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on the nature of the permit system most desirable from
@ user's point of view.

Forest Service personnel explained to private
citizens st the meeting that the Forest Service is
gradually adopting & policy of maintaining a low pro-
file for wilderness areas. Since most of new wilderness
areas are essentially fragile and delicate in naturs. a
conscious effort will be made by the USFS to
de-emphasize the existence of the arsas to prevent
overuse.

The Forest Service hopes 1o restrain overruse of the

placed st access points to the areas simply for the
purpose of notifying users of the special requirements
for use of the wilderness. Brochures, maps end simflar
material will not be readily available to the general
public. Such materials may not even be prepared.

Traflbeeds to wilderness areas will alsc not be
emphatically marked, and perhaps not marked at all.
Policy on trail maintenance has not been formulated
definitaly, but the feeling is that trails will be
siingil_ Blazing, clearing of
deadfalls or blowdowns, etc., would end.

George Smith, Supervisor of the George
Washington National Forest, pointed out the need for
more recreation areas on eastern forestiands which
would provide a transition area between raultiple use
sections and wilderness areas on the national forests.
These managed recreation areas would provide a
satisfactory outdoor experience for the majority of
forest users who are not wilderness oriented. They
would also reduce the demands om the wilderness
areas by giving weekend backpackers and
inexperienced hikers an alternative to the primitive
conditions of wilderness. Smith's proposal met with
E%Eﬂ:!uurg?a-i.

With the conclusion of the meeting wilderness
proponents expressed their satisfaction with the
direction the Forest Service is taking in implementing

the wilderness act, expressing on seversl occasions
their intentions to stick to the letter of the law. They
pointed out thet in places where PL 83-822 is vague
USFS interpretation is geared for the greatest
protection of the wilderness aund study arees.




Town Meeting, DOH Style

Overlook

This month we are overlooking what
passes for a public meeting conducted by
the Department of Highways concerning
Corridor H. The meeting wasn't really a
DOH idea, but when they saw they had to
have a meeting, they conducted it their
way. Actually, the meeting was
precipitated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service who had been trying for months to
get a meeting with State officials regarding
the mess at Bowden. They finally had to
adopt a “'do days or else’ stance to get the
meeting. The meeting was further
precipitated by Senator Jennings Randolph
who in effect ordered the DOH to meet
with the environmentalists and explore
their concerns. The DOH sent around a
letter informing us that there was to be a
meeting between the FWS and DOH in
Charleston on July 11, 1975 and the
environmentalists were invited to attend.
What transpired was an extremely good
example of how government is conducted
in West Virginia.

Never having seen the Department of
Highways offices before, I was actually
staggered by the immense, sprawling
buildings housing the State’s biggest
department of government. The building
complex is easily bigger than the Capitol
building and perhaps for the first time I
realized what power and enormity we
were up against. No wonder the highways
bulldoze over anything and everything.
Backed by powerful lobbies, it is clear
where a huge portion of cur tax dollars
goes, It is too bad we don't have more to
show for it than this big building.

When the meeting began, we
immediately realized that little would be
accomplished. Expecting a few people
seated around a single table, where free
exchange and give and take discussion
could ensue, we were confronted:by an
assemblage of almost 70 people. Most were
either from the DOH or the Federal
Highway Administration although contin-
gents from the FWS, the Forest Service,
the State DNR, the Geological Service, and
the State DNR. The conservationists were
represented by Kermit Moore of the Izaak
Walton League, Rafe Pomerance of
Friends of the Earth, Fred Hyde of Trout
Unlimited, and Geoff Green, Charlie
Carlson and myself of the Conservancy.

The meeting was conducted by Joseph
“Speed” Jones for the DOH who gave a
little background of the Corridor and the
DOH reasocning to date. It was clear that
the DOH was going to follow their
continued practice of the segmental
approach to highway construction, i.e.,
completing a study and construction of
only one leg at a time without giving
thought as to how the next segment will be
built. It was also clear that they viewed the
Bowden situation as the only problem.
Commissioner W.S. Ritchie, Jr., showed
what he thought of the meeting by not
attending,thus keeping his long record of
not meeting with the environmentalists
safely intact.

William Ashe acted as spokesman for
the FWS and immediately countered with
the statement that the DOH information
about the Bowden situation was at
considerable variance to their own and
that this type of meeting wat not what the
FWS had in mind. A considerable
discussion then followed between Ashe
and Jones. Ashe wanted to know simply
whether the DOH was going to ignore a
letter sent by Regional Director of FWS,
Richard Griffith, which stated that the
FWS was expecting an environmental
impact statement on the complete
alignment. There was considerable
hedging and nit picking, but finally Jones’
answer was that the DOH would
recommend the segmental approach. Jones
did promise that no construction
Bowden would take place until the Bowden
to Wymer EIS was completed. (He also
promised later that no construction or land
acquisition would begin on the Elkins
bypass for five years.)

Ashe then turned to the problems at
Bowden. Since the DOH had given a
assurances regarding the South Springs
and other features at the current
construction site and these assurances
have not been kept, what assurance would
the FWS have that the North Spring would
not also be fouled up?Ashealso asked what
is the state prepared to do if damage to the
North Spring can not be minimized. This

evinced the incredible answer from Jones

that they would pay for the relocation. “It
doesn’'t have to be in West Virginia. It
could be put in California.” Jones alsoc
suggested thet maybe all they would have
to do would be to install a cooking plant for
Shavers Fork water which revealed an
incredible ignorance of the quality of the
water of that once fine stream. Jones alsc
said that they have not had the input of the
FWS on the criteria necessary for
protection. He further stated that the DOH
must know what the subsurface conditions
are and he wouldn’t be prepared to give an
answer until he has all of the data. .

Ralph Mumme, speaking for the Forest
Service, backed up the FWS position by
stating the case for a full alignment
enviromental impact statement. Mumme
pointed out that the FS can not give
reasonable input on a Bowden to Wymer
EIS since there would not be any
alternative to this section of the highway.
(Mumme's explanation also served to show
how wasteful and inefficient the segmental
approach is and what problems it can
create). Mumme asked if one of the
alternatives would be to go back to Elkins
and proceed to Pasons. The DOH was
clearly not going to do this or even
consider it.

At that point a. new card was played
by an agency not heretofor heard from, the
Federal Highway Administration. A
spokesman for that agency then took over
by pointing out that $20 million dellars had
already been spent on the -and

did not want to lose that expe ‘#g

situation with the FHWA stating that it did
not, but the lawyer rej the FWS
wmﬂmﬁqﬂma;dmhdud
apply. ‘

At this point Kermit Moore of the IWLA
brought up an at line of questioning
on how the DOH had ¢ questions
concerning the envirommentally sensitive

Moore pointed out an exceedingly
important point that was overlooked by all
in the confusion. He peinted out that once
again, the West Virginia angler must pay
for governmental ade twice, once

West Virginia anglers wind up on
end again.
Ashe them made a list

Most disturbing were his views on
Bowden. If environmental damage at
Bowden could not be mitigated, then we
would have to “bite the bullet” and make
some hard choices. It was clear that if
there has to be a choice between the
highway and the hatchery, the ARC will
opt for the highway. .

Later, Deputy DNR Director Rodney
Clay spoke a few words for the DNR, but he
didn’t say anything, thus adding further
anguish to the several pr n




Courts. Each and every attempt since 1971
to meet with the DOH has been rebuffed.
Even though we were both present in the
same room on July 11, the Conservancy still
does not believe we have had the same

people. In March when we were in
Washington meeting with Senator Ran-
dolph’s staff, Commissioner was
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The Streets Are Rumbling Again

by Rea Nardway

The stripping scoreboard, once a
regular feature of the VOICE, has not
appeared in the last three issues. The
reason it has not appeared is that the
editor has been bored to tears by the

moods are very important to the content of
the paper.

We have not, however, stopped reading
the lists which the DNR reluctantly
releases every two weeks. We have
noticed a trend, and we think remarks are
called for.

Before the days of the Abolish Strip
Mining movement, coal counties suffered
greatly from what we came to call
“fly-by-night” operators. These birds were
very small companies, often family affairs,
who got permits for 20 or less acres,
stripped it, then fled in the dark of night.
leaving behind broken-down equipment,
100 feet highwalls, 200 feet spoilbanks, and

and try to sell it at public auction. But no
one ever bought the junk, and everyone's
time was wasted while the county went
begging.

The scars from those jobs are still with
us, just as the nightjars left them. Some of
them are twenty years old, and the rubble
looks as though it was turned over
yesterday. That is how thoroughly strip
mining can murder the land.

Then came the great national effort to

abolish the industry. Politicians, well a-
ware that environmentalists give neither a

of business because could not meet
the incredible costs of reclamation. No
longer did the strests of Webster Springs

The big boys took over. Applications to
strip declined in number, but increased in
acreage. The monied companies controll-
ed hundreds of subsidiaries whose names
on applications gave the impression that
locally owned, little capitalists were still
going on. Probably, betwen 1972 and 1974,
all active strip mines in West Virginia
were owned by three or four companies,
despite the dozens of “companies’ which
were doing the mining.

The little guy was gone, and good
riddance. The big companies may not have
been good for the free enterprise system,
but they had the money to do necessary
reclamation when a reclamation agent
bothered to make them do so.

Then, in the fall of 1974, came the
Energy Crisis, and the good old days of '72
and ‘73 were gone forever. Mining coal
suddenly became a patriotic endeavor, the
purpose of which was to shaft the heathen
A-rabs. “We've got more coal than they
have oil. Let's Dig It!" became a national
slogan. Millions of automobiles tacked on
“We Dig Coal"” license plates. More than
one bumper proclaimed *“Abolish Environ-

Aand guess who rode back into town on
the coattails of Coalmania? Well, no one
really knows who they are, but once more
the streets of Webster Springs are
rumbling at 3 a.m. And if that is not bad
enough, an area county sheriff recently
quit ~ to go into the coal business!

The trend we mentioned several
paragraphs ago is that the nighhawks are
back in force 30% of the stripping
applications approved by the DNR
between Jjune 16 and June 30 were for
strips under 20 acres. Several of the
companies receiving permits have never
been on a stripping scoreboard before.
Probably they never will be again.

The big boys are still around. SMA #1813
belongs to Easter- Associated Coal. Corp.,
and it's for 51v .cres of McDowell and

" Wyoming Co., #1612, joyce Properties, Inc..

15 scres, Harrison Co., #1622, ASCO Coal,
Inc.. 18 ascres, Upshur Co., M823,
© 20
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Sugar Lane is @ rural community in Marion of this State, he shall not issue a permit to the i"l!i'}!

County, between Morgantown and Fairmont. The spplicant. 5 them. R, g,

people of Sugar Lane are fighting to make the State of In 1972 the DNR revoked a permit at Eldora issued o

West Virginia enforce the strip mining law. Their to Wilson Industries, of which Wilson was President,  Birest Actien .

success or failure - and their alternatives to the legal and in 1973 the DNR mailed s notice to Carmen : <o 8 R e \

" battle — are important issues for the Conservancy. For Coal Company, of which Polino was President, When stripping started seves women blocked
if community solidarity, perseverance, and fine legal informing them of the revocation of a at coal trucks coming from the . onto the
work are not enough to make the State enforce its own Belington. This lettsr was returned ~ and the secondary road cut of Sugar Lens. Their c ‘were
laws -~ then our work to promoto legislation and grsin‘n?li;! ili‘;lr?

W.a8., Inc. pstrolman told ¢
The Association all to jeil et cmos: he wowdd taks thres
On July 2, 1974 Wilson and Polino sssigned their for the rest. They tok by w

lane dirt road - secondary highway 19/3. In 1969 the transaction was a truck end a new trafler for Wilson, ltir of the g

residents founded the Sugar Lane Improvement and a job as foreman on the strig. i" ;-

Association to have their road improved. This group W & S., Inc didn’t really exist at the time. In $30 piug costa. whick wes

has & charter, officers, and members — but it is not mid-July it was chartered, with Robert E. Scaidt S¢. as i.i R

circumstances it has no standing to act under West to prospect on Curnutte’s land. On Cetober 10W. & 8.,

Virginia law. In 197 ssusnsaa.aoa..&iﬁ Inc applied for a permit to strip. roap

they found it w be used to carry stripped . owin

Logal Protasts two
.—.rg ! ; it AT
R _.Blu-w." the Sugar iibr’ S
In spring and early of 1974, according to ne | ' 3. Phas

affidavits filed by the Association, Cary Wilson of plus 43 names on a petititon, complaining that the ?
irmont excavated some land behind the house of 3“!1[!:! \

Walter Curnutte of Sugar Lane. Wilson testified that into community would casuse “an A JSE § o :
is excavation was for hed. but Curnutte told a excessive noise, dust, and danger to K Ei‘*t';‘
sighbor that they were looking for coal. In any event. and that stripping was siready underway flegally on . ‘'he stripping permit. This Bunrd s sstablished by the

no shed was built, but on June 29 Wilson and Carmen land not covered by the prospecting permit.. . ii[giris’l

Polino of Fairmont obtained a lease from Curnutte to Neverthiess the ﬁ‘q the permit on that: 2 Tyt - :

strip coal. December 26, 1974, ; - special 3 _l. . ,.I* 'i{ or

If Wilson was looking for coal he was in violation provisions: < WSS s Lt‘lilt-

of the law already, because he had obtained no ﬂgrrl!-‘;lati jor of the reclsmatio aie-36 soda b

prospecting permit. Moreover neither Wilson nor during Jﬂuﬁ school bus traffic en ~ the director or by their or his failure to enter an

Polino were in a good position to apply for any kind of Secondary Rivesville Power Station order appeal recla board

stripping permit. The law states (Z06-81: to entrance of Walter Curnutte’s !.Iln” W.a I..tl! .r_t oo +

, - _ S.. Inc. takes joint responsibility with the . N o
If the director finds that the applicant is or K = s : = >

has been affiliated with or managed or controlied Eﬁlw&q&gri\‘! St e ﬂ‘i.‘ilr*!
by. or is or has been under the common control e o Wruck tealile. 3 ..ll%[ii'ﬁ'
o olhat Hiid o S This rider follows the general practice of the DNR ri"ti!liii

‘ Gloyen. & pision ks an with which e jast to tel the coal _ , .
which has had a surface or strip-mining permit in deaiing E_Wl is just to 5. 2 ;ii'%lt
revoked or bond or other security forfeited for v mmgliaser ol Py . The peciast Board) before going to coart. 2 -

e s st g!ﬁlﬁgiﬂrlu';ﬂ Pk







North Fork Mountzin Waiting for Discovery

Driving north of Rt. 28 in Pocahontas County we
cross over the foothills of Spruce Knob down into
Pendleton County and the valley of the North Fork of
the South Branch of the Potomac River. A pleasant,
winding drive along the river through the tiny
communities of Cherry Grove and Circleville brings us
to Judy Gap and the intersection with U.S. Rt. 33.

Turning right towards Franklin the highway
immediately begin a sharp ascent. Momentarily taking
our eyes off the hairpin curves and precipitous
shoulders, we look ahead and far up the seemingly
infinite slope to the summit, shining before us in the
sunlight like & beacon in contrast to the dark green
forest which surrounds us everywhere.

We are looking at the crest of North Fork Mountain,
a spiny masterpiece of creation stretching unbroken
over thirty miles of some of West Virginia's finest
mountain scenery. Our destination lies up there in the
clouds - the North Mountain Trail.

The trail perches precariously along twenty-two
miles of the narrow ridgetop. Most of it lies within the
Senaca Rocks Unit of the Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks
National Recreation Area of the Monongahela
National Forest, and it is blazed and maintained
throughout its length by the U.S. Forest Service. In
Forest Service lexicon the North Mountain Trail is trail
#501.

What makes the North Mountain Trail almost
unique in West Virginia is the ready availability of
spectacular scenic overlooks along the route. Most
West Virginia trails wind through thick forests, and
even mountaintop trails seldom provide a clear
overlook to the vast blue sea of the Appalachians. But
the north side of North Fork Mountain is formed by an
outcroping of the geological formation known as
Tuscarora Sandstone. From almost any point along the
trail hikers can walk out onto the exposed rocks and
see forever on a clear day, or at least as far as Spruce
Knob.

The terrain of the North Mountain Trail is also
unusual for West Virginia. Most hikers would expect to
find a trail like this consisting of a series of steep
ascents and descents. But the North Mountain Trail is
mostly level, and changes in elevation are gradual
One knee-cracking exception to this pattern is a
200-foot climb three miles scuth of the North Fork fire
tower. At this point the trail is incredibly steep and
rocky. and on a rainy day it would present a severe
challenge.

One would also expect a mountain top trail which
maintains an elevation of 3600 feet above sea level to
be widely exposed to unrelenting sumlgiht. Despite
expectations practically all of the trail is routed
through shady groves of second growth hardwood
trees. In addition to the natural shade a breeze blows
constantly along the ridge. Our party hiked North
Mountain on two of the hottest days of the summer, yet
the heat was hardly noticed along the trail Only when
we took side trips to overlooks did we realize how hot it
was in the outside world.

Pendleton County is the most beautiful of our
mountain counties, and from the North Mountain Trail
one can see much of it in both an easterly and westerly
direction. Along the southern part of the trial one can
gaze westward into Germany Valley, Spruce Knob and

spread her tail into a beautiful fan, began hissing like
an angry snake, and charged us, running like a chicken
in track condition. Not really knowing what to do but at
the same time unawed by this approaching battleaxe,
we simply stood our ground and watched as she
dashed to within a few feet of us Apparently aware
that her show of hostility was not having the desired
effect on these tall interlopers, she suddenly veered
sideways and flew off into the woods. For some time
therafter we could hear her clucking to her chicks,
trying to collect them. The chicks were answering her
with more composed “peeps,” and we left them coming
together again.

Wildflowers are not as profuss on North Fork as
they are at lower elevations, but the species which do
thrive here make up for their sparse numbers by
spleshing brilliant colors among the pines and mossy
logs. Particularly prevalent during early summer are
intensely vyellow rattlesnake weed, gentls biue
beard-tongue, and delicate columbine, ranging in color
from a deep scarlet to nearly white.

The show piece of the North Fork flora is mountain
laurel. This hardy shrub enjoys clinging to the sheer
face of the sand stone outcrop as much as n
appreciates the shadier nooks of the woods. Striking
color photography can be achieved by contrasting the
rash pinks of the laurel with the deep green pines
overhanging the gray and white sandstone cliffs.

Although the North Mountsin Trail is relatively
level. good hiking legs and strong shoes are essential if
one is to achieve satisfaction from a hiking trip. North
Fork is a high mountian, and its scil is very thin. As a
result the trail is rocky. Heavy shoes are essential to
avoid bruised feet and an abrupt and peinful end to a
hike.
The only disadvantage to hiking the North
Mountain Trail is the total absence of water along its
route. Although most maps of the ares show cresks on
both slopes of North Fork Mountain, do not count on
getting water from them. Not only would one have to
deecend sheer clifs to get to the mountsinside, but once
there one would find that the crecks are either
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the trail extra water will have to ba carried
and clesning up.

 gites the North Mountain Trail are
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-month: [1) Showing propa .
children, (2) Lying in order to obtain an air pellu
variance, and (3) Padding electric hills with
unnecessary fuel charges.

WV-CAG staff person Ed Light gathered the facts
on these issues from a number of sources. He has
submitted them to the appropriate regulatory agencies
for action. AEP, through its West Virginia subsidiary,
Appalachian Power Company. has yet to refute any of
the charges.

The first major issue deals with an AEP film,
entitled “What Time is the Power On Today?" which
depicts daily electric power blackouts caused by
environmental regulations and financial problems of
the utility companies. Chaos results, due to the closing
of schools, factories, and hospitals. affecting people
from all walks of life.

The sound track of the film was recordec during
a showing at a meeting of Citizens for Enviromental
Protection (CEP), an active Charleston-area group. An
analysis of the film was then prepared by Light.

Among the misrepresentations in the film cited by
WVLCAG were the following:

1. Air poliution standards were impossible to
meet [actually, several W.Va. power plants are
at, or near, compliance.|

2. All utility rate hikes are justified [in fact, the
Public Service Commission has found on st least
two recent occasions that AEP's increases were
excessive and ordered refunds].

3. Only high sulfur coal is available [actually,

abundant amounts of West Virginia low sulfur
coal are available].

4. Demand for electricity is rapidly increasing [in
fact, the demand increase has slowed down

tremendously ].

This heavilv biased material is being shown to
many schools and civic groups throughout the
Mountain State. WV-CAG has requested the Kanawha
County Board of Education to consider allowing the
film to be shown only when done so in a balanced
context. Copies of a four-page WV-CAG review of the
film are available on request to anyone wishing to
challenge its presentation at local schools eor civic
groups.

WVLAG's second major confrontation with AEP
came at a hearing concerning the company's request
for an air pollution variance at the Cabin Creek Power
Plant. AEP is now required to burn low ash/low sulfur
coal there, but has requested permission to burn high
ash/medium sulfur coal {which spells more pollution
for the Kanawha Valley) for two years. The reason for

JOIN THE WEST VIRGINIA
HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY

We travel together, psssengers on a litthe
space ship, dependent on its vulnerable reserves of
air and soil; all committed for our safety to its
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recent Public Service Commission fusl adjustment
clause decision. [This spring, the PSC abolished the
augiiia[liﬂi
a ruling E I ?i '

WV.-CAG challenge st the €abin Creek Air Poliution
Hearing, AEP Vice-President Paul Martinks stated,
under oath, that their average cos! costs had dropped
balow $28 per ton. This means that consumers are
E«Egmﬂ?iiwriiit .
pocketing the differenca!

Eﬂu a letter to ?FFE. mﬂ.r! Commission.
“CAG pointed out iit .
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House at 9:30 a.m. on July 21. Hopefully this will lsad to
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