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Page 4 QOctober, 1973 THE HIGHLANDS VOICE

npact Ststement that was pre-

the Valley will actually hold the

early this year pending a decision
by Congress on the wiiderness
issue. The area definitely needs
a special management plan now to
eliminate off-rosd vehicles and to
begin fo control recrestional use
to prevent it from being loved to
death by wilderness seekers in
coming decades.
CRANBERRY

The proposed 36,300 acre Cran-
berry Wilderness lies northeast
of Richwood in the southwestern
end of the Monongsheis. Most of
it is inthe Cranberry

proceeded as in the
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by Dave Elkinton

proposed 7200 acre lake. Quest-
ions of noise polivtion and air
quality degradstion need further
study. There are major ommis-
sions in the Impact Statement's

natives 1o this means of produc
ing power and to the availability
of better sites on which to build
such a project, if indeed the pro-
ject is desirable, have not been
fully and properly examined.

Cansan Valley and adjacent Dolly
Sods sre unique areas and are on-
joying the growth in interest that
they deserve. It seems foolish to

the most careful conside~ation of
all sspects of such a development
and without overwhelming proof
that they are justified.

The record of the Conservancy's
intervention in this matter has

order to develop land use pro-
grams.

Opposition to the subdivision and

sanctions provisions has quickly

developed. Housing interests, of

course, oppose fthe subdivision

section, while a horde of con-

struction interest oppose the
sanctions provision. Both special
interest groups have poweful,
wealthy lobbies, and their hostil-

ity to the bill thus far outnumbers

suppori for the measure.

Successful passage of an un-

weskened 10294 seems to have

falien to the general public. Con-

vitally concermed with
the bill are waiting for grass roots
support for 10294 to counter-act

the antagonism of special inter-
ests. Supporters of the bill fear
that f 10294 fails passage this
year increasing populstion and iis

The Davis Power Project

been {o force ressarch I-dpll\-

has forced comcliance with the
National Environmental Protection

Act, among other things.

As we gear up for the hearings
this winter, our mission continues
to be to represent what we fee
to be the unrspresented public
interest. Support from our mem
bers by way of communicstions to
the Federal Power Commission
will be helpful in assuring a full
and unbiased hearing which is nec-
essary before the decision can be
made whether or not, or under what
conditions, a license should be
issued fo construct the Davis Pow-
er Project.

Land Use Bill Struggling

One of the strongest American
prejudices to overcome is the
conception of the
freedom of property.
property is sanctified in American
eyes, and most peopls believe the

demands for large scale housing,
public service and recrestional
projects may well lead to immed-
iate environmental disaster n
many aress of the nation.

The House will not vote on 16294
until the middie of November at
the earliest. Support for H.R
10294 can be voiced by writing
letters, sending telegrams or cal-
ling your Congressional Re-
presentative as quickly as pos-
sible. Conservancy members who

10294 are urged fo write
all four of West Virginia's Con-
gressmen. Only a strongoutpour -
ing of letters to our Congressmen
will assure them that grass roofs
support exists in West Virginia for
land use controls snd responsi-
ble development of private pro-
perty.

Conservancy

Receives
Donation

Ralph McCarty, WVHC member
and owner of Mountain Streams
and Trails, has made a very gen-
erous contribution to the Conser-
vancy's efforts. Ralph’s outfitting
firm conducts and guides rafting
trips down the Youghiogheny River
from Ohiopyle, Pa. during the
summer and fall months. During
the spring, Raiph’s rafis and sat-
i1sfied customers may be found on
the Cheat Canyon below Albright,
W. Va. He is in the habil of

donating the proceeds of his Four-

th of July receipts to some worthy
cause annually and this year he
elected us. Although Ralph would

profit greatiy f the Rowlesburg
Dam were fo go in (he would be
able to depend on adequate flow
of water year ‘round), he is a
conservationist and river man,
preferring to meet the river on
its terms and not interfere with
its natural course by man-made
slterations.

The Conservancy gratefully sc-
knowledges this contribution snd
for those of our members inter-
ested in seeing & wild river from
the river, we would urge you o
contact Ralph st Box 108, Ohio-
pyle, Pa. 15470. See you on the
river!

TNC To Meet

The West Virginia Chapter of
The Nsture Conservancy will hold
1. annusl meeting st Mont Chateau
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=  aclearcut srea will develop s tangied mat of briers and shrubs

and will remain in that stage for an indefinite time.” Left Fork of .

Condon Run, Otter Creek. Photo - Gordon T. Hamrick

The Monongahela Na

by Gordon T. Hamrick
Continued from Page 1

Clearcutting is not a recent
development in West Virginia; the
virgin spruce forests were clear-
cut shortly after the turn of the
century. In some places, stands
of fine second-growth spruce have
developed. Too often, however,
areas formerly occupied by
spruce are covered by pincherry,
trembling aspen, bigtooth aspen,
mountain ash and other species.

A living forest, whether in 2
climax stage or in oen of the var-
wous intermediate seral stages,
is a dynamic place. Planis inter-
cept and capture radiant energy
from the sun and, through photo-
synthesis, convert this energy into
food The forest flora feeds a
host of other forest creatures,
and in turn, i1s dependent upon
soil micro-organisms that break
down organic matter and return the
minerals to the soil.

The forest cover acts as a
cushion to intercept and break the
force of rainfall, modifies temp-
erature and humidity, and moder-
ates the effects of wind. By pre-
venting excessive heating or fre-
ezing - by maintaining a relative-
ly constant environment - the for-
est makes life possible for the
micro-organisms SO necessary
for the breaking down of the or-

ganic litter produced by the
forest. When a forest i1s clearcut
the energy flow is drastically

slowed or stops completely. For-
est creatures must find a new
home and vacant niches in Nature
are few

When a forest is clearcut, the
ground surface is opened to the
full force of the weather. Rain
beats down with full force upon
the forest litter and, through a
process similar to sailtation, re-
moves virtually all forest litter
on the slopes. The soil is com-
pacted; asorption of water is
impeded:; and the air spaces so
necessary to life for the micro-
organisms in the soil are elimin-
ated

Rapid runoff of surface water
follows and litter and soil are
carried into streams. The soil is
further compacted and even great-
er runoff follows, removing not
only the topsoil but also subsoil.
Streamfiow is adversely affected,
at first by surface runoff, and,

later, by changes in the water
table caused by removal of the

forest cover. The average temp-
erature of stream increases inthe
summer and decreases in the win-
ter The content of dissolved
oxygen is correspondingly affect-
ed

Rocks in the clearcut area are
subjected to intensive weathering;
the weathered rock particles do
not, however, remain to form soil
and provide minerals bui are
washed into the streams. Rapid
leaching of nutrients and minerals
accompanies rainfall and these
minerals, lost forever to the for-
est, accelerste deterioration of
rivers or man-made lakes far
downstream.

Rapid heating and cooling of the
ground surface following clearcut-
ting creates convection currents
in the clearcut area. In warm
weather, the hot dry air over the
area rises o be replaced by cool-
er moist air drewn from the sur-
rounding forests. This means
higher temperatures and lower
humidity in the surrounding for-
ests which, in turn, means a re-
duction in the rate of turnover of
organic matter. As the rate of
reduction of organic matter slows
and undigested litter accumulates,
fewer minerals are ava:lzble to
the plants and the annual rate of
growth slows. Conversely, in
cold weather, the clearcut area
becomes colder than surrounding
areas and the warm air of the for-
est is replaced by colder air from
the clearcut site. Lower temp-
eratures in the forest result and
some plants are killed by freez-
ing. The micro-organisms in the
litter and soil must go deeper to
prevent freezing and this reduces
the rate of conversion of organic
matter. This also reduces the
annual rate of growth, since fewer
nutrients are available.

The understory cover inan area
suitable for timbering is generally
poorly developed and consists of
shade-tolerant species. When
such an area is clearcut, the un-
derstory - such as it may be -
1s exposad to the full intensity
of sun and weather. Those plants
that have  survived timbering
operations may not be able to
withstand changed cenditions and
may die off. Regeneralive vegel-
ation for recolonization must
come into the area from the out-
side.

if the clearrut area includes
numerous coni‘ers, the acidity of
the soil will be high and will fur-

Photo - Gorden T. Hamrick

ther increase because of air pol-
lution and leaching of nutrients
following clearcutting. Conifers
survive in areas of low pH oniy
because of associated fungi that
grow on roots and aid in taking
up of water an nutrients
Colonizing plants must there-
fore be drought resistant and must
be capable of germinating and ex-
isting on scanty acid and nutrient
deficient soils. As surface mine
reclamation work has shown,
there are few planis that meet
these requirements. Further,
there is no assurance that a
clearcut area will regenerate with

desirable timber species. Nature
has rather definite ideas of the
annual rate of growth for a given
species of tree; this is one reason
why we have such a diversity of
species in second-growth forest
stands. It is quite probable that
a clearcut area will develop a
tangled mat of briers and shrubs
and will remain in that stange for
an indefinite time.

Clearcutting - or “even-age

management tool under proper
circumstances. It has no appli-
cation in mountaimous sress where

OTTER CREEK’S guiet magnificonco sweits Congressiens! sctiem.

tional Forest And Clearcutting

extremes in weather occur; where
slopes are steep and rain fall is
high.

The Northern Forest type cover
has been around since the last
ice Age; the plants have adapted
themselves to existing conditions.
Why should man think he can im-
prove on Nature? That which is
valuable in nature may notneces-
sarily be valuable in the eyes of
the forester who sees only o
many lumber piles in the trees
of the forest. Why irade » proven
forest cover for an unknown veg-
wtative cover of umspecified type?

VEPCO Fails To Meet Deadline

EDITOR'S NOTE

Conservancy member Lowell Markey and » Hampshire
County resident, William Moore, are working on ftestimony
to be presented at the Mov. 1 Public Service Commission
hearing, but neither can sttend. They urgently need & Char-
leston ars. member (or someons who is able o travel to
Charleston) to appesr at the hearing to offer testimony. If
you can help, write or call Lowsll Markey, RFD 1, Box 99-A,
Keyser, W. Va. 26726. Call 788-3963.

The Virginia Electric Power
Company did not meet a Septem-
ber 15 compliance date for fly
ash emission control at it's ML
Sterm Power Station in Grant
County.

The West Virginia Air Pollution
Control Commission had extended
compliance dates for shut-down of
two units at Mt. Storm at an April
hearing at Blackwater Falls State
Park. The Commission granted
VEPCO permission to delay re-
moving unit 2 from May 1 to May
15, and wnit 1 from July 1 to
Sept. 15. The power-generating
units had to be removed from
service to install electrostatic
precipilators designed to bring fly
ash emissions down to a level
acceptable to W. Va. Air Pollution
Control Commission require-
ments. VEPCO did meet the May
15 deadline for shutting-down unit
2. The slectrostatic precipitators
were nstalled, and the unit came
back “on line”™ around June 1.
But an explosion in this same unit
on Sept. 16 required itbe removed
from service. Company officials
asked the Commission to grant
an extension on the extended date
for taking unit 1 “off line™ for
installat:on of fly ash emission
control ~quipment.

On Sept. 20, the Commission
met in Charleston and granied
VEPCO an extension until Oct. 5.
Company officials hoped that dam-

age in the boiler of unit 2 could
be repaired by that time.

MON. POWER PLOTTING NEW
LINE

Yet another shadow threatens the
landscape around Mit. Storm. The
Monongahela Power Company has
proposed a 500,000 volt trans-
mission line from Mt Storm fo
Riverton, Va. The line will pass
through Grant, Hempshire, and
Hardy Counties. The proposed
route is 1,000 yards north of
Creenland Gazp ( a scenic spot
marked with an historical marker)
and crosses “The Trough” section
of the South Branch of the Potomac
about 2,000 feet south of an exist-
ing line.

Companies proposing new power
transmission lines in West Vir-
ginia are subject to new legisiat-
ion drawn up by Eastern Panhandle
State Senator William Oates. The
new law, passed by the legislat-
ure last spring and signed into law
by the governor this summer,
requires the proposing company to
secure a Certificate of Public
Coavenience from the W. Va. Pub-
lic Service Commission. Previous
to this, companys had only to ob-
Department of Highways if the
line crossed a stzle road, and to
“consult” with County Courts in-
volved.

Thanks to Sen. Ostes’ bill, Mon-
ongshela’s proposed47.3-mile line

will be subjected fo the scrutiny
of the Public Service Commission
during a public hearing st W0a.m.,
MNov. 1, in the Commission’s
hearing room in Charleston. As
part-of the application for a Cer-
tificate of Public Convenience, a
power company must submit state-

ments of justification and environ-
mental impact and a description
of the location and type of line

think first of the visual pollution
created by the sver proliferating
transmission lines which mar
landscapes from coast-fo-coast.
But, there are other considerat-
ions: A mile of right-of-way
passing through a densely wooded
area requires the sacrifice of thou-
sands of trees. The wide slash
is maintained with powerful herbi-
cides, often sprayed from air-
craft. The slash also provides
an avenve for ercsion. There is
increasing evidence that ultra-high
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Report From Germany Valley

Karst Area Task Force
by Bobbi Nagy

The Germany Valley of Pendle-
ton County was signed into the Nat-
ional Register by Interior Secre-
tary Rogers P. Morton on August
6. 1973, That is probably the
most promising event of the sum-
mer in the joint effort of the
National Speleological Society and
the West Virginia Highlands Con-
servancy to protect the scenic
Germany Valiey and the rarebats
of Hellhole Cave from inroacs of
the Germany Valley Limestone
Company

The first significant result of the
joint effort was the classification
as of February 14, 1973 of Hell-
hole Cave as a “dwelling place,”
thereby bringing the historic cave
under the protection of blasting
regulations of the Department of
Natural Resources.

One of the chief objectives of
early task force efforts was to
clearly define the significant prob-
lems in the valley. Physical
protection of the cave was reason-
ably assured by the "dwelling
place” classification, but it was
soon seen thal this offered the
bats only partial protection and did
nothing for the valley.

The bats (Indiana, big-eared,
and little brown) are extremely
sensitive to disturbance. Although
blasting from the quarryisasign-
ificant source of disturbance, of at
least equal importance i1s caver
traffic. A campaign to limit traf-
fice nto the cave has begun,
largely through the emdium of the
NSS NEWS. It is hoped that a
positive effect of this campaign

will eventually be noted.

The valley itself isbeingdrast-
ically altered by the quarry oper-
ations. The smoke and dust from
the operation is particularly ap-
parent and obnoxious. The comp-
any has been ordered to install an
eiectrostatic precipitator to con-
trol the smoke, but foot dragging
on that order has occurred. The
task force’s lawyer, Mason Sproul
of Staunton, Va., has been in con-
tact with the company and other
interested parties, and it is pos-
sible that a legal battle to get the
precipitator installed my ensue.

The new status of the valley as
National Landmark will lend wei-
ght to the task force's efiorts to
act as walch dog on the quarry
operations. It is to be hoped that
some of the more serious violat-
ions of drainage laws, particular-
ly regarding improper and inade-
quate drainage of water in and
around the peripheral operation,
will be rectified by the company.
An effort o accomplish that end
will be made. A recenl West
Virginia Highlands Conservancy
“mini-weekend” involved Conser-
vancy members driving and hik-
ing through the Germany Valley.
It 1s the task force's hope that
more conservation-minded per-
sons will concern themselves with
this beautiful valley. As in most
citizens’ group efforts, the work
of this task force must continue
on a chip and peck basis. But
that’s how mountains get lowered
into the sea, they say.

As of early October, passage of
the eastern national forest wild-
erness bills is nol a sure thing.
The modified version of S. 318
marked up the Public Lands Sub-
commitiee has temporarily bogged
down in the full Senate Interior
Committee. Western lumber in-
feresis are opposing the liberal
interpretation of the Wilderness
Act, fearing that it will open the
way to many more wilderness
areas in the West. Senator Frank
Church effectively discounted this
argument in the February hear-
ings, pointing out that just be-
cause an area is qualified is no
guarantee that Congresswill clas-
sify it. Laurel Fork couldbe drop-
ped from the bill, partly because
of the timber it contains and be-
cause Sen. Scott (Va.) is publicly
on record as being opposed to any
wilderness in Virginia.

Current Status Of

Wilderness Bills

The situation in the House is
also cause for concern. So far,
the House interior Committee has
faken no action at all on H. R.
1758 or H. R. 2420.

WHAT CAN YOU DO? It is not
too late to write to the Chairman
of the Senate Interior Commitiee,
liberal interpretation of the Wild-
erness Act and asking for a speedy
markup of S. 316. Also write to
your U. S. Representstive, asking
him to request the chairman of the
Haley, o consider H. R. 1758 and
H. R. 2420 as soon as possible.
A letter directly to Mr. Haley is
also recommended. (Senators’

SUURCES OF ATMOCTHEAIC M™OLLOTION IN THE U.5.

Miilions of tons par year

Zarson Farticu-
Moe . xlde iates
Notor Vehicles .7 il
Tramsportstion (Mise,] 9.0 1.2

Puel Cosbustion in

Stationary Sources 1.2 20.5
Industrial Frocessss 7.9 »0.8
$0lid Waste Dlsposal 5.2 Lo
Miscellanecus 2.0 2.

Fercvent of Total
by Componmmt 5.8 12.5

Source: Uffice of Seiense and Techmelagy

Percent

- Rydro- Wisrogem of Total

gx‘m carbers Lxides by Boure
0.9 5.7 ¥.5 L
2.4 T2 10.5 7.2
73.0 Y k2.0 15.7
2.5 w.7 o.8 ikl
o.6 5.3 a.7 L% ]
0.6 .7 A [E
11,9 13.3 8.5 100.¢

—See “VEPCO Faile To Mest Docdiine” By Lowell Marbey, Page 5 —
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Laurel Fork—

The Laurel Fork crossestheW. ftrowt river that flows down the

Va. - Va. line in the centra! middle of the area and receives
Monongahels. Most of its water- sbout a dozen tributsries. Most

shed is in the Washington  of the waler is drinksble. The sres
National Forestof Virginia,butthe wes logged near the turm of the

lower two miles and 1154 acres Contury, but has recovered beeu-
are in the Monongshela. Thepro- tifully. A network of overgrowm
posed 11,656 acrewildernessarea  10gging railroad beds provides an

includes much of the headwatersof  excellent system of trails. The
the Laurel Fork of theNorthFork, ares boasts an unusus! (for Vir-
South Branch, of the Polomac ginia) mixiure of white pine,

River. The Laurel Forkisaclear spruce, hemlock, beech, yellow
-
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