Bpab a few wordllfor 6e DNII. bat he 
didn't.., aDJdatua ......... farther 

upiah to ... ···als":· ·--·wildlife ~ JII'II&DIX ..... aad 
axpar'mcellewcn 'f .,.._ .. .... .. ..., ..... ., ...... ~ ..... ,..,. 
-o~ ............ I lhllr-* 
joba.llid .... ..,. •• .. ...... 
NO e- r at ... ~ 1JIC:l: 

1lle Canrn nat'• ... _. 
.-....c~~~u ................ . 
~ .. --~._~t~ .... . 
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br .. -·-- ..., ......... ...,.. ..... 
...,..... 0,.0. ........ ~ 
IDda u.lf r •• .,_......, ...... faroed ta tbe 
Cou1ll. At .. pill I ~ .. PWS lt8elf 
WID llllllltute u ~ apilwt the 
S.._ if tile CIOI'dllc-w at Bowda do DOt 

i.aprove. Blat tf tbil -- caD adncuaaaly 
cc.e ap with a pia to bJpa. or flnaJy 
proe.ct 8owdea 01' if .... paiHJcaJ •trtaa 
P"'l'nl ca-~ rws to 11ft up. tbeD the 
~WID~-- tbroqb a baa~ 
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.. Apfeladdaa .... ,.. Ccw•h••· 
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c.rta.IMII ... __,anl pl.-.1171 
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.......................... ,Ill .... 
- ,_-,.., ll ... OiillliiiUcy ... ......................... __ 
klad fill a& I- willa tbe DOH u .. baw 
Md witll .. al ......... ~ ....... ud 
peopl.. Ia Mardl -.... .. ... ill 
Wa .......... ,. wida S..tDr ..... 
....... .talf. Ol I .... Ritdlle ... 
..., ... Wan c.... .. ... ,..,.. , ... 
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Editor 

De Strllls Are -- Allil • 

.., ·-.... ., 
Tbe 8trippDa ICONboard. ooce a 

reaaJar feature w tbe VOICE. ba1 not 
appeared m tbe laat three -.... The 
reuao tt bu DOt appeared ill that the 
editor ba• been bored to tears by the 
ccaatantly upancttna U.ta of permit 
approvala aDd applicatiooa. When a 
D8W8JN1per bu a .taff of oae, the editor's 
mooda ue very important to the contmrt of 
the paper. 

We hawe not. bowewer, •topped readina 
tM u.ta which the DNR reluctantly 
1'81ea•• nery two weeb. We have 
noticed a tread. and we think remarb are 
caDed for. 

Before the daya of tba Abou.h Strip 
MbalDa JDOMalii8Dt. coal countiea auffered 
~tly m. what we came ta call 
·~· aperaton. ,_. birda were • 
wry -n o•papiM, af'-D family affairs. 
wbD IOl penaila for 20 or .._ acrea, 
• ...... it. ... ftld iD the clark ol Diaht. 
...... behiM ........... equipiii8Dt. 
tOO feet blabwak 200 feet IIPCJilbanb, and 
.w.taatlal tax bOla owed ta the COUDty 
IGiWIIIIIK1a. Tbe CC.pa"'- would then 
10 .. _...af bllln••·" UMiaDy declare 
baaknptcy. tlaea reoraalli&e llllder 
a .... --ud ,.,... tbe proc Ill ill a 
dlllelat couatt. n. coaty Drift woWd 
ahraJII-. d tbl a'--w.t eqllip'.,t 
ud try to .. lt at psablic a11Ctiaa. Bat no 
..................... and •••ryODe'l 
ta.. ........... the coaDty weDt 

n. -=an m. ..._. Joba are .tm with 
-. t-t• tile ........,.n 11ft tM& S.... ol 
._ ... tw..ty ,.an akL aJMl tbe rabble 
loab u .....,. it wu tllrDMI ewer 
, .. ,.,.,, 'lkt .... dlzroaibly 8trip 

-· .. C8ll ...., ... lud. 

...... ~ ... ~t .u.a~ .mwt ta. 
abaiWa tile laiiiiMtry. PaiiiHa•, well a­
ware tbat .mr-ta.llm lift aaitber a 
....... a .................. .. cmapro. 
..._... wlda tile abaMtl • ?II ud per ad 
_........,,_.lawa."To .... wapalssoe. 
...s ._ a, 111r 'a' aua -..:a....._~ Jawa ................. _ .. 
,, fl Jl±lrwllla=•.. ... ... .................. .... _..__ nl c.L ., ........... ., .. ., ... 
tty .. 1#1GiiiiiUIIIIIF._ .... ... 
ti\Jt·-· ,.._ ........ .... 
._. M' GIZII fll ud r • 
, a •••u•."••k:' tc • '; .. PC .. 7 ...... IIIII .. 
.... .... I #ft11 • ,...., 

1 1 .. .., II as' Ia • 
.... tt. 'II(· 7 • • ... ,. 

R 1 ,• 1J 1l • 1tU 10 II 1\t • i•\ •ll"h•• 

Tbe bq boya took ewer. AppUcatiou to 
atrip declioed in DWDber, but iDcreued ln 
ac reeae. The mcmied compen.iee cootroU­
ed buDdreda olaut.idiariea wboae aamea 
on applicationa tave the impreuioa that 
locally owned, little capitalists were atill 
Joint on. Probably. betwen 1g72 and 1974, 
all active strip mines in Wett Virainia 
were owned by three or four companies, 
despite the dozens ol "companies" which 
were doi.ns the mlninJ. 

Tbe little tuY was tone. and good 
riddance. Tbe bit companies may DOt have 
been 1ood for the free enterprile 1)'8t8m, 
but they bad the money to do oecnrery 
reclamatiaD when • reclamation aaeot 
bothered to make them do 10. 

Tben. in the fall of JG74. came tbe 
Eoei'IY Criaia, and the 1ood old da.,. o1 '72 
aod '73 were 1one forever. MiDlDa coal 
suddemy became a patriotic eDdeavor. the 
pu.rpoaa of which waa to abaft the baa.then 
A-rat.. "We've 10t more coal thaD they 
have oil. Let' • Dia Itt" beCame • utkmal 
al01an. MiWou of automob6Jee tacbd oo • 
"We Di8 Coal" Uceue platea. More than 
ooe bumper proclaimed ·• Aboliah BDvtroo-
meutaliaU.'' 

Aad ,_.. wbo rode back into towu oo 
the coattaila ol Coalmenle f Well, DO ODe 

really mow. who they are. but oo0a .ore 
the •treeta ol Webater Sprilap are 
rumbliq at 3 a.m. ADd lf tbat il DOt bad 
.,.,.,..,, ...... COIIDty Drift reoeDtly 
quit - to 10 into the coal 1-.etn n I 

Tbe tread we ID8Dtioaed .... ,.1 
parap-aplae aao ia that the mahhewb are 
bact iD force --. fll tt. iltrtppDit 
appUcatJoa• approwed by the DN1t 
betwna ).- 11 aad JUM 30 ... f• 
atripa 1IDder 20 acrw. Sawral fll tbe 
ocarar' a NOIIltilll JM'IIII!t. llaw _.., 
... - a •tr'ta11*4 ............ ....... 
PrObably ..., .... will be _.., 

The b6i bop are .tm ...... SMA ftll3 ...... tiD.....,. Aleadat.t CoaL Corp •• 
aad it"• f• 5tl ~crea ol MC:Dsw• ud w,_.. CCMII- lwllo ....w ... .,. 
.................... t_,.a..Wt iD 
Me" ..... Wp I .,,, SMA ... 7 • 
tM ......... .., fJI 1 FIJ Dl:e II £ rr1 
c. ... ~ ........ - ........... , • 
tJt GO aa. fll thp C••lt· ... ... _ ............ 
•1dl Dee' 1 t C... 12 ....., 
w, 5 .ea.. •• ~....... • 'II ..... 
, ............. c... ...... Ala) o.a. 
-...a--.UJ' c...a-. 
.,., •• , : 1 Pu ...._ · • --. 
.....,, .... ~' c - ....... ta.e.. .... - 4 q, 
.. I .... I c !J: 

••••• '' a .. . ,. 
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North FR . 

Drivlnl norlh of Rt. 28 ill PocahoDtu County we 
crou over the foothilla of Spruce ~b dowD illto 
Pendleton County and the valley of the North Pori: ol 
the South Branch ut the Potom.ac Rivw. A pleeMnt. 
windina drive aloog the river th:rouab tbe tiDy 
communitiee of Cherry Grove aDd Circlevilla briDp us 
to Judy Ce-p and tbe intei'MCtioo with US. Rt. 33. 

Turnina riaht towards Franklin the biahway 
immediately begin a aharp &IIC8Dt. Momeatarily takJ.Dt 
our eyea off the hairpin CW'V8I and precipiloul 
ahoulders, we look ahead and far up the eeemillaly 
ln!ioite slope to the aumm:it, •hinlnl before us in the 
sunlight like a beacon in contrast to the datk 11'880 
(orest which surround. us everywhere. 

We are looking at the cre8t of North Fork Mountain, 
a spiny masterpiece of creation atretchlna onbrobn 
over thirty miles of tome of Weat ViJ'sin,la"a fines1 
mountain scenery. Our destination Uea up there in the 
clouds - the North Mountain Trail. 

The trail perches pn.cariously along twenty-two 
miles of the narrow ridgetop. Most of It lies within the 
Seneca Rocb Unit of the Spruce Knof>.Seneca Rocb 
National Recreation Area of the Monongahela 
National Forest, and it is blued end maintained 
throughout its length by the U.S. Forest Service. In 
Forest Service lexicon the No.rth Mountain Trail iB trail 
1501. 

Wbat maba the North Mountain TraU almost 
unique in West Virginia ia the ready avaU .. bility o~ 
spectacular scenic overloob aloq the rou.te. Most 
West Virginia traila wind throush thick fol'68t&. and 
even ClOUDta.intop t.ra.ils seldom provide a clear 
overlook to the vast blue sea of the Appalachians. But 
the north side of North Pork Mountain ia formed by en 
outcroping of the geological fonnation · known as 
Tuscarora Sand.tooe. From a.lmoet any point aJons the 
trail hikers can walk out onto the expoeed rocb end 
see forever on a clear day. or at least aa far aa Spruce 
Knob. 

The terrain of the Nort.h Mountain Trail is alao 
unusual for West Virginia. Mo.t bikers would expect to 
find a trail like this corWsting of a teries of steep 
ascents and descents. But the North Mountain Trail is 
mostly level and chanties in elevation are graduaL 
One knee-cracking exception to thia pattern is a 
200-foot climb three miles south of the North Fork fire 
tower. At this point the trail is incredibly steep aDd 
rocky. and on a rainy day it would present a 18¥'8re 
challenge. 

One would also expect a IDOUDtain top trail which 
maintaina an elevation of 3800 feet above ... Jnal to 
be widely expoeed to 1lllleleatins • mllibt o.pite 
expectatiooa practically an of the trail 1a routed 
through shady 11'0988 f1i I8CODd lrowth bardwoocl 
t:reea. In addition to the utural ahade a t.... bknn 
oo:ostan:Uy a1oq the rldp. Oar party biUd Narib 
Mowrta.in oo two of the hottat da"P ol the • .... yet 
the beat ... hardly DOtk:ed alaat the trail OIIJy -­
we took 3ide tri_. to OYermob did .. realbe bow bot it 
was in the outside world. 

Peodletoo County is the _,.. JJ.atihl ol oar 
moaotaiD counties. aDd m- the North ~ Trail 
one can ... much ofitin both u eutlniy ud ...terly 
directiol1. AlcD8 the aouthem part ol the trial aae cu 
JU8 westward into Germany Valley, Spruce KDob ad 

s-.ca ltocb ... ..,., ................ ., 
' tbetnll.Oialllll_ ...... ., ...... __ .... 
totbe .............. ..,,.., ••• .,..., ..... 
lutwud ... call ................ 1111-
wnitiHIU SIMI .... C.,.: 

wu.iif. • (Nq• .., - .... ... .... 
MouataiD TraiL Dlartat ._. t.a dar ... • ._ 
IDOa1ltaiD .. •• ..,.. ..... - -..:.c 

•tlimak ..ell u c:WJ-IIDb aDd,......._ •..., .._ 
~~ ........ ....., ............. ., 
..m-wOd .. -.. ODe ........ ..- ........ . 
IMIDOI'ial* axpa~-.ca. We ...,. lib % .._ ... 
tJ'ail.._. our au.tlall wudl~ br• ..... ..­
rwminl tbrou8b tbe .......... ,... ..... 
trail. Sbe waa makiDa ~ __.. • ......_ ID 
sreet qoay. Now aad tt..• waUIB.p_. ..... • 
If to Oy. ODly to fall back fD tbe pulllld ..t ~ 1 

I'UDJiinl. We watdled bar utlc8 fDr ball • ...._.. • 
abe thraabed about iD the wooda. n.. &a. dill Wlliedl 
at O)Ur feet came a ...._ caoarh-J fll Willlid 
"'peeps." ' and gl'OU88 cbicb........, ........ ill .... 
different directiooa. ,.....,...., the 80ther .,.._ 
cee.aed fooliDa arouod aad pnpued to do ._..._ sa. 
spread her tail into a bee.atlful fa. bepa ........ lb 
an ansry make. &Dd charJBCiaa. riiDidna IIU • cilkt• 
in track cooditioo. Not reeDy bowtaa wbet todD t.t at 
the same time UDawed by tid. •IJPI'M" '*c ....,.._, 
we simply stood our IJ'OIIDd ud watdled u .... 
duhed to within a few feet of • ~ awue 
that ber abow ol badlity wu DOt bawtq tM ciMind 
effect OD t.beae taD ildedopen. ............ .., ....t 
skiewa ys and flew olf lido lbe ...._ Por - .... 
tberafter we could heer ..,. dw •-. to ller dlk:b. 

tryiq to ooUect tt..a. n. ddcb ... ---.... 
with more ooaa..-I ' )Jeepa." ud we lift._ ca.lllil 
toptber aa.m. 

WUdflowan are DOt u ..,_. • Nortll Park u 
they are at lower ..._U.... bat tt.e .....- wddcll dD 
thrive bere make· ap for tllelr ....,_ ._. br 
• .......... briDiud coiDn ................. __, 
lop. Particalarly .......... ctart._ early .,. 
tnt...Jy ,.. ,..,. h ..... ..... ,..-
beard-toque. BDd dllcat. o••...._, .......... calar 
from a deep .carill ID MUty wlllll. 

Tbe abow piece oltt.e Nortll Park BanIa-- 'c 
la1U'81. 1bie hardy .... .....,. .... tD ........ 
face ol the sud ..... CMicNp • -* • ll 
apprecia'- tbe .._._--. flldlll ......_ Slrtlllle 
color ...,.....play call \e aoclllei4iill br ClUb ........ 
rub p6llb ol lbe ............... ..- ..... 
~the.,.yud .... u-...._ 

A......._ tbe Nortll Mi 0 

tee TNI Ia i h:ll ilt ........................................ 
-•tow'' •••II' calr ,._ • ...._ ... .._. 
PoniaewPa 11 ._. .. _. .. _,6111.Aea 
..-.. tnitl .. ...,. ..., .... .. I 7 I .. 
......... 5 .d ............... ~--· ..... 

n. Clllly Mrrdn °,.. .. .._ t1ae MM6 
MD "•"TnliadiiiW .. , rafll...._ ....... 
,...., Aldlta!IP ........ o1 ... - ..._.. Clllbllllllrla 
.......... olNartlaP.nlll 0 

b ......... . 

....., water f.- 1M& Nil_., ..... --.. to ._._...._dlfa ........... 0 I lh ... _ 

tMre - .... lad 6at ........... .... 

......... 
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