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This month we are overlooking the citizen's right
and duty on how to write to your elected or appointed
public officials. After having written bundreds of
letters over the past ten years in conservaticn, I have
learned a certain amount of do's, don’t's, and what you
might expect in the way of reply to enable me to pass
on to those of you who would like to help out at home.

The most important thing to remember is to direct
your letter to the person who will most likely be able to
help you the most. Letters written to the White House
for instance mever get to the boss, but instead are
referred to some other agency for an answer, usually
the agency you have written in complaint about.
Letters ad to the head of some agency such as
the Chief of the Forest service or the Director of the
Rsh and Wildlife Service are intercepted by people
whose sole job is to answer letters from John Q. Public.
They have e numberof standard replies to which they
plug in a few references about the item you have
written. The letter always ends with some
congratulatory note on how proud they are that you
have taken an interest in their domain and you, you
poor sap, have been bought offt Once you get the
standard brush off, do NOT consider your job done.
You are now ready to mount Phase II.

There is a very old story about the town fool who
buys a stubborn mule from the local wags who have
gathered to make sport of the poor fellow’s vain at-
tempt at getting the beast to move. Instead of the usual
“giddy-up” entreaties, our hero picks up a 2 x 4 and
whacks the beast with it right across the eyes. He
then has no trouble geiting the mule to gee or haw.
When asked why in the hell he bounced the board off
the mule’s gourd, our boy replied. “First, you gotta get
their attention.”” Well that’s your job, you've got to get
their attention and one letter alone almost never does
it. You must then follow up your letter with a number of
techniques depending on how mad you are and the
gravity of the situation. Your next letter must point out
the ainadequacy of the reply you received and then
proceed to point out explicitly what it was you wanted
to know. The exchange between Bill Brundage and Ben
Greene that appeared in last month’s Voice is an
excellent example of how citizens are given the brush
off and what you have te do to get a satisfactory
answer, Don't be insulting, but don’t worry about being
pushy either because they are getting paid to work for
the public. and that is yqu.

It also helps to direct similar inguiries to other
officials who have interest in your commenfs or
complaint and to point out to them the inadequacy of
the response to your first effort. For instance, after
months of brush offs from the Fish and Wildlife Service
brass, we sent letters to the Asst. Sec'y. of the Interior,
both Senators, the Appalachian Regional Commission.
the Department of Transportation, the President's
Council on Environmental Quality, and the top
conservation writers in the country. Eventually the
dude in question came to regret that he had even ever
heard of the WVHC and the Bowden Fish Hatchery and
this is the main point, it is the noisy wheel that gets the
oil. It is a sad comment, but an unfortunate one that
this is the way it has to be. You must realize that such
bureaucrats receive dozens if not hundreds of such
leiters. Their standard replies probably take care of
95% of the people who write in. But West Virginia has
nursed the distal mammary far too long and it ie your
job to place problems of the Highlands right at the top
of the list. '

Please do not think | am exaggerating. Every single
gain that any member of the Conservancy has achieved
has only been achieved by such constant, untiring ef-
fort. It took eight years of constant vigil and perserve-
rance to acquire wilderngss protection for the areas in
the state (and don’t you dare think the battle is over-in
fact the real one for the Cranberry and Otter Creek
hasn't even begun!). It takes Bill Brundage, our most
patient and soft spoken member, many phone calls and
letters to really accomplish very littie. Not that he is
ineffecient or ineffective, on the contrary! He has to do
this in order to overcome the ponderous way in which
government works. ’

Now, what should the letter contain. It should

/

feel about such action. Do not under any

right away, be slow to boilj in your first encounter. If
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you. Don't expect one politician to tell you
thinks of another one’s efforts or to answer
personal or philosphical question. These will
correctly ignored.

Now don't be afraid of getting the right address
(this is often the excuse 1 hear when I ask someone if i
they have writtdh so and so a lstter). Actually, you

vl

Covernment officials can be reached usually through
their department, such as Department of the Interior.
Your problem is a little more complex when dealing
with officials from regional offices. Here you need to
know more specific addresses. If it's names you want,
go to the local library and ask them for the West
Virginia Bluebook. They will know what you mean; if
not you need a library. They should also be able to
provide other needy reference material.

What follows now is sort of a who's who and a
rating for each of people you would commonly need to
write. In general, most everyone in the DNR is a poor
responder. The very worst is Director Latimer. Even if
he bothers to answer you at all, his response is usually
meaningless. Most Division Chiefs do not like to write
letters except possibly for Kermit McKeever. Ben
Creene usually responds although  his answer may

Your chances of getting a reply from Covernor
Moore are 50/50, the answer has been prepared by

Originally getting a reply from the Dept. of
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you which say nothing more than they got your letter. If

. you want to get in touch with Mr. Staggers. call him at

bome on the weskends, at 788-1208.

Next comes Senator Byrd. At the present time, Mr.
Byrd prefers to spend more of his time with his duties
whip, but
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How any of these people react o me may aot be the
same in which they will resct o you, but by all means
keep trying. The biggest ?r-- make is to
ru-nmu-ql:m-—
people think the same way. Your task is to present your
case in such a way as (o secure an answer. Having &

wildflower enthusiast. You are not

member or a _




Wiy the Crabery Back Comty

Is Net Otter Creek

by Ron Nardway
A couple of years ago Otter Creek was
faced with the unpleasant prospect of
extensive core drilling operations within its
boundaries. Island Creek Coal Company,
owners of the mineral rights in Otter Creek,
had decided to find out exactly what it was

they owned. Regardless of the fact that Otter

Creek was being reviewed by Congress as a
potential National Wilderness Area, Island
Creek had laid down plans to build a network
of roads throughout the area to get to their
coredrilling sites. The Forest Service,
stewards of the Otter Creek surface, went
along with Island Creek’s roadbuilding plans
because the Forest Service hoped to log the
entire watershed anyway and would have to
do less roadwork themselves.

It is difficult to think of all that happened
in Otter Creek as history. yet history it now is
that the Conservancy took offense against
both Island Creek and the Forest Service, and
sued them jointly to prevent the roadbuilding:

crder :
5 core

before Cangress had decide vhether or net Otter Creek

Pack horses in the prepssed Otter Cresk Wilderness. The W.Va.
the pre . l“.*ﬁ“.”“.ﬂﬁwh“mhmh (:u:;::_
X ' method that not permanently harm t

instead.ith- totransporithe rigs by a - Aoy b s

Cranberry mineral situation and how it
differs from that of Otter Crek. In a series of
letters exchanged between Don and
Monongahela Forest Service Supervisor
Ralph Mumme the following facts have been
brought to light.

1. The mineral rights in Cranberry were
separated from the surface rights sometime
before the Federal Government purchased
the surface rights. Therefore, the mineral
rights are what is called “outstanding,” and
thg government had no opportunity to
acquire any control over the exercise of the
mineral rights when it bought the surface.

This was not the case in Otter Creek.
When Otter Creek was purhcased by the
government the mineral rights were reserved
by the previous surface owners. Neverthe-
less the mineral owner was placed under the
Secretary of Agriculture’'s Rules and
Regulations of 1911. These Rules and
Regulations require the mineral owner to file
a plan of operations with the Forest Service
before doing anything on the surface to get to
the minerals. Thus, the Forest Service had a
degree of control over mineral owner
activities, and the court decision forced the
Forest Service to exercise this control by

Island Creek's plan of operations.
with the Forest Service before doing anything
en the surface to get to the minerals. Thus,
the Forest Service had & degree of control
over mineral owner activities, and the court
decision forced the Forest Service to exercise
this control by rejecting Island Creek’s plan
of operations.

Since the mineral rights in Cranberry are
outstanding the Forest Service had no control
over Mid-Allegheny's core drilling plans.
Mid-Allegheny is not required to file a plan of
operations.

2. The seriousness of this deficiency is
not apparent until one realizes that
Mid-Allegheny holds the Cranberry minerals
under a broad form deed. For those unfami-
liar with this legal institution. the modern-
day equivalent of the Dutch agreement to

Highlands Conservancy had obtained a court

chaice betwesn transperting the care sampling rigs by helicopter er pack horses, the mineral owner chose the

the rigs. which had 1o be

purchase Manhattan from the Indians, read

Harry Caudill's Night
Cumberlzands.

An excerpt from the Cranberry deed will
suffice in showing what the Back Country is
in for: the mineral owner (Mid-Allegheny
Corporation) has the “right to enter upon and
under said granted lands and make and
construct all necessary structures, railroads,
roads, ways. excavations, air shafts, drains,
and openings necessary or convenient for
mining and removal of the said coal and other
minerals. . . without being liable for any
infjury or damage done thereby to the
overlying surface.”

And there is not a thing the Forest
Service can do about it

3. The Eastern Wilderness Act signed in
January by President Ford (Public Law
93-622) which creates the Cranberry
Wilderness Study Area. does not provide any
method or funds for acquiring minerals
during the study period. Initial estimates
indicate that it may be mid-1978 before the
Forest Service is ready to recommend
Congressional action on Cranberrv. During
that time, and until Congress acts, no
minerals can be purchased under Cranberry
unless there is a special appropriation.

In interpreting the wording of Public
Law 93622 the USDA General Counsel's
Office decided that since Congress failed to
remedy the conflict between privately-owned
minerals in publicly held land on Wilderness
Study Areas, the only response possible to
such conflict was to hope that the mineral
owners would not abuse the surface in any
way which would harm the wilderness values
of the area. Mid-Allegheny has already

Comes to the

suashed that hope bv continuing its
road-building to core drill sites in Cra: Herry.

4. The USFS has contacled Mid-All  heny
and asked them to veoluntarily ceas their
prospecting operations until the wil. rness
study is completed. Mid-Allegheny «  octed
the roguest. and replied th.l it would Jform
the Forest Service in a few months a' at its
mining plans. The Fores! Service « n de

nothing except sit back «d wait.
Those are the reasons .. hy the Cra berry
Back Country is not Otte: Creek. .



Route 60 flooded by Meadow River, December 1973. [Photo by Jennis Studic, Raimelle.

Does strip mining increase flooding in this State?
If so., why? And is there any remedy?

These are grave questions in a State where strip
mining is 8 major industry and where most people live
in narrow valleys which they share with tempestuous
mountain creeks. The answers to these questions are:

* Strip Mining does increase flooding.

* Because it drains the hills and silts the valleys.

* We have to assess the costs and charge them to
those who cause them.

Research tells the tale

The only reliable test for whether stripping
increases flooding is to take two geographically similar
watersheds, one stripped and one not, and measure
the water draining out of them. What we are looking
for is not, in general, a different in the total flow over
the year but a difference in the distribution of the flow.
Waler enters the watershed in storms and thaws -
irregularly. If the land of the watershed acts to smooth
out this irregularity there will be few problems
downstream, but if it accentuates the irregularity
there will be alternating problems of flood and
drought.

The hard evidence to date is in studies by Collier
and others on Beaver Creek, Ky.. Curtis in Breathitt
County. Ky.. and Corbet! in south-west Indiana. Both
Kentucky studies show increased irregularity and the
Indiana study shows decreased - i.e. in Kentucky
stripping increases floods and in Indiana it decreases
them. There are as yet no studies in West Virginia, so
we have a difficulty of extrapolation - is West Virginia
more like Kentucky or more like Indiana?

Our man in Charleston was
sneaking through a well-known public
office a few days ago, on the alert for
suspicious looking white papers
containing weird drawings. He passed a
desk on which rested a hand-printed
sign reading “DEAD". Intrigued by the
idea our agent paused for a closer look.
Atop the desk was a sheet of imprinted
stationery headed ‘““Department of
Environmental Activities Denatured”.
The message on the paper was brief —
“Dear Bill: This ought to do it to the
bastards! Yrs., Sandy.”

Our agent picked up the paper with
shaking hands, and quickly raised the
sheet to see what lay beneath. To his
glee a white paper with weird drawing
lay exposed to his penetrating glance.
He immediately shipped out his
Qwik-Shot Environmental Spy Kamera
(patent pending) and photographed the
weird drawing.

THE HIGHLANDS VOICE has
decided to publish, without comment,
the fruit of our spy's labor. Readers of

The most obvious difference is that the Kentucky
sites are hilly (an average drop of 1 in 20 in the Collier
study) while Indiana is flat (an average drop in 1 in 300
in Corbett's study). On this dimension West Virginia is
more like Kentucky - and therefore in this State strips
increase flooding.

This interpretation is accepted by Curtis and
Corbet!, but not, perhaps, by Ben Greene, chief
regulator of strip mines for the State of West Virginis,
who wrote to me “The generally accepted theory for
many areas is based upon work completed by Den M.
Corbett” - i.e. the Indiana results.

Drains in the Hills

What in the process of stripping in this State
increases floods? The quick answer is: drains in the
hills. The natural condition of the West Virginia hills is
wet, which is good for the trees and for downstream
communities. But strip mines function as if designed to
drain them.

mostly no more than one or two feet deep. The water
storage of a Wes! Virginia hill is in the scil. It is
eternally wet because the water is slowly but
continually percolating in the soil from the top of the

in the

ssams
and runs out al springs or mine openings, or soaks
back into the soil.

the VOICE can decide for themselves
what it is, where it is supposed to be,
and whether or not it is for real. If

if you wanted to drain the hills, how would you do
it? You would girdle the hillside. trenching the soil in &
bank aeround the mountain top. You could then
intercept the water that is sesping in the sail above the
trench and channelise it If you dig the trench st the
leval of the coal you can also capture the underground
watsrcourses that are in the seams. Thus the methods

‘reclamation’ do much to correct this drainage.
Regrading covers the tremch but its preserves its
function (just like a tile drain works in a farmer’s field
even covered with earth). Revegstation makes the
trench green again, but the very nature of the species
recommended by the State of West Virginia for strip
vegetation — crown wveich, sericea lespedeza. tall
" fescus, black locust, white pine - reveal that the
trench has decreasd the natural moisture of the West
Virginia hills — for these are droughty species. -
Mad in the Velleyr

Greenbrier County strips. claims that sedimentation

Oflan.o.‘ C-. round
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mineral development rights within the watershed. The
report cites several instances ( the R.D. Bailey dam in
Wyoming County for one) where the Corps has made
no effort to exercise this right.

Flood Insurance

Is there any way 1o prod the Corps out of its
do-nothing comfort? | think there is = by recognizing
that there is one imperative for a bureaucracy more
impelling than comfort -~ survival. The public work
function of the Corps will not survive if it comes 1o
appear irrelevant to the public welfare. and the threat
of this is at least larger than a speck on the horizon. A
remarkable piece of legislation passed in 1973 - the
Flood Disaster Protection Act - implicitly threatens the
Corps’ traditional concrete attack on flood problems by
offering an abstract alternatuve. It requires
communities 1o institute flood plain zoning (all new
buildings in the path of a 100 year flood mus! be flood
resistant), with the carrot of subsidized food
insurance for existing buildings and the stick of
withholding all federal real estate building or buying
assistance in [floodplains in non-complying
communities.

The ecological interest of this program is that it
emphasizes that ecological questions are not questions
of absoclute right and wrong but of relative cost of

different policies and who will bear them. The program
bribes and cajoles flood prone communities to avoid

R r - RS-l
. e 3 % iy e N g i S |
! : ; e ......-l Dy X ! .. : .vu.rl . o ‘oo
- £ A g : i ke L building damageable buildings below the level of past
Strigping by Leckie Smokeless Coal. Meadow River Watershed. Greenbrier County. October 1973 |Phote 100-year floods If floods are higher and more (requent

in the future, as they will be if there are bad practices
by Koven Mickell} such a8 mountain stiripping upstream, those
communities will begin to think of programs that bribe
ponds have solved the problem. but according to the has responsibility for controlling floods in an area also and cajole upstream landowners to mend their ways
Polk Cresk study of the Soil Conservation Service cited has suthority to lax or manage land use in the Then when the political options of balancing
by Campeign Clean Water, 55% of suspended solids watershed above it. downstream prudence agains! upstream restraint are
pass right through a system of sedimentation ponds. The US. Army Corps of Engineers undoubtedly carried by the communities themselves. the Corps can
?l'igriii has the data for many watersheds on which a be freed from its clumsy preoccupation with dams and
sccumulates in two locations: tranquil lightly sloped determined analyst couid decide the assessment. The ditches to apply its truly fine ecological skills to
seoctions of river, and in artificial lakes behind dams. In Corps is intimately involved with Watershed researching where the options truly are.
the first case it clogs drainage in the valley bottoms Improvement Schemes under P.L. 566 — the prediction
where most people live, and in the second it destroys of costs and benefits, the planning, design, Enduring for Truth
the ‘flood control’ function of the dams by filling the construction. and subsequen! annual inspections for
spece that was designed for water (and it hastens the maintenance and effectiveness. In addition the Corps . In the Conservancy we have the great privilege of
for tarraces of mud, the future destiny of all these stripping on several watersheds in West Virginia. The than our love of the mountains. But with this privilege
dams). Corps has the data and the skill to interpret it - but at comes an unpleasant burden - that of bearing and
present it is reluctant 1o jump into this hot spot. exposing unpleasan! truths like 'strip mining in this
Assess the Costs The political line is to ensure that the agency that State causes floods' agains! the natural opposition of
controls the floods also controls the watershed. It turns all unpleasant truths. We have to endure until the
Action to control stirpping and flooding must take out that the Corps has this right and then declines to truth becomes so obvious to the community at large
two lines: we need to be able to assess the cost of exercise it. A 1974 report by the House Committee on that community agencies such as the Corps or the
stripping in terms of flood damege for a given ﬁigsixﬁ.ﬁgi Department of Natural Resources are free to act on it
watershed in dollars per year per additional acre of the Department of the Interior land acquisition policy as solidly and righteousiy as if they had admitted it all
stripping. and we need to ensure that any agency thst for reserveir projects requires tha ‘subordinate’ elong.
Kumbrabow Controversy SUIVEyel em——
Recently the Department of Natural Rescurces Forest is a betrayal of the purpose for which abundance around Morgan's Run, the heart of the
announced that plans were being laid to sell 2.4 million the Forest was established. . . It was proposed 400 acre imber sale. Mrs. Wilson's fears for
board feet of timber on Kumbrabow State Forest. The established, according to Governor Kump, these unique trees were substantiated in Moore's
announcement has caused shock and consternation that West Virginians and their children in letter when the Governor pointed out that “The sale
among environmentalists and legislators. The future years might see the neares! will be made on a selection basis which means that
Highlands Conservancy has decided to investigate the spproximation of what West Virginia looked every tree to be removed will have been designated by
situation thoroughly, and report to the general like when covered by great hardwood forests a spot of paint. Only the larger or defective and
membership exactly wha! is going on. in the time of their ancestors. . . To cut the 400 deformed trees will be removed leaving the medium
Kumbrabow State Forest, created in 1834 during the acres of forest on Morgan's Run where and small sizes for future harvest.” The “larger” trees
administration of Governor H.G. Kump, covers nearly residual trees measure 40 inches in diameter referred to by Moore are the remaining species of
10.000 acres of choice woodland in Randolph County. 5 for some maples and 20 to 30 inches for some virgin timber on Morgan's Run.
—miles sast of Pickens. The area has besn protecied cherry trees means that West Virginia has o Viust W o .
from environmental abuses since its creation, while had it again. l.flt_it.ﬂa.u:.l! Srestry, Managere
. a meeting in Charleston on February
the surrounding sres has been strip mined and 28 to discuss plans for e Kumbeubaw scle. AMNondh
timbered to excess. Kumbrabow forms an island of Mrs. Wilson has thus far waged a lonely figh S B u.iir.,_:ﬁ?ﬁ!!arlalt
innocence, surrounded by the murky waters of the against the proposed timber sale in Kumbrabow. bu —etry

the proposed sale. they were surprised by the nearly

Back Pork of Elk to the west. Elk River to the south. she has waged it with vigor. She wrote a strong letter
Tygart River and Shavers Fork to the east and to Governor Arch Moore protesting the ssle, and Eljcﬁa.stﬂssn&a.ﬂisﬁ.hﬂtﬁl
environmentalists sre femiliar with the critical According to the Governor's letter “All state forests r.-.—_ 1o bold Erin.lﬂ.l- “‘-E"
environmental situation facing each of those were acquired for the purpose of multiple use aning pu "
watersheds. management. . . the philosophy of muitiple use include The importance of the resclution of the
. The hesdwalers of the Back Fork of Elk and the Left the production of wood products. wildlife for the Kumbrabow question was summarized by Mrs. Wilson
- u‘r&t‘jhﬂq%.!—“ is"i-l“nil-ﬂ !Ei#rliﬂa.;”z“
Kumbrabow. Cresk. one maijor tributaries recreation. reclors: issue cu Ireas
the upper Tygart River. also comes down out of the Mrs. Wilson pointed cut to the Conservancy Board ”.Irirn!rrq-r-%:_l"liil
mountains of Kumbrabow of Directors thet she was present in 1034 when Natural Resources and the Governor only te
Conservancy member Carcline Brady Wilson is Kumbrsbow was established.and that Governor Kump beginning of harvesting trees in the people’s forests.
leading the fight against the proposed timber sale. In made no mention of a multiple use concept for Other sales are being considered in other state
“an open lstier 1o the Conservancy Board of Directors Kumbrabow. Rather. he envisioned it as a permanent forests.”
and general membership, delivered at the April 12 memento of the forests of the past. where West
WVHC board meeting at Jacksom’s Mill, Mrs. Virginians could see for themselves what a virgin The Kumbrabow timber sale has taken on the
Wilson stated: forest looked like. character of being a precedent for similar sale
Only & smell fraction of Kumbrabow is virgin proposals which will arise in the future. Conservancy
- The and members are pu! on notice to watch the situstion
St e L

Fa



1. The meeting was called to order by President
Charlie Carlson at 1:15 pm

2. In the absence of the Secretary, no minutes were
available for the previous meeting.

3. The Treasurers Report was read and approved
(enclosed)

4. Communications regarding the seating of new
Board members were received. Bruce Bond will
henceforth represent the Kanawha Trail Club. and
Robert ]. Tabor will represent the W.Va. Scenic Trails
Conf

5. Dave Elkinton moved that Bob Burrell be relieved of
his position from the Board since Dave had nominated
Bob from the floor at the Annual Meeting without Bob's
agreement, and Bob wishes that seat to be filled by a
previously uninvolved member. Seconded and passed.
joe Rieffenberger and Dave Elkinton were appointed to
present a nomination for a replacement at the next
meeting. Jeanette Fitzwilliams asked that the
Secretary send out with the notice of the next meeting
a complete list of names and addresses of current
Board members and officers.

Charlie Carlson read two letters from groups who
had been notified to replace their Board representa-
tives because of lack of attendance. Both the Audubon
Society of W.Pa. and the Mountain Club of Md.
apologized for not being more active, but expressed a
continuing interest in WVHC activities.

8. leanette Fitzwilliams moved that parlicipating
organizatiens that do not wish to stay on the Board, but
desire to be kept informed. be sent mailings to Board
members such as minutes and other important
matters. Seconded and passed.

7. The Board restated its previous pelicy to allow the

Dolly Sods and Otter Creek guides to go out of print
when the present supply is exhausted.
Jean Rodman moved that the prices of guides be
increased as follows: All gnides be increased to $3.00
retail and wholesale prices raised accordingly.
Seconded and passed.

8. Motion to change date of audit from Nov. 31 to Dec.
31 to coincide without fiscal year. Seconded and
passed.

9. Our changes in tax status is still pending with the
IRS. Dave Elkinton is to contact Tom King to see if he
has the charter that cannot be found.

10. Jeanette Filzwilliams reported that a permit system
has been established for Dolly Sods and Otter Creek to

USFS Buys Last
of Otter Creek

The last inholding on the Otter Creek
Watershed has been purchased by the Forest
Service, according to Monongahela National
Forest Supervisor, Ralph Mumme.

Mumme said that 180 acres of surface land,
owned by Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Haynes of
McLean, Virginia, had been purchased under the
authority of the Eastern Wilderness Act, passed
by Congress last January.

The inholding included a 1% mile section of
Otter Creek itself, and 180 acres of surrounding
area. The purchase now places the entire 20,000
acres of the Otter Creek watershed under the
ownership of the U.S. Forest Service.

Minutes of Spring Board M

April 12, 1975
Jacksen’s Mill, WV

assist in reseaich on who the users are and their

interests, and to promote better behavior by the users.
It is hoped permits will not have to be used as a
mechanism to limil use.

11. Carolyn Brady Wilson read a statement on concern
about the proposed timber sale on Kumbrabow State
Forest. There was a full discussion about the state
forest system, its purposes and uses. Several people
felt unable to make a decision withou! more informa-
tion. and requested a Voice article and pictures.
Several felt that we should not go on record against
timbering on all state forests, but that the Kumbrabow
case should be considered on its own merits.

Jeanette Fitzwilliams moved that we oppose the cutt-
ing of any stand containing these unigue and very
unusually large trees in Kumbrabow State Forest, and
so signify to the authorities. Seconded and passed.

Joe Rieffenberger moved we recommend tc the DNR
Forestry Division that a minimum of 100 acres in each
state forest be declared a preserve and no cutting be
allowed. Seconded and passed.

12.ChnrﬁeCnrlsmupnrmdmaulﬁn¢wlﬁlhal

Dept. of Agriculture concerning the eradication of the
multi-flora rose by chemicai pellets. Bird lovers are
very concerned that the timing will be such that many
nesting birds will be killed. No action was taken, but it
is hoped en article for the Veice can be prepared.

13. Dave Elkinton reported for Bob Burrell that the
WVHC has been asked to endorse a Down the
Potomac in August to draw attention to Potomac
River looking toward its becoming a National River
through legislation. Motion made, seconded and
passed to do so.

14. Dave Elkinton asked for Board reaction to an idea
of a special anniversary celebration for the WVHC
around its tenth birthday. There was limited support
expressed, but no clear-cut date is available to take as
our birth. Perhaps a later time is more appropriats.

15. Charlie Carlson asked permission to loan the
WVHC's Tom Allen Owl Print, awarded last year by
the Audubon Society to the WVHC, to the Kanawha

State Forest for safe-keeping. Approved.

1s.mmmumrdwmm

focus on the Cranberry Area. Tentatively the dates’

are the third weekend in Oct., but the committee may
reconsider.

17. Corridor H.

Lowell Markey reported on his economic analysis of
Corridor H end the recent trip to Washingten to
present it to the ARC. Sen. Randalph’s staff and others
as reported in the April Veice.

Charlie Carlson reported on a meeting March 29 in
Elkins in which it was that caverns found and
water supply for the Bowden Hatchery are
endangered. Several agencies, Fish and Wildlife,
Forest Service. DNR, efc. are very concerned and are
moving toward opposition to further work on Corridor
H unless and until further study and justification is
forthcoming. This has been our position consistently.
Charlie also read a very strong letter from the Fish and
Wildlife Service Regional office to the DOH threatening
court action if the DOH doesn’t file an environmental

impact statement and provide adequate assurances

for protection of the Halchery.

Jim Hinson suggested an attorney in Philadelphia that
has won a series of such cases. Bob Sugarman, be

asked to assist our local attorney, Mr. Sweeney, in

Grafton.

Nick Lozano moved tbnlweenﬁmr&doinﬂbhiﬁbd
on our behalf as soon as mmmmmw.
judgement. Seconded and passed.

18. Nick Zvegintzov introduced Tom Bragg and
Kenneth Parker from the Upper West Fork Watershed
Association in Lewis County, where we are holding this
meeting. This group opposes a Corps of Engineers Dam.’
Stonewall Jackson Dam. proposed to prevent flooding
in Weston. They propose instead a system of Soil
Congervation Service small dams. They answered
questions and explained their groups work more fully.
Nick Lozano moved that we support the Upper West
Fork Watershed Asso. in their oppostion to the
Stonewall Jackson Reservoir. Seconded and passed.

" Joe Rieffenberger later moved that we give Upper West

Fork Watershed Asso. $100 for their legal expenses.
Seconded and passed.

24. The next board meeting will be in July

“ﬂ”m"-ﬂﬂ-lmm
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Treasurer: Arthur Foley: 670 Gordon Dr.:
Charleston. WV 25314 ;

Secretary: Stauffer Miller: Box 568.

. Moorefield. WV 26836
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The March 1975 issue of the Veice carried an
article by Reid A. Bryson, entitled “The Lessons of
Climatic History."" Climate, for practical purposes, may
be defined as a matter of average temperatlures,
prevailing winds, and normal rain and snowfall
Further, for meteorclogical purposes, a period at
least thirty years is the minimum for determining
“average’’ temperatures and “normal” rsin and
snowfall.

Unfortunately, from the standpoint of the ecologist
most of man’s large-scale assaults upon the landscape
have happened with in the past twenty-five years or
less. Thus. there are no climatic records for this period
which can be cempared with earlier periods. For this
reason, recent ecological events must be compared in
terms of weather. And weather, for all practical
purposes, is the state of the atmosphere with regard to
heat or cold, wetness or dryness, calm or storm, and
clearness or cloudiness.

~ Man’s own works have somewhat altered the
weather and climate. Cities, with their concentrations
of heat-absorbing structures and heating machinery,
are generally warmer both winter and summer than is
the surrounding countryside. Both climate and
weather vary somewhat within a region because of

—— OMINg

The annual Cheat River Float Trip, sponsored by
the Conservancy, is a sure sign of Spring as a budding
trillium. This year the river binge will be held the
weekend of May 17-18. Those desiring to challenge the
moderate current of the Cheat between Parsons and
St. George are requested to gather at the St. George
bridge, just off WV Rt. 72, no later than 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 17., and this trip will explore the river
downstream from St. George. Primitive camping areas
are available for those who wish to stay overnight and
take both trips. The Cheat River Float Trip is the best
opportunity available to view the watershed which the
proposed Rowlesburg dam would inundate. Call Bob
Burrell in Morgantown, [304] 509-1446, a few days
before the trip lo insure that water conditions are
adequate.

This is also the season for wildflower viewing, and
a plethora of nature tours are coming up.

JOIN THE WEST VIRGINIA
HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY

We travel together, passengers on » little
space ship, dependent on its vidnerable reserves of
air and soil; all committed for our safety to its
security and peace preserved from annihilation

vogue since the end of World War II. The Interstate
Highway system, with it’s sister Appalachian Highway
system, has been under construction for more than a
decade. Urban renewal is taking a heavy toll of older

The 14th Annual Wildflower

|

April 28, priced at $12.00.

For birdwatchers the 1975 Brooks Bird Club Foray
is now organizing. There will be two sessions of the
Foray, both headquartered at the Raleigh County 4-H
Camp, Icoated off W.VA. Rt. 3 near Daniels, five miles
southeast of Beckley. The first session will be held for
one week, from May 31 to June 7. Reservation to attend
this session must be made by May 10. The second -
session will run from June 28 to fuly 5, and ressrvation
for this session must be made by June 10. Cost for each
session of the BBC Foray is $65.00, and that includes
everything except transportation to and from the 4-H
Camp. Reservations should be sent to Brooks Bird Club,
Inc., 707 Warwood Ave., Whesling, WV 20003. -

can be had from Tom by getfing in touch with himat
48 West 36th St.. Baltimore, MD 21211 1! ek
‘The West Virginia Chapter of the Naturs
Saturday, May 10, at the Creenland Cap Ladge
Meeting time is 1:30 p.m. The Directors mesting is open
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