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— Overlook

by Bob Burrell

This month we are making observations
from the gealleries of the U.5. House of
Representatives. We are taking a claose look
at how West Virginia's elected representa-
tives vote on environmental issues in 1973.
It wes a big year, the worst for conserva-
tionists. The politicos had a field day
blaming the energy shortages on environ-
mentalists but interestingly enough, a Gal-
lup poll teken revealed that onlya piddling
2% of the public agreed with them. Most
pecple blamed the oil companies or the gov-
ernment.

There is a group in Washington called the
League of Conservation Voters who make it
their business to keep tabs on all Congress-
men regarding how they vote(indeed, if they
even vote) on environmental issues. They
compile 8ll of this information in tabular
formand distribute it to interested parties.
What follows has been extracted from their
report. It is of interest that the League
was most instrumental in unseating Colorado's
entrenched,selfish, anti-envirommentalistic
layne Aspinall, then one of the most power-
ful men in Congress and aone aof the greatest
obstacles to democracy ever elected to pub-
lic office. What this means is that the
League is an organization to be reckoned
with.

The League selected 19 of the most im-
portant House votes for their baromenter
However, they advise that the records of
these votes do not reflect a Congressman's
total position; it is merely a tip of the
iceberg which may be deceiving. His behav-
ior in committee may be much more importent
than how he votes on the floor.

Among the 19 important conservation
measures used to assess each Representative
were:Atomic Energy Authorization bill which
would allow states to set stronger regula-
tions for control of radioactive wastes and
emissions,the Agriculture and Consumer Pro-
tectionAct dealing with pesticide controls,
Alaska Pipeline Bill,Urban Mass Transporta-
tion bill amendment trying to delete funds
necessary for certain important controls,
National Emergency Energy Act which tried
to suspend certaineir pollutionregulations,
Indoor Energy Conservation Act which would
have set better standards for building con-
struction which would save on energy con-
sumption, and a bill to create an Energy
Research and Development Administration,what
sounded like a good idea, but on paper ap-
peared to favor energy purveyors more than
safety and environmentally minded groups
The Leesgue purposely chose bills that had to
do with energyso as to test Congress' claim
that the energy shortage was due to the en-
vironmentalists.

The League set a "correct vote"™ for each
of these issues on the basis of advice from
leading conservationists throughout the
country. In other words, a "correct vote"
was one equated to be in favor of a well
thought-out environmental position.For each
Congressman, the percentage of "correct
votes" (ignoring absences) was calculated
from which was subtracted 2 points for every
absence.Many important votes have been lost
because members did nat bother to show up for
a vote. Unavoidable absences caused by ill-
nesses and other important reasons were not
counted or penalized. Here is how our team
fared for the last three years:

1973 1972 1971

Molliohan L7 0 33
Staggers 61 36 16
Slack 26 15 11
Hechler 89 100 93

In summary, draw your cwn conclusions.

While we are overlookingour legislators,
let's take a gander at the funny geese that
make up our state legislature. This wes a-
nother do-nothing year for our state legis-

lature, particularly in the envirommental
field. For our out of state readers, the
following will give you some idea of the
gravity of bills that get passed by our
lawmakers. One of the few bills of any kind
that passed was one thanging the motto on
our autc license tegs from "The Mountain
State" to "Almost Heaven." We should all be
thankful that the Governor used his veto
power on that one.

One of the measures befnre the legisla-
ture that the Conservancy had great interest
in was an amendment to the Natural Streams
PreservationAct. This in fact was the topic
of our evening program last Dctober at the
Highlands Weekend Review. One of the bill's
sponsors was present as well as the attorney
who drafted the language. Early in the year,
The Voice carried information concerning the

bill and urged speedy hearings on it. Some

of us were privileged to have a hand in
the drafting of the bill. Errors were re-
moved that might work against the bill's
success, many volunteers alerted groups all
gver the state to respond, and in general
great citizen input went inta the bill ,
particularly from people living in Green-
brier County. County Courts and other of-
ficial agencies went to a great deal of ef-
fort seding in statements about their wishes

to protect individual streams. Public in-
terest groups across the state responded
similarly. With a backing like that, the
bill's passage seemed imminent.

First, the powerful, business oriented
Senator Carl Gainer, chairman of the Senate
Natural Resources Committee deleted tuo im-
portant streams from the bill he had agreed
to introduce,the upper Greenbrier River and
Kknapps Creek. Secondly, he allowed the bill
to be ruinted by those who loaded it with
other rivers, rivers well known to be of
great interest to private business (e.g. the
Blackwater) and if left in the bill, would
kill whatever chances this otherwise good
bill would have in passing.

In the House of Delegates, the bill's
sponsors  had to withdraw one important
stream, the South Branch of the Potomac, to
placate Delegate Tom Hawse,the House courit-
erpart to Sen. Gainer. Mr. Hawse is an
unalterable supporter of exploitationof the
South Branch River. He then wanted to
cripple the bill further by putting in a
killer clause which would limit what rivers
could be added in the future.Faced with the
unhappy prospect of a bill that did not even
resemble the original, the bill's sponsors
were forced to withdraw the entire measure.

Thus the democratic process was essential-
ly thuwarted byonly two very powerful men Such
a goverrment is called a plutocracy, but is
rather typical of how governing is done in
Appalachia. For some resson, it has been
an undemocratic tradition that the chairmen
of the House committee on natural resources
is slways awarded to someone in the eastern
panhandle. That person for \ - has been
Mr. Hawse, who is just Finishing his last
term in uffice. Both he his fellow
Grant Countien, Delegate Lng}n Ours have
consistently voted against '
wards protection of rivers. They ha
or acted against pntqqthu,df
Branch River time aftgrltlll, hey
fused to help eff st ap:
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To the Editor:

I was uncomfortable writing the article on
Timberline because I have no experience with
real estate and am besically opposed to
second home developments no matter how well
they are planned.l don't know how this kind
of development can be halted short of public
acquisitionof the land or st least of scenic
easements. I am under the impression that
growth is considered inevitable if not de-
sirable in most of the land use planning
legislation under consideration throughout
the country. There is agreement only that
envirommental damage accompanying develop-
ment wmust be contained.

I have no way of knowing for sure if
Downs' intentions are whet he says they are,
or if so, that it will be possible to main-
tain Timberline indefinitely as it is now
planned. in the brief time I had for writ-
ing and submitted the article I tried to
find someone qualified to look for flaws in
the proposal,without success. 1 decided to
send it in anyway thinking that just putting
the plan in print should be of some value
If the development turns out differently than

promised, opponents of other developments

could use the article. And if the land is
being sold, isn*t it better that it ends up
in the hands of readers of the VOICE, who
presumably are more concerned about the
enviromnmental gquality of the Highlands than
the general public?

Basically I am against vacation homes be-
cause buildings and roads are scattered
throughout. rural or uniphabited lands,
making them more like the urban regions from
which most of us seek temporary relief. Land

I'h Reader’s Voice

President’s Coments

that was once used for the general public
good--agriculture, forestry, and/or open
space for recreation--is now set aside for
the exclusive and narrow use of a few. Even
if we could afford it,making lote eand second
homes available to every femily that wants
one isn't the answer.l doubt if there would
be enough to go sround, and still retain e-
nough for growing food end fiber.

I don't agree that Timberline isn't as
good as advertised because & clause in the
deeds makes it possible that the 1,800 or
2,600 acres encompassed by the development
will not be reserved for the exclusive use
of the purchasersof lots end their friends.
Perhaps Barnett fears that & public bathing
beach or some other mass recreation facility
will be built. UWe'll have to wait and see
about that. I doubt if Timberline as now
planned could be a significant tourist at-
traction. I hope that I, who will never buy
8 lot there,might still be permitted to ski,
ride horseback, or even hike across Timber-
line. Before Allegheny Properties acquired
the Harmon tract, we could do all these
things and even hunt there.

Farmers and other permanent rural resi-
dents generallydon't object to people hunt-
ing, hiking, or riding horses across their
properties as long as they behave themselves.
When land is subdivided and sold to urban-
ites, the NO TRESPASSING--NO HUNTING signs
go up.The segments of the Appalachian Trail
that crose private lands are in deep trouble
because it has been sold for second hame
sites and is being closed to the publiec.

Please don't get me wrong. I hape ather
people take a good hard look at Timberline
and other developments, ask embarassing
questions, and pass their conclusions on to
other Highlands Conservancy members.

Helen MgGinnie
Pittsburgh, PA

The Voice

I hape you share that same optimism.

To my successor | have already sent my com-

dolenses. His task will be time-consuming and ted-
jous for the most part. [ only hope be derives
as much satisfaction from it as | have. And | know
the members of the West Virginia Highlands Con-
servancy will support him as they have me.

Thank you for letting me share my life with

by David Elkinton

yours.

By now you may have heard that | have resigned as | would have liked.

as president of the West Virginia Highlands Con- But these regrets do not overshadow my very

servancy effective August 15, 1974. This was a real satisfaction in having been a part of the Con-

hard decision because 1 had a number of projects servancy’s accomplishments in the past two years

and expectations |1 wanied to see through in the Like most of the Conservancy's work, a few in

next few months. But 1 really bad no choice dividuals have carried out specific tasks, in most 0‘:"|.""lr"‘||.

Linda and | have been givea the unusual opportun- cases withowt requiring much direction from others

ity to spead the fall semester in Wales and London in leadership. To mention but a few of these as

studying. We have both wanted to travel overseas examples: The Highlands Voice under Ron Hard-

for years, but uniil now that was oanly a dream way's editorship has become the best source of "o.".‘ .

For my part, 1 will be speanding some time look- environmental news in the state, and is well-read '

ing at how comservation and envirommental concerns and appreciated. Our several issue-oriented com-

get expressed and the role of citizen participation mitiees continue 1o keep vigilant on their respective

in envirommental policy making. You can see a arenas, Shavers Fork seems to be surviving Smow- b s '.

stamp of Comservancy-related experience on that 1 shoe, the Monongahela National Forest has had to re- ' . o. .‘

am sure. think the Highland Scenic Highway and Eagle Lake,

the DNR bas been confronted on Bear Town, the Fed-

Since this will be my last column as presideat. eral Power Commission is re-examining the Davis

I reflect upon this experience. When | was elected ing wnited opposition on Corridor H, all these ac- At an awards banguet in June est Virginia

in Jaswary 1973. 1 said | believed strongly in the complishments have been the result of hard work Highlands Conservancy was homored with the 1974
and my perscmal limitations, my overall faith in our preservation of Dolly Sods, Otter Creek, Cranberry m***ﬂ:ﬂ
envircamestal commiitment remains strong. The and Lawrel Fork. I we dom't fall victim o the o comservation ia West Virginia Conper-
West Virginia Highlands Conservascy is justly ad- log-jam cassed by impeschment in the House of mhh““hm_-
mired snd respected by sumercus individuls and Representatives, we are hopeful that the Easters inter's resapiiee o
orgasizations. 1 has provided me with an op- Wilderness Bill will be passed before the emd of President David Elkintos sccepied award ea
portumity fo give of mysell and to kmow myoell the year. behalf of the Comservascy. Presenied to Elkinten
i= 2 ‘mew role. For e mest part the work has was 3 print entitied “Owis” by noted wildiife artist
been ouciling and educstional. My regrets isclude We are a vital, energetic, and important growp of Doa Allen. Also represesting the Comservasey st
my to get the job secomplished as | would citizens. Prom the foregoiag list of highlights, h#mn*h“ﬂq
have 1 sever got to e bottem of the pile of we can poe Bhatl we can achiove resaits. Of course Bob Burrell.

corTe @mt was ever-presest on my dask. our chaliengss are stagpering bui yet we csmtiase Previoes swards from Momtainser have gome W
1 seommed tee busy ia the duily tesks o take ads- ® d what wo esn. | hepo we continme o thrive, Comgrossmaa Kes Hecklor sad euviroameonta) eles - *
omie Ge W piss, reflect, and be as crestive snd | Bave overy resswm o bollove @t we will. wist Robert Loo Smith. q
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BOOK REVIEW:
Mother Of Orphans “Planet Steward”’
aul Frank
by Nick Zvegintsov b
How many pecple havn told you *‘You've got to read
this book!"-- and, of course, it tarms you off im-
mediately?
Read this book.
Here, courteyy ¢ “Environmental Action” (May Nevertheless mot everything is going well for AEP.
11, 1974) are soave mn= 4= ils on American Elec- Tis stock has been dropping. And so far this year It's “Planet Steward,” the journal of the wildiife
tric Power’s massive advertising campaign, whose two slectrie wiilities, Consolidated Edison and Vir- sanctuary in the Arizons mountains, and for most
double theme is: ginia Electric Power (VEPCO) have had their credit members of the Conservancy, it's just what we pee’
“Lot us mine .ederal coal in the West; Relax rating lowered on the New York bond market, mak-
clean air standards. ™ ing it impossible for them to borrow new capital In 1960, poet-editor -ecolagist Stephen Levine was |
offered position carstaker =
The od campaign will cost 2.7 million dollars --—::h-n-:m ;:‘:
:ﬁm'*t;?.'ﬂlﬂ“ll:- panding consumption on the rock of finite resources
, Time, Newswesk, U. 5. News and World Re- may be more clearly sees from the board room of it's Duried - :
port, Business Week, and allALL) daily and weekly AEP an they would liks you 10 see from your gy o 3 g oo 5 ..".."'..".."....""‘ 4
sewspapers in AEF's seves - siste operaiing ares. living room. Asd AEP's advertising splurge may lachian fows), the speech of Planet Steoward is of |
The total sadience of these ocutlets is roughly *'one- be like the prodical partying of the speadiirigt the same fibre tat draws archolype - - sosking Mow- 3
Malf of e poopie in the U. 8. ~ accarding 1o AEP who mows hat temorrow be will declare bamk- tain Staters back to e land, back to Melr hov '
chairman Deseld Cost. replcy Dus out Jumw 15 frem Unity Press, PO ;
Sesta Cres. a egesl. ¥
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Page 8

Staggers Polls
On Wilderness

Second District Congressman Harley 0.
Staggers has released the results af his
wilderness guestionneire sent toc conatituenta
in the highland counties early in May. Re-
spondents overwhelmingly indicated that they
favored immediste wilderness designation for
Otter Creek, Dolly Sods, the Cranberry Back
Country and Laurel fFork.

The questionnaire was sent by Congressman
Staggers to voters in Webester, Randolph,
Tucker, Grant, Pocahontas and Pendleton
counties where the proposed wilderness arees
are located. Voters were asked to indicate
their preference for wilderness designation,
study area clessification or continuing the
current status of the four arees. The
caunty-by-county breskdown looks like this:
1 Do you think the spproximately 10,315
acres in Tucker,Pendleton and Grant counties
known as Dolly Sods should be designated ss
a wilderness area?

OVERALL 75% voted yes, 25% said
Webster 97% voted yes, 3% said
Randolph  85% voted yes, 15% said
Tucker 69% voted yes, 31% said

72% vated yes, 28% said
74% voted yes, 26% said
40% voted yes, 60% said

3383833

B~ |
x

the approximately 598 acres
t County known as Laurel Fork and
ea in Highland County,Virginias
ignated as a wilderness area?
73% voted yes, Z7% said no

96 i

81 " 19

70 » 30

74 . 26
Pocshontas 69 » 31
Pendleton 34 - 66

3. Which course of action do you fevor for
the spproximately 36,000 acres in Pocahontas
and Webster counties known as Cranberry
Back country?

OUERALL %

DVERALL 58% HildernessArea?hlStud:ﬂrea
Webster 91 » L
Randolph 62 . 16 .
Tucker 51 " 20 >
Grant 52 » 17 b
Pocahontas 56 . L "
Pendletan 28 . 1% »
QVERALL 28% Continue Current Status
Yebster 5 ”

Randolph 22

Tucker 29

Grant 31

Pocahontas 4O
Pendleton 58

L. Which course of action to you favor for
the aspproximately 20,000 acres in Randolph
and Tucker counties known as Otter Creek?

OVERALL £7% Wilderness Area 7%5tud¥nrea

Webster 93 R [

Randolph 75 " ' b
Tucker 58 - 14 "
Grant 56 " 1 »
Pocahontas 57 " 7 "
Pendleton 28 " 12 "

OVERALL 26% Continue Current Status

Webster - .
Randolph 1@ -
Tucker 28 ~
Grant 33 »
Pocahontas 36 =y

L]

Pendleton &0

Congressman Staggers has announced that
he will make avsilable the results of his
guestionnaire to the House Interior Com-
mittee. The Interior Committee is presently
considering a2 companion bill, HR 13455, to
the Senste-passed Eastern Wilderness Act
(5. 3433).

When informed of the results of Congress-
man Staggers' poll, the U.S. Forest Service
and the Interior Department noted that the
survey is the FPirst time & r of Con-
gress has obtained the views of residents
who live closest to proposed wilderness
Breas.

The following is
cations received by the Department
sources during the last momth. Check the list Lewis
carefully. If there is an application in your comnty SMA 1214
or in an area you know well, get out your topo ~ County,
maps, find out what streams these strips would SMA 1215
cross, what dralnage system the streams belong Comnty,
to, and protest the hell out of the application on SMA 1218
the basis of stream siltation. If you happen to know Cousty,
that the company invoived has a lousy mining or SMA 117
reclamation record, or is of the fiy-by-night var- Comnty,

APPLICATIONS RECEIVED JULY 22, 1974
SMA 1212 - A & B Coal Co. , 30 acres, Preston County, Cabin Creek District.

Tourism State’s Biggest In

by Edward Peeks (Carleston Gasette)

Travel sales dollars have a greater impact on West total
Virginia’s economy than dollars from coal mining 3680
or chemicals. This conclusion is drawn in a study of
by Dr. James M. Rovelstad of the Bureas of Business
Research at West Virginia University under a re- out
search grant from the State Department of Commerce. port
Only 17.2 per cent of travel industry receipts ground
leave the state to buy supplies and services, or to ratio
provide profits to out-of-state owners, Rovelstad per
points out. This is in striking contrast to the 33.8 culture.
per cent of coal mining receipts, and the 37.2 per
cent of chemical industry receipts which go out of Most
state.
The travel and tourist industry is big business lers,
in the Mountain State. Latest complete figures Central |
show that in 1972 this business gemerated about shows
$540 million in direct sales revenwes, of which located ar
$408 million came from travelers staying away from - jously affected by
bome one or more mights. The sum brought the stad.
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a road map.

Beyond helping hikers
highlands, the bookiet will
purposes. First, it will :
from the roads into the w v
have time to see for themselves
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