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# 3 December, 1973 THE HICHLANDS VOICE
Weekend Review Draws Big Crowd

- . o~  CONTHIUED FROM PAGE 1 ont roads; breeding of hybrids;
_ Thet ie just ss _ possibilities of serisl fertilizet-
. building e church, the women ion. measures o avoid erosion;
ameng went by horssback fo the Green-  yncut zones sround stresms and
bouncing ereund from Drier four miles sway and  ,o0ds (o belence of conservation
or without S loast inkling of the " heir saddisbags. We siso sew ares strip mining
source of the veice. __ The serly community cometery  (me conversion of forested hilltaps
Wo loft Boortown with conflict- '3 “Deside this church, and meny 15 grassed spoil piles) through the
ing emofions. On e one hand 'OMbslones and inscriptions sre  courtesy of the Leckie Smokeless
we were enthralled by the sense "OTth your lime and sttention.  Cogl Company, which supplies cost
of privacy snd solemnity which Without morbidity they meke an-  {, Beigian steel-mills. (So much
descended upon us while wander-  other era come slive. Across the for the energy crisis.) Westvaco
ing sround betwesn the rocks.  Street is ahilly, hummocky grave-  nherited some stripping leases,
And we were humbled by thoughts  Y27d. which one of the local people  and has granted others. Their
of the countless ages in which 10ld me was the “black peoples™  oeficial line is that stripping does
Neture hes workedto cresteBesr-  Cometery.” Wanderingthroughits no harm to the s0il - - but some-
sparsely “‘settled” land, | found imes they look embarrassedwhen

fown. On the other hand the resi-  the following epitaph: they say it
izstion of the terrific forces of wmaﬂu R o e ur” s
wld“l 'mT" ’“‘I:': ABOUT 80 YR'S probably cost ovér $1000 in re-
the wind mosning through the hem - OF AGE. sources used) but it was » tough-
locks ““mm’ BORN AND REARED minded and realistic imroduction
Suced & milé sense of Wneesi INSTAVERY, to industrial management of the
of success for the Beartown tour, CAME SHE WAS vaco has the resources and skill
“m-w“"w WORTHY. hduabdbr,ﬂmhtud

Ron Hardwey.

— GHOSTS, GRAVES

AND COUNTRY
SCHOLARS -
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We drove a few miles to The

Greenbrier st White Sulphur
Springs, to visit the Creative Arts
Colony which is located in a group

of whitewashed brick cottages

known as Alshama Row. Although
the cottages have been restored,
their

architecture remains the
same as when they were built in
1813. Arts and crafis represented
there are painting, sculpture, pot-
weaving, and heritage handcrafts.
There is also & minerals and
natural history exhibit.

Then, on to the White Sulphur
Springs National Fish Hasichery.
Here are raised brook trout, rein-
bow trout, lsrge-mouth bass, and
bluegills, which help mantsin
sports fisheries within a radius
of several hundreds miles

The tour concluded with a visit
to the Coal House, built in 1959
with 30 tons of cannel coal, and
Alvon Springs which supplied water
for Lewisburg from serly times,
and still has some of the original
wooden pipes.

Thus, back to camp st the endof
a bright and satisfying dey.

Special thanks should go to out
cheerful guides -- Genevieve
Neville and Margaret Irvine--who
worked hard setting up this tour
and dovetailing the appointments
Everyone enjoyed it.

Mary Rieffenburger

— MINING AND

FORESTRY TOUR -

by Nicholas Zvegintzov

How is industry tresting the
hills in these days of energycris-
is, Ulmber crisis, and ecology
crisis? This wes the guestion
answered by the forestry sndmin-
ing tour st the Fall Review Week -
end.

The scene was Westvaco's Geu-

ley Woodlands, & tract of over

100,000 acres of northern hard-
woonds and coking coal straddiing
the praclamstion boundery of the
Monongahela Nationsl Forest south
of Cranberry. Tony Mollish, As-

sistant Manager of the tract, was

than previous owners. As apri-
vele owner. they are not about to
sdmit that we have anything to do
with what a “Detter job™ is --
but impiicitly we do. A tour like
this is a challenge o us to define
what a befter job is, and to make
it stick,

The tour was not all politics
and economics. Larry Vaughn,
local conservation officer and »
native of Clay County, described
the vicissitudes of patrolling 500
square miles inwhich sbout every-
one is at heart a poacher. Russel|
Gwinn, patriarch of a family which
farms several inholdings in the
Westvaco tract, welcomed us to
picnic n his meadow on Beach
Knob, and described a cettle-drive
in the early years of this century
from C slhoun County over this ter-
ritory to the railhead at Ronce-
verte. And there were glorious
views over the bluegrassed Green-
brier Valley, so different from
these uncompromising acid high-
lands, and over the Big Laurel
watershed, somberly glowing un-
der Ws vast camoufiage of cloud-
shadows

— PETERS
MOUNTAIN
HIKE -

Forty-two persons made the
ascent of Peters Mountain in Mon -
roe County to link up with the Ap-
palachian Trail. A re-routing of
the Appslachisn Trail away from
the Roanoke suburbs has pleced
this famous trail on Peters Mou-
ntain in West Virginia’s Monroe
County for sbout 10 miles.

The trail is blazed and easy to
follow, and follows the rather spiny
and precipitous summit of Pelers
Mountain. Numerous scenic over -
looks are as close es a few yards
from the trail in many places

The Kasnawha Hiking Club is
working on two spprosches fo the
Appalachian Trail in this part of
Monroe County.

There were no unusual incidents
of sccidents, nobody got lost, end
everyons managed to complete the
hike of about 7 miles in good shape .

Charles Carison seryed as
most capable guide.

Stauffer Miller
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strictly for timbering.

(3) implement a system of sel-
ective cutting in keeping with Max -
well’'s interpretation of the -
ic Act of 1897,

{4) Shift Forest Service smp-
hasis to limber stend improve-
pletely.

{5) investigete other lows re-
lsted fo tumber asies 28 8 methed
of contesting Maxwe!l's decision

For the moment, st clear -
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“The Years Of The Forest” By Helen Homr

‘l'a-;'c- .

REVIEW by Marvin Smith

Documentaries often fall victim
to the Walt Disney syndrome, the
frequent tendency by even the more
astute observers and capable
writers to bioat their books with
sentimentality at the expense of
vigor ard meaning. Helen Hoover’s
autobiographical documentary of
her sixteen years n the northern
Minnesota wilderness is no except-
ion;" and here, as in all litera-
ture, sentimentality is at best a
feeble and lacy caricature of feel-
ings with passion and depth.

Several opening lines occur-ed
to me: “"Would John Muir have
backpacked the Yosimite with a
case of canned hash?’’ or ""Would
Thoreau have sat on the bank of
Waiden Pond contemplating names
for the animals about him, like

, Starface, Prefty and Mrs,
Twil?”” Mrs. Hoover, however,
is no John Muir nor Henry David
Thoresu. She is apersonwith con-
sidefable strength and dedication,
-i: moments of real fervor;

: less, she seems fo be
something of a transcendental ec-
lectic rather than a passionate
cruator, and remains a Chicago
ex-urbanite who never quite stops
stumbling in the woods.

Dismissing the book here would
not be difficult, but there is more
to il. The author is the central
character, and she is sentimental,
and with this fault describes the
jchanging world around her. With
'the naivette of the heroine in a
classic tragedy, she inadvertantly
/leads the reader beneath the cover

| of meritricious over-description
of furry little friends into an ep-
palling sociopolitical drama.

Helen Hoover had buill a car-
reer and ganed recognition as a
research metalurgist, a male-
dominated, highly competitive
fisld. At a particularly promis-
sirg point in her carreer, she and
her commercial artist husband,
Adrian, shucked fame, fortune and
the urban mess to move perman-
ently into a remote wilderness
hermitage, a stone’s throw from
Canada and six miles from the
maitbox. A sudden and drastic
change in circumstances and life-
style seems to need some ex-
planation, since a great complex
of feelings and reasons must ac-
company such a move. Mrs.
Hoover shows only a fleeting con-
cern, however, for human feelings,
motives and interactions. Scarely
a paragraph mentions even the
circumstances leading to the move,
and there is no mention of the mot-
ves,

Every naturalist, biologist, and
boy scout knows something of nat-

ure. A few people know a great
deal. Mrs. Hoover claims some-
thing special, and here is my

greatest objection to the book: she
calims to have gone beyond living
n and knowing the forest and its
creastures to the extent that she has
truly become a part of the forest,
and engages is 'ts funcltions and
cycles naturaily and 1s complete
harmony. Yel, she refuses tolive
off the fores!i as all the other
grganisms do because of senti-
mentality. She heats her cabin and
cooks har food with oil, and valid
objections to fossil fuels predate
DDT She feeds on an unnatural
and unwholesome diet of canned and
processed supermarket foods. She
feeds many hundreds of pounds of
mid-west agribusiness corn o the
wild amimals on lean winters, sup-
porting a great destroyer of nat-
ure, and at the same time inhibit-
ing the natural movements of ani-
mals seeking food. She, finally
one of the forest, can make it her
forest. . . which makes itpossible
to name her deer Pretly and Fuz-
1y and never feel that she has
directly infringed on nature. No,
Thoreau did not turn Walden into
Disneyland.

In fairness, however, the Ho-
overs moved. No matler what the
motives, 11 was a difficult move,

and il required great will and
courage. Much of the sixteen
years was hard, and some of it
dangerous, and all of it, in some
way, gratifying. If Helen Hoover
fell short of being part of the
forest, she and Ade at least lived
closer to it and had greater em-
pathy with it then most civilized
people. Whatever inconsistencies
in their eclectricism, they really
wanted nature to stay alive, and
like Thoreau, to touch it lightly
in passing and leave as little mark
on it as possible.

The local power company of-
fered the Hoovers electricity, and
explained that it was a necessily,

easement cut down from time

fo time all weak,

and trees that are tall
the wires in fal-

right to raze § two hundred foot
wide path of in foresl. The
Hoovers to live without it,
so Power cut its path
around them They petitioned
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26505
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ington, W, Va. 25705
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Douglas Urges
Land Use Planning

West Virginia Agriculture Com-
missioner Gus R. Douglas has
called for a national land use pro-
gram.

Writing n the MARKET BUL -
LE TIN Douglas compared land usage
today with the energy crisis. Ac-
cording to Douglas, if 'and, suit-.
able for one purpose, is used for
another the land is

can creste major new areas of
land snd thus reverse a land
crisis.”
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by the spongy floor of decayed
leaves and meoss. The only sound
3 the vaguely sinister wind whoo-
shing through the hemiocks on top
of the rocks. But down inside the

rocks there is no wind --no-
of green. Footsteps ere muffied  thing moves.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Referendum Passed,
Elections Revised

cedures for nomination and elect-
ion for the first Board of Direct-

{1) Time and place of slection:
At the Annual Meeting, DNR Cen-
ter, Elkins, W.Va. st 4:30 p.m. on

the name and address of the cand-
idate and an indication thal the
candidate is ready to serve.

(6] Disposition of present seats
on the Board:
The terms of the present “At-
Large Directors™ and “At-large
Vice-Presidents™ will expire on
complelion of this election. The
ferms of the present “Organizat-
ional Delegates” will be continued
for one year subject to Article
V-7 of the By-Laws.

Janusry 26, 1974.
!::ﬂk-ﬁr::;llcgdnii E;ll()‘v13ll()(3
h-y-rlwu. and five to one- -
e Assessed
.'.'."i...u u.lmﬁ?:.:: by Paul Frank
- twice (i.e. not both on behalf of Reprinted from the
tion). _ Vetes R Snowshoe, 7,000 to 10,000-
e complex stop
The Pocahentas Cou-

roses it seems.
== oo for -« is e

Mid-Winter Workshob

The Highlands Conservancy Mid-
Winter Workshop is still on for 1974
despite the unsetiied stmosphere
surrounding gasoline shortages,
speed limits and various energy
crises, This year the Conservancy
has broken with tradition and sch-
eduled the workshop for Elkins.
In past years the workshop has been
held st Blackwater F‘IIiMPart.

As we go to press the workshop
is scheduled for the last weekend
in January, the 26th and 27th gnd the
Department of Natural Resources
Center on the outskirts of Elkins
The workshop will concentrate on
highways in the Appalachian High
lands, but committee workshops will
be held on the 26th dealing with a
variety of concerns to conservation -
ists,

Amang highway projects to be
discussed in depth are the Migh-
land Scenic Highway (W.Va Route
I1S0), Appalachian Corridor H and
U. S. Rt 219. Committes meetings
will delve into Wilderness, Air Pol-
lution, Streams Preservation, Min-
ing and Logging, Land-use Planning
and Recreational Development a-
mong others.

Details on speskers and panel
discussions are incomplete at this
time.

Those planning o attend the Sat-
urday session are urged to arrive

early, Friday if possible. The morn-
ing session will begin at 500 »
m. The Sundsy board meeting will
convene st 10:00 a.m.
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S. 316 Moves Out.
Otter Creek In

As we go o press word has be-
en received from Washington that
S. 316, the Eastern Wilderness
Areas Bill, has been reported out
of the interior and Insular Affairs
Committee. Of particular gratifi
cation o the Conservancy is the
fact that Otter Creek was inciuded
n the final draft of the bill. Ear-
lver in the session a subcommittee
had deleted Otter Creek and the
Cranberry Back C , including
only Dolly Sods for wilderness
designation. ‘

However, Senator Jennings Ran
doiph confirmed on Wednesday
December 5, thet Otter Creek was
reinstated in S 316, The back
Country remains as a "“Sludy
Area. ™’

The next move for S. 316 15 &
vole by the full Senate. House of
Representat ves action must foliow
Senate action on the bill before
Dolly Sods and Otter Creek are
added to the National Wilderness
Preservation System.

Clear - Cutting Banned

A meajor step towsrds conser -
vation of our netional forests was
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