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8lue Ridge Approval Signals Changes For Ne\V River 
On ,._ry 22, 1974, O.re were Se\ enl 

a~~ to -..1 the perennial Itt Val' a and 
.. Tbon IUl (5.2791), die pon barrel thllt 
dl•~~ J..ra .. ae •~ound the countt:y i n 
U. fOftl of public •rta. Tbe a_, -.nta 
tMft all at..d at reduct• envir~tally 
aif.._.ble aapec:ta or tba bill. Tbe hox
llln r'unt would have altered teh dia 
au.c rate allGWd for,..., eoa.truction pro 
,Jeeea. ._lutie tntenat rata would can
oe ~~}acta becauae tbe coat-benefit 
•tioa .auld~ wnaat their con•uuctton. 
-· a JPt nt felled and • •=-tltute vaJI 
Grfend "' S... -.:ldey althoaP not aa 
at.~-·•IIM .-.-L·~--~. WDU!d ._,. 

.... "'''"W't::ll;~-=~·ntr!f: att••• to -- tllll .., .u..ilwtin& ... ~~U. on tile..., ltlver, thua pre -
•• Itt .. ••hWUon ofapart of~. beloved ._.. caoou-. Apia defaat. lle1.theT 
s-tew ..._..lplanorS..tor l?l'd..., fit to 
-.part ..,ofca..e - Jtillunu .-hicl\ in it · 
..tf la llll't r-drable M&t our ConHnrancy 
C1 anu..._t.ct.n eel { ua ctwt down ln the 
... C. 1 ... 1.. the flcttt a .. tnet the Ervin 
sa t c ... our 011n s ... tor l.aladolph. 
+n s 'oaof t:M tM»Ue won.. Senator IYTd, 
w wn laf~ .... orlat•lly ln fa, o~ 
• die lnla t 1 ac, but · oted J..te. VbM\ • .., .._t ciirectloa the Ud•-• .,~ns. be 
~ Ida lot accoNill(llly, • .,.,.rently ln a 
,.uucal..,. to ~ bia nTen8tb with 
4121J lnete •JorUy, ~rdlaee of the ef 
I~ • ld• •the atate. 

AC all a...n ... ct.. far, it twa been 
Cl.Mrly aetabllahed that the llua Ucl&e PTO 
ject ..tel reault ln detrt.elrtal rlowa 1:.0 
a. .,_t Virp.ala porUOM of tba Jew atver, 
..-uy reduct• the recraatioaal aapec:t.a 
of dd.a atn. aDd dranlc.ally ctwnpng lta 
acolaaY. Acco!'dillaly, led by r.:r .. stonah 
l• die DlYlalGD of VUdUfe nourcea and 
tile State Attorney c-.ral'a office, Vest 

l•tAr'enad in the PTQCeedtns•· 
entloawa re•pona~ble fen- further 

beerl•• and .-ore intenai.- invest 
Fine this one, then that one,-df 

b,. l?a!IIPll• .. .cal dec:iaiona , ClOSt of th• not 
pretty for Yes~ Vlrgtntana, but the -t recant decision (yet to be fully ap 

Pft" ed by the FPC) • ta t:e~ that any bene fL ts 

or storage of water for pollut ion dilution 
caused by the Kanawha Va lley chemical cona
~nlea are out. Lar~ely due t o the insist 
enee of the s tate of West Viq~lnta, t.he f"PC 
staf f has r-.oved lts insistence on the in· 
clua~on of excessive a.ounu of 1Mter storage 
vhlch vi 11 res ult ln a s-Uer reser oi r. 
Further, largely due t o the e f fort s of We•t 
Vlr&lnla, the flows at Bluestone Dam will 
be llllited eo 2,500 ch durtng the c ritic a l 
su..er months of recreation and wa~ ~ater 
fish species feddin~ times. Welt Vir~1n1a 
then !lOt al1110st e ervthi.n~ it reouested and 
the West VlrJlnia Hl plands Conservancy owea; 
• ar-t dabt o f theoke to the \.11\U.r ~ n" ef 

...... 

forts of Chauncey Brownlng and Frank Elluon 
wMose insistence for West V1rg1n1ans peld 
off . 

AlthoURh we ln We•t Vlr~inl• may take 
comfort ln t he l a teat decl•lon, the Blue 
Rtd~e Project ~1 1J undoubtedly be ~Jt and 
•• such does no~ represent any ~ic tory f o r 
our conservatlon friend s in Virginia and 
North Carolina who are a till saddled to what 
amounts to a Davi.s and a Rowlesbuq~ combined. 
Although our state o fflctat• who have b~en 
unjustly accused of ''dropl)lng thetr oppo · 
a:f.tion" can no Longf!r object' to the project. 
eer!! on technic. l grounds. nservar.tonlats 
are still ura~d ~o back efforLa at~ 
i'!l 1 1;~ tM.lt> ,..$C.U~ pro _, • 

Bottle Bills Get Hearings, 
I - oot a tt.rtln Luther, a John Wes ley 

or a voice cryina ln the vt.lderneu . 1 have 
had a lot of help fro. .any peo ple ln puth
ia& a " lottie IJ.ll " for the State of Wu t 

Legislation · 
.... w. v_a. Pending 

Las ,...,. b, Nck Zveeiltfzov 
Here are •~riea and e~ts on s oaoe 

bUll pendina tn the w Le&islature tha t 
relate to our lntere•ts. I would llke to 
thank MI'IY l .. ialators who s ent copies o f 
their bills, ~ I have not at press t ime 
received all the blllal would like to study. 

"HI" Ls a Rouse of Deleptes bill, " SB" 
a Senate bill. "Charleston, W 2530511 is 
enough addres• fo r a letter to either. 

RB 630 ( PI'Uinty)The sole purpos e of tbe bill 
appears to be t o prohibit surfa ce ~tning 
on publlc lands . 
Ca.aent: Looks cood. 

cont. on p. 7 

Need Letters 
Virginia. But more help is needed illaedtatc
ly if West Virginia is going to bdna it s 
litt er problem under control . 

Durlng the l a st session of the West Vir
ginia legislature Senators Sl Calpe-rtn and 
Pat Ha.milton introduced • " Bo tt le Bil l" Jn 
the Senate. The bill did not get out of 
coaaittee. 

1 ,..s discouraged at the tiiH, but evente 
since then have convinced me thllt Mw1 aoore 
than ever , is the tlme to press th~ W.Va. 
Legi al.ature foT controls on throw-away, non
returnable beverage containers . 

I aa a mtsber of the Kanawha Trail Club , 
and we freque.ntly take day hikes in Kanawha 
State f'orest throughout the year. L8Ct 
aU~Der I spent very few lliOillents enjoyi n3 the 
tranquil atmospa.-re of the forest during out 
hikes. Instead, I spent most of my time In 
the foTest pjcking-upbot:tlu and ·cans c:are
leuly, thou~htl en I y and ma Licl o \15 1 y thrO\olll 
down by la$ t W'<!ek • s party-goers . At one 

cont on .p. 7 

-.---·Fire Patrol Survives .lt,uel Shortage 
tiona . 

Ferlvick noted that federal regulation~> 
all.ow civilian federal aaencles ODe-hundred 
percent of their fuel neecb f o r eaoeraency 
aei"Vicea. "Ve COGS icier protection of forests 
fro. wild flre ln tbb cateaory," he uid. 

Cauley Di•trlct a.nwar M. L. Mc:M&ntale ob
Hrved t._t the .._. .. c SarYiee h •tntalntna 
t11ree fire ~ • the forut to •'Wl-m 
-.rial ...,.,.ll .. ICa. n. Cline to.fft'• are 
... Oak11 Glial., Dl•trtcc, 11orc1t Pork, Poto
..c Dle~ .... 01._, a..c Dlatrlec. 

... '•Ja a1N --- tllat ... tM ~ ., '-l ........ ,_dr ~ ........ . 
u-1 •• ua ....... ....... te .enlce. 

The~e include Sicllel Knob near Elkins, Hlkes 
Knob in the Cnnberry Back Country, Gaud1neer 
Knob on Cheat Mountain, and Hopkins Tower on 
the Greenbrier Dlatrict:. 

Several state fire towers, stil l in o~r
atlon, vt.ll a lso •Uppl-.nt patrol of the 
Mononaabeta. McManiale pointed out t bet the 
Cauley Dbtrlct elona is aurroomded by •tate 
t~ra aucb a• Potato lnob ln Webster County, 
C.ttle IDOb ln Jlc:hoas and luck Knob ln 
Pocahonca. • 

P-.l.c:k ..,aiDed ta.t ..,..... f1 re eo.en 
• tbe -tlallal fenet ..,_ ..._ ,.. ... out 
.... •• Mria1 ~a-a,.--- •• , ..... 
lMl. 



Poge 2 

The wall Street JoUTnal recently puh
Ushed (.ran:-11 a sneering attack or. environ
mentalists and their relation co pres ent en
ergy and economic crises . The edi torial did 
not blame environmentalists for the energy 

FroDl the Editor 
c r hi.s. In fact, it condescended to point 
out t ha t the Journal did not hold environ
mentalists sole l y t.o blame for energy short
ages. 

But the Journal insisted t hat envh:onmcnt· 
a lists and the [r concerns " can' t s tand much 
scrutinv" and that their solut i ons to envi
ronmental ills require costs which are "ex-

- orbltant." The editorial accused envi r on
ment:aliscs of r.aisleadlng Congress and press
ing ~ise e nvironmental cont rols upon a 
helpless public . While envi r onmentalists 
regard the Journal editorial as ludicr ous , 
we rnust be aware that public sentiment now 
eyes envi ronmenta 1 conce rns with a jaundiced 
eye . 

E1vi~ Stahr, Eormer President of West 
Vi rgtnia Uni versi.ty a nd no1oo1 president of th 
National Audubon societv, responded to the 
Journal's charges With a lengthy letter tn 
the Feb.~ edition. 

Stahr ' s letter began bv asking the Jour
nal exactly who they were talking aDOUf. 
conservation in West Virginia. 8ut trankly, 
with the commendable exception of Congress
IDitn Ken Hec hler • our Congr essmen and Senators 
just do not see eye to eye with the Conser
vancy and our program for protecting the West 
Virginia highlands, its mountains, rivers, 
and r esoun:es, f r om t he eKCesse s of indus
try gone mad . 

We had hoped that the eneriy crisis ~uld 
a t last bring it home t o the people and the 
people's representatives, that industrial 
gluttony is just as cardinal a sin as epi
curean satiety . We IIIU$t adllllt that we had lt 
all wrong. Our l egislators have been as 
QUick a s industry t o push the pen1c botton 
and demand that provisions ~lately be 
made so that t he Aaeriean People, Cod 
bless'e:JJ., can have all o f the gasol ine. heAt-
1ng oil, electrlctcy, , horsepower, hig~ys 
and man-made lakes which we have grown ac
customed to. The price wilL be hJ.aher, of 
course, but let: us have more, more, more 
and to hell with costs. We can aheys go 
on strike for h:l.gher -zes to -ke i t up. 

Congress is doing all it can t o see that 
no one suffers. Strip lllinLfls con_trols on a 
national bash are without a future . Sen
ator Randolph says the nation INSt have IIUCh 
more strip mining, but "it IIIU5t be envtron
tHncally a ccepuble." Wiadon't know what the 
Senator ~~~e&ns by tl:wt. Bot - 've seen the 

_ tortured Appalachians strip ained fo'T the 
last four years in a -nner that is "envtr
Ol'DeOtally accepc.able" to the West Viqinia 
Recl .... tion Division. If that is vbat the 
Senator -.ns by"envirornentally a cceptable" 
stripping, we say ''DeaO is dead. whe ther the 
deceased is shot, stabbed, poisoned or bull
dozed." 

Congress h also working hard t o relax 
those a nnoyins air pollution lava. which 
were passed, accordin& to t he Will Street 
Journal. on ly beca use environmenti'tTSts tea 
Congress down a pri•rose peth with ouestl on
able statistics and scare tact i cs. lut Con
gress is now trying t o m~~ke amends for their 
gulliblltiy to the air polluters. Sonehow 
environmental i sts •naged to convince an un
\olllry Congress that the reasOf'l their eyes 
\ollltered and thei r throats grew scratchy whlle 
strolling down 5th Avenue .-s larsely due to 
poisonous automobile exhaust. And that jet 
pilots need no rada r to find New York Clty 
they get: up 20,000 f eet and head for the big 
yellow c loud . So automobile manufacturers 
were given a deadline to get the poison out 
of their produc ts. 

The deadline arrived, and with it an a
c ute gasoline shortage . Congress quickiy 
detemined that a good way to alleviate the 
He a sked , "Are they the conservationists 
who have warned for vea rs that there is no 
free lunch? Who have· -rned that sbortages 
were inevitable unless \ole developed more 
prude nt approac hes to our use of energy and 
finite resources? Are they the environ
mentaliscs who have been calling for more 
mass cranslc i nstead of more f reeways - - -
For smaller . aor~ efficient car• - - - For 
recycling valuable resources - - - For such 
old - fashioned concepts as buildlngs with 
windows that o pen - - - and do not: have to 
be heated o r cooled twent-y-four hours a day, 
everydAy ? 

Stahr rhe.n went on to proctaia that en
vironmentalist s "believe that broadside 
assaules upon the environment or upon the 
envlror:neotal s.feguards enacted in recent 
years are botb unjustified and dangerous to 
the long-range interests of our country and 
its people ." 

Scahr concl uded that " the energy crisis 
poses ~~~&ny challenges and o pport:\D"'J. t ies. 
Rational discussion and sound balanclog of 
energy and environmental p~iorities are 
terribly necessary." 

Stahr's rebuttal t o the W.ll Street Jour
nal i while not as forcdul-.-Te6Utta i i5'Ve 
wou d hope to counter the ~erlous allega
tions -de by the Journal. nevertheless 
points out ehat envir~Eilists are bein& 
.. ctdl.ed vUh a la~ burden of r .. ponslbiUty 
Eor the energy crlsts and tu related econca
lc crises now f a c lnc A8erica . 

Personally, we wonder bow ~he editors of 
Will Street J ournal would reprd thinly
Vitt'ed accusations vy rhe Voice that firwn
cul .-speper editors favored rivers tlbich 
tt.ve been d eclared fire ha•nb 1 unreplated 
st::rip ain~na. i ndiacriaJ.nate hi&h-Y build
inc, burni .. of hiah-sulphuE coel without 
air pollution c:oMroh 1 U.. Oft the ChMt 
and Blacta.ter livers and noo-r~ble1 
flip-top beer cans. 

We don' c ~ly think the editors of fi
nancial newss-pers favor the list of environ
.ental atrocit ies we've just -.ntioned. 
But when we reed h their nevs.-pers i11pU. 
cations t::Mt the eavi~tal 80¥-..nl has 
prec: i pi tated t he eneqy crisis 1 we wonder 
vbat they do believe. If an euvtr~t
all.s~~ ask tt..selvu that question, the 
110ve.ent vi 11 never die f rc. coa~place:ncy. 

Letters 

-

.... 

The plan for the Snowshoe ski r esort 
calls for building the overnight accomoda
tions as well as the ski nms on the head of 
Shaver's Fork of Cheat. This plan casts a 
s hadow on the wtsdOIIl of tbe developers and 
the prospects for success. 

Resorts in Switzerland house the guests 
in existing communities (Cass or Marlinton 
or Huttonsville, for instance), lea~~ng the 
\o1i lderness to the ski iing and c liabi ng . There 
are good reasons. Fi~st , it avoids the 
environmental problems of ~ling supplies 
and fue1 and huaan westes in and ()Ut of the 
wi.lderness . Second, it gives the existing 
community an opportunity Lo invest in small 
businesses ( equipment stores, souvenirs , 
eateries. craft workshops) around the resort 
and frees the developers from planning al 
these centrally. Third, it gives the vaca
tioner a variety and choice in spending his 
time and money that no central concession
aire can lll8tch. 

The S\o11ss a i rline carries millions of 
people to Switzerland for \o1inter vacation s 
every year, tens of thousands from North 
America . 'nley know that a winter vaca tion 
is not just riding up a hill on a winch 
and sliding d0\o11'1 on your feet. (or rea; end). 
In their publicity they sav : 

''The villages are villages , not collec
tions of buildings 11111dc t o look like vil
lages • ••• The man at the table next t o 

lhe.._WsVoice 

you aay be a f an.er, not just another ski
er. His .. y of life .. y not be your .. , 
of life; and it is this interplay of 
different ways that ..Xes life live ." 
Swi~z.erland, like Vest Virginia, has 

rugged land . Unlike Vest Virginia, it has 
prosperity. 'nle Swiss have prospered by 
the wisdom that people l ike a wilderness to 
visit, but they like to live in a ca.nJI'\lty. 
To put accOIIIOdations in the wi l d erness de
stroys the wilde rness without building a 
ca..unity . 

Can Vest Virginians no~ be as vise as 
tbe Swiss? Do the planners of Snowshoe feel 
that their clients will be happier at night 
in their Shansri-La on the sprtngs of Cheat 
than in one of our c~ties? Have they 
tabbed the local people as hostile natives 
t o be trucked in t o nm the pla..,t and trucked 
out again at t he end of their s hift? ( 1n 
North Carolina, .. ybe, but surely not in 
West ViTpnla!) 

1t\ese are hard questions. but as kine thea 
nov aay .ean the di fferenc:e between success 
anci failure for t he developers, ar.d for Vest 
Virginia the difference between han.ony of 
man and nature o r the confl ice of .. n a~inst 
mao and 111110 against nat"ure. 

!"ici10las Zvqint:zov 
~· - 2. Box 222 
iL.:pert , W 25984 

. ~ . . . . . . 
we,_,. received critlci-in the s-s t for 

n .. er ft: .. unc anythl.. aood to .. y -..out 
W.st Vlrg• .. i a 's c,nares.-n and Senators. 
We would like to COIIPlt.eftt our solons U 
they would ever do 1~th1 .. beneficial to 
consen-atlon in W.t 'tl"J5inta. aut frankly, 
vl.tb the c~le e-=e,tiOf'l of C:O..nas 
•n Ken Hechler, our Con3res..en and Senators 
just do not see eye to eye with t he Conser
vancy and our proar- for protect1"8 the Vest 
Yi~inia hiahl.ancb, ita .auntains 1 rivers, 
and resources, from. the excesses of indus 
try ttone lll&d. ., .......... .., 

We had hoped that the enerttY c r isis would 
at last bring it ha.e to the people and tbe 
people's representative, that industrial 
gluttony is just as cardinal a sin as epi 
curean sa t iety. VeiSUSt adait that we had it 
all wrong. Our legislato rs ha e been as 
quick as industry to push the panic ~tton 
and deaand t hat provisions iamedlatelv be 
~~~&de so that the American People. Bod 
bless'em. can :Wveallof the psoline. heat · 
t ng o i l, electr icity, horsepower, highways 
and man ·u.de lakes which we hav e grown a c · 
custoaed to. The p rice vi 11 be hi&he'r, of 
course, but let us ba" e .ore • .ore. more 
and to hell \o1ith the costs . We can go 
on str lke for higher w~s to Mke it up. 

Consresa is do1n& all it can to see that 
no one suffers. Strip alnlf\8 controls on a 
nati onal basls a r e without a future. Sen
ator lta.ndolph says the natiOf'l IIUSt ha· e IIIUCh 
.are strip ainin&, bot "lt IIUat be en iron · 
.entelly acceptable." We don't know what the 
Senator -na by that. lut ve '· e seen tbe 
tortured Appalachians strl p ained for the 
last four yaars 1n a .-nner that h "envir
on~entally acceptable" to the Vest Vt.rsinl a 
llecl-tion Divhion. If that is what t he 
Senat or ... ns by"envircn.entall y a ccepe&ble" 
str i ppln&. ve .. y "Dead i a dead. whether the 
deceased ts shot, stabbed, poi.soned or bull · 
dozed." 

c~s 1s aho worldllf8 bard to relax 
those amnoyt.na air pollution laws • .trl.ch 
~ passe4, ecco~ to the tlllll StTeet 
Journal, only~ emrt~t&U'ati lid 
tOni~•• dollna pr1Ju'oee .. tb with GUUtion
able statistics and scare t.actlca. aut Con
areas is ...,., tryi .. to .-ke .....sa for their 
plllibt.llty to t .. air poll•en. Sa.ehow 
envt~t.allata -aedtocomtnce an un · 
-rv Coftp'eas tbat the nason their eyes 
-terecl and tbet.r thrCMtu a~ acr.b:hy .tu.le 
strolllrw dalln Sth.A .......... J..araely clue to 
poi aonoua aut.c.oblle eshauat. .Aad that jet 
pllou Med no ndar to find .., Yon City -
they pt up 20,000 fnt and heed for the bis 
--,. llCIIII cloud. So ~Ue -nufactunn 
were at' en a deMUne to .. , the poi._, out 
of their products. 

The «MedUne arrt,. 1 and vlt:h 1 t 8ft a
cute psoline shorta... C:O..Teaa quickly 
detenlinad tMt a aood tM7 to all~-tate the 
shortqe -. to 1-.then the cSe.clllne for 
auco.oblle ~t coatrola. The effect of 
t._t far - al&hted dechloa is beainni .. to 
pay dividends ( ... in) 1 aDd psollne is once 
.,re available. 

But they're world .. on water ..-Ht"y. 
Both SenatoT landolpb and Seaator Byrd voted 
against an •••r i nat to the recentl y .-s.ect 
Rivers and Harbors .Act (S . 2798 ) which110ul d 
have required a deta U ed a tudy of llhe 11ev 
liver ln lorth C.rol.ina bef01:"e the Federal 
Power ec-tuton could arant a Ucease to 
buil d the Blue Ridae Power Project. If Blue 
lld&e ca.es, can Davis and &ovlesburc be far 
behind? All three pro jec:ts are as use leu 
a s snowin Florida. so if one is built there 
can be no reastm why the other Lwo vUl not 
be buUt. 

Whllt about vllderness. perks. natural 
s trea.s preseTVation. recycllf18 . sewage 
treat~t? There really is nothinc to say 
except to throv up one' s hands and repeat 
"what about. tbeeT" 

So. to the readers of The Rlftlands Voice 
"""' wonder why the Voice ts'"usua i y so eriE
leal Of OUr legislatOrS I we urae you GOt tO 
lose sisbt of the Conserv.anc:yes &QIIls. If 
You Wlderstand our ~oals and believe ln t hee 
t..')e Conservancy -Y be around fOT _.., years 
to prod the consciences of our leatslators 
and influence leAlalatlon In the public in
terest. If you atlll believe tt.t there i.s 
anything for which we c.an ca~~pt~ our 
leatsl.at~. theConservency ts a,,...~.-. 



We are overlookiftll froe the Caudlneer 
Tower thh -.ooth, but in order to do so we 
Md to violate a Forest Service closure o rder 
o~ the siRnl Hc:ant structure . AOf'llrentl v it 
h unsafe to clUib a'ly _,re. Or • •rtM- un 

f ' II 

OveriOOlt 
safe to understand what can • e viewed froat 
lt. Wtwt i~e thin~• • ., .,. seen are 
o~scured ~Y dense fo~• so it vlll be our 
purpose thls month to see if we can cut 
thr~h aa.e of the haze. 

Mosr of the story is fa•lliar to /OU by 
now. Most of che UI)Per SNver's Fo rkvater 
ahed is belns exploited for penonal oro 
f it and ovnershio title is outside of 
forest Service control. There is ttaber 
uo there and a ' ery lofV', ~ thln sea. of 
c oal. Also, what sa.. p.opla think vi 11 
turn l n to the Aspen of the East. At any 
rate, -ast of theee exploiters are olayln~ 
a ,._... With a,enc:lea CM~ed vtth the re · 
sponslblll t y of en" lro.-ntal controls . 
Played by -king up their own rules •• they 
&o and aR'Iinst people who soeetlaes a~r 
that they don't know how to olav , the ex 
plo1ten are c learl y wtnnln~ . When the rare 
oc:caslon c0111es up whereby a rule is age lnst 
the interests o f the exploiters, no .atter, 
the rule h ignored. 

r or the last two years, the area has 
been pla,rued " y a plethora of s~Mll coat~nles 

nobod., e-o er ~rd of and whose connections 
are exceedingly difficult to trac e. Compeny 
A leases alneral ri&hU to Coepanv I wno ls 
in charp_e of securtns ext»Qrt coal for Japan . 
IS in tum eatploys ~nf C to actuall y mine 
the coal . C does this vlth ~rear dispatch, 
l~norln~ the amenities of apol ·rin~ for oer 
mit• and such, and b'/ the time . the ooponents 
find out what Is goi ng on, all have a ccom 
pllshed their purpose, the r.ame has veen v on 
and it ts on to the next ru' l>er o r chucker 
o r vhate ec . It would c~ as no surorise to 
anyon~ lf it could be oro· en that Co.oanies 
A, B, and C were in fact paper creations of 
onlv one COftpany. Or one raan. Either case, 
he or it vtelds an i..ensely effec~i e s.o~ 

~'-· 
Well, let's L~ theIr openinA pevn with 

a card played from the hand of the Division 
of water Resources. This is a p,ood IIIOVe be 

1Jtter Creek 
Trip Re~ort 
On the weekend of Feb. 2-3, I led a merry 

band of stalwarts on a bac kpack trip into 
Otter Creek. Sort of keeplnR check on WYHC 
interests. Ur.like so many c~nts I had 
heard about Otter Creek ' s trai l~ belng 
c rowded vi th too many hikers, our g r oup dldrlt 
see a soul . Small wonder. Itwasabout 
the third stra ight weekend of rain and the 
who le basin was as soggy as a West Virginia 
skl slope. Also, that was the weekend o t 
the ~reat ~s shortage. 

Three observations were :ude. First , 
four-vheel-drlve trucks and all terrain ve
hicles have been allowed t o enter l:.he basin 
vla the Big Springs Cap Tra ll whereupon they 
ford the c reek and then us~ the Otter Creek 
Tnll as thelr personal road bed. This ha s 
resulted In trenendoa~ gouges a long the a
bandoned llR grade . The nuddy , thin topsoll 
ha S OOen f' roded away in thP Steeper " eCt(onS 
and vi ii reaulre years t o replace. 

Vehi cles have traveled ln each direction 
a s far as a fallen ooulier o r blow down 
.-ald perwl t. At each of these deadend~ 
there was the r .. lliar ~ollec tlon o f dis
carded beer cans and boo7e bot tl es , tte.s 
•ls•l~ ' r·•• the interior ~psltes. lbose 
tho~htl~s6 few who coul~ Nve ca rried out 
such de!;rls the easies t, 11dn't. And t:hey 
cause:d lnestl!Mbl e daftla~e to these fral~ l J e 
trall~ i n the process. 

i'hc fi nal obsen.atlon c..ould have been 
related onlf to the s-s s~orta~e o r it ~v 
portend c- f events to ctae. A tMMrter tank 
nf ~sol lne was siphoned fr~ •v car per¥<1 
twernlght al~V.Va . 72 and ~~e r esulted 
when rvrc:e was used to reaove ttw> locked 
cap. Thi s is cited as • warnin~ for those 
requtrf~ t~ 1-vln,, ,,!' thel r autreobi les 
unettencled for such perind" v f tIme. 

c ause these fellows lnvarlabl v refuse to 
~rant water disch8r~e permits, and f o r very 
nood reason. 1 t vaa a llOOd 1110ve, but the 
Covernor has a hi~her tn.np the water Re 
sources Board, a nuasi politlcal grouo of 
.,es raenwho us..-ll•t overrule the professional 
dec lslon. On this board sit •en vlth 
e i dents~lf l nterest vho us..-ll v f ollow the 
ad lee or Kin~ Coal's representati,e? Does 
Conset"Vatl on &ave a olce on the board 
Ostensibl y yes, but we understand he dou 
not attend the .eettngs an1 1110re. 

ISut doesn't the honle tea111 n.' e anY knights 
o r castles that can hold the kin~ ln check? 
Apparentl y not, for when they are sent out 
to .ake inspe.ctlons o f ellellly territory, they 
are nm off by anaed blsh<>ps who don't want 
any white cbess.en messln' around on cheir 
.>lack spaces . And no one conplains. But 
then, how can you? Take out an ln)unctlon' 
Where, in Randolph County? Do '/OU " "ov what 
happens to any kind of conser at lon issue 
taken l nto a Randolph Count y court? Jack 
ll~c~rs are heroes there, so don't e~pect 
any a ctlon from them. You d on ' t e\en ~et a 
c hance ro collect $200 for oasslng go ~[ter 
ha lnr. just paid a stiff rental on aoard · 
walk. 

Well, ~hen, let's dra~ out our big guns, 
t he Feds . Let's not mess around with these 
locals, we'l l go right for the bLA tlme. 
Fo rget I t . We used to ha• e the A n.v Corps 
o f Engineers. Peculiar bedfellows, but once 
in avhl te they showed sl~ns of bein~ human 
and could exert con5Lderable force on stream 
malefactors under the 1399 a c t . They al~o 
would answer a ll letters oroeott r. The 
Corl)S was ~ry lnst~ntal ln enforcing 
hls Act tn che Huntln~ton Olrotrl ct. at least. 

and put the double check on a 1 o t o f coa 1 
bl a ck kinks- But ' then a new law came Lnto 
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belnR ( McCJeaver's First Law: When a law ls 
found t o be ~ood and effective, weaken lt 
with addltl onal le~islatlon.} The Corps no 
lon~er ha s jurisdiction over pollution per • 
mlts and such enforcement powen that they 
once used are ~one. Instead, thi• has been 
Ill ven over to a new ~o· ernment bureauc racy, 
the CPA (£nvlronnental Prot~c tlon A~ency). 
Beln~ new, thev d o not ha • effective .eana 
of communlcatlon, th v d o not have pollclea 
to cover thin~5 that arc , o lnp, on In the 
flcld , and they don't seera robe interested 
In enforcement . 

Jf tho c oal companv 1• not at this tl~ 
dlrocha rstlng \i&Sles into a ilrea•, EPA h not 
interested. EPA '' also not Interested ln 
what IM 'f happen t o a streant tn r he future, 
e . r,. wha • •l Rht happen lf seepa,e sta r t• ln 
the future from an aband ned •lne. EPA L• 
not Interes t ed ln oro ec utin" • 'lolato r who 
dlschartted vlthout a l')tl"'lllt and then c losed 
hlr. operatlon ~fore F:PA ~~:ot wind of it. 
EPA ls not concerned wl th the social harw 
wro~ht to local inh8hJ tants hy ,.m:t r un 
mentally un ound oro 1 t:li ar llOllutlon. 
"Th8 t • s tus,. po 1 l t I ca I b • • t ' " ~ta I d one 
hl~h EPA official tom o· er the teleph~ne 
(they ne' e r put anytht n~ In wrl tIn~) "We 
dre only concerned with water nualfty." 
We 11 , 1 got news f c:tr ''<'U, f.PA, Shavers Fo r" 
water QU8lll •1 ain't ~o•hat il u!ted to be. 

So we hav~ e governor who doesn 't care, 
a conscientious stat~ a,encv who e hands 
are always tied fr~ abo•e, an lneffectl•e 
county ~o· •rn.ent, a dawdlin~. dl \n~eres • 
ed Federal as•ncY, and an a~cherlc pu' lf c 
who allaw 1 t a i I to harpen. J t ls no wonder 
chat the Shaven Fork t:Mpl!'t& fers a l ways take 
~ all of the -rb le . Hvw lon are you 
wlllintt f o r thls to ~o on? 

Capping the Bottle 
Hovdo bottlers feel about efforts taking 

place throughout t:he country to ban throw
away beverage containers.? Thus far West 
Virginia • s bottlers have been opposed t:o S 
SO and Hll 823. Their arguaents against the 
bills have been defined largelybyecoTlOlllic&, 
but their figures are quest ionable, their 
logic -.-ague and their conclusions vlthout: 
111erit (see "~ottle Blll s Cet Hearings ••• " 
by Charles lowers, P . 1 ). 

But is bottler opposition t o throwaway 
c ontainer restrictions universal? Decided
ly no t. Soae bottlers, far from fighting 
legi slative atte.pts to control their in
dustry, have a ctively joined the side of 
environ.entallsts in pushing for control of 
non-returnables. 

The following letter c0111es froa Texas, 
and it was written Ln response to the non
returnable si~tion there . As in West Vir
ginia, legislation has been intr..ducEd t o 
ban non-returnable beverage containers and 
tt> require .erchants and bottlers to pay de
posits on returned containers. 

The Voice has been given pe.,.lsslon to 
reprint ~etter in its entirety. P~ease 

note that the lett~ ls two and one-hill f 
yean old. Tbe fact tNt the letter •• 
wrltt~ ln 1971 alvei credence to tbe au
thor's opinion e.pressed in hll second pre~ 
aaraph. 

... y 21, 1971 

""· Pat v. fk._ra, Jr. 
State Chal .... n 
Public Relations eo..ittee 
TDAS IOTTLDS ASSOC lAnON 
Coc:o-cola Bottlln& Co. of Lubbock 
p .o. loll 1041 
~~~. Te.as 79408 

O..r Pat: 

·.I 

1 a.ve just r...S youT" ,..y bulletin to all 
,.._s bottlers in ..t\ich you advoc:ate ta.t 
we auack the e~Wl~~l ,wobl- by •..
port l• aatl-lltter 1... and reeyc lll• pro-

~ra•~> or onf!--y containe r s . The larpllcatlon 
is that ve should fight a taM or ban on HI 
bottles and cans. Thi s letter is betng 
written to voice a contrary opinion . 
Firstly, the idea that we can ellainat:o 
lltter by educ.tlng the public " not t o lit
ter" t s a pipe dre&ll . Tho~e who do the l Lt -
terlng are unconcerned about their environ· 
ment and wi 11 not be moved by appeah. 
Trylna t o punlsh the lltt~r bugs ls al so a 
oloe drea~. How arc you goln~ to calch 
th~? It is not posslhl• t o have th~ entire 
countryside under con tant r.urv~lllance . 
Secondly, the idea that NR bottles and cans 
can be recycled a s a pract i cal solution to 
weste disposal proble. ls so a bsurd that 1 
a~ ... zed that any thlnkan& person could 
tal J tor lt. Corutd ... r what ls in ol ed Ln 
such a pro8 raa of recyc tlna Nft ~ttles a• 
that being c:urr~n ~ly presented by C\.IU on 
'IV and lntMgarlnes. They would have us be
lieve that it ls a good idea to collect Ia 
bottlu(they don't say how), returntt-to , 
the stan plant, .elt them down and -"'- new 
bottlec;1

• '"-ey are pushinA thls ridlculoua 
proaraa to set up a ... siv• ,_,ke screen in 
o rder to lulL the public to sleep. Of e ourse 
they want to •k.e • new bottle uch tlae a 
drink ls sold. They ar• ln t he pac ufina 
business. lut vould lt not be eader, ess 
expenslve and _,ra practlcal to •end return
able ~tles back to the local bottler for 
rdllll .. ! 
The current proar- or settl,. up collec:tlon 
sta tions to recycle al.-1- cans ls another 
seoke screen bet• aet up by the alWii
and can industries. The publlc h belna 
asked to collect a l.-ln.- cans and tau t"
to the collection depot. 1'be red•.,uon 
price h 10, per pound and It takes 40 cafta 
to •"'- one pound . It MOUld taka 400 cans to 
earn $1.00. An{ school kld could polnt out 
t~ abaunUty o auch ec~ic•. It h aho 
a fact t._t a ...., can h •nufactured fn. 
scratch at a fnctioe of tt. cost of aettl .. 
beck -tal fra. collectloe ~s. The can 

---~· 
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The Highland Scenic High\Vay: 

The HighLand Scenic Highwav, the multi
lllilllon dollar Appalachian ridge-runnel:" • 
COT" tinues co limo along despite grudging co 
or~r~tion fro~ a disenchanted United States 
forest Service and growing public dlsoleasur e 
with the project . Information on the highwav 
has alwavs been difficult t o obtain, and 
" fact s •• have usuallv been unrei.i.able. 
~onongahi!lu National Forest Supervisor Al 
Troutt ' s pres~ntJtlon on the scenic highway 
dueln~ the W~ ~t Virginia Hlghlands Conser
vancy's Mid- Winter Wo rkshop in January con-
5tltutes the first substantive discussion on 
the controversia l road since a similar pre 
sentat i on was given to the Conservancy in 
October. i 970 . 

The foll owing u·tlcle is an attempttosurvey 
all that ~ know about the Higbland Scenic 
Highway, its orlgin, development, problems 
and present and future status . 

Or igin o( the Scenic Highway 
No one se~ to know who was originally 

responsible for the idea of a "scenic" high
way through West Virglnla ' s mosc remote 
backwoods a reas . Wes: Vi rginians have been 
preoccupied with road bui l ding since pioneer 
days . and roads have a l ways been considered 
good for t be people, the economy and the 
s tate . 

Mountaineers have discussed scenic hlgb
wayc; through West Virginia since t:he com 
pletion o f the phenomenally successful Sky
l ine Drive in neighboring Virgi nia. &ut 

River and 76 a long Cranberry River. At the 
ci em ( 1965)these roads were unimproved dirt 
tracks , negot 1able only during dry weather . 
f.ackpacking WillS noc in vogue, and o nly the 
hardiest of hunters and fishe~en penetrat
ed cbe area . These groups of sportsmen were 
not: inclined to protest road construction 
s lnce t hey felt that a new road would allow 
them easter access . 

Environmental conceTn in the United States 
was Just beginning to blosson, and no voc.al 
conservation organization existed in west 
Virgin ia. The few individuals who were en
vironmenta l l y conscious lacked direction. 

I t was also difficult to determine wbo 
was r esponsible for the highway . Protests 
registe red with the Forest Service produced 
the response that the road wa s being built 
by the state. Protests directed to the 
State Road Commission were dismissed on 
grounds that the road was fedecrally funded. 
Pro t ests forwerd~d to Congress met with 
platitudes OT stony silence. 

PubUc: attention was first focused on the 
scenk higbwy dutlng the Fa 11 Week-end Re
view, spoasored by the West Virginia High
lands Conservancy in October, 1970. It-s 
duri-ng this annual conference that llllli\Y 
conservation-oriented West Virginians firs t 
heard of the scenic highway and saw the road 
for the first time. 

A ae·d.es of art! c les in the CharlestOil 
,a zette and '11\e Highlands Voice baa appeared 
,fiOyt l y before-tneiOc t ober meeting. These 
~rticles began posing serious questions a
oout the intent and effects of the scenic 
highway, and conservationists attending the 
October meeting bad, for the first time . 
sketchy ide.as of the consequences of furtheT 

construction on the road. 
Anted vt.th a few facts and the evtdenc 

of their own eyes a sesllblanc:e of organization 
besan t o grow in opposition to the scenic 
highway. But it took an incident only in
directly c onceTned with the scenic highway 
to solidify opposition t o continuing con
s truction . 

Begtnn:lng ln 1970 the West Virginia Hi.gh
lands Conservancy organized a strong effort 
to pTeserve the Cranberry Back Country as a 
~clonal Wilderness Area. The effort ~s · 
joined by several national conservation 
organizations, lncluding ~he Wilderness 
Society and the Sierra C1ub . Bilh were 
1ntroduced in both Kouses o f Congress t o 
bring the Seek CbUntry under the protection 
of the 1964 WUdernen Act . As the wtlder
teeu effort proceeded uveta l alaming facts 
'-Je-re \U\covered . 

t he conception of a West Virginia scenic 
highwav from Rich;.;oood to Cot"'llanla belongs 
to some nameless e ntitv ~~ich has been lost 
in the shuff le of time and convenient m~

orv l aps es . 
The fi~st official statements to the 

public on the Richwood- Gormania ~cent.c high
way can be traced back t o f ormer West V~r
ginia Governor \l.W. 'Barron . Earron endorsed 
a scenic highway dur ing his 1960 gubernato
rial Campaign. Bur evidence seems co · n
dicate that Barron 1 s endorser!'ent was not an 
idea OTiglnating >lith ht.m . Soon af ter John 
F. Kennedy's election as p~esident in 1960 
he created a task force to invest igate ~ys 

to re 1uvenace West Virginia's sagging econ
O!lly . One of the task force's recO!Miends
ctons, released in 1960 before kennedy took 
office, was a federally-spons~red scenic 
highway for West Virginia . 

Soon atter Kennedy took office in 1961 
West V~rgtnia Senator Robert C. Byrd b ecame 
inter ested in che projec t. Byl:"d reques te 
that the Por est Service surve y the highland 
regions of the Monongahela Natior~l Fo rese 
and p r opose a route for a scenic highway. 
nus was done and the USTS report was ~ven 
to Byrd on Harch 27, 1961. The route pro
posed in that report s panned the Monongahela 
hom north t o south, fr001 GotW&nia to Rich
wood, and tbat route has remained virtually 
unchanged from chat day to this . 

The Federal-Aid Highway Ace of 1962al· 
lotted the initial funds for construction 

Fo remost was the fact that eineral de
posits under the Back Country , primarily 
coa1, were privately owned . 1l~rs tb.t 
la r ge-scal e eoal production .-s about to be
gin i n the Back Colalt.ry received confi~
t:ion when a new eoal 111.ne was opened on vu 
liams JUver near the northern boundary of 
the Back Country . Duri ng tbe furor tb.t 
ensued over coalatinJ.ng in a wilderness are.a. 
t:eh public gradually became aware of the 
fact that the Highland Scenic Hig,_y was • 
great deal 1110re tfian joat a ro.d fo r tourists 
to a dllli r e the scenery. The publlc was pre
sented with a view of the tourists ' higt..y 
being oveTTUn by heavily laden eoal trucks. 
A quick check of reguliltions -de i t obvi
ous at last that the scen.tc histway •• Ju-t 
another state road, freely .acce•aible t o 
coal and tiMer trucks as well as ~ci.al 
vehicles of a ll kinds, Lncludlng tract.or 
t ral.l.er s . 

Suddenly public indifferenc:e t o the hi&h-: 
way turned to suspicious outraae directed 
l argely at the U. S. Forest Servtce. USFS 
r esponse t o public charges that the Hish
land Scenic Highway was ..-rely a c~rup 
for launching adnins and t ic.-bertnc opera
tions in areas larsely untouched since the 
creation of the Rational Forest i n 1911 was 
not reassurtns. Tbe Forest Service IM!rely 
replied that the High.land Scenic HiaJ1Wy was 
a aNltl - purpose r oad, bad always been a 
arul ti-purpose road, and, they hoped, would 
a l ways be a multi-purpose road. this atti
tu.le, plus USPS resistance to the Cranberry 
lack CoWitry wilderness proposals, united 
conservationis t s in the belief that the 
Highland Scenic Hia._Y ,.. the Forest Ser
vice's road. designed to provide easy ac
cess to the lack Country's ,tU.ber resources . 

The coal ndnina s care s:'n the Back CO\mtry 
gradually d ied down when the new operation 
on Vi lli..arU IUver qutckl.y worked o~. and 
coal company claims of t~e co.l deposits 
in the region could not be substantiated • 
But con cern over the Highland Scenic High
wey was just beginning . 

Efforts to St op the load 

west Vir&Lnia conservationis t s , pe~ic
ularly ~embers of the Rlghl.ands Conservancy , 
began to question severely the USFS on tbe 
purposes and deSign o£ rhe Highland Scenic 
Hig~y. At ehe .- tilDe ~nservationlsts 
began writi ng to W.st Vlr&tnta'a Con&ress• 
lonal deles-tt.on and e skln& t bella for their 
thouchts anc1 opinions on t:M scenlc hiam.y. 

In respondlns t o conse,rvatl~st'• que-

on the scenic highway . It L~ a~ this po1nt 
that Senator Jenni ngs Randolph encered the 
pic ture. Randolph secured an amendment to 
the 1962 Hig~.ay Act which increased 3ppro-
priat1ons for Public Lands Hl.ghwavs . A$ a 
r esult of the tr.crease the Federa l Hi &hwny 
Acl:niniscntlon allocated S4 . 5 million to the 
St.ate o'f West Virginia for con&trucUon of 
the Highland Scenic Highway during ~ three
year period 19&1 - 61. . Studie& began l->
QedLately by tbe West Virginia Stsc~ Road 
c~tssion ln cooperat~on wi th the red~ra l 
Highway Adninlstrat~on . 

Officl.Bl groundbrt!ald.ng ceremotlle!i f o 1 
the Atghland Scenlc Kighwey ~rP held oo 
Julv 10, 19&5 . The ce~emony t ook place just 
opposite the Cranberry Hounta in Visitor 
Center along wes t Virginia Rt. 39, fLEceen 
111iles southwest of Marlinton and twenty- five 
arl.~es nor theast: of Richwood. Senator Ran-
dolph attended the ceremonies a long with ~ 
West Virginia Governor ~tletc C. Smith 
Congressman Harley o . Scagger s and fl\Eie~us 
other dignicaries . 

Wha t ts the Scenic Highwily'? 

F~om its inception the HLghland Scenic 
Highway was off icially designated a s West 
Virginia Rt. 150. Thus, in off tcial eyes . 
the road was JDerely another state road open 
to all traffic for all purposes . 

But press noUces and officla l publicity 
for che highway fixed the " scenlc hlghwy " 
U.p,e in the public's alnd, and ::he public 
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ha s a l ways r egarded w. Va. l50asa "sceni c 
high..iii"y . " In f act , scene ry qu i d.Jv tonK a 
ba c k seat t o other, ~re profitable re
sour ces . 

Ini tial cons truction on Rc . lSO began a t 
the southern te rnlnus o[ the propoaed llO 
~tles long highway, a nd proce dcd nort~rd 
t owards Wil l iams River . 1h1s placed the 
fi r s t complet ed sectlons on th eastern 
boundary o f the 36,000 acr~ CranberrY aeck 
Country wildetTicss an~a, now beif'lg conGidcr
edlwCongress fo r 1ncluslon tn cne National 
Wilderness Preserva tion System . 

The USFS has supported t.he HighLand Scenic 
Hi&hway a s a ~lei-purpose road . That is, 
the USFS support ed the intent of a scenic 
hi ghway as a r oad for sightseer5, but al so 
t hey pl a ced pr ime i~portance on access to 
previous ly roa(Uess a r eas of the Monon~tahela 
Na tiona l For ese which the scenic hlghwa.v wi 11 
provide . The f irs t three completed sections 
of t he scenic highway, fr~ W.Va . 39 to 
Wi l liams River. placed a made~, hlgh-s~cd 
htgm..ey on the pet'irne t er of the Cranberry 
B-ack Country , a roadl~ss a r ea rlch ln timber 
and g loeral resour ces . 

The firs t contract for conscructlon was 
l et in 1965 fo r 4.4 miles . In 1966 A ~econd 
contract wa s let foT 5. 8 mltes . Thes~ ~ec

t1ons were compl e ted and opened to traffic 
Ln 1969 at a cost of S2 , 388 ,0Sl . The la$t 
sect i on co Wil liams River ~• begun in 1968 
and finished ln l a te 19 73 at a cost of ap
pToxlmately $3 nai ll i on. 

r ies west Vlrgtnla' ~ R~presencacives and 
Senator Byrd used what agounted to form let
ters. They endorsed t he idea of a scenic 
highway, citing econom~c benefits to west 
Virginia . Only Congressman Ken Hechle r ex
pressed his concern over pos slble ul terior 
C10t1 ves b y the USFS . 

Senator Jennings Randolph' s r esponses 
established a different pettern . Randol ph 
supported and defended the i dea of a scenic 
highway infirm cOIIIftitted phrases . He cit ed 
the usual economi.c benefit s of t he road, but 
he went further in f ore.cas.tlng that t he 
scenic highway would put wes t Vi rglnla on 
the naap of tourl.st meccas . He contended 
that the people of West Virginia wantfl<l the 
scenic highway, and that he woul d work fo r 
its realization . Thus lt became apparent 
that Senator llandolph was the Highland 
Sceni c Kighwey' s champion . 

In •id- 1972 the Highlands Conservaocy • 
bandoned au:eapu to discuss the road vi.th 
Senator Jlandolph, and the Conservancy ' s at
ten.ion was directed to the Fo rest Servi ce 
which •s shoving s igns o f ,.vulng ln ttu!ir 
support of U1e scenic highway. 

In Dec~ber, 1972 Conservancy Rivers 
Chairaen llobeTt c. Burrell and a group of 
Conservancy ~&e~~~bers were lnvlt.ed to ~~~eet. with 
Hononaahela Natl.onal Fo rest Supervisor Al. 
TToutt and !As tern Regional Fo r ester Jay 
Craveps to discuss a variety of common con
cern. on the Nononaabea. During the meet
ing cravens st. ted that the Forest Service 
would like t o see the Highland scenic Hl&h
way end at US 219. Cravens and TTo\dt ••k
ed the Conservancy to cooperate with the 
USFS in its effort t o p~event new const ruc
tion nor th of US 219 and, instead, to route 
the scenic hlahwaY alona exi•tlng r~ds . 
The Conservancy aareed Lo sound out senato r 
ltandolpb on t be proposal . 

Shortly aft erwar ds the Conservancy vrot e 
to Senator lt.andolph, askins that the High
land Scenic lll&hwaY be tenllnated at US 21.9 
md re-routed nortt..rd alona «xtstlna hi&h
•ys. tbe Conservancy a ho Went a step be
yond the USFS position and asked l.andolph t o 
seek designation for finished portions of 
the scenic hlgtwey as a Parkway. Parkwy 
classification would prohibit comaerctal 
tra£fic on the scenic highway, partlcul&rly 
coat and tlllber trucks . senator &andolph 
dld not reply t o the Conservancy' s letter. 

On Januat'y 23 , 1973, the Fec~et:al«d 
Hi&t..Y Ac.t of 1973 wes lnuoducad in ~- u. 
s. seaate . sena~ol' aandolph ... . co-•,on.or 
of the ._.ur., aftll lt •• refert'ed to hi• 
Public Worka ~tt... sectton 137 of the 
bill provt.de4 foT consu~c~.oq of t.he tu.a--

------------~------------------~ 

Durln.R the eight yean slnc the off1 cia1 
grolJn<ibruktng cctr «!PPnies 13.3 miles ot th~ 
Highland Scenic Hi~hway have been compl c~ 
at a cost o f OVP.r $5 ~lllion, en averA e of 
appr•lY.imateJy $J76,000 Jl(!r mile. An addf
ttonal elght.: mill!! &ettlon la now Wld••r con
tit ruct ino from Wl11larn& Rlv cr Lo Tea CrcPk 
l'lount.a ft~ . 

Opposltt~n Crows 

During the flrst {tv yeurs of c on• 
struction t lle Hh,hl•n<l Sc<mlc HI hway crept 
over West Vlrg1nla'ra o t ?Ur and C:K.tra~ 
ordlnary hlghl•n<l cen~ry with scarceJv a 
mtJnnur ot p-rotos.t. cason$ for th( abr.eoc 
of publlc concern arG mnnv. 

Jn rhe first pine~ f~w people 4Ctually 
reatl,ed the ~oad ~s beln~ built. Con
~>tructJon wa s not kept s .•crct:, and constnn: ~ 

cion bfd~ w~rc adver~15cd to public nc~~· 
papers. But after t he lnitia l splash ol pub
licity surrounding the groundbrcakln th 
Highland !icenlc HI~hwal dlsnpp~?arod from the 
ne-ws '>ec.:tionll of newltpRpC't"S and !rom people's 
"llnd!o. 

I~ few people kn~w the road wa5 betn 
built, PVen f~r were famlltar with rhe 
country through ~hlch th~ road wes b~lns 
buill. The Cr anberry Sack Country had been 
clo~ed tn vehicular tratfic f o r more than 
thlrty years. The onlv roads neer the vt
c1nitv of the Ht~hland Scenlc Highway were 
Fore~t Service Routes 8b •Ion~ Williams 

land Scenic Hlgm..y "frcm West Vl rglnia StAte 
Route 39 to U. s . 250 near 8arton Knob . " 
Since const ructlon bet~cn w. v •• 39 and US 
219 wa s near ing completion ~ection \37 had 
the effect of ordering new conatructl o n be
tween US 21Q and US 250 . 

the a rea betw~en US 219 and US 250 La a 
parti.c:ularlv ensltlve one, for h•r~ lfe li'H'l 
headwa ter s of Shavers fork. This delicate 
trout str eam, whlch begi ns at: an elevation 
nea r 4b00 feet. above a;ea level, h as Ia1110ua 
[or it'> abusemenl as t c h for trout flshlng . 
lt had been the scene or some or the High

lands Conse rvancy's 11101t fi~rctt ba u les wt~h 
s trtp mining and logglng , The area wa s one 
of only three bta ck bear br eeding a r ea• tn 
Wes t Vl rgi nia , and many of i t s upper trib • 
ut4rles , t hrough which the acenic h1JhwaY 
would pe ss , were Una l havens for native 
br ook trout. ln addition t o bein& highly 
pop~la r with hunters and fi s hermen, the ~
cot ogy of upper Shave r s Fork we s extr~1y 
fragile . Sol l ~• t hin and rocky , and the 
forest was essentia lly C.nadlan i n qualJty . 
The Highlands Con s ervancy tmnediately b.s-n 
pre~ratlons f o r a s trona protes t •&ainst 
Section 137 o f the Highway Ac t . 

Of e~l interest t o those in oppc:>sition 
to further construction beyond US 219 was 
the apparent parting of the waya b4tt~en 
SenatoT ~ndo lphand th• USPS . Hot only had 
landolph called f o r extens ion of the. hi&bwe.Y 
beyond the point the USFS vished t o go (US 
219 ) , he had alao changed the claulficatJon 
of th.e scenic h..lghwey £r011 a nNltl-purpose 
r~d to a Parkway . 

The USFS was stronaly opposed to Parkwey 
designation fo r the scenic highway because 
the burden of adalni•terin& the hi&hwaY would 
fall on the US~S . The Forest Service was 
completely unequipped to adnlni ster the 
hifRhwa y, yet :.hen wa s no • Y they co-uld a
vo d the administration headache if the 
scen i c hl~y became a Parkway • 

To clarify the sltuat lon Ron Hardway, 
fldi t or of The ~hlands Voice, wrote to Sen
ator R.andof'j;na v slna 1\l..aa~ravena' nated 
position in oppos ition to (urther conacruc
tion b~yond US 21.9 as expressed at the D•
cenber meeting vtth the Hishlands Con•er
vancy . Randolph, ac tin& upon tha infom
&tion i n Hardway's letter , asked FoT:e.st Ser
vi ce Chief John McGuire for • clarlflc:.atlon 
or ctw usFS ' • position to re&ard to che Htah
~and Scenlc Highway • 

..... p. 6 
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Industrial Ingenuity 
00 SHORTAGE: Everybody, 1t seems, bas a 

way to save gobs of energy. 
Claialina pilot lights can burn 40'7. of the 

ener gy use(! by gas ranges, Robertshaw Con-
trols Co . plans to market next month an e
lec:tt"ic: igniter that will ellminate the pllot 
light entir ely . A small Ohio c ompany de
velops a heat exchanger that flts on the flue 
o( an oil furnace and purportedly recycles 

CoN. from p. 5 

Chief KcCuire was lax in answering Ran· 
dolph's query, and on Hay 10, 1973 the Sen
ato r called a meeting in Washington to dis
cuss the Scenic: Higtt-y with the Forest 
Service. The USFS WkS represented at the 
meetlng by Monongahela Superviso r TToutt and · 
Rex Resler and Hlke Howlett of McGuire 's 
o(flce. Sena t ot' Rando lph wa s a ccOIIlp&nled by 
his aides, McCance, Davis and CU1111ings . 

Ourlng the meeting the Forest Service a
mended its previous statement in opposition 
to construction of the Scenic R!gbwey beyond 
US 219 . The USF-s sca::ed that it "Ss not 
opposed t c the tU~hland Scenic Highway based 
o n pt'esently available information . " out 
Troutt, Resler and H.owett strongly objected 
to designating the road a s a Parkway . Sen
ator Randolph, however, was not peYsuaded to 
return the status o f the scenic: highway to 
a multi-purpose road. The USfS a lso s uggest
ed in the meeting that existing roads be 
used to carry the scenic highway from US 
219 to US 33 . This was rejected bv Ra~ 

dolph. · 
Senator Randolph's insistence on a sep

arate hi~hway as a scenic highway is based 
on his belief that the existence of such a 
road a cross privately owned inholdings of 
the Monongahela will make those inholdings 
easier to obtain for th~ National Forest . 
But Supervisor tToutt pointed out to Ran· 
dolph that the proposed route f rom US 219 t o 
US 250 passes through a heavily strip 111ined 
area, all of which has been ineffectivel y 
"reclaimed , " and ts highly inappYopriate u 
an environment (or a scenic highway . 

Nevertheless the Senator declined t o a
bandon his goal of building the scenic high
way from us 219 to us 250 . rn its final 
form the Federal -Aid Highway Act of 1973 
allows for construction of the Highland 
Scenic Highwe y from US 219 to US 2 50, but i. t 
authorizes no construction and approprlates 
no funds for con struction. 

The reason for lack of funding is the 
result of a series of complex legal and tech
nical argu~~ents by the Sierra Club designed 
to stop the Scenic Highway by depriving it 
of funds ft'om the Land and water ConseTVa
tion Fund, the o riginal source of revenue 
for Highland Scenic Highwas construction. 

Acc:ordLng to the SierTa Club the f orest 
Service is entitled to receive monies from 

Cappina 
cont. from p. 3 

people are desperately trying to brainwash 
the American people in an effort to stave 
off unfavorable legislation. 
The returnabl e bottle is the best practic:a 
answer and is sound from the ecological 
viewpoint. It makes no s ense to return NR 
bottles and cans to be destroyed a nd : eman
ufactured into new containers after each use 
when r etut:nable bottles can also be r eturned 
to the local bottler,moreeasilyandat less 
cost, t o be u.red again and again . 
The one - way container is the r eason t he 
franc hise boundaries are cl:U'IIbling and a re
turn to 100 retuTD&ble bottles would put 
the local bottler back into a posi tion of 
strengthandsecurity. The one-way conta i ner 
is ecologically unsound, unne<:efsari ly ex
pensive, and is not i.n the best econoalic 
interest of the bottler. A total ban on MR 
bottles and cans would be tl:te besr- t hing that 
could happen to the bott ler. As a 
bottler organization we s hould be do ing 
everything we can to encoura ge s och a ban. 
We , as a n associat ion. should be opposing 
HR bottles and cans fo r all the many Tea son s , 
ecologic and economic . 

Sincerely, 

N. £. Norton 
Executive Vice President 

Note. : Hr. Norton has since become President 
of the Royal Crown- Or . Pepper Bott ling 
Co . , Corpus Chrt s ti, Texas . 

4<n to 55t of the beat t ha t no~lly goes 
usel essly up the c himney . 

Paramount Televis i on i n HollywoOd c lai•s 
to have ca.e up ~ith a system to c ut e l ec
trical energy usage 40'1. in t he f U a ing of 
tts progra ms . On the o t her hand , General 
Electr ic Co . takes a tm at the l owly n i ght 
light, and develops a fou r-watt light t hat 

the Land and water Conserva tion Fund only t o 
acquire priva tely held l a nd for t he purpos e 
of establishing scenic: t rails, scenic r ivers 
or r ecreation areas . Conaress IBU.St d e s ign
ate the scenic trails, river s a nd r ecreation 
areas befor e the USFS may purchase t he ar
eas. 

The SieTTa Club has poin ted out t hat t he 
Land and Wa ter Conservati on Fund - s es
tablished t o purchase inholding& i n Mll ti-ona l 
Forests o r Wilderness areas for pro t ect ion 
&gainst cai.smanagement or dutruc:t i on of the 
na tural quAUtie~ of an a r ea, a nd t o sn:eserve 
the i nholdings for our:door r ecreational use . 

Since t he Fot"est Service had pt.nned t h 
scenic his hwey as a commercial highway tbe 
Sierra Club contended t hat all money ac
quired by the USFS for land acquis i tion fo r 
the scenic highway from the Land and wa teT 
Conservation Fund had been a cquired ille
galty . 

On June 23 , 1971 Sier ra Club attorney Jim 
Hoorman also demonstrated to Clitf t hat no 
land beyond US 219 could be pur chased for the 
scenic h~ghway by ci~lng t he Depertaent of 
T"t"ansportation Act, Section 4f. This crucial 
section 1118kes lt clear t ha t ~lie l ands 
highways cannot be built in a ny sign ificant 
rec reatlon area unless there is no a l t e r na
tive to the rou"te. Tile USFS r epUed to 
Hoornliln ' "' seven page letter with a five
line blurb s tating that Section 4f of t he 
Transportation Ac:t did not a pply to Mat i.®
a 1 Forests . But in the two a nd one- hall' 
years since Hoornaan wrote to Cllff t he For est 
Service has not pur c hased any land (or the 
Scenic Highway beyond US 219 . 

Some Questions 

With the Rightand Scenic Hlgt..y c r eep ing 
toward US 219 f r om Tea Creek M.ouncain t hose 
who hold the future of the r oad in tlalt 
hands, namely Senator Randolph and t he Fo r est 
Service, should answer s0111e quest ions con
cerning tbe origins, the presen t a nd t be 
future of the scenic highway . Answer s to 
the questions 1118y put the Highland Sceni c 
Highway in pYoper perspective for t he fi r st 
time in its thirteen year hist ory . 

FTom whom did t he scenic highway s pring? 
Was lt a legitimate exercise by a nameless 
group of West Virgini-ans who saw a Wes t Vi r
ginia "Skyline Drive" as a 1110ve towrds a 
genuine tourist ecol\Ollly? 

Or was the road a political ph .n? was it 
the payoff for delivering \lest Virginia i nto 
the Kennedy camp in 1960? 

Where does Wally Barron fi t into the p ic 
t:ure? The infa.mous governor ~s on e of the 
earliest proponents of the scenic htghwey . 
In view of t he formet' governor ' s subsequent 
decl ine and fall, perhaps t he contracts fo r 
the first phases of const ruction s hould be 
e)CBJ!Iin.ed. Who got t he contract&'! Who owned 
those construction compan ies? uo the books 
ba l ance? 

Why did Sena tor Byrd lose i n ter est i n the 
road after he got the project underway i n 
1961? 

A£ter let ting the highway glid e a long f oT 
eleven years as a multi-purpose r oad , why did 
Senator Randolph s udde n ly a l ter its status 
to a Parkway in the 1 973 Federa l -Aid tUghway 
Act? · 

Does t he SenatoT truly f eel that the r oad 
should be for sighueers only? or does he 
think the Parkway d eslsnation will qualify 
the s cenic highway a s a "recreation area,h 
thus making i t unques tiona•ly el1&1ble foT 
Land and *te r Conservation F'Wid 1101tlU ? 

If Senato r Randol ph feels that the hi&b
,.y should be for sightseers only, ..tty does 
he r e tuse t o consider stoppin& constnJCti on 
a t US 219 and utlliz.f.n& eXi• fi!'S r~ f or 
the remai~r o f t he s c enic hlg~y? Does 
the Senllt:o r not know vbat the Mower ~ 
Coapeny has done t o t:hrir 1and l y ina between 
US 219 and US 2SO? 

I n t he event all log_ic h overca.e and 
the USFS begin s purchasing right-of _,.y nort h 
of US 2 19 , what a r e they cotng t o do about 
Snowshoe , the lllUltl-llli lUon dollar ca.ple,.; 
now unde r construction on Cheat Mountain? 

t 

.. ve. allloe~ ... lf the elactddty needed for 
present HWO-..att nlaht Uatlts . 11& deel t 

CE ft.aur•• ff •ch pf tha Mtion' • 65 llillto 
,__.. used one of Its new Upts tnst.-d of 
pnaent nl&ht ll&Ms , the .. vl.n& .ould be 
saaethin& lllce 710 ldllion ldlowtt hou:r:s a 
,.-r or nearly $20 llillton ln electricity 
c haT&•• · (Wall StTeet Journal ) 

Does Senator Randolph lmov t.l".at: Snowshoe has 
boU&ht a lara• sectlon of the s cenic hi&..._Y 
route out fra- under the federal cove~t? 
Does he know that 1f the scen1c hi&.._Y route 
is overlaid on a pla.n o f Snowboe that the 
hi&hwaY cuts th~ one o f Snowshoe' • hote l 
~lexes and two of its ski slopes ? 

Purtt..er.ore, doa Senato r Jlandolph re
a Uze that if the Hi&hland Sc enic Hlct..y. 
nov a Paraa.y • •naaea to be re-rout.ed a -
round Snowhoe Snowshoe itse lf h aolns t o 
build yet another - jor hlshllay froa us 219 
into tbeiT recreational cOIIpCJUild becauae 
c~rcial t:rafl1c, i.e . s upply trucu. wtll 
not be allowed to use t he HJ.ahland Scftlic 
Par~y? 

Concl usions 

'nle Highland Scenic Highway has becoae a 
crippled giant whos e f uture .. y beco.e aired 
in t he courts . and whos e exi s tence is a bla
tant disre&&Td for the t~s now facing the 
United Sta tes in the ~ate and far
r ea ching f uture. the hi&t..y .usc be ter
minated when it reaches US 219 , t' r it a~at 
use existi ng highways i f ( t .:Jves farther 
north. There is no .)ustif l cation f or con
tinuing c: oostruc:tion north o f us 219. 

Gasoline sboTt.ge:s and ~xorbi t.nt &a•o
line prices are - klng autc:aohi.l e tt'avel [ell! 
enjoyable ev ery day l n r:he Uni t ed States . 
lt: l s i r responsible to plan a scenic hig.,..y 
which woul d encourage .-otorlsts to use their 
a utomobiles in an a r ea barely able to .-et: 
tbe fuel needs o£ its own residen~s . 

~ USFS l.acka the • npower a nd the t1111e 
t o administer t he scenic h i ghway as a Park 
.,.y. The USFS is alr ead y ha lf-•d vlt h the 
burdens of runni.ng a tt.ber business whi le 
a lso -ki ng a s tab at. -na~ng vtldllf e, 
water and outdoor -rec.Teat.ion on the Honon
p hela Rational Fo rest. To further Mddle 
t he USFS vt t h highway a dnin ist r a tioJ would 
p r obably send t he Servic e over the edge and 
into a padded c e ll. 

At the .._. tllle it is i nadvisable t o r e
sto re the scenic highway t o IIIUlti-purpose . 
The For est Servic e pers i s t s i n burYing i ts 
nose i n t.be .. wdust • and tree- far~~~ing t he 
Hononphela. The Fo1:es t Se rvi ce is run by 
men, and .en a.re hu.an. "'-ens casa r esost 
t:e.ptationonly a s long as teapta t ion i s not 
p laced 1n their paths. 11M! teaptaHon to 
turn the Cranberry lack Country into a s pide r 
web of logging roads i f the scenic hi ghway 
were IDUl t l -purpose woul d. inevitably • be :.oo 
g t"eat: f o r the USFS foreste r s . 

Re - routins the sceni c hig.._y north of 
US 2 19 to avoid Snowshoe is unfeas ible . 
The r oad cannot be IIIOVed eas tward because 
t raffi c on t he road would i nte rfere wttb t he 
de licate ears of the Green Bank lladio Ob
s ervato ry. It c ould onl y .ave wes t•rd 
'ntis would present the ludicrous situation 
o f the scenic highway nmning a long the 
ridge top overlooking the TY&&rt Va lle) and 
US 2 19 on t he Valley f1oor as tbe two roads 
run parallel into El kins be-rely a • U e apart. 

The solution tc all o f thes e proble.s is 
si~~~pl e . When the HistUand Sc enic Higtway 
reaches L"S 21"9 no further con•truct1on should 
be cont.-plac-ed • .Instead the extsti .. twen
ty-three •iles of the hi&hway f Tc. US 219 
south to V.Ya. 39 should be desl&nated a s a 
PaTaa.y. 1he -.. Hi&hland Scenic Parblay 
h periectly appropriate because the tven
ty-t.hTee aile stl'etch pesse a throucb sa.e of 
Wes t Yirait\ia' s .:Jst spectac:ul.ar hl&hland 
s cenery, fr~ VlllU.. liver to the top of 
Black Mountain, oeel'ly 4,700 feet hlah. 
lfcNhere in the hifhlands h the scer.ery any 
dUfeTent tt.n it s haTe. llavlna seen this 
twenty-three aile su·eteh the tourt• ..,tor-
1st. will have seen J. t all • Vecetat. Lon and 
topoaraphy dies not c:baftae a ..ht t north of 
us-219 to eo~.. • 

And pert.ps, sc.e •stute 80t.oris t .a • bav
tns driven oveT the twenty-thTee •ile expense 
of red apnJCe capped .auntaln peaks, pl'eclp
itous A.ppalac:llian sL...- and spenllna .aun
t.ai.n atr-.. vlU r•lize t._t tventv-three 
•Ues of ~slte wtlclen.ess isolation bas 
been .. c:Tittced for a soulles• expen.e of 
asphalt. painted u-. and crushed stones 
and that t he frqlle a.s t Ylrpnia htaf\l.anCI~ 
cannot stand another lnch of such .. c:rlftce. 
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H! 690 (Coodvtn, Wbite ) Would nCNi r e of 
tlaberlns opentlona a pel"'llit a nd bond 
procedure aiJiilar to that requlred froaa 
strlp atntna. No applic:.tt nn fees or 
public notJce procedUTe&, nor any speclfic 
operatln& s tandards . In at~ a ccompanying 
flsc:.l note , the Depertaent of Natura l 
Res ources est.1JIIated the cos t a t S4S0p()( 
a year, and c onapl ain• thac t t br ings no 
revenue. 
eo..e:nt: lhls kind o f land use contr ol 
has to c~ - - but: t h ls c:.n only be a 
trlal ~lloon. 

HB 813 (McManus , Set bert) 

SB 168 (Brotherton , Hubbar d) 
The Stat~ Soil ConseTYation Coa.i.ttee 
(SCC) shall adopt guidelin es for the 
control of a ec!l.ael"'t in l and - d lsturbins 
actlvltles. Landowners aha l l f ile a pl an 
with the SOC or their l o cal So i l Cons er
vation Distric t ( SCD) befo re beginni ng 
such actlv1tles. 

cont. '""" p. 1 
po"int it ~ot ao bed in K.anavhe S tate Fo rest 
U•t beer clrlnldng in t.he forest •s force
fullY. prohibited by the Deperteeot o f N«t
unl "'l.Sourees. Charleston ar .. beer dis
tribUte~• and retailers recoanlzed the s e
riou.naaa of the probl- when they s~r~ 
ed the ._ cTackdcNn on beer drlnJUng 1 
the foreat, even t~h 1t cost thea .toae 
.. t ... 

I ran an unofficial survey ln the State 
P'or.st to det.rw:ine the effect the excuslve 
lltterl. .. "'*I on fore.t ....._-.M. I dh
covued U.t four forest -.,loyeea had to 
dnote • full day •cb weak to plcld,. up 
caat-off eana and bottlea. I aho .. s ad
vtaect tak •ch of the .. .en wa peld $16. 
00 per ... , for tha1r won. Over a y-r•s 
tt.e thla would ~ to naerl y $4 ,000 apeat 
by Veat Ylr&iU. taxp.yen to just pick up 
CAtna and tiottla• in lanallha State For .. t. 
If tbe other lllat Virpnla .-r~u and forests 
..,_ •ltd l.ar pTObl- even he lf as bed a a 
J'n • .... , the taxpa'na are putt.i .. out 
~ • 50,000 ..... u, to pick up cans and 
~u ... 

S...tcw C.lpertn of Ita...,.._ County ws 
-re of tbe thro..•y container probl- lit 
l«ns ._ State ror .. t. On .January 17, 1974, 
Calperin aftd s .. tor Pat ,_.1 lton of Fayette 
~J t•roduc..t s. SO, a blll benning 
thl.,...., .,.,_nae container. and .,cleled 
after Oreioa'• hlahly successful no-~hrow
awya law. 

Slnee laat s,_.r 1 had been tryina to 
a•t local officLsla and ora-nizat101"1S to 
en4orae sucha-aure, but. .,.c were unable 
to openly endorse the bill due to lneo~pona
Uon ~asuL?tlona. However, I dld find socw 
• ,...~hatic and active individuals vithln 
._ of the orpnizatlons who joined vt.tb 
.. for • t.n on thr~-Y containers. 

Spaan...dtna our efforts -s Mrs. Carter 
CUunan. She ~ht Jane Henley into the 
fqy, and we bepn eo~~~pllin& facts a.nd fia
ures to use in Senate public hearlnas wbtch 
veTe ctu. Oft .JanuaTy lOth. We also received 
_, -.:h naecled shot in the a.-. fr0111 a r-rk
able ar~ of Charleston Hi&h School stu
dents led by ~c sen1oT Davld A~tt. 

Our c:itl~' ITO\IP .. sa bH awed as our 
OpPosition lined up prioT to the upetd"K of 
the Senate hearln&. ALF/ClO Class Manufac
turers aad unions f~ Pittsburgh, Hunttns
con and P'at.~WDC~t , and Weirton Steel a.ong 
others hllcl broucht in t.helr blg guns to opel"' 
up on the Senate. '!bey hlld twntv-two speak
era pre .. red to oppose S. SO, but U.e Ualt£ 
allowed only aix of the. to s~k. 

The crOIId in attendaftce ~r.v so large by 
the u .. the hearln& ~ tNt we heel to 
SIOYe lftto the Senate e:tt..ber . '"'oae favor-
11'1& s. 50 spoke eloquewtly and factually, 
a~ the Charle.ton Hlld't School aroup ~
staed tbelr pot.nt by ch.pt.na several laqa, 
plaatlc: tnah beP of dlac:arded can• and 
bottln ln front of tbe Senate c~tt-. 

1he ....... , ......... vltbouc • ct•n:ut 
vtc~ for either ·~· ~ lt •• 
ct• 
., .. us~ tt.c ct. •u ~u., .-... 

... I.tl. M-ad off•r no alt..._tl..,_. to 

.-.c w ...a .. wttta ttua.._y contaloan • 

,_7 

~~trol !~!~ ... ~~~!!f~nother bill Nld t o bo .... 
c~ed ~it h l•ni. -.lnln«. Ttte have sue:- len strinaent than ttoeer•~ subsHtut:e bUI. 
f en at kf P• Cnlf ao ... r, ll-<:4111- lnduatry repreaencattves who d-"ited the 

r:~~~r a~r.a~~.:!.~e~!i~:nC::.f~e~~ :~~r~~;~~~1n:l~3~;;:tonc.~fe:!de:t0o/ support the coel and electrlc:.l poweT indus the Metional Co.l Auoclati.ol"'' a nd O.vld'f 11 
~f!s.whi "h..er ~~ P~1r{edf a new • tripping manaflr\8 dlrec t or o r t he Ma t l~nal Assocta~ lo~ 

c gre. Y auu es ~evera l o f the o f £ ect r lc: COGpan ies. ~mes of admlnis tr• 
f~ro~ger provisions o f the blll now In its t l on figures who pertt c 1pated ln planni ng 

na s tages in the House . Bu t a dmln1stra - ~tlngs wore not a vailable 
t l on and i ndustry o ffic ia ls a re present ly · 

C0t1111~nt: Jud~lng by what heinous pra c
tices ar~ present lt condoned by the sec 
a nd the SCD' 5 (faT 1nsunce, !llllny s tTi.p 
~tners are o f flci a ll J SCD co-operators ) 
this doesn' t look ltke much. 

SB 59 ( Pa lt611bo , Hubba r d) Ma kcs1111sceJJaneous 
chan~e' ln the cont rol of '>urface mlnin~: 

( l )Operato r s need not maintain approv
ed dra tna~;.e lf "there I ' no natural 
dra inage •.• o u t of the disturbed 
land .'' 
C012111en t : Huh ? 

(2) All~ surface mining wlthln lOO' 
of publtc p r oper ty. 

(3) Removes benchw1dth llaitattons. 
(4) Re aulres regrading ro approximate 

or iginal contour . 
Connent : (4) is in thn pending Federal 
b i ll . (I ) through (J) look bad . s ome
thing f i s hy going on . 

SB 75 ( Hubbard ) Junk . Nobody 111ay keep junk
ed c:.rs e xcept ln a junkva rd o r gara s e. 
State IMY r emove then.. SlO deposit on 

The polnt was not lost on aecat>ers of t.h.e 
Judlc lary committ ee . 

On January 23 , Delegate Billy Burke of 
Cllnter County i n t roduced KB 823, • ~J~sure 
~lmllar t o S . 50. 1 quickly a aked ~e 
JudlcV•ry c hainaan A. L. Sonnervllle for a 
he.ring before the committee. 

We had leas than t wo daya to pYepere f o r 
thLs hearing, but our presel"'ta t l on s s eemed 
to ae t o be even mo.re effective than our 
preael"'t.aUon t o the Senate . tn addlt lon t o 
our own spe~akers, Hrs . Ct ltanln, Jane Hen l e y 
&'ftd David Arnett, Del. Bu.rke and Se,.to r 
C.lpertn also spoke fo rcefully a_nd e ffec tive
ly for the bill. 

S . SO and 1m 823 •re both i n c~itt.ee 
\ftderaolfll exaalnatlon by the Jeg.islators. 
~~ 1a our rnponst.blllty nov to keep tbrlr 

ereat a ive by pressing upon the. tbe 
Ulportance of t~se billa. I believe the 
sltuatlon has reached c rlsis proportions, 

and anyone tlbo fre~ts ~ State Fot'tst 
would aaree. Ttn-owwy containers affect 
us all, and l aa sure that there Is not a 
atnale Consnvancy ....,_r ~ has not had 
~heir esthetic principles offended by these 
pe.-..nent bUahts upo.l our .,_utlful land
s.c:.ape. 

Mow ls the tL.e t o Ket the C:riJis under 
~antrol. Se1"1tl8er\t in O.rleston is favor
able to •~ sort of control on beveras~ 
c ontalncra, and S. SO and HI 823 are a_bout 
the best we c:.n do. Let us not "thro...,.Y'' 
the opportlllll ty. VTlte to your own lqJ.s
lators and as Mny !Maben of the House and 
Senate Judiciary Connltteea as you have t111e 
to vrlte or call. Our frandchildren deserve 
a WUt Vlr&inla hee o mlndleu llttertna, 
and so dow. 

HeTe is a lis t of ..-bers o f the House 
Judlc l.ary Coe.lttee. W1:lte to thell at ~ 
following address: C~lttee on the Judi
ciary, Houae of Deleptea • State Cap{t o l , 
Charleston, WV 25 305. 

(Democr.ts ) 

A . L. S~rvllle, ChalnMn 
lrvln S . Que.en 
Clarence C. Chrlatta_n , Jr. 
Clayton C. Davidson 
Robe~t W. Dln..ore 
Frank E. Jolliffe 
Donald L. ltopp 
Mary Marthll MerTict 
!mast C. Moore 
~ • J. Scott 
wtllt.. !. ShJngleton 
lArry Tucker 
\.aoM.rd Underwood 

(Republicans) 

v. c. Field 
Cleo .Jones 
Marry ,..,.u 

nt"W car s sold in the alate. · 
Coanent: The Afpa l a chian R~glonal C~-
~Lsaion B•ve WY 7SO, OOO to r~ve Junk 
wh~ch Is being s pent by James Manc~tn: 
Tt s not enough , but they are no t Likely 
t o five any more . espec ially tf wv it
sel does no thing . Thls bill lalled in 
the taat session, because some peopl 
like to keep JUnker"! , and becau. · some 
legislato r s regard t.h " "d~ posl t" a s a 
hlddel"' tax. If 1 c falls a~•.a in, an a lter
nat I ve wouJ d be to n •QUI re that property
owners pe yan annual Uc~nse f t·e for thti.r 
}unken . 

(A House Blll s111111ar t o thls one! WI& pessed 
67-Jl by the House o~ February IJ, and sene 
on t o the Sena~e. ) 

SB 7b (Hubbard ) Acco rd1ng co the s ummary : 
The purpos e of th ls blll l~ to include 
operators of W'ildwat.er eltpt-dlli ons, flo.t 
trJps, etc. as outfitters or suldes and 
authori~e the director of natural re-
50urces to pr omulga te rules a nd regul a 
tions for such servi ces and to ellmin.te 
~he one - year res ident requ1r~nc for 
outfitter and guide license. 
Cotamren t: Don ' t know ""'a t ' a up here . 

KB 795 (Shaf fer. Moore) Spect{le• tha l "no 
111ine shall be opel"'ed or reopened where 
the t ota l are• of the entry or entrle• 
therei n ts g r eater t han t wo hundred ( ee t 
and where coal is r enoved co.ner c i a l ly 
and not incidenta lly wi thout a surface 
1111ne r ec1aMt1on bond . " 
COftllleT"It: Dlrec t ed asalnst. s urf a ce mines 
wh1ch - • querade as deep • lne " (acing 
up. " Loolts good . 

S'B90 (Sus .. n and Hubbard) 

HB 741 (Sa..ervt lle and Pol e n) Thh lll-pe&e 
bU 1 c reates a new Depertaent o f f!nvl r on
INnta I Pro t ection and Concro l t o Lake 
ov e r the f unction£ o f t he At r Po lluti on 
Con~rol ~sslon ( at present independ 
ent, and the Depert.ent o f M.t t unl Re
sourc ea Dlvislons of W.ter Resources and 
Recl lltMtlon ( a mo"& others) . Upgrades 
wateT pollution control t o con{or. t o 
the (U. S. ) W.Cer Pol lut ion Contro l ~~t 
Allendaent a . 
'nwre appe.r to be two subs tan ti ve pro
visi ons : 
(l) To sa tisf y the W. t er Po\lut l on Ac t. 

(Under the "nev federa lt a." t his a c t 
authortaes • State to perfoT8 1 t a '*" 
-ter pol l utton 1 tcens Lna and tesuna 

• if lt .. ttsfies c ertain Federa l re-
'fU.lre.ents •• t o lepl powe-rs and 
existlna bureaucracy. ) . 

(2 )To bring the Air t ollutlon Control 
to..lss!on under ~re contro l. 
C~t: " He who r h s with a doc 
wil\ rise with flees." 
The do& i s the Dlvlsl o n o f Kecta..
tion, wh1 ch deal s wit h a trlp •lne, . 
F'o r pol l tlca l reasons tt proclal .. 
thet s trip • l nes ere not an environ
.ent• l proble~~ Jn the s tate. n_. 
Fo restry, wate r kesources , Park.-, and 
Vl tdllfe Dl v lai o ns hllve t o lie elontJ
side because they a re a lso in the 
Dllll. 1 f t here 1 s any i~l'OV~t t o 
be made l n WV 1 s envl r owwent by bu
r eaucrat ic shuf(llng, lt woul d be t o 
sever t he Dt vlsl o n o f Rec l ... tton 
f ro.. the el"'vlr011111enta1 a&enciea , rath
er t~n to put al"'ythi"« e lse in vlth 
it. 

sa 111 ( Nelson) Creates a DepertJient of En
vtr~tal Contro l t o take over fwx:tions 
eresently covered by the WV Code under 
•wter resourc es a c t,'' .... t•r pollut:lon 
contro l • c-t," ••natural Jt~_. JW•••r
vatlon act , " and "air pollut:lon contTol 
•ct." 
C~t~ IUTNUCrat.i c s huffle - - bUit not . 
lhe .... on. propos ed by the _,th S'Ae-
-n/~cd/~rvll"le/Polen bill. 'rbla 
one possibly benef icial ln that lt would 
aever strip •fne Ucft\atnc f.-- envtron
IIMmUI control, end tt..a pe ... lt .- ..t
verMty cMbete becv..n tt\eae two func
tion• of a tate aow"'-*"t. 

Pred t. Mulnelx 
lobeTt c. Polen 
"'--• !. Potter 
Mt.c-.t 1. SMv 
Jtltlf1 C. Salrl 
loNI't •· leone 
ftU1 ~-~~ • .Jr • 

• (Fora .-ry ol,. 123, t,_ ... ttl• 8Ul" 
• .. -...etlea ••• " by 0..-1 .. lfMera, r. t.) 
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Of pH and Moss 

I>ut'lng the course of the past year, 
I have wri t ten a number of articles for 
the VOICE in whic h I freely used the term 
''pH" . Not so long a go, a r eader came to 
me and said that while all that wu vet'y 
interesting, just what was " pH" and why i s 
1t so 1lmportant? I started off with the 
usua l explanation that "pH'' - s a 
logarit~ic ••• when my questioner, with 
just a shade of impatience, br oke i nto my 
explanation with a, "Yes , but what IS pH?" 

I must confess that there he had me . 
I ' ve searched through all t ypes of 
reference books without finding· a truly 
satisfactory answer to that question. The 
bes t definic i on that I can find comes from 
a manual on photography and r eads : "Any 
solution having more hydrogen i ons than 
pure water is called acid; any solution 
having fewer hydrogen ions than pure 
water is called basic or alkal i ne . 
Therefore, it is the hydrogen l or. that 
determines the classificatio n of the 
solution being tested . 

This is not the place for a lesson in 
chemistry and I am probably one of the 
lease qualified persons to teach chemistry . 
However, in slmfle terms, t he hydrogen 
atom (H) natura ly occurs with positive 
and negative electrir.al charges called 
electron of the hydrogen atom is l ike a 
randv sailor on shore leave after six 
months sea duty; it goes wandering o ff 
after the first orettv face it sees . 

Now anv atom that has few~r electrons 
than it has in the natural or e le;;renta l 
stage ls called an ion . H ~s a hydrogen 
atom; Hp represents t~ hydrogen ion 

Bat Facts 
tn 1815 John James Audubon calculated 

chac a three day passenger pigeon flight: 
in Kentucky totalled CWO billion birds . 
Without: doubt, it was the most abundant 
migratory bird in Anterica, but by 1900, 
the passenger ? lgeon was rarely seen, and 
the last zoo survivor died in 1914. One 
fa~cor often mentioned in a~counting for 
its rapid declLne was its low rep~oduction 
rate: two yo~ a year. 

The bat aight be compar ed t o the pas
senger pigeon - so abundant chat its dis
appearance could not be conceived . Yet 
the latest information f r om a few caves 
for which there are early records reveals 
staggering reduc~ons in bat populations . 
The first alarm was sounde:1 at carl!bad 
Caverns in 1955 wb.!n t he first of a series 
of southwestern bat die - offs was noted . 
In the i nvestigation that followed, it was 
found that the population at Carlsbad was 
down from 8, 700 to about 3,800,000 in 
1956 . By 1962, ic had dropf)e.d to about 
250 ,000 about one for every thirt y-five 
that were there 35 years ea-rlier. 

A current survey of 100 of t he na::t on' s 
leading bat upe.rts 1ndicates that a total 
of 22 species o r subspeciez (out of 78 in 
the United States) is believed to be de
cV.ning ln part o r in a ll of theix ranges . 

Declines in cave populations were 
not iced and reported as e • rly as 19S2 by 
\:harles E. Mohr on the basis of data from 
many bat banders 'Who up to that time had 
banded 70,000 bats, mostly in caves . By 
1952. populntions had been re<!uced at many 
sites and one species. Myotis sodalts , had 
virtually dLsappear ed from Its known 
hibernating caves in the Northeast . This 
bat has been on the list of rae 
bat has been on the l1st of rare and en
dangered species since 1966. Five other 
bats have been nominated for the revised 
endangered Us t. 

In the opinion 
expert, inadvertent 
by spelunkers , who 
the effect of their 
scientists carrying 
research may 

of virtually every bat 
disturbances of ba~s 
ofte'l are unaware of 
visits, and also by 

on bandi.ng or other 

research have been responsible for marked 
reductions in well known cave popul ations. 

When they enter hibernation, lTl5ec
tlvorous bats are heavy with fat deposits • 
They are able to survive the winter-long 
fast only because of the metabolic ec0001ay 
achieved throuah dormancy . Hi &bet' f1 n t
year mortality rate• noted .-ana youna 
bata have been inte't"prete.d as the inabil
i t y of many of thea to a~te eriOUKh 

after the ~Uve t.a tandered off. 'the 
number of hJd~ iona ln aft)' aol1&lon cw 
... tedal belf18 t .. ted h al .. ya vay -u 
and. alnce acldity/alkallnlty 1a baaed 
upon a loa-ritbaic acale, the value will 
be nea-ti ve. lbertfore, • invert the Hp 
r o r .. drr and so a.-y with the alnus 
s ign. therefore ... n• the neptive 
logarlt of the concentration of 
hydrogen ions 1n the aol utlon or 
mate rial beina tested. 

lbe pK scale divide• the ranae of 
alkaline •nd acid .. terials into 14 
point s . HalU.y, or 7 , ls naut.ral, but 
does not mean that the solution or 
IIWlteri&l is not acid or alkal.Lne; it 
lllean s only that the two conditiona are 
exactly 1n balanc e and that available 
nutrients are unlocked and available to 
pla nt llfe.~----:---:--

For example, take phoapborua, one of 
the essent ia l minerals for plants. When 
the pR is high- above 7.3- phosphorua 
comb1nes with calcius to form caleiua 
phosphate, an insoluble compound. 'Let 
the pH value fal l to 5 .0 or below, and 
the phosphorus locks up with iron in the 
soi l and becomes unavailable to the 
plants . The same is true f or o ther 
miner als, although the pH va~ues are 
d1ffennt . Thus, the pH va~ue of the 
soil determines the growth of plant life 
i n and on that soil . The one exception 
to this general rule is the conifers 
which. with the aid of a l lbe.ral 
allowance of time, have worked out a 
syrebiotic relationship with certain 
fungi . These fungi (lll)'corhiza) li.ve on 
the roots of the trees and b r eak down 
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---------------------1 fat reserves to last until spring ( W.H. 
DaVis and H. B . Ritchcock) . Since even 
minimal disturbance during hibernatLon 
may arouse the bats to an a c ti ve state 
create a c:train on their energy supply, the 
frequency of unnatural arousa l lllUSt be 
kept to a minimum. 

Also, handling of pr e gnant females may 
c ause a bortion . S . R. H~phrey f ound t~~t 
so::~e species are mush more sensitive to 
dis~rbance that other s . In t he ca se of 
the Big - eared bat, Plecotus townsendi1, 
"Even the simple presence of people ca..ses 
t hem to vacate thei r preferred nursery 
r oost , co move t o a new and perllap.s less 
desirable ~te. Many probably des£rt the 
cav~ altogethe-r." In many s outhern caves 
which sene as nc.rst=ry r oosts for huge 
colonies, summer visLtation appears t o 
increase perceptibly the number of acci
dents to young bats. When disturbed, IKily 
fall f rom their fai.rly precarious perches 
and are cons\.llled by a host of predatory 
invertebrates and vertebrates (D.O. 
Ci llette and J. D. Killbrouah). 8wlpbrey 
doe\DIBnt. aeven population decl1- that 
c l oaely followed ns1U by apel..-.ra. 
Myera ~ .a.a . ACO\oery of pop"!l•tlona 
of M. aodalla and !· ~rtFtn after ha 
~- ala _a,_r. 

.... 1'. '" ........ . 

alnenla ao u.t tt.y .ay M ••iait •• t9 
the t~ • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dld you know that -~ .... ,. * 
!l~hena , '!£"ded a fal~!L II!£UIIg 
lndlcator o il r ..,ffiitlon. 'l'lleN ae 
.,re than....!.OOO cllffenet kl.... e6 
uet.M ~ ln ...rica R& - .Ul srov in cltl.u or ..., plece ...._. ,_ 
con~te the air. 

the .,.t co--- uc-... ue of - • 
two types, one cnatllk.e, tbe .t:ller ..-l
Uke. 'lbe C'I'Uat f._ n.-.te fna ?• 
of l•vee C41Mntad to roclul• .- _. 
lobed and ruffled; .- 1lu l•cwe 
leaves 1 and ~· Ln color fn.a pay
green to red-p-een. Sc.a an n.ac. 
a.ooth, end darlt•araen aboft aad ~. 
black ben•th. One spacia • Qedaelle • 
grow on old ·~ aad I"OCtl• J.osa ... 
sends up little - sray atalb ~ .._. 
tips. 

On your next outlua. look for 11~ 
and see if you ean deta.lne tbd.r atace 
of health. Look alona ~,. ... ._ 
how far back ln~o the ..,a. )'au-t ., 
before loeatlna healthy coloate. Of 
lichen a . If you happen to ba b the ... t 
Vlrainia R1.ahlands, look at the roclul ..a 
cl1ffa and see how the Ucheaa an fan.. 
If the at.oaphere b not S1d.table 1M 
lie~. ~t ls not: S11lt:able for k-thl•· 
Saaethina auat pve. 

lyCII ..... I.MIIIr 
A. few atate ad federal ,..,_ 

alerted to the DQbl- bf apeleol..-._ 
and bioloataca, t.v. ptad .a.a -=-ee ... 
lwve reatric~ acceaa to odaera, per-
•ittina only approved 1..-.Upton to · 
enter the eavM. &ec:eDtlJ --~. C. 
vuu-, a. Jrt__., a1111 ot:Mr .-.... 
veat c:aYen npoi'ted that -r pvwea-
~tal apac:J.ea ln c• V.t1 1lllen 8IICb ~ 
the lead (1ft f.D Art__.) u l.D the ... ltc: 
~J.a, aftt faced wU:JI ao ~ •edlld..ta• 
tnUva probt.e of a far lllt&ller ~ey 
tlwn cave ~UOit' diat obtala1• 
U.ir cooperattoa "hu ctlua far pn ... CO 
be fruatnu ... c:oatftldlctqry, ,.rpl~, 
aad .,.tly lllpoeaible." l'llat ..,.. ~ 
af.ncere efforta an ...S. to ...,cect W 
populatioaa, 111-coneldend acta ...,. 
proved to be di. ... t~ u lrOidc 
Several wall-1~ but canP,.rt ·~ 
operatioaa by federal aaeacl• I*••~ 
free accua lily the beta aad naUJ.ted la 
drutic ~'rroiir --orwintartna popula
tions before tha altuatioaa wn 41•
covered aad correeted. 

CaDc:arn abouc tba aurvtval. of --. 
aped• of bats bu beca.a t~DrlAt__. 

PollOid. .. d1e diaaaaioaa of 60 ._t • 
perU frc. 20 cauntriea s.-dlately ._ 
fore the 2nd . lnt.e'l"Mtioaal aat .... reb 
ConfereDC:e ln A.aterct.a ln 1968, •· E. 
Stebbinga a.-rtzed the -in .._. ua 
tbe decline of bat popul.atioaa aa loaa ef 
habitat tbroulh urbaniaation and defonat
a t:ion, loss of rooat alt.. thTou&b de
struction of old bulldt.n&a and appro
prt.a~ion of cava by -broaa P'lJIMR• 
haralful effects of cbem.cala (both lnseetj· 
icide-s and fuaiptioa), vendall•. ella-a 
turbanee durin& bancK.:l, ldll~ for 
"acientJ.fic" atudlea, the deve a; at: 
of an international traffic in bats. 

Eff orts are currently belftl _. bJ 
bat bloloalsta to enllat the coopemUaca 
of organLzed spelur*en tbr~ vol1111CarJ 
action besed on edu:aU.on and ~tlae 
policies adopted by the JISS, l..tt .. to 
drastic reduction of tripa to bet cawa 
during c:ritlc&l life history partada. 

With tbe devel~ of -~ ~ 
for ..,.,. public ana, ~la for td.l· 
deroeas atac:.1 _1acluditta the coac• of 
uade1:uound wilCiernau. _. the dNta--
~-- of ~1 •tadJ .... 
in cooperatl.oa wlda ...... ~. ,..-t ; 
bee. ., DK p ella ...r.e .t 111e 1 n•• •r pl ..... 

llote: ... ._uff'Lm.l'llr 
-. .. &~~nr .. V. Ya. • 
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