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B Hills Creek Area Threatened by Recreational Dam

by Pete Haver

e On FPebrusry 19th, 1974, the US Forest
i Service released u' D‘r‘!: tnviroannnnl
Eagle Lake

Statement on the proposed
mtol'::l developments on

County.
s dam on one of Pocahon-
wildest and most nificant
fects of
lake will ge the ancient
Pocahontas Trail by mrﬁ over 1000 feet
route. s is the second

time that Forest Service apathywould ignore
sway another section of one of the ancient
foot-trafls of the East. The Sierra Club
book, CLEARCUT, lains some of the initial
e damage to the trail, where ".,.there is a
g re clearcut jut over the hill at a
uud Hunter's Run. Too bad lbcmt
< 's Run, In cutting downall the trees,
mﬂn obliterated part of the Pocahontas
an honest-to-goodness Indian Trail
that got its start about the time Columbus
was hunting & for America. The Forest
Service says it's sorry about that.”

Davis Power Project
Hearings Begin

by Dave Elkinton

Hearings on the proposed Davis Power Pro-
joulnwc:nmg in Parsons, the
county seat, March 1974 before an ad-

trative law M! of the Federal Power
R on. Most testimony was from local

The March 28, 1974 edition of the Elkins
" INTERMOUNTAIN carried an advertisement which
it revi es an oldcrisis for trout fishing, hik-
. ing and whitewater enthusiasts. The S.s
"Jo=" m sm company has applied
'nit on Hewett Fork of

t River.
y

Count
the headwmters of Back Fork. It is four
mile mmhm-umm strip

ration occur tluu?.ﬂ Bi
crip ' M 11 nec -ﬂclln um.n"h!ornig
s ult into Back

with silt for up to two years during
construction, and perhaps somewhat after-
wards., Once the dam is built, it will be
iven preference over the famed falls during
ow water. Too bad about that, too? The

Spring Board Mcohng

The Spring Board Meeting of the Wes
ginia Highlands Conservancy will
Sunday, April 28 at the Skiers'
Canaan Valley State Park at 1:0
Valley State Park is three ni

Davis, Tucker County, on Route I
There are nearly twenty [tems for di

sion on the agenda, chief

the DAvis Power Project which (s pro

among  them

for Canaan Valley. Members and direc
who are unfamiliar with Canaan Valley wil
have the opportunity to explore Canaan
their leisure during the weekend.

The dining room at the Canaan Valle
Area will be open on the J8th.

The board meeting is open to the genera
membership of the Conservancy.

residents who favored the project. They
pointed out the need for increased taxes to
support the schools and general county serv-
ices. Very little attention was expressed
about the envirommental effects of the pro-
ject, and the few conservationists who op-
posed the project were booed and subjected
to u‘lfriﬂﬂly remarks. At one point, the

#Pleasg turn to Page §

‘Back Fork of Elk Threatened Again

of Back Fork at the time of the Blg Run op-
eration concluded that no stripping should
be allowed on the Back Fork watershed. The

report was i ed by the DNR hierarchy, and
several permits were routinely approved,
The Burford ¢ n; which has applied for
the permit on ll-u-! ork is responsible for
scalping Elk Mountain near Monterville, and
clﬂﬂ vtlibl. fromRoute 15 four miles west
of Val Head, Burford has been mucking

Elk River headwaters for about
thl.t years, but the Hewett Fork applica-
tion is its first trespass onto the Back
Fork watershed.

The Mewett Fork application threatens to
be the worst yet for the silt-plagued Back

#Ploase turn to Puge §
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The lake will also damage the nationally Falls are significant enough to have a full
famous Falls of Hills Creek, West Virginia's ge color photoof them in the new National
h:zhest surface falls, causing them to run eographic Em‘;l« on American Wilderness, No

telling what all that silt will do to the
near-wilderness gorge of Hills Creek for
the mile or two Eolow the falls...strange
how Pocahontas Counties popular trout stream
will be sacrificed to build an ertificial
trout lake. But then, whats a couple of
miles of native brook trout habitat? Isn't
it about time that a census of remaining
native brook trout inthe Highlands be made?
Hills Creek is one of the last such places.

The site of thedam {tself will eliminace
over 50 acres of wildlife habitat and forest,
a beautiful clear-water stretc hcfmlnderlng
tree<lined stream, overhung with large ever-
greens and mgnif!cont in its own right, A
rrftct spot to enjoy an anclient Indian
rail.

But PROGRESS 1is our most important pro-
duct, so0 & 4 millionof our tax dollars will
turn all this into a beautiful shallow lake,
for fishing and swimming. Funny how they
wvant to develop a cold water lake as trout
habitat, and then call (t a swimming lake
too. Seems like one { those uses might
just not complement the other, You'd think
that they never learned a thing from Summit
Lake, just a few miles away. That used to
be a native brook trout stream top. Now the
hatchéry truck has to make regular runs dur-
ing the height of the season to pump fish
in faster than they can be pulled back out

#*Please turn to Page ¢

House Holds Wilderness
Hearings Aprll 2

Dave Elkinton

Hearings on the Eastern Wilderness Areas
Act, H.R, 13455 and related bills were held
April I, 1974 In Washington, Representa-
tives of the Highlands Conservancy, President
David Elkinton, and Wilderness Chairperson,
Helen McGinnis appeared and of fered testimony
to be Included in the record. Forty-four

rsons were slated to speak, but only about

1f were heard due to t several recesses
for floor votes by the members of the sub-
commi ttee,

The hearing began with support of this
legislation voliced by three Congressmen, in-
cluding West Virginia's Ken Hechler who
strongly favored the four E r\sed areas in
West Virginia. These are Dol Sods, Otter
Creek, Cranberry, and Laurel Fork, all lo-
cated in the Monongahela National Forest,
Congressman Harley O, Staggers was not pres-
ent, although he reviously introduced
a bill calling for wilderness prederation
of these areas, H.R. 4,

*Ploase mrs to Page §



Guest Editorial

There is no easy way out.

People all over the world have had to
react to a sudden change in the price and
availability of energy and it has been one
big headache,

As of now (February 6) no one knows or
is even willing to predict the future,
Rationing has been lifted in Holland, Sweden
and several other countries which had im-
posed sucha system, but long lines of panic
stricken citizens at the p s and the in-
dependent truckers strike combine to dampen

any enthusiasm that might be generated in
this part of the world. Three things now
seem certain: (1) it is possible to ex-

haust conventional ener%y sources, (2) en-
ergy consumption is doubling every 10 years
and (3) the shortage of natural resources
may be the prime factor in limiting the
world's population and future industrial
societies. Thus, the following facts se-
lected from our files may be of interest as
you nttenYr. to predict t future.

One-half of all the petroleum used wup
to 1969 (worldwide) was utilized in the 10
years from 1959 to 1969.

There are disputes about reserves, but
unless the doubling time of 10 years is re-
duced, even an B-fold increase in rescurces
would last only 30 more years.

Overlook

This month we are overlooking a ski slope
from high on our perch going up the mountain
on @ ski 1ift. No, we are not going to of-
fer another harangue about Snowshoe. After
all we have recently been assured in these
pages by an apologist for the DNR that Snow-
shoe will be one of the greatest things that
ever ha ed to Pocahontas County, that we
have nothing to fear, and that we have been
boorish In criticizing it. Fair enough -
this column will not mention Snowshoe again.
This month.

Instead, this will depl with another ski
resort witha similar name , Snowhird, located
in Utah's Wasatch Mountains. Actually this

fvme mipht hetter be viewed as 4 book re-
part or, more accurately,
as it is based on an article appearing in
the March 1974 issue of AUDUBON and written
oy Jack Mopes, Mr, Hope has doné an i{nterest-
ing job of on-the-slope reporting about this
multimillion dollar tourist mecca. Appar-
entiy It is & *lovely place-miles of ski
trails have been carved out of the Forest
Service's holdings; condominiums have been
nestled in the mountain side; new roads have
been bullt to haul the hordes of weekend
skiers in to do thair thing.

Snowbird iserunby former skier Ted John-
son an'® Texas mwilllonaire, Dick Bass, who
is noted for building such empires at dif-
ferent places in the west, Snowbird caters
Lo & wealthy outdoorsman, one who wears at
least $500 worth of gear before even think-
ing of assaulting the slopes. The cheapest
single goes for $34 a night while most of
the rooms are really sultes and rent for
§% & night, or about the weekly take-home
pay of far too many West Virginians, The
condominiuns thll’.ngl\. received so such ac-
claim go anywhere from $29,000 to $90,000.
The cost is made up by sub-leasing them to
other skiers and summer tourists, the bal-
ance belng written off as a tax loss,

The developers have taken gresr care is
preventing ecolagical desage to the nearby
“atershads, the ones that Salt Lake City
R'rulllv de poruls for its water suppliy.

developers poi with pride ot the

B TolEm iwjpars

Enrgy Crisis Is Ail. HMI&.

by Gus A. Douglass

W. Va. Commissioner of Agriculture

In the United States, we apparently have
the following rescurces:
Natural Gas......c.ouvseesccsessll years
Petroleud. .. .cave=s:512 zanrs, including
Alaskian North Slope
Uranium..ccecessnsncsncansasasss20 years
CoBlicuiapnanssccncssanaasassses?00 years
~04il Shale.,.? Technology not yet certain
" In the world, the following reserves are
thought to be present:

~ Natural gas & petroleum......64-70 years

PranitMessvorrsvsnene cssasesnsesI0 years

CORlB.vccennsarsesssesenenaaness300 years

It takes at least 7 years to find, develop
and market major new oil and gas discover-
ies,

The oceans probably can not absorb addi-
tional pollutants without reducing food
supplies; so hasty unregulated drilling and
5himng may react adveérsely.

greatest natural gas reserves, near-
ly one-third of the total, are in Siberia.
Nearly one-half of the world's oil is located
under the Arabian Peninsula.

Coal furnishes 88% of this nation's ener-
BY.

Our western oil shales contain as much,
oil as we originally had in petroleum. They

Snowshoe

dug sewer lines, the groves of trees that
have been spared, the buried power lines,
etc. FACT: the coliform counts (fecal
‘bacteria) of the nearby rivers have risen
14% since develo t Lg.n and it is pre-
dicted that at t present rate, Cthe water
will be unusable for public consumption by
1980. The article did not mention t will
happen to the trout well before that not too
distant date.

Actually, the Snowbird developers are
operating at a loss and feel that the only
way they can make a profit is to build more
trails, more ski shops, more condominiums.
But this will cause a greater influx of peo-

le than now exists and it s & sad, but
fological fact of life, that each one of
them hes @ rear end that periodically re-
quires attention. The developers tried In-
stitving = Taine svaten to cut down the
traffic, but ’ou?‘l can afforae severai
hundred dollavs for toys and $66 a night
suites aren't about to be crammed into buses
as the developers sadly learned. These
people drive Yerraris and the Iike and aren’t
about to leave them at home.

The developers want to expand Into #-
nother nearby canyon, one being proposed by
locsl conservation groups as part of & new
wilderness system. When asked why they are
opposed to wi iderness protection, the devel-
opers answer that skiing tends Lo concen-
JLrate recreationists (n a smaller space and

besides, what the hell, that canyon isn't
really a wilderness ¥, what with the
area ing mined heavily during the nine-

teenth century and all, Cheers from the
local chapter of the U.S. Forest Service.

Mr. Hope artfully punctures each inflated
balloon raised. He points out thet if you
create ski rasorts, you create skiers; If
you build wi- trails you create
snowmobd lers; but (f muu‘bluhullm

gmtlu. create wilderness-lovers.
which of people do less herm tu the
count ryside’

st e e 2t
e v.::ﬁd i iderness

o . and we've heve,” Says the ogre.

could yield 25-40 gallons of synthetic oil
per ton of shale, although the avai lability
of water may be a limiting factor im their
development .,

Trucks, as compared with railroads, are
inefficient when compared on the basis of

mrTy used ten miles and airplanes are
vast less inefficient than are trucks.
Unless large new reserves are located,

this country may have to develap zéro per

capita power growth to go along with our
present zero ation growth.
There are, of course, thousands of ways

to save. About 407 of the petroleum is used
as gasoline; so some of these would include
cars of less than a ton in weight, no power
:{o::tu-tlc mr&nt;ﬂm air condltloni.ngE
r sfud 5, & a great

ste:l be :od rldul'tirn. . e

§ to farming, energy and equipment short-
ages are alrndy’cuttirg into c?:glmrau
farming operations. Consequently, more and
more small farms, perhaps highly unmechant zed
farms, may piay a role in our future,

This country thrives on crises and a
strong impartial leadership may develop to
pull us through once again. After all, it

wasn't too many years ago that we faced the
great whale oil crisis.

By Bob Burrell

"Putting up one more lodge isn't going to
ruin anything. This was a mining area. 1
was ruined before we got here. And [ say,
it's gonna he somewhere, so why not lec
it happen here where it's ruined alrndr“
The man says lock at land prices, One-t ird

of an acre went for $3,500 five years i
and now the same pr::rty s for $25,000.
The man didn't say t to the

people who were native to the area, what
to thelr way of life, their land, or*
their economic livelihood.

As a skier himself, points ocut that
the end to skiing itself (s the development
of technique so why locate plazas dedicated
to the improvement of athletic technique i(n
areas of incomparable, but delicate scenic
surround{ngs? “Further, just what contri-
bution does downbiil skiing really make to
public recreation? A comsplcuous aspect of

TIPS ab s e P = e SNEY SOE. W
ond 10tes, sooanicaity weil oft i hive
access toan & ¢ of other recreational
opportunities, Ski resorts are simply too
ive for low-income famll|es, vhose rec-
reational opportunities are alreedy severely
limited, Rather than building more ski re-
sorts, a more judicious use of land would
be to encourage less expensive forms of out-
récreation - hiking, cross-country ski-

ing, smhot? (sorry, 1 said 1 wasn't go-
ing to mention i{t), winter camping. These
are also the forms of recreation that do
least damage to our natural ngs
l-r winds up his article y with,
“Finally, there is nothing in a heated out-
door pool, a helicopter Mfﬂ% ser ice,
a fancy Mtr. or a §66 room en~
courages humility or respect either toward

et % veskac & piace SehL
the f the mouncaine viii be lepped

o
to 1de you with entertal .
874, it “thﬁ
T : . but it i
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The Readers’ Voice

Editor, Highlands Voice
Dear Sir:

The fact that there is so much beautiful
land and couatryside still left fnWest Vir-
nia is surprising - that s becsuse if
t nrg:?'s Senators Byrd and hndolrh
were the ding factors, {t certdinly would

v o 4
amazing it is that West Virginia has
two senators who represent a state with the
last reservoir of large untrammeled natural
beauty and unspoiled countryside. Because,
Senators Byrd and Randolph have consistent-
ly voted for every destructive project s
ported by contractors, the Corps of Engi -
neers, big power companies, gas companies,
steel interests In Pennsylvania, and so
forth, that every out of state interest has
ever or desired. :
5 Randolph recently opposed all a-
mendments to the Senate Rivers and Harbors
bill (afavorite bill of the Corps of Engi-
neers and their contractor friends) to make
it possible for communities opposing such
projects to get a fairer shake. Both Sen-

Clunmlu

and the Sawmill Operator

by Gordon T. Hamrick

The October 1973 issue of the Voice car-
ried an article outlining ecologiTel objec-
tions to the practice of clearcutting. It
is now time that we take a look at clear-
cutting from the wvi int of the sawmill
operator and contract timber cutter.

Confrontations thus far have pitted the
Forest Service (clearcutting) agsinst envi-
ronmentalists (anti-clearcutting or selective
cutting). Sawmill mntou have, of nec -
essity, sided with Forest Service; yer,
talks with sawmill operators indicate they
dislike clearcutting every bit as much as
do ecologists. Thelr reasons, of course,
are different; » we have two interested
parties who s d be supporting each other
on differnet sides of the controversy.

Mill operators say, justifiably, thac
clearcutting is expensive {n that the cost
of clearcutting an area must be considered
when btddiz. on Forest Service contracts.
And -- a timbering operation {s not the safe
de le thi that a pulpwood operation
u?.'."ll’:?l can'l:ngndsc a twtnnd of timber and
come up with an exact estimate of what the
final tally will be; vou can't assess the
quality ant quantity ol the timber until you
cut the trees down and saw them into logs.
A team of careful and knowledgeable men can
do a successful job 1in a stand of inferior
timber, whereas a bunch of hackers would make
a dismal fallureof it. Furthermore, timber
operations are highly speculative proposi-

mill " dealing with &
speculative market, 'l-lo his varieble costs
mahed higher by the cost of elmﬂll‘.

Lol FEReewl ZloTO

the ¢
timber that could be aveilsble (n ten,
re

fi w—c{ years hance, providing the
wrea -.nuct vely wz.:uu.d. .
Sawmili opersiors & Tun up sgainst
another problem, in that the annual rate of
rm of timber has not led ta-
lons . In former years, rmers th,
Jones, Browm, M «y Maintained a woodlot
or woodlots ch the mill operators
could secure anadditional quantity of timber
to supplement timber from thelr own holdings.
However, in recent years, farmers have h‘.‘
sel out u-.bl-‘ Tate to gut-of-
uo‘t‘l‘g:n want the Tarms &% vacation
homes . BEW ownErs are not interested
thelir surplus tisber; thus, this
: available to the mill

claarvcutting v selective

R

ators from West Virginia
ment eliminating
1 have

Virginia's magnificent New River.
forget that Senator Randoloh
of strip mining's most vocal
te the fact that it has been
aone can never re-
caused by strip mining, no
money you spend
many streams and hillsides
nia bear thelr mute testimony

Virginians
up that most of their elected
in Congress,
man Heckler, and

ed an amend-

adverse effect on West

cally that
::m how muc
of lh.: Vi

on the area

golng to wake
representatives
with the exception of Congress-
Bood many of their dele-
gates and states senators are controlled and
vote according to the desires of the out of
state exploiters.
that some of the strip miners appr
and tried to stri

forget the time

my coal land,
in some of
hiest . areas of the city?

West Virginians have got to stop electing

people because they send them & Christmas

card or kiss a new baby or attend the local
fire department,

fund ralser by the

tweRly yRars or |less,
Using Doyle's Scale -~ 1t
Of the NaTowows omee i)
of the ssaller end,
four; square one - fourth the remainder and
wultiply by the |
wOTk out sometbh g
inches In diameter at the butt will
inches at the smaller end,
ract four (from the elght) and you get
four; one-fourthof four is one; one s
is one; one multiplied by the length of the
log - eight, ten, or twelve feet « will glve
or twelve board feet for thet
The same tree, if permitted to stand,
would, using @ one-fourth Loch annual growth
incresse ord (nch (n digseter sach
Thus, twenty ysars hence, the
sactely 17 Inches in
ovide # sixteen foot
oot and an eight foor
igure of 12
smalleor end
12 - & =05
& m I8 « 84 honr feet,
yiald of a stigle 1

Y
in-l.:au
e

=S

the damster
th in feet ) --

ibly eight

four geacs,
tree would

dismeter
E:."ztn & rather nﬂ.tn

Virginians have got to start e
records of Congressmen like Staggers, who
consistently vote with out of state cosl end
steel interests and against the interests of
their own conatituents and judge them on that
basis. Unfortunately, it is tough for a man
who (s st 11 to stay alive towatch the
voting records of his Congressmen on the
fssues that are important to him. Unfortu-
nately, West Virginia's newspapers do very
little to print the critical g:eu concern-
ing its elected representatives, [ suppose,
of course, because of fear of discrimination
against them (n their advertising columns,
The latest political boondoggle being sold
to West Virginians are the variows
programs. West Virginians, wvho have one
the worst road systems in the world, badly

needs every ceat which (it is » on
highways, to be spent on the of
local roads - not on useless interstate

highways or programs which bulld large high-
srcd roadways crashing through the center
of thelir state for the benefit of contrac~
tors, road engineers, and interstate truck-
ing companies,

Amazingly, West Virginians have approved
the recent Klghu ing bill which devote
most of thelr hi y money for the bemefit

of roads to be It to the standards of
those who live outside the state, I::unlly,
once again, West Virginia's elected repre-
l.ntlf.r:tq in Congress heavily lqrrtd
such projects despite the adverse effects
upon the state in the long run,

Thomas Ward
B4B W, 36th Street
Baltimore, MD 21211

wood «= and the mill operators must wailt
another forty years or so for the tisler to
reath saturity,

The Forest Service, an s <axt Jf ful-e
Maxweil's decision prohibiting clearcutting
on the Monongahela National Forest, has de-

reed that a! fimber:ng wi il case as of
the end of 19/, Me. Troutl, B rvisor '
the Monongahe la Natilonal Forest, a4t & meet-
ing of Appalachian Hardwood Manufacturers,
I .. Iindicated that there was only s Limit -
od amonumt of timber on the MNF -- about elght
percent of all timber <« that woultl sest the
requi remenss  lald dowm by Juidge Mameel| ‘s
decision, There, the guestion lles: Can

the timber on the Monongahe Lla Ratlonal Forest
be selectively cut at a profic for the mifi

rator®

If there s a shortage of sarkstable
Cimber  now, consider what things will be
lihe twenty ofr lorty years [(rol now, when
the F'S completes clearcutting ! "he Natlion=
al Forsstr. How many respofsible weod pro-
dumts companies are clearcutling thelr a-
Creage! A great ol the lumber (ompanies
learmed a Mtt‘.‘: satan hen hey ‘lr:«;‘u
theltr screege 1 the sarly pare » -
contuly Bow all th:: can 40 iy SLE and A~
it (e e growth, new foresl lends are ne
l.-r- te b had at any .

itk Intell reasonlng on the

part of vie in Washingles ceuld
wave & Lot of probless (s the Tuture,
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The Conservancy and Land Use Planning by Laurie cameron

A A S X 2= T 2]

Traditional land wuse controls are not
lar in suburbla because nobady 1is
really a land owmer in & suburb, which is a
sort of herizontal condominium. Zoning
romises to maintain the Saturday-Evening-
Fu.t image of America by preventing mixture
of commercial, industrial and residential
uses, keeping out pour people and ultimately
limiting population. Sub-division controls

try to insure that new residents pay for new
facilities they require,
sewver and water.

such as streets,
Bul lding codes make houses

The Lesson of Elk Creek

The Ametrican it L ae was the first land
use planner on this mtinent ., For examp
he bulilt villages near water bait never in
the flood pla f rivers, That way he
could leave bl Lding t t he gver
The Indian » "M k at the mighty
water down there.’ ihe resident f Mar
ton says, "Well, guess | etter row af r
th' lawn fumiture. " the first e ] ement
of land use planning onsists in protecting
peuple from thel r own tupidity: 1t Is prag
tical wisdom,

"It tooka lot of nelp from @ lot of peo-
ple to get where we are today, but we have
just begun té fight. I hope to see the
battle against pollution won in Appalachia

and across the nation.”

Those words announce

the success of a
crusade begun by one man to save a small
reek in Harrison County from extinctieon.

The creek is Elk Creek, and the man is Sandy
DeMark.

Elk Creek 1s a meandering
land creek which begins 1in
and slides through some of the most devas-
tated land in West Virginia on its wav to
the West Fork River south of Clarksburg. It
has thirty-two tributaries, nearly all of
which have been bisected by strip mining or
undermined by deep mines.

Twenty-five years ago strip mining bepan
in the Elk Creek watershed; and before A
! . had passed Elk Creek had ceased to be
a living river. Instead (t was a sewer of
silt and mine acid, ocozing its way through
meadows and past rural homes where once it
had been a source of life for residents and
animals.

Writing in the

26 mile pasture
Barbour County

March issue of WONDERFUL

WEST VIRGINIA Jean Oliverio surveys what
has happened to Elk Creek since 1967 when
a Nutter Fort resident, Sandy DeMark, de-

cided that enough was enough.

DeMark organized the Harrison County and
Elk Creek Water Pollution Control Committee
in 1967. Seventeen people showed up for the
organizational meeting, and in a short time
this burgeoning group had collected more
than 10,000 signatures ona petition calling
for the resurrection of Elk Creek.

The Committee made little headway until
1971 when the Reclamation Division of the
Department of Natural Resources finally came
through with $100,000 to revegetate some of
the worst of the abandoned strip mines, Re-
vegetation was successful and a beginning
was made.

. The big killer of Elk Creek was mine acid,
and the DNR next turned {(ts attention to

this disease. The Division of Wildlife Re-
sources eventually succeeded in stocki the
creek with bass, and a measure otn?ife.
though tenuous, was restored to Elk Creeld
by the end of 1971,

In the meantime while the DNR was tackling
the pollution problems alrzady extant, the
Elk Creek Committee was concentrating on
educat:n§ the public to prevent further pol-
lution of the creek. The Committee received
a grant from the Enviromnmental Education
Act, and it raised some money on its owm.
With their financial resources the Conmittee
sponsored public seminars, including one for
'school teachers, and tours of Elk Creek,

DeMark meanwhile conceived a plan to re-
duce acid drainage fromabandoned deep mines
on Elk Creek. The U.S. Enviromnmental Pro-
tection Agency and the DNR Water Resources
Division bought his glan and together they
appropriated §641,114 to financethepro ject.
To date the project has reduced acid flow
into the creek by 60 percent,

Another problemwhich constantly bedevils
West Virginia streams - trash - was solved
when the Harrison County Court authortized
the Neighborhood Youth Corps to clean up the
stream during the summer of 1971.

Thus, Elk Creek lives., It has cost nearly
$1 million to revive it, and countless man-
hours have been loyed inits resurrection.
But DeMark and the Elk Creek Committee has
no time to rest on its laurels. T the
Committee constantly monitors Elk C for
pollution, and it has been successful on
several occasions in locating sources of new
pollution of the creek. The pollution was

stomd and fines were levied,

Elk Creek Water Pollution Control
Committee has demonstratad to the nation
that concerned citizens can .correct severe
environmental problems given motivation,
desire and energy. But DeMark's words "we

have just begun to fight,”-should serve as -

a warning to all that pollution and ﬁh
luters can best be stopped before they have
the opportunity to begin. Preservation of

the world lies in etermal vigilance. - 2

look more or less alike and provide vork for
local tradesmen, Neither zoning nor bulld-
ing codes are of much use for fon
of the highlands. A 2oning map of the

lands would have to contain some inceresting
new classifications: fishing phetto, strip

mine.
3 ERa s R e T
The latest model of planning vehicle is
called comprehensive land use plamning.

Comprehensiveness implies some way to take
ewervihing into account which in turn im-
plies a big e planning area that “out-
side factors™ don't dictate every move,

The result is rcflml planning.

If regional plamning commissions really
had comprehensive autherity to plan land
wse, they would be good forums for people
to learn and express opinlons., But no re-
gional commission in West Virginia has
where near comprehensive authority.
vast ma jority of decislon making
sithor {n grivate hands or (n the offices
of "good ol boys"” in Charieston. Strengthe
ening vegional planning asutherity could be
s fruitful undertaking, although one with
calculated risks, the major ome being domi -
nation by the dream of economic development .,

LR s ¢

Mountainous reglons of Vermont and New
Hampshire, the SgﬂntdoQH and the Southern
Appalachians have already undergone the -
cess of development for private and pudblic
recreation that the highlands are on the
threshold of . There are reports of success-
ful moves i{n New England to ensure that the
‘alues people seek in the mountains are not
destroyed by the seekers, thelr developer
vanguard or commercial camp followers. The
Swiss appear to have been very successful in
staying quaint and primitive. If it could
be clearly documented that it is possible--
and preferable--to have development for
tourism and recreational use without damming
every stream and plastering trailers, shacks
and camps all thro the hills, that is
something that should be underfaken without
delay so&s to save as much as possible from
the ravages of privatismand the pork barrel.
The measures that would be necessary to ac-
complish such as end would have to have the
full and active s of at least the -
ernor and probably the legislature. g:t
means the matter gust be made a political
issue locally and statewide, i

i dededede ik

When heavy demand for land drives fﬂcn
to many times the original stable value, a
severe lem arises for local population
-- particularly farmers. Because taxes are
based on some percentage of assessed market
value, a farmer who had bunn&lnu $500 a
clr Ymporty tax suddenly fi s tax bill
hse risen to $2500 -- this is, if lnythiqf,
an understatement of the actual case. Final-
ly the farmer is left with no cholice other
than to sell to a speculator or developer.
Some states have enacted laws which
o 2 “OSits soiiey SUniiis. ghe So-
than the rest. s cy s re-
commendations of H: author of an
amazing book titled AND POVERTY.

r lies

]

.In this and other writings George develops

a theory that land is the only form of cap-
ital (source of wealth) which is not created
by man's labor. He proposes that the
tax lc}'ied sh:ld bemu land ang mt
tax reflect t earning T o

as determined by lic prtc « Thus land
with coal in it ch was not -Yu:tﬂ.ellly

y

Ty
radical a
most states would choose, but
o “u?‘ - i % £ m&“x:'mn
financia tion o .
since th.p:; lands derive their character
as much from their stewards as from geolgy

and climate.
e aad s s 2l

in thlu f?mnlblt Wm““ "‘:'
ions will almost exclusively govern devel-
s privately owned land in the high-
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HECHLER BLASTS EPA

WASHINCTON-~"After months of (oot dragging

and rpr shuffling, the Enviromments| Pro-

tectlion Agency must get moving to Stop the

coal mining p llution of Shavers Fork™, Con-

znuua Ken Hechler sald ina letter to EPA
inistrator Russell Train,

“It is @ disgrace that EPA has not taken

action against coal operators al Shavers
Fork. 1 wrote to last July nding
that they enforce the 1972 Water Pollution
Control Act -~ only bureaucratic fumbling

has resulted,” sald Hechler,
"EPA should follow the fine example set
by the West Virginia Division of Rec lamstion

which recently rejocted an application by
the Lang Brothers Coal Company to strip mine
along Shavers Fork. Instead, EPA has not
even bean abie to serve notice on Camble,
Coal Company for mini slong Fish Hatchery
Run since December wit L applying for the
required NPDES permit,” Rep. Hechler stated.

The 197 Federal Water Pollution Act re-

ires all coal mines and Industries toapply
Kr an NPDES pevmit before they can H -
charge any waste waters into streams. After
application is made EPA is rvequired to
drafo iee ® lfyln. the guality of the
water that may discharged into & stream,

1 ;o8 . £t or wi il treat the
water dis ary ’ Wl It meets the stand-

ards f the - e e t he Wpany wust ©ease
pmrat|)

1 4 ) n o ! peratled A deep nlne
near Glady a € MVET R Fork throug last
fall ard sad Tor the winter. TA ) ap-
Miled for the NPDi pereit, but to date

& NOT dralted a permit for the operation,
The Divisi 1 Hec lamat ion has rec -
nized the (mportance i protecting ta.
beautiful trout stream it's Lime ra
xu Up and did fte Job," Hechler conclud-

photo by Bob Burrell

High Falls of Cheat, Shavers Fork. A prime example of pristine mountoin beauty
constantly being threatened by mining, logging and roadbuilding.

The Trouble with Sutton Dam

by Gordon T. Hamrick

The lower Elk River, since construction
of the Sutton Dam and subsequent filling of
the reservoir, has experienced ma jor silta-
tion and turbidity problems. Quite aside
from the property damage, fishing has suf-
fered a major blow because turbidity kills
fish by clogging their gill filaments with
sile, thereby causing carbon dioxide reten-
tion and/or anoxemia. #

The U. S. Atmy Corps of Engineers
that & multi - level water release system
(which will cost upward of three million
dollars ) will, when installed in the dam,
improve conditions downstream.

Just how effective & multi-level release
system can be remains to be seen. A stream
carries material in threeways ;W
1 -- sediment supported by -l

s 88 bed load -- material too large to be
suppo "the water and which is carried,
in part, by other sediments, and as a dis-
solved == loris that are a part of Che
water with it.

The dissolved load, as part of the water,
is- Ml consideration in an
article such as .thtbdlud,eo:

This leaves the sus ed load which, un-
fortunately, conslsts ol the wash load --
clay parl:l.l:ics so fine that they mey remain
in suspension almost indefinitely -- and the
%rd turbidity current load -- silt part-
c carr upward and 8 rted by tur-
bulence created by ler:tttu in the
stream bed, The latter may be dropped from
suspension L f there are no dity currents
in the stream or body of water.

And, what is the relevance of this to the

Sutton Danm lems? rologists tell us
that in a stationa of water, the
surface is warmed by the sum. It there is
a turnover of water -- the denser colder wa-

ters of the bottom coming to the top, tur-
bidity currents will be created. ff there
is no turnover of water, stratification
caused by the different densities of water
will dtvelor.

The Elk River is a mountain - born stream
and tends to be cold -- much colder than the
surface waters of the Sutton Reservoir.
Therefore, where the Elk River enters the
reservoir, the stream current will slide
under the warm surface water. The current
will flow along the bottom of the reservoir,
creating turbulence currents in the uncon-
solidated silts, or, 1f the waters of the
bottom of the reservolr are colder than the
current, the current may flow between two
layers of water of differing densities. 1In
either case, this spells trouble for the

msulti - level release outlets,
f the current flows along the reservoir
floor, it will pick additional materiasl
from the floor; !t:ao- between two lay-

still

will

ers of differing densities, it
retaln the load of suspended material with
which {t entered the reservolir. In either
case, the current flow will be sufficlently
strong s reach the dam base and flow up-
ward To the level of the water outlets,
History records that in the 1930's, when
Hoover Dam was bullt and Lake Mead was only
half-full of relatively clear impounded wa-
ter, water outlets some 200 feet above the

base of the dam discharged silt-laden water.
At this time, the Colorado River entered
Lake Mead some 100 miles upstream from the
dam. Water samples fromthe lake bottom and
data on currents from a flowmeter revealed
that muddy water was coursing over the front
of the deita and flowing the full length of
the reservoir, At the dam, the turbidity
currents still had sufficlent energy to boll
up to the outlets, some 200 feet away.

Sutton Reservoir (s not Lake Mead, and
the Elk River is not the water-carrying ve-
hicle that {s the Colorado River, Neverthe-
less, a comparison of the two, based on re-
lative size, Indicates that turbidity cur-
rents are quite likely to develop in the
Sutton Reservoir. Therefore, one can assume
that the multi~level outlets will do little
to eliminate turbidity problems below the
dam. Theywill eliminate the silt draw-down
currently caused by bottom-release ocutlets,
but may, at the samé time, hasten the silt-
II"-T of the reservoir. And the fish, 1(f
any still exist below the dam, are going to
continue to face turbid weters.
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1. PLANNING IN WEST VIRGINIA. ast issue
(October) we promised an art le on Yogi-
Bear Jellystone Park, whe advertising
blanketed the “aushington and Baltimore news-
papers throug! the summer. In November, we
made a trip to West Virginia to look at
Yogi-Bear, talk to local citizens and offi

cials, and get a little background on the
planning situation in West Virginia. As
Back Fork

Continued from Page 1
Fork. The map submitted by Burford showing

the area to be stripped encompasses the en-
tire left fork of Hewett Fork. Hewett Fork
is a narrow stream, confined to adeepgully,
which drops one thousand feet in elevation
during its three and one-half mile long rush
from the top of Foint Mountain into Back
Fork. The geft fork alone drops five hund-
red feet over the mile of its length until
it joins the right fork.

Jue to the steepness of the terrain and
the heavy raintall tn the area, the heaviest
in the state according to the W.Va. Geologi-

prologue to Yogi-Bear, a few
West Virginia are in order,

YOGI BEAR JELLYSTONE

lines about

. Although Wash-

ington County, Md., across the river, recent-

ly adopted a zoning system that put large

tracts of land along the Potomac and the C
& O Canal National Park into "Conservation'’
zones, the situation in

West Virginia is
none of the counties along the

less happy:

cai Survey, it appears that heavy siltation
of Back Fork cannot be prevented if the Hew-
ett Fork operation begins. Placing the en-
tire left fork of Hewett Fork in a culvert
may solve the situation. Any other altern-
ative is equally ludicrous with one excep-
tion - the DNR could exercise its legal right
and deny the application, ;
Those who wish to communicate their dis-
gust with the application and urge its de-
nial may write to DNR Director.I¥a S. Lati-
mer, Room 322, 1800 Washington St. Ees
Charleston, WV 25305. Refer to SMA-1098 in
all cnrresEondence to the DNR concerning the
Hewett Fork strip application. Written com-

ments and complaints will be accepted
April 27. e o simpas

photo by R. Ho'rdwcly

Stripping on Big Run, Back Fork of Elk, 1971.

Hills Creek

Continued from Page 1

lined with " fishermen.," Eagle
Lake will be shallow tooy and eutrophia is
a murkv possibility here. Eagle Lake is
supposed to relieve the congestion of places
like Summit iake. Any bets that it won't
just attract that many more people as to
merely Create more congestion?

Then there's the ¢old Prison Campsite,
just a mile or so upstream from the nation-
ally significant and very fragile Cranberry
Glades Botanical Area. Is that worth en-
dangering with a rush of traffic from a big
campground? Is that campground justifiable
when a new 100 unit camping area is being
installed nearby where it ought to be:
Watoga State Park? Will the campground re-
ieve congestion or only aggravate it?

Very recently camping had to be limited
along the Cranberry River in Che Backcountry
due to overuse, Won't the presence of yet
another campground irritate rather than re-
lieve the problem? What will the effects
be on the proposed Wilderness area? On the
wild turkey and bear breeding habitat? Does
any development at all belong on the wild
Forest Service lands along Rt. 39 and the
Scenic Highway? 1Isn’t this threatening the
scenery that people come to see? It is re-
markable,..no, frightening, that the Forest
Service listed one of the big advantages of

by a shore

the dam as an added "visual variety ina con-
tinuous forested area.” Isn't the continuous
forested area what the National Forest i{s all
about? Must every area that is :vuct ana un-
spoiled be eventually "developed" so th.n": our
uFban masses can enjoy "visual variety" when
they leave the awesome variety of the citled
to enjoy the solitude and peace of the forest?
Is that multiple use? :

The effects on the downstreampriiate lands
along Hills Creek, all theway to its terminus
at the Sinks (known to speleclogists as
Hills Creek and Bruffey Treek caves) has
been completely ignored in the impact staCe-
ment. They could be profound. 1 wonder how
they'll brush that off. }

It is hoped that a public hearing on the
coming. With short notification and dubious
interest, the Forest Service quietly invited
a few local citizens to a public meeting on

. April 9th, too late to report on for this
article. Unless enough negative input is
conjured up before the April 19th deadline
for pDraft EIS changes, there will be mo
public hearings before the final EIS. Hope-
fully the Conservancy, Pocahontas Izmac
Walton League, other organizations and K:i—
vate citizens will respond in time to it
this madness. A more ‘cwplete and up to
date report will followina future issue of
the Voice. Meanwhile, your opinions and
views on the matter should be submitted to
Al Troutt, Supervisor, ‘Monongahela Natiomal
Forest, Elkins, 26241, and to your Senators
and Congressmen. With a lot' of luck and
even more work, the integrity of one of the
Jlast wild areas in Pocahontas County catlt be
maintained from the threats of tasteless
development. .

- veported
appears a

Potomac have zoning, and the Appalachian
Regional Council, charged with drawing up a
comprehensive regional plan, cannot set land-
use policy.

Jefferson and Berkeley counties have made
the furthest strides: both have adopted
comprehensive land-use plans, and Jefferson
County has adopted sub-division regulations.
Berkeley County was slated to have hearings
on recently drawn sub-division regulations
in December, agpmal being up to the County
Court (as local goverrments are -called in
the W.Va. "panhandle'). Morgan County,
furthest west, recently hlre:‘a -planning
staff, and is beginning to draw up a lanc-
use plan.

We understand that Jefferson County is also
draving up & zoning text ordinance. Given
the crucial situation of Jefferson Countv at

+ the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah

Rivers, and dominating a scene that Thomas
Jefferson once called "one of the most stu-
Flndm.u scenes in nature,” we can only hope
o

r the sarly lccctgnnce of a zoning map---
that will protect both rivers, I:h:ghei:hts
around them, and the landscape around Ha
Ferry National Park ik o

‘Wilderness
Continued from Page |

Congressman John Melcher, the Chairman of
the Subcommittee on Public Lands, ‘presided
and appeared to take a strong interest in
eastern wilderness. He asked questions of
various witnesses, especially about highly
controversial areas in Indiana and New Eng-
land. Letters of support shoudl be addressed
to him, and sent within a month, to:

Hon. John Melcher, Chairman

Subcommittee of Public Lands

House Interior Committee

1324 h Buildi

Washington, D.C. 2051

Senate Action aela&:d

. Meanwhile, on the Senate side, the Agri-
culture Committee, to which the companion
bill, S. 316, was re-referred (see March
VOICE), did not take action at its meecin
April 3. Action will now be delayed unttf
after the Easter Recess, but environmental-

ists are ful that the bill will be voted
out of ¢ ttee at that time and thereafter
receive ssage in the Senate. Recently

West Virginia Senator Jennings Randolph re-
quested the Agriculture Committee to support
the bill, specifically wenti;ging the areas
in West Virginia that would included.
Letters !Ieged Immediately.

In a recent telephone converstaion,Pres-
ident Elkinton asked Congressman Staggers,
in whose district all four areas are locat-
ed, to support the pending legislation and
so testify at the House hearings. Congress-
man Staggers replied that he was plamning to
conduct a poll of his district to ascertain
the opinion of his constituents. Apparently
he is having second thoughts since he intro-
duced H.n.“gos& in suppert of wilderness
areas. Perhaps the lumber and coal inter-
ests have been able to persuade him these
areas are not worthy of wilderness protec-
tion.

West Virginia Highlands Conservancy mem-
bers and others interested in this issue
should write to c<m§ressun Stag~ers sup-
porting his past efforts to protect these
areas and asking his continued support. This
is especially important for those livimg in
Staggers' district. Write: - .

Hon, Harley O. Stagrer

Rdom 2366

Rayburn Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

The West Virginia Rl}hlands Conservancy
has conducted a steady effort to study areas
in West Virginia that qualify for wilderness
preservation. Although ‘this campaign has

O
resulted in various bills being introduced
in both houses of Congress over the past
five , this is the first time hearings
have held, and there have now been
hearings b{llmtll e Senate .::en’";:lg!
Representatives. we can get se s
to both houses fo?votug, there

chance fqr and per-

manent for these mul ar::s.

If thege bills are left in committee, the

entire process will need to be mrt::lnfz
£ ]

the new wd is slected next
% ‘t:“ more mfarnmu to achieve.

is
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— DISASTER OF

2. YOGI-BEAR JELLYSTONE PARK, CGiven a
beautiful 1 ndscape and few réstraints, it
was inevitacle that promoters would cash-in
on the Potomac, now that the Maryland
shore is tected the C & 0 Canal Na-
tional Park, what better place to turn than
a peninsula inWest Virginla, a stone's throw
from the junctionof two Interstate Mighways
and the rapidiv developing Martinsburg-
Hagerstown 'corridor'? And about 70 miles
'Ihr:l?:“r:f Ihfum ton, D. C.
In ring of 1972 we first read of Yogi-
Bear's 'Bn to build the ‘world's thisrd
largest campground' on a slackwater reach
of the Potomac (formed by old C & O Canal
dan‘:.'t). and across from thgohistoric Four
Locks area. Last spring, about 1,100 lots
were of fered for uunfaa' extensively pro-
moted in the Washington area, which is a
short r-p from Yogi-Bear via Interstate
Rtes, /0S5 and Bl. By fall, about %00 lots
had been sold,"most of them campsites for
trailers and recreational vehicles, going at
an average ce of about $3,800 for. lots
veraging about 40 x 60 feet, Visitors were
treated to a large plastic bear at the en-
trance, and invited to have their picture
snapped alongside Yogi-Bear andfor Boo Boo
Bear. :
Since the problems raised by Yogi-Bear Park
are going to have to be addressed all along
the Potomac, we skeétch them In some detail:

(1) THE RIVERSCAPE, If the Potomac is
,nlm to stay green and unspoiled (as it
s even today), means must be found to
buffer the south bank--by flood plain
zoning, easement or what not. Degradation
of one shore will mean the ruin of the
whole, including the C & O Canal.
(2) POWER BOATS. Except fora few reaches
of slackwater behind the old C & O Canal
dams, most of the wupper Potomac is un-
suitable for power boats. So stretches
like "Big Slackwater” (behind Dam #4),
and "Little Slackwater”, a seven mile
"lake” behind Dam #5 are under increased
ssure from water skiers and pleasure

ters. Accordi to local residents,
the noise and confusion were acute even
before Yogl-Bear, and werebeing compound-

ed anually. Given the size of Yogi-Bear,

life on "Little Slackwater" promises to
be an "adventure" for years to come,
Swimmers, canoceists and fishermen have
been virtually forced ocut to the slack-
waters duri the summer. Sald one res-
ident: '"We don't even go skiing...it's
too dangerous....we just don't go out."
Another man pointed out the real danger
of accidents: "A girl...not more Cchan
five or six feet off my dock got run over
by a skier--lucky she  just broke her
wrist.,”

Since the State of Maryland owns the Po-
tomac to the mean low water mark on the
south bank, Congressman Gude and members
of the € & 0 Canal Commission have asked
the State of Maryland to address the sit-
uation at Little Slackwater, and to s

the recreational uses and tential
the entire upper Potomac. ome ruoll
have suggested that a system of river
zones may be the only answer.

(3) STRUCTURES ON FLOOD PLAINS. At Yogi-
Bear, a nuymber of trailers were pa
along the flood plain, a potentially haz-
ardous situation--and one that raises
ticklish sanitation problems.

(4) SANITATION, How will sewage be dis-
posed of, and an uncontaminated water
supply made available forc 7 Septic
fields, especially in flood plains, will
create more problems than they solve. If
a central sewage treatment plantisbuilt,
who will run it? How efficient will it
be, where will it discha etc.?7 The
population density at Yogi-Bear will be
the valent of a small town. ;
(5) ION. Local residents have com-
plained of heavy run-off from Yogi-Bear;
and though an inspector did not Ffind a
mblu, on our visit we saw evidence of

vy erosion ontoa local road--snd from

there into the Potomac.
We think the following comments of local of-
ficials _mnt the
at Yogi t‘: el

ulations we fave in

yoflhllrtlﬂ
: "The only

Berkeley Count zz
the o th De-

THE POTOMAC

tage of the fact that we are 1 thare---
lt’:_n beautiful country, lﬂdﬂz'u wide

.” 1t was added that “there have been

when the sanitary facilities are completed).

Under a

banner
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headline RESORT DEVELOPERS

SEE BOON IN CAS CRUNCH, the writer explain-
ed: "there's good news for the real estate

skyrocket

in areas

options taken y somebody in New York City market in the energy crunch: recreational
on a 330 acre tract a half mile from Jelly- sales and visits to resorts near Washington
stond. " will pick up, not.go down. At least that 's
the word from insiders in the recreationa!

As a final note on Yogi-Bear: in November, real estate business here...'There's plenty
the West Virginia State Health Department of money around and ™ peaple aren’t gaing ¢
ordered Yogi-Bear to halt the occupancy of give up their vacations, ‘adds lohn

~ its campsites, citing the lack of central Busby, developer of Sea Harbor ¢ondominiw
water and sewage systems. Despite the as- 4@t Ocean City. "It's going to be a b
surance of Robert Cotton, vice president of Year...Instead of going to Florida and Nags
the First America Land Corporation(develop- Head, Washingtonlans are golng to eliminace
er of Yogi-Bear) that the State would lift those far away places and go to Ocean City,"
its ban (“éver thl;ls worked out.,.we found Since Ocean City Is 150 miles from Washing
West Virginia has capable, smart, but non- o0, @and Yogi Bear 70 miles, we're afraid
dictatorial beaurocrats”), the Health pe- that those of us whyp cherish the traditiona
?artuent stuck to its guns and refused to Fotomac riverscape are pgoing to have to 4

ift the anti-occupancy order. Only }2 more than cross our fingers,.

campsites, to be servea by a bathouse and The Evening Star article concluded with ar
temporary sewer system and septic field, appraisal of Mr. Richard Betters, himsel:
were excepted from the ruling (and these only @ real estate appraiser: "1 have seen value

of Western Maryland, ..

Since the order did not forbid

new sites, that
tion continues.

Will the "energy shortage' put a
present and future "“"Yogi-Bear's"

Potomac? An itemin the January 18 Washing-

part of Yogi-Bear's opera-

the SALE of and waterfront
rationing or the ilkely
crimp in prices will have a great
along the

ton Star seems to herald MORE Yogi-Bears. Md.
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Members

Take Notice

[

Dear Member (s):

For some time now there has been difficulrty
with the change-of-address factor inkeeping
straight the membership list and the Editor's
mailing list. A significant number of dues
notices and/or newsletters have
turned, with no possible way for me,
Editor, to track down those persons who have
moved and not informed us or left a forward-
ing address.
As membership chairman, [ am instituting a
new policy in regard to the number of dues
notices I will send in an attempt to trace
lost members. With the recent increase of
postage costs, I find that [ amonly costing
the organization needed funds by trying to
locate such members,
Therefore, I would ask you ... urge you ...
to let me know when you move in order that
my records will be straight and you will
continue to get news from us with no inter-
tion. As part 1

been re

T the

of my monthly duties, 1
inform the Editor, President and Treasurer
of all changes of address., In this way we
are all kept up-to-date on what (s hanen-
ing. 1 cannot ask you strongly enough to
let us know when your address changes ..,
for the convenience (and economy) of all
involved.
Also I would ask you to pay prompt attention
to your dues notices when they arrive. 1
am now sending two dues notices and a final
notice. That gives a member three months
in which to respond with his or her renewal
check. But, I would ask that if you do NOT
intend to renew that you write your inten-
tion on the back of the FIRST renewal notice
receive and send it back to me. That
would certainly aid me in my record keeping
and save me the TIME it takes to send addi-
tional notices, the MONEY it costs in post-
age to send two additional notices and the
savings on envelopes. If you do not intend
Lo renew it would take you very little time
to just jot that on the back of the renewal
slip and zip it back to me .... and would
certainly help me a great deal.
If any member, at any time, has any questions
regarding membership, please contact me.
It is the aim of our entire administrative
ngraff" of officers to keep our members
satisfied with the organizational proceedure,
1f you are not receiving your newsletter,
let me hear about it. 1 amin frequent touch
with our Editor, informing him of new mem-
bers, etc. and in this way we could better

serve you. So, let us hear from you.
Thank you for your future assistance in
these matters.

Carolyn R. Killoran, Membership Secretary

lands throughout the state.,
It appears to.me that neither the predicte

ffiplll'lg of ga

effect

Z U NER NN
/

on deman

for these recreational properties.,"
Reprinted fram THE VALLEY NEWS, Che:y Chase.
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BOOKS
Life and Death in the Woods

Thrilled by the mysteries of the various
forms of life she encounters

P1ICRIM AT TIMKER CREEK, .the first book
by poet Annie Dillard, is in fact
11 wrought account of the author’s

{ discovery--discovery of the things
atu and of her own mind as she gains
snding of the import the process-

mgnan thought and expe-

\asve on

another

author, Stephen Craham,
“And as you sit on the

Miss Dillard writes,

hillside, or lie prone under the trees of
t forest, or sprawl wet-legged on the
shingly beach of a mountain stream, the great
door, that does not look like a door, opens."™
ramping about the fields, forests and

f her own n(,ighl_\~r?"ll‘li‘d, the author

rreams

has opened and passed through a door that
mast of us do not even recognize as a door.
L lard makes us realize that we do
lard SEES, with exuber-

Annie Dil

ance, exultance and terror the details, the

tricacies facts of nature that most
self-conscious state.

i the

miss in our

Davis Power

Continued from Page |
administrative law judge commented Chat the
hearing was not "a political convention.”

Linda Cooper Elkinton, Conservancy mem-
ber and 1ife-long resident of the Canaan
valley, where the project will be built,
spoke in oppositfon. She pointed out the
many questions that remain unanswered. These

include the lack of adequate study of alter-
natives which is required by € National
Environmental Policy Act, the lack of an

adequate wildlife mitigation plan required
by the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act,
and the doubts raised by the Envirommental
Impact Statement as to whether the Valley
will in fact hold water due to the presence
of limestone faults in the floor of the Val-
ley. She further expressed fears of uncon-
trolled development caused by the massive
influx of tourists to be attracted by the
proposed lake, and criticized the local and
regional press for not raising such questions
and explaining alternatives.

Conservancy members, Lowell Markey of
Kevser, Steve Richards of Petersburg, Helen
McGinnis of Pittsburgh, and Joel Shifman of
Morgantown, alsa testified in opposition.
Most related various objections and recounted
their experiences as hikers and campers in
the Canaan Valley and adjacent Dolly Sods.
Conservancy member, - Don Good, repunmttr’
the lzaak Walton League, spoke in favor o
the project, with certain provisions tor the
protection of wildlife and water quality.
Hearings Continue In Washington

Beginning April 2, the FPC hearings began
in Washington to hear expert witnesses of
the three Allegheny Power System companies,
the applicants, and intervening parties, in-
cluding several conservation groups.
first week was devoted to cross-examination
by intervenors and the FPC staff of appli-
cants' witnesses. The Highlands Conservancy
represented by counsel, Ray Ratliff of
Charleston, and David and Linda Cooper
Elkinten, questioned these witnesses regard-
ing geological problems inthe valley and on
Cabin Mountain. Much discussion of the power
companies' tentative plans fora coal or nu-
clear power station, using the 7200 acre
lower reservoir for cooling water purposes
was conducted the first day. Numerous other
environmental considerations were discussed,
and will be further explored as the hearings
continue throughout April. The Sierra Club
and the Highlands Conservancy among others,
have expressed many reservations during re-
cent months as the Environmental Impact
Statement has been drafted and finalized.

One highlight of the first week of test-
imony was the disclosure of the s sed
testimony of the wildlife biologists of the
West Virginia Department of Natural Re-
sources, Five professional wildlife ex-

rts, includi Eomcwnncy member, Joe

feffenberger, had prepared testimony to be
submitted by the Rtmrn-y General of West
Virginia, an intervenor in the project.
Apparently these five were clearly

to the construction of the Davis Project,
but L{f {t would be licensed, favored
the Glade Run alternative, also in the Val-
ley, but witha much-r ed lower reservoir.
Their testimony was not cleared by Director
of the DNR, Ira Latimer, although amo the
five were the Chief and an Assistant Chief
of the Wildlife Resources Division of the

DNR. The Federal Power Commission staff
requested th:hf\dce to issue a subpoena for
these five, ch he agreed to do if Latimer
would not agree to allow them to testify

voluntarily. The FPC etaff has conducted

at the apparent cruelties of their deaths,

she gropes for meaning to human life and the
inevitability of death. But the groptn. is .
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By
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and quirky facts.
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my life,
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their own independent investigation of this  have proposed the use of 6,000 acres located .
pro ject, and s raised numercus questions on the eastern shore of the lake and con-

as to its advisability. At the present time, sisting primarily of Cche slope of Cabin

they have not taken a firm position in op- Mountain., The Federal and State

position or favoring the issuance of a 1i- finds this offer quite inadequate to offset

cense, but in their Envirommental Impact the losses of habitat due to the Davis pro- »
Statement they support many of the questions t.

raised by intervenors, including the High- ni

lands Conservancy. Apcrently their inter- it was quite encouragi to see a

est in hearing from ¢ state's wildlife latory agency, like the !:, sctually look-

life mitigation
the DNR and the Federal

rts would indicate
the wildlife

this project.

their concern with
losses that will be caused by

a related matter, the required wild-
plan has been pre?.red by
Bureau of Sports

Fisheries and -Wildlife. This plan calls for

venors that
assume the role Cthat

have had to assume in

. tant, .
It was the feeling of envirommental inter- b
the FPC staff was beginning Co 2
groups like m'!u;

the

the entire Valley tobe included in the pro-  They =
ject, with the rtion not flooded to be et m.“"z <o ltl!ll’“
for wildlife purposes. In addition  go'such @ eavire job,our efforts
it calls for the es to make 8-  yuguld not be needed. However, our
vailable several thousand acres outside the in this matter -’“w T in-

Valley for similar use. The
have not submitted this report, but instead

power companies

“"There is no quiet place in the white man's
cities. No place to hear the leaves of
spring, or the rustle of insect wings. But
because I am savage and do not under-
stand - the clatter only seems to insult the
ears. And what is there to life if a man
cannot hear the lovely cry of the whippoor-
will or the arguments of frog around the
chd at night.
The whites, too, shall pass - perhaps sooner
than other tribes. Continue to contaminate
your bed and you will one night suffocate in
your own waste. When the buffalo are all
slaughtered, the wild horses all tamed, the
secret corners of the forest heavy with the
scent of many men, and the view of the ri
hills blotted by talking wires, Whereist
thicket? Gone. Where is the eagle? Gone.
And what is it to say ?oodbye to the swift
and the hunt, the end of living and beginning
of survival. " Sealth, Chief of
Duwanish Tribe, Washington.
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Join the WEST VIRGINIA HIGHLANDS CONSERVANCY

All membershi

year subscrintion to

categories include a one
HIGCHLANDS VOICE,

$5.00 individual regular

SRR

Make checks
HIGHLANDS CONS
and dues Cto:

Carolyn Killoran.

$10.00 individual associate
$25.00 Individual sustaining
$20.00 organizational regular
£30.00 organizational associatc
$50.00 ormizpl:ionll sustainiiyg

able to THE ws‘r"vmcm
ANCY. Mail membership form
Membershi

Chairman, 6202 Division Road, Huntington,

25705.
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