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Hills Cr11k· Area Tllreate1ed lly Rec:reatlo1al Da• 

lty Pete Hauer 
On ,......, ltthr 1974. the us ro~••t 

a-wl• ftl_... U 1 Dnft Envl~OtWMntal 

.._.C •-••• oa the propoeed Eaal• lAiw 
_. •••ltec .. ~Uonel develo,..nu on 
&llaSJ.Jt-:~ true c:-ey. · .,._. t Clda ._ on one of Poc.hon-
cea wlJAieet and IIOSt •&niflcant 
MCWal .,._. la abocktna. n- effeeta of 
tide 47 acn lalrie wUl ct.-a• the ancient 
Pn•-• tiaU by coverlna ova~ 1000 feet 
of - .nat•l route. This la dw aecond 
u. dlac renee lervlce apethywould tenore 
~ -tlllw aecUon ol ~ o f the ancle.nt 
r.oc-tnrta of the East. The Siern Club 
.... , Q...a.rl', esplaiftl ec.e o f the lnltia l 
._.. to tile trall , -..re •• • •• there is • 
561 ecn cl•rcut juat ~·er the hill at a llace eaU .. llwater'• Jun. Too Nd a bout 

lal''a a... Ia cutti .. down all the tre.e.a, 
~ alao oblUented .-n of the Poc.honta.s 
Tlall, • ...._c-to-.,o.tneu lndJ.an Trail 
tiiM pt 1 ce ec.art about the tt..e eo 1\.Dbua 
- lllilnel ... ___. for A8ertca. The Fore.at 
Sel¥lce .. ,. lt'a ao~ about: tlwt." 

Davis Power Proiect 
Hearings leein 

by Dave tlklnton 

-..n .. oa tile ~- O.vla ~r Pro­
jeCC l• 1'\ldrer ~~ a..a.a ln Panons, dw 
~ ... ,, Mai'Cil a, lt74 before an ad­._.cnCl,. law Judlle of the Federel P011er 
c..&aaloa. Moet C.tl8oftJ was f~ local 

The lau wil l a lso ~ge the nationally 
famous Fa lhof HlLls Creek, Wt"5t Virginia's 
hlchest aurface fall s , ca using them to run 
red ~th silt for up t o two yeara during 
cons truction, and perh.llps soruewh.llt a fter­.-rda. Once the cWrl h built, 1 t "'111 be 

t t ven preference over the famed falls during 
C~W .. ter . Too bed a bovt etwt:, toot The. 

Spring Board Meeting 
The Spring Board ~eetin o f th lticH Vir­

&lnia HlJhlands Conservancy WI 11 IH!l • 
Sunday , Apri l 28 at the S·iers ' Lounte of 
canaan Vall ey'State Park at 1:00 F~ . Canaan 
Valley State Par~ 11 thr lie~ south o 
Devis , Tucker County, on ltoute :'JZ . 

There are nurly rwenty Item!> tor dta.c-us~ 
a1on on the •&~, chief n~ the= belr-
the DAvis Paver Project ~tch fs propo~ed 
for canaan Valley. !'Ieben and director~ 
who are W\[&mlllar lo7f.th C.'lna•n Valley w!B 
have the opport:unl t y to explo r,. C.naan ~ 
their leisure during the wecyend. 

the dini ng r oom at the Canaan Valle, sk~ 
Area will be open on the 28tn. 

The board meeting is open t the 
ae.berahip of the Conservan,y. 

realdente who favor ed the project. They 
polnt.S out the need fo r lncrused taxu to 
aupport the achools and aenera l count y r;e.rv­
lcea. Very litt le atten~on wes expresr;ed 
about the envlro..-nta l effects of the pro­
j ect, and the f- consel'"'la ttonists who op­
posed the pro ject were booed and subjected 
to unfriendly ree.ru. At one point, the 

........... hit. 

l1ck Ferk of Elk Tllre1111111 lgal• 
of aack Fork at the U• of the llg Run op­
ft'aUon concluded Chat no atrtpplfl8 should 
be ell--s Oft ~he .. ck Fo rk -tershed. The 
report .. s ltft01'ecl by the DR hi.enrchv, arid 
.evanl peralta wn r outine ly appTo'-ed. 

nw lurford c~ny Whic h ... applied f o"r" 
t._ ~t on .._.tt Fork la nspont>lble for Hal-• Elk Mountain near ttontervll le, and 
ClMrlr vhtble f~OIIloute 1 ~ four •tlu west 
of 'fal ey .....a. lurford hAs been .uckiq 
·~ tbe Elk liver headwaters for a bout: c-.. ,..n • but the Hwett Fork app ltca­
U• U 1ta f1nt trea,..a onco t.~ lack 
r.n wcanhed. ... a-c~ reck .,.uuuoa thnatana to 
M ... -nt ,.c for eM al lt-p~ leek 

. ..... -...... 

falls an sl&n1 Hcant enoU&h ~o !w"~:e a full 
page color photo of them in tt.e new National 
Ceofraphic book on ~ertcan Wfldernesa. Ho 
tel in& what a ll that •l l t will do t o the 
nur~ldernes• gorse of Hilla Creek for 
the mila o r ewo belo"' the fellJ ••• atrange 
how Pocahonta a Counties populartroutatream 
will be aa e r i!tced to build an a rtlfict•l 
t r out l ake. Jut then, what• a couple of 
miles of native brook trout habitat! l an't 
it a bout ti.. that a cenaua of remaining 
nati 'lia b r ook trout in the Hl~hlands be .. de! 
Rilla Cr•ek ia one of the laat r;uch placet. 

Ttw site of the d.a: ituU wi.tl el1131nate 
ove r SO a c na of "'tldUh habl t at and forest, 
a buutlful char-wur atretch of rrcandertt\a • 
rea -lined a trUlll, overnu. wtth l arfe ~er­

areent end antflctnt in ita ovn rant. A 
per fect apot to en joy an ancient India n 
rra ll. 

lut p~£SS is our st l~portant pro-
duc t , ao 2 Is llllono! o-.Jr tax dolla ra wi ll 
t urn a ll th11 into • beaut t ful 11\a llow lake, 
for flthina a nd tWi~in • funnv how thev 
want to da\elop a cold water l ake a1 t r out 
habitat, and t hen cel l lt a 6W1~1~& lake 
tOO, $~~ like one O{ thoaa USel mia ht 
j~t not c~ple=ent the o t ~ar. You'd think 
that they never learned • thln& from Summlt 
Lake, just • few miles awa y. That used to 
be a native br ook troul atrea~ too. Now the 
hatchfr y truck har; co 1!18kt regular nma dur­
Ing t he height of the ••••on to pump ftsh 
in faater than they can be pulled back out 

*...._.hl,..&eP ... t 

House Holds Wilderness 
Hearings April 2 

bv Oa F:lklnton 

I adn s on th• t.uern Wild rrw1s Anlal 
A~l. H.R. !34~5 and r lated blll ' wcr h~ld 
Apr.l 2, 1974 ln washln t on . RPprcnnta­
tl 'e' oi d,. Hl~hlanda Con~ rv3.,cy, J're5ld nt 
Dav& d tlklnton, and Wlld~rn "' Chalr~r•on, 
Helen HcClnnts ppeared and o ffered testt n.­
co ~e incl uded ~n the record. Fo rtv-four 
peno>nto were alated lo lpf!alc, but only about 
hal( ~ re ~ard dut to the • eral r~ce5ae• 
for fl~ r o t ea by the ~ra or the ~ub­
c~tttee . 

The hearlna be&an wlth support of thi5 
legUiatlon \'Olcedby three ConiJretoamen, tn­
clud1nf Wes t VLratnia 'a K~n Hechler Who 
st r oQA y fa vored the four proposed areas in 
wea t VJrainla . Theae are Dol ly Soda , Otter 
Creek , Cranberry , and Laurel Fo r k, a tl lo­
cated ln the Monongahela National Fore a t, 
Conaren,..n Harley O. Stauen we• not pres­
ent, alt ho\Jih he ..... rre~oo loualy lnuodueed 
a bill eallln& for w{ d•rfteaa p~aerJatlon 
of ~he•• areaa, H.l. SOI4. • ·- _ ...... 
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E1ergr Crisis Is A 111 Htt~tllclle 
by Gus A. Douglass Guest Editorial 

W . Vo. Commissioner of Agriculture 

There is no easy way out . 
People aU over the world have had to 

react to a sudden change in the price and 
availability of energy and i t has been one 
big headache . 

As of now (Febt:Uarv 6) no one knows or 
is even wi lling to p~edict the future . 
Rac:ion! ng has been lifted in Holland, Sweden 
and several other countries which had im­
~ such a system, but long lines of panic 
stricken Ci tizens at the pumps and t he in­
dependent truckers strike combine to dazapen 
any enthusiasm that might be generated in 
this part of the wor ld . Three things now 
seem ce rtai n: (1) i t is possible to e~­

haust conventlona~ energy sources, (2) en­
e r gy eons~tion is doubling every 10 years 
and ( 3) the shortage of natural resources 
may be the prime factor in Umiting the 
world's population and future industrial 
societies. Thus , the following fa cts se­
lected from our files may be of Interest a s 
you a ttempt t o predict t he future . 

One-half of all t-lle petroleum used up 
to 1969 (worldwide) was utilized in the 10 
years from 1959 t o 1969 . 

There are disputes about r eserves , but 
unl ess the doubling time of 10 years l s re­
duced, even an 8-fold increase in r esources 
would l ast only 30 more years. 

Overlook 

Thls r,onth we are overlooking a aki slope 
frOflJ htsh on our perch goina up the nountaln 
on a akJ lift. No, we are not RoJn& to of­
fer another harangue about Snowshoe. After 
a ll we ha~• recentlv been as~ured in tnese 
poa'u by an apolofht for the D\'R that Snow­•ho• wi ll one o the greatest thtn&• that 
ner nappe11ed to 1ocahontas ' Countv , tNt we 
N\i nothing t.o tear, and th.tt w., h.tve bc•n 
boorbh ln crltld&tn h. Falr e h-
this colvtn wt n not t.lon '-"ho apln . 
Thta th. 

lnst a d, thh vUl d I wlth 
r l of't 'Ill ~h a at 1141' narn , 
tn Utah's •s.at.eh unt.aln~. _,4 t.t r vi 

r accurately, • ~~ ·~-~. 
ll&d on an article appea1"in· in 

197t. fuu. of AUD\.JI(N and writ(en 
- J ac r, K r"! hato d n tn:e:-cst-
t job ol on• ·• tope reportl aboUt tnu 
eu tl U Uon dol at t.ourht cca. Appar-
ntlr ~~ ta a · lo\iely plae 11 • o! • j 

tra t a he\i ~en carved out of the foreat 
S l!rvtce'a ho1d1n a; condcclnl ha"· en 
n Hled ln the tatn alde, ncrvr ds have 

n built to haul tbG hOI"'d • of wed.tmd 
akler~ in to Go heir tht • 

n t n:l Is •run by fonM!r aU r Ted John· 
aon an : l ~· ~• llonalre, Dlck la1s, o 
h noud ror bui ldt na &ueh hu at d!t• 
r .... nl plac I tn t~e VCit. Snowbird cater• 
to • ~lthy outdoon .. n, on. lho _,..rs at 
•• ,, 1)00 rth or aaar before even tnln~ ­
,,. o f auaulu"f the • opou. The cheapotu 
•l le a 1 for l~ a nt ht VhiJ• to! 
the rooat are rea lly •~ltea and rent for 
s• • .,l~hf. or about the ..,.ekly tak.a·baiM 
pey of f aT too IUn) ·west Vli'Jlnlan• . 1'M 
condoal nhnl that M \ t nrc:el..,.d to INCh a c­
d elll ao anyw~n f ra. 12.,000 to 190,000. 
The co•t ta -.de up by •~b·leatt"- t~ t o 

r •~lara and l~r toUfll t t, t~ bel· 
• lNa vruun off "' ' • ta• lou. 
~ d«!..,..lo~n t»"e 

pr.,..nH • I leal 
\OaliiiTl 0 t 

rth11 
l 

In the United S t .ates, we a pparently have 
the follovin& resources: 

Natural G.s •. ..••.. •••••.•. •••. • 11 years 
Petrole.- • ••• ...• .• .• 12 year·s , includJ.ng 

Alaskla n North Slope 
Uranl\D ••••• • •• ••••• •. . ••••.••• • 20 yea rs 
Co& 1 •• ••• , ••• ••.•••.. • . •••• •• • • 700 years 

•011 Sha le •• • 1 technology not yet c ertain 
In the world, the followi n& reserves an 

tboucht to be present: 

~atural gas & petrolew • •..•• 6L.- 70 years 
UraniUIII ••..•..••........•.••. • .. qo years 
Coa 1 s ••••••••• • ••• ••• ••. ••• • • • • 300 years 
It takes at least 7 year s to find, develop 

and market ma jor new oil and gas discover­
ies . 

The oceans probably can not absorb addi­
tional pollutants without reducing food 
supplies; so hasty unx:egulated drilling and 
shippi ng may react ad\erselv . 

The greatest natural gas re!>el"'es, near­
ly one-thi r d of the total , are in Slbe r i a. 
Nearly one- ha lfofthe world's oil is located 
under the Arabian Peninsula. 

Coa 1 fu-cnishes 88'7. of this na tlon' s ener­
gy . 

Our we.st.ern oll sbates concaln as much . 
oil as we originally had in per:roleUD . They 

dug sewer lines, the gro,es of trees that 
ha\ e been spared, the buried power lines, 
etc. FACT: the coliform counts (fecal 
bac t e r ia) of the nearby river!> ha\e r isen 
14~ since development began and l r is pre­
dicted chat at the present rate, the water 
will be unU&able for public consuaption by 
1980. 'fhe artlcle dld not mention what: will 
happt>n to the trout well before that not too 
dhunt date . 

t~ S lrd d~velopc•• are 
a lo11 and f•el that th only 

ke a profit is to bufld core 
akt 5hop5, r ~ondomi.n l\r. • 

peo• 
but 
or 

Ttl. d v•loper went co !!.pand into a• 
notMT nearbv c anyon. Ofle twl proposed by 
loc•l cons t:Vo*tS.on grour- ... part or • -
wl ldernua a )-'S t • When as oed WhY thev ar 
opposed towtld4rneu protection, the C:evel· 
ope~• aru~r tMt •"! ln& tendl to coft("~tn· 
.t r•u recrut!Ot'\ht• tn a suller •s-c• and 
besides, Vbat th11 he 11 , that c a nyon ,£-n' t 
really a v11~rne11 a nywav, what vlth the 
aru beln& al~ heavilY durt nc en.. nine• 
te th centur~ &nd al !. Cheera fros t.,. 
local c hapt•r or the u.s. f oreat •rv1~• · 

~r. Ho pe a t'tfully p4.a'~Cturu uch lnflateo 
t.lloon ral ed. He polnts out that l f ~ 
c reate akl r••orta , ~~ ~raat• akJer.; ll 
YOU build SftOI'>IIObll• trdlt, YOU CI'Nte 
·~bllen; but 1f yaue~tabll•hvtlderneu 
prCi tectlon, 10'' c rMte wllde..-n.u~a o..,.n. 
...,_.. ""lch of ttwu• ,.ople do leu tw.,. cv c:he 
ccwncry•t•t 

could yield 25-40 gallons o f synthetic oil 
pe r t on of shale , although the availablllty 
o f water tMy be a Um!ting factor 111' thelr 
de, elopnent. 

Trucks, a s c ogpered vith railroads are 
inefficient when <:0111p4red on the bas t s of 
energy used per ten au les and airplane~& are 
vastly l e ss inefficient than are t~ks . 

Unless large new reserves are located 
thi1 C:OW'Itry .. y have to develop ~ero pe~ 
capita power growch to go a long with our 
present zero population growth . 

There are, of course, thousands of ways 
t o save. About 40'%. of the petrol~ lB U.ed 
a~ gasoline ; ao some of these would in:lude 
cars of less than a ton in weight, no power 
o r aut011atlc equi,-ent, no air condi Cloning 
slower speed Hllits, and a sreater use of 
steel belted radial t i res. 

As to faratna, energy and equipment short­
ages are already cutting i nto conglomerate 
fanatna ope,rations. Consequently, 1110re and 
1110re s111all fanas. perhaps highly unmechanized 
farms, IIAY p i ay a role in our future . 

-This country thrives o~ c;lses and a 
st r ong lmpartlal leadenhlp .. y develop to 
pull us through once again. After all, 1~ 
waso' t too many years ago th.at .,. f•ced the 
great wha le oil crisis. 

By lob Burrel 

''Putting up one 1110re lodge isn' t going to 
ruin anything. This was a mining area . lt 
was ruined before we got here . And I say, 
i t' s gonNI hep~n soa:ewhere , so why not let 
i t. happen here where it's ruined alread~" 
The atan says look at land prices. One-thl rd 
of an a c re wenc for Sl ,SOO Hw yea rs qo 
and now the same property goes fo r S2S,OOO. 
The !ll&tl dldn ' t say what happRned to the 
people who were Mtl ve to the area. wtwt hep­
~ned to thei r way of l ife, their land, or 
their economi~ llvelt~. 

As a skler himself, Hope points out that 
the nd t o sklln& I uelf h l.._. de11tl oplleftt 
of t~chnl~ so why locate pl e&al dedicated 
t.o t lcpr~~ o f a ti\lett c: tedtal.- ln 
•:- a& o! ~nc: rable, buc deHcate acefttc 
•urroundl •J "FurtMI"• j uat wtwt c~trl-

tlon c.s downhi u s Hna rNll'Y •" t o 
pu UC' recre.adon1 A c pl cuoua • •fi'Kt o f 
tn.:- ~'"' .. .- ..!---::-~ ;:_ ..... :.!"":!.:~· , .. .... 
and l •r&e. uonoaiullv well o ff and TWve 
• C:cesa roan abundance o( othel' recrNtlONal 
~ppart~ttiet, Skt ~••orta are al-,&y t oo 
·~ fo:" t -t.tK:~ f 111 '• WhM• ~­
reaclona l opport~lr.tes are a lr..ty sllt'\erely 
llal ted. ~•ther than OUildfn& .or • •kt re· 
s o rts, a acre judlclou. uae of land would 
be t o encour•&• l eu expenatw lonn o f ~­
door ,.c reation- hU:fnc , crou-counrry akl-
1,.. • now.ttoei"' <aorry. 1 tald l Wl .. ft' t ao­tna t o Mntlon ft), vlnter ea.plft&. lbee• 
are • ho the forM of recr•tl~ that do the 
leeat ct.Mt• t o our tWtwal a\dllrOUftdt .... " 
~ wtnd• ~ t\ls article auperbl' wl~h. 

"Plna\ ly , t.,.r• h aothl"' ln a twet• out­
door pool, a hellcopcer cbaufferl• ••~' tee, 
a fancy bcNCl ... , or a '" roc. tMt •­
ccuraa" "'-illc,P or ,...,_, elU.r ~-N 
~ tWtu ... l emrl,.....nt or for GdrN h n. 
lather, • Wekat• plaee Ulle ,......rd Oftly 
ntnfo~c .. tM •U•f tt•c t1 ,_. ..... ~t 
U-• tope of CIW ....UI• wil l 1M 1_,..-d .,, 
to pro· lde ~ vt t" eMei'Uh .. tiC •11 

In this y .. r 1•74, It ll • fact , .. , t c 
b lll ... l to Ulle ... ., 1-. ...-&,.. &111 
an .,.vlr~r pi'OCecU.-. __... •• = It &• 
,.rrectl• l ... l &o edlaAil...... ~ 
a.. le J-. wUt. • t&l IIUU• Ml ..-n. 
1\ll c-. .... .... ... • •• --- .. ..,.. 
.. ,.. '" .... ... ... 6e •• 
c.-•t ........... . 



The Readers' VOice 
Editor , Hlahl.aada Voice 

Deer St r: 

The fac t Lhat theTe 11 10 NUCh beautiful 
laftd aad cc •1ttySlde ltU l le{Cln Wen Vtr­
atnla la ·~•lQI - ~hec la bec~e lf 
U..t Vl rainia'a Seftaton lyt'd and llandoloh 
.,." theelect dina factors, 1t cert~lnly wou\d 
be .... . 

How ... zlna it la t hat Weat Vlr&lnia has 
two ,._ton who r e present a state vf.th the. 
laat r .. e rvotr of lar se untr .... led natural 
beaucy and urwpoHed CO\a"'tryside. Because, 
S~tora lyrd and -.ndolph have consi stent­
ly ~oted fo~ every destructive project sup­
ported ~y contractor s , t ha Corps of Engi­
nee r s. bt& power coe~nles, a•• companies, 
a teel interes ts in Pennsylvania , a nd so 
fort~, that every out of atat e i nterest ha~ 
~•r supported or deal r ed . 

Sena~or Randol ph recently opposed all a­
.. nd.enta t o the Senate Aivers and Harbors 

• blll ( afavoTl t.e bt ll of the Corps of £nci­
nee r s and their contractor frl«nds) to make 
lt poaal~le f or ca..unltles opposing •uch 
projects to a e t a fa i rer ahake. Both Sen-

aelrCIIIIII 

aeon fro. .,._t Vlqlnla oppose<! an a-nd­
_.t •U••una tha ll~ lld&• p roject dais, 
"-tc:h wlll Mve an adverse effect on West 
Yiqlftla'a _,mflcent .. .., IUve r. 

And, cen - for .. t ttw t Senetor llandoloh 
ia one of atrip lllnlna'• 801t voca l sup­
portan , cleapite the fact tha t lt hu been 
~ ecoaa.lcally that one c:.n never re­
store the ...... ~ed by s tri p •lnlt'\1, no 
•ttar how -.eli -.nay you a.,-nd on the a r ... 
~troyed . How .any s t rMJU a nd billstdes 
of WM\:. Yiqlftla beer t h41lr ~te tuthao ny 
to that •tat-e. 

When are V..t Ylrat niana aotna to wake 
~ tt.t -.c of their elec ted representa tives 
ln eo.. .... a, trlth tM exception of Conareu­
.. n Meckler, end • aood .. ny ot t hei r dela ­
ptes and atatea aeneto r a are contro lled a.d 
vote e ccordtna t o the dea lrea o f the out of 
s tate explol tera . Can I Coraet the t~ 
t hee aa-e of the atrlp mlnera appr oac hed -
a nd t r ied to a trlf oy coal l end , and tMt 
they llved ln a. tl~re in aa-e o f tM 
_.lthiest a r eas of the c ity? 

We~t Vt r&lnians have lOt to atop electl .. 
people because they 1 nd t~ a Chrlac.as 
card o r klss a new baby or attend the local 
fund r~laer by t:he ft.re deparc.e.nt. -t 

••• .. , s ... m Operator 
by Gordon T. Hamrick 

IJ 
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Vl r&lniana have a ot t o atart ....._. ct. 
recorda of Cof\an•.._.. llke Stauu• ..._ 
cona tatently ~ote wttb out o f sc.au c..l -.111 
aceel lntereats and a .. l nat the l nte...ca of 
thelr own conatltuenta a nd Judi• ~-~ 
baah. UnfortunaUly , 1t h t~h for a­
who la at1'\.II&Una to ltay a llveto•tda a. 
votln& recorda of hla Conarea ... n on ~ 
hauea t hat an lllporta nt to hlo. Uftfort»­
natel y. Weat Vlr&lnia 'a new.r.pen c1o wcy 
llttle t o prlnt the crltlca l a c te conceTa­
ln& l ts elecsed rcpreaenta t lvea. t auppoee

0 
o f c:ourae, ~cause o f fear o( dl•crtelMtl• 
agalnat t~ ln their adver tlalna col~ . 

The la tut pollttcal boondoul• ~t .... w 
t o Weat VL r~1n1ana are the vert~ hi .... , 
proara... w .. t Vi rainlana, ~ heve aaa o 
the wont road aystena ln the wo~:. WlJ 
needa e \tery c e 'lt wttlch l t La • 1• -
hlat-v•, t o be a pent on tM I.IIC'ro--llt of 
loca l road• - not on uaaleaa lntentace 
hi&hwaya or proarama whlch build lara• hlP­
speed roadway& ' ruhin& throuth t he ~r 
o f thelr atate f or the benefi t of eontrec­
t ors, road enalneers, e nd lntaratate t ruck­
ina companies. 

~&lnaly , West ~lnlana have approved 
the rec ent hi&hway o ln& blll ~lch devote 
~at of their hlahwtly ~ney for t he MMflt 
~ f r oada t o be b~11t to tha a te~~ ot 
tho .. who U ve outalda the acat e . laturallJ , 
once •aaln, Weat Vlr&lnle ' a e l ected ra~­
aenta th'et in Conareu t\qvlly 1upportal 
auch pro j e c ts deaplte t~ adve r •• ef facta 
upon t he atate ln the l ona run . 

Thoawaa WareS 
848 w. l6th Str .. c 

laltlmore , HD 21211 

--

I . ~ 
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T~e Co•serwa1cy 1111 L11ll Use Pl111111 l.y Laurl• Ca111eroft 
• 

........... 
T~1Uon.el l e-nd \A• eont.roh •r• nttt 

v..,opular in •••burbla Mcaua• na 'I ll 
,_.lly • land ~r In • auburb. which iJ ~ 
sort of ho.-laon~t condcalnlua. ~onltta 

proal• .. to .. lnta in the aturday•Eventna­
P~t l•&• of rlc:a 7 pr~•nttna htun or ca..ercla l. l~t .. lal and r .. ldtntla l 
\aea, k.Mptna ovtjiO' r people and vlUI!IIIItel' 
llattlnt popul a t on. Sub·4lvlalon e trol• 
try to lr\ ur that nw ruld u ~Y l o r n«w 
facllltte they require, auch u u.-.•c•, 
•~r a nd water . a~tldtna code• aa~• nou.ta 

T~e Lesso1 of Elk Creek 
"It tooka lot of help 

ple to get where we are 
just begun to fight. I 
batt.le against pollution 
and across the nation." 

froc a lot of pee­
today, but "·e ha\e 
hope to ~ec the 
w~n in Appalachia 

7hose words announce the success of a 
crusade be~un by one man. t o save d small 
~~ek in Harrison Count y from extinction . 
The cree~ is Elk Creek, and the l:l<ln iS Sandy 
DeMark. 

Elk Creek Is a meandertn~~: 2b mile pasture 
land ~ reek which begl ns in &arbour County 
and slides through some of the most de•as­
tated land in West Virginia on tts wav co 
the West Fork River south of Clarksburg . It 
has thlrtv-cwo tributaries, nearlv all of 
which ha\e been bisected bv strip mining or 
unde~ined by deep mines . 

Twency-fi~e years ago strip mining beyan 
in the Elk Creek watershed, and before a 
decade had P,.ssed Elk Creek had ceased to be 
a lh ing ri'.er. Instead it was a sewer of 
silt and mine acid, oozing its way through 
!lleadows and past rura l hOCles where once it 
had been a ~ource of life for residents and 
anul1a s. 

WrLting in the March issue of WO~~ERFUL 
WEST VIRCIN~ Jean Oliverio surveys what 
has happened co Elk Creek since 1967 when 
a Nutter Fort resident, Sandy ~~rk, de­
cided that enough was enough . 

D~~rk organized the Harrison County and 
Elk Creek Water Pollution Control Cocnittee 
in 1967. Seventeen people showed up fo r the 
organizational meeting, and in a short time 
this burgeoni ng group had collected ~re 
than 10,000 signa tures ona petition calling 
for the resurrection of Elk Creek . 

The Committee made little headway until 
1971 when the Rec lamati on Division of the 
Department of Natural Resources finally came 
through with $ 100,000 to re, egetate some of 
the wo rst of the abandoned strip mines . Re­
vegetation was successful and a beginning 
was made . 
, The bi g killer o f Elk Creek wos mine a c id. 
and the DNR next turned its attention to 

this disease. The Division of W. ldlt fe Re­
sources eventuall y succeeded Ln stock in& the 
creek with bass, and a c::easure o f life . 
though tenuous, was rescored co Elk Creea 
bv cne end of 1 <r 1. · 

Inc~ c::eancir:~e while the Dl'."R Wl&s c.ckli .. 
the pollution pr eble=$ alr~ady extantJ the 
Elk Creek Co:T.~l ttee was concentf'&t.in& on 
educ:at.ong the public to pre,ent furthe r pol­
Lution of the c reek. The Committee received 
a grant from the Envl r onmenta 1 Education 
Ace, and it raised some money on its own. 
With their flnanclal resources the eo-Lttee 
sponso~ed public seminars , including one foe 
school teachers, and tours of Elk Creek. 

De~rk meanwhile concei ved a plan to re­
duce a cid drainage frOCllabandoned deep llines 
on Elk Creek. The U. S . Envif'OtWenC.l Pro­
tection Agency and the DNR Yater Resources 
DiviSion bought his plan and toaether they 
4ppropriated $641,114 t o financetheproject. 
To date the project has reduced acid flow 
lnto the creek by 60 percent. 

Another pt-oblaa which cona tant ly bedevils 
West Vi rginia streams - trash - was solved 
when the Harrison County Court authortzecl 
the Neighborhood Youth Corr to clean up the 
streac:: during the summer o 1971. 

Thus, Elk Creek U ves . It has coat nearly 
S l million to Te\ lve it, and countless ~ 
hours have been -.ployed inita t"eaurt"ectloa. 
But DeMark and the Elk Creek eo..dttee ~ 
no ti~e t o rest on its laurels. Today the 
Committee constantly .anitora Elk Creek for 
pollution, and it h.. been aucc .. eful on 
seven l occ:asl<'t'll in loc.tlna source• of .., 
po1lut1on of the creek. The pollution -• 
stopped and flnea were levied. 

The flk Creek Weter Pollution Control 
Conalttee has dellonatratad to the MtlOII 
that concerned c:itlzena ~n ..- correct NV .... 
environmental probl ... atven ~tlvatlon~ 

deal re and eneray. 1\&t o.Mark' • wnte "'­
have j ust bepln to fl&ht. "·should HTYe as · 
a warnlna to all that pollution and pol­
luters can best be .Copped before they have 
the opportunity to be&in. PreaervaUoa of 
the 1110rld u .. 111 etemal vip!anee. 

look .," or '"' allu _. PfW¥'• .tn,.,. 
loul cracte-.n. ..uber ._., • ..., '-11._ 
ln,r cod•• are of ...ch u.e for ~..-watt• 
o( the htthl aftds. A 80ftl"' ., of tM ld. .. 
land• ..auld Nlve to CCIIftC.ln ._ &ncened• 
nev claul fleet lanst flat\&na fMUo, atrlp 

&ne . 

MOunt.alnaw. nalon• of Ve t · and tv 
~hire, th Shenand h "nd the Southern 

Appe lachlan.s t\jl,,. a l r-..dy und.r ne t be pro­
cess of d~eln~nt for prl \ ate and pu,lic 
rec reatlon tNi t the hi&hlanda are on the 
threshold or. There are reports of succ~••­
ful 1101:es in New Enflend to eMure that the 
• alues people s eek n the mountains are not 
de.s! r oved bv the seekers, thel r developer 
vanguard or cCG~~~ercla l C:811p followers . The 
Swiss a ppear t o have been very succeuful in 
stayins ~lnt and prlaJtlv e. If it could 
be clearlv documented thac lt is posslble-­
and prefeTable--to have de,elo~nt for 
tourism a nd recreatl ona l use without .sa-tna 
e'"ery s tream and p l asterl"& trai lers, shacks 
and c amps a ll throuah the hi lls . that is 
somethlna that should be underfeken without 
de l ay so as t o save a1 muc:h as pouible frOCll 
the ravaaes o f privatlsm and the pork herTel. 
The mea.urea that would be necesaary to ac­
CD'~Plhh such as end would have to have the 
full and active s\.pilort of at least the aov­
ernor and probably the l~&hlature; That 
means the •tter ll\lllt be ud6 a polltlcal 
lasue locally and statewide • .... ~~ .... 

When heavy ~nd for land drives rricea 
to •ny u .... the orifinal stable va ue, a 
aeven rrobl• an••• or local population 
-- part cvlarly fanoJers. leeauae taxea are 
baJed on so.e percentap of •ueued .. rket 
val ue. • far.er who had been paytna UOO a 
year propeny caa suddenly flDda his t:aa bill 
~· 'i,en to 12500 -- this l•r lf anythina, 
an understat-"t of the actual case. Plnal­
ly the far.r h left vlth no choice other 
than to sell to a apec:wator or dev.loper. 

Sc.e states hav. -.cud 1.- ..W.cll per­
ad t fana land to be taJr.ed at lGIIIU' nta 
t.han the rest. Thl• pollcy recalle tM n­
c:.~tlons of Hen~, author of-
wzina book titled Ale ronan. 
ln this and other vritin&* ~ .. ..,_,.,. 
a theory thac land h the onlJ fo.w of cap­
i tal (sOUTce of wealth) ..tllch la not created 
by No's labor. He propoees t'-C the oaly 
c.x levied should be on land aad tt.t ct. 
tax reflec:t the eami.. power of the land 
as deter111ined by DUbUc policy. n.. L8nc1 
with coal in it which _. not apeclflcally 
protected would ~rry • relatl~lJ blab t:aa 
at ·the t~IM t.he coel _. to be lde.d. 

Henry Ceorae probably ,......_.u a .on 
radical approach to tallatlon policy ct.. 
most states tiiOUld chooee. but .- t...,.._ 
and action should be devoted to tlw , _ _.. 
financial position of pr•ent laada ....... 
dnce the hiahlands derive thelT cMr«Ur 
as IIIUCb fraa their at-m. u fra poliJ 
and c; llMU. 
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High Falls of Cheat, Shavers Fort A prime example of pristine mounta in beauty 

constantly being threatened by mintng, logging and roadbuilding . 

Tile Tro1llle wltll S1tto1 Da11 
by Gordon T. Hamrick Thia laavea ehe aua~ed load which . lA'l­

fort:unetely ~onau~t thi w•h load -
cla y part1cie• ao flna that they .. 1 ~in 
tn auapenaton at.oat tndeftnitel.y --and the 
~!d turbldtty current load -- •t lt part­cr.. c:anlid ~ra iiiG'i\iiPPorted by tur­
bulenc-e c~ted by trrapaartU•• ln the 
atr- bed. The latte-c!!!!% be dropped froa 
••peuloa U there an ao~dit1 currenu 
tn the ·~ cw body of .. ur. 

ADd, .._t l• the nl...ace of thl.a to ttw 
Suttoa 0. pnbl-f .,.rol:r•b 'tell w 
tMt la a etat:l~ body o •ter, the 
's urface ls watwed by t he aun. It t:bere ts 
• turnover of -ter -- the del'\ler colder ~­
tara of the bottoat eoaatna to t:N tof tur­
bidity current• wi ll be cr .. ted . l there 
l a no turnover of wa ter 1 1Crat:1 flcatloo 
cau.ed by the different denaltlea o f water 
vi 11 ave lop. 

nw Elk River lla IIOuntain - born Itt'~ 
end tends to be cold -- ~WC:h colder tban che 
aurface wtera of the Sutton lluervoir. 
Ttwnfon, where the Elk lliver encen the 
raervotr, the atr._ current vtll a l!de 
under the wana surface wter. TIM current: 
vlll flow •loai the botta. o f the r eaervotr, 
cr•U• turbUlenc:e currenta tn the W'<:on­
aoU•ted euu. or . if tbe wtera o f the 
bote. of the reaervolr en col«Ur then the 
curnet. tile current .. y nov between tlo!O 
le,.n of wter of dlff~rl,. deMttlee. In 
eU ... r caee, Chi• epelle trouble for the ,..alu .. ..ttl • 1.,.1 nl .... CNtleu. 

It .. c-.-c n.- ·~ tM nHntoir 
n..f& 1C •Ul nell 9 eMttl-1 •tertel 
faa aa flonJ f t.t n- beta•• tao laJ• 

ers of dtfferin denattt e a, lt will attll 
retain the load O( IUipended .. terlal ~th 
which It entered the reaervoir. In either 
case , the current flow will be tuf(1ciently 
stron& t.o ruch the dam b.u and flow up­
wa rd to the level of the water outleta. 

Hi6tory r•cords that tn the 1930'•• when 
Hoover D&a waa bull t and tAke Htad wa1 only 
half-full of relatlvtly cl.ar 1 pounded w.­
ter, w.ter outleta 10.. 200 feet above the 
base ot the dam dtacharaed at lt-laden water. 
At tbll tl1M, the Colorado liver ent .,red 
Lake Head acae 100 &tiles upstrUt'll froca the 
dut. W. ter aa~plu fr0111 the le\ta bottoa and 
date on curreTata froca e fl~t•r revu l ad 
that .udd{ \M t ar -• couratna over tl'le h·ont 
of the de t a and flowtn& the full len&th of 
the r eurvotr. At the daa, the turbtdtt{ 
curTenu atlll had aufflctant •n•ra y to bot 
up to' the ouUeu, ao.e 200 feet MMy. 

Suc:ton auervcitr 1e not tAke Meed, and 
the Elk l.lftr h not the -t•r-eerrytna ve­
h t cle that 11 Ute Colorado liver. Mevar"the-1•••, a ca.per l aon of the t'\10, baaed on re­
lative 11 .. , l ndlcatea that turbi dity cur­
rents a re ~te likely t o develop tn the 
Sutton leaervol r. Therefore, one can all \.1M 
~ the .ultl-lavel outlet• will do little 
to ell•tnata turbidity probl ... belew the 
ct... They vlll elt•inate the allt dr..,.down 
curnetly c:au.ed by botta.•nl• .. • outlet., 
but .,, at the .... u •• haeten the aUt­
l .. -.. of the nHrvolr. And the ft.ah. U 
.-y •UU ..S.•t belaw the M.. an aol .. to 
cc.tl- t.o fen turbid •tea. 

--
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YOGI BEAR JELLYSTONE 
l. PLAHNLNC IN WEST VIRGINIA. Last issue 
(Octobe~) we p~omised an Jr<l ~le on Yogt­
Bear Jellystonc Park, whos~ , adverti sing 
blanketed the '.S.u>hl ngton and 8..1 1 ttmorc news­
papers throug' the Sl.llllllcr: . In N,.)\'C!llber, \.:e 
.ade a trip c, West Virbinia t o !~ok at 
Yogi - Bear , ta lk t o l o.:al c lli<:t!n~ a nd o ffi ­
cials, and get a little ba .. k)!r l?und on the 
p lanning SitUo1tiOn in Wt.•st Vlrl\ inla. As 

Back Fork 
Conun~ed from Page I 

Fork. The map submitted by Burford showing 
the area to be stripped encompasses the en­
tire left fork of Hewett f o rk . Hewett Fork 
is a narrow stream, confined t o a deep gully, 
which drops one thousand feet in elevation 
durin& its three and one-half mile long rush 
from the ~p of Point Mountain lnto Back 
Po rk. The left fork alone drops five hund­
red feet over the mile of its length until 
Lt joins the right fork. 

Due to the steepness of the terrain and 
t he hea"y raintall1n the area, the hea\'iest 
in the stace according to che W.Va . Ceologi-

prologue to Yogi - Bear, a ff'IJ lines about 
West Vlrg1n1a are in order. 

. Although Wash­
Lnaton County, Hd. ,across therfver, recent­
ly adopted a ~onlng system that put large 
tra cts of land along the Potolllac: and the C 
& 0 canal National Park Lnto 'Conservation' 
~~s. the sltuatlon in West Virginia is 
less happy: none of tbe counties along the 

cal Surve> , it appear' that heavv &iltatlon 
of Back fork cannot be prC"ented if the Hew­
ett f ork operat.itm begins- Placing the en­
tire left fork of Hewett Fork in a culver~ 
may sol~e the situation . Any other altern­
ative is equally ludicrous with one excep­
tlon - the DNR could exerci&e its legal right 
and deny the application . 

Those who wish to communicate their dis­
gust with the appHcacton and t.rrge its de­
nial ~y WTite to DNR Dir~ctor,Ira S . Lati­
mer , Room 322, 1800 Washington St.. l! . , 
Charleston, WV 25305 . Refer t o SMA-1098 in 
a 11 coTTespondence t o che DNR concerning the 
Hewett Fork strip application. Written com­
ments and complaints Will be accepted until 
April '1:7. 

. 
~ 

>-
JJ 

0 -0 
~ 

Q. 

Str i pping on Bi g Run, Bock Fork of Elk, 1971. 

Hills Creek 

by a shore lined with '' flsherrnen . " E.agle 
Lake will be shallow ~oo , and eu~rophia is 
a murky possibility here . Eagle Lake is 
supposed t o relieve the conges~ion of places 
like Summit Lake . Any bets that L~ won't 
just attrac t that many more people as to 
merely crea~e more congestion? 

Then there's the old Prison Campsi~e. 
just a mile or so upstream fran. the nation­
ally significant and very fragile Cranber ry 
Clades Botanical A~ea. ls that worth en­
dangering wi~h a rush of traffic from a big 
c~pground? I s that campgr ound justifiable 
when a new 100 unit camping area is being 
installed nearby where it ought to be: 
Watoga State Park? Will the campground re­
leve congestion or only aggra~ate it? 

Very recently cam~ing had to be li&ited 
along the Cranberry River in t he Sackcountry 
due to overuse. Won' t the pTesence o! yet 
another campground trricate ra ther than re­
li~ve ~~e problem? What will the effects 
be on the proposed Wilderness area? On the 
wild turkey and bear breeding habit:at? Does 
any deV1!lopment at all belong on the wi l,d 
fore1t Service l ands alons Rt. 39 and the 
Scenic Highway? Isn'~ this t hreatening the 
scenery that peopl e come to see? lt is re­
markable • •• no, fr1&hten1na , that the For••t 
Service listed one of the bi& advantages of 

the dam as an added "visual variety i n a con­
tinuous foTested area." Ian' t the continuous 
forested a rea wlwt the N41tiona l Forut 11 a ll 
aboUt? Must e vel")' aru that h wi ld .ana un­
s~1led be eventually " develop;ed'' so that our 
uf~n masaaa c&n enjoy " visuat varlety" when 
they l eave the aweson.e variet y of the 1.J ttei 
to enjoy the soU tude and peace or th(! f(ln:st! 
Is that multipl e use? 

The effects on the down5treanprhate !ands 
alona Hill s c~eek, a ll the wav to 1 ts teminus 
at the Sinks (known t o speleo l oglsts as 
Hills Creeic and Bruffey rreek c aves) has 
been completely ignored in ~he impact s tate­
ment. they could be profouno. 1 wonder how 
t hey'll brush that off. 

It is hoped that a publ ic hea r ing on the 
coming . With short notification and dubious 
interes t , t heForest Service quietly invited 
a few local citizens t o a publi c meetina.on 

. April 9t:h too late to report on f or th11 
arci.cte. 'unless enough negati ... ·e l~ l• 
con}ur~d up- before the April 19th deadll~ 
for DTaft ElS changes, ~re will be no 
public hearings before t he Unal EIS. Hope­
fully the Conservancy, Pocahontas l~c 
walton League, other organ izations and pri­
vate c lttaens will respond in time to halt 
thls .. dness . A more c.oaplec:e and up to 
date report Wi 11 follow in a future issue of 
the Voice . Heanwbi le, your opinions and 
vialS on the 1118Uer should be subllllt ted to 
Al TToutt, SUpervhor, MOI\Of18Ahela tutiG~~~~l 
Fo~eat, Elkin&, 26241 , and to your Senato~ 
and Con&ren•n· With a lot of luck ea4 
even .ot'e won, the ioteg..-ity of one of U. 
last wild areas in PocahCSnta• County ua lie 
·-l..ntained froa the threau of tastel"• 
devel~t. 

Po~ lwve aoni .. , and tha Appa lachian 
ke&lonel Councll, ect.rpd vlth dr.-1118 up a 
ca.prebenslve re&ioaal plan, cannot .. t land­
use poU.c_y. 
.Jeff-eTSon and lerkaley ~ties have .. de 
the furthest str"ldu: both have adopted 
c:a.preherwlve 1.._.-... plAna, •nd .J~fferaon 
Coullty has ~- sub-dlvi.Uon reaulaUons. 
aerkeley County ~- ala~ to have hearinas 
~ently drawD aUb::cli vblon RI'Jlatlons 
lo De~t', approval belna ~to ~he <:o..mty 
Court (u local &OYe""-"U a re ·called in 
tht v.va. 'panMftlllle'). Moraan CGunty 
furthest V~Nt, nc-.tly hired e ~plannJ.nA 
staff, aDd 1a bealnnlftl to dTav up a lane­
•• plu. 
lie \Diers~ that .Jelfenon CoW~ty ts •bo ctravl• up a 80ft1• text o nllnaoc:e. Ci~ 
the ecw:lal altuatlon of Jeffenoo County at 
tbe eclftfl.-nce of the Pot~c and Shenendoah 
llwn, and cla.inaH .. a scene that n-.o.aa 
.Jeffenon CMCe called "one of the w.ost stu­
pe~ scenes la natllft ," - c&n on ly hope 
for the •rly acceptance of a aonl"' •p--­
~t VI 11 pYOt~t both r hen, t he helghts 
aro~ ~. and the landscape a round Herpeu 
Ferry JleUOMl ,.n. ' 

Wilderness 
c-.. ••• ,_ ,.. J 

CongresSNn John Melcher, the Chai ncan o f 
the Subcommittee on Public Lands, presided 
and a~red to take a strong lntere.&c in 
eastern wildet"ne"ss . He ••ked quest:lons o f 
various witnesses, especially about highly 
contro~ersial areas in Incllana and New Eng­
land. Lett ers of support shoudl be addressed 
to hlm, and sent within a 110nth, t o: 

Hon. John Helchet', Chai l"'Mn 
Subc::ca~l ttee of Public Lands 
House tnterior ~ttee 
1324 t.onponh luildt na 
Vaahina.ton, D. C. 20515 

Senate. Action !)elayed 
_ Meanwhile, on the Senate side , the Agri­

culture ec-ittee, to which t be contpe.nlon 
bill, S. 316, ~t ~-referred (see March 
VOICE}, did not take a c tion at it1 deetln& 
April 3. Action vlll now be delayed until 
after the Easter Recess, but env1r oraental-
1atli are hooafw that the bil l w1 U be voted 
out of c~ttee at that tiM a nd thereafter 
receive ~uaae £n the S.,.t.. R•cently 
Veat Yirahia Senator Janninas landolph re­
quested the Aarlc:ulture <=<-1ttee t o support 
the bill, lpecifically menti oping t he areas 
in weat Vira.tnia that would be lncluded . 
Letters Weeded l.aediately . ~ 

In a recent telephone conver staion,Pres­
iden~ EUdnton asked Congres•man s c:auers I 
in whose district all four areas are locat­
ed , t o support t he pend~ng ! eaislation and 
so cestlfy a t the Hous• ~rinas . Conccess­
lll&n scauera r eplied t hat he was planning to 
conduct a poll of hi s district to ascertain 
t.he oplftlon of his c:onsuru.nu. ~pparently 
he is havi.D& second thou&hta since he intro­
duced H.ll . )084 in •':IPPC'rt of Wilderness 
&rlMS. Perha.,- the 1\aber and coal lnter­
eata have been able t o persuade him chese 
areas are not worthy o f wilderness protec­
tion . 

Vest ViratnJa Hl&hlAnds CoM~rvancy -­
bera and others int!Tested to ~!_1is lsspe 
should WTite t o Con&ress .. n StaJ~ers sup­
port!,. hia ,_.t" efforts to protect t:hese 
aTeas aftd aaki .. hi• cqnUnued support. This 
1a especially UipoTUnt for those lhl.ng ln 
S~n' dlnrt.c:t. Wt'l te: 
~· Harley o. Sta&.."er 
... 1366 
&ayburn Office lulldtna 
llaal\llllton , D. C. 2051.5 
1ha .... t Viql'oia IUfhlands Conservancy 

has CODdul:t.ed a steady ef ort. to nudy areas 
J:n Yeat Vl~nt• tMt ,_ufy for Vi l derness 
~tton. AlthcluP · this ~peisn has ..... 
nsult .. ia various bUll beina Introduced 
lD both bouMa of Coft&reas over the pest 
fl.,. ~. this ls thi flnt U... heat'inp ._,. .__ •w. ... tbere t.av. DOll been hMri• 11r boda die s ... te aad ,.,... of 
....,. ••• &etl,... n ... c:aa •' ca. •• bUts 
"l'&pon.l to llloCia houaes for ~l .. ; ttwn 
...... RW a ..... a.-. fqr c::r; 'ind per­
..-..t ~Uolr for theM fol ahaa. 
U DIM W.U.a ._ left la ~ttae, the 
..un ~·c--ll!lU __.to.._ Nplaced aftu 
tt...., c..:-• la ·~ ..- rau • ..., .... ~.~ ._ _. ara-ac eo acid.&\.'•· .... i .,..~ ......... 
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2. YOCI-IIAl .J!LLYS'l'OIIE PAIUC'. Civen a 
~uUful 1 ·.dacape and f.w r enral.nts, H 
waa lnewitaole t~t pro.otera would cash-in 
on the Potc.ae. And now that the Harrl•nd 
• hore h protected by t he C & 0 Ca~ Na­
ti~l Park, what better place t o turn than 
a peninsula lnW.at Vl rg~nl.a , <1 ~tone's throw 
fT~ the junction of two Inters tate tti ghways 
and the rapidly developing Martinsburg­
ttaaentwn ' corridor' ? And about 70 miles 
Northweat of W.shinaton, D. c. 

.I n the a~ln~l972 we first read o f Yogi­
Bear'• plan to build the 'world' a thlrd 
laraest c:a.paround' on a ~lack~ater reac h 
o f the Pota-ac: (fon.ed by old C & 0 Canal 
dam 1~). and a c r oss fr~ the historic Four 
Locka area. Last. spring, about 1 . 100 lots 
;nofr.red f o r sale ana extensivelv pro­
IIIOted in the W.shinat on area, which is a 
short ~ from Yogi-lear vla Inters tate 
Rtes . 10S. a nd 81 . By fall, a bout 900 lots 
had beef> 50ld , •t~Mnt of them c:.JJ~put<>s for 
trail~• and recreational vehlcles.goingat 
an averaae price. of a bout $3 , 800 f o r lots 
a \ e ragina a bout 40 x ~0 feet. Visitor s ~~re 
t reated to a l arge plastic bear at thP en­
t rance, and i nvited t o have their pi, ture 
s napped alongside Yogl-Be.a'r and/or 8oo Boo 
Bur. 
Since ~he ~robl..s raised by Vogi-Bear Park 
are goln& to hav e to be addressed all along 
the Poto~~ee, w sketch t~em 1n s0111e de tall: 

( l} THE RlVElSCAPE. If the Potonac 1$ 
aolna t o stay areen and unspoiled ( as it 
is even today), means must be found t o 
buffer the •~h bank--by flood plain 
aonina , useaent or what not . DO!gradation 
of one shore v1lt mean the ruin of the 
whole, including tM C & 0 Can.l. 
(2) POWEa ~TS. Except for a few reaches 
of s laclaMte r behind the old C & 0 Ca~ 1 
clalla, .,.t o f the upper Potomac is un­
a~ table for power boats . So str etches 
l U• "Ill Slackwter'' (behind O&lll it4), 
and "Little Slackwater'', a seven mile 
" Lau•• behind 0... I S are under incr eased 
preaaure f~ water skiers and pleasure 
boeters . Acco~in& t o local residents, 
the nol•• and confusion were a cute even 
before Yael-lear, and ~rebelna cODfPOUJ\d­
ed anually . Civen the al&e of YoJi-Bur, 
life on ,.Little S lackwa ter'' promises to 
be an "edventun" for yean to come. 
Svi~~~nrs, canoelsta and H.she~n have 
been ~l rtually for ced oUL to the sl ack• 
~•ten durin& tbe 1\mMr. S.td one res­
ident: ''We don't even go sldlng • • • lt' s 
too danaer oua •••• we Jusc don't a o out." 
Another ~n pointed out the rea l danger 
oJ accidents: " A &l rl. •• not mor e t han 
fi\"e or six feet o ff •Y dock aoc run over 
by a skier --lucky she just broke her 
W"Cllt . " 
Since the StaU of Maryland own• the Po­
tcnac to the ~HAn l ow water Mrk on the 
sout h bank, Consre•••n . Cud• and ..-.n 
of the C & 0 Canal COIBJ ulan tww ••laid 
the Sta t:e of Maryland t o addru• the sit­
uation at Little Slac:kwat:er, and to sbldy 
the rec reational uaea and potential of 
the entl re upper Potcnac. S~ rTSOM 
hllve suaaeated that a syst- o rtver 
zones .. Y be the only answer. 
(3) STRUCT\JllES ON FLOOD Pl..AitiS . At Yael­
Bear, a nuaber of trai l ers were parked 
alon& the flood plain, a potentially tw.­
ardoua altuetlon--and one that rat .. • 
ticklish sanitation probl .... 
( 4) SANlTATlON. How vill sewae be die­
posed of , and an unc:ont.aiMced •tar" 
supply IIAde avallable for c:a.pera? SepUc 
fi e lds , especially in flood plaiiW, will 
cruLe more probl- than they aolve . Jf 
• central s .... ,. treatMent rlaftti•bullt .. 
\lho will n~n lt? How effie ent will lt 
be, where vUl it discharfe etc.1 'ftle 
populaUon density a t "Yos -... r v1ll be 
the eqaivalent o£ a ... u tow.. . 
( S) EIOSION. Local resldenta have ~ 
plalned of heavy ~-off fro. Y~ ... r; 
and ~ an inspector dld not fl .. a 
probl•, on our visit. w ..., evldenca of 
heavy erosion onto a local roed-_..., fna 
there into the Pot~. 

We think the followl• c_..ta of lOcal of­
ficials point u, the uqe~~ey of lllll elcu.tl• 
at Yop-a.Ar..,llnCI alswflen: '"'- •lFc:Z; 
~lat:l.- • tlave in ....-1., eo:t 
are thoH 111p08ed bJ the IC.te Cit De-

r.n-c. ftlat: • • ttl& I Ulldenc..d ce.n 
s • ..,'-' c:.ncro1 1111 co be .,.. •• _ .. 

to eM State ~ea.cun thU tet'a ...... 
that wUl Mlp. If tt .......... 
Ia •••r co tM .-.u• "• ,._ ..aeua 
otllft Y9..._r ~1'118", t .. .- offlcl•l 
•-dill ~.I... l ....t•t•.MJ\•., .... -~--·IMt--~--
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THE POTOMAC 
tat! of the feet tMt we en lyl .. then--­
it • a ~i ful c-trr.. aftd we' r• wl,. 
open.'' It ... s added tha.t "tMre have been 
optlons taken by aontebody in ,..,., York City 
on a 330 a c re tract a half ~le from Jelty­
stond . " 

Aa a final note on Yogl. -B .. r: in November, 
the West Vl.rglnla State Health Department 
ordered Yogl-lear to hlllt the occupancy o f 
ita ca.ps1tes, clt1ng the lack of centra l 
wter and aevaae systems. Desptte the as­
surance of Robert Cotton, vlce president o£ 
the Firat Ameriea Land Corporation(develop­
er of Yo&i ::le..!~) t~t the State ~uld Lift 
tt:s ban (••ever ything ~rke.d out. •. we f flund 
~est VirgLnta has capable, smart, but non­
dictatorial beauroct:ats"), the Healt.h Oe­
part.Die"nt stuck to lts guns and reCused ~o 

llft the anti-occupencv order . Only l2 
c.mp•ites, to be aervee1 by a l>athouc;e and 
temporary sewer system and septic field, 
were excepted from the ruling ( and thes e onl" 
when the sanitary fac:l 11 ties are cOI'Ipl eted) . 
Since the order did no t f o r bid the SALl ,f 
new sites, thaL part o f Yogt · Bear' s opera­
tlon continues . 

Under a banner headline RLSORT Df~~lOPtR, 
SE£ lOON IN CAS CIWN04, the ~rllvr !•xplaln­
ed: "there's sooc:t nevr. f o r the r eal est tltl! 
market tn the energy crunch~ ruc r~~tlonnl 
sales and vlsita. t o resoru ne<1 r W11shln ,t.:on 
wi 11 pic k up , n o t ~o do\oll\. At INI l thal '" 
the ~o~ard ( r0111 1 nsl d rs In l 1-\l' rcc ro•u \.I nn I 
real eataLe b~tneil h~rc ••• 'Th~re' & plentY 
of 1110ney a round and · p• up If' r•·n' t ~of n~~; co 
give up the ir \ a cacl n$. ' 4dds John 1 . 
Busby , developer of !)ca ~l<.trl r c:ondomrnt~ 
a t Ocean Cl ty. "lt ' ~ got n~ to be 1 boOill 
year •.. InsLead o f going t o Fl•l rlda .1nd ··~~~. 
Head, Woshtngtonlans ar guJ n~ 1 o l'llmhllll• 
those far a~ay p laces. and no to OCc;t n Cl ty . " 
Since Ocean City La l50 rni le:!> fro w. sllln~·· 
t on , and Yogi BY r 70 mi I c:;, "'' ' ' n• a 1 T" i;Ui 
that those o f \a ~h9 cheri sh the traditiona l 
Potomac r lverwcape are goln& t o n. , e t o d 
more than c r oss our finger~. 

The £venlng Star art:ic:le conc.luded ~l t.h .1n 
appralsat of Mr. lt lchard Be ller• , hlms«lt 
a r eal eiotate appra iser: ''T hav,. •e"" valtJ" l> 
skyT"oc~et in area s of West~ rn Maryland .. • 
a nd waterfr ont land~ throu&hQut lh~ ~tate •• 
I t appe.r~ to~~~ that nelther the pr~dl~ted 
ra t lonin~ o r the llke1y trl~ln~ of g~ ~ 
pr ices ~lll tune a gr«411L effect Qn d·~rK' 

for thesn r~<:reatf .. mal prope rt.t ~• . " 
~Ill the 'energy shortage' put a crtmp In 
pre:sent and future "Yogl - Bear' s' ' alonp t he 
Potomac? An ltemt.n the January 1~ Washing­
ton Stat: seems t o herald I'()RE Yogl-Surs . 

Reprl nted frOI'JI THE VAllEY NFWS, Ch''' v Char.tt. 
Md. 

r-'"""'''''''''''"'''''''''''''', 
~ Take Notice ~ 
~ ~ ::r,:•::~·::.. there ha• been dtlllcultv ~~ 
~ Q) with the change-of-address fllctor ln \r.eepinl( 

2 atrai&ht the membership llst and the f:d ltor's ~ 
mailing Hat . A signiUeant nunber of dut>s ~ 

~~ .Jl ootlcea and/or ne~o~slette.rs have been re-

2 rll turned, ~t.h no possible way for«. or th•! 
Edl tor, to trac k down t.hose persons ~o~ho ha\1 

2 1110ved and not tn(omed U$ o r le(t a lon.rard- ~ 

E 
tng address. ~ 

~ AI memberahlp chairman, f am instituting a 

2 new policy 1n regard t o che nU"!IDel" of dues ~ 
nocices [ wi ll send io an a ttempt to trace ~ 

I Q) 
l ost members . With the rec eoc lncrease of ~ 
postage eosts. I find that ram only costing 
the organiza tion needed funds by tryln& to 

2 locate auc:h arembers. ~ 

2 ~ 
Therefore, 1 would a sk you ••• u rge you • • . 2 
to let ate ~ when you move ln o rder that 

2 
II)' records lrlll be s tra i&ht a nd you wll l.. 2 
continue t o set news from us ~lth no lnter-

2 n.lpt.ion. A.s part o( my 010nthly dutles , I ~ 
inform the Editor, President and Treasur er ~ 

~~ o f a ll changes of address. In this ~o~av ~e ~ rll are al l kept up-to-date on ~t ls nappen-
1og. 1 cannot ask you strongly enough t o 

I let us \mow when your address c hangea . . • ~~ 
for the convenl.ence ( and economy) o f a ll ~ 
involved. 

2 
Also I 1o10uld a sk you t o pay prompt attention ~ 

2 
to your dues notices when they arrive . r ~ 
am now sending two dues no tices and a fina l 
notice. That gives a member three onths ~ 

~ in which to respond vith bia o r her renewa l. 

2 check. But, I vould ask that 1 f you do NOT 
intend to renew that you write your lnten-

~ tion on the back of the FIRS 'I renewal notlce 
,;. you reed ve and send lt back t o m.. That 
~ vould cet:talnly a td me ln my record keepln& 
"" and save me the TIME it takes t o send addi­

tional notices, the HONEY Lt CO$tS tn post­•a• t o send two addtclonal notices a nd the 
savings on envelopes. I f you do not intend 
to renew it vould take you verr little Cl~e 
to just jot that on the back of tbe ceoewa l 
sUp and alp f t back to me ••• • and would 
c.ertalnly help me a &rut deal. 
If any llellber, at any t lme, 1:\as any que•ti o'ls 
rea-rdlna .-.be~abip, please contac t me. 
It La ~he .~ of our entire a~nistrative 
"staff"' of office rs t o keep our members 
satisfied vlth the o t:a-nl zatlona 1 proc eedure . 
If you are not receivtns your newsl~tter, 
let - hear about it . 1 aa in frequent touch 
vtth ow- Edltor, lnfoMilin& h im of new ftlelll­
ben, •tc. ar.d ln t hll way we could better 
.. ..,. you. So, let us hear frota you. 
Thank you for your future asslst:ance in 
tllese •tten. 

C.rolJII 1. IUlloran, l'tellbenhlp Secretary 
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BOOKSby Susan Moore 

Life and Death 11 tile Woods 
rttCRl~ AT TI~ER CREEK, the flrst book 

1
! prose bv poet Ann1e0\llaT'd , ls ln fa c t 

11 po •tiC tlv wn>ught ac~.,unt o l the aut hor ' s 
vcar o f dlsc()veq,- -dhcc erv ot the thlngs 
ol nature and of her own mlnd as she &alns 
an understandLng o t th~ l~po rt the pr ocess­
es ot lite ha \e on h~n thou ht a nd e xpe-
rience. · 

Quotlng another author, Step~n Cra ha. , 
~fs<> Dillard vrttes, "And as you stt on the 
hillside, ~r lie pron~ under the t r ees of 
the fore t, or sprawl -et-legged on the 
shlnglv beach of a mounta in stt'eam, the grut 
uoor, that does not look u ke o door, opens . " 
Tramping a bout the f1elds, fo rests and 
streams of her own neighbor hood, t he a uthor 
has o pened and passed through a door chat 
mo~t of us do not even rec~gnlze a s a door . 
Annie Dillard makes us rea li ze t hat we do 
not ~££ . Annie D1llard SEES, wlth ~ber­
anc , exultance and terror the deta lls, t he 
intTlcactes or the facts o t nature t hat .est 
of us rntss 1n our self-consclous sc.te. 

Davis Power 
Cofttin .. from ..... 1 

admlnis t~ative law judge c~ted t hat the 
nearing was not "a politiCAl convention." 

Ll nda Cooper Elkin ton, Conservancy aea­
ber a nd tHe- l ong res i dent of the Canaan 
Valley, where the project vt l l be built , 
spoke ln opposi tion. She pointed out the 
many CI'Mitions that r eoaln ~nswred . The se 
include the lack of adequate atudy o f a lter­
natl ~es which ls requi r ed by the Nat ional 
Envtronmentftl Polley Act, the lack ot a n 
adequate wi l dllfe mitl&Atioo plan requir ed 
by the Fis h a nd Wildlife Coor dination Ac t, 
and the doubts raised by t he Environmental 
Impact Statement a s to whether t he Valle y 
will in fact hold water due to t he presence 
o f liiiiCstone !aults i n t he Cloor of the Va l ­
l e y . She fu rther e~pressed f ears o f uncon­
trollad d~elopaent caused by t he massi ve 
influx of tourists to be attrac ted by the 
proposed l ake , and cri.tlclzed the local and 
restonal press for not ralslng s uch ques t ions 
and explai nin& a l teT'tlatl"es . 

Conservancy ~s, Lowe 11 Karkey o f 
Revaer, St~e Richards of Pe ter s burg, Hel en 
HcCinnh o f Pitaburgh , and .Joel Sh1faan of 
Morgantown, a lso tes t ifi ed in oppos i tion . 
Host rela ted various ob j ections arid l'e<:~ted 
their experience s a s hikers a nd ca.pers ln 
the Canaan Valle y and ad j a cent Doll y Sods . 
Conser"'ancy melllber , Don Cood, t'epres entlna 
~he lz.tak Walton League , spoke ln favor o f 
the project , with cerc.a1n prov1s 1.ons t or tne 
protection of wild life and wa ter quallty . 
Hearings Cont inue I n Washin&ton 

Begi nning Apri l 2 , the FPC hearlna• be~ 
in wash1n&ton to bear expe"t witnesses o f 
the three Allegheny Power Syst .. ~--. 
the a pplicants , and i n t ervenln& s-rtles, ln­
cludlng several conservation I~· 1'be 
first week was de\.•oted t o c ross - ex..tnat:ion 
by intervenors and the FPC s ta ff of appU­
cants ' wl cnesse s . The Highlands Conservancy 1 
represented by co~el , Ray Ratliff o l 
Charleston, and Dav id and Linda CoopeT 
Elkinton, questioned these wi tneu e a repl'd­
l ng gaologlc.al problems in t he valley and oa 
Cabin Mountain. Huch dlsc u.ulon of the poweT 
c0111panle~• tenca tive plans f o r a coal or nu­
clear power se,atlon, uaing t he 7200 acre 
l ower reservoir for coolin& w t e-c purpoeea 
... as conducted t he fi rst day . th.-.r~ o~ 
envlT'onraental conslderatlona were dl s el»sed. 
and will be further explored a s the heart.._ 
continue throughout April. The SleTTa C1ab 
and the Highlands Conservancy a.ona otbara , 
ha~e expt'ess ed many reserva tion• durin& re­
cent r.'ienths as t he Envi r oraental X.,.Ct 
Statement has been drafted and flnallaad . 

One highlight o f the fin t week of tat .­
lmony was the dl&closure o f the ·~•ed 
teatlmony of t he wi l dli fe bioloaiata of the 
west Virginia Department o f .. tural a.­
sour ces. Five profeaaiorwl vi l dUfe a: 
peru, lncl udin& Con.servancy .-bel', J oe 
lieffenberger, bad prepered teatt.oay to be 
submitted by the At t orney Gene-cal of ~t 
Vi r gin ia , an t nte rvenol' in tha project. 
Aps-rent ly t hese five wre c learly OfpU ed 
to t ha construct ion o f the Devil Project. 
but if 1 t would be Uc:enaed • they favonNI 
the Clade Run alternative. alao ln the Val­
l e y , but vi th a IIIUCh-r educ:ed l ower reservo ir. 
Thei r t e stimony ~• not cl .. red by Director 
o f the DNR , I ra Latllller , al t houah a1110n& the 
f i ve wer e the Chief and an Aas lstant Chief 
o f the Wi l dlife Resourc e • Divi a ion of t~ 
DNR. The Federal Power Coanlssion s taff 
reques ted t he Judae t o issue a aubpoena for 
theaa five , which he a&t'eed t o do 1f l.atlmer 
would not aar ee t o a l 14¥ t hea t o testl fy 
voluntarily. The FPC a taff ~· conducted 

Thrilled bv the mys t eri es o ! t he ~ari~ 
forms o f llfe she e ncount e rs and a~ll .. 
at the apparen t cruelti es of thei r deathl . 
she aropes f o r ~nlng t o h\ftlln life and tile 
inevitabilit y of de.th . But the aro pi ftl l a 
a gentl« , fracefuL one . Her probl~ and 
prodd lna o the homes and hablts o f the 
lhlng thlnas of Tinke r Creek are a c ca-penl .. 
by Tho reauvlan con~emplation . 

P1lgrlm at Tinker Creek is a natul'e aa­
thology, a diary, a s torehouse o f a1nut~ 
and quirky facts. But more importantly , l t 
ls a reminder of t he insepara bi li t y of .. a, 
hls spirituality and na t ur e. 

Those of u s who thrll l · at each happenl• 
in nature as though it were occ:UTrln& f o r 
the flr s t time ev er, j ust for us, wi l l f lnd 
a compa t ri o t in Anni e Di lla r d, t he Pl l art­
at Tinker Creek. We who a re a t l l l blaina 
our tic:e, thinkin& " next year •• • I' 11 a tart 

y life," may fln.d the coura ae t o bepn 
SEEI:;C . 

t hel r own independent i nvestigation or t his 
project, and haa raised n\alltrous questions 
as t o 1 ts ad, habillty , At the pr esent t ilDe, 
they ha"'e no t t.aken a £i na posltion i n o p­
position or fa vor i ng t he i ssuance of a li­
cense • but l n their b\v1 r amen tal Icapac t 
State~~ent t hey s upport aany or the quest:ions 
raised by lntnvenon , i ncluding t~ Hi gh­
l and• Conaervancy . Apparent ly t helr i nter­
est to he.artn& frc. t he sc.at e's vi ldllfe 
expert• would indicate t:hel r concern with 
the wi ldli fe l osses that will be ca used by 
thU project. 

l n a r e La ted .. tter, the required wild-
life altlption plan has been pr err ed by 
the Ia and the Federa l Bureau o Sports 
Plshertea and Vi tdllfe. This plan calls f or 
the entire Valley t o be i ncluded 1n t he pro ­
ject, w1 th the portion not flooded t o be 
.... ed f or wildl ife purpoeaa. I n addl tlon 
l t calla f or the power ~es to aak.a a­
vailable aevera l thou5and a c r e s out a1de the 
Valley for stmlar use. The power cOIIPIIJlies 
have DOt aut.ltted this report, but i•t..S 

have pl'opoaed the uae of 6 , 000 ac: ns l ocated 
• the ••tent sbore of the tau and con­
a~nu. pn-rtly of the dope o( cabla 
Mauntaln. 1'he Pederal and State report 
ftada dd.a offeT ~te i....S.quate to off .. t 
tM loaaea of twbltat due t o the Devls ~ 
ject. 
Oplalon 

It ... qulte encounat• . to aee a ........ 
latOTY aaenc:Yo llb t .. fPC, actually lootl­
lna at -.vt~cal ..-ttona. They.,.. 
hlnd Cauenaftc:Y • MNT .... expert vic-•. 
Dr . Charl• -..r o f VIIU . .. a co.ul.c..t.. 
It ... the feellna o~ eavt.rou 1 ltd latn"-
.-on tbat the ftC l taff - -...a~ .. to 
eaa- tM role dlat ..... U.M tM Coa-
.. IWIICY bave bad CD u~ la eM& 
ftey ._.a ~· .-of ... l.-latalf _. -
ec. llldcll w ., aoc .... I'UIIId1all~ 
... ._.. a ...- .-1~ acal ,.._ effwta 
..M1d .at. ie ....... Ra , ... . _.,...._. lll tWa - tter .., ..._ M'-'•~ tllell' la­c.nat. ... OIUI' a tl 1' ~t _. ac-
tl~t7 . ,. M ...... to a•teb &Mtn. 

~~-----~--------· I "nt.r e 1s no quiet pl ace i~ the white -ft's . I 
c i ties. Mo pJ.a ee to hear tbe leavea of M L--LI- ""'~ 

I 
apdna , or the ruatl• of insect wtnas . Jut ;e ... ,...., "~•UIIIIIIII•RII I 
,-mapa bcu uae I - aa,.a• and do no~ under-
s tand - the c latte r only e.- to lnsu1 t the 

I 
ears . And- wt.t la t here t o life if a man I , 
unl'ot hear the lovely cry o f the wh.ippool'-
vill or the a,rl'88nts o f the frog a r ound tbe 
oond at .Ught. 

I f•The wbitu , too, shall s-u- perha~ s ooner I 
than other tribes . Continue to contaminate 
your bed and you will one nl&h t suffocate i n 

I 
your own waste . When the buffalo are all I 
alaughtered, the wi l d hora es all ~d, t he 
aecret corners of t he for eat heavy with t he 
s ce nt of many men, and t he v iew of the r i pe 

I 
hills blo tted by tal king.-wirea . Whereia t he I 
t hicket? Cone . Where is the eagle? Cone . 
And wha t i s i t to s a y goodbye t o the swif t 

I 
a nd the hunt , t he end o f li vlng arv! beginnina I 
of surviva l . " -- Sea l th , Chief o f t he 
Dula ntsh Tribe, Washington • 

1
1 

Joln <he WEST V!RCl NIA KlCHIAIO>S 0005£11VAJICY ·~ 
All ~bershlp ca tego r 1u inc l ude a one 
year subs c r i ,tl on t o TKE HICKLABDS VOI CE . I 

I $ 5 . 00 lndlvidual re~lar 

$10 . 00 individual a s sociate 

I 
I 
I. 
I 

S25 . 00 indi vidual sus t aining 

5 20. 00 o raani&etional r egular 

5 30 . 00 o r p nlzational associK<' 

SSO . OO o rpn lZftlonal sust.alni ._ 

• 
Make chec ks paya ble to TM£ WEST VliCliiiA 
Hl CKIANDS CONSEilVAIICY. Mall .....,_nh lp fOftl 
and dues t o : Carol yn ltillorawa. l'tellbitna.lp 
Cha_l f'11111n,6 202Dl vislon load, HunCinaton , W 
2S70S. . 
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