the

Highlands




First Annual WYHC Conservation Recognition Awards

We must take note that our sister
organizations such as the West Virginia
Wildlife Federation and the Izaak Walton
League spend a considerable effort each
year in making awards to outstanding
achievments in conservation. Some of
these awards have been won by
Conservancy members while the Conser-
vancy itself was the recipient of the
Mountaineer Chapter of the Audubon
Society's annual outstanding conservation
award. As well done as these annual
recognitions are, we feel that there are
still many achievements in conservation
that have been - well, overlooked! To fill
the gap, we initiate what is hoped to
become an annual WVHC event; the
singling out of those who have missed
receiving the more prestigious awards.
The conservancy feels that these people
and their efforts should be better known.
So here is our first list for 1975
achievements.

The Babbitt Award for outstanding
booster of the year goes to Elkins Chamber
of Commerce president Ralph Hess who
stated regarding Corridor H, ‘the
advantages of the highway so heavily
outweigh any disadvantages that we find it
difficult to understand why the project is
not moving rapidly to completion”. The
award consists of 35 pounds of muck
scraped from the Bowden Hatchery's
South Spring.

The Golden Eagle Clean Streams and
Rivers Award goes to Morgantown City
Councilman Earl McCartney who, in
opposing approval of funds to build a
secondary sewage treatment facility for
that fair city, stated that he could not
understand why Morgantown needed such
a facility with such a big river like the
Monongahela running right through town.
The award consists of an indoor swimming
pool constructed in the McCartney home
and filled with effluent from Morgantown’s
overloaded primary facility.

The American Bicentennial Red,
White, and Blue Banner this year goes to
the Mower Lumber Company for making
Fort Milroy such an outstanding example
of what war can do, i.e., they made it look
like @ bomb hit it.

The 1975 Thank Ged Award goes to
DNR Director Sandy Latimer for not
appearing on National television again this
year. The award consists of a(nother) free
subscription to “Green Lands Quarterly.”

The Field and Stream Outstanding
Centribution to Icthyslogy Award goes to
Mower Lumber Company geologist, Ralph
McDonald who recently discovered the
_cause of fish kills in Shavers Fork to be due

to the fact that the stream is being stocked
with sick fish. The award consists of a
gourmet fish dinner served at Ralph's
favorite Bermuda restaurant. The fish
were killed last August. Bon Appetit!

Order of the Chameleon 1875 recipient
is Jay Rockefeller, unemployed.

The Horace Greedy Award, consisting
of a Woody Guthrie recording of *“This
Land is Your Land,” goes to chief stripper
Ben Lusk for his efforts to overturn the
maratorium on strip mining in ten West
Virginia Counties.

Foot in Mouth Shoe (Bronze Division) -
the WVHC has been swamped with
nominations citing President Gerald Ford's
press secretary Ron Nessen whose
intemperate remarks concerning the most
recent advent of toilets on the West
Virginia scene has been duly noted. If the
Conservancy went around maeking an
award every time a Federal Government
employee stuck his foot in his mouth,
particularly presidential press secretar-
ies, it would soon be a meabningless prize
and the Conservancy would be bankrupt.

Please, Federal employees are ineligible
for this award:

The Sand County Recognition Plagque
goes to Department of Highways
Commissioner William Ritchie. The
plaque’s inscription, written by Sand
County’s most noted citizen, Aldo Leopeld,
reads, '"Recreational development is not a
job of building roads into lovely country,
but of building receptivity into the still
unlovely human mind.”

Damn the Expense, Feed the Bird
Another Seed Award goes to Homer
Camble whose mine has been dumping
from 5,000 to 10,000 gallons of water into
Fish Hatchery Run of Shavers Fork every
day since September of 1974 without an
EPA permit in violation of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act of 1072. A
steak and mushrooms dinner for Homer
and the Region IIl EPA Permits Branch
constitutes the award and will be
prepared by the D and E beginners’ class
in “How to Tell Mushrooms From
Toadstools.”

The Talking Pot Award (consists of a
black kettle) goes to affable Ben Lusk (who
is certainly walking away with the honors),
West Virginia's answer to Phineas T.
Barnum, for criticizing the Center for
Science in the Public Interest's study of
strip mine inspection irregularities as
being ‘‘vague, misleading. and completely
unsupported. It's a sad day when the wire
services or newspapers accept the
credibility of such reports unquestioned.”
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Rowleshurg Dam Demanded -

by Pittshurgh Group

Waterways Association of Pittsburgh, en
organization of Pittsburgh businessmen concerned
with river commercs, has requssted that the fedaral

The association contended that the dams could

The association also contended that _9«!-.!.
in the West Fork and the Monongshela create

the Flat Top Wilderness.

Ford noted that he was signing the Flat au
proposal against his better judgment because it
%!i’!i!!hl—

would be unprofitable to exploit. Such is not the
case in mos! new wilderness areas being proposed
Wildernoss proponents in the East will do well

to remember President Ford's remarks. and file™

~ Snowshoe Pofential Still There

by Ship Jobunses
Chaviecton Gepstie
From the beginning Snowshoe was too big. One day of Killy’s visit to Pocahontas County, and the fog
of the first headlines on the project should have was 80 thick on Cheat Mountain that Snowshoe's
been the tipoff: *“Million Customers & Ysar Eyed for future ski slopes were hardly visible. It may have
ntt;zx“.;ll‘._r- been an omen.
Governor Moore st initial press conference P .
announcing its birth on Sept. 8, 1973, as having the E!”t.e_u!tiﬂu .unﬁ”-o-_qﬂu
potsatisl of becoming “the ski capital of the South. the recession that prevailed at the time didn't help
gi’:!nﬁ!.—"ﬁl—!—«l?-‘ any. Snowshoe never really recovered
were a 1200
Li- -t.!_-"..!nl: us_ If Brigham and his business partners made a
courts, several golf courses and a lake? mistake in developing Smowshoe on the grand
manner, they were not the only ones who saw the
If it boggled the mind to envision one million fledgling resort as the next Greenbrier with ski
people a year visiting a development on top of a slopes. “If we're going 10 have change,” said then
rugged. remote section Cheat Mountain Commerce Commissioner Lysander Dudley to critics
Pocahontas County. perhaps we were just being too of Snowshoe, “this is the kind we need.” And
conservative. : fourteen state banks thought encugh of Snowshoe
There was also a reluctance to accept with :t_ n”ﬂsﬂﬂ. $3.9 million to get the resort off
unreserved enthusiasm the development of the g
upper Shavers Fork river region which had a The question now is: Who will buy Snowshoe
bigness, solitude and natural beauty unlike any d who entually ate 7
other privately owned area of West Virginia. Inthis @ development thus far. environmentally and
regard it would be nice right now, considering that esthetically. has been first class. but all this could
Snowshoe has slipped into insolvency, to wave a g0 out the window under a cost-cutting regime
giiﬁiﬁ?ﬂ“ﬁﬂnﬂﬁ_””—ﬂ-“ It might be more beneficial to more residents
original inaccessible P 2 he s the State of West Virginia obtained
presumably somebody - if not the psesent Soowshes sad ted § ho
= will oaniinis 1 sperete &t 6o & sk shoe and opera 1 as anot :.a_cuz.r:_.?
-0y, aten parks system already may be extended to the limit
ot with resorts like Pipestem, Hawks Nest. Twin Falls
Actually, the Snowshoe management deserves nd Canaan Valley to run. On the other han
a better They are guilty mostly of bad luck and owshoe is located only a few miles from the
a tendency. perhaps a fatal one, of doing things immensely popular Cass Scenic Railroad. which is &
big wa rom an environmental standpoint, ate-operated facility.
g.ﬂ'ﬂ.ig in the futu oo.p_n_&a The most promising sign for Snowshoe is thal
lot worse than Dr. Tom Brigham and his associates. its financial problems appear to have nothing to do
wﬂoiaroo bad luck started early in 1974 with its attraction as a skiing are t last word.
when it invited F !wﬂornrmban»b uhc____ﬂ.u. gold more than one-third of its enti 75-76 winter
medalist Jean-Claude Killy to the site. Killy was capacity had already been in advance.
under contract with m.lﬂ'afoo -o aid in which indicates Brigham was wrong in his
development of the resort's skiing facilities. concept of Snowshoe as a West ia recreation
Unfortunately, there was no snow on the ground the mecca. The potential is still th

Editor

THE HIGHLANDS VOICE The problems surrounding communications
and cooperation are not small ones. Responsive-
Dear Sir, ness, money, group pride. particular concerns

Having just returned from a relatively sparsely - all factors. However, uniess these problems are
attended anti-strip march in 9588..!8.&! surmountable then the amount of duplication of
by Save-Our-Mountains. many thoughts are passing effort, limited effectiveness, and creation will
Elﬂi between groups will continue.

1 bave encouraged all who | am in contact with 1 reslize that the Conservancy as
‘in‘g Mid-Winter Workshop. organization is successful because it recognizes
My reasoning behind this is not that all of the certain priorities and takes careful aim at
diverse groups in W.Va. ows allegiance to the appropriate targets. | also reslize that the
Consefvancy. but that it seems like a nﬂ&.l‘.ﬂ. Mid-Winter Workshop is an important part of this
place for people to o-.i!.!ls.ulxw- process.
few things out. But the Conservancy should consider the above

becoming increasingly obvious to me that if problems. Whether or not the Conservancy feels
the environmentaslists in W.Va. are ‘o have any real has the potential and the will to address these
bearing on events of consequence statewide. we are problems only the members can decide. It is
going to have 1o have a degree of cooperation and something that should be discussed in depth.
communication that is not presently in evidence.
The number of groups that have soms degree of Sincerely.
environmental concern is large. They span the joe Basilone
spoctrum {rom large to small. statewide to county R
district. from militant to sof-sochen. Belington. WV



West Virginia's Congressional delegation fought
hard for completion of R.D. Bailey Dam. Bnally
succeeded after a 14 year struggle.

— Raleigh Register photo

Speech Prepared for
R.D. Bailey

Cofferdam Dedication

by U.S. Senater Robert C. Byrd
Mingo County. West Virginia, November 29, 1975.

This is a great day for me! It is one of the days
toward which I have Jlooked since. as a
congressman, | visiled the flood-stricken areas of
Logan and Man in 1957. 1 realized at that time that
something had to be done to halt the endless series
of floods to which the people of the Guyandotte
Valley were subjected again and again.

Upon my return to Washington, 1 introduced a
resolution to authorize the Army Corps of Engineers
to look into possible flood control measures on the
Guyandotte River. After many years of careful
study and exhaustive surveys. the Corps of
Engineers recommended the construction of the
Justice Reservoir.

When | was assured that all of the alternatives
had been examined. that all of the ramifications for
business and industry had been considered. and
that the public interest and the rights of the
individual residents of this area had been weighed
carefully. 1 called for the prompt authorization of
the Justice Reservoir Project. That authorization
was approved in October of 1962.

Since that time, | have been able to obtain the
required appropriations for the continued progress
of the dam. In 1965. the Justice Reservoir was
officially renamed the R.D. Bailey Dam.

In the realization of the importance of this
project. 1 have sought continually to provide a
full-capability funding for the R. D. Bailey Dam in
the interest of seeing this vitally necessary
flood-control facility completed at the earliest
possible date. Had 1 not taken this action. the
dedication that we are attending today would have.
in all probability. been postponed until 1977 or 1978.

For example. the budget for 1976 proposed
$16,400.000 for R.D. Bailey. whereas the capability
for this project required an additional $4.300.000. 1
believe that it would be unwise to delay the
completion of this project just to save a few dollars.
Certainly, it would be hard 1o equate a small saving
of this type with the potential loss of the lives.
homaes. and businesses in this flood-prone area.

This extra funding which 1 obtained for fiscal

pacs and will advance the completion date of this
project by at least six months. | have cited the
curreni year as an example in order to demenstrate
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The Nightands Voics

Pork Barrel or Public Service?

The R.D. Bailey Dam, located on the border of
Mingo and Wyoming Counties, continues to create
controversy in southern West Virginia. Conceived
nearly fourteen years ago the project was designed
to alleviate severe flooding conditions in the
Cuvandotte Valley. Over the years, with one snag
following another with astounding frequency. costs
of the project nearly tripled over original estimates.

The overall project design. calling for a 630
acre impoundment on the Guyandotte River midway
between Logan and Mullens, has had its vocal
supporters and critics since the project’s inception.
Unfortunatelv for those opposed to the plan, West
Virginia's Congressional delegation backed the dam
solidly. Fortunately for those who supported the
project there was no question but that the project
was necessary, or at least something similar to it.
Devastating floods, occurring regularly in the
Guyandotte. provided frequent justification for
some sort of control.

Yet. from the beginning. this modest flood
control project has created enormous costs. Apart
from costing nearly three times more than was
expected in terms of dollars. many miles of railroad
tracks. highways and homes had to be removed
from the prospective reservoir. While the social
and economic costs of construction are reliably
computed, similar costs of accompanying effects.
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such as relocation of homes, cannot be properly
assessed.
The R.D. Bailey Dam raises again the question
which is being asked more often — Is “
good for the people” really good for the peuple?
The following articles three
viewpoints about the R.D. Bailey Dam. First is
transcript of a speech prepared by Senator Robert
C. Byrd for delivery at the dedication of the dam on
November 20, 1975. Senator Byrd, a strong

3|

" supporter of the project. explains why the project is

a good one. Next is a series of excerpts clipped from
press releases of Congressman Ken Hechler, each

of which supported the dam, but each of which

graphicaily points out the focus of oppesition to R.D.
Bailey - the extreme and unnecessary costs of
construction. The last article, and aditorial taken
from the Beckley Post-Herald, November 27, 1975,
states that case for citizen opposition to R.D. Bailey.
The West Virginia Highlands Conservancy has
taken no side in the argument. The Highlands Voice
is presenting the case not to speak for or against
R.D. Bailey. but to inform the membership that what
happens once will happen again and again in
politics and high finance. With a renewed surge of
demand for the Rowlesburg project, a scheme of far
greater magnitude and conseguence than R.D.
Bailey. Conservancy activists may learn some
lessons from R. D. Bailey
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R.D. BAILEY DAM
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the efforts that have been chronically needed
kupthhpmioclmvhuuhnuhm
possible. However, as | contemplate the potential
flood protection — not to mention the “life
protection™ ~ that this dam will provide. I can say
that the results will be worth every amount of

expended.

When it is completed, this project will have cost
an estimated $148 million. The lake that will be
formed behind the dam will have a surface area of
630 acres; there will be 17 miles of shoreline. In
addition to the practical value that the R.D. Bailey
Dam will have for controlling devastating floods in
the Guyandotte Valley. the lake itself will offer
opportunities for boating, camping. fishing and
sightseeing. The corps of engineers estimates that
ultimately as many as a half-million persons

water will make possible.
The R. D. Bailey Dam is being built to protect
the residents of the Guyandotte Valley not only
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occur once in every 100 years.

This project is an enormous one. But the
conditions which it will alleviate will more than
justify the efforts and the investments that it has
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and the future of West Virginis. It unites & practicel
concern with a vision for what can be tomorrow. In
building this dam. we show oursslves to be good
stewards of our land and our destiny.

"We Need the
Justice Dam!”

by Congressman Ken Nechler
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The wind may be cold and the ground
may be frozen as you read this, but spring
is just around the corner. Unfortunately,
when spring comes, the stream
channelizers are not far behind. Every
summer a new list of streams scheduled
for “improvement” is drawn up by a
variety of organizations, including the U.S.
Corps of Engineers, Soil Conservation
Service groups, and individual farmers
among others. The “list” amounts to an
obituary for the stream so unwise as to

assert its independence during the
preceding spring thaw.

The West Virginia Council of Trout
Unlimited, an organisation which speaks
effectively for fish in the Mountain State,
has launched a serious program to correct
abuses and mismanagement of West
Virginia's haphazard stream channeliza-
tion process. The two articles which follow
survey the problem of stream channeliza-
tion and the economics of correcting these
environmental nightmares.
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Channelization Must
Be Controlled

by Ernie Nester, Choirmon
W. Va. Council of Trout Unlimited

Dec. 1, 1975

During early November this year about 4000
feet of Clover Run of Cheat River near St. George,
Tucker County, was channelized. About 900 feet of
the channelization was on Monongahela National
Forest land. Clover Run is not stocked with trout but
the water quality was suitable for trout stocking.
This stream channelization was performed by one
individual who apparently did not comprehend the
magnitude of his destruction.

The November 15. 1975 issue of the Market
Bulletin (published by the WV Department of
Agriculture) carried an articie about flood control
work performed on Kelly's Creek in Kanawha
County. Included was a photograph of 8 beaming
faces including Highway Commissioner Ritchie.
Agriculture Commissioner Douglas and 6 past and
present legislators from Kanawha County. The
“experimental” flood control project on Kelly's
Creek was funded with a $50.000 appropriation
from the WV Legislature to determine if dredging.
brush removal, and stream bank stabilization would
be effective in reducing or eliminating flood damage
on small watersheds. Several of the politicians in
the touring party suggested that Commissioner
Douglas work with other agencies to advise the
Legislature on streams throughout West Virginia
that could benefit most from similar flood control
work.

Stream destruction is often listed as
channelization, flood control. dredging. stream
cleanout, stream stabilization. channel change.
drainage, gravel removal and various other
descriptions. All of these activities mean the same
thing - complete destruction of that section of the
stream as habitat for trout or other game fish. This
has been established as fact by scientific studies on
streams that have been channelized.

Stream channelization is carried out by many
agencies such as the Corps of Engineers. the WV
Department of Highways. Farmers Home
Administration, Office of Emergency Preparedness.
Soil Conservation Districts, the WV Legislature.
counties, cities, and by individuals. Counties and
cities are now free to channelize at will due to a bill
passed in the last session of the Legislature (HB
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Once a stream has been channelized it is verv.

very difficult to restore the stream to a point where
it can support even one fourth of its original
carrying capacity. The Virginia Council of Trout
Unlimited has estimated that a restoration effort
would take at least $50,000 per mile of stream. Only
nature can truly restore a bulldozed stream in the
long run. and that takes over 50 years.

At the present time, the WV Department of
Natural Resources does not have any effective
control over stream channelization. The West
Virginia Council of Trout Unlimited is opposed to the
destruction of any of our remaining trout streams
and we hope that the Legislature will pass
corrective legislation to give D.N.R. control over all
proposed stream channelization in WV.

The High Cost of
Channelization

by Jerry V. Shuder
Oct. 1975

After spending three days working on Naked
Creek. it became obvious that restoring a
channelized stream is an extremely costly process.
Tuers put in 528 man-hours on the project, and the
Virginia Department of Highways and Transporta-
tion spent $1300 on the gabion materials and the
hiring of a backhoe operator. All of this expense in
dollars and manpower. to restore 100 years of
stream to suitable habitat for trout.

After tallying up the costs of our extremely
small pilot project. it's intriguing to consider what
expenditures would be required to expand this
restoration effort Le’' - use some simple math to

Readers of THE HIGHLANDS VOICE who
are interested in assisting TU’s effort to comrol
channelization are urged to tontact Joel
Lubliner, Rt. 1, Box 216-A, Bluefield, WV
24701, and tell him how you are prepared to
help. Lubliner is Viez-Chairmzn of the West
Virginia Council = Trout Unlimited. :
ROOM RESERVATIONS FOR WORKSHOP

A variety of accommodations are available -
at Jackson's Mill State 4-H Camp, site of the
Conservancy's 1976 Mid-Winter Workshop.
After January 1, 1978, the prices listed below
will be increased slightly. i
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determine what the price of additional improvement
would be.

First, let's calculate the cost of our 100 yards of
restoration on Naked Creek, using $3 an hour value
for the labor. This would amount to $1584 for the
584 man-hours put in on the improvements. Add to
this the $1300 required fot materials and equipment
rental, and the total cost to restore 100 yards of
channelized stream is $2884. WOW!!!

But, Jet's not stop here. At these rates, the cost

" of restoring one mile of stream would be $50,728. To

fact doesn’t make you fighting mad at channelizing
agencies like the S.C.S. and the Corps of Engineers,
then you had better hang up your hat as a
conservationist. ;

After the Camille and Agnes storms, over 800
miles of the streams in Western Virginia were
“improved” by federal agencies using “emergency”
funds. The streams were “improved” to the point
that they would no longer support gamefish
populations. At $50,728 a mile, it would cost a
staggering $40,606,400 to improve these 800 miles of
streams so that they could again provide habitat for
fish. Over 40 million dollars to put back what the

The costs presented here are very
conservative, since only material and labor was

add considerably to the iotal costs involved.

As trout fishermen and conservationists, these
startling facts should kindle a rededication in each
of us to fight the terrible process of channelization
wherever it threatens our streams. The high costs of
channelization can no longer be tolerated.

throughout the nation. but that no clesrcutting
contracts will be sold for national forests in West
Carolina. The clearcutting ban is now permanent on
national forests in those states. including the
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The picture shows a shower head poking up electricity, gasoline, and other fuels. You watch return.

from the Martian rubble of & strip mine. television. cook meals, read and listen to music. Is it fear of futility? After 25 years as the
But then you spoiled it by sending me with the “We at the power company are bad guys too. shining heroes of American industrial euphoria, do
November bill for my house in Duo a piece of ranting We make and sell the power that helps make your you now feel unjustly cast as the dark villains of &
nonsense entitled “THE BAD GUYS™: home comfortable and your life a bit easier. We decade of depression? But nobody says you're
*“Chances are you are among the bad guys. You make and sell the power that is necessary for villains now, more than you were really heroes
know ~ greedy, wasteful, polluting. A small minority almost any job you can think of. then. You were then and are now human along with
of very vocal pecople think of you this way because “Actually, electric utility companies are worse the rest of us, making human efforts and hum an
they want to turn back the calendar and stop all guys than you. We think that our nation should be mistakes as we all try to keep warm and fed and
progress. building more power supply facilities. Why? have a little time left over for talking and thinking
“You're a bad guy all right. You use appliances Because we're almost certain there will be power and loving.
that make life more pleasant than it used to be. shortages in our country before 1980. Our economy 1 will say no more of Bad Guys if you will
“You probably bave an eutomobile and it is depends upon electric power. If the economy is promise the same. Instead 1 wish you all
important to the way you live. Most likely you have & forced further down by power shortages, we'll have Appalachisan Powe ppy and prosperous new
job. And your job simply could not exist without 8 much more serious unemployment problem than year and invite you to Jackson's Mill on Janua
ensrgy, tools and the use of resources. we have today. 97 discuss nod fellowship our common

630 Big Ones on Shavers Fork

Want to raise some hell? Anyone who reads the The source of the applicant’s legal right 10 enter and
Voice regularly is familiar with the overblown file conduct operations on the land to be covered by this
on Shavers Fork and the disasters which constantly permit application is by Lease Agresment. The following is
befall it. SMA 1787, reprinted below from its a listing of all active surface mining permits now held by the

: . spplicant. 61-74P, SMA 1208.
The reputed owner of all surfece area within five
hundred feet of any part of the proposed disturbed land in
this application is The Mower Lumber Company, Durbin,

1 Virginia, '
keeping in mind that the permit will undoubtedly be The names and addresses of every officer, partner,
approved and, if not. EE will probably mine anyway. director and applicant are: Mr. Philip Weber, President, 108
unmolested by the West Virginia strip mining law, Pine Ridge Drive, Beckiey, West Virginia; Garnie Stidham,
wherever it is, do so to all or anyone of the following Vice President, P.O. Box 1147, Beckiey, West Virginis;
persons: Carol Roles, Secretary-Treasurer, P.O. Box 1147, Beckley,

Arch Moore, Governor, State of West Virginia West Virginia. Energy Enterprises, inc., any subsidiary,
: sffiliate, or any person controlled by or under common

control with applicant has not had a surface mining permit




The Mid-Allegheny Corporation has requested
an application to deep mine in the Cranberry Back
Country. The application is due to be filed with the
Department of Natural Resources, sometime before
the end of 1975.

Senator Jennings Randolph has suc-
ceeded in getting another $15 million for
construction on the Highland Scenic Highway.
The money would be used to complete the 9
miles of road remaining between Williams
River and Rt. 219. That is $1.6 million per mile.

The West Virginia Department of Natural
Resources has agreed to provide the U.S. Corps of
Engineers “the opportunity to review and furnish
comments” on a surface mine application by
Nu-Way Mining on the Little Kanawha river above
the Corps’ $42 million Burnsville Lake Project -
“when a surface mine application has been filed".
(The legal advertisement has already appeared.)
According to Campaign Clean Water, Nu-Way is
owned by R.N. White Contracting. which was
prosecuted at least twice in 1974 for “speil beyond
permit area’.

This promise was achieved by a longish chain
of requests — local residents to Campaign Clean
Water to the Conservancy to Representative Harley
0. Staggers to the Corps to the DNR. Over to you. Ira
S. Latimer, Jr.

The U.S. House of Representatives struck $6
billion of Federal loan guarantees™ for oil
shaie and coal gasification plants (mostly strip
mining in the West) from the Energy Resesarch
and Development Administration Authoriza-
tion Act. The vote was 263 to 140 against, and
was led by what the Sierra Club’s National
News Report calls “a very unusual and
effective liberal-conservative coalition™ in-
cluding our own Ken Hechler.

In a gesture widely ballyhooed by American
news media, the “'prestigious’’ ([Newsweek,
December 1) Krupp Foundation (based on the
profits of Germany's heavy industry and arms
manufacturer) awarded a *“newly established”
prize for outstanding contributions to “energy
production friendly to the environment"” to West
Germany's biggest strip miner. The award was for
$200.000. The compeny's pre-tax profit last year
was $33 million. Since World War 1l 44 villages
have disappeared (and been rebuilt) resettling
19,720 residents. More than half the reclaimed area
has been covered with 33 varieties of trees.

“Before the company came in, that area was
covered by monotonous wheat fields™ said Norbert
Endell, chief ecologist of the German Federation of
Engineers, according to Newsweek. “From the
environmental viewpoint, we're better off now."

Reporting the same story, the Washington Post
(December 4) points out that the bulk of Germany's
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