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«a! m the mrﬁ. of Interior
8 ted position an the
known. 1n a letter ed-
;* d to the Federal Power Commission and
_ II' m Secretary of Interior,
: C, Hughes, Interior’recommends "that
- Ilf the license under consideration
2 genied end an alternstive project to pro-
uce power outside Canaen Valleybe develop-

The letter cites a report prepered by
the Buresu of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife
¥ cooperation with the Division of Wildlife
ces of the West Virginia Department of
al Resources which advises that no de-
should be placed in the Canaan
"an the grounds that it would not be
the best interest of the State of UWest
lirginia or the United States/"
~ The letter points gut that "Canaan Valley
rbors plant and animal life remnant of the
L£ snd flora pushed southward during the
@- period. Through an unusual
instion of natural factors, suitable
_ tlimetic conditions have maintained this
: ecosystem." It wes further contended
t the abundance of bird, memmal, and other
of snimel 1ife that occur in the Valley
t not found anywhere else in West Virginia
ch variety and abundence. The report
reEcognizes the Valley m8 having.high hung.
ng., fishing, trepping, snd other related
=7 un-lm-nd thet it is particularly
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The West Virginia Hignlands Conservancy
} a‘mon-profit organization whose purpose
presarvationand conservation of nat-
+ Scenic, and historical ereas of sig-
icance within West Virginia. Over the
ten years ithas been wvitally concerned
th-a number ar proposals that would en-
“these ucluel. including highway con-
During the past several years,
ancy has peen p-rucu!urly inter-
‘the various proposed routings of
Corridor H from Elkins to the
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Department of Interior Opposes Davis Power Project

by Linda Cooper Elkinton

famous for its excellent woodcock habitat,
population  and hunting opportunity. or
equal importance however is "the Valley's
tremendous potential for mon-consumptive
recreational and educational uses, partic-
ubarly as @n adjunct ta the nearby Bleck-
water Falls end Canaan Valley Steate Parks.®
The letter goes on to state that "Canean
Valley with its impressive size (over 25
sguare miles in the Valley floor) and highly
unusual ecological characteristics and ssso-
ciations, offers a tremendous opportunity
for both the people of West Virginia and the
eastern United States to enjoy 8 eemi-
wilderness experience.

Such a statement is reflective of Interi-
or's growing interest in and emphesis on ihe
value of 1lands Ffor their noncomsumptive
recreational uses which include such thinge
88 birdwatching, neture walking, nature
Study and wildlife photogrephy wheress thelir
emphagis in the past has been primerily on
the more comsumptive uses such as hunting
and fishing.

In considering the broad spectrum of rec-
reational use potential of the Valley with
and without the proposed Hlackwater Leke,
the letter summarizes by stating that "even

though the project would provide extensive
recreational opportunities in the form of
camping, plcnicking, bosting and other rec-
reational pursuits, it is the Department 's
orviction that Canaan Valley without the
project will continue to provide recrestional
and educational values as well as increessed
opportunities for hunting, fishing end other
forms of recrestion which will be lost if the
praject is constructed. Thus, it should be
kept in its present condition and managed
only in the interest of preserving those
values which made the area unigue."

This letter represents the third snd
strongest Dept. of Interlor response to the
FPLC in January of 1973 in which they comment-
ed on the project applicatiaon. At that time

they indicated that there waes a tremendous
demand for weter-oriented recrestion since
large bodies of water were non-existent in

the surrounding park and forest recreation
area. However it wes pointed out then that
they ealso recognized theat this leke would
stimileate development of cottages, cempsites,
roeds end other services thet would "creste

p. 4

Conservancy’s Position Paper

The Conservancy has had numergus communi-
cations with tne DOH t Corrider W, and
has studied it as thoroughly as possible.
One of our problems has been the DOH's un
wiliingnesas to disclose information gn the
planning, such a8s consultants' reporis,
working maps of alternat ives; etc. Ue look
forward ta a more forthicoming ettitude re

garding the many rea)l problems essociated
with this propesed highway.

These comments are a response to the pub-
lic hearings held recently in Davis,Peters-
burg, and Romney on Corridor H, Members of

e NNSETrvanty were present at al hree
earings, e hereby reguest that these
omments be included In the record af thoss

aring

paddress ourselves first to the

hway in its entirety,thengive particular
attention to the various alternatlives unger
consideration.

e gquestion the need for the highway as
presently envisiaoned. de understang that
Corrigdor H would be 8 controlled-access

p 2




R - VoI

iti ] it € nquestionably oms f the most of US Wgute S0 from Ne Lreek o .rafton e
Position P_aper P oy — 0t of US doute SD from Sew  GFbex § . This me

beautiful najutal reglons in the rasterr yeEt this s mowhere dealt with In the ar -
irrido f Jul ¢ D introl ls BCCRSS, Unjted States. since the DOM has sain Lor- rigor 4 anplysis. Yet some pf ths state's
py, desig [ ng ridor H is to be controlled-access, ang t* best two lar roads are foond in thie reglion 'h. m
onomic develapment and forming @ link bDe- gt permit small roads and drivewvays toemply  Route 53 from Davis to Poute &7, eng from . .
sen lnterstate 79 at Westonand Interstates gntg jt, @ find that the addition of four Scherr to"Soute 50; Route 37 througn Canaan |d|°'
an nia. feel we are 1N 28 nppy lanes -to be completely unnecessary. Valley; Royte & ang 78 from Moguth of Leneca 'ho
i o view these needs. Over  an ynbissed observer viewing highway needs tg Petersburg,to name a few. And yet wr are "‘9
p : mbers are Wes Jirginia res- in this areswould be forced ta conclude that tola these may be dupiicated Dy four mors
nts who ATE ensitive to the economic the most pressing need would De improvement lsnes sdjscent to them., It would cost west @VEOTr 3
. AR F bhan iR el bF =

BTN, o7 A g, I et

it £
.
03

: 2 # ) e J . s o 7’
7 455‘5'2.; e R

o T



| S}

Virginis taxpayers Tar less to four-lane the

mountgin gredes of At. 50, RAr. 33, Ae, 93,
angd Rt. 55 than to pay the S0% of the cost
for four lanes from Wymer to Virginia, but
incredibly this alternative has never been
ronsidered.

The recent dréastic cost increases in high-
way comstruction,including the cost of die-
sel fuel for hesvy equipment ,and other cost
factors,make the original congept uneconom-

icel. In eggition the sharply Incressecd
cost of gesoline forprivete automobiles has
resulted ine decresse in out-of-state trav-
elers coming to Uest Virginis. For this
resson we belleve the projectsd usage of
Corridor H will never be reslized. A com-
plete re-exsminetion of the need Far this
project, besed on new deta on traffic pet-
terns and volume is reguired before Turther
planming continues.

3

The Conservency hes supported the national
campaign to re-sllocete highesy monies for
planning and construction of mass transit
systems. ue ask for e complete review by the
Appalachian Aeglonal Commission and the De-
partment of Transportation of the need for
Corridor ¥, and to consider insteed improved

e 5
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Potential Threats to Davis Power Project Aired

After 8 weeks of hearings at the Federal
Power Commission in Washington three primary
factors have emerged that threaten issuance
of a license for the Davis Power Project.
Mitigation for wildlife and fishery losses,
leakage problems in both reservoirs end con-
sideration of the Glade Run elternative will
be the subject of further considerstion when
the hearings reconvene on July 16th for sup-
plemental and rebuttasl testimany.

Mitigation for losses in the project sres
took an even greater prominence the last
week of hearings with the Oepartment of In-
terior teking the same position as the W. Va
DNR Division of Wildlife Resources. (See
"Interior Opposes Davis” on p. 1).

The testimony of the FPC staff geologist
during the hearings indicated that without
evidence to establish 8 permanent ground
water table in the Canaan Ualley and little
attention beingc glven to karst activity end
vertical rock fractures, serious guestions

Interior Opposes
Davis Power Project
pl

a disestrous impect on the unigue, fragile

ecosystem of Vealley lends®™ not innundated
end that it would inevitably eliminate the

bulk of the remaining wildlife resources
and their essociated uses. In that seme
letter Interior recommended that the ap-

plicstion be revised to include " means and
measures planned to reduce or eliminate ad-
verge project impacts.”

This recommendation wes agein reitersted
in their October, 1973 comments on the FPC
Staff's draft environmental impact statement
inthat the lack of concrete mitigation plans
made it impossible to weigh the net resource
logsses and envirommental costs of the pro-
ject. At that time they asked that definite
mitigation plans be included in the finel
environmental statement as well as be made
a part of the applicationas required by law.
They stated that aveilable dats wes adeguete
for such e mitigetion plen and that the
Buresu and the DNR Division of Wilolife Re-
would assist the applicant in de-
veloping these plans.

Then, upon subsequent review of the final
envirommental impact statement, Interior
concluded that their comments were nat ade-
gustely =addressed, ‘the major deficiencies
remained and therefore, they oppose the is-
suance of a8 license for the project.

The Department of Interior's position is
thus similar to that of the DNR Division of
Both agencies request
that if the FPC elects to issue the license
over their objections, that the mitigation
plan they recvommend be made & part of the
license.

Their mitigation plan, developed through
the use of a refimed wildlife mitigation
technique now commonly referred to as the
"Missouri Plan,"™ specifies that since lands
to be innundated include highly productive
wildlife habitat, it would be necessary that
the remainder aof the Vaslley lands plus 4,250
edditional acres of land~be included in the
pro ject ares. They recemmend that the re-
maining 4,250 acres bemade upof @2L.62 mile
long strip sround the project which would
extend 1,425 feet beyond the perimeter of
the watershed. This would be the mitigation
requirements for wildlife considerations a-
lone. Due to lack of information on the
fisheries potential of the leke es proposed
it has not yet been possible for them to
adequately evaluate what mitigetion would
be required for this sspect of the project.
However, Interior plans to issue suchr re-
port within the next month.

are raised about the ebility of either res-
{ervair to hold enough water for project op-

eration, let alone to assure minimum releases

|downstream. Staff contends that water sup-
plies, ceaver ponds and even the Blackwater
IRiver itself inthe Valley exist in & perched
condition. Applicants' consulting witnesses
refused to commit themselves on the depth of
the water table, spesking instead only of
water levels in specific borings and assuming
Valley floor conditions from examination of
rock strata outcroppings on the sides of the
Valley.

From the guestioning of witnesses by the
Agministrative Law Judge it appears he would
like to consider recommending licemsing of
the Glade Run mlternative on the basis of
this hearing record. The Glad Run alter-
native could produce the same amount of en-
ergy,use the same upper reservoir (on Dolly
Sods) and instead of the proposed 7200 acre
lower reservoir,it would utilize a 715 acre

75% Favor Wilderne'ss].

. Do you think the spproximately 10,315
scres in Tucker,Pendletaon and Grant countles
known s Dolly Sods should be designated as
a wilderness area?

OVERALL 75% voted yes, 25% said no
Webster = 97% voted yes, 3% seid no
Randolph  B5% voted yes, 15% said no
Tucker 69% voted yes, 37% said no
Grant 72% voted yes, 28% said no
Pocahontas 74% voted yes, 26% said no
Pendleton LD% voted yes, 60% said no

2. Do you think the approximately 598 acres
in Pendleton County knounas Laurel Fork and
additional area in Highland County,Virginia
shoguld be designated as a8 wilderness area?

OVERALL 73% voted yes, 27% said no
Wehster ES »

Randolph B1 » 19

Tucker 70 s 30

Grant T4 ¢ 26
Pocahontas 69 » 31
Pendleton 34 » 66

3. Which course of action do you favor for
the approximately 36,000 acres in Pocahontas
B8nd Webster counties known as Cranberry
Back country?

OVERALL 58% W A S
Webster
Randolph @ e2 » 1% e
Tucker 51 o 20 %
Grant 52 bt 1”7 .
Pocshontas 56 - b ¥
Pendleton 28 . 1 .
OVERALL Conti S
Webster
Randolph 22 -
Tucker 29 .
Grant 31 .
Pocahontas LD .

L

Pendleton 58
4. Which course of ection to you favor for
the epproximately 20,000 ecres in

and Tucker counties known ss Dtter Creek?

OVERALL £7% Wilde A S
Webster

Randalph 75 o 7 »
Tucker 58 » 1 g
Grant 56 - = 11 »
Pocahontas 57 . 7 »
Pendleton 28 - - e e

OVERALL  26% Continve Curgent Stetus °
Webster

Randolph 18 -

Tucker 28 >

Grant 33 ”

Pocshontes 36 =

Pendleton 60 o

Elkinton

reservoir with two dikes (gne 4,780 feet
‘long) across Glade Run,atributeryof Black-
'th.!‘r River.Several witnesses comparing the
two reservoirs felt the Glade Aunalternative
offered less envirommental damage. However
such examiniationof the Clade Run alternatiw
‘does not allow for an independent exami-
nation of this proposal alone. _for this
reason it is felt that the presemt record
does not adequately reflect a thorough and
comprehensive examination of this proposal.
Comments by Judge “aplan however indicate
that this alternative would minimize environ-
mental losses, provide 8 source for Allegheny
Power System's (assumed) power needs, and be
a2 source of eguivalent revenues to Tucker
County, or, in other words, offer an "mt-
tractive"” compromise. K

After all the testimony it resmins clear
that APS does mot feel obligated to make the
project area recreationally ang environmen-
tally desirable insofar as providing subim-
poundments to reduce extended mudflats (700
feet in some areas). They slsc fail to give
assurance that the lower reservoir will not
be used for future thermal generating units.
They balk at acquisition of necessary addi-
tional lands for wildlife miitgetion pur-
poses, prohibition of large motor boats on
the lake, and fail to guarantee maintenance
of a cold or even warm water fishery in the
lake, and tailwater fisheries below the dam
with the construction of appropriste dam
outlet structure, and refuse to limit draw-
down to four verticle feet or less. Studies
have been done on most of these but none are
presently a part of the appliceation and all
wuld heve to be required es a part of the
license by the FPC if desired.

Mr. Walter Gumbel in his teatimony indi-
cated that reference to the shoreline as
developing into a "fresh water tidal zone"
had been besed on "inddequate information”
and was en "error .in judgement." Also, de-
spite the fact that all sources agree that
effluené from sewage systems should not be

_discharged into the lake, treated effluent
from proposed recreation area "C? is planned
to be dischagged into the lake. And despite
prior claims that water guality in the lake
would continue to be the same as in Black-
water Aiver it is nowevident that this would
not be true. In fact, it is impossible at
this point toc predict what type of water
guality would exist after the construction
and filling phases-& to 10 years-when water
guality would be decidedly affected.

50, the fate of the valley remains un-
decided and with the Depattment of Interior
Baving now made their position known,it is
impossible to tell how long it will be until
8 decision will be made. A briefing sched-
ule, ( when all patties argue their case on
paper through their lawyers) will te set
following the reconvened hearings although
Bdditional studies could be reguested. The
Judge must make his recommendation to the
Federal Power Commission which cen be esppeal-
ed to the Commission as can their decision
through the Federal Court System.

Whose mitigation plen is adopted, the
power companies' minimal one,their consult-
ent's, the State of West Virginia's or the
one proposed by the DNR-DWR end the Depart-
ment of Interior will be @ major contention.
If the latter is implemented (some spurces
give 8 conservative estimste of $3,000,000
aslone for lend acguisition) the Applicants
indicate the cost of the project would be
prohibitive and whether or not to u
prohibitive end whether or not to build the
Glade Rum slternative would be & "very hard
decision® they say. :

A witness testifying for the Department
of Interior indiceted that if the project is
not ‘licensed there sre private organizations
interested in preserving the Valley for the
people of the United
sible that the power companies could be ap-
aroached in this regard.

o
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States and it is pos-
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Corridor H Hearings Critical

*I'd like it nesr, but not here.” This
statement by & Margen County resident rep-
resents the owverall flevor of public heer-
ings sponsored recentlyby the Department of
Highweys 1n arder to seel opinions and fects
about alternate routes for Corridor-H, a
proposed four-lane highwey between a point
in Virginia snd Interstate 79 at Weston.

The hearings were held in Davis, Peters-
burg and Romney on consecutive nights, May
21-23, A team of four Department of, Highway

Corridor 4 is one of a series of four-lane
nighwyas designed to improve the transport-
stion system of Appalacnian ereas, and thus
bring economic growth. The Appalechian Re-
gionzl Commission helps planand finance the
highways in cooperatlon.with the state high-
way departments involwed. At, issue now is
the locefion of Corridor ¥ between Uymer
{rear Elkina) and the Virginla state line.
The Oepartment of Highuays presented a
myriad of alternate routes,

by Lowell Markey

First Yest Virginia highway to be "brought
to the pepple® through the "Action Plan,”
which includes putilic review and comment be-
fore construction,

One of the most oft-ssked guestlons at
all three hearings was something llke:"uhen
will it be gone?* Filtering through the
hemming and hawing by DOHers =mt all three
meetings, it can he summarized by saying
completion is not expected saon, One gff)-

cmusl one cial 1et
englineers and s representetive of £. S. citizen to say"This map is the -onn?mntlc PR PR, SN0 e Rpkay uule et w9
Preston snd Associstes,ConsultingEngineers, thing [‘ve ever seen.®fAmong the alternative
fielded questions and hesrd comments. In routes were those that crossed Dolly Sods, P 7
Petersburg end Romney, the meetings were uwent through the Greenlasno Gep, across Canaen
thaired by representatives of the Reglon B8 uUaslley, and ower the South Breanch of the
Flanning and Development Council, in Davis, Potomac Fiver.
by the Chelirman aof the Tucker Co. Planning The three public hearings were held as
Commission. Attendance was approximately part of the locstion phase of Corridor H
100 in Davis, 65 in Petersburg, and 100 in development. This phase will be followed signs. Wn therefere Join with the mejority
Romnev. by design, construction snd, Tinally, con- of testispny st the Devis fwaring in calling
tract phasea. Corridor # ls apparently the for Corridor H to svold the Canasn Vslley
e deplore the apperent assumptlion of the
AAC that Corridor H i{s needed for the devel
opment of this valley.In fact our opinion 1t
that Corridor H would threaten the orderly
Corridor H 3 gevelopment of the velley, rather tnan en
p courage 1t.
The third ares of speclal concern to the
mass trensit facilities, which sre worfully time but without thelr comslderstlon a cOm- Cangeryancy is the Dplly Sods,merked an the
inadeguate or non-existent in West Virgtnis. plete review of alternatives as required 18 g.n a9 #3, There is no sres cioser to the

Two routes mot currently under consider-
stion should be : the original routing wvie
the Mouth of Seneca and the Elkins-Persone-
Thomas route.

When Carridor H “was first proposed, the
Highlands Conservancy oppased the routing
‘that would go near Seneca Rocks vias Whites
Run. ue felt that it endangered the develop-
ment of the Seneca Rocks-Spruce Knob Na-
tional Recreation Area in addition to ceus-
ing irreparable harmto hites Run and other
natural sreas. Subsequently the U.S5. Forest
Service encd others preveiled upon the ARC to
shift Corridor H north towsrds Scherr. Al-
thoughj we eagreed with the view thaet other
slternatives should be considered, we still
feel that all feasible and reasonable alter-
natives should be considered et the seme
time. UWe therefore ask the DOM and the ARC
to reopen the original route for consider-
ation. The decision to proceed through or
near Cansen Valley wes made too hastily,
without public input et all, end indeed with-
fneld from the public for many months after

it was made. There is elso evigence that
politicel consigerstions influenced that
decision.

Shortly after that decision, the Wildlife
Resources Division of the West Virginia De-
partment of Nstural Resources endoreed the
flkins-Parsons-Thomas routing.  Other re-
sponsible volces were heard to support thst
recommendation, but the DOH sew fit to begin
construction east, not north, from Elkins
instead. That actionby the DOH, sencticned
by the FHA and the ARC was taken by many =8
e clemr signal that the public was not in
fact to be consulted in the planning for
highuay locations.

We ssked then, and we repeat now, for @
moritorium on construction east from Elkins
until tnere is @ thorough re-examination of
the Elkins-Farsons alternative.dithout such
a re-examination, the continued development
of Corridor * becomes @ farce from the points

of wiew of public involvement, economic, ang.

environmental considerations.

Tne decision to use Scherr as an inter-

mediate terminus,and the non-decision to not
consiges the [lkins-Parsons-Thomas alterna-
tiye were wrong, Operhags illegal, and cer-
tainly mage witnout full  regerd for the
facts. Je-now belie.e the AAC should look at
@il alternatives from tlkins toVirginia and
‘the Jime without using Scheer as an artifl-
Cintermediate  termines.  We feel th
Jheiming testimony 8t the three public
n% St peaple.” lo repeat, we are not
sinyy  wither af  these rostes at this
: i o, - .

lyf A

iNgs telg terently mekes this the clear -
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imposaible.

Now let us turn to the alternatives that
are currently wnder consleration. The
problems with themare many,which is snother
reason for the reconsideration of the other
two options.

We found the maps wade avallable at the
recent hearings to be confusing at best. No
specific {dentifications were made of the
various lines.sp we are enclosing & map ref-
erenced to our comments. Tne Elkins-Farsons
-Thomas route has been marked at #1,8nd the
originmal route as #b.

Of the various routes that proceed north-
west from Wymer to Scherr, we are concerned
with three general sress. Each of these is
en area af truly unigue erwironmental im-
portance., First the several lines thet ei-
there cross or proceed along the free-flowin
rivers in the area will ceuse irreparable
hars to these rivers. Lourel Fork, Glady
Fork, Dry Forc, snd Fed Creek sre sll un-
spoiled, magnificent mountain streams known
widely Tor fishing ang the rapidly growing
sport of whitewater canoeing. These are
marked as #Z2. In fact this combinetion of
rivers is perhaps one cof the best networks
of riveras in suchs small geographic eres in
West Virginia, or perhaps in the nearby
states, for offering wmore miles of uneqg-
ualled whitewater canoeing.Hardly a week
end passes during the year withput boets
seen on these rivers. Highuay gomtructinn
would create environmental degradstion that
would never be overcome, and these rivers
would lose Forgver their unspolled natural
beauty and character. i

The second arees of concern is the Canaan
Valley. To begin with, we repeat that Foute
32 that currently traverses Cansan Valley
contalined the longest straight stretch of
nighuey in West Virginia uhen it wes built,
end still
traffic needs of the area. But wmore im-
portantly the Cansan Valley is a recognizec
unigue netural ares.In fact recently it hes
been proposed as a National Landmark in a
study undertsken for the US Interior Depart-
ment. Alrfeady in existence is the Canaan
Valley State Park, which together with the
Bleckuater Falls State Park, fTorms a com-
bination of year-round state facilities of
which all West Virginiss are justly proud.
Several af the proposed routings cross
through land belonging to these tuo parks.
The use of such lands for highuay develop-
ment is clearly in conflict with the stated
management ob jectives of the stateparka e
feel that the use of these lw roads
would be in violstion of recent ‘co

o o dven el b, L e e g LIS,

is more than adequate far the
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hearts of our members than this magnificent
wilderness. e hawve long fought to have it
permsnently protected from al! development.
Nearly ten years ago we opposed the Allegheny
Parkway proposal that would hmve rulned Lis
natural charecter. Later we supported the
purchase of the mineral rights by the Nature
Conservancy to eliminate the genger of cosl
mining. And most recently we have struggled
to have the Dolly Sods included under the
Wilderness Act. Our effarat, and those of
others who agree withus have helped achleve
unanimgus passage by the US Senate, and
favorsble ection in the US Mguse of Hepre-
sentatives is expected soon. The Uolly Sods
would then be protected from any man-made
activity including Corridor H, end we would
take all necessary steps to se# such pro-
tection maintained.

,In agdition to the erwirommentally fragile
areas already mentioned,we call sttention to
a fourth area, OGreenland Gep, near Scherr,
marked at #6 on the map. (Greenland Gen is
widely known @s & unigque natural ares Tor
its unusual flora snd faunae,its fishing,end
its unspoiled natural besuty ang cheracter.
Although we recognize that it provides an
engineer's solutlion to the problem of cross-
ing Neu Creek Mountain, we unequivocally
state that no highusy construction should
come through this ares. Ue supported the
recent aetion by the pwners who deeded
portions of the Gep to the Nature Conservenc,
for its perpetual protection as a naturel
grea, and we would assist any effort to keep
Corridor H out.

Finelly, we call upon the DOH, the ARC,
end the FHA to stop the plece-meal planning
approach. It seems that the unigue natursl
aress of the Highlands are threatened by ®
host of proposels from federal mgencies. A
truly regional, inter-sgency environmental
impact statement is reguired that would die-
cuss the  inter-relationships of the U.S,
Foresh projects, the federal Power Commis-
sion's Davis Power Project,proposals by the
U.5. Perks Service and others. Since Cor-
ridor H sppears to link up potentislly with
all these,the farthcoming envirgnmental im-
act statement for Corridor H should be the
vehicle for such an inter-egency effort.

We feel thet after all the ressonsble
alternatives are exsmined from an engineer-
ing, an economic, snd an environmental per-
spective, the decision to sbandon further
planning for Corridor W will be inescapsble.

David P, Elkinton
president



Senate Passes Eastern Wilderness Bill

On Friday, May 31, S5.3433, the Esstern
Areas bill reported by the Senate
Committee wes amended on the

Senate and pessed. The bill
the House of Representatives.

T
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;enator Jackson introduced a single pack-
the packsge was ap-
The Jackson amengment limits the
anti-mining and condemnation
to areas east of the

3433's immediate withdrawel of
subseguent mining entires spplies to esstern
wilderness aress snd study sress only. Th

by Helen McGinnis

proposed Dolly Sods Wilderness.

Jackson's smendment mekes clear thet S.
lends Trom

Amonn the 19 instant aress sre Dolly Sods  provisions of S.3433

10.715 acres) and Otter Creek (20,000 - 100th merigian. Although these provisions western aress will continue to stay open to
cres). Farty wilderness study eress, in- would have been desirable strictly from the mineral entries until Janusry 1, 1984, under
cluding Cranberry(36,300 acres) ere includ- standpoint of protecting wilderness in the  the besic 1964 Act. (The Interior Committee
pc.  Although wilderness sdvocates did not West, they were deleted because they would is presently considering a mining bill, 5.
get all that they wanted in the way of &~ have stirred up strng objections from many 1010, which would close western wilderness
mendments pessage of G5.3433 is @ solid western congressmen and resulted in defest areas to mineral entry much sooner than

victory for the Eastern Wilderness campaign.

Only a handful of senators, including
Jest Virginia's Aobert Syrd, were sctuelly
t floor during the debate and vote on
. 3L33. Senator Byrd hes refused to commit
rnimeself onthe wilderness bill but epparent-
ly voted in favor of it.

What’s the Value of A Gallon of Gasoline?

the time tactor becomes
a necessary ingredient tocalculate the real
value of caloric energy which originates
from a photosynthetic source.

For instance, my black angus steer, which
had been casually watching my harvest oper-
ations, requires the energy of the corn at
frequent intervals to live and grow. Let's
say that after planting the field to corn in
May, I tell my steer, "Now don'tworry about
not being fed for a few months, because after
the harvest in November there will be plenty

to eat." Neither the steer nor my farming
operation would survive very long on that
procedure.

Biological machinery (cells) cannot op-
erate on grain futurities as quoted on t
Stock Market. Cells require a continual
supply of solar energy in some form fo re-
main in operation. The carrying capacity of
a biological community, i.e., the maximum
amount of biological material that can be
supported as delimited by the energy avail-
ab‘l)e. is a direct function of this time
period. Organisms are dependent upon this
time period as it is directly related to the
prime energy sources. I may have to borrow
money to buy grain elsewhere to feed my steer
until the November harvest. It takes time
to harvest solar energy photosynthetically
and this time period had value. Ecologi-
cally this concept is just as valid for har-
vesting ancient sunsiiine in the fossil fuels
as it is for harves.ing recent sunshine by
corn.

Ecologically then it becomes more proper
*o speak in terms of "time calories™ €

t calories. A time calorie is defined

. =« calorie produced from a photosynthetic
sree multiplied by the duration of time
ts formation.

-alorie - calorie x time of formation

For the recent sunshine energy inmy corn,
the time factor was one growing season or one

year, for simplicity. For the ancient sun-
.hine energy in the gasoline that I used,
geclogists mention words like Paleozoic and

Silurian and considerable periods of time.
The 400 million years since Silurian Ctime
when some Ohio petroleum was formed, is
storage time as is probably most of the ap-
preximate 28 million years of the duration
of Silurian time. A minimal estimate of the
duration of the photosynthetic season during
which the energy was actually harvested in
petroleum that is currently being extracted
in ORin from the Clinton Formation (Silurian)
is 100,000 years.

Values of fossil fuel energy sources
should be determined in terms of time calo-
ries, and not as our present economic system
calculates these values which for the most
part reflect only extraction, refining, and
transportation costs. This requires that
the current cost of ghotos;mthetlc energy
sources he multiplied by the time of forma-
tion jactor. .

of the entire bill. As the bill now stands,
the Secretary of Agriculture will heve dis-
cretionary authority
to issue grezing permits,
grazing where it
purpases of this (1974) Act."
could continue adjiacent to

in the East to refuse
but may continue
is "consistent with the

Thus grazing
snd within the

by Charles King O

cost ot energy in terms = current cost per

of time calories unith:f photo-
synthetic mrt;
source x time o
formation.

cost of energy in terms = §1 per bushel
of time calories from x 1 year
corn = $1 per bushel

The time calorie cost of corn energy,
therefore, is not different from the current
calorie cost as determined by the normal
market value, $1 a bushel.

However, the cost of gasoline when cal-
culated ona time <calorie basis becomes
significantly different.

cost of energy from = $.35 per gallon x
gasoline in terms of 100,000 years
time calories = $35,000 per gallon

Fossil fuel costs when calculated only
on a caloricyield basis are grossly inade-
quate in view of basic concepts ot ecological
energetics. The time period that was re-
quired to harvest that solar energy is eco-
logically a very relevant factor and should
be included in the calculation of its eco-
logical worth. Although energy from coal
is somewhat less costly than petroleum as
regards time calories, it is not signifi-
cantly so, and the concept remains valid for
solid fossil fuels.

It's ironic that our economic system does
consider time as an important economic factor
when we harvest solar energy with renewable
resources such as corn (e.g., interest on

rvest carry-over loans), but does not
consider time of formation significant when
pricing our non-renewable fossil fuel re-
sources.

Ecological worth should affect economic
worth since most economic worth is reall
structured upon ecological bases. .\lthtmsz
the time calorie cost projections may seem
ridiculous even in times of rising fuel

ces, the real lessonis that finite fussil

1 reserves are quite precious, much more
so than we generally realize, The really
precious minerals of the earth are not gold
and silver but coal, oil, and natural gas
since they contain energy that gets work
done. As Americans (about 6 of the
world's por.n.tiun) our sffluent life style

rge measure to the work accom-

plished by inter jecting massive amounts (ap-

tely 40 ent of the world's usage)

of ancient sunshine ene from fossil fuels

thereby making it artificial and possibly
short-lived.

In contrast, most of the rest of the
world's human socieites and virutally all of
the natural communities, operate primarily |
on recent sunshine energy and therefore
function at considerably lower levels of
activity (and also ecological violence). It
is interesting to contemplate what our life
sytles and social structure wouldbe if fos-

-

1984). The withdrawsl will not affect Otter
Creek or Cranberry because ex
rights are
government's right to acguire or condemn.
Exploration spparently may continue in the
study areas.

Part 2

mineral

preserved, sub vy to the

hio Biological Survey

sil fuel energy were not available, What
would be our attitude towards slavery for
instance? How lmld our society sur-
vive if we were s ly deprived of elec-
tricity (most of which is generated from
burning fossil fuel)? The current "m‘l‘%\f
crisis" whether real or contrived, might

ovide valuable insights as to the impact

pT
leti f earth's finite
gﬁm%‘%ﬁ‘:‘p on g::l? life styles.

In view of our dependence fossil
fuels, it is imperative that we become fru-
gl with them until safe new energy sources

ve been developed. However, we continue
to devise and implement grandiose plans and
machines, some of which enormous con-
comitant ecological violence, toextract fos-
sil fuels in bigger quantities faster than
ever to meet our "energy needs" (which for
a c derable part are "
_uﬂtl'?"’. le pa really our "energy

After compari even minimal time calo-
rie costs of gasoline ($35,000 a gallon),
with the time calorie value of the corn I
was harvesting, it was obvious that my ag-
ricultural efforts were quite inefficient,
rather than as I had E;vtmly calculated.
There was no fit a huge deficite.
Using ten & lons of that expensive fuel
(10 x $35 or $350,000) on my acre to

100 bushe ot’co_vm at $1 per busnel
or $100) is extravagant economics. This
is not investing $250,000 to recover $350,000
+ $100. This {s really spending $350,000
just to make $100. Granted there i{s a con-
version from nonbiologically useable fuel
(pasoline) to biologically useable food,but
at what a cel

Gradually, the rhythm of the idling Ford
became very ominous as it advertised the
enormous sums of time calorie costs for every
instant it operated. It echoed the
that not only were my agricultural m
inefficient in these terms but so were vir-
tually all those of the entire county. (The
Amish are an interesting exceptiom). And
not only agriculture but also our entire
economy. Profit or economic feasibility as
is normally calculated on almost all
ducts or services is based on unreal eco 4

ical costs of fossil fuel . We are
spendin? our unrenewable natural capital at
fantastic rates. tal which took eons of

Cime to accumulate is being cashed in ex-
travagantly in a few short years of earth's
history, and that rate, to our discredit,
continues to accelerate.

As I threw a few more ears of corn into
the wa it became obvious that the im-
plications of the highcosts of time calories
were enormous. Our society is the most de-
manding in earth's history as regards these

ious finite fossil fuel resources.
refore, in terms of energv use. our soci-
ety is not only the most inefficient but also
"tl:ae most overpopulated in the world's his-
ry.

About that time, the tractor engine

coughed and stopped. It had run out of gas.

(Reprinted from The Explorer, Fall 1973



Jackson's amendment limits the Secretary's
condemnation power to the eastern areas de-
. signeted pursuent to 5, 3433, The [964 sct
witndrew that power ss to widderness areas
designated thereuncer. Inthe case of east-
ern wilderness sreas, under 5,3L33 the Sec-
retary nay condesnaprivate inholding If he
finds the owner's use to "be incompatible
with the management of such ares as wilder-
ness ond the owner or owners manifest un-
willingness, and subseguently Ffell, to
promptly discontinue such incompatible use.”
In west Virginia, only Otter Creek conthins
inhgldings, including the Long family prop-
erty at the mouth gf the creek and an unin-
;\ﬂlm tract astride the Big Springs Gap
reil.

Tre Jackson smendmenri also extends the
periog curing which & study sres will remais
sub fect to 5.3433's meanagement protections.
Origirafly 5. 333'set the limit st three

froe the gate the President submits
his (i.e., the Forest Service's) recommend-
ation to Congress. As smended, 5.3u33 says
tne protection "shall in no case extend be-
yond the expiration of the thir agggglg

from the cate of submission,®™ wni

could mesn nesrly eight years if a submis-
sion is mage very early in the first session
of s Congress. Fey senators even pledged to
give adoltional extensions inthe future, iF
warranted.

The management of eastern study areas was
not covered bya fermal smendment. Instead,
Senator Gaylard Nelson of Wisconsin (a very
good friend of wilderness) engaged in a
dialogue with Senator Aiken to establish
legisletive history. to support the proposi-
tion that off road vehicular use would not
pe permissible except on inholdings er in
getting access to inholdings. The Farest
Service had indiceted that It would permit
2 broeader Tormof usesg lgng as the environ-
mentsl effects would be only “trenmsitory.”
Anather floor colloguy established that
existing roeds, poweriines, and other is-
provements woulgoe allowed during the study
period. The unamended language of S5.3433
regarging management to “"maintain their

“for inclusion®™ iIn the wilderness
systemis still guite troubling. The Forest
Service has consistently maintained that any
pest disturbance Dy man qualifies en arem
from protection under the 1964 wilderness
Act ms it now stengds. [T Congress re jects
thet contention it mey turn arogund and claim
thet new intrusions, such &s clesrcuts
roeds, would not be gdisguslifications. -‘1

Eastern wilderness proponents will be
seeking Iintroduction of a new Dill similar
to 5.316 snd H.A. 13655 but with scoitlonal
aress and acresages, probsbly including an
11,656 scre Laurel Fork Study 8res. As new
sponsgrs ere gathered,. there may be sevpral
identical bills since the House limits the
number of sponsors on a8 given bill. In the
meantime, continue to press your local con-
gressmen to suppart H.A. 13655,

Congressman “arley 0. Staggers, key figure
in West Virginla because a2ll four proposed
wilderness areas are inhis district, mailec
® guestionaire to his constitients In May
msking their opinions on each area. ¥His
staff is tabuleting the returns and expects
to snnounce the rescltof the poll in a press
release in the third week of June.

Staggering Results:
p- 4
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Strip Mining Notes

HR 11500

This is the federal strip mine bill that,
tharks to fine work by Patsy Mink (Hewasii)
end Morris Udell (Arizona) end some conser-
vationiats sall eround the country, came put
of committee onto the House floor reletive-
unscathed.

- Nevertheless it is, @s Ken Hechler said,

woefully weak." It provides for state en-
forcement under federal standsrds. The pre-
sent West Virginia lew and its enforcement
by the Department of Netursl Resources would
substantially satisfy this bill -- which in-
dicetes :‘u wesk ness ,

Specific reguirements going beyand our
bill are : topsoil to be segregatec and re
pleced, no highwsll, and return to spprosi-

Hearings . B

completed before eignt to ten years passed.
At Petersburg, it wes suggestyd that the
DOH "hoped® the location phase could be
completed in 6 to B months, but that court
proceegings from intervenors could drag the
process out iderably.

It was steted that the Appalachian Re-
gional Commissionhad proposed three termin
for this portion of the Corrldor's route:
wWymer, Scherr and the Virginia state line
Another guestion sskedat al! three nearings
went something like: "uwhy is Scherr s ter-
minus?" Apparently a plan was developed for
this highwsy several years ago vhlich suggest
ed 8 route directly from Wymer to Wardens-
ville, pesaing just south of Fotersburg.
The crw'; to & route passing near Scherr
sdds izerre dog-leg” &s one “ampshire
County resident lsbellec it. DOM afficials
responded thetthe original route was changed
2fter public hearings in Harman several years
ago. The route wes chenged becsuse the U.5.
Forest Service gidn't went the route rumning
through the Spruceknob-Senecafocks National
Recreation Ares, and because the ARL felt &
route near Devis and Thomas would spur eco-
nomic development in that area. There was
also reference from several in the audience
at Petersburg and Fomney sbout & mysterious
"man from Pittsburgh," who argued that the
route would be detrimental to the trout in
the Whites Aun end Seneca Creek watersheds.
DOM representatives indicated that the only
way Scherr couldbe eliminatedas a terminus,
would be if the Appalachian Fegional Com-
mission changes (ts mind.

Sesll citizen groups representing thaose
who lived slong a portion of one of the al-
ternatives came to give various reassons uhy
the highway shoulon't be located rear (ors
aver) them. The residents of Canean Valley
asked thaet the highway not go through the
Valley,but be located to the weat down “io-
dle Mountain to Devis. Various civic groups
supported this position. Individuals from
the New Creek Vaslley (Foute 93) near Meyser
opposed the highwsy in their erea because it
would endenger a water supply system, Dring
unwanted noise end ®ir pollution, &nd pos-
sibly affect sanitstion inthe valley during
comstruction. & representative of Allegheny
Mining Co. opposed sll the northern routes
pecause of a potential loss in cosl pro-
guction. A Fomney citizen msked that three
valleys not be disturbed - Naorth Hiver
Patterson Creek and South Hranch Valley
Sevbral Trom Patierson Creek pleaded that
valuatie farm land in that afea not be taken
gut of production by a four-lame highway.

Tnere were B Tew 3L each nearing who want-
it it mear thelr community.fmong groups and
ingdividuals with these siants were the Homney
amy the Keyser-Mineral Cownty Cnampers of
Commrre: n Tucker County Tarmer who offerea
use nf his land, which he claimeg hed large
Arppsits of |imestone vhich rould be used in
thn constroction af the nigheay:and a Moore-
riegl citlzen dv said the road should go
near ceonomically deprived aress.

b PN | '
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by Nicholas Zvegintzov

mate original contour. In the arem of pub-
lic participstion it requires putlic adver-
tisement not just of mpplications for permits
but nlu;!n: mli::um for bond releane,
ving us chence toth to predict
the effect of future strips and to s:q ::m-
licly "we told you so® afterwsrds. In md-
dition, .the DNR would be reguires tn holo
public hesrings on citizen protests and to
write s rebuttel ( under present practice
they just pass protests on to the siripper).
, copies of all materisls relating to a
permit must be svallable for irmmpection In
'the area of the mining.

The sbove provisions are excellent. Hut
the bill wessles on key erwirgprmental stan-
dards -- eroslon and water pollution must be
prevented "es effectively as passible,” high
walls mey be reduced by pushing extrs spoil
off the top If "the regulatory suthority
finds that such disturbence will facilitate
complisnce with the environmental protection
standards of this section,” snd so on.

There is one provision that promises some
interesting confrontations. The operstor
must “restore the land effected to » condl-
tion st least fully capable of supporting
the uses which it wes capsble of supportlng
prier to any mining.* If the lang once sup
ported northern hardwood forest and now
suppcrts black locust, white pine and pralrie
gresses, plus the promise that "pne day®
maple and osk will returm -- does that satd
iefy this provision?

-

Coelition Reguests

The labbying in Congress on this bill is
oring coordinetedby COALition Against Strip
#inming, whose co - cheirpeople sre Richerd
wustin of Uest Virginia snd Cernlyn Alder-
son of Montana, whose husband is descenced
from John Algerson, founder of Alcersen in
Greenbrier County.

COALition reguests that you write your
represemeative that M8 11500 is unacceptebile
without (et lesst) the following changes:

1. The bill should provide for a phase-
out of stripping. Magre than A0 % pf the
nation's coal cennot be stripped. Contiru-
tionof stripping postpones serious efforts
to demote deep mining from the nation's ¥ |

industrisl kiiler. tripping subsidizes
electr.c power generstion st the price of
fertile ;urfescelland, w0 that If stripping

Is nmot «nded by deliverate policy it will
be endegd y the double shock of an energy
crisis 200 oo agriculturel criseis.

Ee he £.1] should include the einer
ling Emencomen, which would reguire all
coal producers "g 8llocate $2.50 per ton tao

pither reclemation or warkers' health and
safety. This provislion woulg pacourage strip
mine operators to plick ap the rrwironmental
coets of stripping Just a8 the deco mine
health snd safety sct nas madge deep mine
oPerstors plck upg the heslith onsts of oeen
mining.

3. The #7111 shauld include s pnackage of
w@ter ERendments -- no mining throwgs st reans
L importent in wet aress !l surs and ™a
mining of Gater-hearing streta [ ari~ arees
fout west).

-
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Hills Creek in Trouble: “WeDo Not See Eye to Eye’- =

The following exchange of letters between
Conservency member Peter Hauer and Senator
Robert C. Byrd on the question of Eagle
Lake occurred prior to the June 13 public
meeting. Hauer's letter clearly - sets
forth the case againat Eagle Lake, while
Senator Byrd's reply reveals the plannin
and consideratinon on the bureaucratic level
which has gone into Eagle Leke.

Senator Raobert C. Byrd
United States Senate
Wasaington, D. C.

Dear Senator 8Byrd,

I am a resident of West Virginias, and
run 8 farm on the downstream portions of
the Hills Creek dreinage asrea. I am deeply
concerned about the proposed Eagle Leke im-
poundment above the Falls of Hills Creek,
and the possible effects it may have on Hills
Creek, the Falls,the Sinks where Hills Creek
goes underground,and the surrounding lands.
I am also concerned about the effects of the
campground near the Cranberry Glades Botani
cal Ares, which is an edditionsl part of
the Eagle Lake project.

I have thoroughly read the dreft EIS on
this project and am appalled that one of the
lest wild stretches of native brook trout
habitat is so carelessly being eliminated
by this. I don't understand why one of the
Easst's only ancient Indian Trails, the Po-
cahontas Trail, wmust be partly obliterated
and intruded upon,particularly when a large
portion of it has already been destroyed by
careless and mindless clearcutting practicesa

I cannot imagine why a major nationsal
scenic phenomenon like Uest Virginia's
highest waterfalls, HillsCreek Scenic Area,
must run red with silt for 2-3 years of con-
struction. These tons of silt do not term-
inate at the Federal land boundary. They
will be weshed downstream through the unigue
Hills Creek gorge,until the level limestone
valley is reached, and over a stretch of 2-
3 miles they will be deposited on good farm-
lands. Hills Creek ends in & huge sink,
Hills Creek Ceve. This ceve is periodically
blocked by silt and debris under normal con-
ditions, forming a lake up to 100 acres in
extent. If the added burden of silt should

block these sinks,s lske 2 miles long would

be faormed, putting 100 feet of water over
the farms at the sinks (my own farm might
receive such damage),and covering the besu-
tiful village of Lobelis with 45-50 feet of
water. This plugging effect on sinkholes is
precisely what ceused much af the extenslve
damage in Pennsylvania during Hurricsne
Agnes. It could happen here. I don't went
8 recreational fishing leke to turn into
another Buffala Creek event.

The information sbout the plugging effect
of Hills Creek is well founded. As scon es
I hear of the proposal, I wrote to Dr.
Williem B. White of Pennaylvania State Uni-
versity. Dr. White is en internsticnally
recognized authority on karst hydrology,snd
has personally studied the Hills Creek karst
erea and written two scientific pepers on
it. He regulerly brings groups of geoclogy
students to West Virginis to study this un-
usual cavern ares. Dr. White responded to
my inguiry with the enclosed report. Plesse
read the report and conaider the seriousnsass
of Eagle Lake.The Forest Service wea total-
ly unaware of this asspect of the project un-
til I brought it up et =& public meeting.
Tneir nydrologist hed no knowledge of the
Sinks other then Dr. White's own papers,end
had not even visited the site.Now that
fave been informed I em sure that they will
try to retionelize the project's dangerous
potentiael. That wiil not sllow me s com-
fortable nights sleep when the next hurricam
comes alang.At least three other well known
karst geologists thet I heve spoken to have

concurred with Or. White's opinion.

Perhaps the most disturbing sspect of
Eagle Leke is not the demage it might do in
a side-effect sort of u.y A fer more eso-

f'" The Meeting }

On June 13th, a large crowd turned out at
the Hillsboro Elementary School for the
Forest Service Public Meeting on the proposed
Eegle Lake project on Hills Creek ,Pocahontas
County. Testimony was given in both direc-
tions, and a8 rought estimete would put the
participents at about 50/50 pro or con.

One of the most eignificent statements

givenuwas froma professor of boteny at W.Va.
Univ. He noted the 50 year deterioration of
the Cranberry Glades from adjoining human
activities,snd predicteddire resulte if the
Eegle Leke cempground does go in upstream
from the Glades. A representative of the
local Izesk Yalton Leage Chapter spoke &-
geinst the impact of these developments on
hunting quelity in the sres,particulerly in
regerds to the area status as & Black Bear
senctuary. Fred Kyle, of the Stste Park
system,noted the FS statement in regards to
breaking the continuity end boredom of a
continuous forest and worried about the soul
of the man who could meke such & statement.
Richard Dale, superintendant of Wetogs State
Park, noted that he had never turned sway s
camper and that 100 new cemping units ars
going in e Watoge Park, and gquestioned the
need for an edditional cempground. Seversl
downstresm residents plesded for = halt to
the project, which mey thresten their lends
and farms st the sinks of Hills Creek, with
significant flood dangers. Envirormental
Geologist Keith Kirk submitted s technical
report to the FS the dey after the meeting
supporting that contention. Likewise, the
Kanawha Chapter of Trout Unlimited disep-
proved in =& written statement to Forest
Supervisor Al Troutt,due to the irreconcil-
able loss of yet anothedsst remnant of our
native trout habitat.Sam Hill of Hillsboro,
2 retired engineer, noted that the C-nty
Court and Planning Commission had not given
approval to the project,and many other local
residents gquesticned the wisdom of Eegle
Lake.

In support of the project, many area res-
idents testified to their need for jobs end
tourist income. = The Forest Service noted
that only @8 little over e dozen joba, ms &
part time of the two year construction phase,
would be available, and that maybe one per-
manent job  would result from Esgle Laskel
The Mayor and Chamber of Commerce of Richwood
strongly supported the idea in the hopes of
attracting toruist dollars, and w:orm
e needed campground for trallertype
who visit the eree end wind up perked on
Richwood streets st night. UWhen questioned
ebout existing campgrounds, they admitted
that the only commercial enterprise of the
kind in their sreswas -muttn fold for leck
of business.

Now that the meeting -nu public inmput for
the final Environmental Impact Statement are
pessed, it will be studied by Forest Service
people who will prepare an Impact Statement
eand have it officially filed by September
1st. After that date, Supervisor Al Troutt
will make =2 decision and recommendation on
Eagle Lake,which will be in turn approved or
disapproved by the regional supervisor in
Milwaukee. Until that time it is most im-
portant that your feelings and opinions on
the matter be made known to your political
representatives, Senator R. Byrd in partic-
ular. My personal letter to Senator Byrd
and his reply, in this issue, mske clear his
position on the matter. All individusls snd
organizations are encouraged to support the
Conservancy's opposition to Eagle Lake, in
hopes for amore natural future for America's
last vestiges of Eastern wild lands.
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like the full page photo

W '- on Assricen
rness,or in - m(g‘r’l- |
Ject goes through w months
issue of Southern uvm Magazine: “Lenda
do still exist in the modern world whers
nothing has changed for the pest few decades
or even for the pest few centuries. Mills
Creek Fells Scenic Area in the West rgl_d._
mountgins is such a place.” I resll | wonder

E"
,I

Just how much longer Americeswill st
such places. Eagle Lske will not help. h
Senator,please don’t think that I |
grateful for the work you have done i
curing funding for
your concern with
recreational facilities

:
7

,

for tr-p-nll

I merely think thatmore cereful planning snd
studying and more t and MIM--: :
of the people are ‘' needed before s - T
should be so final as to uqm.n the 1

of $815,000 of our tax money for -uehn___
Ject. I am personally mtqnlmtlp-y:

like Esgle Lake. I sm only sgeinst the =
cality that has been chosen.There are many,
meny areas that already miﬂ:,_!
degree of deve , which could be used
for a fishing lske, without ‘the

destroying

irreplacable natural values of an undisturbed
place like Hills Creek.Since the trout will
not breed in Eagle Lake,but will be m
from a hatchery, during the tourist season,
there is no reason why a warmer-water site 5:
might not be advisable, = lske similar to
themmﬂntmsmm It would
be just to locate the lske closer to 314
linton. As of now, only Richubod stands il- i |
gain any real economic benefits from
Lake, even though the laske is to be located
in the more poverty stricken
County. I think that a site should be found
closer to US 219.

Not wanting to go beyond e simple letter,
1 will terminate my comments st this point. |
There is much more that uumﬂm& '

E

said sbout tegle Lake. I hope that you will
give these thoughts your consider-
ation, Senatory Syrd. I believe that you
an honest ,and will keep nﬂl

i

of this Eagle Lake thing, “
multi-generational effects of 'lur
on the future of the American plmll.

i!!g

Peter M. Hauer f

Rt. 1, Box 247

Hillsboro, WV 24946 ]
Dear Mr. Hsuer: =

This will an-mm m -
expreases mttlﬂn pma =
Leke Project. e |
This project ummldthldhnar--
mended by the Forest Service, but for which
no money had ever been provided until I of-
fered an amendment to an appropristions bill.
Inasmuch ss I am on the Appropriations Com-
mittee, I feel that I should do everything
1 can to get federsl projects for West Vir- = |
snd I felt it my duty to offer the

sequently, the m-nl' n-pmu- -
dopted it.

I mﬂm have your l!milﬂ:. I re- 2

gret that we do not see eye to eye on this
pro ject. Sincerely m,_ x
2 Rabert C. Byrd

U-S-Sm : ,.‘
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