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Wilderness Bill Passes

After more than five years of frustrating postponement,

compromise and revision, the Conmservancy's efforts on
behalf of the eastern wilderness bore fruit on December 18
with Congressional passage of S. 3433, the Eastern
Wilderness Act. The Act created sixteen “instant”
wilderness areas, two of which were Dolly Sods and Otter
Creek.
The third area which the Conservancy has proposed for
wilderness designation, the controversial Cranberry Back
Country, was included in the bill as one of seventeen
Wilderness Study Areas. A fourth area in which the
Conservancy had an interest, the Laurel Fork unit of the
George Washington National Forest, was not included in the
bill.

One important managemen! provision of the act will
make future protection for Study Areas much easier. The
Study Areas are to be managed during their study period "'so
as to maintain their presently existing wilderness character
and potential for inclusion in the National Wilderness
Preserevation System until Congress has determined
otherwise.” This key provision of S. 3433 eliminates the
problem of proving that certain activites harm the
“potential” wilderness character of a Study area. Instead it
is nmow ncessary to prove only that & certain activity will
“diminish” presently existing wilderness character of an
area.

Passage of the Eastern Wilderness Act has also removed
a persistent obstacle to eastern wilderness ~ the “'pristine
pure” concept of wilderness envisioned by the U.S. Forest
Service. The language of 5. 3433 unconditionally rejects the
Forest Service definition of wilderness.
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This month we are overlooking ourselves,
that is the Highlands Conservancy and other
conservation organizations. We have been
pretty free in critizing others, but now that
we have enjoyved a certain amount of success,
we have become the target of criticism from
others. In order to achieve a stronger
Conservancy, some introspectivecritique of
ourselves might serve an important purpose
since we, unlike the Department of Highways
and others infallible governmental organiza-
tions, do make mistakes. Helping us perform
this critique will be one Cerald Schneider
who wrote a two-part article entitled “Why
Conservation Organizations Fail to Educate”
that appeared in the April and December
issues of American Forests. Since an
important functicn of ours is indeed
education, we should listen to what Mr.
Schneider has to say.

He begins his article with a quote from a
1970 issue of Audubon magazine: *'The scéne
is the annual meeting of a state conservation
organization. Sitting, with various degrees of
attention, on camp chairs set up in the
meeting room of an aging, but newly gilded
hotel are the people we expect to find there -
a few assistant professors of biology, the
owner of a hunting camp, a cluster of ladies
from the local garden club, a telévision
announcer (hoping to tape a brief interview
with one of the guest speakers) a doctor,
assorted birdwatchers, hikers, schoolteach-
ers. nature photographers, and perhaps a
couple of retired businessmen who live in the
hotel and who have slipped into the meeting
room in the hope of finding an hour or so of
free entertainment. Various papers have
been read, applauded and forgotten. The
usual topics have been trotted out for the
disapproval of the usual people -
strip-mining, road-building, air polilution,
etc.”

Sound familiar? Mr. Schneider felt that it
resembled most of the conservation meetings
he has attended - talks given to canned
audiences who don't need to be influenced
with very little being done to attempt to
influence others not present.

Schneider then lists seven educational
failures of conservation organizations and
suggested corrective strategies. These may
be summarized with appropriate reference to
our own affairs as follows:

1) Educational efforts have failed by
concentration on conten! and neglect of
educational processes. Instead of canned
presentations and guide books that we have
prepared and have spent a good deal of time
with, Schneider suggests that these in
themselves are not enough. that we should be
involved also with the process of education
rather, than mere instruction. He suggests
that our speakers should ask evocative
questions, encourage discussion in the

sies and point them out ourselves, and be
sensitive 1o the criticisms of others. In
way the audience has become
involved in the issue and just hasn'

{H

how you feel about it. Conservation
organizations according to Schneider fail to
encourage critical thought and resourcefull-
ness. .

2) Failure to recognize that facts alone
will not change behavior or influence
attitudes. Schneider points out that many
conservation organizations feel that once
they have published their “fact sheets.’
everyone will see the light and change their
ways. If this naive belief were really trus, no
one would be stupid emough to smoke
cigarettes. We must do more than present the
facts; we must get people to reflect more on
their own behavior and this will require more
than simply submitting articles to the
“Voice." More face-to-faceencounters with

surprised how many so-called conservatio-
nists we have in the Conservancy who don't
attend any meetings we try to arrange, but
believe all they have to do is hike over the
trail and send us the latest outrage they have
found.

3) Failure to distinguish between

avoid presenting strictly hard sells and help
people see points of view not presented by J.
Peter Crace. Western Maryland and Vepco,
else we are no better than they.

4) Failure to distinguish between conflicts
of special interests and public problems. This
is closely realted to failure #3 and
when we get too self-righteous. We think

17
it
il
{iH
il

:

4
E
i

h
!
l

s
iiig
ih
r;"
F
i
ii;

1
H
5§
F
by
E

!
|
:
¢
4

educational activities. 1 think we in the
wmwmmumﬁt
frustrates so many of our larger competitors.

1
i
!
5




i R AP SRR s

by RON NARDWAY

National Wilderness Area brings to a close
one of the most entertaining chapters of

5“5 For n.”nﬂ. five E& by every major environmental group beyond Conservancy does not solicit membership.
gﬁ cussed E‘ni e our crabby borders. Within the state Prospective members must come to us (we
cussed Ei Egna e government agencies and politicians with are not elitists -~ no one has the time to plug
E.l:n-_ ted. s sued, whom we must deal now realize that the membership).
= i& gg.igrl%i i Conservancy is not an idle group of Our interests have remained concentrat-
-.-a.r: = record wins, do-gooders, but is an organization of active, ed FwnrewEaE!&u. But as more and more
intelligent and informed environmentalists. people from the lowlands join the
iciﬂggmo&-ﬁﬁ We are not unrecognized by the people of Conservancy our interests are beginning to
D.._l.-. Ilo..l_l._l-cl- objections -t West Virginia either. The last of THE spread out over a broader area.
ii_ ul__sn-.-l_ D-Enld - E_ i..-..rl HIGHLANDS VOICE mailed in 1972 went out As 1975 begins the Conservancy has

. to less than 400 members. The last issue of earned the right to sit down and relax for a
 largely THE VOICE in 1974 went to more than 800 minute. But, hurry up and rest. A new game
begin’s at Hawks Nest on January 24. There
will be no time for relaxation after that.

being)
the Forest Service and the loggers. We have Sanlied GO0 Ssulisns dus Rot

13
5

wilderness areas. We have come of age as an m.-.lllclll-l!ll-tl mﬂp-.““_ﬂnﬂ-l Wn Gaﬂ”. culminating work
. - Heuse of Beprosentativen ini est Virginia hlands Conservanc
ﬁ'&.ﬁi‘?{hﬁu"nn-l“”— ‘ Washingten. D.C. 20818 several vears ago. A very large ‘1&9.!3-'“

enacting this legisiation must be awarded to you, West
group picnic or hike. Dear Congresemen Kem Hochler: Virginia‘'s most environmentally concerned legislator,

We are now recognized as the leading The Congress certainly handed West Virginia a for your perserverance and hard work through these
years watchdogging this most important hill.

Under Tom King's initial leadership and with the
untiring work of such thoughtful people as Helen
McGinnis, George Langford, and Vic Schmidt, the
Highlands Conservancy presented the public with
three very special areas of West Virginia that should
receive permanent protection and management plans
for the preservation of these areas. Under ths
guidance and counsel of Art Wright and Ernie
Dickerman of the Wilderness Society, the Conservancy
was always able to make the appropriate moves.

3
waEB_EUqg&h&vgqnﬁu_aaﬁn.a;,E
public as to the magnificent assets found in these
areas.

But all of this would have been unavailing if we had
not been able to convince the Congress of the forgotten
fact that there are many places in the East worth, of
such Wilderness protection and now, more than ¢ or,
was the time to achieve protection in these ar s
Indeed, the Conservancy reluctantly found itse n
legal proceedings to protect the Otter ( reek Basin ©
industrial ravishment before this legi: ation coul w
achieved. Throughou! these past lew yoars your "
has been one of several Eastern Coogressmen "
have recognized the worth of thiw aress
sccorded groups like our every court oy Your g 0
the Nation s an unselfish one bec e often
position was san unpopular one o
interesting o see how newspaper editonal opinio
changed over these pas! three y» n
Wildernass protection. Bu! more tha hal, you
Hpn  avwars o of West Vieginioos vel an \
pocple who will never have the choice or chanc 1o
vote for people like Ken Hochler. & permanent leg.
Dolly Sads. Otter Crosk. and the Cranberry Bk
Country.

We konow tha! much work remains to be dous,
particularly in the Cranherry, bu! we are willing 1o go
on with such encoursgemen! Again. we thank you for
your efforts and thoss of your very able stafl Ned Helm
and Dick Loomard Best wishes for the Holide ve Sesson
and the New Yeor.

Bob Burvel
erpEmne WY
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WEST VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY

MID WINTER WORKSHOP
FEATURES NEW RIVER

The ancien! grandeur of the New River will he the setting for the ( amsers am
1078 Mid-Winter Workshop. Jonuary 242526, 4! Hawk's Nest State Puark
The New River actually American's oldest river. has boen a contar of controversy lor
over a decade. The most critical issue is o complic ated environmental situntion in the
Rlue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina. the sour-e of the New River It s here that
American Electric Power has proposed a giant clectrical power generating dam
While the immediate effects of the proposed lilue Ridge Project on Virginig and

North Carolina farmland are obvious, the effects downstream from Blue Ridee in Wes!
Virginia are subject to much debate. The Mid-Winter Workshop will focus on this
issue. asking questions and. hopefully. receiving answers on this vital problem

Also on the agenda for the weekend will be discussion of attempts to profect
preserve and enhance the New River and its uncompromising personality. Amang tnhe
items scheduled for discussion are scenic river designation for the New River. a
proposed national park for the New River Gorge, and a scenic railroad envisioned for
the canyon. The nearby Swiss Project on the Gauley River will also be included for

On hand to initiate discussion and stir curiosity in the New River will he members
of the U.S. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation and the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
Wildlife. Also participating in various programs in addition to Conservancy members
will be representatives from the W.Va. Department of Natural Resources. the W Va
Wildwater Association and the lzaak Walton League

Headquarters for the weekend will be at Hawk's Nest State Park near Ansted

Various tours into the New River area will be arranged from the Hawk's Nest Lodee

The lodge has thirty-one rooms. For those desiring accommodations at the lodge it
is advisable to reserve rooms immediately. The phone number is 6585212, and the
nddress is Hawk's Nest State Park, Ansted, WV 25812

TENTATIVE AGENDA
HAWK'S NEST STATE PARK

Friday, January 24. 1975 - Informal gathering for those persons arriving that
evening. This is a good time to get together and prepare any resclutions. et

in some areas but new jobs in other areas In fact thare
in nothing new about it at all.

The e = e S ke ane cetliend last vasr in
House Bl 823 Senate Bill 50. The plan is o bill 2o

Supreme Court of U.S., it refused to consider. in other
words ruled in favor of, the lower court decision. That
is now a dead issue,

Secondly, they said it was not a significant amount
of our solid waste problem. They are using weight
figures. We maintsin that the visual effects of lettered
containers make up for the weight difference. And we

Saturday - January 25. 1975
10:00 AM. to 12200 PM.

{1) Report of what has taken place in past and the current status of the Blue Ridege
Project on New River - Peter E. Zurbuch. Assistant Chief of Research.

{2) Report on current work and status of New River George National Park - Eric
Finstick. Study Team Leader. Bureau of Outdoor Recreation

13) What has happened and is happening on the Swiss Project on Gaulev River -
Robert H. Dayfield. Fishery Planner.

1200 PM.  break for lunch

1:30 P.M. Field trips to some of the places told about in the morning session (there will
he more trips on Sunday so vour dicussion will be easier).
{1) Gauley River Gorge - hike down railraod from Swiss. There are some
evesores. hut this canyon is really beautiful - Leader Bob Davyfield
- {2) New River Gorge - Itinerary to be decided - Leaders - members of BOR Study
‘eam.

6:00 PM. Dinner — use this opportunity ‘o compare nofes.

7:30 PM_ Board Meeting -
Minutes
Treasures Report
Membership Secretary’'s Report
Coammittea Reports
Election of Officers
Dld Business
New Business

Sundav - lanuary 26. 1975
l‘mhu_mwmhﬂmhﬂ! business.

9an:AM. Rapeat of field trips. Weather permitting the  Gaulev River Gorge will be
Arseonded at the mouth of Meadow River. This will give vou anather perspective. 1f
possible the return trip to the New River Gorge will also cover additional points of
interest.

o7
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Environmental Merger Pushed i Wghian
by SHIP JONRSON 2 L

CONSERVANCY
OFFICERS

after the Oklahoma act is being drafted and will be  proposed consclidation. t ) -
the 1975 legislative session, Sen. Carl AGRICULTURE Gus Douglase said
And Other Stembling Blocks s said Wednseday. he prefers the of regmts” or
Gainer, who is chairman of a subcommittee that -m'mw.ﬂ“

President consensus committee is to recommend it.”
Joe Rieffenber ger, Rt. | Box 252, Elkins, WV -

26241 Under the Oklahoms act. all stafe agencies

dealing with the environment were placed under a additional laysrs responsibility’” sbove what
department of pollution control. The department is 2w -
administered by a board composed of the chiafs of
the various agencies.

In Oklahoma, the board names the director of

Vice Presidents:
Highlands :
CI'ff Carpenter, Rt. 2, Box A-22
Webster Springs, WV 262838
Charleston:

Nick Lozano, 1020 Grosscup Ave, Dunbar, WV the pollution control department and fixes his  pollution control responsibility, might
26054 salary. Suplowtivs,
Pittsbur gh: Sayre Rodman, 32 Crystal Dr., Although details of the bill being drafted by Health director Dr. NH. Dyer generelly

Oakmont, PA 15139

Washington:

Margarget Spahitz, 2400 415t 81, NW,
Washington, DC 20007

bﬂhﬂnmm'tmuw{-—w
will closely follow the Oklahoma act. .

State agencies expected © be included in the

Secretary for Membership: Resources, Department of Health, Department of Conservation Commitise, said the proposal
Carolyn Killoran, iz:z Divisicn Rd, Agriculture, Department of Commerce, Soil Conser-  ~Ppeals 1o me more than eny that | have h‘_
Hantington, WV 25705 vation Service and Air Pollution Contrel knowledge of as far as West Virginis is concerned.

Commission. An environmental consclidation bill was

Committee for Publicity: If the Oklshoma act is followed clossly, the introduced in the 1974 session of the legislature,

Stauffer Miller, Box 568 Moorefield WV 26288 of N 1 R id likely be and the ”lm.

fragmented by the creation of separate
departments of water resources. wildlife
conservation and industrial development and parks.

Heads of the affected state agencies attended
Wednesday's subcommittese meeting, and most of

Voice Editor :
Ron Hardway, 206 Union St., Webs ter Springs
WV 26288

Chairman for Rivers:
Bob Burrell, 1412 Western Ave., Mor gantown
WV 26505

A new organization has been formed to protect the
New Creek Valley in Mineral and Grant Counties from
insensitive encroachment by highways and other forms of
molestation.

The West! Virginias for Meaningful Progress and
Resiraining Governmental and Group Encroachment. a
eromp of over 100 property awners and residents of the
New Creek Valley. recently received its charter as a
non-profil corporation from the West Virginia Secretary
of Stale. The nrganization’s main concern at this time is
one of the routes proposed for Corridor H from the
inlersection of Roule 93 and US. Route S0 to Scherr,
following the valley floor.

The nverall purpose of the group is “to protect in any
legal. honnrable way possible, the interests. property

JOIN THE WEST VIRGINIA

HIGHLANDS
CONSERVANCY

For those who think the West Virginia
HMHighlands Conservancy is a waste of time
and money. here is 8 message for you:

“The basic division on this problemn today
is between those who see the future as an
extension of the past and those who see the
future as fundamentally different from the

past Many disturbing signposts indicate Beauly and scemic values are not yet greatly marred or

that we cannot keep going on our present
course. We are pushing past the limits of our
finite resource base. .. We have breezed past
the environmental crisis, and we are racing
through the energy crisis. Our lights flicker.
Our air smells foul. Our streets sre choked
with traffic. Our land is jammed with
buildings. No matter. Fuil speed ahead.
A day will come when we shall rue our
s recklessness. A day will come when we shall
fook back in wonder that we didn't use more
care We may be heading for national
disaster. but that isn't in our minds right
now Speeding past the danger signs.the
American Joy Ride rolls on.”
John R. Quarfes, Jr
Deputy Administrator, EPA
October 22 1974

$65.00 Individual regular
$10.00 Individual associate
$25 .00 Individual sustaining
$20 00 Organizational regular
$30.00 Organizational asepciate
$50 00 Organizational sustaining

NAME: _ _ __ _

ADDRESS: _ _

Make checks payable to "“West Virginia
Highlands Conservancy.”
Mail membership form and dues to:

Carolyn Killoran, Members hip Chairman,
6202 Division Rd.,
Huntington, WV 26708

LER] | < LR

richts. community life and patterns. historical and
traditinnal values. precious physical isolation, wildlife
hahiial. and the agricultural and ecological aspects of the
recion from unreasonable. insensilive. and unmeaningful
encroachmen! and molestation, particularly Corridor H.”

The group has begun its efforts by writing lo elected
officials who may be influential in shaping the final

altared. On the eastern border of the valley is New Creek
Mountain. marked by the famous “saddle.” visible from
several other high points in the area including a scenic
overlonk on U.S. 50.

Conservancy members wishing more information on -

Box 194. New Creek. WV 26743. '
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let Us Bury the Hatchet-But Inl lll

When Stauffer Miller asked me to write an article
for The Highlands Veice explaining @ professional
forester's viewpoint in the controversy over how our
forest land. particularly our public forest land, should
be managed, | agreed to try. | wrote this article not
from the conviction that I was ordained to reconcile all
my many conflicting viewpoints on this subject but
because | believe that the gulf that has recently
separated so many foresters from so many lay
conservationists is an artificial one, created in the
main by misunderstanding but also fueled by the
extremists on both sides. From the start, 1 wish to
disassociate myself from these two classes of people:
the timber beasts who believe that all forests exist only
for producing wood, and the fanatic perservationists
who consider it a sin to cut a tree.

In recent years, two areas in particular have been
battlegrounds where conservation and forestry
organizations have slugged it out with, in my opinion,
little benefit to either and some loss to both. I refer to
the controversies over wilderness areas and timber
harvesting practices.

The wilderness area controversy in West Virginia
began several years ago with the request by the West
Virginia Highland Comservancy that Otter Creek,
which is a part of the Monongahela National Forest, be
classified as wilderness. Local lumber companies
opposed this on the basis that such action would result
in an appreciable loss of jobs and needed lumber. The
U.S. Forest Service, convinced that Otter Creek, having
been completsly logged many decades ago, cmid noi
meet the requirements under the Wilderness Act.
offered to give essentially wilderness protection to
about half of the area but to permit roads and carefully
controlled logging in the other half. This did not satisfy
the Conservancy. which countered by requesting not
only all of Otter Creek as wilderness but Dolly Sods
and the Cranberry Back Country as well. This action
convinced most of the foresters and lumbermen who
had been sympathetic to wilderness status for Otter
Creek [ and there were a number of them) that one
could not trust the conservation organizations; that if
they got a foot in the door, they would demand all
public forest land be preserved as the domain of the
backpackers.

And now where do we stand on this issue?

Right now we are awaiting the fate in the Congress
of the eastern wilderness bill. Dolly Sods and Otter
Creek are included under the bill for imstant
wilderness status, but the Cranberry Area is not even
covered as a study area. | do not know how the
majority of foresters feel about this situation, but I
know some at least feel as [ do. | believe that Dolly Sods
should be given wilderness status and 1 believe that
Otter Creek. excluding Shavers Lick. should also be
classified as wilderness. In my mind, the inclusion of
Shavers Lick cannot be justified. It is not part of Otter
Creek and adds nothing 1o it as a wilderness area. It
makes the whole area much harder to protect and
police as wilderness, and it is an excellent timber
producing area, needed for Jumber and jobs.

In my opinion, the Cranberry Back Country needs
no additienal study as a candidate area for wilderness.
It does not merit wilderness status. As it is now, it
offers an outstanding locale for hunting, fishing,
hiking. and camping. 1t is well-roaded but the roads
are galed to motorized public use. It will be managed
as a back country recreation area, but at the same
time it will be subjected to carefuliy controlled logging.
It is an excellent timber-producing area and badly
needed as such.

The misconceptions about clearcutting and
selection cutting as timber harvesting or forest
regeneration practices are legion. And, although
hundreds of articles and several books have been
written on the subject, | suspect that the average lay
conservationist is still somewhat confused by the
terms, particularly as to how they fit into the various
silvicultural systems. Foresters are largely to blame
for this confusion for rarely have we bothered to
interpret our technical jargon in plain English. 1 hope

those of you to whom the terms are already clearly
understood will excuse my following deviation into
terminology.

“Even-aged management means growing and
managing a stand of trees all of which are about the
same age; as conirasted 10 uneven-aged management,
where trees of several ages are grown in the same
stand.

“Clearcutting is the usual final harvesting method
in stands managed under the even-aged system. That

- . G- &

Ammm
Out on Forest Monagement

by €. R. Trimble, Jr.

cutting takes place when the trees are mature in terms -
of the owner's objectives in practicing forestry. Before
that time, the immature stands are selectively cleaned
and thinned to salvage surplus trees and to improve
and speed up the growth of the final crop. At the
removal of this final crop, a new stand is
started-either naturally (normally the case in the
Appalachians] or by man. Although the mature stand
is usually removed by clearcutting in one operation, it
may be removed in two or three cuts made over a span
of several years. The latter procedure could be sither
a shelterwood or seed tree cutting, depending on the
m;ammmdmﬁ-mm

cul.

“Selection cutting in uneven-aged stands, on the
other hand, entails removal, either singly or in small
groups, of selected individual stems across a range of
merchantable-sized trees. Each cutting is a
combination of harvest or reproduction cut and
improvement cut and thinning. Similar future cuts are
scheduled periodically—-for eastern hardwoods,
usually betwsen 10 and 20 years. Under this method,
the ground is always occupied by a stand of trees. The
trees in these stands are of several ages because,
theoretically at least, a new crop starts following every
cut.”

To cover the controversial aspects of harvesting -
practices as thoroughly as possible in the spece
available, [ have resorted to a series of questions and

aBnswers.
When did the controversy over clearcutting heat

up?

About 10 years ago when the Monongahels
National Forest changed from the practice of
uneven-aged management with selection cutting to
sven-aged management with clearcut harvests.

Why did the Monongahela National Forest make
this change?
Because experience and research showed
even-aged management to be superior biologically and
economically to uneven-aged management.
Many of our best hardwoods need full sunlight to
develop and grow. but only a few shade-tolerant
species can grow in the shade produced by even-aged
{section cut} stands. In other words, clearcutting gives
us better, faster-growing species and a greater
variety. There is another angle also; our best
mast-producing trees, such as the oaks and black
cherry grow much better in even-aged stands. and we
need these species to provide food for forest game. We
also need clearcut areas to produce suitable habitat
for grouse, rabbits, deer, song birds, and turkey
broods.
Moreover, there is almost um agreement
among practicing foresters that over the long run
management and the harvesting costs are lower under
even-aged management. Where costs are less and net
returns therefore greater, a more intensive type of
forestry can be practiced and more wood grown per
given unit of area.
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clearcufting?
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and in any location that the condition of the timber
dictated. The large size, close spacing, and nearness of
many clearcuts to streams and recreation areas
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some game people were concerned that large.
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species of game.
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and at the same time retain the advantages of
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