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Strip Strategy In "74
mining for coal has not gone away Governor Moore ha WRITE NOW:
- 8 allowed his Depart- . ’

{!‘ soud ::h.fe&l m‘g;:.“';iﬁ" 8:'-18' ment of Natural Resources to institute new The Honorable Morris K. Udall
aver increasi rate s‘lt‘t? I'l; T n;“ strip regulations that essential ly eliminate House of Representatives
slides f qttrl. ;. Sl thnm a ‘i ¥ spol banks and highwalls on the steeper Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs

rom pping accompanirg slopes. This move greatly reduces the prob- washington, D, C. 20515

destruction has been reduced in the last able off-site damages but | believe that it

several z:ﬂ here in West Virginia as cit- {5 porall and
y dependent ou the ssage of -

{:nmmm lbwt.::rct:tﬁ:t posed Federal strip mine le ?:Iattono— Elrﬁoyy The Honorable Patsy T. Mink

best temporaty w.-dptﬂlc::an:“ b; ::c:: ::l:-..“::yh to have a Federal law when House of Representatives "
. r Lla ’ {such as the Pennsyl- ng s a Tood eob‘ Committee on Interior and losular Affairs

¥ =~ Without Federal legislationWest Virginia Mashington, D. C. 2051%
rip Nim > :::-“-r:l e isintrouble though, There 15 & good prob-

.. Netvy ssias o] Iﬂ.: : : ﬂ'sr imsy  ability that West Virginis coal operators and

outs in one stors will m.m“" - wash- {11 return to methods of the late sixties Visatals CoRETSSSmIn
st adah which wrecked devastation on our people Your 2% bess Visginis T

O T Bty Cladk, The Senate has passed a bill which, Cthough e i

1f strip “111_' could be restricted far short of abolition, will reduce much of Collectively our voices ar y powe
to the ng mined, then it would the 111 effects of strl'pptna. 255 House of in Washington. You must know that the coal
be le. From an engineering stand- Representatives has ¢ cabis lesisletion industry not understand our persistence,
point without damage to adjoini but it appears that ‘m: Fnenbers :" B Sube They thought we would quit long ago. We are

is possible, but such a method o committee are boycotting committee meetings so close towinning a good part of our battle

& would not ecoriomically compet- in an effort to kill any possible chance of against strip mining -- don't give wp. Our
itive wi mining. By the same token legislation in this session of Congress efforcs to date have had considerable impact
our West Vi ltt‘it mine laws, if strict- .’:uu write - Tasttadntative and the on stripping in that methods now in use are
ly , would eliminate off-site dam- co~chairast of ¢ Hou-r Sl onslttos untlic less destructive, many of the most destruc-
age, but this same enforcement would econom- tive companies are gone, and that increased

B

. nd that
1y alisinate strip mining. :;‘mmbutf'a .W‘m““:ﬂ sent to the fioo®  costs ( into the millions of dollars ) have
of the House immediately. Time is running made stripping less attractive when compared

Keepat it ~~ let's not lose

out! This is your battle -- it can't be won to deep mining.
mmml{‘. West Virginia politicians go. oo 'by friends in Charleston. what has been gained.

have favored rul lnh:tryl?d au:;:t-

m ‘mh n ”‘ - not s

then why do the who live here in the BENSAS S

middle of fantastically sbundant natural re- Citizens to Abolish Strip Mining

sources suffer from the lack of adequate

=lﬁ pnuuu.,m.:::u.s s

sub-standard communi . mi L

has added insult to in s in that in many 3

instances it has from the slready l I Sls am
' leged a place to live. Their homes
| have 'm!y flooded end their roads,
' their s and their hills have been By Skip Johnson For example, John Sawhill, dorty admin-
: Ly m. the most iiberal istrator of the Federal Energy Office (FED )
| figures, svai to strip miners WASHINGTON, DC -- The nice thingabout t0ld a Washington Journalism Center seminar
| is only-7 % of the total svailable in the energy crisis {s that you can believe Nere last week that the crisis is all too
| m'n':n left no that Ilﬂ :nil:tr dd'w "in thu l-v'hu"'m“ " 0n the other hand Hendrik §. Houthakke

’ r . r - T

J g strip-mining continues, there ll?h et you wup. ! € " Harvard University professor of economics,
| : : v contended that the United States isn't too

bad shape, after all, in regard to its fossil

Agriculture ——
Committee Delays
Wilderness Decision

culture Committee, to which S. 316 will not be discussed before March
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coal for imported Rastern s Area bil . 3 20th,

&‘,‘“‘“ﬁhﬂ,hh :—m: m:l.:yil’tulztz Eavirommentalists are urging the Ag Com
t GCovernor followed cision. On Februsry the committee in- to S. 316 as out by the Sen-
nor Miltom of Pemn~  structed its staff to study it carefully and ate or Committee, and refer it back
mﬂ:_-l-ﬂ mehe rocommsndations st {ts next meeting to the Semste floor for a vote. The chair-
m 1 hﬂlﬁ.mrrm-.um = ‘ﬂlﬂt—ltmt:’l'ﬂue;-hln
“undercut Pemmsyl- sot sround to §, at that . Wouwe Interior Commi . John Melcher,

to restore ravaged strip Ml?‘t-. msetings are held on Che
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The Readers’ Voice

Snowshoe Unsound

Dear Sir,

The manner in which Snowshoe began its
development has its disturbing aspects
Despite its huge size and undeniably wide
ranging impact, Snowshoe was kept a secret
until after the deal was consummated. If
the news is such good news, then why was it
kept a secret? Most certainly a factor was
that there would have been comment on and ex-
amination of the soundness of the decision if
plans had been revealed before it was a fait
nci-_ngli. Rather than being a secret, a de-
velopment such as this, whichwill affect so
many people, should be the subject of rea-
soned comment by many groups of Yeople. To
do so can only be healthy in a pluralistic,
Yarticnpatory democracy. Althoughit is too
ate to affect the course of Snowshoe, hope-
fully some belated comment and examination
will be instructive and preventive.

b A,

How will the residents of Pocahontas
County be affected by Snowshoe? Ccrt.ntn'l{
the devel t acc myi Snowshoe wil
send the ce of land and cost of liv-
t:, in general, socaring. With dzvelorn
and out-of-state residents froma more afflu-
ent economic strata bidding up the price of
land, many natives may find that they can no
longer afford to live in their own count
and some families have been there over 2
years, a considerable time for white men in
this part of the country. Inaddition to its
economic impact the residents, Snowshoe
will strikingly affect their lifestyles and
the ical a rance of their county.

One only has to drive through the Pocono
Mountains of Pennsylvania to see "develop-
ment™ in its advanced stages. The recent
experiences of Vermont are another le

of the undesirable aspects of uncontrolled

Guest Editorial

Shoot Out ot Energy Gap

The world's attentionis finally focusing
on Che conservationist. Remember when we
were termed radieals, doomsayers, unpatri-
otic obstructionists ~- and a lot worse?

Remember when our cautions abou: un-
tempered consumption of America's natural
resources were called unreasoned and "“shoot
from the hip” approaches detrimental to the
national interest?

Some even called us "eco-freaks” because
we dared to suggest that man, through his
voracious appetite for convenience was eating
up the earth’s finite sources of energy.

All of a sudden the shoe is on the other
foot. The public is learning, for the first
time, that the real quick-draw experts are
the energy purveyors, who have both created
and nurtured the public’'s craving for more
nsource-up?mg products. If the "Joneses™
had showed off a canoe instead of a Cadillac,
the all-American family would be healthier
and more envirommentally awar. for having
tried to "keep up with" them,

The . gluttonous public and our federal
government don't deserve any s thy here
either., The former never 1uoke£‘Eyond the
nearest " on-off " switch at what produced
that almighty current, and the latter con-
tinues -to be so emmeshed in litics its
efforts to half the growing shortages are
laughable at best,

Just.one example: the new federal Energy
Office -- the one that replaced ex-Colorado
Gov. John Love because he advocated ration-
ing -~ announced regulations called for a 25
per cent ‘cut ingasoline production. A full
day went by before an Energy Office official
said, "We screwed up.” They had meant only
a 3 per cent reduction, he added.

is "crisis" didn't slip up on us any-
more than did yesterday's sunrise. Where
were the great corporate minds that plan so
well for the coming year's profit goals?
Wonder what the stockholders would do if
General Motors announced that sales would be
off 25 per cent next year because the s ly
of 1iron ore ran out on March 1, and zrl
isn't enough steel tomake new cars. well,
chat will nappen one
lieve it won't "slip up‘::‘ Genarsl Motors,
Junked autos, soup cans and old bed
will have long since bemn "reincarnated,

Are the oil industries less astute
planners than GM?  Should d.:’ t«hn?pm
ernment any less sharp than the major

industries (which produce many of the Cabinet
m‘l“h:s )? 0Of course not.

ar, t that we wouldn't
bleif m‘i‘?fﬂ. hadn't turned u.'."éi".:“a"
particularly galling. That's like saying
drowni is better than shooting yourself,
In either case you die. One jsut takes a

little longer. Certainly, it might not be
as bad this winter with A‘;h oil, but does
that mean that someday even the Saudis won't

Tun out? The American public {the natiomn's
stockholders) is also incensed, and ly
so, over industry's and 's lure

to prepare in advance for such an embargo.
That possibility was about as subtle as a
ctl‘:ut in the head with a two four. Yet,
the energy cartel is filling Newspapers
and air waves with pleas for eq-nun
makes wonder if there really wan't ad-
vanced planning for this crisis.

Why all this rhetoric? Aren't we ing

of it in the daily media?

the industry"s flim flam tactics turnup the
pressure for :n&c button extraction of what
the earth s lefr and it's
the strength of the conserva
like nothing before in his -

While conservationists are being lauded
as great prophets on one hand, we are being
crucified on the other -- for &-m.. the te-
merity to suggest that a time of cbr::::
is the most crucial time for wise stewa
ship of the land and its resources,

the National Envirommental
has suffered a severe blow in

Already,
?gicytfhct

t effort to get the Alaska line down
and carrying otl. Other M#” environ-
mental gains of the t few years are being
shunted aside in rush to get hydrocar-
bons out of the ground.

When Interior Secretary Morton was asked
at a recent press conference if the decision
to begin shale oil production was hurried
up because of the energy shr.rtage, he answer-
ed, "It i{s in the national interest.” How-
ever proper then, that explanation may cover
a multitude of knee - jerk envirormental a-
buses in the months to come. S

So, conservationists are contending with
both limelight and shadow at the same moment
in history. We are two-headed creatures
prophesying survival and doom, depending on
who talk n:hf. ’

one tryly good thing to come out o
this " shoot out at " will be &
very necessary belt - ttgt ng by American
consumers. The pace of resource exploitation
may well slow down after an initisl
as long as everyone industry, citizens
and government -- fully realize they can't
have their cake andeat it toa, It is irpmic
that we have all fought so hard umr
¢ross the energy conservation message, only
to have Johnny‘za.h turn around and sell it

R
to us on T.V. Makes one wonder.
(Qutdoor America, IWLA )

ng to tas
on movement

to

r

development. Snowshoe itself could very pos-
sibly be constructed in a manner pleasing
eye and -mt-u; inoffensive to the

l%ur, but what of the inevitable ac-
ments ) and
men

spread of tlckc:.&y ﬁ\l’llnr
pre - packaged plastic fantastic
franchised architecture? How pleasing to

the eye are they? -

The probably ecological effects of the
development are enormous. The Snowshoe a-
creage is located on the headwaters of the
Shavers Fork of Cheat River. This part of
the watershed of Shavers Fork whach is south
of U.S, 250 is 1ly considered to be one
of the five remaining black bear breeding ar-
eas in this state. Once Snowshoe is in op-
eration, it is doubtful that the black bear
can or will remain in the area. Certainly
Snowshoe W®ill be a factor in hastening the

virtual extinction of this ficent animal
in our state. Fishing will suffer also.
Shavers Fork, from the abandoned town of

Spruce, downstream, is a relatively heavily
fished stream, which has a delicate aquatic
balance. The Bowden Fish Hatchery is loca-
ted on Shavers Fork and depends on its water

Any development on the water-
shed should certainly be the object of in-
tense scrutiny, and unfortunately, because it
was a secret Snowshoe received no such scru-
tiny. »
portion of the stream,
above Spruse is surely destroyed
trout stream. The headwaters, which will be
made into allake in part, once offered some
of the best native trout hm in the east
ern United States, and was f eal{w.
handful of anglers. To see ﬁ;an ng
such a rare commodity as agood ve
stream is a disturbing Surely slso
the lake will inundate the valley floor and
the series of beaver dams on the er river.
1 problems by Sacw-
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The Vaice

President’s Comments

Anyone who has ever worked with a group
to ¢ and affect change, whether environ-
mental or otherwiss:, has experiencedthe
frustration of »ot possessing the . ﬁ:oper
skills in the nerded quantity toget the job
done, Wiitin Cthe West Virginia Highlands
Conssrvancy many of us are bored with board
meetings, sick of performing tedious tasks
such as sending out membership renewals ,
disgusted that public officials do not seem
res ive to our pleas, etc. The list
could go on and on. Yet what can be done
to improve these skills, and how can we be
more effective 1in defining our just goals
and then at ing to achieve them? Outside
our envi 1 concerns, how can we work
more effectively in other groups, PIA,
churches, civic groups and loose community
organizations.

I bhad che

shop recemtly derness

pleasure of ;;:::;Itml a work

Soclety that focused on some of these prob-
lems. But & novel approach was used, The
motto of the workshop was '"the process is
the t." Bv this was meant that too
often we becume goal-oriented and forgetthat
we are primarily dealing with le first,
We must apply certain principles of psy-
chology if we hope to achieve our goals.
We must be aware of 'the process” or our

group activities;who is dominating our meet-
i ., Who wants to take part but feels un-
ulT::c-. vho res to what type of task,
how to attract and keep the interest of new

or Hmﬂl mambers, etc.
thout giving a full explanation here,
you are ssked to mtra;tm:.o&:e
what see happening within ¢ -
mamy,&hott on issues and on human pro-

Suggestions for new ways of doing
your needs or in?umu can

cesses.
things, or how

Page 3

By David Elkinton

better be met will be most welcome. I
you will beg:n to notice ctllr.lvlthla t
next year that will be respons to a more
conscious observation of how we are getti
to where we wish to be. Some of our Boa
members and committee chairmen will be ask-
ed to participate in special workshops to
sharpen their skills at working with people.
Finally let me publicly thank the Wilder-
ness Society for fostering this approach.
With all their many "hot" issues (eastern
wilderness, Alaska pipeline, strip-mining
control, etc.), they have taken it upon Chem
selves to help train local and stateenviror-
mental leadership of all interested organi-
zations. They have committed a sizeable
block of staff time and finamn ial resources
to this because they believe that without
it, all the goals we are st gling to a~
chieve will be lost, So far other national
conservation groups have not joined in this
effort, but may in the future.

Overlook

WWHC Shavers Fork committee member Bill

1
:;:.:u!uthc 4 le in Baltimore.

to get it,namely his persistence, his abil-
ity to puncture the out and out garbage he
was fed by official responses, and his fan-
tastic sense.

Once he got their attention,Bill's back-
ground in ecology and matural resources en--
abled him to martial pert
such impressive logic that he seldom failed
to impress someone. Al ) grand-
father, Bill has been st 1y plcan away
at night school credits in these subjects to

he has become known as a

By Bob Burrell

Report and eachof his letters receives wide
circulation, Postage sats up a lot of his
take home pay and he doesn't get reimbursed
for it el « Mot bad for an out of stater

is ic? Congressman Ken Hechler was
as saying t bhe wished more of his con-
stituents 1iks Bill Bristor.

The award is

ta 1 ons but more L

t was a tribute t.’l HU‘-?'“'“’

an sation with know-how and pree-
hes sowsl

3’,‘. their
ﬂ.#tgtnun a river in another stats,
i1,

— Jesmings, Warley, Jay, and Semdy,
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Sierra Club Groups |
Forming in West Virgininia

Rv Geoff Hechtman

After two previous attempts to organize
West Virginia Sierra Club members, the third

attempt has succeeded. The Appalachian
Group, formed in November, approximately
overs the area south of a line running from
Marietta, G to Covington, Va. Another group
wering Ciw area north of this line was
ymed Ln January -- the Monongahela Group.

Both

theese regional groups are subdivi-

Potomac Chapter, which covers
of Columbia, Maryland, Virgin-
virginia. The Potomac Chapter
level subdivisions of the (Na-
-- groups are the third

sions of the
the District
fa, and We<l
is one of 44
tional) Sierra Club
level.

Each of the new West Virginia groups has
established an active outings program -~ one
of the better known functions of the club.
Like the Chapter and National Outings Pro-
grams , these group programs are varied in
their offerings -- day hikes, backpacking,
spelunking, ski touring, etc.

Bottle Bill Referred
To Joint Committee

By Charles Bowers

Good news! 1 contacted Del. Billy Burke
t week for a report on SCR 14, the "Bot-
. BL11," and he returned the call with the
)5 that Lew McManus, chairman of the House
es Conmittee, had moved the report on SCR
out of his committee. McManus and the
mittee recommended that a joint study be
e of the "Bottle Bill" for recommsendation
the 1975 legislative session.
On March 12 I contacted Sen. Si Galperin,
- of the co-sponsors of the Senate version
the "Bottle 8ill," and he advised me that
w House had passed the Rules Committee
recommendation for a joint study! So,we're

not dead yet'®

We realize that the Oregon bill, which is
being used as a model by most states C
to deal with the throwaway container >
is not necessarily the answer for € Vir-
ginia, But we all know that some solution
to this trash must be found, Let's
that the legislative members who are -
vd to serve on the joint study committee will
cunl:wlthn sclution to the problem.

A that is where WHC members camn
an important role. Let's spend a 10¢
and write to these committee mesbers, when
we find out ﬂ:othnm.-d.t-th
ideas. Not only someone out there have
the answer for ch the lators ave
looking, but and lattars
to the coomittee will show the sasbers that

State and local conservation issues are
being tackled by the Appalachian Croup; the
hela will also be pursuing con-
servation matters in the near future. These
roups, like their counterparts elsewhere
n the Potomac Chapter, probably will be
working at the State and local levels on such
issues as land-use planning, air and water
llution, and transportation. When asked
i the Chapter or National organizations,
they will suun, s of the West
Virginia Congressional delegation for Fede: al
legislation.

It is interesting to note that sowe of
the more actlve Conservancy members are also
Sierra Club members, and conse tly, mem-
bers of the ag lachian and Monongahela
Groups. Hopefully, this will lead to joint
Sierra Club - WWHC programs and cooperative
efforts within West Virginia,

For further information on these two
groups, please contact Michael T. Vaughan,

Chairman Appalachian Group, 246 Victory Dr.
Drmbar , W orWilliam R. Powell, Chair-
- hela  Group, JBB Stewart 5t. ,

Mononga
Morgantown, WV -26505.
A complimentary copy of the Potomac Chap-
ter newslatter may be obtained writing
Ceoffrey K. Hechtman, 11453 Washington Plaza
West, Reston, Va. 22090.

1f this summer's wet weather with its
accompanying insect hoards and damp mis-
eries is making you think twice about plan-
ning anothe~ ng trip, some enterpris-
ing fellows in New Orleans may have t the
answer for you. Hi-Rise Campsites, Inc. has
announced plans to construct a 20-story camp-
smack in the middle of downtown New
Orleans. Pland for the $4-million project
call for eight lower floors of parking and
twelve upper stories which will accomodate
240 individual ites completewith uril-
icy M-tnm:niftcul turf. For those
who miss the babbling brook, rChere will be
a voof top pool. "This well be unique,”
says Wesley Hurley of Hi~Rise. "It is de-
signed for today's different brand of camper.
People don't want the woodsy bit now; Cthey
want to camp in comfort, near the city."

New Hampshire Audubon News

regulation of throwsway containers is impor-
o for in-

tant to West Vi k:
Watch future fssues of the

: The W
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An Afternoon at " Timberline”

of the lanmed or potentisl vacation
homs subdivis that are s "a‘i'
, Al-

throughout the | Virginia
l‘-y!w:sm'gul

is probably

By Helen McCinnis

one of the largest in ac » On March 5th
David Downs, {n charge of its development
and sale, took me on a tour of the site and
‘he-od his plans.

TIMBERLINE The Old Harman Farmhouse

Cabin Mountain, the edge of Western Maryland’s
Dolly Sods property , in the background.

The 1,800-acre tract, once owned by Jason
Hatman, is in the southeastern Canaan Valley,

reathing from the Blackwater River eastward
almost to the top of Cabin Mountain, which
is the western edge of the Doll Sods .
Harman's e and

icturesque abandoned farm

barn uuf stand at the base of the mmta;.:.

Allegheny Properties has an option on another
acrea on the side of the mountain just

southwest of the Harman tract.

Initially Downs is concentrating on the
portion on the valley floor. About half of
this area, on higher ground and forested with
hardwoods, has been divided into 69 lots
from 5.0 to 11.3 acres each. The lotszare

ced from $12,500 to $28,500, and one

ourth of the total price is required as a
down payment. Lot owmers are required to
luuﬁ individusl anaerobic septic tanks
:lﬂ wells h!’ou‘;rﬁctinrf blll:lld n's.l A}l;
egheny Properties strictly control t
design and construction of individual cabins.
must sign a lengthy list of "pro-
tective covenants and restrictions” designed
to maintain the envirormental quality of the
entire subdivision. For exasple, the minimum
area of living space for a g;qh ?nnt
must be at least 1,000 re feet--int
to el milu:?- A number of other

trashy or honky-tonk features. Mo
and the like will be

except for access to lots; joyriding is for-
bidden

The remainder of the valley floor

ion
ted

as possible. Ducks are already visiting the
pond, and there will be special planting of
corn for their benefit. The entire 1,800
acre tract has been designated as a wildlife
preserve, and al' hunting is prohibited. The
meadow will be maintained by mowing, but the
spruce-balsam-alder thicket will be left un-
touched,

Eventually, whena "sufficient number” of
tracts have been sold, the Conservancy areas
will be turned over to a property owners'
association. The Conservancy areas are al-
ready recorded as such in the Tucker County
Clerk's office, and according to Downs, will
not be available for future subdivision.

Ten lots have already been sold. The
tight restrictions repell some potential
buyers, and attract others. Interestingly,

the future possibility of 7,200 acre Black-
water Lake has not been a major selling
point, Some buyers had not even heard of
the Davis Pro ject.

With the possible exception of hiking,
horseback, and ski touring trails, no de-
veloped recreation facilities are planned.
The two state parks already provide these.

Downs has not yet subdivided the steeper

of Cabin Mountain, but definitely
does not intend to sell the upper third of
the mountainside. Timberline's boundary
extends nearly to the tops of Rocky and
Harman (Flag) Knobs on the western edge of
Dolly Sods. Lots will be a minimum of 5
acres, the smallest for which the W.Va. De-
partment of Health will allow individual
septic tanks. Below that size, a central
treatment facility is required.
line is clearly designed for fami-

Hranctatly. T

] »

« However, Timberline lots
and resold. The sub~
assures that Iolsbs'-

able to afford well 1t

'A Greater Awareness
of

Lond Use Planning

Is Dawning’

dominiums , small lots, and centra
treatment. Another, more exty \
Alptﬂl_" Lake, near Deep Creek Lake

Maryland bor
lots surrounding a
selling well.

A greater awareness of Lhe i § 1 ind -

Here , ,500 one-t}

200-acre impoundment

IET .

use planning is dawning D at
parties selling land in Canaan. They r
longer are selling lots right alongside Black-
water Lake, because development Lt}
depr?s'. the value of the rest of the propert
aware from the lake shore,
I'imberline -« Pi

Most Highland Conservan membe v
terested in the Canaan would i
remain as it is now=--a combinatior I past-
oral and semi - wilderness country.
fortunately, farming ne MEer pays
valley, and no family is entirely dependent
on {it, It would be nice If funds were a-
vailable to purchase most of the private
land in the valley, including that of the
power companies proposing the Davis Pro ject,
so that it could be turned over to the stat
or federal government and managed for wi -

life and primitive recreation, But no one
has suggested a way to accomplish this,
Inevitably then, much of the Canaan will
be developed for recreation by private in-
terests., Probably Timberline {8 one of the
better developments, Certainly there are
some drawbacks, Once open to all hunters,
fishermen, hikers, and ORV riders who be-
haved themselves, the property is now post-

ed and will be avallable onlv to the 69
wealthy families who can afford a lot,
Downs is considering building a combined
horse and ski tour trail across the prop-
erty that would like with public trails

elsewhere in the valley. He isn't so sure
he would want a public hiking trail, though,
Timberline's advertising brochure points

out its proximity to Dolly Sods, Undoubt -

edly, Timberline residents will spend more
time on the Sods than the average '"out-
sider,”" adding more man-days of visi:caticn

to this fragile area. Downs is thinking of
building a trail for horseback riders up to
the edge of the Sods, a move that should be
carefullr reviewed in light of the damage
that pack horses did to the Green Mountatn
Trail in the Otter Creek area in only six
months.

In other ways, Timberline could benefit
the sods. The Forest Service is considering
gating F. S. Rt. B0, which leads to the top
of Cabin Mountain, and the r end of the
Big Stonecoal Trail, if Allegheny Properties
buys the 588 - acre tract rhrough vﬁch it
passes. This closure would help preserve
the wilderness quulityof the Sods by making
its western edge more inaccessible and cut-
ti off a principal access route for ofi-
road wvehicles onto unprotected Western
Maryland Railway Compang lands.

Although people are responsible for land
use problems, only people can solve them,
The hifh ~ income, robably well educated
articulate people who buy lots on Timberline
will have a strong interest in the preser-
vation of Dolly Sods, since (t may well ha\e
been a principal reason ¢ bought land
nearby. At present, half of the northern
Dolly Sods area belongs to Western Maryland.
There is nothing to prevent the from
subdividing even Blackbird Knob, particularly
if rising land values increase their property
taxes. Residents of Timberline will be in a
particularly position to exert
pressure for lrenl zoning or other re-
strictions to insure the land stays unde-

g
is no way we can know for sure what
Cansan Valley ﬁ{l look like tuone, 20 or 50
yesrs from now. But at least at Timberline
there is reason for hooe.
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Cranberry Camping Restricted

Monongahela National Forest 5 rvisor
Alfred Troutt has arnounced that effective
March 15, 1974 the area along the Cranberry
giver from Woodbine Picnic Area to the Cran-
berry Campground will be declared as an area
of Concentrated Public Recreation Use, due
to its heavy utilizacion.

Areas of Concentrated Public Recreation
Use are locations where there is significant
adverse impact upon the forest resources
caused by over-use. This creates adminis-
trative, public health, and safety problems

and requires some degree of user control.
Therefore, overmignt camping will be pro-
hibited in this area, except at designated

sites.
Previously, unrestricted cnmglng has been
permitted along this section of the river.

Heavy use of these uncontrolled dispersed
ing spots has resulted in soil compac-
tion, erosion, tree damage, and sanitation
problems. It has become necessary to place
some minimm restrictions on camping use.
A total of 13 dispersed ftes will be
available and ar~ designated where a table,
fireplace, and garbage cans are provided.
In addition, camping is permitted at the Big
Rock Campground and Cranberry .
Future plans call for the deve t of
an additional campground in the near vicinity
to accomodate the outdoor recreation user.
However, development {s dependent on the
availability of funds.
Additional information mey be obtained

by contacting the US Forest Service, Gauley
Ranger District, Richwood, W. Va. iszu. or
tel 304-846-6558.

Nature Tours Begin

It's nature tour season again, and bro-
chures are beginning to come in from various
sponsoring agencies and organizations. We
are well aware that gasoline shortages may

bit meny people from attending these
lumenfests, but we urge all who can make
one or more of the tours to take advmtg:
of the opportunity to see springtime in
Appa Inchm.

The first brochure to come our way is for
the Webster County Nature Tour, May 1, 4 and
5. Overnight accdmodations are avaiiable
at Camp Caesar. The charge for the entire
weekend is $22.00 per adult, and $16.00 for
children under 12.

Tours plansed for the weekend include two
hikes into the Back Fork of Elk area, one for
flower seekers in 1, and one for more
ha hikers. Ano hike is planned
for Elk Mountain. cal hikes will be
led intoWilliams River, Camp Caesar and the
Cowen Glades. Of archaelogical interest this
year i{s a hike to an Indian Tﬁm
abounds in arrowheads, pottery fragments and
other Indian relics.

For an information brochure about the
weekend, write to Martha L. Moore, Box 575,
Webster Spri s W 26288. 1f you do not
need any other information, clip out the
coupon below and mail {t with a check to
Ms. Moore. § 5 will hold your reservation.

s E L T ES S IS AT N O R D D O T I e O SRy S SR e
WESSTER COUNTY NATURE TOUR — May 3. 4, and 5, 1974
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Mad to: Martha L. Moare, Box 575, Webster Sprngs, W_ Va. 26288

oot lster than Apal 22, 1974
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Energy Crisis cont. from p. 1

fuel supply. Prof. Houthakker said this
country may even become a net exporter of
oil by the end of this decade,

Bill Anders, a former astronaur and now
a member of the Atomic Energy Commission
(AEC) said the nation must look to nuclear
power for an ever growing shareof its energy
needs .

"We'll never be able to prove the absolute
safety of nuclear power plants before we
build them,"” said Anders in answer Co nu-
clear critics such as Ralph Rader. "If we
had waited on such guarantees in the Apollo
program, we'd never have landed on the moon."

Carl Bagge, president of the Nationmal
Coal Assn., said coal is "the neglected step-
child” of the energy picture,

Ralph E. Lapp, a nuclear cr-l.cl.ﬂ: who
worked on Manhattan Project that developed
the atomic bomb, cont that “in any
comparison of risk, nuclear power wins o ver
coal."

The FED's Sawhill calls the fue]l shortage
a ™ crisis of credibility " as well as of
energy.

Do the Amcrican people believe Sawhill's
boss, FED czar William, who says the
crisis is real? Or do they believe the Shah
of Iran who says the U.S. L ted more oil
during the fourth quarter of 1973 than during
the same periodof 19727 "The fact lS.".l{l
Savhill, “we wvere importing 7million barrels
of oll a day prior to the embargo. Since
the embargo, importa have declined steadily
and now thoY'ra around 5.2 million barrels
a day. We're 300,000 barrels a day above
what we expected to be getting a few months
ago, but we're still getting less than we

wvere."
The Shah was right, said Sawhill, but
We received

not relevant with his figures,
more oll during the fourth quarter of 1971

than during the same riod of 1974, but we
also used more, Sauhiﬁ pointed ogut.

Barry Commoner, director of the Center
for Biology of Natural Systems at Washington
University of St. Louis, and author of the
award - winning envirommental book, "™ The
Closing Circle,” doubts that the Arab oil
embargo is meaningful.

Environmentalist Commoner believes this
country will run out of domestic oil in 20
to 30 years, but he doubts the existenc.
of a real emcrhu at this time, and,
further, he s that the Arab oil embar-
go has been very effective.,”

" Data shows the crisis is phoney, " as-
serted Commoner. "The Shah is right. There

has been little change in fuel s ly and
demand in the U1.S. in the last two nm;",

Commoner cn.dtcts that solar ene
power from sun will be proven fmtat
in the next five Co ten years, and he sees
it as teh long-range answer to the nation's
energy problems.

C. Howard Hardesty, Jr., a West Virgi
native and an executive vice pmldergtn:f
Continental Oil Co., said it will be many
years before tha United States can escape a
reliance on foreign ofl, and it will never
happen, he adds, without a strong national
commitment to this l. Hardesty readi
concedes that public confidence in the
industry is at an all-time low. '"Long gas
lines and record eamings of the oil compe-
nies have fanned the flame,” he

"People thiak thes
that our profits are all too real."

He with FEO's Sawhill that the
credibility crisis is as much a

problem
the ene crisis. "Many in ;
toﬂ;t;u“-mi of che c!l:,"z

Simon (FEO czar),” he out. ad

(Charleston Gazette, Mar. 17, 1974)

Vﬂd-mo- cont.from p. |

will begin with the bill that hopefully will
be by the full Senate. Thus the
fate of S. 316 in the Ag Com is crusial in
the sastern wilderness.

Although at least one Ag Com member,
Jesse Helms (N.C.), fully rts the cur-
rent version of S. 316, members are
not as committed to wilderness. Key figures
include the committee's chairman, Herman E.

being "locked up” as wildermess. (Actually,
the 600, acres < as "instant "
wilderness or wilderness areas in S.

i
|

1
ii
il
I

|
i
{ﬁs
{&gi
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its size. All of these Senators can be
reached at the Senate Office Bullding, Wash-

ington, D. C. 20510.

Highlands Conservancy members may wonder
how the tive measures referred to a-
bove and outlined in the January Voice will
affect the Monongshels Wational

Forest Wi areas.
1. No Roads in S Areas. This refers
to publlc > none In Dolly Sods,

Otter Creek or
Area(in-
es
gov-

2. Mo Mining in . Tres of
;S?‘dﬁu,nadﬁ::u:,.s.z.ﬁﬁﬁa‘

ernment. It would not mining on
Otter Creek or Cranberry, would prevent
the Forest Service from leas land for

strip mining in the
Dol.lI Sods Wilderness.
sibili

sive,

10,215 acre
though this pos-
ty seems remote, there could be a mas-
unforeseen enherge crisis in the dis-

on Wildirness Areas. Only
three of t areas listed in §. J16 now
are open to grazing. One is Dolly Sods.
Many people would like to see grazing con-
tinue there, because it helps maintain open
meadows. Highlands Conservancy testimony
presented at public hearings in Washington
and m{ in mz u‘::ld that Dolll.{ f“"‘
be exempted from 3 ng tion

but the Interior Committee decided other.
wise, Actulllh the prohibition will have
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It’'s N>t Nize to Short-Change
Mother Nature

Bv Nivk Zvegintzov

ww nothing for flood
ftv, recreation, wil>”'
fovestre, agricu ‘ure or nature in gom r.
“hereforecagencic ke the Soil Conservat ..
service, the Ferest Service, and the 8-
of Outdoor Rec: cation are doing their reast
to stop »trip mining -- right?

Wrons . In fact their Jatest literature
on strip mining s designed to rsuade you
that stripping is the greatest thing for our

Strip mining
tection, water ni..

iand inve barnvard sanure.

The foremost pun war of this mulch is
Wwilliam Plass, P incipa. Plé ‘~=isC at
the Northesstern Forest Er~we.. .. atat’
in Princeton, and the stripper favor,

"conservationist.” At P.pestem Park in Y. |

he read a er "ot Symposiie on Re-
\.-egeutlunan&- ~~mic “se of Sur .ce-Mined
lLand and Mine Re:. The o is titled
“"Highwalls -- an Env. “rare,”

What (s the nightmare?

"The r « ' -
and Tew. ‘
concepts of ta..

we must analyze tac.
who sees the highwall and how much of
the highwall is visible.”

e see highwalls
individual

After 2,000 words and eight diagrams
planting &' 11Mg to hide highwmlls, Mr. P
comes Lo Liti- cons’ 'on, which should
most of t‘.:‘a::r- uf.*:u:’; ares:

"The lccatiou of West 'Fl y

systes _ugi~+ts that msuchof Che
tta: sn ve seen is viewsd from be-

lrves of the benc. These would
eisiest sites to screem.”

scoer Chen Mr. Plass' scheme
R t3 by growing bushier mus
the Bureau of Outdoor

Becrestiva ‘o & new ca of
park -- ustem that kids of
every axe “raditionally wuse wmsteland 1
back of :..= for joyri and gunfire
et P hroughbut l:fn [3
strat’~w p. z-*s t country
this *:ne “ development. One is 600

of s:-fyree loara at Pendleton Run in Tucker
Courty. At *"000 an acre they arz fitting

it out {uc "off road recreation vehicles
and =hooting s. estimate thac
ther» aie 2.2 liton acres of unreclaimed

stri“psu 1and in the country, so0 we can be
sssivea of lots of wasteland recreation in
the furcce. (Read about it in their
"Seur-ws of Assistance in Reclaiming
Mined Lands for Outdour Recreation.")
It is ironic that the soberest study of
the actual economic value of un-wasted land

ace,

comes ‘r.» Oak Ridge National Laboratory, a
notorice. consumer of electric rr gener-
ated by ..A from strip mining. paper is

'wr:rtmlty Costs of Land Use: The Case of
Coal Surface Mining" R.L. and E.A.
Nephew, It wet on the one side the known

reserves of str ble coal in the lle
Fork of the land River and t

dicted tosts and rates of mining, andon the
recreational use In visi-

ather the

-5

.
0

wl b Tanps. Forest Service Chief John
re est.mates this law will cut Forest

© revenues aloneby $5,000,000 a year.
tormation from the Raleigh Register ,
st 12, 1973))
! this the sort of thing that distorts
policies of "conservationist™ agencies
n as the Forest Service or the So0il Cone

vrvation Service or the Bureau of Land Mage

igement?

Is it fair to put them in a sit-

uation where they can make money from (ndus-
try and govermnment by “restoring” or “de-
veloping" wasted land, but they can make none
from the blic by preserving lands ummsts
ed? Think about it,

(Thanks to the Forest Service at Bérea, the
Surface Mining Research Library at Charlest

and Ken Hechlers® office in Washington f:’
references to the studies reviewed here, )

s =
= So.

Club, Inec.
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1974 Brooks Bird

Apr. 19-21 Field Trip - Morgantown,
Coopers Rock W. Va,
May 4 or 5 Century Day All local
Count groups
May 17-19 Field Trip - Harper's Ferry,
Sutton Seekers W. Va.
June 1-30 25-Mile Breed- All local
ing Bird Survzys groups
June 1-8 BBC Birding ~ Marrisville,
Foray at 4-H ."W. Va.
5 June 29 - Annual BBC Harrisville,
July & Foray at 4-H W, Va,
Aug. 9-11 Field Trip - Terra Alta,
Lake TerraAlta W. Va.
Aug. 30 - CGreenbrier Yot
Sept, 2 Camp Weekend ’knthnny. W. Va.
Sept. 1-30 Operation Bird Red Creek Head-
Banding quarters
Sept. 13-15 Weekend Hawk Bear Rocks ,
Count W. Va.
Sept. 20-22 Weekend Hawk Peters Mountain,
Count W. Va.
Oct., 25-27 Annual BBC Pt. Pleasant,
Meeting W. Va.
- Nov, B-10 Field Trip - Cambridge, O.
Salt Fork Lake
Nov, 16 Annual Meeting,.Sisterville,
BBC Emecutive W. Va.
Committee
Dec. 14-31 Winter Bird All local groups
Counts

ACTIVITIES OF SPECIAL INTEREST

. 27 - Handlan Chapter Petroleum,
10 "Sortie” W. Va,

May 9-12 Anmml Wild- Blacksater
flower Pil- Falls, W. Va.
grimage

Oct. 18-20 W. Va. Place to be
Sonds Suehund  saacased

Nov. 1-3 W. Va.Chapter Petersburg
Nature Conser- W. Va. 3
vancy ;

SEASOMAL FIELD AND BANDING MOTES' DUE

March 15, June 13, September 15, December 15

Rl A

East Liverpool, O.

Charleston, W. Va.

Program

SN NN AR AN AR ARARNRRSNRN AN ARNANN S NNANNN SR AN AN S A A

21, Dimonville
w5920 ’

mm:“ﬁld Avenue ,
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Federal Strip Law Taking

By Nick Zvegintzov

It is slmost certain that a federal sur-
face mining law 1is .,otn? to be passed.
Whether it will be a bill to protect the
well - being of this land and its people or
whether it will be a meaningless srn is in
your hands. Your assignment this month is
to write a letter to one or more members of
the House Interior Committee listed at the
end of this article,

During March and April they are "marking
up" (discussing and amending) the bill that
was written by their own subcommittees
onmining (Udall of Arizona) and Environment
(Mink of Hawaii). Udall and Mink went on
tour with their subcommittees, and viewed
some of our finest devastations, and they
came out with a bill with teech.

Highlights were:

* All disturbed land to be regraded to

"approximate original contour.”

* No spoil to be thrown over the bench
except at t[xe fitrst cut,

* A bond and permit procedure.

* Applications for permits and for bond
release to be advertised publicly and be
sub ject to public hearing.

In addition it contained an ameniment de-
vised by John Seiberling, whose district is
near Akron, north of the devastated Belmont
area of Ohio. This would require operators

to apply $2.50 per ton of coal, however it
was mined, to one of the follewing:
(a) stowage of mine wastes in abandoned

underground mines. :

(b) Coal Mine Health and Satety Act
qui rements .

(c) Black Lung compensation.

(d) Reclamation of surface areas.

or,

re-

failing any of the above:

(e) a Special Reclamation Fund.

This is designed to prevent deep mine oper-
ators from profiting fromthe waste of human
life, whiic strip operators profit from the
waste of land.

All this is ia jeopardy as Nixon and his
industrial interests snipe awayat the bill.

On March 13, for instance, the Coomittee a-
dopted an amendment that was sponsored by
the Interior Department to allow states to

11ft the "original contour" requirement (i.
e.: to allow highwalls) if companies could
not obtain the necessary equipment. -This
would, as John Melcher of Montana pointed
out, merely invite operators Lo run more
strip mines than they had equipment to han-
dle.

So this is why you should write at least

one letter. Pick anybody on the list below.
If you have any connection with someone on
the list, pick that person; otherwise, pick

at rancom. You don't need any fancy facts
or clever proposals -- just speak what is on
your heart about stripping. You 'don't have
to write to your own Congce s—an at this

time ( unless he or she is on the list, of
course ) -- the time for that will be next
month, when the bill comes before the whole
House ., -

1 said at the start of this article that
some federal law is almost certain. This
has little to do with coal in the W hills
and much to de with coal under the north-

western plains,

The energy industry shows

every sigh of wanting to move out of the
Appalathians and into Montana, Colorado
Utah, Arizona. These states cannot contre.

this mining even to the extent chat W does,
because much of the coal is federally owned
and the states have no jurisdiction. Sothere
is going to be a federal law--but it is up
to vouand me to see that it isn't a law that
savs that vou can cut up West Virginia as
long as you put a band-aid on Mcntana.

N v here are the members of the House
Inter v Committee { address: US House of
Repres. “tatives, Washington DC 20515).

James A. Haley, FL Chajrman

Roy A. Taylar, Né ~- ;
Harold T. Johnson, CA -
Morris K. Udall, AZ
Thomas S. Folev, WA
Robert W. Kasternmeier, Wl
-James G. O'hara, Ml

Patsy T. Mink, Hl1

Lloyd Meeds, WA

Abraham Kazen, Jr., TX
Robert G. Stephens, Jr., GA
Joseph P, Vigorito, PA

—n e e
. = -
-

bgess

Craig Mosmer, CA Ranking Minority Member
Joe ghabltz, KA

Sam Sl:elrlr. AZ o >
Don H. C n{‘?r

John F, Se rling, OH

Harold Rumnels, NM

Yionne Brathwaite Burke, CA
Antonio Borja Won Pat, GU

Wayne Owens, UT

Ron de Lugo, VI

James R, Jones, CK

John Melcher, M

Teno Roncalio, WY

Jonathon B. Bingham, KY

Conservancy

Seup s s

In The Field '

Feb. 17th, Cheat Mountain: Four peoplt
met the leader at Huttomsville for a winter
trip on Cheat Mountain. Since the grass was
much in evidence at lower elevations, and
only 1-2 § «hes of snow wer on the high
knobs of ( heat, this outing turned into a

simple wir cer hike.

We wal ed the road to the Barton Knob
fire towe , following a "reclaimed" strip
bench for a while. The views of an active
strip mi- : on Red Run were breathtaking --
man is iudeed a ma jor geological force. I
wish Senator Randolph d come and see

this.

The view from the fire tower was greatly
limited by low lying clouds which waved a-
bout rapidly -- we did find bobcat, deer
and snowshoe rabbit tracks in the snow.
After lunch at the fire tower we retraced
our footprints to the car.

Since the afterncon was quite young we
visited a red spruce stand on a tributary
of Blister Run near Chest Bridge. This area
was scheduled for a clear cut "treatment”
before the court order stayed the execution

men, and the view o
hills blotted by talking wires.
thicket? Gone. Where is the eagle?
And what is it to say to the

of survival. "
Duwwanish Tribe, Washington.

and the hunt, the end of !lvl. and begimnni
s.nl.th?' Chief of ~

Join the WEST VINGINIA HICHLANDS CONSERVANCY

All membershi include a one
___ $5.00 individual regular -

practice

We talked about the Forest Service
o timber

Gone, ’ ‘ .
swift

$10.00 individual sssociate
$25.00 individual sustaining
$20.00 organizational regular
$30.00 organizational essociate
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