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first is the problem of the effects
of deily cancugsion on the
bats. % Dr. John S.
Hall of Albright Colloge, Reading,
Pa., this type of disturbance could
hove the effect of & reduction of
fertility of e bels so that they
would gradusily wame. The second
probiem is the effect of blasting
foven within stenderd set for »
“dwelling plece 2000 fit. sway) on
he lerge enfrance reom. This
structure is » fension dome col-
ispse and represenis a sort of
squalibrium between the shear
stronglh of the |imestone beds snd
the gravitstionsi forces. Not much
is needed fo caume further rock
fall in e entrance room, and

!
|
:
|

Mr. Wesiern mentionsd the pos-
sibility of monitoring blesting in
the enirance roem, so we will
contirmss to work with him on this.
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*ublished Bi-ﬂo.th.y By ﬁe WOL! Virginia Highlands Conservancy <

_::Cgve Is For The Bats Dolly Sods Scenic Area

Under New Regulations

strict new regulstions are now in
effect on the. Deolly Sods Scenic
Area. The following list is com-
plete in regard to the new restrict-
ons.

(1) Use of all forms of motor-
ized vehicles except on U. § For-
est Service roads 75 and 80 or as
may be authorized in sdvance in
wriling by the forest supervisor
is prohibited

NEW REGULATIONS will elimi-
nate scenes such as this eroded
jeep track south of Bear Rocks
on Dolly Sods.

(3) Use of pack and riding stock
except as sulhorized by grazing
permits and by the ForestService
in conduct of official business is
prohibited

Wilderness
Scouts Needed

As mentioned in the report on
the hearing on the Jackson sestern
national forest wilderness bill, S.
396, 2 move is afoot con-
servationista to smend the bill to
includs & number of wilderness
study arees. These are areas thet

(Centimsod on poge 3}

MidWinter
Worl;shop

hop.

(4) Building a fire outside of
stoves, grills, fireplaces or fire
rings provided by the Forest Ser-
vice is prohibited except that port-
sble heaters or cooking sioves
using processed fuel such as al-
cohol, gas or gesoline will be per-
mitted.

(5) Disposing of garbage, in-
cluding paper, cans, botties, waste
materials and rubbish, by sny
means other than removing it from
the arees or disposal stplacespro-
vided for such disposition is pro-
hibited.

(6) Overnight camping except
st siles or places developed snd
or designated for such purpose by
the Forest Service is prohibited.

(7) Destroying, defacing or
removing any natursl festure or
plant is prohibited.

Tao put teeth into the new regul-
stions violslors are subject to
fines up to $500 or six months
impr isonment

As far as the Comservancy is
concerned this is another case of
haif-a-loaf being better than none.
The Forest Service continues to
oppose Wilderness designation
for Dolly Sods, preferring instead
to manage the ares ss a multiple
recrestions| use sres. The new
reguistions do set up a wilderness
srea sttitude on the part of the
Forest Service, but inclusion of
such phrases as “unless author-
ized in advance in writing by the
forest supervisor” leaves the door
pariially open for machine fresks.
We hope the supervisor will in-
terpret his powers of suthorizat-
ion stringently. Since mostof cur
haif-loaves are shouldy we will
tske the new Sods regulations for
what dhey asre worth and hope
worms do not appesr.

Wilderness
Presses On

The 83rd Congress has opened
and wilderness is on the minds of
the collective members. No less
than four Wilderness Bills have
been introduced which would des-
ignate Dolly Sods, Cranberry Back
Country, Laurel Fork and Otter
Creek a8 Nastional Wilderness
Areas under the suspices of the
1964 Wilderness Act. More bills
calling for Wilderness designstion
for these sreas may be forth-
coming.

OFf prime interest to West Vir-

ginisns is Congressman Ken
Hechler's bill, M. R. 2000, which
. an sastern Wilder-
ness bill. introduced his



President’s Comments

| remember when | iirst read a copy of the VOICE how impressed
| was by the profound and inspiring remarks in this columa by Tom
King. | never dreamed | would be writing anything here. All that
is to say that not only Tom, but alse Bob Burrel!, cur recentiy
“retired” president, have left a mighty large pair of hiking boots to
fill, 1'll try my best.

One reason | agreed to sccept this position was that | believe
strongly in the West Virginia Highlands Conservancy. Althought a
young organization the Conservancy is respected by leaders of the
slate and federal governments, by the press, and by the citizenry
of West Virginia far and away out of proportion to our relatively
few members. There are many reasons for this, seme of which |
am not aware. But one reason may be that the Conservancy usually
goes info a confroversy well-prepared and not afraid of » clean,
healthy disagreement. Thin skins in the Conservancy are about as
scarce as Forest Service chisfs in the Wilderness Society.

During the next two years | hope to build upon those quelities of
the Conservancy that have been pillars of strength, and sttempt to
develop some of the weaker ones. | invite, indeed | wili expect, you
as & member of our organization to assisl in this enterprise. Any
organization stays vital and dynamic mainly by engaging in vital and
dynamic aclivities. | encourage you to continue your invoivement.

In the months fo come | will be sharing with through the VOICE
ideas that | have to make the Conservancy s stronger force for the
protection and preservation of the West Virginia highlands.

In conclusion | would like fo thank retiring president Bob Burrell
and all retiring officers and members of the Conservancy Board of
Directors for the outstanding job they have done during the past two
years in serving the Highisnds. Without their devotion and dedicat-
ion fo the fask there may have been no need to elect officers for
another two year period. The Conservancy and the highlands may
well have disappeared.

| appreciate your confidence in my leadership. | hope | can live
up to your expectations. David E lkinton

866-4191 Canaan Valley

Overlook B Bob Burren

Whew! I'm glad that's over. uut it's been inferesting. | wish a
load of luck and pledge my suppori to my sble successor, Dave
Elkinton. What will it be like for him in the months ahead?

in the next two years he will be the voice of the Conservancy. He
will be its conscience, its spark plug, its distributor, ity pituitary,
its computer, its catalyst, its CIA. Hewill be its garbage collector,
switchboard operator, secretary, psychiatric therapist, referee,
data processor, maid, and the damnedest letter writar in the state.
Yet he will be its target - the receiver of the abuse, the criticisms,
the loaded questions, the object of unkind nawspaper remarks. He
will extinguish fires, yet light some of his own. He will dictate,
2ll the while trying to be a sensilive democrat (small d.) He will
wish for peace, but will start a fight at the drop of a hat. Or a dam.
Or a sirip mine.

Through all of this he will always be fighting the foughest enemy
of all leaders, procrastination, a luxury he can no longer afforl
He will expect the same attention to detail and responsibility from
others as he demsnds of himself. He will spend on behalf of the
Conservancy many hours on the road, days away from home, less
time on his own personal interests. Alsoon our behalf he will spend
many hours in bed lossing and turning, wrestiing with some un-
pleasant problem, hours that he should be sleeping. Ninety per cent
of his efforts will be known but to him alone. The evening will be
rare when he can sit down and relax through his favorite TV show
without being interrupted by his damnable nemesis, the felephune.
His postmaster will consider adding another hand just to deliver his
mail and will suspect that he must be EATING postage stamps!
But he will prevail.

And why does he do this? To savor that rare moment of sweet
success when some small thing he lofted into the air actuslly flies.
A concession, 8 minor victory in a larger battie, perhaps nothing
more than maintaining the STATUS QUO in this age of increasingly
destrictive environmental degradation. To establish some strong
friendships with some of the most interesting people in the world.
To satisfy some inner drive that keeps telling him he just can’t sit
there and watch the whole thing go down the drain. He deservea
more don't you think? Fewer no's, fewer “Let Joe do it's”, more
yeses, more ~Let me heip’s.”

What do you say peopie? Let’s share his sweat. !

.« » @ i
Recently the Department of Highways held a series of “hearings”
throughout the state in regard to the implementation of their “Action
Plan” for developing and constructing new roads. Several of us went
to the different sessions and were agreed that the same things
generally happened at each session. To wit: ’
It soon became obvious that his was not a hearing but a “talking to.”
After over am hour of lectures on what the DOH is doing now and
explaining flow sheets, they wanted fo know if thers were any
comments. There were many people present st the meeting and
they all were uninterested in plans for new highways, inter-states,
or corridors. Insiead they wanted to know why the state and county
roads we already have are in such poor shape and why they can’t get
anyone to listen or do anything about it. With each complaint voiced
the main DOH spokesman justified the DOH official pesition. He
accepted no suggestions and talked each objector down. Most people
left in disgust. | didn"t bother turning in my statement, thinking
that maybe something else was more appropriate. | didn’t turn that
in either. .- o 8 @ 0
We Shaver Fork types have been trying to collect data on the effect
of all «f the “goings ons” in the hesdwaters on the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife hatchery st Bowden. This was recently supplied by Super-
intendent Ralph Malsom in a talk befors the Conservancy’s Mid-
Winter Workshop recently. He estimated the average daily product-
ion of the Bowden trout hsichery st 500 pounds per day and then
explained that the fish couidn’t see to eat when the sedimentation
of the river water on which the facility partially depends decreases
the light transmiitance of the water by only 10%. Occasionally
Shavers cut down Oid Sol by as much as 30%. Mr. Malsom said
that there were 17 days last year that the trout could net be fed due
to such murky conditions. That mesns the West Virginia creel lest
out on 8500 pounds of trout last year. Fish snd Wildlife suggested
the $4 million bond for those planning mors mining on the watershed.
DNR Wildlife Resources has not done any winler stockiug this yesr.
Been plenty of warm weekends this winter. Mo fishermen seen along
U. S. 33. Wake up Elkins!

Davis, W. Va. 26260
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Fairness Doesn’t Phy

Or A Funny Thing Happened

On The Way To Primt

Those of you who hung on until
near the end of the Board Meet-
ing Sun., Jan. 28, will recall per-
haps one of the thormiest parii-
mentary problems that ever faced
the Conservancy, let alone o
brand-spankin’ new president, in
my first attempt 1o weld s group
of rugged individualists info sn
organized group. The business
st hand was one of .the most
concise resolutions on a com-
plicated subject ever introduced
“The West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy urges the prohibit-

minerai extracted” Regardiess
of how one might feel sbout this
issue, it must be one of the clear-
est statements of the abolition
position that has been made.

(It shouid be explained that as
usual, the Board of Director’'s
meeting was open, and iy mem-
ber present was given speaking
privileges.)

The discussion that preceded
the vole was cloudy to say the
least. Well-known sbolitionists
were spesking in opposition to
the resolution claiming that the
Conservancy was already clearly
an abolition organizstion. Other
abolitionists felt this a betier
staternent than past resclutions.
The author of this resclution, a
new member, was under the mis-
taken impression that the Conser-
vancy had never taken a position
on strip mining. And there were
those who do not favor abolition,

anyway.

When the vote was taken by »
show of hands, the resolution
barely passed. Here is where |
should have quiety rejoiced that
a resolution basically in line with
my beliefs had passed and kept
my mouth shut, but | didn't.

instead, observing that many
had voted, on both sides, who
were not Board members, | point-
ed out thet, since this was a
Board meeting, if anyone wished
a re-vote, with only Board mem-
bers voting, it would be granted.
Of course it was requested. The
evening before new Board mem-
bers had been elected, and after
a frantic search to determine ex-
actly who were Board members.
a re-vote was taken. The vote
was tied.

| have seldom been in such an
awkard position. After some
thought, | voled against the re-
solution. I thought afterward
that anyone who knows me cer-
tainly would have wondered why
| had voted that way. Instead of
a brief explanation at the time.
| decided o explain it in the
VOICE, but the story was only to
get more complicated,

Briefly | voted against the re-
solution for three reasons: (1)
In my mind the Conservency is
clearly an abolition organization

Mmmdf:iﬁmt;
Abolish Strip Mining, have a re-
presentative on their board, and

The report elsewhers in this

: S

stance is fur-
:-*b“

the Januery 28, 1973, issue of the

New En-

|

goes away mad. -
Well, if anyone thought this sit-

|
l

wrong. By an honest mistske titied “New Showdown inthe West™
our hard-working Publicitychair- the erticle graphically depicts
person, Bobbi Nagy, thinking what is now happening in our
the resolutionhsd actusliypassed, western ststes as sirip mining
sent copies to two newspapers.  begins fo cal sway st thecountry-
Their articles were subsequently  gide, and it presents an slarming
picture of what is fo come.

and we afl and heard The January 1973 issue of Aud-
the press tell us that the Conser-  ubon celebraivs the 7Sth year of
vancy had passed the reselution publication of the magazine. The
in question. Then camd the prob-  entire issue if devoted fo phofo-
lem of explaining to Board Mem-  graphic and artistic highlights of
bers who had voted against the past issues and some reprints of
resolution why the press had re-  very early srticles. The issus
ported this is, in a word, extrsordinary.
Finally, we were facedwithiry- There is slso » special report
ing o explaintothepresswhythey by Gary Soucie entitied "Solid
wers incorrect, yet trying notto  Waste -- h”_ti
appear to be pro-stripping. The report is pertinent to
The entire sagamayhavetasught  Virginians since litter is 8 way
us & fewiessons. Maybewe should  of life in Wild, Wonderful, eic
vote on resolutions and make Con- OUTDOOR AMERICA, news-
servancy policy. We should sl-  letter of the Izask Waiton League,

by wire services. (Usuallyithas ness Act vs. Wild Aress East
been a great blessing.) Allof us  controversy. In particuler it
need fo be as accurate as we can

from time fo time. Well that's the
story on that one.

THE VOICE is read. It goes it fo over six humdred people svery
month. All of West Virginia's U. S. House and Senais delegations
receive copies s dokey members of West Virginia stste government.
The newsleiter is siso avsilsbie in many libraries sround the state,
i wvu.

We have heard criticism recently that the VOICE i.h.np'-d'.

is because these areas are the essence of the West Virginia high-
lands. That is where the aclion is on cur environmental front.
But | hasten fo point out that we are not limited fo these areas.

Your editor lives in Webster Springs, the heart of West Virginia's
back country. Naturally he knows what is going on in Webster County
almost as soon as il happens, snd he is well-informed on events in
Pocahontas, Nicholss and Randoiph counties. Bul beyond that area

" little local news filters back, and when it does it is usually exag-

articles is beyond your talenis or desires send slong the basic factls
of your problem and someocns will make an article out of it. Betler
yel, send a newspaper clipping if one is available. if the problem

i
j
|




year.
which is

in the Senste only one bill has
been

given
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eager fo work with the Conser-
vancy during his first few mon(is
in office. While he has promised

were once logged or burmed by
man would make it possible for as
much as 70 million scres of nat-
ional forest land in the West tobe
classified as wilderness. Sen.
Frank Church reminded McGuire
that it was up to Congress fo de-
cide what aress shouldbe classif-
ied, based on other considerations
Administration shouldn’t be con-

With further prodding, McGuire
read off a list of eastern areas
that the Forest Service had stud-
ied sufficiently fo recommend
wilderness classification for upon
adoption of the amendment. In
West Virginia, only Dolly Sods was
mentioned. (No acreages were
given.) McGuire said that legis-
lation embodying the administra-

no West Virginis aress appear on
list in HR 2420 or additions pro-
posed by the Sierra Club.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TOHELP?

The hearing record on S. 316 will
probably be held open until mid
Leftters in support of the
bill should be addressed to Sen.
Interior and Insular Affairs Com-

;

including Jennings Randoiph (W.

Va.), Richard Schweiker (Pa.) and
Hugh Scoft (Pa.). If your Sen-
ator(s) is not on the list, write
and ask him to become a co-spon-
sor. Identical bilis, including HR
1758, HR 1881, and HR 2000, have

wilderness study bill, HR 2420

(Address of House of Rep. mem-

bers, Washington, D. C.
Heien McGinnis

Wilderness Scouts Needed

(Continued from page 1)
may or may not be suitable for
designation as National Wilder-
ness Areas under the terms of the
Wilderness Act of 1964, but which
haven’t been studied sufficiently by
either the Forest Serviceor citiz-
en groups. So far noWestVirgin-
ia aréas have been formally pro-
posed for study, even though the
Monongahela National Forest may
be one of the less o
wilder eastern national forests. in
large partthis is because the High-

erness protection in S 316 and its
House counterparts.

it is quite possible that other
areas in the Monongshela qualify

er details. | can coordinate work
to avoid duplication of effort.

Whether or not the Highlands
Conservancy decides to recom-
mend qualified areas as wilder-
ness would also depend on other
considerations, such as the polit-
ical “facts of life” and the best
multiple use of the Monongshela
as a whole. (The Conservancy
certainly 1s not trying to stop all
logging in the national forest.}

The starred areas (®) are known
to be penetrated or bisected by
power lines and/or gaspipe swaths
and/or service roads closed to
public vehicles. The National
Park Service has adopted !iberal
standards that allow inclusion of
such “fractured wilderness areas”
in the Wilderness System, with
the hope that the non-conforming
uses will be terminated as soon
as possible.

Helen McGinnis
(Chairman, Wilderness Com-

mittee, West Virginia Highlands
Conservancy)
c/o Vertebrate Fossils,

:
:
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Mid-Winte
-winter
(Continwed from pege 1)

Art Wright, executive Director
of the Wilderness Society, kicked
off the afterncon meeting with a
discussion of the overall Wilder-
ness picture nowbefore Congress.
Wright brought the sudience up to
date on new Wilderness bills in-
cluding Henry Jackson's bill in the
Senate, §. 316, and James Haley's
(H. R. 1758) and Ken Hechler's
(H. R. 2000) measures in the
House.

Following Wright on the pro-
gram Helen McGinnis recounted
developments on Dolly Sods in-
cluding the recent purchase of the
mineral rights under the Sods by
the Forest Service from Nature
Conservancy and new ForestSer-
vice regulstions governing usage
of the Sods area.

The Cranberry Back Country
was the subject of ansrratedsiide
presentation by Ron Hardway. No
new developments on the Back
Country were -

The main item for discussion
in the afternoon session was Shav-
er's Fork. Craig Moore, chairman
of the Conservancy’s Shaver’'s
Fork Task Force, presented a
slide show and lecture covering
the basic problems surrounding
this controversial watershed. Joe
Rieffenberger, spokesman for the
W. Va. Department of Natural Re-
sources, discussed the black bear
situation on Shaver's Fork. Rief-
fenberger's report raised numer -
ous questions from the audience
on the possible effects of new
road building by the Forest Ser-
vice on Shaver’s Fork on the black
bear population.

Al Troutt, newly appointed sup-
ervisor of the Monongahels Nat-
ional Forest, presented the For-
est Service's position on numer-
ous Shaver's Fork problems in-
cluding mining, lumbering and
road building. The Director of the
Bowden National Fish Hatchery,
Ralph Malsom, presented a sum-
mation of the halchery's problems
with Shaver’s Fork siltation.

Afterwards the meetingbroke up
nto small groups with members
directing questions to each of the
speakers as the opportunity pre-
sented itself.

The evening program opened
with the election of officers for the
next two years. David Elkinton
of Canaan Valley was elected Pre-
sident succeeding Bob Burrell
Stauffer Miller of Moorefield was
elected Secretary, and Charles
Carison was re-elected Treas-
urer. (A complete listof all newly
elected officers, directors and
appointments appears elsewhere
in this 1ssue).

Strip mining took over the spot-
light for the remainder of the day’s
programming. Nick Zvegintzov
regaled the audience with a stun-
ning slide presentation and lec-
ture on the effects of stripmining
on the Meadow River watershed.

Robert Handley, President of Cit- +

Work Shop

izens to Abolish Strip Mining, con-
cluded the day's activities with ar
address on the future of the abol-
ition movement in West Virginia.

In retrospect the Saturday ses-
sions were the most informative
of any winter workshop to date.
One measuring stick for deter-
mining the success of a meeting
is how long the sudience mills
sround after the meeting to dis-
cuss what they have heard. By
this yardstick the workshopwas a
smashing success as most of the
audience remained long after the
meeting officially ended to discuss
items of mutual inlerest, argue
vital points and swap tales. The
climate was healthy and invigor-
ating despite the late hour.

The Board of Directors’ meet-
ing Sunday morning began casually
with an address by Dave Elkinton,
newly elected WVHC President.
In his remarks Elkinton indicated
that he hopes to lead the Conser-
vancy to newer horizons of sc-
complishment inprotecting the en-
vironment in West Virginia. Elk-
inton promised sn all-out effort
to secure new members and to
breaden the scope of Conservancy
activities,

In brief the business meeting
dealt with the following topics:

WILDERNESS: Aresolutionwas
passed endorsing and pledging
support for the three Wilderness
Bil!'s now in Congress, Hechler's
H. R, 2000, Haley’'s H. R. 1758
and Jackson's S. 316,

SHAVER’'S FORK: A resolution
was passed n opposition to For-
est Service procedure in con-
struction and extension of Forest
Route 92 through a previously
roadless sestion of Shaver's Fork,

Congressman Hechler was the
recipient of a resolution support-
ing his H. R. 1401 which calls for
Shaver's Fork to be studied for
possible designation as aNational
Scenic River

ROWLESBURG: Members were
asked to submit letters in opposit-
on to Rowlesburg funding to the
Director of the Bureau of the
Budget,

An announcement was made to
the effect that the annual Cheat
River float trip will be held this
year May 19-20.

GERMANY VALLEY: Bobbi Nagy
was appointed chairman of a Ger-
many Vallay Task Force to invest-
igate problems involved with
limestone quarrying in the Valley.

TRAILS: A resolution was pas-
sed in support of the West Virginia
Scenic Trails Conference, Char-
les Carlson was selected as WVHC
representative to the Conference.

HIGHWAYS: A conference of
volunteers was called for later in
the year to discuss the highway
routing problem in general throu-
ghout the highland region. Bruce
Godwin will chair the conference.

WEEKEND REVIEW: Lewis-
burg was selected as the site for
the annual Conservancy Weekend
Review scheduled for October.

Industry Comes Of Age

larger than normal. InMaryland,
as elsewhere, you see, real estate
interests are very heavy contri-
butors to the campaign costs of
the elected officials who decide
who becomes the head of the De-
partment of Health.

There are two lessons in this
for wvoters and taxpayers of a
county like Hardy County, which
has nol yel reached the kind of




Summary Of New Bills In Congress

Conservancy members may
wish to express their support for
the following bills now in Con-
gress:

S. 316: Omnibus Wilderness
Bill; introduced by Henry Jack-
son, D-Washington. Would est-
sblish National Wilderness Areas
in Cranberry Back Country, Dolly
Sods, Laure!l Fork and Otter Cre-
ek. Write: Hon. Henry Jackson,
U. S. Senate, Washington, D. C.
20510; Hon. Jennings Randolph,
5121 New Senate Office Building,
Washington, D. C. 20510; Hon.
Robert C. Byrd, New Senate Of -
fice Building, Washington, D. C.
20510.

H.A. 1000: Environmental Pro-
tection and Enhancement Act of
1973; introduced by Ken Hechler,
D-W. Va. Would virtually elim-

inate strip mining, apply strict-
er regulations to environmental
impacts of deep mines and pro-
hibit any mining under National
Wilderness Areas. Write: Hon.
Ken Hechler, 242 Cannon House
Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515; Your Congressman.

H.R. ¥01: Amandment to the
Wild and Scenic River Act of
1968 (82 Stat. 906); introduced by
Hon. Ken Hechler, D.-W. Va.
Would designate for study as a
potential addition to the national
wild and scenic rivers system the
Shaver's Fork of Chest River
from its headwaters fo its con-
fiuence with the Black Fork in
Parsons. Write: Hon. Ken Hech-
ler, 242 Cannon House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20615;
Your Congressman .

1973-74
WVHC

Officers

The following list is a comprehensive i

dh..lﬂm

and committes chairmen and their addresses for 1973-74. These
people are not the masters, they are the slaves.
Contact them when you have something to say.

President - DAVID ELKINTON, Canasn Valey, Davis, W. Va.
26261; Vice President (Regional) - CLIFF CARPENTER, Route 2,
Box A-22, Webster Springs, W. Va. 26288; Charleston, NORMAN
WILLIAMS, 5291 Kelly Rd, Charleston, W. Va. 25312; Pittsburgh,
SAYRE RODMAN, 32 Crystal Drive, Cakmont, Pa. 15139; Washing-
ton, MARGARET SPAHITZ, 2400 41st St. N.W., Washinglon, D.C.
20007; Vice-Presidents (At-Lerge) RAY WEISS, Herb Eckert,
Mury Rieffenberger, and Craig Moore; Directors (At-Large) FRED
20007; Vice-Presidents (At-Large), RAY WEISS: HERB ECKERT,
MARY RIEFFENBERGER, and CRAIG MOORE; Direclors (At-
Lage) FRED ANDERSON, BILL BRUNDAGE, NICK ZVEGINTZOV,
MARIE WALLACE and MAX SMITH; Directors (Organizational)
CHARLES CARLSON, Ksnawha Trail Club; JIM DAWSON, Virginia
Region, NSS; CALVIN B. SMITH, W, Ya. Wildwater Assa.; MRS.

JON DRAGAN, Wildwater

i Uni.; DON GOOD, lzask

Waiton League; Brooks Bird Club, CHARLES CONRAD, Thursion
Griggs, Min, Club of Marylend,; BRUCE SUNDOUIST, Pittsburgh
Walton League; CHARLES CONRAD, Brooks Bird Club; THURSTON
GRIGGS, Mtn. Club of Maryland; BRUCE SUNDOUIST, Pilitsburgh
AYH; BETTY ANNE RUSEN, Capitol Hiking Club, and PAUL WICK,
Audubon Society of Western Penna.; Commitise Chairman Wilder-
ness, HELEN McGINNIS, 249 Division St., Pitisburgh, Pa. 15202;
Cranberry BC, GEORGE LANGFORD, 510 Carrisge Lane, Cary,
N.C. 27511; Dolly Sods, HELEN McGINNIS, Carnegie E,
440 Forbes Ave., Pitisburgh, Pa.: Otter Creek, HERB ECKERT,
24 Bates Rd., Morgantown, 'W. Vi. 20808: Laurel Fork, SAYRE
RODMAN, 32 Crystal Drive, Oskmoni, Pa. 15179; Scenic Rivers,
BOEB BURRELL, 1412 Wesforn Ave., Morgantown, W. Va. 26508;
Membership, CAROLYN KIL Lmq 407 Circle Drive, Hurricane,
W. Va. 25526; Pulbic Relstions, BOBBI NAGY, Star Routle 5,
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.“II.I‘ 1758: Omnibus Wilderness
i

Mississippi River « ccopting three

A True Guide
To Living In
The Wilderiness

WOOFCRAFT. “Nessmuk”. New
York, Dover Publications, $1.25.

“Nessmuk” is the woods-name
of the late George W. Sears, »
latter day Daniel Boone, perhaps

range, and how fo cook on them.
Also included is his recipe for
a sure-fire insect repellent. The
only probler today is brewing up

For brick and mortar breed filth
and crime,
With 2 pulse of evil that throbs
and beats; -

case trail will be called The Al-
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calendars for May 19
the weekend of the annual
iver Float Trip. The trip
in on the end of Shavers
the Parsons Park and go
St. George on the fristday.
daywill see atripfrom
down fo Hamnahsville.
for either or both days.

7 H
l!u‘[!

of 2
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Bridge. Ecrmorbringnur-

Thalidomide baby, i.e. without
limbs or guis. Actuslly | never
heard it mentioned st all. | be-
lieve it was an ambarrsssment in
the context of the hearings which
were conducted at a high level of
technical and rational srgument.
This is not to say that a ration-
8l bill will emerge. One bad sign
was that only Senstor Metcalf of
Montana, the Chairman, sttended

A whole new angle on the strip
mine dsbale was provided by Dr.
Moid U. Ahmad of Ohio University.
He brought an ERTS satellite in-
fra-red photo centered on Mariet-
ta, Ohio with a radius of 100 miles
which showed reduced fertility
over millions of acres of Ohio due
fo stripping. The photo also in-
cluded .

n  land." 1 believe these satellites

Valley Float Trip Set For May

ving of food for a pot luck picnic
with the folks of St. George-Holly
Meadows. Free camping will be
provided near St. George.

On" May 20, we will meet at the
same time and place (St. George
bridge) for the lower trip. Both
trips are short and easily ended
b; mid-afiernoon leaving ample
time for the return trip home.
ideal leisurely, open boat cance-
ing for all skill levels. Exper-
ience is not necessary to enjoy
the beautiful scenery and catch
glimpses of a variety of wildlife,
always features of this outing.

will move the stripping debste to
an entirely new plane, especially
now that the Federal government
is involved. Pretly pictures of
that buckwheat in Preston

and ugly pictures of that slide at
Orgas are going to yield to quant-
itative inventories of decressed
fertility over hundred of millions
of acres.

Ken Hechier came to introduce
WVU’'s William Miernyk and Rob-
he plugged abolition into an econo-
metric model of West Virginia
and showed that abolition would
benefit the . Smith made
Metcalf sit up by telling him that
northern hardwoods won't grow on
reclaimed spoil. “Is that so?”
said the Senator. “One of the
other tasks of this committee i1s
to find out why there is a timber

The Ind writien testimony was
_by Tennessee Citizens for Wilder -
ness Planning: sophisticated,

There's bound to be something
delightfully new.

The purpose of this trip i1s a
conservationist one - to focus
attention on the area thatwouldbe
destroyed by the RowlesburgDam.
We like to have people with out-
door interests see first hand this
beautiful wvalley for themselves
and understand the plight of the
people who will be our hosts for
the weekend. For those who are
not campers, it is suggested to
stay at Carl’s Motel in Parsons.
Better write for reservations. See
you on the river.

Herb Eckert

VEPCO V. APCC At Blackwater

A public meeting held on Jan-
uary 10 st Blackwater Falls State
Park Lodge by the West Virginia

Pollution Commis-

@ b e ey,
Director, summarized the situ
ation which had led to this public

meeting. Beard explained that

|
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Orvanc
will be held April 28, 1973,
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could not meet the January 1dead-
line for control, and they received
extensions fo March, 1973, for one
emissions unit and June, 1973, for
the other unit. Beard then an-
nounced that further “slippage”
had occurred and VEPCO had ask-
ed for an exiension of the exten-
sions for March and June to May
15 and July 15. In the meantime,
concluded Beard, "People outhere
live in this garbage.”

VEPCO's justification in asking
for the exiensions was besed on
weather conditions and lsbor and

was cold and windy before they
iocated their plant there, and that

(Continued on page 4)

--tTonching The Surface Of Strip Mining

thorough and clear. Worst test-
imony came from the president of
Peabody Coal Company, the larg-
est producer of coal in the United
States and the operator of the in-
famous Black Mesa mine inAriz-
ona: rambling, vague and repet-
itive. | am sure all of our friends
are as smart as TCWP, but | can-
not believe all our enemies are
as dumb as the speech writers
st Peabody.

| was impressed by the hear-
ings as a vehicle for debate and
education. As to what they indi-
cate in terms of impending biils,
| cannot feign to tell you. |
learned one other thing in Wash-
ington: Washington environmen-
talists are as inscrutable as amole
in a laurel patch.

Nick Zvegintzov

Legislature
Calls For
Clear Cut

Adherence

The West Virginia Senate has
introduced a resolution demanding
that the United States Forest Ser-
vice adhere fo the recommend-
ations of the legisiative Forest
Management Review Commission
concerning clearcutting. The re-
solution, co-sponsored by Sen
Ralph D. Williams, D-Greenbrier,
and Sen. Richard Benson, D-Ran-
dolph, “requests and insists” that
the Forest Service refrain from
any further clearcutting on federal
lands within West Virginia. The
Senators are mainly upset with the
ciearcutting policies on the Mon-
ongahela and George Washington
National Forests. Despite recent
Forest Service modification of
their clearcutting policies on the
National Forests the Senators feel
that nothing less than an absolute
ban of the controversial manage-
ment practice is desirable.

in an unprecedented attempt at
albatross hanging the resolution
asks that the supervisors of the
George Washington and Mononga-
hela publicly and officially eck-
nowledge “their acceptance of this
request and their willingness to
implement™ the clearcutting
ceasefire. We wish the Senators
the best of luck in their pursuit
of the Forest Service. We further
recommend that should the time

come when public “acceptance” of

necessary to make the public an-
nouncement on behalf of the Mon-
ongahela.

Shavers Fork
Double Entente

The United States Forest Ser-
vice and the Mower Lumber Co-
mpany signed an agreement in
March suspending Mower Coal
mining operations under Monon-
gahela National Forest property
in the Shavers Fork watershed.
Mower agreed to suspend all coal
mining operations until Septem-
ber 3, 1978. in the meantime the
Forest Service will evaluate min-
eral deposits owned by Mower but
underlying public property, and
the Forest Service will also pre-
pare a land-use plan for the Shav-
ers Fork watershed from the
headwaters to Bemis.

The purpose of the mineral
evaluation study by the Forest
Service and the preparation of
the land-use plan is to determine
whether or not the ForestService
should seek funds from Congress
fo purchase Mower's mineral
holdings under the Monongahela
National Forest.

On its part the Forest Service
agreed to extend Mower’s existing
forty-year mineral reservationon
Shavers Fork from its present
expiration date of August 15, 1975,
to August 15, 1982.
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suspension of operations of two
mines on Gauley Mountain, Glade
Run and Rose Run



—Guest Editorial —

Land Rustling

On Increase

by Gus R. Douglass
Commissioner Of Agriculture

History tells us that men develop the belief, from time to time,
that they have the skills necessary to master the earth. However,
history also tells us that men reaching this point of arrogance
usually find that Mother Nature pulls them back to reality. This
just has to be the case with the dam building Corps of Engineers,
but who or what can pull them back to practicality? They apparently
pay little attention to naturai side effects.

For example, what can stop them from building a dam that cannot
be justified or one whose function canbe replaced by a much cheaper
and more aesthetically pleasing chain of smali dams or headwater
streams? What recourse do citizens have, as in the case of the
Stonewall Jackson project near Weston where the cost-benefit ratio
for flood control does not justify construction? Here, as in other
similar cases, the Corps just adds on item after item until such a
minor obstacle as justification is overcome. At Weston it's city
water and recreation, yet two small earthen dams can provide the
water and the Sutton and Summersville reservoirs are less than an
hour’s drive away. Much the same situation exists for the pro-
posed Rowelsburg dam.

Also let me ask, 1s artificially contrived recreation as soothing
as natural scenic beauty? |s the roar of power boats more relaxing
than an afternoon alone or a placid stream in a beautiful moun-
tainous setting? Of course not, but you should someday set in on a
public meeting where Corps representatives use words to build
fairy castles without substance. Chances ars, you would be con-
vinced to change your mind. Grand pictures are painted of the
‘possible” relocation of entire towns and villages, of providing
betier housing than is to be given up, of paying a!l relocation costs,
of the thousands of fourists who will flock to the area. Unfor-
tunately, no one telis the dispossessedcitizenhe is the one who must
pay for the improvements, that all he can legally receive is the
appraised value of his present property, and that anticipated
tourist figures are usually always out of proportion.

Nothing is said about the price paid for the land and housing being
adequate to pay for land elsewhere, because it isn't. Nothing is
said about rich agricultural land not being available for replace-
ment, because it isn't. Those who have it don't wish to sell.
Nothing is said about the heartache and anguish that comes from
leaving the land and home where generations of one’s family
have been reared, because sentiment is forgotten, sacrificed in
the name of “flood control” and for the few entrepreneurs who
stand to gain financially.

And while | am keyed up, | might as well mention the thousands
of acres carved away from fertile fields every time a new lock
raises the water level in our navigable streams. The water rises,
the trees and shrubs die and the soil disappears in a thin brown
stream. Thus, as the Corps endeavors to provide cheap trans-
portation for some, it endangers the livelihood of many agricul-
turalists and mars scenic beauty for all citizens. In one Kanawha
County example, a modern sewage system is endangered and
in other instances highways have become avenues of danger as the
river gradually eats its way toward them.

We can catch cattle rustlers and put them in jail, but what can
we do with land rustlers, expecially those who cause sneak raids
to occur months or even years after they themselves have left
the area, but nevertheless raids which are as certain as the sun-
rise and as undenible as tomorrow?

In my opinion, we need to return to some understanding of and
respect for basic values. In the case of dams, | feel a good be-
ginning would be to insist on "total impact” statements from the
Corps before projects are started. | also believe cost-benefit
ratios for high dams should be based solely on flood control pos-
sibilities discounted by the cost of losing the natural river as we
have now lost the magnificient Elk. In addition, total replacement
comparable land should be paid dispossessed
land owners regardless of the differences in assessed values with
a premium being paid to those who must relocate more than 50
miles away and, finally, there should be a system of annual reim-
burshment for “rustled” acres throughout the life of the impound-
ment or navigable channel. My sympathies lie completely with
those who live on soon to be drowned acres or who own streamside
acres subject to periodic erosion. Surely they deserve better
treatment than they now receive.

Overlook

by Bob Burrell

relocation costs on

Overlook. That’s the name of
this column given by Editor Ron
Hardway. Why not? It beats my
suggestions. It connotes thatlam
supposed to have clear insight as
to what is going on, which is flat-
tering. It also connotes places
along highways where one can
stop, get out, and on clear days,
-see forever from on high. Which
of course is my gambit for getting
around to the matter of highways,
the subject of this “Overlook™.

Just what can be seen from some
of West Virginia’'s overlooks? Al-
though not planned as an overiook,
it is difficuit not to see the strip
mine the Department of Natural
Resources allowed to be opened
right off the main entrance to the
state's chief, scenic attraction,
Biackwater Falls. Of course other
strip mines and clear cuts are the
most eye-catching things one sees
from many other overlooks and

observation towers. Other prob-
lems also confront the inveterate
overlook stopper. All too ofien
as he leans over fthe rail looking
down instead of out, he will ob-
serve the litter left by previous,
but thoughtiess overlookers.

He can see the flood plains and
contemplate how they got that way.
He will realize that the small rib-
bon of blue down there in the valley
must have from time totime :nthe
past have become awfully big in
order to have created such awide
valley. He will realize that this
is a natural process andwill won-
der why man considers such nat-
ural floods as evil and naively
tries to prevent them.

An overlook is also anexcellent
vantage point to see some of the
phenomena associated with air
pollution. From any overlook in
eastern West Virginia, one can see
the stacks at Mt. Storm injecting

the stratosphere with their nox-
wous vapors and how far their
tentacles can reach.

From the overlook we can also
see those terrible inventions of
man, the huge earth movers eat-
ing, clawing, and knifing their way
through the hillsides, vomiting
their mud and silt into the nearest
trout streams. Corridor H moves
inexorably east from Elkins
against all sound advice, further
threatening Shavers Fork, the
Bowden Hatchery, and other val-
uable features. In the process,
new overiooks are bing created,
but what will there be to see from
them? A new trailer court along
the river? Abrown ribbon instead
of a bright blue one? And speak-
ing of overlooking Corridor H,
what about those folks investing
millions in private, commercial
recreation areas nearby? Do you
suppose they had their own pri-
vate overlooks into the future? Or
are they just lucky gamblers?

The views from some overlooks
are cloudy. That looking towards
the Highlands Scenic Highway has
always been obscured. Our organ-
ization has aslways been opposed
to this pork barrel, recommend-
ing a sensible alternative in its
siead. Even the Forest Service
would like o see it stopped when
it gets toe U. S. 219. To proceed
further enormously complicates
the a!ready overabundant environ-
mental problems the headwaters
of Shavers Fork is currently suf-
fering. It also is counter to the
various moratoria requested by
this one and that one. Senator
Randoiph does not choose to heed
these problems. The view from
his overlook (Sec. 137 of S. 502
that the Senator recently steered
through the Senate) is that this
highway will proceed with all due
speed, including the acquisition of
scenic easements for more over-
looks, directly through the Shav-
ers Fork headwater to U. S. 250.
And when it gets to there, where
to? Ancther West Virginia Turn-
pike in the making, a road to
nowhere?

On day | invested in the full
ticket to ride to the top of Bald
Knob on the Cass Scenic Railway,
but was disappointed to find the
overlook completely fogged in,
making it difficult to even see to
the end of the train. Perhaps in
the future, this will be the best
way to view from the overlook.

Tor

Anecdote No. 347 or Who Needs
the Wilderness? Gave myself a
day of vacation recently and went
down to camp along Seneca Creek
prior to the Petersburg White
Water Weekend. There were many
smaii tents already there from
college kids enjoying their spring
breaks in a way more interesting
than the usual annual migration to
Ft. Lauderdale. No problem
though, after a full day’s canoeing
or hiking, the kids would zip up
their bags and be quietly asleep
in no time. But late Friday night
the scene changed. In came a
caravan of station wagons pulling
trailers loaded with Japan's way
of getting even for Hiroshima,
motorcycles and roadbikes. Their
owners noisily set up their camp-
ers, let their kids run roughshod
over the campground, and settied
down to seriously enjoy the bene-
fits of the out of doors. The next
morning witnessed a gathering of
the clan as all sat around revving
up their choppers, footing their
horns, and endlessly driving a-
round the parkway encircling the
tiny campground. What type of
person is so imbued with machin-
ery that they mustbe with it every-
where? What sort of person feels
compelied to be wedded to the gods
of technology as this?

My answer turned up on the
front license tag of one of the 4-
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From The Ediwus

by Ron Hardway

The  recent Forest Service -

is a partial victory in a major
battie waged by the Conservancy
over the last several years. Coal
mining has been halted temporar-
ily on the Mongshela National
Forest portion of Shavers Fork.
But the key wordhere is “portion.”
The agreement to suspend oper-
ations does not apply to that vast
region of Shavers Fork generally
described as the “headwaters™,
that area from Cheat Bridge to
Spruce. M is here that the prob-
lem lies with Shavers Fork for it
is here that Mower has engaged
upon one of the mostextensive and
destructive strip mining operat-
ions in the West Virginia moun-
tains.

An aerial view of the headwaters
region quickly enlightens one fo
the exient of the damage done to
this area. A general idea of what
the arez looks like can be gather-
ed by simply climbing the fire
tower at Gaudineer and looking
west towards Barton Knob. Mul-
tiply the high walls and spoil banks
visible by ten and one has a rea-
sonably accurate conception of
what it looks like down behind the
trees and ridges which conven-
iently hide the devastation.

Frankly we had just about given
up compiaining about the Linan
mines. Fortunately the
between Mower and the Forest
Service relieves us of that part-
icular noxious insect for the time
being. But siltation of Shavers
Fork is going fo continue because
the siltation comes from the area
not covered by the agreement.
Now if the DNR could just get to-
gether with Mower and declare a

VEPCO Sm

order some batteries for the light
at the end of the tunnel.

The central point
that Bill didn’t do this for fin-
1al gan; it undoubtedly

i . He didn’t do it for
interest other than
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okes While

The People Burn

(Linda Elkinton attended the public
meeting at Blackwater Falls on

The recent meeting at Black-
water Falls concerning the Vir-
ginia Electric and Power Com-
pany’'s (VEPCO) failure to meet
flyash emission standards impos-

To further 'inprm the gather-
ing with their inefficiency VEPCO
and its emissions control con-




CTFARCUTTING

Management Tool Or
Ecological Disaster?

First you find a forest and then you cut it - Devid

i

The United Ststes Forest Service, a sprawling off-shoot of the
megalithic United States Department of Agriculture, has embarked
upon sn ambitieus program of the Nstionsl
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growth, is 3o sbhorred by snimais that they will eet it only as a
starvetion ration. Thus, the new growth - if sny - of desirsble
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JOMNSON BRANCH, WILLIAMS RIVER.
by G. L. Crislip (1973)

The late Aldo Leopold recognized, more than thirty years ago,
that timber stands which had been producing three-log and four-log
trees were then producing only one-log and two- log trees. Leopold
attributed this decrease in wood production to the disturbance of the
micro-flora of the soil during logging opperations and concluded that
it would take many more years to restore fertility to the forest soil
than it took to destroy it.

There is also present an insidious factor which is generally not
recognized or even admitled to exist. To produce wood, the pro-
cess of photosynthesis is necessary. For photosynthesis, nutrients,
carbon dioxide, water, and light must be present. The process of
photosynthesis is most active in the red energy portion of the spect-
rum; water vapor in the air and cloud cover absorb the red energy
portion of the spectrum.

Records indicate that the amount of water vapor in the air and the
extent of cloud cover have increased markedly during the past few
decades. Thus, one would expect to find a decrease in the annual
rate of growth of trees for the past few decades. Examination of
growth rings of trees will tend to validate this theory for the
mountsinous areas.

Virtually all studies of the process of photosynthesis have been
carried out in laboratories, under conditions where varisbles could
be carefully controlied. Thus, we do not know exactly what takes
the quality of light necessary to initiste and maintain the process
of photosynthesis, we do not know the saturation point of light
intonsity at which the carbohydrate balance becomes negstive.

l"i'—"’e ¥ ! 1
Clear Cut in 1971 (Photo

o
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Photosynthesis cannot take place without light. In order for
Wlhmm.hm.lhlmmthw
h”““bﬂr;”.h”ﬂdmm
deponds wpon the intensity of the light. As mentioned earlier,

is most active in the red energy portion of the

C). The color temperasture on an overcast day is considered to
oqual spproximately 7,200 degrees, Kelvin. The higher the (Kelvin)
m.hmbluwmhrdiohn‘mm.
Mhm“hhchﬂmﬂhmuﬂwvw
in.ndr,hhumndlﬂohrphhwnﬁnis.
mmumamwa-hmanmwm
matter in the air. The Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration Research Lsborstories, of Boulder, Colorado, indicates
Mdrmﬁﬂh.nﬁu“ﬂ“o,m.&rhm
pattern of incoming solar radistion. The nature snd extent of such
radistion alternation is not known at this time, however, it appears

that the long wave length (red) energy portion of the spectrum is most
affected.

Thus, we come fo the question, is the Forest Service, in its pre-
cipitate rush to clearcut the National Forests, actually mining the

foresis?

Does the snnusl rate of removal of saw timber actually

Mhm-lmIr-hd’mr It might be wise to stop
for & moment to take stock of where we are and where we are
Gordon T. Hamrick )

N‘Sqilper-Cabinet Could
Be Super-Trouble

A recent event that could spell
disaster for the environmental
protection movement in America
has gone virtually unnoticed in the
fast moving events since the Nov-
ember elections. Lostin the shuf-
fle of placards, bumper stickers,
bugs and bucks was President
Nixon's reorganization of his cab-
inet which\placed three members

of the body|closer to the President
then any the'

men have ever been

We are not certain whether or not
Nixon considers these three cab-
inet posts superior in scope to
all other cabinet offices, or whet-
her he wanted the men who pre-
sently hold these three positions
to be his closest advisors on the
domestic scene. If the former is
the case, and logic says, it is,
the President needs to take a long,
hard look at the people who now
hold these posts, particularly the
Secretary of Agriculture. If the
latter i1s the case Nixon simply
has abominable taste inhis choice
of friends, once againparticulariy
in regard to the Secretary of
Agriculture.

Earl Butz is the Secretary of
Agriculture. He is now alone as
the man the President consults
on domestic programs involving
conservation, parks and recreat-
ion and pollution control. The
Secretary of the Interior, the ad-
ministrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the heads
of the various natural resources
services and divisions are now
clearly placed in a secondary
role

The catastrophe that awaits the
environment is Secretary Butz.
His record in agriculture has been
one of the agribusiness first,
nothing second. A recent editor-
tal in the Baltimore SUN char-
acterizes Butz as showing “knee-
jerk reactions” to environmental
concerns. "He stales and car-
ries outpolicy in black -and-white,
either-or terms.”

This is the man who will advise
the President on wilderness

favor of farmers. He believes
that fewer American farmers can
make greater profits and that this
is the preferred approach to sol-
ving whatever farm problems
there are. The SUN editorial
quotes an environmentalist who
opposed Butz's original cabinet
appointment and who summed up
Butz’s philosophy of farming as a
“vision of rural America.. (as)
-..an assembly line running from
the field to the table

There is a bright spot in this
seemingly repressive situation
Butz’s natural arrogance and in-
sensitivity when contrasted to the
genial benificence of Interior Sec-
retary Rogers and the firm good
will of EPA Administrator Buck -
elshaus may serve to outrage the
nation as a whole and force Nixon
to replace Butz.

At a time when wilderness in
West Virginia demands great sen-
sitivity and a certain flexibility
on fine points on the part of both
pro and con wilderness exponents
the power of an insensitive fig
ure in the administration s alarm
ing. It will serve us well to keep
a very close eye on Secretary
Butz, and to make our feelings
known to the President if Butz
assumes the role of obstruction
ist

VEPCO Smokes
While The

People Burn
(Continued from Page 2)

in the Mt. Storm area occured and
the effect of the new third unit at
VEPCO which comes into operat-
ion this spring. Despite VEPCO
assurances that the thirdunitwill
be equipped to meet APCC stand-
ards before beginning operation
we must again take them at their
word, and their word is question-
able to say the least.

APCC granted VEPCO's re-
quest to further delay controlling
their emissions, but the extension
lays it on the line for VEPCO.
Either all three of its smokes-
tacks are clean by July 1 or they
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- Rowlesburg

Revisited

During the past year our neigh-
boring state of Virginia has taken
the Corps of Engineers bull by its
brass horns and tossed it royally.
The case in question is a ten-
year oid proposal to dam the Rap-
pahonnock with the Salem Church
Dam. Since the project’s incept-
ion Virginia conservationists have
opposed Salem Church. The Rap-
pahannock 1s presently a wild,
free flowing river, and in 1971 the
Virginia Bureau of Outdoor Re-
creation had proposed that the
Rappahannock be designated as &
“scenic river,”

In typical fashion the Corps
pointedly ignored the recreational
potential and the need for pro-
tection of anunimpeded Rappahan-
nock and plodded on with its dam
proposal. In a last-ditch effort to
block the Corps’ plan conservat-
ionists brought the case before the
Virgiia State Water Control
Board. After extensive review the
Board found that the Salem Church
Dam was unwanted, unnecessary
and in violation of Virginia state
policy regarding pollution dilut-
on

in the Board's conclusion to
their study the Corps of Engineers
came n for some plain language:
“... the State Water Control Board
does not believe that the Corps-
stated justification will stand up to
any kind of critical and objective
evaluation in light of today's in-
formation. The ... Board, there-
fore, recommends that this pro-
jegt as presently designed and
conceived by terminated. .~

It is significant that the Water
Control Board reversed adecision
by the Virginia Department of Con-
servation and Economic Develop-
ment ( can you believe that that
1S & single department in a state
government?). Bul the reversal
was not possible until the Divis-
ion of Water Resources was trans -
ferred out of the Department of
Conservation to the Water Control
Board by legislative action

West Virgimia has two obvious
lessons to learn from the Salem
Church fiasco, whatever its final
outcome (at last report the Corps
was ignoring the Water Control
Board's decision and was proce-
eding as planned). In the first
place the Corps of Engineers does
not always know what it is doing
As West Virginia conservationists

have been trying to point out
Rowlesburg i1s a prime example
of bureaucratic idiocy Despite
the Corps case for the need for

Salem Church every Virgimiacou

nty expected to use Salem Church
with one exception dis-
clavmed any intention of using the
water By the same measuring
stick Tucker Countians who are
expected to use the Rowiesburg
water have disclaimed any intent-
ion of farming "down under”, and
the Rowlesburg water is not in-
tended for use in West Virginia
anyway.

The second point West Virgin-
ians might take from the Virginia
action i1s that the Water Resour-
ces Division of state government
needs to be an independent entity
in dealing with self-control of
West Virginia's rivers. The Water
Resources Division plainly cannot
do its job properly when it must
seek approval of the Natural Re-
sources Director and the Gover-
nor before it can make & move
against  potential catastrophes
such as Rowlesburg.

In Virginia it took legislative
action to separate the Water Con-
trol Board from the contaminated
Department of Conservstion. It
would take legisiative action in
West Virginia to do the same
thing for our Water Resources
Division. With the spectres of
Rowlesburg, Swiss, Canasn Val-
ley and Blue Ridge constantly
hanging over our heads the situat-
ion is serious enough to demand
some consideration from the West

water



—Guest Editorial —

Land Rustling

On Increase

by Gus R. Douglass
Commissioner Of Agriculture

History tells us that men develop the belief, from time to time,
that they have the skills necessary to master the earth. However,
history also tells us that men reaching this point of arrogance
usually find that Mother Nature pulls them back to reality. This
just has to be the case with the dam building Corps of Engineers,
but who or what can pull them back to practicality? They apparently
pay littie attention to natural side effects.

For example, what can stop them from building & dam that cannot
be justified or one whose function canbe replaced by a much cheaper

and more aesthetically pleasing chain of small dams or headwater

streams? What recourse do citizens have, as in the case of the
Stonewall Jackson project near Weston where the cost-benefit ratio
for flood control does not justify construction? Here, as in other
similar cases, the Corps just adds on item after item until such a
minor obstacle as justification is overcome. Al Weston it's city
water and recreation, yet two small earthen dams can provide the
water and the Sutton and Summersville reservoirs are less than an
hour's drive away. Much the same situation exists for the pro-
posed Rowelsburg dam.

Also let me ask, i1s artificially contrived recreation as soothing
as natural scenic beauty? |s the roar of power boats more relaxing
than an afternoon alone or a placid stream in a beautiful moun-
tainous setting? Of course not, but you should someday set inon a
public meeting where Corps representatives use words to build
fairy castles without substance. Chances are, you would be con-
vinced to change your mind. Grand pictures are painted of the
‘possible” relocation of entire towns and villages, of providing
better housing than is to be given up, of paying all relocation costs,
of the thousands of tourists who will flock to the area. Unfor-
tunately, no one tellis the dispossessedcitizenhe is the one who must
pay for the improvements, that all he can legally receive is the
appraised value of his present property, and that anticipated
tourist figures are usually always out of proportion.

Nothing is said about the price paid for the land and housing being
adequate to pay for land elsewhere, because it isn't. Nothing is
said about rich agricultural land not being available for replace-
ment, because it isn't. Those who have it don’t wish to seil.
Nothing is said about the heartache and anguish that comes from
leaving the land and home where generations of one's family
have been reared, because sentiment is forgotten, sacrificed in
the name of "flood control”™ and for the few entrepreneurs who
stand to gain financially.

And while | am keyed up, | might as well mention the thousands
of acres carved away from fertile fields every time a new lock
raises the water level in our navigable streams. The water rises,
the trees and shrubs die and the soil disappears in a thin brown
stream. Thus, as the Corps endeavors to provide cheap trans-
portation for some, it endangers the livulihood of many agricul-
turalists and mars scenic beauty for all citizens. In one Kanawha
County example, a modern sewage system is endangered and
in other instances highways have become avenues of danger as the
river gradually eats its way toward them.

We can caich cattle rustlers and put them in jail, but what can
we do with land rustiers, expecially those who cause sneak raids
to occur months or even years afler they themselves have left
the area, but nevertheless raids which are as certain as the sun-
rise and as undenible as tomorrow?

In my opinion, we need to return to some understanding of and
respect for basic values. In the case of dams, | feel a good be-
ginning would be to insist on “fotal impact” statements from the
Corps before projects are started. | aiso believe cost-benefit
ratios for high dams should be based solely on flood control pos-
sibilities discounted by the cost of losing the natural river as we
have now lost the magnificient Elk. In addition, total replacement
relocation costs on comparable land should be paid dispossessed
land owners regardless of the differences in assessed values with
a premium being paid to those who must relocale more than 50
miles away and, finally, there should be a system of annual reim-
burshment for “rustled” acres throughout the life of the impound-
ment or navigable channel. My sympathies lie compietely with
those who live on soon to be drowned acres or who own streamside
acres subject to periodic erosion. Surely they deserve better
treatment than they now receive.

Overlook

by Bob Burrell

Overlook. That's the name of
this column given by Editor Ron
Hardway. Why not? It beats my
suggestions. It connotes thatlam
supposed to have clear insight as
to what is going on, which is flat-
tering. It also connoles places
along highways where one can
stop, get out, and on clear days,
-see forever from on high. Which
of course is my gambit for getting
around to the matter of highways,
the subject of this “Overlook”.

Just what can be seen from some
of West Virginia‘s overlooks? Al-
though not planned as an overiook,
it is difficult not to see the strip
mine the Department of Natural
Resources allowed to be opened
right off the main entrance to the
state’s chief, scenic attraction,
Blackwater Falls. Of course other
strip mines and clear cuts are the
most eye-catching things one sees
from many other overlooks and

observation towers. Other prob-
lems also confront the inveterate
overlook stopper. All too often
as he leans over the rail looking
down instead of out, he will ob-
serve the litter left by previous,
but thoughtless overlookers.

He can see the flood plains and
contemplate how they got that way.
He will realize that the small rib-
bon of biue down there in the valley
must have from time to time inthe
past have become rwfully big in
order to have created such awide
valley. He will realize that this
is a natural process and will won-
der why man considers such nat-
ural floods as evil and naively
tries fo prevent them.

An overlook is also anexcellent
vantage point to see some of the
phenomena associated with air
pollution. From any overlook in
eastern West Virginia, one can see
the stacks at Mt. Storm injecting

the stratosphere with their nox-
wous vapors and how far their
tentacles can reach.

From the overiook we can also
see those terrible inventions of
man, the huge earth movers eat-
ing, clawing, and knifing their way
through the hillsides, vomiting
their mud and silt into the nearest
trout streams. Corridor H moves
inexorably east from Elkins
against all sound advice, further
threatening Shavers Fork, the
Bowden Hatchery, and other val-
uable features. In the process,
new overlooks are bing created,
but what will there be to see from
them? A new trailer court along
the river? Abrown ribbon instead
of a bright blue one? And speak-
ing of overlooking Corridor H,
what about those folks investing
millions in private, commercial
recreation areas nearby? Do you
suppose they had their own pri-
vate overlooks into the future? Or
are they just lucky gamblers?

The views from some overlooks
are cloudy. That looking towards
the Highlands Scenic Highway has
always been obscured. Our organ-
ization has always been opposed
to this pork barrel, recommend-
ing 2 sensible alternative in its
stead. Even the Forest Service
would like to see it stopped when
it gets to U. S. 219. To proceed
further enormously complicates
the already overabundant environ-
mental problems the headwaters
of Shavers Fork is currently suf-
fering. It also is counter to the
various moratoria requested by
this one and that one. Senator
Randolph does not choose to heed
these problems. The view from
his overlook (Sec. 137 of S. 502
that the Senator recently steered
through the Senate) is that this
highway will proceed with all due
speed, including the acquisition of
scenic easements for more over-
looks, directly through the Shav-
ers Fork headwater to U. S. 250.
And when it gets to there, where
to? Another West Virginia Turn-
pike in the making, a road to
nowhere?

On day | invested in the full
ticket to ride to the top of Bald
Knob on the Cass Scenic Railway,
but was disappointed to find the
overlook completely fogged in,
making it difficult to even see to
the end of the train. Perhaps in
the future, this will be the best
way to view from the overlook.

Anecdote No. 347 or Who Needs
the Wilderness? Gave myself a
day of vacation recently and went
down to camp along Seneca Creek
prior to the Petersburg White
Water Weekend. There were many
small tents ziready there from
college kids enjoying their spring
breaks in a way more interesting
than the usual annual migrationto
Ft. Lauderdale. No problem
though, after a full day's canoeing
or hiking, the kids would zip up
their bags and be quietly asleep
in no time. But late Friday night
the scene changed. In came a
caravan of station wagons pulling
trailers loaded with Japan's way
of getting even for Hiroshima,
motorcycles and roadbikes. Their
owners noisily set up their camp-
ers, let their kids run roughshod
over the campground, and settied
down to seriously enjoy the bene-
fits of the out of doors. The next
morning witnessed a gathering of
the clan as all sat around revving
up their choppers, tooting their
horns, and endlessly driving a-
round the parkway encircling the
tiny campground. What type of
person is so imbued with machin-
ery that they musibe with it every-
where? What sort of person feels
compelled to be wedded to the gods

of technology as this?

My answer turmed uwp on the
front license tag of one of the 4-
WD, all terrain vehicles from a
Clarksburg construction firm.
Boldly printed against the famil-
iar background of green trees was
the banner, “West Virginia Surface
FLLEk e T Ty s BT Y ! o

mining has been halted temporar-
ily on the Mongshela National
Forest portion of Shavers Fork.
But the key wordhere is “portion.”
The agreement to suspend oper-
ations does not apply to that vast
region of Shavers Fork generally
Mrlm as h .l
that area from Cheat Bridge to
Spruce. It is here that the prob-
lem lies with Shavers Fork for it
is here that Mower has engaged
upon one of the most extensive and
destructive strip mining operat-
ions in the West Virginia moun-
tains.

An aerial view of the headwaters
region gquickly enlightens one to
the extent of the damage done fo
this area. A general idea of what
the area looks like can be gather-
ed by simply climbing the fire
tower at Gaudineer and looking
west towards Barton Knob. Mul-
tiply the high walls and spoil banks
visible by ten and one has a rea-
sonably accurate conception of
what it lcoks like down behind the
trees and ridges which conven-
iently hide thz devastation.

Frankly we had just about given
up complaining about the Linan
mines. Fortunately the agreement
between Mower and the Forest
Service relieves us of that part-
icular noxious insect for the time
being. But siltation of Shavers
Fork is going to continue because
the siltation comes from the area
not covered by the agreement.
Now if the DNR could just get to-
gether with Mower and declare a
moratorium on mud we justmight

same way by saying “We're glad

you're on our side, Bill. Keep

VEPCO Smokes While
The People Burn

(Linda Eikinton attended the public
meeting at Blackwater Falls on
Janvary 10 in which the APCC
granted VEPCO's request for an
extension on meeting emission
control standards. Herewith is
her report on the proceedings.)

The recent meeting at Black-
water Falis concerning the Vir-
ginis Electric and Power Com-
pany’'s (VEPCO) failure to meet
flyash emission standards impos-
ed upon it by the Wesi Virginia
Air Poliution Control Commis-




ﬂaiugfmeni Toel Or
Ecological Disaster?
w First you find o forest and then you cut it - David

The United States Forest Service, s sprawling off-shoot of the
megalithic United States Department of Agricuiture, has embarked
upon on smbitious program of systemastically clesrcuting the National
Forests. The nebulous concept behind this clearcutting is that such
action “improves” the quality of timber and permits better “manage-
effective this action will be in achieving the desired
seen.
is mo practical way fo do a logging job that doesn’t leave
frightful,
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not in the mountains. It is perhaps quixotic that the
of trees perferred by foresters - yellow birch, maple,
and osk - are also the preferred food of animals,
and rabbits. s ironicalso that birch, so disliked
of the poor quality of its lumber and slow rate
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Thus, the new growth - if any - of desirable
back each year snd the hardwood aress grow up
ske a lock at some of the aress clearcut
ﬁbnnmup;*nmdlhvbmm“d
desirable species that were supposed to arise like a Phoenix from
ashes

!
i

7 Or take a lock st some of the arees that were cleancut
{cleancut: removsl of everything sbove a certsin diameter -
ususily four inches) fifly years ago; where are the trees that shouid
be ready for a secend cutting?

Y : 3 2

JOMNSON BRANCH, WILLIAMS RIVER. Clesr Cut in 1971 (Photo
by G. L. Crislip (1973)

The late Aido Leopold recognized, more than thirty years ago,
that timber stands which had been producing three-log and four-log
trees were then producing only one-log and two-log trees. Leopold
attributed this decrease in wood production to the disturbance of the
micro-flora of the soil during logging opperations and concluded that
it would take many more years to restore fertility to the forest soil
than it took to destroy it. _

There is also present an insidious factor which is generally not
recognized or even admitled to exist. To produce wood, the pro-
cess of photosynthesis is necessary. For photosynthesis, nutrients,
carbon dioxide, water, and light must be present. The process of
photosynthesis is most active in the red energy portion of the spect-
rum; water vapor in the air and cloud cover absorb the red energy
portion of the spectrum.

Records indicate that the amount of water vapor in the air and the
extent of cloud cover have increased markedly during the past few
decades. Thus, one would expect to find a decrease in the annual
rate of growth of trees for the past few decades. Examination of
growth rings of trees will tend to validate this theory for the
mountainous areas.

Virtually all studies of the process of photosynthesis have been
carried out in isboratories, under conditions where variables could

we do not know the saturation point of light
intensity st which the carbohydrate balance becomes negative.

m-wmm-ﬁhulw.

April, 1973 THE HIGHLANDS VOICE

'n order for

mumm,nmunmmnm

; however, the degree of opening
“whﬂ.ﬂydhliﬂ.
is in the red energy portion of the

As mentioned earlier,

spectrum; blue energy is slso sbsorbed, but appears to be inactive
in the process of photesynthesis unless it be through the imperfectly

understood phytochrome system.
Sunlight on s clear dey is

idered to have a coler temperature

of approximately 6,000 degrees, Kelvin (Kelvin: a thermometric
m-mu-ﬂummuumawu-
scale, and sccording fo which absolute zero equals - 273.16 degrees
C). The color temperature on sn overcast day is considered to
equal spproximately 7,200 degrees, Kelvin. The higher the (Kelvin)
temperature, the more blue energy emitted in ratio to red energy.
Thus, the more extensive the cloud cover and the more water vapor
in the air, the less energy available for photosynthesis.

Ancther unknown and insidious factor is the amount of particulate
matler in the air. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration Research Laborastories, of Boulder, Colorado, indicat
that sir particulates, such as dust and smoke, may alter the energy
patiern of incoming solar radistion. The nature and extent of such
radistion alternation is not known at this time, however, it appears
that the long wave length (red) energy portion of the spectrum is most
affected.

Thus, we come to the question, is the Forest Service, in its pre-
cipitate rush to clearcut the National Forests, actually mining the

forests?

Does the annual rate of removal of saw timber actually

exceed the probable annual rate of growth? It might be wise to stop
for & moment to take stock of whers we are and where we are
i Gordon T. Hamrick

hgﬁper-Cabinet Could
Be Super-Trouble

A recent event that could spell -
disaster for the environmental
protection movement in America
has gone virtually unnoticed in the
fast moving events since the Nov-
ember elections. Lostin the shuf-
fle of placards, bumper stickers,
bugs and bucks was President
Nixon’s reorganization of his cab-
inet which placed three members
of the body closer to the President
then any three men have ever been
in American tradition.

The secretaries of HEW, HUD
and Agriculture were promoted
in stature fo the rank of Super-
star within the Nixon cabinet.
They will oversee the manage-
ment of the federal government’'s
movement on the domestic scene.
Wz are not certain whether or not
Nixon considers these three cab-
inet posts superior in scope fo
all other cabinet offices, or whet-
her he wanted the men who pre-
sently hola these three positions
to be his closest advisors on the
domestic scene. If the former is
the case, and logic says, it is,
the President needs to take a long,
hard look at the people who now
hold these posts, particularly the
Secretary of Agriculture. If the
latter 1s the case Nixon simply
has abominable taste inhis choice
of friends, once againparticularly
in regard to the Secretary of
Agriculture.

Earl Butz is the Secretary of
Agriculture. He is now alone as
the man the President consuits
on domestic programs involving
conservation, parks and recreat-
ton and pollution control. The
Secretary of the Interior, the ad-
ministrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency and the heads
of the various natural resources
services and divisions are now
clearly placed in a secondary
role.

The catastrophe that awaits the
environment is Secretary Butz.
His record in agriculture has been
one of the agribusiness first,
nothing second. A recent editor-
isl in the Baltimore SUN char-
acterizes Butz as showing “knee-
jerk reactions™ to environmental
concerns. “He states and car-
ries outpolicy in black-and-white,
either-or terms.”

This is the man who will advise
the President on wilderness

favor of farmers. He believes
that fewer American farmers can
make greater profits and that this
is the prefer-ed approach to sol-
ving whatever farm problems
there are. The SUN editorial
quotes an environmentalist who
opposed Butz's original cabinet
appointment and who summed up
Butz’'s philosophy of farming as a
“wvision of rural America... (as)
...an assembly line running from
the field to the table.”

There is a bright spot in this
seemingly repressive situation.
Butz's natural arrogance and in-
sensitivity when contrasted to the
genial benificence of Interior Sec-
retary Rogers and the firm good
will of EPA Administrator Buck-
elshaus may serve to outrage the
nation as a whole and force Nixon
to replace Butz.

At a time when wilderness in
West Virginia demands great sen-
sitivity and a certain flexibility
on fine points on the part of both
pro and con wilderness exponents
the power of an insensitive fig-
ure inthe administration is alarm
ing. It will serve us well to keep
a very close eye on Secretary
Butz, and to make our feelings
known to the President f Butz
assumes the role of obstruction-
st

VEPCO Smokes

While The

People Burn
(Continued from Page 2)

in the Mt. Storm areaoccured and
the effect of the new third unit at
VEPCO which comes into operat-
ion this spring. Despite VEPCO
assurances that the thirdunitwill
be equipped to meet APCC stand-
ards before beginning operation
we must again take them at their
word, and their word is question-
able to say the least,

APCC granted VEPCO's re-
quest to further delay controlling
their emissions, but the extension
lays it on the line for VEPCO.
Either all three of its smokes-
tacks are clean by July 1 or they
will be shut down until they are
clean. The APCC further implied
that no more extensions would be
granted.

the “public” demand for power by
having all three of their units in
operation by June 1. If the public

Rowlesburg

Revisited

During the past year our neigh-
boring state of Virginia has taken
the Corps of Engineers bull by its
brass horns and tossed it royally.
The case in question is 8 ten-
year old proposal to dam the Rap-
pahonnock with the Salem Church
Dam. Since the project’s incept-
ion Virginia conservationists have
opposed Salem Church. The Rap-
pahannock s presently a wild,
free flowing river, and in 1971 the
Virginia Bureau of Outdoor Re-
creation had proposed that the
Rappahannock be designated as z
“scenic river,”

In typical fashion the Corps
pointedly ignored the recreational
potential and the need for pro-
tection of an unimpeded Rappahan-
nock and plodded on with its dam
proposal. In a last-ditch effort to
block the Corps’ plan conservat-
onists brought the case before the
Virgima State Water Control
Board. After extensive review the
Board found that the Salem Church
Dam was unwanted, unnecessary
and in violation of Virginia state
policy regarding pollution dilut-
on

in the Board's conclusion to
their study the Corps of Engineers
came in for some plain language:

the State Water Control Board
does not believe that the Corps-
stated justification will stand up to
any kind of critical and objective
evaluation n light of today's in
formation. The ... Board, there-
fore, recommends that this pro-
ject as presently designed and
conceived by terminated...”

It is significant that the Water
Control Board reversed adecision
by the Virginia Department of Con-
servation and Economic Develop-
ment [ can you believe that that
is a single department in a state
government?). But the reversal
was not possibie until the Divis-
on of Water Resources was trans -
ferred out of the Department of
Conservation to the Water Control
Board by legislative action

West Virginia has two obvious
lessons to learn from the Salem
Church fiasco, whatever its final
outcome (at last report the Corps
was ignoring the Water Control
Board’'s decision and was proce-
eding as planned) In the first
piace the Corps of Engineers does
not always know what it is doing
As West Virgima cofservationists
have trying to point out
Rowlesburg is a prime example
of bureaucratic idiocy. Despite
the Corps case for the need for

been

Salem Church ever y Virginia cou-
nly expected to use Salem Church
water with one exception dis
claimed any intention of using the
walter By the same measuring
stick Tucker Countians who are
expected to use the Rowlesburg
water have disclaimed any intent-
on of farming “down under”, and
the Rowlesburg water is not in-
tended for use in West Virginia
anyway

The second point West Virgin-
:ans might take from the Virginia
action 1s that the Water Resour-

ces Division of state government
needs to be an independent entity
in dealing with self-control of

West Virginia's rivers. The Water
Resources Division plainly cannot
do its job properly when it must
seek approval of the Natural Re-
sources Director and the Gover-
nor before it can make & move
against  potential catastrophes
such as Rowlesburg.

in Virginia it took legisiative
action to separate the Water Con-
trol Board from the contaminated
Department of Conservation. I
would take legisiative action in
West Virginia to do the same
thing for our Water Resources
Division. With the spectres of
Rowlesburg, Swiss, Canaan Val-
ley and Blue Ridge constantly
hanging over our heads the situat-
ion is serious enough to demand
some consideration from the West
v“- m’ ' lm. .i. ‘"I



MNF Hiking Guide Nearly

In 1972 a commitiee of about
thirty people in the WVHC spent
a few thousand man-hours explor-
ing many of the hiking trails on
or near the Monongahela National
Forest. Their scouting reports,
along with a lot of material and
advice from the U. S Forest
Service, were compiled andprint-
ed as a ninety-page hiking guide
These the Conservancy will sell
to promote an appreciation of the
MNF as an outstanding source of
dispersed recreation opportunity-

ies in the heart of the densly-
populated northeastern U. S We
also hope to make some money,
To get your copy send $1.50 to
Mary Rieffenberger, Rt. 1, Box
253, Elkins, West Virginia 26241,
The hiking guide will be mailed
around March 1. Checks for the
guide should be made out to the
West Virginia Highlands Conser-
vancy.

The guides will also be sold
wholesale. Contact Mary for de-

it
2
]
:
4
g

Our Environment - What Is It?

Simply put, as far as we are
concerned, the environment s
whatever surrounds us This
would include all the forces, in-
fluences and conditions which af-
fect our lives and our manner of
life, be they spiritual, moral,
social or physical, It is unfort-
unate, 'n my opinion, that we have
sttempted to precipitate out the
physical aspects of our environ-
ment i our efforts to improve
what we believe to be wrong with
"

But to keep the question within
appropriate limits we will confine
it for the present to our physical
environment. Our physical envir-
onment is constantly changing -
slowly perhaps, but in some ways
not slowly enough. And that is
where the difficulty lies; it is not
with change, but with the rate of
change, that the problems occur.

Sometimes we see or hear the
expression, “a natural environ-
ment,” meaning | suppose a sit-
uation unspoiled by man's influ-
ence, and presumably good for the
ence, and presumably good for
¥:at reason. But even apart from
man, nature’'s ingredients run
from crueity to beauty, and even
a natural environment is self-
polluting. It must be to continue.
Essentially, pollution is anything
which  destroys the purity of
something else. Water is pure if
it contains only the chemical
elements oxygen and hydrogen;
but pure water will not support
aquatic life, nor does water need
to be pure to be good for humans
and animais

Forest fires pollute the air, but
many forest fires are set by nat-
ure. Leaves fall, vegetation de-
cays, animals die, and even the
rocks disintegrate without the
interference of man. What then
15 pollution? And again, as far
2s we are concerned, the answer
has more to do with the rate of
environmental change than it does
with the change itself. For with
time nature has ways of restoring
darmages to the environment, but if
the rate of change exceeds the
rate of restoration then degradat-
on must occur

Our present environment is the
result of what there was in the
beginning plus and minus all the
changes that nature and man have
imposed upon 1. What was an
intrusion on the environment of
one generation becomes a part of
the environment of the next gen-
eration, and sometimes a wel-
come part.

The early settiers in the (West)
Virginia highlands, as did pione-
ers elsewhere, often found the
physical environment harsh. This
they accepted because the spirit-
uval, moral and social environ-
ment was far better then the cor-
responding environments they had
left behind in Europe. Bul intime,
and rightly, those that could add-
ed elements of convenience fo
their physical environment: farm
animals, windmills, fertilizer,
watler power, means of transport-
ation, etc. These all changed the
environment and made possible
touches of grace and elegance
here and there in the backcountry.

Today the idea of “the environ-
ment” is used inmany ways. Con-
servation organizations some-
times use it in stimulating fin-
ancial support, and interest in
our natural resources to the ex-

tent that pressure for access into
unspoiled areas in increased to
and beyond the danger point; pol-
iticians use it as might be ex-
pected; public relations agents use
it to justify some of the ideas
their industrial clients and emp-
loyers want to promote for bus-
ness reasons; and private citi-
zens use it to preserve their own
areas of seif-interest without con-
cern for anything else.

Two examples come to mind.

The first is the Chesapeake and
Ohio Canal National Historical
Park. A year or two ago the
National Park Service undertook
to improve some parts of the two-
path, to repair eroded sections,
and fo remove some man-made
encroachments along the cana!
and river bank. This work was
successfully challenged in court,
on environmental grounds, by a
group of adjacent landowners.
They contended that the charact-
er of the river bank was being
altered. Without going into the
legal questions involved, it ought
to be remembered that the canal
itself, when it was built, altered
the character of the river bank
considerably.

The question is: What charact-
er of the river bank ought to be
preserved? The natural environ-
ment as nature restores it, the
historic structures of an abandon-
ed canal which has become a part
of the cultural environment, or the
more recent and unauthorized en-
croachments of man on the canal,
river bank, and aNational Histor -
ical Park?

Another example, of more in-
terest to members of the Conser-
vancy perhaps, is the Canaan
Valley. In its natural state in
1746, it was describedby survey-
ors of the Fairfax Line as a laur-
el swamp, almost impassable, a
place rather to be conceived of
then expressed. Al a later time
the valley was described as a
forest of red spruce as fine as
anywhere in the United States.
Since then it has been logged and
burned over and left to nature to
restore as best il could. And in
the fifty years that have gone by
nature has not done too badly.

Now a new intrusion on the
environment of this unique areais
planned. Flooding 7200 acres of
the Canaan Valley, as proposed,
might not be without its gifts, but
not without its penalties either.
Possibly the worst of these would
not be the lake itself or the pro-
ject for which it wouldbe created,
but rather the peripheral man-
made development which is being
promoted to generate support for
the idea. This is unfortunate be-
cause the pumped-storage elect-
ric project could be achieved
without flooding more than 9 or 9
hundred acres of the valley.

There are no simple or low-
cost solutions to problems of the
environment. If they are to be
resolved at all they will be resol-
ved out of the spiritual and moral
nature of man, and the under-
standing that the blessings of mat-
erial progress are not without
their responsibilities.

In some future issues of THE
HIGHLAND VOICE, if time and
space and the editor permit, we
may wundertake to relate some
of these responsibilibes to var-
1ous social and economic groups -

industry, government, enginaers,

VEPCO V. APCC

At Blackwater

(Continued from Page 1)
other factories in the ares were
not finding any lsbor preblem in
hiring workers. VEPCO officials,
in answering the APCC’s quest-
ions, stopped just short of saying
local laborers were lazy and un-

there had been some difficulty
meeting labor orders, but that in
the last few months there had
been an incresse in job requests.
The undeniable impression lefiby
the labor representative was that
only recently has an effort been
made to fill the jobs required for
VEPCO's upgrading of their emis-
sion units.

The line of questioning taken by
the APCC with those spokesmen
opposed to granting VEPCO's re-
quest for an extension didnot rise
to the seriousness of the situation.
Mostly the anti-VEPCO testifiers
were asked if they would be ad-
versely affected if the request for
an extension were granted. The
general response was the VEPCO
had been iolerated a longtime and
could be tolerated a while longer.

At the conclusion of the testi-
mony the APCC granted VEPCO’s
request for an extension, but some
crucial conditions were attached.

VEPCO’s new firing unit, their
third, will go intc commercial
production on June 1, 1973. But
to insure this the unit must be
fired one month in advance of June
1. VEPCO assured the APCC that
the third unit will meet all emis-
sion requirements, but that there
is a short period when the unit is
first fired that the control devices
cannot be used. With this know-
lodge the APCC then instructed
that on May 1, 1973, Unit 2 must
be ciean or it will be closed until
it 1s clean. On July 1 Unit 1 must
be clean or it will be shut down.
Unit 3, by VEPCO's admission,
will be clean when it begins pro-
duction on June 1.

VEPCO accepted the APCC's
rulings and promised compliance.
However, the meeting ended with
a thinly disguised warning from
VEPCO that it may be necessary
to a2sk for a further extension of
deadlines.

Spreading The Word

There's a new magazine avail-
able which threatens to make a
mark upon the ing public.
Graphically entitled BACKPACK -
ER the magazine, a quarterly, is
devoted exclusively and compre-
hensively to the art and science
of backpacking. It is lavishly
illustrated, slickly done, carries
a great deal of helpful advertis-

ing, and some
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