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I t:tamt"-ziud '1:::6 there were several
= rennial Rivers and

Harbors Bill (S.2798), gh.e pork barrel that
E_ distributes largesse around the country in

- the form of public works. The amendments
were all aimed at reducing envirommentally
unfavorable aspects of thc bill. The Prox-
J»ruu amendment would have altered teh dis-
~ count rate allowed for new construction pro-

. jects. l-un:ic interest rates would can-
E.‘ cel waiy projects because the cost-benefit
ratios d not warrant their construction.

This amendment failed and a substitute was
~ offered by Sen. Buckleyand, although not as
-3 M_QH‘ """‘l"" ~amendment, would

.;‘mm of a part of his belo-vad
| North Carolima. Agat
| Senator Randolph nor Semator Byrd saw fit to
fL : any of these amendments which in it-
b is not remarkable, but our Conservancy
' Congfess-watchers tell us that down in the
pits leading the fight against the Ervin
'-_;_ mdm our own Senator Randolph,
__ champion of the public works. Senator Byrd,
: nformed, was originally in fa‘or
» but - oted late. il'htn
‘saw what direction the tidewas going, he
lot accordingly, apparently in a
keep his strength \dr.h
ma jority, rvegardless of the ef-
his native state.
all hearings thus far, it has been
| elearly established that the Blue Ri Pro-
% t would result in detrimental flows to

=

West Virginia portions of the New River,
..-luntly reducing the recreational aspects
h un- and dmuuuy changing its

Accordingly, led by fessionals

Mmi.u of Wildlife Resources and

th State Attorney General's office, Hut
Wi nia interened in the proceedi
inter entionwas responsible for furt

hearings and more intensive invest-

% on. First this one, then that one mad:s

| Supplemental decisions, most of them not

[, ery pretty for West Virginians, but the

o t recent decision (yet to be fully ap-

-~ proed by the FPC) states that any benefits

E'.

-wi fuel short-gfes the
ce ?gre:ees no difficulty

ning aerial surveillance of the
ela National Forest during the spring
Te season,

t.o D. P. Fenwick,

: “ USFS Fire

the Monongahela is now em~
aerial surveil-

or storage of water for pollution dilution
caused by the Kanawha Valley chemical com-
panies are out. Largely due to the insist

ence of the state of West Virginia, the FPC
staff has removed its insistence on the in-
clusion of excessive amounts of water storage
which will result in a smaller reser oir.

Further, largely due to the efforts of West
Vlrglnu, the flows at Bluestone Dam will
be limited to 2,500 cfs during the critical
summer months of recreation and warm water
fish species fedding times. West Virginia
then got almost e erything it reauested and
the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy owes

& great debt of thanks to the munn. -f

e e
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I am wot & Martin Luther,

a John Wesley
or a voice ¢

ing in the wilderness. I have

,,_Blue Ridge Approval Signals Changes For New River

forts of Chauncey Browning and Frank Ellison
w??se insistence for West Virginians pald
off.

Although we {n West Virginia may take
comfort in the latest decision, the Blue
Ridge Project will undoubtedly be built and
as such does not represent any victory for
our conservation friends in Virginia and
North Carolina who are still saddled to what
amounts toa Davis and a Rowlesburg combined.
Although our state officials who have been
un justly accused of "dropping their oppt
sition" can no longer object to the pro jec
pPer s¢ on technical grounds, donservationists
are still urged to back efforts aimed a1
.R.tlrg D48 WBSIe.u. projeet.

Bottle Bills Get Heari ngs,

Need Letters

Virginia. But more help is needed immediate-

had a lot of help from many people in push-
ing a " Bottle Bill " for the State of West
Legislation

intheW. Va.

... Pending

Here are summaries and comments on some
bills pending in the WV Legislature that
relate to our interests. I would like to
thank many legislators who sent copies of
their bills, .gut I have not at press time
received all the bills I would like to study.

"HB" is a House of Delegates bill, "SB"
a Senate bill. "Charleston, W 25305" is
enough address for a letter to either.

HB 630 (Prunty)The sole purpose of the bill
appears to be to prohibit surface mining
on public lands.

Comment: Looks good.
cont.on p. 7

ly if West Virginia is going to bring its
litter problem under control.

During the last session of the West Vir-
ginia legislature Senators 5Si Galperin and
Pat Hamilton introduced a "Bottle Bill"™ in
the Senate. The bill did not get out of
committee.

I was discouraged at the time, but events
since then have convinced me that now, more
than ever, is the time to press the W.Va.
Legislature for controls on throw-away,
returnable beverage containers.

I am a member of the Kanawha Trail Club,
and we frequently take day hikes in Kanawha
State Forest throughout the year. Lagt
summer I spent very few moments enjoying the
tranquil atmosphere of the forest during own
hikes. Instead, I spent most of my time In
the forest picking up bottles and cans care-
lessly, thoughtlesslyand maliciously thrown
down by last week's party-goers. At one

non-

contonp. 7

tions.

Fenwick noted that federal regulations
allow civilian federal agencies ome~hundred
percent of their fuel needs for emergency
services. "We consider tection of forests
fro- wild fire in this category," he said.

QLMctricth. L.McManigle ob-

t the Forest Service is maintaining

un-a fire towers on the forest to supplement
aerial surveillance. The three towers are

mac s and Olson, Cheat District.
also ooted that in the event
of fuel cutbacks for air patrols, four addi-

Fire Patrol Survives Fuel Shortage mmmmmes

These include Bickel Knob near Elkins, Mikes
Knob in the Cranberry Back Country, Gaudineer
Knob on Cheat Mountain, and Hopkins Tower on
the Greenbrier District.

Several state fire towers, still inoper-
ation, will also supplement patrol of the
Monongahela. McManigle pointed out that the
Gauley District alone is surrounded by state
towers such as Potato Knob inWebster County,
Cattle Knob in Nicholas and Buck Knob in
Pocahontas.

Fenwick explained that manned fire towers
on the national forest have been phased out
i..::‘. aerial surveillance is more econom-~
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The Wall Street Journal recently pub-
lished (Jan. 3)a sneering attack on environ-
mentalists and their relation to present en-
ergy and economic crises. The editorial did
not blame environmentalists for the energy

From the Editor

crisis. In fact, it condescended to point
out that the Journal did not held environ -
mentalists soTely to blame for energy short-
ages.

But the Journal insisted that environment-
alists an elr concerns "can't stand much
scrutiny"” and that their solutions to envi-
ronmental ills require costs which are "ex-
The editorial accused environ-
mentalists of misleading Congress and press-
ing unwise environmental controls upon a
helpless public. While envirommentalists
regard the Journal editorial as luwdicrous,
we must be aware that public sentiment now
eyes envirommental concerns witha jaundiced
eye.

Elvis Stahr, former President of West
Virginia University and now president of th
National Audubon Society, responded to the
Journal's charges with a lengthy letter in
the Feb. 7 edition.

Stahr's letter began by asking the Jour-
exactly who they were talking about.

conservation inWest Virginia. But trankly,
with the commendable exception of Congress-
man Ken Hechler, our Congressmen and Senators
just do not see eye to eye with the Conser-
vancy and our program for protecting the West
Virginia highlands, its mountains, rivers,
and resources, from the excesses of indus-
try gone mad,

We had hoped thet the energy crisis would
at last bring it home to the ple and the
people's representatives, that industrial
gluttony 1is just as cardinal a sin as epi-
curean satiety. Wemust admit that we had it
all wrong. Our legislators have been as
quick as industry to push the panic button
and demand that provisions immediately be
made so that the American People, God
bless'em, can have all of the gasoline, heat-
ing oil, electricity, horsepower, highways
and man-made lakes which we have grown ac-
customed to. The price will be higher, of
course, but let us have more, more, more
and to hell with costs. We can always go
on strike for higher wages to make it up.

Congress is doing all it can to see that
no one suffers. Strip mining controls on a
national basis are without a future. Sen-
ator Randolph says the nation must have much
more strip mining, but "it must be environ-
mentally acceptable." Wedon't know what the
Senator means by that. But we've seen the
strip mined Ffor the
last four years in a manner that is "envir-
ommentally acc ble" to the West Virginia
Reclamation Divisfon. If that is what the
Senator means by"environmentally acceptable"
stripping, we say "Dead is dead, r the
g:c;ssd is shot, stabbed, poisoned or bull-

zed. .

nal

Congress is also working hard to relax
those annoying air pollution laws, which
were ssed, according to theWall Street
Journal, only because enviromnmentallsts
Tongress down a primrose pathwith question-
able statistics and scare tactics. But Con-
gress is now trying to make amends for their
gullibiltiy to the air polluters. Somehow
environmentalists managed to convince an un-
wary Congress that the reason their eyes
watered and their throats grew scratchy while
strolling down 5SthAvenue was largely due to
poisonous automobile exhaust. And that jet
pilots need no radar to find NewYorkCity --
they get up 20,000 feet and head for the big
yellow cloud. So automobile manufacturers
were given a deadline to get the poison out
of their products.

The deadline arrived,
cute gasoline shortage. Congress quickly
determined that a good way to alleviate the
He asked, "Are they the conservationists
who have warned for vyears that there is no
free lunch? Who have warned that shortages
were inevitable unless we developed more

rudent approaches to our use of energy and
inite resources? Are they the environ-
mentalists who have been calling for more
mass transit instead of more freeways - - -
For smaller, more efficient cars - - - For
recycling valuable resources - - - For such
old - fashioned concepts as buildings with
windows that open - - - and do not have to
be heated or cooled twenty-four hours a day,
everyday ?

Stahr then went on to proclaim that en-
vironmentalists "believe that broadside
assaults upon the environment or upon the
envirommental safeguards enacted in recent
years are both unjustified and dangerous to
the long-range interests of our country and
its people.”

Stahr concluded that "the energy crisis

ses many challenges and opportunities

tional discussion and sound balancing of
energy and envirommental priorities are
tertigly necessary."

Stahr's rebuttal to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, while not as forceful a rebuttal as we
vouid hope to counter the serious allega-
tions made by the Journal, nevertheless
points out that environmentalists are being
saddled witha }:.rf'. burden of responsibility
for the energy sis and its related econom-
ic crises now facing America.

Personally, we wonder how the editors of
Wall Street Journal would regard thinly-
veiled accusations vy the Voice that finan-
cial newspaper editors favored rivers which
have been declared fire hazards, unregulated
strip mining, indiscriminate highway build-
ing, burning of sulphur coal without
air pollution controls,
and Blackwater Rivers and non-returnable,
flip-top beer cans.

We don't reamkly think the editors of fi-
nancial newspapers favor the list of environ-
mental atrocities we've just mentioned.
But when we read in their newspapers 1+
cations that the envirommental movement has
precipitated the energy crisis, we wonder
what they do believe. If all environment-
alists ask themselves that question, the
movement will never die from complacency.

and with it an a-

Letters

The plan for the Snowshoe ski resort
calls for building the overnight accomoda-
tions as well as the ski runs on the head of
Shaver's Fork of Cheat. This plan casts a
shadow on the wisdom of the developers and
the prospects for success.

Resorts in Switzerland house the guests
in existing commmities {(Cass or Marlinton
or Huttonsville, for instance), leaving the
wilderness to the skiiing and climbing. There
are g reasons. First, it avoids the
environmental problems of hauling supplies
and fuel and human wastes in and qut of the
wilderness. Second, it gives the existinf
community an opportunity o invest in smal
businesses ( equi nt stores, souvenirs,
eateries, craft workshops) around the resort
and frees the developers from plamning al
these centrally. Third, it gives the vaca-
tioner a variety and choice in spending his
time and money that no central concession -
aire can match.

The Swiss airline carries millions of
people to Switzerland for winter wvacations
every vyear, tens of thousands from North
America. They know that a winter vacation
is not just riding up a hill on a winch
and sliding down on your feet (or rear end).
In their licity they say:

"The villages are villages, not collec-

tions of buildings made to look like vil-
y lages. . . . The manat the table next to

than in one o
tabbed the local people as hostile natives
to be trucked in to run the plant and trucked
out again at the end of their shift? (Imn
North Carolina,
West Virginia')

now may mean the difference
and failure for the developers, ard for West

Virginia the difference between ha of
man and nature or the conflice of man m{mt

man and man against nature,

The Reader’s Voice

youmay be a farmer, not just another ski-
er. His way of life may not be your wa
of life; and it is t‘h interplay o¥
different ways that makes life live."
Switzerland, like West Virginia, has
rugged land. Unlike West Virginia, it has
prosperity. The Swiss have prospered by
the wisdom that people like a wilderness to

visit, but they like to live in a community.
To put accomodations in the wilderness de-

stroys the wildernass without building a

community.

Can West Virginians not be as wise as

the Swiss? Do the planmers of Snowshoe feel
that their clients will be happier at night

in their Shangri-La on the spri
our communities?

ngs of Cheat
Have they

maybe, but surely not in

These are hard stions, but asking them

between success

icholas ntzov
“t. 2, Box 222
Hupert, W 25984

® * & * kK ® ® *

We have received criticismin the past for
never fi~ding anything good to say about
West Virgr.ia's Congressmen and Senmators.
We would like to compliment our solons {f
they would ever do ysomething beneficial to
conservation in H!It!‘i nia. But frankly,
with the commendable eption of Congress-
man Ken Hechler, our Congressmen and Senators
just do not see eye to eye with the Conser-
vancy and our rrogrn for protecting the West
Virginia highlands, its mountains, rivers,
and resources, from the excesses of indus-

try gone mad. "h" }

We had hoped that the energycrisis would
at last bring it home to the people and the
people's representative, that industrial
gluttony is just as cardinal a sin as epi-
curean satiety.Wemust admit that we had it
all wrong. Our legislators ha e been as
quick as industry to push the panic button
and demand that provisions immediately be
made so that the American People, Bod
.bless'em, can have all of the gasoline, heat-
ing oil, electricity, horsepower, highways
and man-made lakes which we have grown ac -
customed to. The price will be higher, of
course, but let us have more, more, more
and to hell with the costs. We can gO
on strike for higher wages to make it up.

Congress is doing all it can to see that
no one suffers. Strip mining controls on a
national basis are without a future. Sen-
ator Randolph says the nation must ha e much
more strip mining, but "it must be en iron-
mentally acceptable.” Wedon't know what the
Senator means by that. But we' e seen the
tortured Appalachians strip mined for the
last four years in a manmer that is "envir-
ormentally acceptable” to the West Virginia
Reclamation Division. If that is what the
Senator means by"envirommentally acca:::ble"
stripping, we say "Dead is dead, whet the
deceased is shot, stabbed, poisoned or bull-
dozed."

Congress is also working hard to relax
those amnoying air pollution laws, which
were s @according to the Wall Street
Journal, only because envirommentzIIsts led
Tongress down a primrose path with question-
able statistics and scare tactics. But Con-
gress is now trying to make amends for their
gullibility to the air polluters. Somehow
oty Truenes Ehor 0 misies Came vyes
wary t Teason T eyes
watered and their throats grew scratchy while
strolling down 5thAvenue was largely due to
poisonous automobile exhaust. And that jet
pilots need no radar to find New York City --
u-{ get up 20,000 feet and head for the big
Tellow clouwd. So automobile manufacturers
were given a deadline to get the poison out
of their products.

The d-dullmm. and with it an a-
cute gasoline s = Congress quickly
determined that a good way to alleviate the
sho was to lengthen the deadline for
That far - sightes decistse s Bastentes oo

ar - s sion is mming to
dividends i
;e mihblcf.' n), and gasoline is once

But they're working on water licty.
Both Senator Iudolph.':d Senator “wt:d
against an amendment to the recently passed
Rivers and Harbors Act (S. 2798 ) which would
have required a detailed study of bhe New
River in North Carolina befove the Federal
Power Commission could grant a license to
build the Blue Ridge Power Project. If Blue
Ridge comes, can Davis and Rowlesburg be far

All three projects are as useless
as snow inFlorida, so if one is built there

can be no reason the other
. e why two will not

What about wilderness, parks, natural

streams preservation recycli sewage
treatment? There ren’lly is notﬁt to say
except to throw up onc's hands repeat

"what about them?"

S0, to the readers of The Hi Voice
rglmf er t!;elVoice fs—mﬁy 50 %E'
of our legislators, we urge oot to

lose sight of the .y - gl
You understand our 1s and believe in them
the Conservancymay be around for many years

to prod the consciences of our legislators
and influence legislation in the public in-
terest. If you still believe there is

hing f which compl iment
%shtmﬁlu cmcv':n:;‘ is a great az



The Voice

We are overlooking from the Gaudineer
Tower this month, but in order to do so we
had to violate a Forest Service closure order
of the llflllﬂ.m structure. Aoparently it
is unsafe to climb any more. Or mavbe un

Overldalf

safe to understand what can le viewed from
it. What immense things may >e seen are
obscured Ly dense fogps so it will be our
e this month to see if we can cut
through some of the haze.
Most of the story is familiar to you by
now. Most of rthe Upper Shaver's Fork water

shed (s being exploited for personal pro-
fit and ownershin title is outside of
Forest Service control. Therz (s timber

up there and a very long, but thin seam of

coal. Also, what some le think will
turn in to the Aspen of t. At any
rate, most of these exploiters are playing

a =ame with agencies charged with the re-
-Yonliblluv of emirommental controls.
Played by making up thelir own rules as they
go and against people who sometimes appear
that they don't know how to plav, the ex
ploiters are clearly winning. When the rare
occasion comes up whereby a rule is against
the interests of the exploiters, no matter,
the rule is { ed.

For the last two vyears, the area has
been plagued Sy a plethora of small companies
nobody e er heard of and whose connections
are exceedingly difficult to trace. Company
A leases mineral rights to Company B who is
in charge of securing export coal for Japan.
B in turn employs Company C to actually mine
the coal. C does this with grear dispatch,
ignoring the amenities of applving for per
mits and such, and by the time the opponents
find out what is going on, all have accom-
plished their purpose, the pame has Leen won
and it is on to the next ru'ber or chucker
or whate er, It would come as no surprise to
anyone if it could be pro en that Companies
A, B, and C were in fact paper creations of
only one company. Or one man. Either case,
he or it wields an immensely effecrti e smog
machine,

Well, let's trump their openlmpnm with
a card played from the hand of ¢ Division
of Water Resources. This is a good move be

dtter Creek
Trip Reoort

On the weekend of Feb. 2-3, 1 ledamerry

band of stalwarts on a backpack trip into
Otter Creek. Sort of keeping check on WVHC
interests. Unlike so many comments I had
heard about Otter Creek's tralls being

crowded with too many hikers, our group didrft
see a soul. Small wonder. It was about
the third straight weekend of rain and the
whole basin was as soggy as a West Virginia
ski slope. Also, that was the weekend of
the great gas shortage.

Three observations were made. First,
four-wheel-drive trucks and all terrain ve-
hicles have been allowed to enter the basin
via the Big Springs Gap Trail whereupon they
ford the creek and then use the Otter Creek
Trail as their personal road bed. This has
resulted in tremendous gouges along the a-
bandoned llogude. The muddy, thin topsoil
has been eroded away in the steeper cections
and will require years to replace.

Vehicles have traveled in each direction
as far as a fallen boulder or blow down
would permit. At each of these deadends
there was the familiar collection of dis-
carded beer cans and boore bottles, items
missing from the interior campsites. Those
thoughtless few who could have carried out
such delris the easiest, didn"t. And they
caused inestimable damage to these fraciie
trails in the process.

The final observation could have been
related only to the gas shortage or it ma
portend of events to come. A nuarter u.n{
of gasoline was siJ;hon.d from my car parkpgd
overnight along W.Va. 72 and damage resulted
when Jorce was to remove the locked
cap. This is cited as » warning for those
requiring the leaving of their automobiles
unattended for such periods of time.

Bob Surrell

.

cause these fellows Invariablv refuse to
grant water discharge permits, and for very
~ood reason. It was a good move, but the
Covernor has a higher trump, the Water Re-
sources Board, a ouasi{ political group of
yes men who usually overrule the professional
decision. On this board sit men with
e i t f intere who lly follow the
ad ice o'fklm Eo.ff. m::::nt:tb e? Does
Conservation have a oice on the board
Ostensibly yes, but we understand he does
not attend the meetings any more.

But doesn't the home team hae any knights
or castles that can hold the king in check?
Apparently not, for when they are sent out
to make inspections of enemy territory, they
are run off by armed bishops who don't want
any white chessmen messin' around on their
slack spaces. And no one complains. But
then, how can you? Take out an injunction?
Where, in Randolph County? Do you Wnow what
happens to any kind of conser ation issue
taken into & Randolph County court? Jack
lighters are heroes there, so don't expect
any action from them. You don't even pet a
chance to collect $200 for passing go after
ha ing just paid a stiff rental on Board
walk,

Well, then, let's drag out our big guns,

the Feds. Let's not mess around with these
locals, we'll go right for the big time.
Forget it. We used to have the Army Corps

of Engineers. Peculiar bedfellows, but once
in awhile they showed signs of being human
and could exert considerable force on stream
malefactors under the 1399 acr. They also
would answer all letters promptiy. The
Corps was very instrumental in enforcing
this Act in the Huntington District, at least
and put the double check on a lot of coal
black kings. But then a new law came into

bei (McCleaver's First Law: When a law is

f to be good and effective, weaken it
with additional legislation.) The Corps no
longer has jurisdiction over pollution per
mits and such enforcement powers that they
once used are gone. Instead, this has been
given over Lo a new go'ernment bureaucracy,
the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency).
Being new, they do not ha'e effective means
of communication, they do not have policies
to cover things that are going on in the
field, and they don’t seem tobe interested
in enforcement.

If the coal company |ls not at this time
discharging wastes intoa stream, EPA is not
interested, EPA (s also not interested in
what may happen to a stream in the future,
e.p. what might happen |f seepape starts in
the future from an abandoned mine. EPA is
not interested in prosecuting a *iolator who
discharged without a permit and then closed
his operation before EPA pgot wind of it.
EPA is not concerned with the social harm
wrought to local i(nhabitants by environ
mentally unsound projects or pollution.
*That's just political b t'" said one
high EPA official to me o er the telephone
(they never put anything in writing) "We
are only concerned with water ocuality."
Well, 1 got news for wou, EPA, Shavers Fork
water quality ain't vhat it used to be.

S0 we have z governor who doesn't care,
a conscientious state apency whose hands
are always tied from abore, an ineffecti'e
county pos ernment, a dawdiing, disinterest
ed Federal agency, and an apatheric public
who allowit all to happen, It is no wonder
that the Shavers Fork exploliters always take
home all of the marhles. How long are you
willing for this to go on?

Capping the Bottle

How do bottlers feel about efforts taking
place throughout the country to ban throw-
away beverage containers.? Thus far West
Virginia "s bottlers have been opposed to S
50 and HB 823. Their arguments against the
bills have been defined largely by economics,
but their figures are questionable, their
logic wague and their conclusions without
merit (see "Bottle Bills Get Hearings..."
by Charles Bowers, P, 1 ).

But is bottler opposition to throwaway
container restrictions universal? Decided-
iy not. Some bottlers, far from fighting
legislative attﬂts to control their in-
dustry, have actively joined the side of
envirormentalists in pushing for control of
non-returnables.

The following letter comes from Texas,
and it was written in response to the non-
returnable situation there. As in West Vir-
mu. legislation has been intruduced to

non-returnable beverage containers and
to require merchants and bottlers to pay de-
posits on returned containers.

The Voice has been given permission to
r nt etter in its entirety. Please

e that the letter is two and one-half
years old. The fact that the letter was
written in 1971 gives credence to the au-
thor's opinion expressed in his second par»
agraph,

May 21, 1971

Mr. Pat W. McNamara, Jr.

State Chairman

Public Relations Committee

TEXAS BOTTLERS ASSOCIATION
Coco-Cola mtlh‘ Co. of Lubbock

P.O0. Box 1
Lubbock, Texas 79408

-4

Dear Pat:

I have just read your May bulletin to all
Texas bottlers in which advocate that
we attack the envirommental problem by sup-
porting anti-litter lawa and recycling pro-

grams of one-way containers. The implication
is that we should fight a tax or n on NR
bottles and cans. This letter is being
written to voice a contrary opinion.
Firstly, the idea that we can eliminat,
litter by educating the public "not to lit -
ter" is a pipe dream. Those who do the lit -
tering are unconcerned about their environ-
ment and will not be moved by appeals.
Trylns to punish the litter bugs is also a
eam. How are ou going to catch
h“g? {t is not possible Z(J hfve the entire
countryside under constant surveillance.
Secondly, the idea that NR bottles and cans
can be recycled as a practical solution to
waste disposal problem (s so absurd that 1
am amazed that any thinking person couid
taitl ror ic. Consider what is in ol ed 1n
such a program of recycling Na butties as
that being curr.n.ly presented by GuMI on
TV and inmagarines. y would have us be-
lieve that it is a good idea to collect NR
bottles (theydon't say how ), return them to
the glass plant, melt them down and make new
bottles., They are pushing this ridiculous
program to set up a4 massive smoke screen in
order to lull the lic to sleep. Of course
they want to make a new bottle each time a
drink is sold. They are in the pchfln
business. But would it not be easier, less
ive and more practical to send return-
able bottles back to the local bottler for
refilling?
The current programof setting up collection
stations to le aluminum cans s another
smoke screen ing set up
and can industries. The public is being
asked to collect aluminum cans and them
to the collection depot.

a fact that a new can is from
scratch at a fraction of the cost of ing
back metal from collection depots. can

cont.onp. &
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The Highland Scenic Highway :

The Highland Scenic Highway, the multi-
million dollar Appalachian ridge-runner ,
continues to limp along despite grudging co -
operation from a disenchanted United States
Forest Service and growing public displeasure
with the project. Information on the highway

has always been difficult to obtain, and
" facts " have usually been unreliable.
Monongahela Naticnal Forest Supervisor Al
Troutt's presentation on the scenic highway
dueing the West Virginia Highlands Conser-
vancy's Mid-Winter Workshop in January con-

stitutes the first substantive discussion on
the controversial road since a similar pre-
sentation was given to the Conservancy in
October, 1970.

The following article is an attempttosurvey
all that we know about the Highland Scenic
Highway, its origin, development, problems
and present and future status.

Origin of the Scenic Highway

No one seems to know who was originally
responsible for the idea of a "scenic™ high-
way Cthrough West Virginia's most remote
backwoods areas. West Virginians have been
preoccupied with road building since pioneer
days, and roads have always been considered
good for the people, the economy and the
state.

Mountaineers have discussed scenic high-
ways through West Virginia since the com-
letion of the phenomenally successful Sky-
ine Drive in neighboring Virginia. But

River and 76 along Cranberry River. At the
riem (1965)these roads were unimproved dirt

tracks, negotiable only during dry weather.

Backpacking was not in vogue, and only the
hardgzst of hunters and fishermen penetrat-
ed the area. These groups of sportsmen were
not inclined to protest road construction
since they felt that a new road would allow
them easier access.

Environmental concern in the United States
was just beginning to blosson, and no vocal
conservation organization existed in West
Virginia. The few individuals who were en-
vironmentally conscious lacked direction.

It was also difficult to determine who
was responsible for the highway. Protests
registered with the Forest Service produced
the response that the road was being built
by the state. Protests directed to the
State Road Commission were dismissed on
grounds that the road was federally funded.
Protests forwarded to Congress met with
platitudes or stony silence.

Public attention was first focused on the
scenic highway during the Fall Week-end Re-
view, spomsored by the West Virginia High-
lands Conservancy in October, 19/0. Itwas
during this annual conference that many
conservation-oriented West Virginians first
heard of the scenic highway and saw the road
for the first time,

A series of arti cles in the Charlestor
‘azette and The Highlands Voice had appea
shortly before t © meeting. These
articles began posing serious stions a-
bout the intent and effects of the scenic
highway, and conservationists attending the
October meeti had, for the first time,
sketchy ideas of the consequences of further
construction on the road.

Atmed with a few facts and the evidenc
of their own eyes a semblance of organization
began to grow in opposition to the scenic
highway., But it ¢ an incident only in-
directly concerned with the scenic highway
to solidify opposition to continuing con-
struction.

Beginning in 1970 the West Virginia High-
lands Conservancy organized a strong effort
to preserve the Cran Back Country as a
National Wilderness Area. The effort was

joined by several national conservation
organizations, including the Wilderness
Society and the Sierra Club. Bills were

introduced in both Houses of Congress to
bri the Back Coumtry under the ection
of the 1964 wilderness Act. As wilder~
ness affort proceeded several alarming facts
were uncovered.

the conception of a West Virginia scenic
highway from Richwood to Gormania belongs
to some nameless entity which has been lost

in the shuffle of time and convenient mem-
ory lapses.
The first official statements to the

public on the Richwood-Gormania scenic high-
way can be traced back to former West Vir-
ginia GCovernor W.W. Barron. Barron endorsed
a scenic highway during his 1960 gubernato-
rial Campaign. But evidence seems to ‘n-
dicate that Barron's endorsement was not an
idea originating with him. Soon after John
F. Kennedy's election as president in 1960
he created a task force to investigate ways
toe rejuvenate West Virginia's sagging econ-
omy . One of the task force's recommenda-
tions, released in 1960 before Kemnedy took
office, was a federally-sponsored scenic
highway for West Virginia.

Soon atter Kennedy took office in 1961
West Virginia Senator Robert C. Byrd became
interested in the project. Byrd requeste
that the Forest Service survey the highland
regions of the Monongahela Naticnal Forest
and propose a route for a scenic highway.
This was done and the USFS report was given
to Byrd on March 27, 196l. route pro-
gosed in that report sgamcd the Monongahela

rom north to south, from Gormania to Rich-
wood, and that route has remained virtually
unchanged from that day to this.

The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 196Zal-
lotted the initial funds for conmstruction

Foremost was the fact that mineral de-
posits under the Back Country, primarily
coal, were privately owned. Rumors that
large-scale coal tion was about to be-
gin in the Back Country received confirma-
tion when a new coal mine was on Wil-
liams River near the northern boundary of
the Back Country. During the furor that
ensued over coal mining in a wilderness area
teh public gradually became aware of the
fact that the Highland Scenic Hi
great deal more than just a road for tourists
to admire the scenery. The public was pre-
sented with a view of the tourists’
being overrun by heavily laden coal trucks.
A qu :kladt‘.ckl-of = tions made it obvi-
ous a st that the scenic highway was L
another state road, freely accuumgu:o
coal and timber trucks aswell as commercial
vehicles of all kinds, including tractor
S i public indif high-

y 1ic ference to the
way turned to suspicious outrage directed

y was a

largely at the 1!:.8.;crutﬂs:w1u. USFS
response to c charges t the High-
land Scenic ghuay was merely a coverup

for launching mining and timbering opera-

tions in areas hrﬁ'lz untouched since

creation of the Nat 1 Forest in 1911 was

not russurtnﬁ;e mm Forest Service merely
t

treplied that ghland Scenic y was
a multi - purpose road, had ll&ylmbun &

multi-purpose road, and, they s would
always be a multi-purpose road. s atcti-
tude, plus USFS resistance to the Cranberry
Back ry wilderness sals, united

conservationists in the
Righland Scenic was the Forest Ser-
vice's road, des to easy ac~-
cess to the Back Country's resources.

The coal mining scare in the Back Country
gradually died down when the new operation
on Williams River ckly worked out, and
coal company claims of immense coal deposits
in the region could not be substantiated .
But concern over the Highland Scenic High-
way was just beginning.

Efforts to Stop the Road

West Virginia conservationists, pertic-

ularly members of the lands con-mg
began to question severely the USFS om t

and design of the Scenic

. At the same time conservationists

writing to West Virginia® ess=

belief that the

began s

ional delegation and asking them gar:w

thﬂl?hts wnmumm Ehway .
n res ng to conservationist's que-

on the scenic highway. It is at this point
that Senator Jemnings Randolph entered the
picture. Randolph secured an amendment to
the 1962 Highway Act which increased appro-
priations for Public Lands Highwavs. As a
result of the ircrease the Federal Highway
Administration allocated $4.5 million to the
State of West Virginia for construction of
the Highland Scenic Highway during a three-
year period, 1962 - « Studles began im-
mediately by the West Virginia State Road
Commission in cooperation with the Federal
Highway Administration.

Official groundbreaking ceremonies fom
the Highland Scenic Highway were held on
July 10, 1965. The ceremony took place just
opposite the Cranberry Mountain Visitor
Center along West Virginia Rt. 39, fifteen
miles southwest of Marlinton and twenty-five
miles northeast of Richwood. Senator Ran-
dolph attended the ceremonies along with
West Virginia Governor Hullett C. Smith
Congressman Harley O. Staggers and mmerous
other dignitaries.

what is the Scenic Highway?

From its inception the Highland Scenic
Highway was officially designated as West
Virginia Rt. 150. Thus, in official eyes,
the road was merely another state road open
to all traffic for all purgoses.

But press notices and official publicity

image in the lic's mind,

for the highway fixed the "scenic highway"
pug and the public
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Road to Ruin

has always regarded W. Va. 150 asa “scenic
highway.™ In fact, scenery guickly took a
back seat to other, more profitable re-
sources.

Initial construction on Rt. 150 began at
the southern terminus of the proposed 160
miles long highway, and proceeded northward

towards Williams River. This placed the
first completed sections on the eastern
boundary of the 36,000 acre Cranberry Back

Country wilderness area, nowbeing consider-
ed by Congress for inclusion in tge National
Wilderness Preservation System.

The USFS has supported the Highland Scenic
Highway as a multi-purpose road. That is,
the USFS supported the intent of a scenic
highway as a road for sightseers, but also
they placed prime importance on access C«
previously roadless areas of the Monongahela
National Forest which the scenic highway will
provide. The first three completed sections
of the scenic highway, from W.Va. 39 to
Williams River, placed a modern, high-speed
highway on the perimeter of the Cranberry
Back Country, a roadless area rich (n timber
and mineral resources.

The first contract for construction was
let in 1965 for 4.6 miles. In 1966 a second
contract was let for 5.8 miles, These sec-
tions were completed and opened to traffic
in 1969 at a cost of $2,388,051. The last
section to Williams River was begun in 1968
and finished in late 1973 at a cost of ap-
proximately $3 million.

ries West Virginia's Representatives and
Senator Byrd used what amounted to form let-

ters. They endorsed the idea of a scenic
highway, citing economic benefits to West
Virginia. Only Congressman Ken Hechler ex-

pressed his concern over possible ulterior
motives by the USFS.

Senator Jennings Randolph's responses
established a different ttern, Randolph
s rted and defended the idea of a scenic
highway in firm committed phrases. He cited
the usual economic bemefits of the road, but
he went further in forecasting that the
scenic highway would put West Virginia on
the map of tourist meccas. He contended
that the people of West Virginia wanted the
scenic highway, and that he would work for
its realization. Thus it became apparent
that Senator Randolph was the Highland
Scenic Highway's champion.

In mid-197/2 the Highlands Conservancy &
bandoned att s to discuss the road with
Senator Randolph, and the Conservancy's at-
tention was directed to the Forest Service
which was showing signs of wavering in their
support of the scenic highway.

In December, 1972 servancy Rivers
Chairman Robert G. Burrell and a group of
Conservancy members were invited to meet with

hela National Forest Supervisor Al
Troutt and Eastern Reglional Forester Jay
Cravens to discuss a variety of common con-
cerns on the Monongahela. During the meet-
ing Cravens stat that the Forest Service
would like to see the Highland Scenic High-
way end at US 219, Cravens and Troutt ask-
ed the Conservancy to cooperate with the
USFS in its effort to prevent new construc-
tion north of US 219 and, instead, to route
the scenic highway along existing roads.
The Conservancy agreed Lo sound out Senator
Randolph on the proposal.

Shortly afterwards the Conservancy wrote
to Senator Randolph, ulung that the High-
land Scenic Highway be terminated at US 219
ind re-routed northward along existing high-
ways, The Conservancy also went a step be-
yond the USFS position and asked Randolph to

seek designation for finished portions of
the scenic highway as a Parkway. Parkuay
classification would ibit commercial

coal and timber trucks. Senator Rando
did not reply to the Conservancy's letter.
On January 23, 1973, the Federalwid
Highway Act of {973 was introduced in the U.
5. Senate, Senator Randolphwas a co-sponsor
of the measure, and it was referred gg._‘hu
Public Works Committee. the
bil] provided for construction of the High-

traffic on the scenic highway, p-ruculnl-:z

During the eight years since the official
groundbreaking ceremonies 13.3 miles of the
Highland Scenic Highway have beer
at a cost aof over $5 millior
approximately $3
tional eight
struction
Mountain,

ompleted
AT average ot
1'r'-'lu'h.’ per ile. An
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section Is now

under ofn=
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trom Willlams River to Tea
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Opposition Grow

During the
struction the
Wwer West
ordinary

first i ears of -
Highland Scenlc Highway
Virginia's most
highland cenery with scarcelv
murmur of protest. Reasons [or the absenci
of public concern are
In the first place few
realized the road was being t
struction was not kept secret,
tion bids were advertised
papers. But after &he initial
licity surrounding the groundbreaking the
Highland Scenic Highway disappeared from the
news séec !'iﬁf‘.‘, f.'f r]l’whpﬂpf‘rs anc "
minds,
I1f few people knew the road was being
built, even fewer were familiar with the
country through which the road was being
built, The Cranberry Back Country had been
closed to wvehicular traffic for more than
thirty years. The only roads near the vi-
cinity of the Highland Scenic Highway were
Forest Service Routes Bf along Williams

vyt
crep
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UTE anc extra=~

many .,

people actually
uilt. Con-
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in public news-
splash of pub-
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land Scenic Highway "from West Virginia State
Route 39 to U. S. 250 near Barton Knob."
Since construction between W. Va. 39 and US
219 was nearing completion Section 137 had

the effect of ordering new construction be-
tween US 219 and US igf).

The area between US 219 and US 250 is a
rticularly sensitive one, for here lie the
eadwaters of Shavers Fork, This delicate
trout stream, which begins at an elevation
near 4600 feet above uwea level, is as famous
for its abusement as it is for trout fishing.
1t had been the scene of some of the High-
lands Conservancy's most fierce battles with
strip mining and logging, The area was one
of only three black bear breeding areas in
West Virginia, and many of its upper trib-

utaries, through which the scenic highway
would pass, were final havens for native
brook trout. in addition to being highly

popular with hunters and fishermen, Cthe ~~
cology of upper Shavers Fork was extreme.y
fragile. Soil was thin and rocky, and the
forest was essentially Canadian in quality.
The Highlands Conservancy immediately began
preparations for a strong protest against
Section 137 of the Highway Act.

Of equal interest to those in opposition
to further construction beyond US 219 was
the apparent rring of tr\e ways between
Senator Randolphand the USFS. Not only had
Randolph called for extensionof the highway
beyond the point the USFS wished to go (US
219 ), he had also changed the classification
of the scenic highway from a multi-purpose
road to a Parkway.

The USFS was strongly opposed to Parkway
designation for the scenic 1ghunz-:¢uuu
the en of administering the highway would
fall on the USFS. The Forest Service was

completely unequipped to administer the
hm-y, yet there was no way t could a-
void the administration headac if the

scenic hi y became a Parkway.

To clarify the situation Ron Hardway,
editor of The Highlands Voice, wrote to Sen-
ator .ﬁfmlmravens‘ stated
position in oﬁpositlon to further conmstruc-
tion beyond US 219 as expressed at the De~
cember meeting with the Highlands Conser-
vancy. Randolph, acting the inform=-
ation in Hardway's letter, asked Forest Ser~
vice Chief John McGuire for a clarification
of the USFS's to-ttlon in regard to the High-
land Scenic Highway.

cont.onp. &
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Industrial Ingenuity

NO SHORTAGE: Everybody, it seems, has a
way to save gobs of energy.

Claimigﬁ gilot lights can burn 40% of the
energy us y gRas ranges, Robertshaw Con-
trols Co. plans to market next month an e-
lectric igniter that will eliminate the pilot
light entirely. A small Ohio company de-
velops a heat exchanger that fits onthe flue
of an oil furnace and purportedly recycles

The Scenic Highway cort. fromp. 5

Chief McCuire was lax in answering Ran-
dolph's query, and on May 10, 1973 the Sen -
ator called a meeting in Washington to dis -
cuss the Scenic Highway with the Forest
Service. The USFS was represented at the

meeting by Monongahela Supervisor Troutt and’

Rex Resler and Mike Howlett of McGuire's
office. Senator Randolph was accompanied by
his aides, McGance, Davis and Cummings.

During the meeting the Forest Service a-
mended its previous statement in opposition
to construction of the Scenic Highway beyond
US 219. The USFS stated that it "is not
opposed tc the Highland Scenic Highway based
on presently available information.” 3ut
Troutt, Resler and Howett strongly objected
to designating the road as a Parkway. Sen=-
ator Randolph, however, was not persuaded to
return the status of the scenic highway to
a multi-purpose road. The USFS also suggest-
ed in the meeting that existing roads be
used to carry the scenic highway from US
219 to US 33. This was rejected bv Ran
dolph.

Senator Randolph's insistence ona sep-
arate highway as a scenic highway is based
on his belief that the existence of such a
road across {)rtvately owned inholdings of
the Monongahela will make those inholdings

easier to obtain for the National Forest.
But S rvisor Troutt pointed out to Ran-
dolph that the proposed route from US 219 to

US 250 passes through a heavily strip mined
area, all of which has been ineffectively
“reclaimed,” and is highly inappropriate as
an enviromment for a scenic hig Ye

Nevertheless the Senator declined to a-
bandon his goal of buildi the scenic high-
way from US 219 to US 250. In its fimal
form the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973
allows for construction of the Highland
Scenic Highway fromUS 219 to US 250, but it
authorizes no construction and appropriates
no funds for construction.

The reason for lack of funding is the
result of a series of complex legal and tech-
nical arguments by the Sierra Club designed
to stop the Scenic Highway by depriving it
of funds from the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund, the original source of revenue
for Highland Scenic Highwas construction.

According to the Sierra Club the Forest
Service is entitled to receive monies from

Capping
cont.from p. 3

people are desperately l:ryin% to brainwash
the American people in an effort to stave
off unfavorable legislation.

The returnable bottle is the best practica
answer and is sound from the ecological
vie int. It makes no =ense to return NR
bottles and cans to be destroyed and reman-
ufactured into new containers after each use
when returnable bottles can also be returned
to the local bottler, more easily and at less
cost, to be ured again and again.

The one - way container is the reason the
franchise boundaries are crumbling and a re-
turn to 100 returnable bottles would put
the local bottler back into a position of
strength and security. The one-way container
is ecologically unscund, unnecessarily ex-
pensive, and is not in the best economic
interest of the bottler. A total ban on NR
bottles and cans would be the best thing that
could happen to the bottler. As a
bottler organization we should be doing
everything we can to encourage such a ban.
We, as an association, should be opposing
NR bottles and cans for all the many reasons,
ecologic and economic.

Sincerely,

N. E. Norton

Executive Vice President
Note: Mr. Norton has since become President
of the Royal Crown-Dr. Pepper Bottling
Co., Corpus Christi, Texas.

40% to 55% of the heat that normally goes
uselessly up the chimney.

Paramount Television in Hollywood claims
to have come up with a system to cut elec-
trical energy usage 40% in the filming of
its programs. On the other hand, General
Electric Co. takes aim at the lowly night
light, and develops a four-watt light that

the Land and Water Conservation Fund only to
acquire lemtely held land for the purpose
of establishing scenic trails, scenic rivers
or recreation areas. Congress must design-
ate the scenic trails, rivers and recreation
areas before the USFS may purchase the ar-
eas.

The Sierra Club has pointed out that the

Land and Water Conservation Fund was es-
tablished to chase inholdings in National
Forests or Wilderness areas for protection

against mismanagement or destruction of the
natural qualities of an area, and to preserve
the inholdings for outdoor recreational use.

Since the Forest Service had planned th
scenic highway as a commercial hggh\ay the
Sierra Club contended that all money ac-
quired by the USFS for land acquisition for
the scenic highway from the Land and Water
Con:enration Fund had been acquired ilie-
gally.

On June 23, 1971 Sierra Club attorney Jim
Moorman also demonstrated to Clitf that no
land beyond US 219 could be purchased for the
scenic highway by citing the rtment of
TransportationAct, Section4f. s crucial
section makes it clear that putliic lands
highways cannot be built in any significant
recreation area unless there is no alterna-

tive to the route. The USFS replied to
Moorman '? seven page letter with a five-
line blurb stating that Section 4f of the

Transportation Act did not apply to Nation-
al Forests. But in the two and one-half
years since Mcorman wrote to C1iff the Forest
Service has not purchased any land for the
Scenic Highway beyond US 219.

Some Questions

With the Highland Scenic Highway creeg‘i;ng
toward US 219 from Tea Creek Mountain those
who hold the future of the road inthei:
hands, namely Senator Randolphand the Forest
Service, should answer some questions con-
cerning the origins, the present and the
future of the scenic highway. Answers Co
the questions may put the Highland Scenic
Highway in proper perspective for the first
time in its thirteen year history.

From whom did the scenic highway spring?
Was it a legitimate exercise by a nameless
group of West Virginians who saw a West Vir-
ginia "Skyline Drive" as a move towards a
genuine tourist economy?

Or was the road @ political plum? Was it
the payoff for dellverlr-%’iiest Virginia into
the Kennedy camp in 19607

Where does Wally Barron fit into the pic
ture? The infamous governor was one of the
earliest proponents of the scenic highway.
In view of the former governor's subsequent
decline and fall, perhaps the contracts for
the first ses of construction should be
examined. Who got the contracts? Who owned
those construction companies? @x the books
balance?

why did Senator Byrd lose interest in the
road after he got the project underway in
19612

After letting the highway glide along for
eleven years as a multi-purpose road, why did
Senator Randolph suddenly alter its status
toa Parkway in the 1973 Federal-Aid Highway
Act? Y

Does the Senator truly feel that the road
should be for sightseers only? Or does he
think the Parkway designation will qullltx
the scenic highway as a "recreation area,

king it unquestionably eligible for
{:.nh"ng aﬁ Water Conservation h,.lnd monies?

If Senator Randolph feels that the high-
:y should be for sightseers only, why does
refuse to consider stopping construction
at US 219 and utilizing existing roads for
the remainder of the scenic highway? pges
the Senator not know what the Mower Lumber
ny has done to their land lying between

US 219 and US 2507
In the event all logic is overcome and
the USFS begins purchesing right-of -way north
of US 219, what are t going to do about
Snowshoe, the multi-million dollar complex
now under construction on Cheat Mountain?

saves almost half the electricity needed for
sent seven-watt Mﬂt lights. Big deal ?
muuruif-ch pf t nation's 65 millfo
homes used one o{ its u:h:uhts lnst-: g £
present ights saving woul E= )
D omething like 780 miliion kilowstt hours &
year or nearly $20 million in electricity

charges. (Wall Street Journal) g

'

Does Senator Randolph know that Snowshoe has

bought a large section of the scenic highway

route out from under the federal govermment?
Does he know that if the scenic highwa o
is overlaid on a plan of Snowshoe
highway cuts through
complexes and two of its ski slopes?

Furthermore, does Senator Randolph re-
that if the Highland Scenic Highway,
now a Parkway, manages to be re-routed a -
round Snowshoe, Snmowshoe itself {s going to
build yet u{oz highway from US 219
into their recreational compound because
commercial traffic, i.e. supply trucks, will
not be allowed to use the Highland Scemic
Parkway?

Conclusions

The Highland Scenic Highway has become a
crippled giant whose future may become mired
in the courts, and whose existence is a bla-
tant disregard for the times now facing the
United States in the immediate and far-
reaching future. The highway must be ter-
minated when it reaches US 219 , or it must
use existing highways if it moves farther
north. There is no justification for con-
tinuing ¢ onstruction north of US 219.

Gasoline shortages and exorbitant gaso-
line prices are making automobile travel legx
enjoyable every day in the United States.
It is irresponsible toplan a scenic highway
which would enc e motorists touse their
automobiles in an area barely able to meet
the fuel needs of its own residents. o

The USFS lacks the ma and the ti
to administer the scenic highway as a Park-
way, The USFS is already half-mad with the
burdens of running a timber business while
also making a stab at managing wildlife,

Monon-

gahela National Forest. To further saddle
the USFS with highway administration would
robably send the Service over the edge and
nto a padded cell,

At theb‘n-e time it is lmdvim:lble to re-
store the scenic highway to ti-purpose.
The Forest Service persists in burying its
nose in the

Monongahela.

The Forest Service is run by
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route
t the'S
one of Snowshoe's hotel *

sawdust, and tree-farming the

men, and men are human. Humans cam resost

temptationonly as long as temptation is not
placed in their paths. The temptafion to
turn the Cranberry Back Country intoa spider
web of logging roads if the scenic highwmy
were lulti-ﬂ:rpose would, inevitably, be Loo
great for the USFS foresters.

Re - routing the scenic highway north of
US 219 to avoid Snowshoe is unfeasible.
The road cannot be moved eastward because
traffic on the road would interfere with the
delicate ears of the Green Bank Radio Ob-

servatory. It could only move westward
‘ﬂfus \t:uld present the ludicrous situation
o t

scenic highulle running along the
ridge top overlocking the Tygart Valley and
US 219 on the Valley floor as the two roads
an:ullel into Elkins barelyamile apart.

solution tc all of these problems is
simple. When the Highland Scenic Hi ¥
reaches US 219 no further construction s d
be contemplated. Instead the existing twen-
ty-three miles of the highway from US 219
south to W.Va. 39 should be designated as a
Parkway. ‘The name Highland Scenic Parkway
is fectly te because the twen-
ty-three mile stretch passes through some of
West Virginia's most spectacular highland
scenery, from Williams River to the t:t of
Black Mountain, nearly 4,700 feet high.
Nowhere in the hi is the scerery any
different than it is here. Having seen this
twenty-three mile stretch the touring motor-
ist will have seen it all. tion and

dies not change t north of
"s'iL’“l  Ginnatan. x g

perhaps, some astute motorists, hav-
ing driven over the twenty-three mile expanse
of red spruce capped mountain peaks, precip-
itous Appalachian ::ruaul sparkl moun-
tain streams, will ize that twenty-three
miles of site wilderness isolation has
been sacrificed for a soulless expanse of
asphalt, cgia:ed lines and crushed stones,
and that fragile West Virginia highlands
cannot stand another inchof such sacrifice.
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The
Nixon administration's Energy Office, the In-
terior Department and the

rtment ,
long with lobbyists for coal mining and elec—
trical utility industries. die

Legislation

Strip Law

1 ip mining legislationist
ob ject o .‘.:H?t&tma'h:‘m:h“.st:
st

ripping controls the
to the New York Times (Feb

cabal consists of officials of the

Industry sympathizers feel that legisla-
cont. from pl

HB 690 (Goodwin, White ) Would
timbering operations a
procedure similar to that required from
ur!r mining. No application fees or
public notice procedures, nor any specific

rating standards. In am acc nyi
fiscal note, the Department of H:tun
Resources estimated the cost at $450 pOC
a4 year, and complains that it brings no
revenue,
Comment: This kind of
has to come -- but
trial balloon.

HB B13 (McManus, Seibert)

SB 168 (Brotherton, Hubbard)

The State Soil Conservation Committee
(SCC) shall adopt guidelines for the
control of sediment in land-disturbing
activities. Landowners shall file a plan
with the SCC or their local Soil Conser-
vation District (SCD) before beginning
such activities.

reaouire of
permit and bond

land use control
this can only be a

Need Lalters  cont. from p. |

point it got so bad in Kanawha State Forest
that beer drinking in the forest was force-
fully prohibited the Department of Nat-
ural es. rleston area beer dis-
t!‘il&m and retailers recognized the se-
riousness of the problem when they support
ed the DNR crackdown on beer drinking i
the forest, even though it cost them some
sales,

1 ran an unofficial survey in the State
{ornt tod::xnu; the effect the mes;:ve

ittering on forest management. 1 dis-
covered that four forest employees had to
devote a full dnwlt week to picking up
cast-off cans and tles. 1 also was ad-
vised taht each of these men was paid $16.
00 per day for their work. Over a year's
time this would amount to nearly u,omi)&p.u
by West Virginia taxpayers to just up
cans and tles in Kanawha State Forest.
If the other West Virginia parks and forests
have similar problems even half as bad as
Kanswha's, the taxpayers are putting out
over § 50,000 annually to pick up cans and
botrles.

Senator Galperin of Kanawha County was
sware of the throwsway container problem ia
Kanawha State Forest. On January 17, 1974,
Galperin and Senator Pat Hamilton of Fayette
County {introduced S. 50, a bill banning

containers and modeled

after Oregon's y successful no-throw-
aways law,
Since last summer I had been trying to

get local officials and organizations to
endorse suchameasure, but most were unable
to openly endorse the bill due to incorpora-
tion regulations. However, I didfind some
sympathetic and active individuals within
some of the organizations who joined with
me for & ban on € y containers.
Spearheading our efforts was Mrs. Carter
Giltanan, She Jane Henley into the
fray, and we began compiling facts and fig-
ures to use in Senate public hearings which
were due on January 30th., We also received
A much needed shot inthe arm from a remark-
able of Charleston High School stu-
dents l: by dynamic senior David Arnett.
Our citizens' group was a bit awed as our
ition lined up prior to the upening of
the Senate hearing. ALF/CIO Class Manufac-
turers and unions from Pittsburgh, Hunting-
ton and Fairmont, and Weirton Steel among
others had in their big guns to open

the Senate. They had twenty-two speak-
:ao:npnd to. e S. 50, but time limite
allowed only six o‘ them to speak.
The crowd {n attendance grew so large by
the time the hearing

move into the Senate T
i 5. 50

that we had to
Those favor-
e elogquently and factually,

tion to control stri
by the House is ant -mining.
ceeded inenlist{
fornia, and lican on the House
Interfor and !nsgcr ffairs Conmittee, to
support the coal and electrical
tries.
bill

stronger provisions of the bill now in its

final stages in the House.
tion

Be

ing considered
The have suc -
Hosmer, R-Cali-

ng now

Rep. Crai

power i{ndus
Hosmer has prepared a new stripping
which greatly modifies several of the

But administra-

and industry officials are presently

Comment ; Judging by what heinous prac-
tices are presently condoned by the SCC
and the SCD's (for instance, many stri
miners are officially SCD co-operators
this doesn't look like much.

S8 59 (Palumbo, Hubbard) Makes miscellaneous
changes in the control of surface mining:
(1 )Operators need not maintain approv-

ed drainage if "there is no natural

drainage. . .out of the disturbed
land."
Comment: Huh 7

(2) Allows surface mining within 160"

of public property.
{3) Removes benchwidth limitations.
(4) Requires regrading to approximate
original contour.
Comment: (4) is in the pending Federal
bill. (1 ) through (3) look bad. Some-
thing fishy going on.
58 75 (Mubbard) Junk. Nobody may keep junk-
ed cars except in a junkyard or garage.
State may remove them, $10 deposit on

The point was not lost on members of the
Judiciary committee.

On January 28, Delegate Billy Burke of
Cilmer County introduced HB 823, @& measure
similar to S. 50. 1 quickly asked House
Judiciary chairman A. L. Sommerville for a
heari before the conmittee.

We less than two days to prepare for
this hearing, but our presentations seemed
to me to ngc even more effective than our
presentation to the Senate. Inadditionto
our own speakers, Mrs. Giltanin, Jane Henley
and David Ammett, Del. Burke and Senator
Galperinalso ;Yoke forcefully and ef fective-
ly for the bill.

5. 50 and HB 823 are both in committee
undergoing examination by the legislators.

It is our rc:zomibluty now to keep their
interest ali by pressing upon them the
importance of these bills. I believe the
situation has reached crisis groporttons,
and anyone who frequents Kanawha State Forest
would agree. Throwsway containers affect
us all, and I am sure that there i{s not a
single Conservancy member who has not had
their esthetic principles offended by these
permanent blights wupca our beautiful land-

scape.

::u is the time to get the crisis under
control. Sentiment in rleston is favor-
able to some sort of control on beverage
containers, and S. 50 and HB 82) are about
the best we can do. Let us not "throwawsy"
the opportunity. Write to ¥owr own legis-
lators and as many members of the House and
Senate Judiciary Committees as vou have time
to write or call. Qur fundchudrm deserve
& West Virginia free of mindless littering,
and so do we.

Here 1is a list of members of the House
Judiciary Committee. Write to them at the
following address: Committee on the Judi-
ciar{. House of Delegates, State Capitol,
Charleston, W

25305.
(Democrats )
A. L. Sommerville, Chairman
Irvin S.

Clarence C. Christian, Jr.
Clayton C. Davidson
Robert W. Dinsmore

Frank E. Jolliffe

Donald L. K

Mary Martha Merrict
Ernest C. Moore

T ., J. Scott

William E. Shingleton

(Republ icans)

W. C. Field
Cleo Jones
Harry Moats
Fred L. Mulneix
Robert C. Polen

Sabotaged

drafting yet another bill, saild to be even
less stringent than Homer's subst{tute b{ll,

Industry representatives who devised the
scheme included Allen Overton, President of
the American Mining Congress, Carl Bagge of
the National Coal Association, and David Toll,
managing director of the National Associstion
of Electric Companies, Rames of administras
tion figures who participated in plaming
meetings were not available,

new cars sold in the state,

Comment : The A lachian Regional Com-
mission gave WV 50,000 to remove junk,
which is being spent by James Manchin,

It's not enough, but they are not likely
to give any more, especlally i1f W it-
self does nothing. Tﬁis bill failed in
the last session, because some peopl
like to keep junkers, and because some
legislators regard the “"deposit” as a
hidden tax. If it fails again, an alter-
native would be to require that property-
owners pay an annual license fee for their
junkers.,

(A House Bill similar to this one was passed

67-31 by the House on February 13, and sent

on to the Senate.)

5B 76 (Hubbard ) According to the summary :
The purpose of this bill is to include
operators of wildwater expeditions, float
trips, etc. as outfitters or guides and
authorize the director of natural re-
sources to promulgate rules and regula-
tions for such services and to eliminate
the one - year resident requirement for
outfitter and guide license.
Comment: Don't know what's up here.

HB 795 (Shaffer, Moore)
mine shall be opened or reopened where
the total area of the entry or entries
therein is greater than two hundred feet
and where coal s removed commercially
and not incidentally without a surface
mine reclamation bond."

Specifies that "no

Comment: Directed against surface mines
which masquerade as deep mine "facing
up." Looks good.

SB90 (Susman and HWubbard)

HB 741 (Sommerville and Polen) This 131 -page
bill creates a new Department of Environ-
mental Protection and Control to take
over the functions of the Alr Pollution
Control Commission (at present lmierend-
ent; and the Department of Natura -
sources Divisions of Water Resources and
Reclamation (among others), Upgrades
water pollution control to conform to
the (U.S.) wuater Pollution Contrel Act

ts.
There appear to be two substantive pro-
visfons:
(1) To satisfy the Water Pollution Act,
(Under the "new federalism™ this act
authorises a State to perform its own
water pollution licensing and testing
‘4f it satisfies certain Federsl re-
quirements as to legal powers and
existing bureaucracy.) :
(2 )To bri the Air Pollution Contrel
Commission under more control,
Comment: " He who Ililes with a dog
will rise with fleas."
The dog is the Division of Reclama-
tion, which deals with strip mines,
For political reasons it proclaims
that strip mines are not an environ-
mental problem in the state. The
Forestry, Water Resources, Parks, and
Wildlife Divisions have to lie along -
side because they are also in the
DNR. If there is any improvement to
be made in W's enviromment bu-
reaucratic shuffling, it would to
sever the Division of Reclamation
from the environmental agencies, rath-
er than to put anything else in with

SB 111 (Nelson) Creates a Department of En-
vironmental Control to take over functions
esently covered bz the W Code under
R\'-ter resources act,"” "water pollution
control act," "natural streams preser-
vation act,” and "air pollution control
act."”
Comment: Bureaucratic shuffle -- but not
the same one proposed by the mammoth Sus-
man/Hubbard/Sommerville/Polen bill. This
one possibly beneficial in that it would
sever strip mine licensing from environ-
mental control, and thus permit some ad-
versary debate between these two func-

(For & summary of HB 823, the “Bottle By11"
see "Botties. | » by Charles

o
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Of pH and Moss

During the

course of the past year,
I have written a

number of articles for
the VOICE in which I freely used the term
""pH'". Not so long ago, a reader came to
me and said that while all that was very
interesting, just what was "pH" and why is
it so important? I started off with the
usual explanation that Y pH" was a
logarithmic...when my questioner, with
just a shade of impatience, broke into my
explanation with a, "Yes, but what IS pH?"

I must confess that there he had me.
I've searched through all types of
reference books without finding. a truly
satisfactory answer to that question. The
best definition that I can find comes from
a manual on photography and reads: '"Any
solution having more hydrogen ions than

ure water is called acid; any solution
naving fewer hydrogen ions than pure
water is called basic or alkaline.
Therefore, it is the hydrogen ion that
determines the classification of the
solution being tested.

This is not the place for a lesson in
chemistry and I am probably one of the
least qualified Eersons to teach chemistry.
However, in simple terms, the hydrogen

atom (H) naturall occurs with positive
and negative c-';r-:ctrical charges called
electron of the hydrogen atom is like a

randy sailor on shore leave after six
months sea duty; it goes wandering off
after the first pretty face it sees.

Now, any atom that has fewer electrons
than it has in the natural or elemental
stage is called an ion. H is a hydrogen
atom; Hp represents the hydrogen ion

Bat Facts

In 1815, John James Audubon calculated
that a three day passenger pigeon flight
in Kentucky totalled two billion birds.
Without doubt, it was the most abundant
migratory ird in America, but by 1900,
the passenger pigeon was rarely seen, and
the last zoo survivor died in 1514, One

faccor often mentioned in accounting for
its rapid decline was its low reproduction
rate: Cwo young a year.

The bat might be compared to the pas-
senger pigeon - so abundant that its dis-
agpearance could not be conceived. Yet
the latest information from a few caves
for which there are early records reveals
staggering reductions in bat populations.
The first alarm was sounded at Carlsbad

Caverns in 1955 when the first of a series
of southwestern bat die - offs was noted.
In the investigation that followed, it was
found that the population at Carlsbad was
down from 8,700 to about 3,800,000 in
1956. By 1962, it had dro to about
250,000 - about one for every thirty-five
that were there 15 years earlier,

A current survey of 100 of the natton's
leading bat experts indicates that a total
of 22 species or subspeciez (out of 78 in
the United States) is believed to be de -

clining in part or in all of their ranges.
Declines in cave populations were
noticed and reported as early as 1952 by

Charles E. Mohr on the basis of data from
many bat banders who wup to that time had
banded 70,000 bats, mostly in caves, By
1952, populations had been reduced at many
sites dnd one species, Myotis sodalis, had
virtually disappeared from 1its known
11rarnet1ng caves in the Northeast. This
bat has been on the list of rat
bat has been on the list of rare and en-
dangered species since 1966 Five other
bats have been nominated for the revised
endangered list.

In the opinion
expert, inadvertent

of virtually every bat
disturbances of bats
by spelunkers, who often are unaware of
the effect of their wvisits, and also by
scientists carrying on banding or other
research may
research have been responsible for marked
reductions in well known cave populations.
When they enter hibernation, insec -
tivorous bats are heavy with fat deposits .
They are able to survive the winter-long
fast only because of the metabolic ec
achieved through dormancy. Higher first-
g:ar mortality rates noted among young
have been interpreted as the inabil-
ity of many of them to accumulate enough

after the tive has wandered off. The
number of ions in any solution or
material being tested is always my _11

and, since ac dltyhlhllni

upon a logarithmic scale, I'.L wlue vl.ll

be negative., Therefore, we invert the Hp
ro read and so away with the minus
sign. Ei therefore means the negative
logarithm of the concentration of
hydrogen ions in the solution or
material bei tested.

The pH scale divides the range of
alkaline and acid materials into 14
points., Halfway, or 7, is neutral, but
does not mean that the solution or

material is not acid or alkaline; it
means only that the two conditions are
exactly in balance and that available
nutrients are unlocked and available to
plant life.
For example, take phosphorus,
the essential minerals for plants.
the pH is high - above 7.3 -
coh:bltl::: wit i:alc}glto form
phosphate, an inso e compound. Let
the pH value fall to 5.0 or below, and
the phosphorus locks up with iron in the

one of
When
phosphorus

calcium

scil and becomes unavailable ¢to the
plants. The same is true for other
minerals, although the values are
different. Thus, the value of the
soil determines the growth of plant 1life
inr and on that soil. The one exception
to this general rule is the conifers
which, with the aid of i+ liberal
allowance of time, have worked out a
symbiotic relationship with certain

fungi. These fungi
the roots of the

{mycorhiza) live on
trees and break down

o 10: W. Va. Highlonds Conservancy
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fat reserves to last wuntil spring (W.H.

Davis and H.B. Hitchcock). Since even
minimal disturbance during hibernation
may arouse the bats to an active state

create a drain on their energy supply,
frequency of ummatural
kept to a minimum.

Also, handling of pregnant females may
cause abortion. . Humphrey found that

the
arousal must be

some species are mush more sensitive to
disturbance that others. In the case of
the Big - eared bat, Plecotus townsendii,

"Even the simple presence of people causes
them to vacate their preferred nursery
roost, to move to a new and perhaps less
desirable siite. Many probably desert the
cave altogether." In many southern caves
which serve as nursery roosts for huge
colonies, summer visitation a rs Lo
increase perceptibly the number acci-
dents to young bats. When disturbed, many
fall from their fairly
and are consumed by a t of predatory
invertebrates and vertebrates (D.D.
Gillette and J. D. Kimbrough). Humphrey
documents severe tion declines that
closely followed visits by spelunkers.

some . mmotmllﬂaﬂ
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recarious perches .

By Gordon V. Hameick

minerals so that they -thﬁ
the tree.

Did you know that nature has, in the
lichens a fairly 1te
indicator T ution. There '
more than 2,000 differe kinds o
lichens known in America but none will
grow in cities or any place where fumes
contaminate the air. ) =i 1|

The most common lichens are of one ;
two types, one crustlike, the other o
like. The crust forms resemble nts
of leaves cemented to rocks some “
lobed and ruffled; some : X
leaves, and m.. in color from
green to red-green. Some m
smooth, and dark-green above and sooty.
black bcnnutlh. One l:tﬂ - m.‘-
grows on o s rotting logs
sends up little - gray stalks bearing red

tips. §

"Bnmmm look for lichens
and see if you m :mmm
of health.

how far back 1nto
before lacltin‘ h-lthy colall..
lichens. mmﬁuuumm
vi nuuuhmm, at the rocks and
cliffs and see how the lichens are fi
If the atmos e is mnot suitable :
lichens, it not suitable for bc-.thln.
Sonethlng-ustgive.

By Charles E Mohr
ftﬂtﬂl

Bave “gaced soe

A few state and
alerted to the
and biologists
have restri
mitting only _ cigs :
enter the caves. Recently how BN
Williams, R. Bridgemon, and other s
west cavers '

and mostly tmtbh.

sincere efforts are made to protect 8
populations, ill-considered acts have
proved to be disastrous is ironic
Several well-intended but enexpert

operations by !d-nx agencies p'm
free access a ﬁg aul resulted in
drastic ons winte popula-

tions before the nﬂ:uum were dis-
covered and corrected.

Concern about the survival of :
species of bats has become wor
Following the discussions of 60 hﬁ ex
rru 20 countries immediatel ‘be-

the 2nd .International Bat
Conference in Amsterdam in 1968, R. E.
Stebbi sumarized the main causes in
the decline of bat populations as loss of
habitat through urbanization and deforest-
ation, loss of roost sites through de-
struction of old huildim aul appro-

tion of caves hroom growers,
r;iul ::gecu of ¢ nh both imm’
icides fcﬂi.gptiao
turbance during kil “

m 3 for
"scientific" tl:uﬂu -: the :
of an international I:tafﬁc in bats.

Efforts are y being made g
the cooperation

currentl

bat biologists to enlist the
unkers m”m--

and conservation

of zed spel ;
.cmm onp.edumu
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